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»♦!.    TUESDAY,  MARCH   20,    1750. 

cut  TAMSK  HOC  L1BXAT  POTIUS  PECURRtRt  CAMPOy 
PBR    qVBM  MAGNUS    KQ^VOI  AURUtfCA  PLBXIT   ALUMNUS^ 
tl   VACAT>  ET  PLACIDI  BATlOflXM  ADMJTTITIS)  Ct>AM. 

Jwr. 

"WBY   TO  IXPATIATI   IN  THII  BBATBN   PIBLD  { 
WHY  AMMI,  OFT   US*D  IN  VAINy   I    MXAN   TO  WXCLB  ; 
IP  TXM£  PXIIMIT9  AND  CANDOUR  WILL   ATTEND^ 
»OMB  SitTlS#ACTZON   THIf  Bt^AY     MAY   LBMD, 

£x.PHXNtTOK* 


THE  diiEcultyoF  the  Arft  addrefs 
on  any  fiiew  occaficn  is  felt  by 
tvtrj  man  In  his  tranfaf^ions  with  the 
^vorkiy  and  confefled  b^  the  fettkd  and 
ngular  forms  of  ialutation  which  nccef- 
^hoA  intxxxluced  into  all  languages. 
Jui^^Rient  was  wearied  with  th^  per* 
plexity  of  being  forced  upon  choice, 
where  there  was  no  motive  to  pi^eference ; 
and  it  was  found  convenient  that  ibme 
eafy  niethod  of  introdu^lion  fhould  be 
cftabliihed,.  which>  if  it  wanted  the  al- 
lurement of  novelty,  might  enjoy  the 
fecarity  of  prefcription. 

Perfas^M  fbnr  authors  have  prefented 
thsnielves  before  the  publick,  without 
wifhing  that  fuch  ceremonial  modes  of 
entrance  had  been  anciently  eftabiiihed, 
as  might  have  freed  them  fixmi  thofe 
dangers  which  the  defire  of  plead  ng  is 
certain  to  produce,  and  precluded  the 
irain  expedients  of  foftening  cenfure  by 
ipologie8>  orrouiing  attention  by  ab- 
ru^oeis. 

The  qpick  writers  have  found  the 
pnxmial  part  of  the  poem  fuch  an  ad- 
diticm  to  their  undertaking,  that  they 
have  ahnoft  unanimoufly  adopted  the 
^Jjnfs  of  Homer;  and  (he  reader  needs 


only  be  informed  of  the  fubjeA»  to  know 
in  what  manner  the  poem  will  begin. 

But  this  folemn  repetition  is  hitherto 
the  peculiar  diiiinAion  of  heroick  poetry ) 
it  has  nevei*  been  legally  extended  to  th« 
lower  orders  of  literature,  but  feems  to 
be  CDnfidered  as  an  hereditary  privileee, 
to  be  enjoyed  only  by  thofe  who  claim 
it  from  tKeii'  alliance  to  the  genius  of 
Homer. 

The  rules  which  the  injudicious  u(# 
of  tliis  prerogative  fuggefted  to  Horace^ 
may  indeed  be  applied  to  the  dire^iou 
of  candidates  for  inferior  fame ;  it  mar 
be  proper  for  all  to  remember,  that  they 
ought  not  to  raife  expe6iation  which  it  is 
not  in  their  power  to  fatisfy^  and  that  it^ 
is  more  pleafmg  to  fee  fmoke  bris^hten- 
ing  into  flame,  than  flame  finking  bico 
imoke. 

This  precept  has  been  long  received, 
both  from  regard  to  tlie  authority  of 
Hoi-ace,  and  it's  conformity  to  the  g€- 
nei*al  opinion  of  the  world ;  yet  thiei'e 
have  been  always  ibme,  that  thought  it 
no  deviation  from  modefiy  to  recom- 
mend their  own  lalx)urs,  and  imagine  J 
themfelves  entitled  by  indifputablc  me- 
rit to   an  exemption  from  general  le- 
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ftraints,  and  to  fekvitions  not  aHowed 
jn  coTTimon  life.  *  They  perhaps  be- 
lieved, ihat  when,  Kke  Thucvdidt <:,  'hey 
bequeathed  to  mankind  '  nl^fxa  if  «UJ— 
*  .an  eltate  lor  ever/  it  was  aii  ;idditional 
favour  Ui  inronn  them  of  it's  value. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  no  leis  dangerous 
to  claim,  on  certain  occaiions,  too  little 
than  too  much.  Theiie  is  fomeihing 
capi^^ivating  in  fpiril  and  intrepiillty,  to 
which  we  oitcn  yield,  as  to  a  icliftlels 
power ;  nor  can  he  realbnably  expc«Sl  ihe 
confidence  of  othei-s  who  too  appai-entiy 
ditb-ufts  himfclf. 

Plutaich,  in  his  enumeration  of  the 
various  occaficns  on  which  a  man  may 
without  juft  offUnce  proclaim  his  own 
excellences,  has  omitted  the  cafe  of  ai\ 
author  entering  ihe  world  j  unltfs  it  may 
be  comprehendti  undcv  his  general  po- 
rtion— that  a  man  may  lavvfuUy  piaiie 
himfelf  foe  thole  qualities  which  cannot 
be  known  but  from  his  own  mouth ;  as 
when  he  is  among  ftrangers,  and  can 
have  no  opportunir^  of  an  aftual  exer- 
tion of  his  po\\trs.  That  the  cafe  of 
an  author  is  parallel,  will  fcaicely  .be 
granted,  becaufe  he  necclTiirily  dii'covei-s 
the  dcpees  of  his  merit  to  his  judges 
when  he  appeal's  at  his  trial.  Bat  it 
fliould  be  remembered,  that  unlefs  his 
judges  are  inclined  to  favour  him,  they 
will  hai'dly  be  perfuadt^d  to  hear  the  caufe. 

In  love,  the  ftate  which  fills  the  heart 
with  a  degree  of  folicitude  next  that  of 
an  author,  it  has  been  held  a  maxim, 
that  fuccefs  is  moft  eafily  obtained  by 
2ndire6l  and  unpergeived  approaches :  he 
vdu)  to©  foon  profeffes  himfelf  a  lover, 
raifes  obftacles  to  his  own  wffhcs ;  and 
thofe  whom  difappointmcnts  have  taught 
experience,  endc'^vour  to  conceal  their 
paJfion  till  they  beFicve  their  miitrcfs 
withes  for  the  difcovery.  The  fame 
method,  if  it  were  pr^fticahle  to  writers, 
would  lave  many  complaints  of  the  fc- 
vcritv  of  the  pge,  and  the  capnces  of 
criticifin.  If  a  man  could  glide  imper- 
ceptibly intft  the  favour  of  the  publick, 
and  only  procbim  his  preteniions  to  lite- 
rary honoui"s  when  he  is  lure  of  not  bc- 
in<r  rfje^tjd,  he  might  commence  au- 
thor with  better  hopes,  as  his  tai-infrs 
miuhr  efcnpe  contempt,  though  lie  fhall 
never  attain  nuch  rcg?j- 1. 

But  fiiicc  the  \vo:\l  fiippofes  c/ery 
man  that  wiites  ambiticuis  of  applauie, 
BS  fome  Irdies  have  taugSt  tntmielves  to 
believe  that  cvf'7  man  intends  love  who 
icxpreftia  civility,  the  milcairbge  of  any 


endeavour  in  learning  raifes  an  itit- 
bounded  contempt,  indulged  by  moft 
minds  without  Icruplc,  as  aa  honeli  tri- 
umph over  unjuil  dainjs  and  exorbi- 
tant expcftations.  The  aitificesof  t  hi  fc 
who  put  thcmielvcs  in  this  hazudous 
ftale,  have  therefore  been  multiplied  m 
pix)|x>rtion  to  their  feai-  »  well  as  theii* 
ambition;  and  ai-e  tcf  be  looked  upon 
with  more  indulgence,  as  they  aie  incited 
at  once  by  the  two  great  movers  of  the 
human  mind,  the  delire  of  good,  and  the 
fear  of  evil :  for  who  can  wonder  that, 
allured  on  one  fide,  and  frightened  on 
the  other,  fome  (hould  endeavour  to  gain 
favour  by  bribing  the  judge  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  refpea  which  they  do  not  feel, 
to  excite  compailion  by  confefling  weak- 
nefo  of  which  they  are  not  convinced  j  and 
others  to  atti*a£t  regai'd  by  a  (hew  of 
opennefs  and  magnanimity,  by  a  daring 
profefilon  of  ^elr  own  deferts,  and  a  pub- 
lick  challenge  of  honours  and  rewards. 

The  otien  rations  and  haughty  difplay 
of  ihemleives  has  lieen  the  ufual  refuge 
of  diurnal  writers  j  in  vindication  of 
whofe  praiVice  it  may  be  (aid,  that  what 
it  vjants  in  prudence  is  fupplicd  by  fm- 
cerity  5  and  who  at  leaft  may  plead,  that 
if  their  boafts  deceive  any  into  the  per- 
ufal  of  theb-  performances,  they  defraud 
them  of  but  little  time. 

Slu'ui  enm  f  Concurrkur-^bor^ 

Memento  c'lto  mors  venitf  aut  vlSloria  latam 

The  battle  join ;  and,  in  3  nioment's  flight, 
Death,  or  a  joyful  conqucft,  ends  the  fight. 
^       Francis* 

The  qucftion  concerning  the  merit  of* 
the  day  is  foon  decided  ;  and  vrt  ai-e  not 
condemned  to  toil  tluough  iKilf  a  folio> 
to  be  convinced  that  the  wiker  has  broke 
his  promife. 

It  is  one  among  many  reafons  for 
which  I  purpofe  to  endeavour  the  en- 
tertainment of  my  connirymen  by  a  ftiort 
eflay  on  Tuefday  and  Saturday,  ihjt  I 
hopj  njC  much  to  tii*c  thofe  whom  I  (hall 
not  hippen  to  pl^afe  j  and  if  I  am  not 
commc  Tried  for  the  ^c'^'y  of  my  works, 
to  be  at  lci)t  pnr.Umed  for  their  I  n.vity. 
But  whether  my  ex])e£i  'tloiis  are  molt 
fixed  on  pnrdcn  or  piaife,  I  think  it  not 
neceflTu*)-  ro  dilccvcv  j  for  having  accu- 
i-atdy  vvw'i<^hod  the  reafons  for  aiTogancc 
and  ilibmiffion,  I  find  them  fo  neaily 
equiponderant,  that  my  impatience  to 
try  tne  e\'ent  of  my  firlt  jjertbnnance  \*in 
nr  fuffer  me  to  attend  .i:iy  longer  the 
trcjjiilations  of  the  babnce. 
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'then  aity  iruieed,  many  catwenien- 
ces  almdl  peculiar  to  tliis  method  of- 
jHiblication,  which  may  natm^lf  flatter 
the  authoi',  whether  lie  be  confi-lent  or 
timorous.  Tlve  inai^  to  whom  ihe  extent, 
of  his  knowiedge,  or  tlje  fprigiitiiiiels  of 
his  imagination,  has  in  his  own  opinion 
already  lecured  the  praills  of  the  world, 
wdiingly  takes  that  way  of  dilpbyuig 
his  abilities  which  wlil  Ibonelt  give  him 
an  opportTinity  ol  l.caiing  Lhc  voice  of 
fame  ;  it  heightens  hi^  alaaity  to  think, 
in  how  many  places  he  ftiall  neru'  what 
he  is  now  writing,  read  with  extalies  to- . 
moFiOW.  He  will  ofren  pkase  himlelt 
with  rcflcyting,  that  the  author  (if  a  1  wge 
treatiie  mull  pix«:ecd  with  j^nxiety?   kity  i 


hiaaftj'dities  to  ai*rangediedifl«mlaTpwlir 
of  an  cxtcnfive  plan,  or  fearff  to  be  loft 
in  a  complicated  fyXiero,  may  yet  hoptt 
to  9dju(t  a  few  pages  without  peipleiiiy  f  • 
and  if>  when  he  turns  over  the  repofiM-^ 
rics  of  his  memory,  he  finds  his  collec- 
tion too  final]  for  a  volume,  he  may  yeC- 
have  cnottgh  to  fumiih  oat  an  eflky.'  He 
that  wouid  fear  to  lay  out  too  nrnch" 
tim>  upun  an  experiment  of  which  he 
knows  not  the  event,  perfuades  hlmielF' 
that  a  tew  days  will  rticw  him  what  kf-  , 
is  to.  cxpeft  from  his  learning  and'  hi*" 
ginhis.  If  he  thinks  his  own  judgment 
not  jiiiiicientiy  enlightened,  he  may,  hnf 
attenvitng  the  remarks  which  every  paper 
will  produce*  rcftify  his  opmion».      if 


before  the  completion  of  his  wovk,  the  at-  ^   lie  fhouM  witir  too  Jittle  premeditJitioii- 
tention  of  the  puLlick  may  have  chantjed     enciimber  himiclf  by  an  unwi^Wy  fob- 


( 


it's  ooiccl } .  but  that  he  who  is  comjncd 
to  no  lingk  topick  may  fJ.\q\v  tlic  naniona^- 
tai^erhrough  all  it's  variations,  and  catch 
the  aura  popular] s — the  g^ale  of  favour, 
f;om  want  point  foever  it  fhail  blow. 

Nor  is  the  profpefl  lei's  likely  .43  cafe 
the  doubts  of  the  cautious,. and  the  ter- 
roi^  of  the  fearfijl  j  for  to  fuch  the 
ibortncfs  of  evciy  fmgle  paper  is  a  pow- 
oM  encoui-agement.    He  tliat  qucftiona 


jc6t,  he  can  quit  it  without  couleflTing 
hi»  i]Drnor.ince,  and  pais  to  other  topJcks 
Icis  (l»i>gef6us»  or  nvore  tm8-able.  And 
if  he  iiiicis,  witli  all  his  induftry,and  all 
his  ;frtificcs,  that  he  cannot  deibvc  re- 
gard, or  c  mnot  attain  it,  he  may  let  tiie" 
delign  iali  at  once;  and,  without  injury 
to  others  or  himfelf,  retire  to  airiule*- 
ments  of  greater  pkafure,  or  to  (tittties 
of  better  profpcil. 


NOIL   SATURDAY,  MARCH  24,  1750. 

flTARS   toco  1IE9CIT,   ?RBEUNT   VESTIGIA   Mlltt 

ante  fugam,  ab1entbm(^qb  ferly  oeati5  dncola  cam?vm.' 

Statiui. 

TH'  IM'ATIENT  COURSER  PAWTi   IM   tVCRY   VEIN   J 
AND,  PAWING,  IBEMS  TO  BEAT   THK  DISTANT  PLAIN   S 
HlLLSy  VALES,  AND   FLOODS,  APPEAR    ALEEADY  CR06T  ; 
AND,   ERE  HE  STARTS,  A  THOVSAND  STEFS  ARE   LOST. 


Til  AT  the  mind  of  man  is  never 
(atihficd  with  the  objects  immedl- 
atdy  before  it,  but  is  always  breaking 
a^y  from  the' pre  lent  moment,  and  lof- 
ing  itfclf  in  fchemcs  of  future  felicity ; 
ail  J  that  we  forget  the  proper  ufe  of  the' 
time  iK)w  in  our  power,  to  provide  for 
the  cnjo)-ment  or  that  whicn,  perhaps, 
may  never  be^  granted  us" ;  has  been  fre- 
[uently  remarked  :  and  as  this  pra^ice 
5  a  commodious  fubjcft  of  ^raillery  to 
1  ^^  o^>  and  of  dcclapijction  to  the  feri- 
;  oifs,  it  has  been  ridiculed  with  all  the 
{  plcafantry  of  wit,  and  exaggerated  wl.h 
^  all  the  amplifications  ofrhetorrck.  Every 
inftnhce^  by  which  it*s  abfurdity"m]gUt 
apjJeaf  meit  flagiant,  Kas  been  ftudibufly 
cdlefte*! }  it  has  been  marked  with  every 
eoithet  of  c^oAtempt,  arid  all  the  tropes  and 
figures  blve  bcco  called  fdrtlV  aganiftMtV 


POFI, 

Cenfure  Is  willingly  indulged,  becaule 
it  always  itnplics  i'orae  iuperiority  j  men 
pleafe  themfcives  with  imagining  that 
they  have  made  a  deeper  fearch,  or  wider 
furvey,  'than  others,  and  det&^led  fairft? 
and  follies  v/hich  efcape  vulgai*  obfer^ 
vation.     And  the  pleaiiirc  of  wantoning  • 
in  common  topicks  is  fo  tempting  to  a 
writer,  that  he  cannot  eafdy  reiign  it  5  a  . 
train  of  fentiroeiits  generally  received  en- 
ables him  to  fhine  withoui  labour,  and 
ta  concjuec  without  a  conteft.      It  is  fo 
eafy  to  laugh  at  the  folly  df  him  wiio 
lives  only  in  idea,  rcfiifes  immediate  calc 
for  diltant  plcaiures,  and,  inllead  of  en-  ' 
joying  the  bkffjngs  of  life,  lets  life  glide 
away  in  preparations  to  enjoy  them  ;  it 
affords  fuch  opportunities  of  triumphant 
exultation,  to  exe;ppllty  the  uuceri^iM,y  - 
of  tlitf  human  llate,  to  rcufe  mortals  from 
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their  dretoiy  and  inform  then:iof  theilknt 
cteUricy  of  timc^  that  we  mxy  believe  au- 
thors wiliiiur  rather  to  traniink  than  ex- 
-  *  amhie  (6  advantageous  a  principle^  and 
more  inclined  to  warfae  a  track  io  (mooth 
and  £>  flowery,  than  attentively  to  con* 
Mer  whether  it  kadi  to  truth. 

This  quality  of  looking  <brward  into 
iuturity  icems  thq  unavoidable  condition 
6f  a  bieing  whofe  mqtioDS  are  gradual, 
fttid  whofe  lite  is  mx>gre(Iive  >  as  his  pow. 
•rs  are  limited,  he  muft  ufe  means  for 
the  attainment  of  his  ends,  aind  intend 
fir&  what  he  performs  laft ;  as  by  eonti« 
mial  advances  firom  his  firft  ftagc  of  ex« 
tftence,  he  is  perpecuaUy  varying  the  ho« 
rizou  of  his  proTpe^^s,  he  muit  always 
diicover  new  motives  of  aAion,  new  ex- 
citements of  iear,  and  allurements  of  de- 
iliis. 

The  end,  therefore,  which  at  prefoit 
calls  forth  our  efforts,  will  be  l«hnd, 
when  it  is  once  gained,  to  be  only  one  of 
the  means  to  icmie  rcmotei'  end.  The 
natural  flights  of  the  htunan  mind  are 
uot  from  pieafure  to  pleafbie,  but  from 
hope  to  hope. 

He  that  dire£ls  his  fteps  to  a  certain 
pointy  mutt  frequcntlv  txim  his  eves  to 
that  place  which  he  ifrives  to  reach  j  he 
that  undergoes  the  fatigue  of  labour, 
muft  fohce  his  wearinefs  with  the  con- 
templation of  it's  reward.  In  agricul- 
ture, one  of  the  rooft  6mple  and  neceifary 
emplovments,  no  man  turns  up  the 
grouna  but  becaufe  he  thinks  of  the  har- 
veft;  that  harveft  which  blights  mav  in- 
tercept. Which  inundations  mav  iweep 
awav,  or  which  death  or  calamity  may  * 
hinder  him  from  reaping. 

Yet  as  few  maxims  are  widely  received, 
or  long  retained,  but  for  fbme  confbr- 
mitr  with  truth  and  nature,  it  mu(t  be 
comefled,  that  this  caution  againft  keep-  " 
ing  our  view  too  intent  upon  remote  ad« 
vants^es  is  not  without  it*s  propriety  or 
uiefomefs,  though  it  mav  have  oeen  re. 
cited  with  too  much  levity,  or  enforced 
with  too  little  diftindion :  for,  not  to 
^>eak  of  that  vehemence  of  defire,  which 
prefo  through  right^  and  wrong  to  it*s 
gratification,  or  t£it  amnions  inquietude 
which  is  joSdy  chargeable  with  difiruft 
of  Heaven,  fubje^stoofolemnibrmy  nre- 
fent  purpofe}  it  frequentl^t  happens  that, 
by  indulging  early  the  raptures  of  fuccefs, 
wt  ibiiget  tte  meafures  neceifary  to  fecure 
it,  and  fuffer  the  imagination  to  riot  in  the 
fruition  of  fome  poiuble  good,  till  the 
tiiM  of  obtaining  it  )u*  flipped  away* 


There  would,  however,  be  few  ent^* 
prites  of  great  labour  at  hazard  under-* 
taken,  if  we  had  not  the  power  of  mag- 
nifying the  advantage  which  we  per- 
fuade  ourfelves  to  expe^l  from  them. 
When  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha  gravely 
recounts  to  his  companion  the  adven- 
tures by  which  he  is  to  fignalize  himfctf 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  (t\all  be  fum- 
moned  to  the  fupport  of  empires,  foli- 
cited  to  accept  tlie  heirefs  oTthe  crown 
which  he  has  preferVed,  have  honours  and 
riches  to  fcatter  about  him,  and  an  ifland 
to  beftowon  his  worthy  fijuire;  veiy  few 
readers,  amidd  their  mirth  or  pity,  can 
deny  that  they  have  admitted  viiions  of 
the  fame  kind  $  though  they  have  n«t, 
pert)aps,  expCtSVed  events  equally  (frange, 
or  by  means  equally  inadequate.  When 
we  pity  him,  we  refieft  on  our  own  dif- 
appointmentsi  and  when  we  laugh,  our 
hearts  inform  us  that  he  is  not  more  ri- 
diculous than  ourfelves,  except  that  he 
tells  what  we  have  only  thought. 

The  underftandtng  bf  a  man  natu*- 
rally  £inguine,  may,  indeed,  be  eafily  vi- 
tiated by  the  hixiuious  indulgence  of 
hope,  however  neceffary  to  the  produAion 
of  every  thine  great  or  excellent;  as  fome 
plants  are  deftroyed  by  too  open  expo- 
nire  to  that  fun  which  gives  life  and 
beauty  to  the  vegetable  world. 

Peihaps  no  cms  of  the  human  fpecies 
requires  more  to  be  cautioned  againil  this 
anticipation  of  happinefs,  than  thofe  that 
tipire  to  the  name  of  authors.  A  man 
or  lively  fancy  no  fbonn*  finds  a  hint 
moving  in  his  mind,  than  he  makes  mo- 
mentaneous  excurfions  to  the  prefs,  and 
to  the  world  I  and,  with  a  little  encou- 
ragement firom  flattery,  pufhcs  forward 
into  future  ages,  and  pre^ofticates  the 
honours  to  be  oaid  him,  when  envy  it 
~^xrinfl  and  faction  fngotten,  and  thofe 
whom  partiality  now  fufFers  to  obfcure 
him  fhall  have  given  way  to  the  triflert 
of  as  fhort  duration  as  themielves. 

Thofe  who  have  proceeded  fb  far  as 
to  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  fuccecdinjg 
times,  are  not  likely  to  be  cured  of  their 
infatuations ;  but  all  endeavours  ought 
to  be  u(S:d  for  the  utvention  of  a  difeSfc, 
SbrwhlcB^  whtn  it  has  attained  it*s  height, 
perhaps  no  remedy  will  be  found  in  the 

dens  of  Philofophy ,  however  fhe  xsay 
:  her  phyfick  of  th»  mind,  her  ca- 
thartidcs  of  vice,  or  lenitives  of  paflSon. 
I  (hall,  therefore,  while  I  am  yet  but 
li^tly  touched  with  the  fymptoms  cC 
t^  writcr^s  nialady»  endeavour  to  fortifr. 
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■yfelf  againft  the  mfe5UoD>  ooc  without 
ibiiie  weak  ho|^»  that  my  preicrvatives 
nay  extend  twir  virtues  to  vthcrs  whole 
onploymcnt  expoles  them  to  ^  laiat 
danger; 

fir  fMft  ieHo^erunt  r tartar e  lihtU9* 

h  fwBM  jour  paffion  >  Wifdom*t  powerful 

3f  thrice  rtad  over,  (hall  ic*i  ibree  diiarm* 

FjlAMClt. 

It  is  the  (age  advice  of  EpiAetus,  that 
1  nan  (hould  accuftom  hinifelf  often  to 
think  of  what  is  rooft  (hocking  and  ter- 
iibIo>  that  by  fuch  retleaions  he  may  be 
preferved  mm  too  aident  wilhes  for 
iecming  good,  and  fium  too  much  de- 
jedion  in  real  evil. 

There  is  nothing  more  dreadful  to  an 
anthor  than  a^^i  compared  with 
which,  repi-oach,  hatied,  andaj)pofition, 
tfe  names  oi  h4>pincls :  yet  this  word, 
this  meaneft  fate,  every  one  who  daret 
to  write  has  realbn  to  tear. 

IwunCf  tt  vtrjut  ttam  vuHtare  cancrv* 
C»«iw,  and  mei^tace  thy  tupeful  lays. 

£LtlUlfITOI«« 

It  may  sot  be  unfit  for  him  who 
ntakes  a  new  entrance  into  the  lettered 
woild,  fb  far  to  i|M*peCl  his  own  powers, 
V  to  believe  that  he  poffibly  may  defence 
ivM^ib^  j  that  nature  may  not  have  qua- 
lined  him  much  to  enlarge  or  embeili(h 
knowledge,  nor  ient  him  forth  entitled 
by  indiibutabie  fuperiority  to  resulate 
the  condu^l  of  the  reft  of  mankind  \ 
thaty  though  the  world  muft  be  granted 
to  he  yet  in  ign6rance,  he  is  notjeftined 
,tD  difpel  the  cloud,  nor  to  (bine  out  as 


one  of  the  luminaries  of  life.  For  that 
fuipicion,  every  catalogue  of  a  libnury 
wiU  iumlih  fufficient  rcato  \  as  he  wA 
find  it  crouded  with  mioet  of  oiea 
who,  though  now  forgotten*  were  ooct 
no  lefs  enccrprizing  or  coafidiat  thaa 
himieif,  equally  plmed  with  their  owa 
pnodu^ns,  equally  carefled  by  their 
patrons,  and  flattered  bv  their  fiiendi. 

But  though  it  fhould  happen  that  aa 
author  is  arable  of  cxceluag^  yet  hit 
merit  may  pafs  without  notice,  huddM 
in  the  variety  <^  things,  and  thrown  into 
the  general  miiceUany  of  life.  He  that 
endeavours  after  hxat  by  writii^  fbli- 
cits  the  regard  of  a  multitude  flumatinf 
in  meaAires,  or  immerled  in  bufinefs, 
without  time  for  intelle^hial  amufe- 
menu  $  he  appeals  to  judges  prepofleiTed 
by  paffioQS,  or  corrupted  by  prejudtces» 
^Q^uch  prechide  their  approbation  of  any 
new  peiformance.  Some  are  too  indo- 
lent to  read  any  thing,  till  it*s  reputa- 
tion is  eihibUihed  j  others  toe  envious  to 
proinote  that  £nne  which  gives  thea 
pain  by  it*s  increafc.  What  4S  new  is 
oppofed,  becaufe  moft  are  unwiUing  to 
be  taught  J  and  what  is  known  is  re- 
jeAed,  Decaufe  it  is  not  fuificiently  con- 
£dered,  that  men  more  frequently  re- 
quire to  be  reminded  than  informed. 
The  learned  are  afraid  to  dechut:  thdr 
opinion  early,  left  they  fliould  put  their 
reputation  in  hazard;  the  ignorant  al* 
ways  imagine  themftives  giving  feme 
proof  of  delicacv,  when  they  refufe  to 
be  pleafed;  and  he  diat  finds  nis  way  tb 
reputation  through  all  thefe  obfbroftiona» 
muft  acknowledge  that  h^  is  indebted  to 
other  caufbs  beiides  his  induftry,  to 
IcaiTung,  or  his  wit« 
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THE  talk  of  an  author  is,  either  to 
teach  what  is  not  known,  or  to  re- 
comnieiid  known  truths  by  his  manner 
^  if  adomipg  themi  either  to  let  new  light 


in  upon  the  mind,  and  open  new  (ceacs 
to  the  profpefV,  or  to  wy  the  drefs  and 
fituatioD  otxommon  obje^s,  lb  as  togtva 
thsm  frefi)  grace  and  more  powerfufat- 
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^  tili6tions ;  to  (prea<i  luch  flowers  ovet 
tiK  regions  through  which  tlie  intcUeft 
ic«  amndy  made'  it*&  f»it>grer9,  as  m:iy 
s^  Jerapt  k  to  return ,  and  take  a  fecond  ticw 
t£  thin^  halHly  paffcd  over  or  negli- 
gently regarded. 

.  Either  di  thcfe  labours  is  very  diffiaih} 
•becaule,  that  they  may  not  he  fruiticfs 
men  muft  not  only  be  perfuaded  of  the'u: 
amorf,  but  reconciled  (6  their  guide; 
they  muft  not  only  conftft  their  ignorance, 
tot,  what  is  ftill  |efs  pleafmg,  muft  allow 
tbsu  he  Irom  whom  they  are  to  learn  is 
jDore  knoMring  than  themlelves. 

It  might  be  imao-ined  that  foch  an  em- 

fbvment  was  in  itfelf  fufficiently  irkfome 

^jBid  hazardous  j  that  nonewould  be  found 

f  fo  malevolent  as  wantonly  to  ad^  weight 

'     to  the  (tone  of  Silyphus  j  and  that  few  en  - 

dcavours  would  be  ufol  to  obftruft  thofe 

advances  to  reputation,  which,  muft  be 

made  at  fuch  an  expcnce  of  time  and 

tfamight,  with  fo  great  hazr.rd  in  the  mif- 

caniage,    and  with  fo  little  advantage 

from  the  (uccefs. 

Yet  Aere  is  a  cf  rtmn  race  of  men,  that 
cither  imagine  it  their  duty,  or  mike  it 
their  amu&meiit,  fo  hinder  the  reception 
cf  every  work  of  learning  oi*  gcftius,  who 
ibmd  as  ccntinels  in  the  avcnites  of  fame, 
and  Tslue  themft4ves  upon  giving  X^o- 
Tance  and  Envy  the  firft  notice  ofa  prey. 
To  thefe  nnen,who  diftinguifh  tnem- 
fclves  by  the  appclia'tion  of  Critics,  it  is 
neccflary  for  a  new  author  to  find  fome 
>neans  of  recommendation.  It  is  pro- 
Ijable,  that  the  raoft  malignant  of  thcfe 
perfecutors  might  l>e  fomewhat  foftened, 
and  prevailed  on,  for  a  (hort  time,  to  re- 
mit their  fiiry.  Having  for  this  puqwfe 
confidcrea  many  expedients,  I  find  in 
the  recoixls  of  ancient  times,  that  Argus 
was  lulled  by  mufick,  and  Cerberus 
quieted  with  a^lbp  ;  and  am,  therefore, 
inclined  to  believe  that  modem  criticks, 
''  who,  if  they  have  not  the'cyes,  have  the 
,'  watchfuhiefs  of  Argus,  ana  can  bark  as 
s  loud  as  Cerberus,  thouo^h  perhaps  they 
cannot  bite  with  ecfial  force,  might  be 
fubdued  by  methods  of  the  fame  kind, 
I  have  heard  how  fome  have  been  pacified 
jwith  claret  and  a  fuppcj-,  and  others  laid 
aflcep  with  the  foff  notes  of  flattery. 

Though  the  nature  of  my  undertaking 
gives  me  Aiflicient  reafon  to  dread  tlic 
iwjiled  attacks  of  this  virulent  gcheration, 
yet  I  haveaiot  hitherto  perfuaded  myfelf 
%>  take  any  jBcafures  for  flight  or  treaty. 
For  I  lun  in  doubt  wbethar  they  <an  a6l 
f^gpunftrnt  by  lawful  authority,  and  fu- 


Tpe^  that  they  have  prcfumed  upoaa  fbrg^ 
csd  commiflfon,  ft i  led  themielves  the  mi- 
mfters  of  Criticilin,  without  any  aut:hen«> 
tick  evidence  of  celxrgation,  and  uttered 
their  own  determinations  as  the  decrees  of 
m  higher  iudicaturs.. 

Criticifm,  from  v/nom  they  derivte  their 
claim  to  decide  the  fate  of  writers,  was 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  Lab^^r  and  of 
Tjuth :  (he  was,  at  htr birth, committed 
AD  the  care  of  Jufticc,  and  brouglit  up  by 
hei-  in  the  palace  of  WifJt.m,  Bein^  foon 
diftinguiihed  by  the  celeftiils  tor  lit- r  un- 
common qualities,  ftie  was  appointed  the 
govemels  of  P""ancy,  and  empo.veijd  to 
beat  titne  to  the  choi-us  of  the  Mulls, 
when  they  fung  before  the  throne  of  Ju- 
piter. 

Wlien  the  Mufos  conc*efcended  to  vifit 
tliis  lower  worlJ,  they  carrfe  accompanied 
by  Criticitm,  to  whom,  upon  her  defcent 
^m  her  native  regions,  Juftice  gave  a 
fceptrj,  to  be  cairied  aloft  in  her  right- 
hand  }  one'  end  of  which  wras  tinfluretl 
wi^.h  amSrofi^,  and  enwreathed  with  a 
goldon  foliage  of  amaranths  and  bays^ 
the  other  end  was  encircled  with  cypfe6 
and  poppies,  an.1  dipped  in  the  wraters  of 
Oblivion.  In  her  left-hand  (he  bort  an 
unextlnguifliable  torch,  manufafluredby 
Labour,  and  lii»hted  by  Ti*uth,  of  which 
it  wis  the  particular  quality  immediately 
to  fhew  every  thing  in  it's  true  form,  . 
however  it  might  be  dilguifed  to  common 
eyes.  Whatever  Ait  could  complicate, 
or  Folly  could  confound,  was,  upon  the 
firft  tjleam  of  the  torch  of  Truth,  exhi- 
bited in  it's,  diftinft  paits  and  original 
fimplicitv }  it  darted  through  the  uby^ 
rinthfi  or  fophiftiy,  and  Ihewed  at  once 
all  the  abfurdities  to  which  they  forvcd  for 
refiige}  it  pierced  through  the  robes, 
which  Rhetotick  often  fold  to  Falftiood, 
and'dctefted  the  difotoportlon  of  parts, 
which  artificial  veils  had  been  contrived 
to  cover. 

Thus  fumiihed  for  the  execution  of 
her  office,  Criticifin  came  dovm  to  fur- 
vey  the  performances  of  thofe  who  pro- 
feftcd  thcmfelves  the  votaries  of  the  Mu* 
fee.  Whatever  was  brought  before  hei', 
(he  beheld  by  the  fteady  li^t  of  the  torch 
of  Tnuhj  and  when  her  examination  had 
convinced  her  that  the  laws  of  juft  writ- 
ing had  been  obferved,  %t.  touched  it 
with  the  amaranthine  end  of  the  fceptrei 
and  configned  it  over  to  immoHaKty. 

B«t  it  more  freauently  happened,  that 
in  the  works  which  required  her  in(^>ec.. 
tion,  there  was  fome  iiupofture  attempt.. 
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cd;  tkit  falTe  colours  were  laboriomfly 
bidi  that  Cofnc  fecret  inequality  wat 
found  between  the  words  and  lentimentty 
or  fome  dUGimlitude  of  the  ideas  and  the 
ckrizlnal  objefis  j  thnt  incongruities  were 
linked  togrtktrr,  or  that  Come  part&  were 
of  no  ufc  but  to  enlarge  the  appearance 
of  the  waok,  without  contributing  to  it's 
beauty,  fuhdiryy  or  uietulneis. 

Wherever  iiich  dilcoveries  were  made, 
and  they  were  made  whenever  thek  iaults 
were  conunitted,  Criticifm  retulcd  the 
touch  which  conferred  the  ian^iion  of 
inunoruUty ;  and,  when  the  errors  were 
frequent  and  grofs,  reverfed  the  fceptre, 
and  let  drops  of  Lethe  diilil  frotn  the  pop- 
pies and  cvprcls,  a  tatal  mildew,  which 
immediateiy  began  to  waile  the  work 
away,  till  it  was  at  lad  totally  deltroyed. 

There  were  fome  compoiitions  brought 
to  the  telt,  in  which,  when  the  itrongeii 
light  wa3  thrown  upon  them»  their  beau- 
ties and  faults  appeared  fo  equally  min- 
gled, that  Criticiixn  liood  with  her  fceptre 
poifed  in  ber  hand,  in  doubt  whether  to 
(bed  Lethe  or  ambrofia  upon  them.  Thde 
at  laft  increaied  to  (b  great  a  oumber, 
that  (he  was  weary  cSf  attending  fuch 
doubtful  claims  ;  and,  for  fear  ol'ufin^ 
improperly  the  fceptre  of  Juftice,  referrra 
the  caufe  to  be  confidered  by  Time. 

The  proceedings  of  Time,  though  veiy 
dilatory,  were,  fome  few  caprices  except- 
ed, confoi-mable  to  juftice:  and  many  who 
thou^t  thcmfelves  Secure  by  a  fhort  for- 
bearance, have  funk  under  his  fcythe,  as 
they  were  poftingdown  with  their  volumes 
in  triumph  to  futurity.     It  was  oblierv- 


able  that  fome  were  dcftroyed  by  little 
and  little,  and  others  cruihed  ior  ever  by 
a  iin^le  blow. 

Criticilm,  having  loiu^  kept  her  eye' 
fixed  lleadily  upon  Time,  was  at  laft  lb 
wtll  latislied  with  his  condu£l,  that  fte 
withdrew  Irom  the  earth  with  her  patro- 
ncls  Altrca,  and  left  Prtiudicc  ^nd  Falfe 
Talle  to  ravage  at  large  as  the  idfociatts 
ot  Fi-aud  and  Milchict ;  contenting  her- 
itli  thenctkuth  to^edhcr  mfluencc  from 
aiar  upon  Ibroe  ieiecl  miitds,  fitted  to 
it's  reception  by  learning  and  by  virtue. 

Before  her  departure  (he  broke  hct 
fceptre  j  of  which  the  fhivers  that  fonned 
the  ambrofiai  end  were  caught  up  by 
Fhtu  ry,  and  thoic  that  had  b.en  icte^vd 
with  the  waters  of  Leche  wtre,  with  equal 
hafte,  iciffd  by  Malevolence.  The  tol- 
lowci  s  of  Flattery,  to  whom  Ihediftribut- 
ed  her  part  of  the  iceptre,  neither  had  nor 
defiredlight,  hnt  touched  indiicriminately 
whatever  Pow^,  or  Int<  rell  happened  to 
exhibit .  The  com'panior  s  of  Muicvolenc« 
were  fnppUcd  by  th*  Fu^i6twith  a  torch* 
which  had  thi^  qualiryoeculiarto  infernal 
Ittftre,  that  it's  light  ieilonly  upon  fault*. 

No  Ugbt,  but  rather  dar^nfis  vifiblr, 
Serv'd  only  lo  difcover  fi|hu  of  .woe. 

With  thrfe  fragments  <^  authority, 
the  Oaves  of  Flattery  and  \f^.evolencc 
marched  out,  at  the  command  of  their 
miitrelfcs,  t#  center  immortality,  or  con- 
deoui  to  oblivion.  But  the  Iceptre  had 
How  loft  it's  power  i  and  Time  pailes  his 
lentence  at  leii\ire,  without  any  icgaid 
to  their  detcrmmations. 


N«IV.  SATURDAY,  MARCH  31,  1750. 
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TH  E  works  of  fi^^ion,  with  which 
the  preient  generation  fecms  nuve 
narticidarly  denghtcvl,  are  fuch  as  ex- 
hibit life  in  it's  true  ftatc,  diverfificd  only 
by  accidents  that  daily  happen  in  the 
world,  and  influenced  by  paffions  and 
qualities  which  are  really  to  be  found  in 
converfing  with  mankind. 

This  kind  of  writ'u^  may  be  termed 
not  improperly  the  comedy  of  romance, 
and  is  to  be  condu6ied  nearly  by  the 
rules  of  comick  poetxy.  It's  province 
is  to  bring  about  natural  events  by  cafy 
wax»,  attl  to  keep  up  curiofity  with* 


out  the  help  of  wonder  :  it  is  thereforr. 
prccluded  trom  the  machines  and  expe- 
dients of  the  hcroick  romance,  and  caa 
neither  employ  giants  to  fnatcb  away  a 
lady  from  the  nuptial  rites,  nor  knights 
to  bring  her  back  from  captivity;  it  can 
neither  bewilder  it '  s  perfonages  in  deiarts, 
por  lodgethem  iiMniagin:iry  caiUfs. 

I  remember  a  rcm&fic  made  by  Sca- 
ligcr  upon  Pontanus— that  all  his  writ- 
ings are  filled  with  the  fiune  images ;  and 
that  if  you  take  from  him  his  hlies  and 
his  rofes,  his  Satyrs  and  his  Dn'ads,  he 
will  have  nothings  left  that  can  be  called 
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*  poetry.  In  like  manner,  almolt  all  the 
iiclions  of  the  laft  age  will  vanifh,  if  you 
deprive  them  of  a  hcmiit  and  a  wooa,  a 
battle  and  a  fliipwreck. 

Why  this  wild  llrain  of  imagination 
found  reception  fo  long,  in  polite  and 
learned  ages,  it  is  not  eaiy  to  conceive  5 
but  we  cannot  yronder  that  while  readers " 
could  be  procured,  the  authors  were 
willing  to  continue  it  |  for  when  a  man 
had  by  praftice  gained  fome  fluency  of 
language,  he  had  no  further  care  thgn  to 
'  retire  to  his  clofet,  let  loofe  his  invention, 
and  heat  his  mind  with  incredibilities-: 
a' book  was  thus  produced  without  fear 
of  criticiiin ;  witjjout  the  toil  of  ftudy, 
without  knowledge  of  nature,  or  ac- 
quaintance vnth  life. 

The  talk  of  our  prelent  writers  is  very 
different ;  it  requires,  together  with  that 
learning  which  is  to  be  gained  firom 
books,  that  experience  which  can  never 
be  attairevi  by  foHtary  diligence,  but 
mult  arife  from  general  converfe  and  ac- 
curate oblervation  of  the  living  world. 
Their  peiformances  havej  as  Horace  ex- 
prefles  it—'  Plm  oneris  quantum  *venta 

*  Tftifius — ^little  indulgence,  and  thtre- 

*  foa^  rriore  difHculty  .*  They  are  engaged 
in  portraits  of  which'every  one  knows 
the  original,  and  can  d^teft  any  deviation 
from  ex.i6>uefs  of  rtfemblance*  Other 
writing  are  lafe,  .except  fiom  thcmahce 
of  Icai^in^  j-  but  tbefe  art  in  danger  frorti 
cvei  y  commrtn  re»l'cr :  as  (he  (lif^per  ill 
exccu'^elwas  ceri(ured'by  ^  Shoemaker 
wlio  Jiapptned  to  ftop  in  hi«  way  at  the 
Venus  of  Apelles.  •  '    -       '  *      • 

But  the  tear  of  not  being  approved  as 
juft  copiers  of  human  mannas,  is  not 
the  moft  important  concern  that  an  au- 
tlior  of  this  fort  ought  to  have  before 
him.  Thcfe  books  are  written  chiefly 
to  the  young,  the  ignorant,  and  the  idle, 
to  whom  they  fcrve  as  Ie6iures  of  oon- 
du5>,  and  introtluftions  into  life.  They 
aic  the  entertainment  of  minds  unfur- 
nifticd  with  icj^as,  and  therefore  cafily 
fulceptible  of  impreflionsj  not  fixed  by 
principles,  and  therefore  calily  follow- 
ing the  current  of  fancy ;  not  informed 
by  experience,  and  confcquently  open 
to  every  falfe  fliggeftion  and  paitial  ac- 

COUJlt. 

Tha^  the  hightft  degree  of  rcvei-ence 
■/houl  \  be  paid  to  youth,  and  that  no- 
thing: inlcccnt  fliould  be  fuJfered  fo  ap- 
]  roach  their  ey^s  or  ears,  are  precepts 
txtorted  by  fenle  and  virtue  fom  an  an- 
cient writer  by  no  means  eminent  for 


chaftky  of  thought.  The  fame  kinrf^ 
though  not  'the  lame  degree  of  caution. 
Is  required  in  every  thing  which  is  hid 
before  them,  to  fecure  them  from  uniufl 
prejudices,  pcrvei*fe  opinions^  and  in- 
congruous combinations  of  images. 

In  the  romatices  formerly  written, 
every  tranfa6Vion  and  fentimcnt  was  &% 
remote  finora  all  that  pallcs  amon^  men, 
that  the  reader  was  in  very  little  danger 
of  making  any  applications  to  himfclf; 
the  virtues  and  aimcs  were  equally  be- 
yond'his  Ipherc  of  afHvityj  and  lie 
amufed  himfelf  with  heroes  and  with 
traitors,  deliverers  and  perfecutors,  as 
with  beings  of  another  fpecies,*  whofe 
a£lions  vwre  regulated  upon  motives  of 
then-  own,  and  who  had  neither  faults 
nor  excellences  in  common  with  him- 
felf. 

But  when  an  adventurer  is  levelled 
witli  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  a6^ts  in 
fuch  fcenes  of  the  univerfal  drama  as 
may  be  the  lot  of  any  other  man,  younr 
fpe6tators  fix  their  eyes  upon  him  with 
cloler  attention,  and  hope,  by  obferving 
his  behaviour  and  fliccels,  to  regulate  * 
their  own  pi-a£Uces  when  they  mall  be 
engaged  in  the  like  part. 

For  this  reafon,  theP-  familiar  hiftorie* 
may  perhaps  be  made  of  gi'eatcr  ufc  than 
the  folfemnitics  of  proreflTed  morality, 
and  convey  the  knowledge  of  vice  and 
virtue  with  more  cificacv  than  axioms 
and  definitions.  But  it  the  power  of 
example  is  fo  great  as  to  take  poflTefTion 
of  the  memor)'  by  a  kind  of  violence, 
and  produce  cffefts  almoft  without  t\m 
intervention  of  the  will,  care  ought  to  be 
taken  th^t,  when  the  choice  is  unrc- 
ftrained,  the  beft  exainples  only  fhould 
be  exhibited}  and  that  which  is  likely 
to  operate  ii  ftrongly,  (hould  not  hi 
mifcnievous  or  uncertain  in  it's  efFefts. 

The  chief  advantage  which  thefe  fie- 
tions  have  over  real  lihr  is,  that  their  au- 
thors are  at  liberty,  though  not  to  in- 
vent, yet  to  felecl  objefts,  and  to  cull 
'from  the  mafs  of  mankind- thofe  indivi- 
duals upon  which  the  attention '  ought 
moft  to  be  employed;  as  a  diamond, 
though  it  cannot  be  made,  may  be  po- 
liftied  by  art,  and  placed  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  as  to  difplay  that  luftre  which  before 
vras  buried  among  common  ftones. 

It  is  jultlv  conlidered  as  the  greateft 
excellency  of  art,  to  imitate  natxirc  5  but 
it  is  neceffary  to  diftlnguifh  thofe  parts  of 
nature  which  are  moft  proper  for  imita- 
tion :  greater  care  is  ftiU  required  in  re- 
-     -     '  '  '     pre- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


X 


THE     RAMBLER; 


M 


preientiiig  Itfi^y  wfakh  is  (6  oReii  dif- 
coloured  by  Mffion^  or  deformed  by 
wickedBeft.  U  the  world  be  frorait- 
cuoufly  dcfcribedj  I  cannot  fee  of  what 
v£e  it  can  b^  to  read  the  account ;  or 
why  it  may  not  be  as  iafe;to  ttim  the 
eye  imroiediately  upon  mwind  as  upon 
a  mirroT)  which  mews  all  that  prefcnts 
itfelf  without  .dtCa^imination- 

It  is  therefore  not  a  fufEcient  vindica- 
tion of  a  chara£^er9  that  it  is  drawn  as 
it  appears,  for  many  chara5^ers  ought 
aerer  to  be  drawn  i  nor  of  a  narrative^ 
that  the  tram  of  Events  is  ap^eable  to 
obfervation  and  experience,  for  that  ob- 
(ervation  which  is  caHed  knowledge  of 
the  world  will  be  found  mucKmoce  fre- 
qiiendy  to  make  men  cunning  than  &;ood. 
The  puipofe  of  thefe  writinij^  is  lurcly 
not  only  to  (hew  mankind,  but  to  pro- 
vide that  they  may  be  ken  hereafter  with 
lefs  hazard^  to  teach  the  means  of  avoid- 
ing the  {hares  which  are  laid  by  Trea- 
chery for  Innocence,  without  infuling 
uiytwiih  for  that  fuperiority  with  which 
the  betrayer  flatters  his  vanity,  j  to  e;ive 
the  power  of  counterafting  fraud,  with- 
out the  temptation  to  pracrlfe  it ;  to  ini- 
tiate youth  by  mock  encounters  in  the 
art  ofneceflary  defence,  and  to  incrcaie 
prudence  without  impairing  virtue. 

Many  writers,  for  the  mit  of  follow- 
ing nature,  Co  mingle  good  and  bad  qua- 
lities in  their  principsd  perfonages,  that 
they  arc  both  equally  confpiaious  ;  and 
as  wc  accompany  them  through  their  ad- 
ventures withjdelight,  and  are  led  by 
degree  to  intereft  ourfelvcs  in  their  fa- 
vour, we  lofe  the  abhorrence  of  their 
faults,  becauie  they  do  not  hinder  cur 
pleafure,  or  perhaps  regard  them  with 
fbme  kindnels  for  being  imited  with  Co 
much  nierit. 

There  have  been  men,  indeed,  &len- 
didly  yirlckQd>  whofe  endowments  tnrew 
a  brightneik  on  their  crimes,  and  whom 
fcaice  any  villainy  made  perfcftly  dc- 
teflablc,  becaufe  they  never  could  be 
wholly  divcfted  of  their  excellences  t 
but  fuch  have  been  in  all  ages  the  great 
corrupters  of  the  world  ^  and  their  re- 
lemblanoe  ought  no  more  to  be  preferv- 
ed,  than  the  art  of  murdering  without 
pain.  ^4kcU^  ?  itA:0^  ^ 

Some  have  advaaecil»  ^thoxit  du&at- 
tention  to  the  coiile(|iifli)ces  of  this  no- 
tion, that  certain  \4rtues  have  their  cor- 
responding fiultt  i  andy  thflreforei  that  to 
«maMt^(^icr  apart  is  to  deviate  from 
fribahuit^.    Thusmea  are  obfervod  by 


Swift  to  be « gratdul  in  the  fame  degree 
<  as  they  aie  i^fentful.'  This  princi- 
ple, with  others  of  the  fame  kind,  fup- 
pofes  rtiin  to  aft  from  a  brute  imp!ille| 
and  purfue  a  certain  degree  of  inclina- 
tion, without  any  choice  of  the  obie*^; 
for,  otherwife,  though  it  Ihould  be  al- 
lowed that  gratittule and  refentment  aiife 
from  the  lUme  conftitution  of  the  pif- 
fions,  it  follows  not  that  thty  will  be 
equally  indulged  when  reafon  is  con- 
fulted ;  yet  umcfs  that  confequence  be 
admitted,  this  fagacious  maxim  becomes 
an  empty  found,  without  any  relation  to 
praftice  or  to  life. 

Nor  is  It  evident,  that  even  the  fii-ft 
motions  to  thefe  effefts  are  always  in  the 
fame  proportion.  For  Pride,  which  pro- 
duces quicknefs  of  refentment,  will  ob- 
fbu6l  gratitude,  by  unwillingnefs  td  ad-- 
mitthat  inferiority  which  obligation  im* 
plies;  and  it  is  very  unliktly  that  he 
who  caimot  think  he  i-eceives  a  favour, 
will  acknowledge  or  jnepay  it, 
.  It  is  of  the  utmofl  importance  to 
mankind,  that;  poiitions  or  this  ten- 
dency fhould  be  laid  open  and  confuted; 
.  for  while  me^  confider  good  and  evil  as 
A)ringing  firom  the  fame  root,  they  will 
fpare  the  one  for  the  fake  of  the  other; 
and,  in  judging,  if  not  of  others,  at  leaft 
of  themfelves,  will  be  apt  to  eftimate 
their  virtues  by  their  vices.  To  this 
fatal  error  all  tnofc  will  contribute  who 
confound  the  colours  of  right  and  wron? ; 
and,  inflead  of  helping  to  fettle  their 
boundaiies,  mix  them  with  fo  much  art, 
that  no  common  mind  is  able  to  difunite 
them. 

In  narratives,  where  hifJorlcal  vera- 
city has  no  place,  I  cannot  difcovcr  why 
there  fhould  not  be  exhibited  the  molt 
perfeft  idea  of  virtue ;  of  virtue  not  an- 
gelical, nor  above  probability,  fi^r  what 
we  cannot  credit  we  fhall  nevci'  imitate, 
but  the  highefl  and  pureft  that  himianitv 
can  reach,  whichj  excrciied  in  fuch  trials 
as  the  various  revolutions  of  things  fhall 
bring  upon  it,  may,  by  conqueiing  fome 
calamities,  and  enduring  others,  teach 
us  what  vre  may  hope,  and  what  we  can 
perform.  Vice,  for  vice  is  neceflary  to  ' 
be  fhewn,  fhould  always  difgxiftj  nor 
fhould  the  graces  of  gaiety,  or  the  dig- 
nity of  courage,  be  fo  united  with  it 
as  to  reconcile  it  to  the  mind.  Whcre- 
evei-  it  appears,  it  ihould  raife  hatred  by 
the  malignity  of  it^s  ora^ices,  and  con- 
tempt by  the  meannefs  of  it's  (b-atagcm?; 
for  while  it  is  fupported  by  either  {arts 
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•r  fpirit,  it  will  ht  icUom  hwrfily  iH. 
horred.  The  Roman  tynr.t  wa^  cbo- 
rent  to  be  hatH,  if  he  was  hut  frarctl ; 
iM-  there  are  thcu  aivls  of  the  rcada-j  of 
roinanires  willing  to  be  thonght  wicked, 
if  they  nOy  be  aiiow«i  to  be  wits.    It 


it  thefcfbne  to  b€  fWatfily  incuTctt^  fhat 
rimie  is  the  highcdprtwf  of  uncteritand- 
mg:,  and  the  onhr  lolid  bafis  of  great- 
ness:  and  tlpt  vice  it  the  natural  con- 
feq«ence  of  narrow  thoughts  5  that  it 
b^insin  miftakty  and  ends  in  ignominj. 


N?  V.  TUESDAY,  APRILj,  1750. 
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EVERY  man  in  ftifficiemly  difcon- 
tented  with  fimre  circumftancct  of 
his  prtftnt  ftatc,  to  rnffcr  his  iniajrina- 
tion  to  range  more  or  lefs  In  queft  of 
future  happincfs,  and  to  fix  upon  fome 
p^nt  cf  tune,  in  which,  hy  the  rtnioval 
of  the  iftconrcnicncc  which  now  per- 
plexes him,  or  acfjwifkion  of  the  advan- 
tage which  he  atprefent  wants,  he  fhall 
ftnd  the  condition  of  his  life  very  much 
improved. 

when  this  time,  which  is  too  often 
tKpe^ed  with  great  impatience,  at  laft 
arrives,  it  generally  comes  whh.out  the 
bleiitng  for  which  it  was  defiral  j  but  we 
folace  ourfelvesAvith  fome  new  profpef^, 
and  prefs  forward  again  with  equal  ea- 
gerneis. 

It  is  lucky  for  n  man  in  whom  this 
temper  prevails,  when  he  t\ims  his  hopes 
upon  things  wholly  out  of  his  own  pow- 
er; fince  he  forbcijs  then  to  precipitate 
his  affairs,  for  the  fajce  of  the  great  event 
that  is  to  compleat  his  fcKcity,  and  waits 
for  the  blifsful  hour  with  lei's  ncglefl  of 
the  meafuret  necefl^  to  be  taken  in  the 
mean  time. 

I  have  long  known  a  perfon  of  this 
temper,  who  indnlgt«l  hi:*  dream  of  hap- 
pincfs with  lefs  hurt  to  himfelf  than  fuch 
chimerical  wifties  commonly  proc'uce, 
and  adjufled  his  fcheme  with  fuch  ad- 
^drefs,  that  his  hopes  wrre  in  ftill  bloom 
/  thrt^e  parts  of  the  year,  and  in  the  other 
'\pjrt  never  wholly  blaftcd.  Many,  per- 
haps, would  be  defu-ous  of  leamin<j-  by 
what  means  he  procurt^  to  himfelf  fuch 
a  cheap  and  lalVing  titisfaftion.  If  was 
p-4ineff  by  a  conftant  pni<5lice  of  refer- 
ring the  rci-noval  of  all  \\U  uneiiilncfs  to 
the  comintr  of  the  next  fpring:  if  his 
beiirh  w.is  imp-*T«d,  the  fpring  would 
reitoic  It ;   if  what  he  wanted  WJS  at  a 


big^  price,  it  would  fall  it*s  value  In  the 
fpiing. 

Tbe  {fr'm^,  indeed,  did  often  come 
without  any  of  thefc  eiflfe^ls,  but  he  w» 
always  certain  that  the  next  would  be 
more  propitious;  nor  was  ever  convinced 
tiiat  the  prefcnt  fpring  would  fail  himbe-* 
fere  the  middle  of  mmmer  i  for  he  al- 
ways talked  of  the  fpring  as  coming  tiU 
it  was  paft;  and,  when  it  was  once  paft, 
every  one  agreed  with  him  that  it  was 
coming. 

By  long  convafe  with  this  man,  I 
am,  perhaps,  brought  to  feel  immode- 
rate pleafure  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
deliehtf\il  feafon  :  but  I  have  the  fatis- 
feflion  of  finding  many,  whom  it  can  be 
no  fhame  to  refembk,  infe5\ed  with  the 
fame  emhufiafin  ;  for  there  is,  I  believe, 
frarce  any  poet  of  eminence  who  has 
not  left  fome  teftimony  •f  his  fondneis 
for  the  flowers,  the  zephyrs,  and  the 
warblers  of  the  fpring.  Nor  has  the 
mult  luxuriant  imagination  been  able  to 
defcribe  /he  fei^enity  and  happinefs  of 
the  golden  a«jc  otherwile  than  by  giving 
a  oerpetiial  Ipring,  as  the  highcit  rewarS 
or  uncorruptcd  innocence. 

There  is,  indeed,  (bmethtng  inexpref- 
fibly  pleafing  in  the  annual  renovation  of 
the  world,  and  the  ncv  difplay  of  the 
treafiues  a^  nature.  The  cold  an<l  dai'k- 
nefs  of  winter,  with  'he  naked  defor- 
mity of  every  obicil  on  which  we  turn 
om-  eyes,  make  us  rejoice  at  the  fiiccced- 
insj^^  leafon,  as  welffor  what  we  have  cf- 
caped,  as  for  what  we  may  enjoy  ;  and 
every  budtiing  flowt  r,  which  a  warm  fr- 
tuation  brings  eai'Vy  to  oxu*  view,  is  con- 
lldercd  by  us  as  a^meffengci-  to  notify 
the  approach  of  more  joyous  days. 

The  Spring  aftwds  to  a  mind,  Ho  free 
from  the  dilturbdncc  of  cares  or  palTions 
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ai  to  be  vacaal  to  calm  aimtiemetttt,  al- 
noft  eveiy  thing  that  our  prdent  ibte 
makes  us  capabk  of  enjoying.  The  va- 
riegated verdure  of  the  fields  and  woods, 
die  fucceifion  of,  grateful  odoui*s,  the 
T<Hce  of  pleaiure  pouring  out  it*s  notes 
on  every  Ude,  with  the  gladnefs  appa- 
rently conceived  hj  every  animal,  irom 
the  growth  of  hit  food,  and  the  ckrmencv 
of  the  weather,  throw  over  the  whole 
earth  an  air  of  gaiety,  Hgnificantly  ex- 
prefled  by  the  fmile  of  nature. 

Yet  there  are  men  to  whom  ttiefe  fcenes 
are  able  to  zive  no  delight,  and  vfho 
hurry  away  nom  all  the  varbrties  of  ru- 
ral beauty,  to  lofe  their  hours  and  di- 
vert their  thoughts  by  cards  or  aflem- 
blles,  a  tavern  dinner,  or  the  prattle  of 
the  day. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  poiition 
which  wiil  feWom  deceive,  that  when  a 
man  cannot  bear  his  own  company  there 
is  fomcthing  wrong.  He  mult  fly  fi-om 
himrelf,  either  becauie  he  feels  a  tedlouf- 
y^  nefs  in  life  from  the  equipoife  of  an  erap- 
C  ty  mind,  which,  having  no  tendency  to 
one  niotion  more  than  another  but  as  it 
is  impeOed  by  Tome  extemaliK>wer,  niuft 
always  have  recouife  to  foreign  obje<fU ; 
or  he  muft  be  afraid  of  the  intruHon  of 
ibme  unpleafing  ideas,  and  perhaps  is 
ftru^in?  to  efcape  from  the  remem- 
brance of  a  lofs,  tne  fear  of  a  calamity, 
or  fome  other  thought  of  greater  horror. 
Thoie  whom  (bn-ow  incapacitates  to 
enjoy  the  pleafurcs  of  contemplation, 
to  fuch  diveriions, 
cent|  as  lav  ftrong 
and  thoie  whom 

Cfrai^^^^^H^HAi6Uon  chains  down 
to  ^^^^^^^Heavour  to  obviate  the 


pons  ihall,  on  this  ec- 
1  on  fuch  as  aie  burdtn- 
ofelves  merely  becauie  they 
wanrniDJe^s  for  refle6lion,  and  to  whom 
die  volume  of  nature  is  thrown  o^ 
witho\it  affording  them  pkafure  or  m- 
ih^ftion,  becauie  they  never  learned  to- 
read  the  cbai*a^ers. 

A  French  author  has  advanced  this 
Iteming  pai-adox— that  *  very  few  men 
^  know  now  to  take  a  walk  ;*  and,  in- 
deed* it  is  true,  that  few  know  how  to 
take  a  walk  with  a  profpe^  of  any  oth« 

flcajurc  than  the  lame  company  would 
ave  aUbided  them  at  home. 
^      There  are  anunals  that  borrow  their 
/      colo^ir  from  the  neighboiuring  body,  and 
^    conicquently  vary  their  hue  as  they  hap- 


pen  to  change  their  place.  In  like  man- 
ner it  ought  to  be  the  endeavour  of  every 
man  to  derive  his  refle^Uons  from  the 
objects  about  him  i  for  it  is  to  tk>  pur- 
pofe  that  he  alters  his  position,  if  his  at« 
tention  continues  fixed  to  the  (^une  point* 
The  mind  Ihould  be  kept  ooen  to  th^%c- 
cefs  of  every  new  idea,  and  fi>  far  difen- 
gaged  from  the  predbminance  of  Pgrti* 
cu&r  thoughts  as  eafily  to  accemmMate 
itfelf  to  occafional  entertainment. 

A  man  that  has  formed  this  hari)it  of 
turning  every  new  objeft  to  his  enter- 
tainment, finds  in  the  produ^on  of  na- 
tiut:  an  inexhauftible  ftock  of  materials 
upon  which  he  can  employ  himfelf  with- 
out any  temptations  to  envy  or  malevo- 
lence ;  faults,  perhaps,  (eldom  totally 
avoided  by  thole  "^ofe  judgment  is 
much  exercifed  upon  the  works  of  art* 
He  has  always  a  certain  profpe6i  of  dif* 
coveriiig  new  reafons  for  adoring  the 
fovereij^n  Author  of  the  univerfe,  and 
probable  hopes  of  making  fome  di^- 
very,  of  benefit  to  others,  or  of  profit  to 
himfelf.  There  is  no  doubt  but  many, 
vegetables  and  animals  have  qualities 
that  might  be  of  great  ule,  to  the  know, 
ledge  of  which  tnerc  is  not  required  much 
force  of  peneb^ion,  or  fatigue  of  ftudy, 
but  only  frequent  experiments  and  cloib 
attention.  What  Is  Ikid  by  chymifts  of 
their  darllns:  mercuiy,  is  perhaps  true  <^ 
every  body  through  the  whole  creation, 
that  if  a  thou  land  lives  ihould  be  fpent 
upon  it,  all  it's  properties  yrmM  not  be 
found  out. 

Mankind  muft  necelTarily  be  diverfi* 
fied  b^  various  taftes,  fince  life  afibidt 
and  requuTsfuch  multiplicity  of  emplojr. 
ments;  and  a  nation  of  naturalifts  is 
neither  to  be  hoped  nor  defired  :  hut  it  it 
ilirely  not  improper  to  point  out  a  fi^ih 
amuiementtto  thole  who  languilh  lA 
health,  and  repine  in  plenty,  for  want  of 
ibme  iburce  of  diveriion  tkit  may  be  leis 
eafily.exhaufted,  and  to  inforoi  tbt  mill- 
titudes  of  both  fexes,  who  are  burdened 
with  every-  new  day,  thtti  there  aW  many 
(hews  ^Ins^h  they  have  not  icen. 

He  that  enlaiges  his  curiofity  aftet-  the 
works  of  nature,  demoniWj^  myltiplies 
the  inlets  to  happlnefs  j  and  therefore 
the  younger  part  of  my  readers,  to  whom 
I  dedicate  this  vernal  ijieculatioo,  muft 
excuie  me  for  calling  upon  them,  to^ 
make^fe  at  once  of  theijwing  of  the  year, 
and  the  fpring  of  liie;  to  ftcqnhne,  while' 
their  minds  may  be  yet  imprdTed  with 
new  im!i^<?«,  a  love  of  innocent  i>lea- 
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furesy  iod  an  ardour  for  ulcfiil  know-  vernal  flowerty  however  beautifal  and 
ledge  i  and  to  reniember,  that  a  blighted  gay,  are  only  intended1)y  nature  as  prt- 
^riiig  makes  a  barren  year»  and  th^  the    paratives  to  autuxxmal  milts. 


N«  VL   SATURDAY,  APRIL  7^  1730. 

STKSMVA  NOt  BXSaCET  ttt%tiTtAf    NAVIBVS  ATQJDS 
4^IIADKI0Ii  PETIMUS    BZMS  VIVIRE  :    QUOD  PBTISy    HIC  EST; 
E«T  VLUEElSy  AMIMOJ  81  TB  MOM  DEFICIT  JKQJDUS. 

>r  Hob* 

ACTIVE  IN  INPOLENCEy  ABROAD  WE    BOAM 

IV   <tUE8T,  OF  HAPPINESS,    WHICH  DWELLS  AT  HOME  t 

WITH  VAIK  PURSUITS  FATIGU'd,    AT  LENGTH  YOU*Lt  FIMDr 

ko  place  excludes  it  fbom  an  equal  mind. 

Elpkinston. 


THAT  man  (houkl  never  fiiffer  his 
happinefs  to  depend  upon  external 
i  «raunflances,  is  one  of  the  chief  pre- 
cepts of  the  Stdical  philofophy  $  a  pre- 
crpt,  indeed,  'which  that  lofty  fe^  has 
cttended  beyond  the  condition  of  human 
life,  and  in  which  fome  of  them  feem  to 
have  coroprifed  an  utter  ezcJuHon  of  all 
corporal  paki  and  pleafure  from  the  re- 
gard or  attention  or  a  wHe  man^ 

Such  fapientia  infaniens^  as  Horace 
calls  the  do^lrine  ot  another  fe£l,  fuch 
extravagance  of  philoibphy,  can  want 
lieither  authoritv  nor  aigument  for  it*s 
confutation :  it^s  overthrown  by  the  ex- 
perience of  every  hour,  and  the  powers 
of  natm-e  rife  up  again(l  it.  But  we  may 
very  pioperly* enquire,  how  near  to  this 
exalted  ttatc  it  is  in  our  power  to  ap- 
proach, how  far  we  can  exempt  ourfelves 
mm  outward  influences,  and  iecwe  to 
CEur  minds  a  ftate  of  tranqmllity  :  for 
though  the  boaft  of  abfolute  indepen- 
dence is  ridiculous  and  vain,  yet  a. mean 
^ijexibility  to  every  impulle,  and  a  patient 
^  fubmiffioo  to  the  tyranny  of  cafual  trou- 
bles, is  below  the  dignity  of  that  mind 
which,  however  depraved  onweakened, 
boafts  it*s  derivation  from  a  ceieftial  ori- 
ginaly  and  hopes  for  an  union  with  infi- 
nite  goodnefs  and  unvariable  felicity. 

Ifl  vitHs  pQoraf ovens 
Frefrkm  dejerat  ortum* 

Vnlefi  the  fouly  to  vice  a  thraUy 
Deieit  her  owa  original* 

The  neceflihr  of  ere£ti^g  ourfelves  to 
ibme  degree  of'^intelle6hial  dignity,  and 
of  pre^nring  refborces  of  pleafure  wl^ich 
may  not  be  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  acci* 
4entf  is  never  aoore  apparent  tnkn  when 
we  turn  «ur  eyes  upon  thofe  whom  for* 


tune  has  Iet>loofe  to  their  own  condu^^ 
who,  not  being  chained  down  by  their^ 
condition  to  a  regular  and  ihitea  allot- 
ment of  their  hours,  ^re  obliged  to  find 
themfelves  buiinels  or  diveriion ;  and, 
having  nothing  within  that  can  entertain 
or  employ  them,  arc  compelled  to  try  all 
the  arts  of  deftroying  time. 

The  numberlefs  expedients  pra^ifed 
by  this  clafs  of  moitals  to  alleviate  the 
burden  of  life,  is  not  lefs  fhameful,  nor 
perhaps  much  lefs  pitiable,  than  thofe  to 
which  a  trader  on  the  edge  of  bank- 
ruptcy is  reduced.  I  have  feen  melan- 
choly ovafpread  a  whole  family  at  the 
difappointment  of  a  party  for  cards  j  and 
when,  after  the  propofai  of  a  thoufand 
fchemes,  and  the  dUpatch  of  the  footman 
upon  a  hundredmeflages,  they  have  fub- 
mitted,  with  gloomy  i-efignation,  to  the 
nusfoi-tune  of  palling  om^Mu|gin  con- 
verfation  with  each  o^^^^^^dtn, 
fuch  are  the  revolutil 
unexpe6lcd  vilitor  I 
lief,  acceptable  as  pr 
city,  and  enabled  (' 
the  next  day. 

,  The  general  remedy  < 

uneafy  without  knowing  the^ 

change  of  place ;  they  arc  willing  to  una- 
]|ine  that  tncir  pain  is  the  confequence  of 
iome  local  inconvenience,  and  end^voiur 
to  fly  fiom  it,  as  children  from  their  iha-  'j 
dows  i  always  hoping  for  fome  more  la* 
tisfa^tory  delig^  frOTi  every  new  fcene» 
and  always  returning  home  with  diiap* 
pointment  and  compkints. 

Who  can  look  upon  this  kind  of  infa. 
tuatlon^  without  rdHefting  on  thofe  that 
fuflfer  under  the  dreadfid  fymptom  of 
canine  madnefs,  termed  by  phyficians 
the  iiread  of  water  F  Thefe  miferable  ^ 
wretchesy  unable  to  drinky  though  bum-  * 

inf 
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iDg  with  tfairft,  are  (bmetimes  knowt)  to 
try  various  coutoitions,  or  inclinations  of 
the  body,  flattering  thcmlelves  that  they 
can  fwallow  ih  one  pofhirc  that  liquor 
>^  which  they  find  in  another  to  repel  their 
iips. 

.  Yet  fudi  folly  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
thoughtlefs  or  ignorant,  but  fbmetimcs 
ieizes  thofc  minds  which  (eem  molt  ex- 
empted from  it,  by  the  variety  oH  at- 
tainments, quickneis  of  penerratlon>  or 
ievcrity  of  judgment  j  and,  indeed,  the 
pride  of  wit  and  knowledge  is  often 
mortified  by  finding  that  they  confer  no 
fecuritv  againil  the  common  errors  which 
miflead  the  wcakeli  and  meaneli  of  man-> 
kind. 

Thefe  reflexions  arofe  in  my  mind 
«pon  the  rcniem^^rance  of  a  pafia^e  in 
Cowley's  preface  to  his  poems ;  whei-e, 
however  exalted  by  ^^enius,  and  enlarged 
by  fhidy,  he  informs  us  of  a  fchenie  of 
happinefs  to  which  the  imagination  of  a 
girl  upon  the  lols  of  hei-  firft  lover  couid 
have  icarcely  given  way,  but  which  he 
ieems  to  have  indulzea,  till  he  liad  to- 
tally forgotten  it's  abfurdity,  and  would 
prM>ably  have  put  in  execution,  had  he 
been  hindered  only  by  his  reafon. 

*  My  deiire;'  lays  he,  *  has  been  for 
ibme  years  pail,  though  the  execution 
has  been  accidentally  diverted,  and 
docs  ftill  Vehemently  continue,  to  re- 
tire myfelf  to  fome  of  our  Ajnerican 
Plantations ;  not  to  fcek  for  gold,  or 
enrich  myfeif  with  the  ti-affick  of  thofc 
parts,  which  is  the  end  of  moft  men 
that  travel  thither,  but  to  forfake  this 
world  for  eVer,  with  all  the  vanities 
and  vexations  of  it,  and  to  bury  m3rfelf 
therein  fbmcobfcure  retreat,  but  not 


Cowley;  for  whatever  might  be  his  opi- 
nion of  the  importunity  with  which  he 
might  be  fummoned  back  into  publick 
life,  a  fhort  experience  would  have  coh- 
vince^l  him,  that  privation  is  eafier  than 
acquilition,  and  that  io  would  require  little 
continuance  to  free  himfelf  from  the  in- 
trufion  of  tht  worW.  There  is  pridb  \ 
cnou£:h  in  the  human  heart  to  prevent  ) 
much  defire  of  acquaintance  with  a  man  / 
by  whom  we  arc  fure  to  be  ncglefted, 
however  his  reputation  for  fcience  or  vir- 
tue may  excite  our  curiofity  or  etleem  j 
fo  that  the  lover  of  retirement  needs  not 
be  afraid  left  the  refpe^  of  ftrangers 
fhwild  overwhelm  him  with  vifits.  Even 
thofc  to  whom  he  has  formerly  been 
known  will  very  patiently  fupport  his 
abience  when  they  have  tried  a  little  to 
live  without  him,  and  found  new  diver- 
lions  for  thofe  moments  which  his  com- 
pany contributed  to  exhilarate. 

It  was  perhaps  ordained  by  Provi- 
dence, to  hintler  us  from  tyi-annizing 
over  one  another,  that  no  individu3 
fhould  be  of  I'uch  importance  as  to  cauie, 
by  his  retircn^ent  or  death,  any  chafm 
in  the  world.  And  Cowley  had  con- 
verfcd  to  little  purpofe  with  mankind,  if 
he  had  never  remaiked,  how  foon  tht 
ufeful  fiienti,  the  gay  companion,  and 
the  favoured  lover,  when  once  they  arc 
removed  fi-om  befoic  the  lipht,  give  way 
to  the  fucccfiion  of  new  objefls. 

The  privacy,  thercfoit,  of  his  hermi- 
tage might  have  been  fafe  enough  fipom 
violation,  though  he  had  chofen  it  within 
the  limits  of  his  native  iiland  y  he  might 
have  found  here  prefervatives  agamft  th\ 
'vanities  and  *vexaUofu  of  the  world,  not 
•  Icfs  efficacious    than   thofe  which  the 


without  the  confolation  of  letters  jtnd  "Vpods  or  fields  oi  America  could  aflbrd 
philofbphy  /  ^  hitn  :  but  having  once  K\%  mind  embitter- 

3uch  was  the  chimerical  provifion  on  with  dif^ft,  he  conceived  it  impof- 
which  Cowley  had  mfide,  in  nis  o^  Jible  to  be  far  enough  fiom  the  caufc  of 
mind,  for  the  quiet  of  his  r«naininglifH»'p*'hi«  uneannefs;  and  was  pbftinsr  awsy 
and  which  he  feems  to  recommend  to  wiA  the  expedition,  of  a  coward,  who, 
pofterity,  fince  there  is  n»  other  reafon  for  wtot  of  venturing  to  look  behind 
for  diiciofing  it.  Surely  no  ftronger  in-  him,  tmnks  the  enemy  perpetually  at  his 
ftaice  can  bc'given  of  a  pcrfuafion,  that  *  liBeb. 

oootent  vi^  the  inhabitant  of  particular        Whfhhewas  interrupted  by  company, 
rcpoMt  and  that  a  man  might  fet  fail    or  fatigued  with  bufinefs,  he  fo  ftrong- 


with  a  £ur  wind,  aiki  leave  behind  him 
all  his  cares,  inctimbrances,  and  €aht< 
nifties. 

If  he  tra^IIed  fo  Bar  withno  otherpur- 
polc  than  to  bury  bimfr^infjmi  obfcurt 
reirtat^  bemi^thave&und,  in  his  own 
country,  innunierable  coverts  lumcienf- 


ly  imaged  to  himfelf  the  happinefs  of 
ieiflire  and  retreat,  that  he  determined  to 
enjoy  them  for  the  future  without  inter- 
ruption, and  to  exclude  for  ever  all  that 
could  deprive  him  of  his  darling  fatit^ 
faftion.  He  forgot,  in  the  vehemence 
of  defire,  that  folitude  and  quiet  owe  their 


JljP'dark  to  baye  concealed  tbe  genius  of    plcafures  tathofe  miferi^  whicbhe  waa 
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fb  ihidious  to  olmale  *.  for  fuch  are  die 
viciflitudes  of  the  world,  through  all  it^t 
partSy  that  day  and  night,  labour  and 
'reft,  hurry  and  retirement,  endear  each 
other  4  fuch  are  the  changes  that  keep  the' 
jnind  in  a£kion ;  we  delire,  we  purfue,  we 
obtain,  we  are  fatiated ;  we  defire  Tome- 
thing  ehe,  and  begin  a  new  puriuit. 

If  he  had  piocmled  in  his  prryeft,  and 
iixcd  his  habitation  in  the  mott  delight- 
ful part  of  the  new  world,  it  may  be 
doubted,  whe:h:r  his  diftance  from  the 
*vaxities  of  life  would  iiavc  enabled  him 
to  keep  away  the  vexations.  It  i^  corn- 
Dion  for  a  man  who  tbels  pain  to  fancy 
that  he  could  bear  it  better  in  any  other 
part.  Cowley  having  known  the  trou- 
bles and  perplexities  oT  a  particular  con- 
dition, readdy  perliiaded  hiinlelf  that  no- 


diing  worfe  wat  to  be  fofund,  .and  tfiat 
every  alteration  would  brine  fbme  im- 
provement: he  never  fufpe^&d  that  the 

vcaufe  of  his  unhappinefs  was  within  ; 
^t  his  ovni  paiHons  were  not  fufficient- 
ly  regulated ;  and  that  he  vmharaiTed  by 
his  own  impatience,  which  could  never 
be  without  iomething  to  awaken  it,  would 
acc(m]pany  him  over  the  (ea,  and  find 
it's  way  to  his  American  efyfnun.     He 

•  would,  upon  the, trial,  have  been  ibcm 
convinced,  that  the  fountain  of  content 
muft  fprine  up  in  the  mind ;  and  that  be 
who  has  folittlc  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture, as  to  feck  happinefs  by  changing 
any  thing  but  his  own  difpoutions,  wifl 
wafte  his  life  in  fruitlels  efforts,  and 
multiply  the  griefs  which  he  purpofes  to 
remove^ 


N**  VII.  TUESDAY,  APRIL  lo,  1750. 


•  Q.VI  FZRPETVA  MCWDVM  RATIONI  GUBlKKAly 
T£»RARUM  COILIQVI  SATOR  !-* 

OXSJICK  TBRRtNJK  MEBULAS  IT   f OKDSIA  MOLIS, 
ATQJUE  TWO  SPL^KDORX  MICA  !    TV  KAM^VE  SBRtKUM» 
TU  RCq.VItS  TRANQjeiLLA  PllS.      TR  CERNRRR,  PINIS, 
VRINCIPIUM,  VECTOa,    DUX,    SEMITA,  T  tRMIN  US,  IPEM* 


BoETMlUt. 


O    THOV  WHOSE  POWER  O^ER   MOVING  WORLDS  PRESIDES^ 

WHOSE  VOICE  CREATED,  AND  V^HOSE  WISDOM   GUIDES^ 

ON    DARKLING  MAN   IN   PURS  EFPULGFNCE   SHINE, 

AND  CHEAR   THE  CLOUDED  MIND  WITH  LIGHT  DIVINE. 

•tIS    THINE  ALONE    TO   CALM    THE    PIOUS  VtlEAST 

WITH  SILENT  CONFIDENCE  AND  HOLT  REST  : 

rROM  TNEEy    GREAT  COD,    WJ£  SPRING)    TO  THEE  WE    TEND; 

PATH,  MOTIVE,  GUIDE,  ORIGINAL,  AND  END. 


TH  E  love  of  Retirement  has,  in  all 
ages,  adhered  dolely  to  thoie  minds 
which  have  been  moft  enlarged  by  know- 
let^,  or  elevated  by  genius:  Th<  '" 
who  enjoyed  every  thing  generally  luj 
poled  to  confer  nappinels,'   have 


whofe  faculties  enable  hrni  to  make  reader 
companions  of  the  prelent  with  the  palt» 
jyill  find  fuch  a  conftant  recurrence  of 
flaiame  pleftfures  and  troubles,  the  fame 
ent^ations  and  difappointments,  that 
he^ll  gladly  (hatch  an  hour  of  retreat» 


forced  to  fcekitin  tte  (hades  of  privacy*     tcf  let  his  thoughts  expatiate  at  large. 
Though  they  poflefltxl  both  power  anck^^d  ftek  for    that  varietur  in  his 
riches,  and  were  therefore  liirroimded 
by  men  who  confidered  it  as  thcif^ef 
intereft  to  remove  firom  them  evpy  th«g 
that  might  offend  their  eaie,  gar  intef - 
nipt  their  pleaAu^  they  have  focn  felt 
jthe  languors  of  fatiety,  and  found  them* 
f  ielves  unable  to  purfue  the  race  of  life 
without  frequent  refpirations  of  inter- 
X  naediate  fblitude. 

To  produce  this  difpofition  nothing 
i^pears  requifite  but  quick  fenfibility, 
and  a£live  imaginationi  for,  though  not 
devvtodto  virtue  or  icicnce,  the  man 


ideas  which  the  fubjecU  oif  fenfe  cannot 
afibrdhim. 

N^r  will  greatnefs,  or  abundance,  ex- 
cnmt  him  from  the  iportuiiities  of  this 
dehre;  fince,'if  he  is  f>om  to  think,  he 
cannot  refhrain  hirofelf  from  a  thou&tfid 
enquiries  and  fpewlations,  v^ch  he 
mutt  purfue  by  his  ow^  rcaibni  aj5l 
which  tlie  Iplcndour  of  his  condition  cmi 
only  hinder  ;  for  thofe  who  are  moft 
exalted  above  dependence  or  contro^ 
ire  yet  condonned  to  pay  fo  laigc  a  tri- 
bute of  their  time  to  cu^ms  ceremony, 

and 
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and  popfularitv,  that,  according  to  the 
Greek  prorei-D,  no  man  iii  the  houfe  U 
more  a  (lave  than  the  mafter. 

When  a  king  aflced  Euclid  the  ma- 
thematician, whether  he  could  not  ex- 
plain his  art  to  him  in  a  more  coropcn- 
atous  manner,  he  was  anfwered,  that 
there  was  no  royal  way  to  geometry. 
Other  thinfijs  may  be  Icized  by  might, 
or  purchaled  witn  moneys  bur  know- 
ledOT  Js  to  be  gained  Only  by  ftudy,  and 
ftu-ly  to  be  prolecuted  only  in  retire- 
ment. 

TTiefe  are  fome  of  the  motives  which 
have  had  power  to  fetjuefter  kings  and 
heroes  from  the  crowds  that  loothed 
them  with  flatteries,  or  infpi!  ited  tliem 
with  acclamations:  but  their  efficacy 
ieems  coniined  to  the  higher  mind,  and 
^:o  operate  little  upon  the  common  dafles 
of  mankind,  to  whofe  conceptions  the 
{Mpefent  aifemblage  of  things  is  adequate^ 
aiid  who  feldom  range  beyond  thofe  en- 
tertainments aikl  vexations  which  io- 
licit  their  attention  by  preiling  on  their 
lenies. 

But  there  is  an  univ;erial  neafoh  for 
fame  ftated  intervals  of  folitude,  which 
the  inftitutions  of  the  church  cjJl  upon 
mc  now  efpecially  to  mention  j  a  rea- 
son which  extends  as  wide  as  moral 
duty,  or  the  hopes  of  Divine  favour  in 
a  future  ftate  -,  and  which  oug4it  to  in- 
fluence aU  ranks  of  lifs,  and  ^  degrees 
«tof  intelk^}  iince  none  can  imagine 
themfdvcs  not  comprehended  in  it's  ob- 
ligation, but  fuch  as  detemune  to  iet 
their  Maker  at  de^ance  by  obftinate 
wickednefs,  or  whofe  enthufiaftick  fe- 
curity  of  his  approbation  pkces  them 
above  external  ordinances,  and  all  hu- 
man means  of  improvement. 

The  great  talk  of  him  who  condu£ls 
his  life  by  the  precepts  of  religion,  is  to 
iDake  the  future  predominate  over  the 
mefent,  to  imprels  up<m  his  mind  fo 
ronoi^  a  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  obe- 
dience to  the  Divine  Will,  of  the  value 
of  the  reward  promifed  to  virtue,  and 
the  terrors  of  the  ptnoiibment  denounced 
againf^  crimesi  as  may  overbear  aH  the' 
tenmtations  which  temporal  hope  or  fear 
canbring^  in  his  way,  suid  enable  him  to 
bid  eqiuu  defiance  to  joy  and  forrow,  to 
torn  sway  at  one  time  from  die  alhire-' 
ttents  ofambitioff,  :md  pitfh  forward  at' 
aoocfaer  againft  the  threats  of  calamity* 

It  U  not  whhotft  M<m  ti^nt  the  Apof- ' 
^  remieiiH  ouf  paflage  throngh  this 
MMgt  Of  ottT  exiifence  'by  sita^et  drawn 


from  the  alarms  attd  folicitude  of  a  mi- 
litary life ;  for  we  are  placed  in  fuch  a 
fbte,  tiiat  almoft  every  thing  about  us 
confpires  againft  our  chief  interelt.  We 
are  in  danger  from  whatever  can  get  pof- 
kfTion  of  our  thoughts  j  all  thdt'can  ex- 
cite in  us  either  pain  or  pleaiure  h;is  a 
tendency  to  obftruft  the  way  that  leads 
to  happinef^,  and  eithei*  to  turn  us  afidc, 
or  retard  oyr  progrefe. 

Onr  fenies,  our  appetites,  and  our 
pafRons,  are  our  lavimil  an<i  faithful 
guides  in  mott  things  that  relate  folely 
to  this  life ;  and  therefore,  by  die  hour-  * 
ly  neceflity  of  confultinf;  them,  wegi-a- 
dually  (ink  into  an  imphcit  lubmi^ion 
and  habitual  confidence.  Every  a6l  of 
compliance  with  their  njotions  facilitate* 
a  fecond  compliance  j  every  new  fiep  to- 
wards depravity  is  made  with  Icfs  re-» 
hiflance  than  the  fbmier ;  and  thus  the 
defcent  to  life  merely  fenfual  is  perpe- 
tuallv  accelerated! 

The  fenifes  have  Hot  only  that  advan- 
tage ovef  confcience,  which  things  ne- 
ceSary  muft  always  have  over  things 
chofen,  but  they  have  likcwife  a  kind  of 
prcfcription  in  their  favour^  We  feared 
pain  much  earlier  than  we  apprehended 
guilt,  and  were  delighted  with  the  fen- 
iations  of  pleafure  before  we  had  capa-* 
cities  to  be  charmed  with  the  beauty  of 
ifeftitude.  To  this  power,  thus  early 
efbblifhcd,  and  inceilantly  increadng,  it 
mufl  be  remembered,  that  almoft  every 
man  has,  bk  fome  part  of  his  life,  added 
new  fbrength  by  a  voluntary  or  negligent 
iubje^lion  of  hbnfelf  j  for  w(io  is  there 
that  has  not  inftigated  his  appetites  by 
indnlgeiiice ;  or  fuffered  them  by  an  un- 
refilHng  neutrality  to  enlarge  their  domi- 
nion, ;md  mujtiply  their  demands  > 

From  the  neceflity  of  dilpofff  ffing  the 
icnfitivc  faculties  of  tlie  influence  which 
they  muft  naturally  gain  by  this  pre- 
occupation of  the  foul,  arifes  that  con- 
flift  between  oppofite  defircs  itt  the  firii 
endeav'curs  after  a  religioiis  life  j  whlcli, 
faowevci'enthufiafticaily  it  may  have  been 
defcribed,  or  however  contemptnoully 
ridiculed)  will  naturally  be  felt  in  fome 
degree,  though  \wifd  without  end,  by 
different  tempers  of  mind,  and  Innu- 
dJerable  circumftances  of  health  or  con- 
dition^ jITeatcr  or  lefs  fervour,  more  or 
f^er  temptations  to  r^hpfe. 

From  ths  pcrpctti.il  neceifiry  of  cov* 
ftiltiPfrthe  animal  faculties,  in  cnirp  o- 
Vifion  foi'  the  prefent  life,  rj-irts  the  dif- 
ficulty of  wimfbuftdlng  their  imjail/es, 
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eyen  in  caies  where  th^  ought  to  be  of 
no  weight ;  for  the  ihotions  of  ienie  are 
inibntauieouS)it*s  obje^  ftiike  unfought, 
we  are  accu(tomed  to  follow  it*s  direc- 
tions ^  and  there£»re  often  fuhmit  to  the 
fentence  without  examining  the  authoiity 
of  the  judge* 

Thus  it  appears,  ufkon  a  philofi>phical 
eftimate,  that,  fuppofing  the  mind,  at 
any  certain  time,  m  an  eauipoiie  between 
the  pkaiRires  of  this  life  and  the  hopes 
of  futurity,  preftnt  obje^s  falling  more 
frequently  into  the  fcsde  would  u  time 
preponderate,  and  that  our  regard  £ot 
an  tnviiible  fbte  would  stow  every  mo- 
ment weaker,  till  at  laft  it  would  lofe 
all  it's  activity,  and  become  abiblutely 
without  efFe6^. 

To  prevent  this  dreadful  event,  the 
balance  is  put  into  our  own  hands,  and 
we  have  power  to  transfer  the  weiffht  ta 
cither  fide.  The  motives  to  a  me  of 
holinefs  are  infinite  $  not  le&  than  the 
favour  or  anger  of  OmnLpotcnce,  not  lefs 
than  eternity  of  happinete  or  roifbrv.  But 
theft  can  only  influence  our  conou^  as 
they  gain  our  attention,  which  the  bufi- 
nefs  01*  dtvcriions  of  the  world  are  always 
calling  oflf  by  conthuy  attraflions. 

The  great  art  therefore  of  piety,  and 
the  end  for  which  all  the  rites  of  religion 
ieem  to  be  tnftituted,  is  the  perpetual 
renovation  of  the  motives  to  virtue,  by 
a  voluntary  employment  of  our  mind  in 
.  the  contoupiation  of  it^s  exceflence,  it*s 


importance,  and  it*s  neoefEty;  whichi  ia 
proportion  as  they  are  more  frequently 
and  more  willingly  revolved,  gain  a  more 
foixible  and  permanent  influence,  till  in 
time  they  become  the  reiming  ideas,  the 
fbndln^  principles  of  a^on,  and  the  teft 
by  which  eve^  thing  propofed  to  the 
judment  is  reje^ed  or  applroved. 

To  ^li^  this  change  of  our  af- 
fefUons,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  weaken 
the  temptations  of  the  world,  by  re- 
tiring at  certain  feafons  from  it ;  for  it's 
influence  aniing  only  from  it*s  prefence, 
is  much  leflened  when  it  becomes  the 
objeft  of  foUtaiy  meditation.  A  con* 
fbint  refldence  amidil  noife  andM^leafin^ 
inevitably  obliterates  the  imprefhons  of 
piety,  and  a  frequent  abfti-amon  of  our- 
fclves  into  a  ftate,  where  this  life,  like 
the  next,  operates  otily  upon  the  reafon, 
will  reinftate  religion  in  it's  juft  autho- 
rity, even  without  thofe  irradiations  from 
above^  the  hope  of  which  I  have  no  in- 
tentions to  witndrawfrom  the  fincere  and 
the  diligent. 

This  is  that  conqueft  of  the  world 
and  of  ouriehes,  which  has  been  always 
coniidered  as  the  perfe^on  of  human 
nature:  and  this  is  only  to  be  obtained 
by  fervent  prayers,  fteady  refolutions, 
and  frequent  retirement  firom  folly  and 
vanity  i  from  the  cares  of  avarice^  and 
the  joys  of  intemperance ;  from  the  lul-  ' 
ling  founds  of  deceitful  flattery,  and  the 
tempting  fight  of  pro^>crous  wickednefii^ 
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-rATiToa  poavAs  rxccAMDi  sola  voivntai; 


KAM  tCBLVS  INTMA  tl  TACITVH  f^^l  COGlTilT  VILVM, 
TACTI  CaiMtK  MABBT* 


TOR  HE  THAT  BUT  CONCtlVKt  A  CtlMX  IK  TKOVGHT, 
CONTRACTS  THX  DANGER  OF  AN  ACTUAL  FAOLT. 


Jcv# 


IF  the  moft  a£kive  and  Induftrious  of 
mankind  was  able,  at  the  dofe  of 
life,  to  recoiled  dlftin£Uy  his  pafl  mo- 
ments, and  dilbribute  thera,  in  a  regu- 
lar account,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  beenTpcrtt,  it  is  fcarcely 
to  be  imagined  how  few  would  be 
mariced  out  to  the  mind  by  any  petma- 
nent  or  viable  effc6b,  how  flnall  a  pro- 
portion his  real  a£Uon  would  bear  to  his 
leeroing  poflibilities  gf  aftion,  how  ma- 
ny chafms  he  would  find  of  wide  and 
-c  )ntmue?l  Yicuity,  and  how  many  in- 
terftitial  fpaccs  ua£lled|  eveainchq  mofl 


Crxxcr. 

tumultuous  hurries  of  bufincfs,  and  the 
moft  eager  vehemence  of  purfuit. 

It  is  faid  bv  modem  phibfbpbers,  \ 
that  not  only  tne  great  globes  of  matter  \ 
are  thinly  fcattered  through  the  uniyerie,    } 
but  the  hardefl  bodies  ace  To  porous,    / 
thaty.  if  all  matter  ^ifsre  coa)pi:efled  to 
perfe£l  fbiidity,  it  might  be  contained  / 
m  a.cube  of  a  few  feet.    In  like  man.^ 
ner,  if  all  the  employment  of  life  were 
crcHided  into  the  time  which  it  reaMy 
occUjpiedf  perhaps  a  fe^  weeks,  days,  or 
hourL  -wwii  \^  -nifficient  for  it^s  acjf , 
coHipfcfJIiprjy^  fi»  far  as  the  n^iAdwa* 
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engaged  in  the  peFfbrmance.    For  (uch 

is  the  inequaHty  of  our  corporeal  to  our 

inteUe6hiai  faculties,  that  we  contrive  in 

minutes  Dvhat  We  execute  in  wars,  and 

rthe  foul  often  fbtnds  an  idle  ipe^ator  of 

[  the  labour  of  the  hands  and  expedition 

^  «fthef^. 

f  «r  this  reaiba,  the  ancient  gtnerab 
often  found  them^ves  at  leifure  tp  pur- 
ine the  fhidy  of  philofophy  in  the  camp : 
and  Lucan,  with  hiitSffical  Teraci^» 
maizes  Csefar  relate  of  himfelf,  that  ne 
wted  the  revolutions  of  the  ftars  i4  the 
midft  of  preparations  for  battle. 

^'^^ Media  inter  praVtafemper 

SidirihaSf  cceltfue  ^fagisf  fuferifjue  v^emfU 

Amid  the  ftonns  of  war,  with  curioas  eyes 
I  txau.  the  planets  and  ^rvey  the  fkies. 

That  the  (bul  always  exerts  her  pecu- 
liar powers,  with  greater  or  lefs  force,  is 
Toy  probablet  though  the  common  oc- ' 
canons  of  our  prefcnt  condition  require 
but  a  fmall  part  of  that  inceifant  cogi- 
tation i  and  oy  the  natural  frame  of  o\ir 
bodies,  and  general  combination  of  the 
wnid,  we  are  fo  frequently  condemned 
^  inadivity»  that  as  through  all  our 
time  ve  are  thinkings  fo  for  a  gipeat  part 
of  our  time  we  can  only  think. 

1^  a  power  fb  reftlefs  ihould  be  ei- 
ther uBprofitablyr  or  hurtfully  employe4y 
and  the  fuperfluities  of  intdleft  run  to 
wafle,  it  is  no  vain  fpeculation  ta  cpn- 
fider  how  we  may  govern  our  thou^ts, 
refbain  them  from  irregular  motions^  or 
confine  them  from  boundless  diflipation. 
How  the  underfianding  is  hm  con- 
du£bd  to  ^he  knowledge  of  fciencey  by 
what  fteps  it  is  to  be  Ira  forwards  in  it's 
puriuit,  how  it  is  to  be  cured  of  it's 
ae&£ls9  £uvl  habituated  to  new  fhidies, 
has  been  the  enquiry  of  many  acute  and 
learned  men,  wnofe  obiervations  I  fhall 
not  either  adopt  or  cenfure ;  my  purpole 
bang  to  coafider  the  moral  difcipUne  of 
the  mind,  and  to  promote  the  increiUe  of 
Virtue  rather  than  of  learning. 

This  inquiry  feems  to  have  been  neg- 
lefted  kit  want  of  reiBcmberin^  th^  all 
aftioD  has  it's  origin  in  the  mmd,  and 
.  that  therefore  to  mffer  the  thoughts  to 
The  vitiated  is  to  poifon  the  fountains 
V  of  morality  :  irregular  defuies  will)xro- 
duce  licentious  practices  \   what   men 
allow  themiclvcs  to  wifh  they  will  foon 
believe,  and  will  be  at  lail  incited  to  exe- 
cute what  they  pleaib  themfeWes  with 
coQt(ivii^« 


For  this  reafon  du  cafuifts  of  the 
Romiih  church,  who  gain,  by  confef- 
fion,  great  opportunities  of  knowing 
human  natture,  have  generally  deter- 
mined that  what  it  is  a  crime  to  do,  it  \% 
a  crime  to  think.  Since,  by  revolving 
with  pleafiire  th»;  facility,  iarety,  or  ad- 
vantage of  a  wicked  deed,' a  man  foon 
begins  to  find  his  confbincy  relax,  ard 
bis  deteftation  foften  ;  the  happinefs  pf 
fucceis  glittering  before  him,  withdraws 
his  attention  from  the  2^trociou(hefs  ^ 
the  guilt,  and  a6ts  are  at  laft  confidently 
perpetrated,  of  which  the  firft  conception 
only  crept  into  the  mind,  difguifed  in 
pleaiing  complications^  Wl  permitted 
rather  than  inyited* 

No  man  has  ever  been  drawn  to  crimes 
by  love  or  jealoufy,  envy  or  hatred,  but 
hfe  can  tell  how  cafjy  he  might  zx  fidt 
have  repelled  the  temptation,  how  rea- 
dily his  mind  would  have  obeyed  a  call 
to  any  other  objeft,  and  how  weak  his 
pafQon  has  been  after  fome  cafual  avQ. 
cation,  till  he  has  recalled  it  again  to  his 
heart,  and  revived  the  vipjr  by  too  war^  '* 
a  fondnefs. 

§uch,  therefore,  is  the  importance  of 
keeping  reafbn  a  conft^^it  guard  over 
imagination,  that  we  hatre  otherwife  no 
fecurity  for  our  own  virtue,  but  msre* 
corrupt  our  hearts  in  the  moft  redule 
folifude,  \^ith  more  pernicious  and  ty-- 
rannical  appetites  and  wilhes  than  the 
commerce  ot  the  world  will  gencralty 
produce  :  for  we  are  eaiily  fhocked  by 
crimes  which  appear  at  once  in  their  foil 
magnitude ;  but  the  gradu^  erowth  of 
our  own  wickednefs,  endeared  bry  inte- 
reft,  and  palliated  by  the  artiftces  of 
ieif-deceit,  gives  ut  time  to  form  dif- 
tin£Uons  in  our  own  favour,  and  reafpn 
by  d^rees  fubmits  to  abfurdftv,  as  the  ' 
eye  is  mtime  accommodated  to  ^arknefs^ 

In  this  diftiafe  of  the  foul,  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  apply  remedies  at 
the  beginning  \  and  therefore  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  ihew  what  thoughts  are  to 
be  reje^led  or  improved,  as  they  regard 
the  piaft,  prefent,  or  future  $  m  hopes 
tiiat  fome  may  be  awakened  to  caution 
;md  vigilance,  who  perhaps  indulge 
themfelves  in  dangerous  dreams  $  (6 
much  the  more  dangerous,  becauie  being 
yet  only  dreams,  they  are  concluded  in- 
nocent. 

The  recoiIe£lion  of  the  pafl  is  only 
ufeful  by  way  of  provifion  for  the  fu« 
lure  i  and  therefore,  in  reviewing  all  oc- 
currences that  fall  amder  a  ^religious  con- 
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fideratiooy  it  is  proper  that  a  man  ftop 
at  the  firft  thoughts,  to  remark  how  he 
Vras  led  thither,  and  why  he  continues 
the  n  flexion.  If  he  is  dwelling  with 
delight  upon  a  Oratagcm  of  fuccefsful 
ft-au.1,  a  iiight  of  licentious  riot,  or  an 
intrigv'c  of  guilty  pleafure,  let  him  fura- 
mcn  off  his  unagination  as  from  an  un- 
lawful pui»fuit,  expel  thofe  paiTap^s  from 
his  remembrance,  of  which,  thou;:h  he 
cannot  jeriou(\y  approve  them>  the  pjca- 
fure  overpowers  the  guilt,  and  refer 
them  to  a  future  hour,  when  they  may 
ht  confidered  wlih  rreakr  fafcty.  $ucn 
an  hour  will  certain! v  come ;  for  the  im- 
preflions'  of  paft  plcafore  are  always 
•  kitcning,  buf  the  lenf^;  of  guilt,  which 
reri>cc>^  futurity,  continues  the  fam»^. 

The  ferious  and  impartial  retroJfpeft 
of  our  conduft  is  indllputably  n^ceUary 
to  the  confiimation  or  recovery  qf  vir- 
'tue,  and  is  therefore  recommended  u^' 
der  the  name!  of  fdf-eacamination,  by 
divines,  as  the  fjrft  aft  previous  to  re- 
pentance. Ins,  indeed,  of  fo  great  ufe, 
fhaf  wirhoyt  it  we  ihoujd  ajways  ^)e  to 
T)e^in  life,  b^  fcduccd  for  ever  by  the 
fame  allurements,  ai^  miflfd  by  the 
-fame?anacies;  But  in  order  that  we 
jyijty  not  ioie  the  advantage  of  our  ex- 
periehce,  we  Anft  endeavour  to  fee  ^yery 
'  thlrg  in  it's  proper  form,  ^d  excite  in 
our/elves  thofe  ientiments  which  the 
great  Author  of  nature  h;^s  decreed  the 
tonlcomitapts  or  followers  of  ggod  or 
bad'aftions. 

n.n  •7«^?n>^  Ti  ^'  f  ^^nj  Ti/uM  H«vtfK  fTfXirdt; 

Let  not  fleep,  fays  Pythagwis,  fall  upon  thy 
eyes  trfl  thnu  haft  thrice  reviewed  the 
tianiadirnt  otthc  paft  day.  Where  have 
i  tprned  afiUc  from  re^tude  ?  What  have 
J  been  doing  '  What  have  I  left  undone, 
whicli  I  ought  to  have  done  )  Begin  thifs 
t'rom  (be  (icft  a6^,  and  proceed  j  and,  in 
concluHon,  at  the  ill  which  thou  haft  done^ 
h(?  troubled,  *!id  rejoice  for  the  good. 

Our  thought*;  on  prefcnt  things  being 
defcnmned  by  tl>e  obje^S  before  us, 
Jail  not  under  fhoJ'e  indulgences,  or  ex- 
ruriJon««,  which  I  am  now  confidering. 
•Bu*-  I  rann'^t  forbear,  under  this  head, 
to  ^auti^n  pious  and  tender  minds,  that 


are  difturbed  by  the  imiptians  t>f  ^ncfc' 
cd  imaginations,  againu  too  great  de- 
jcflion,  and  too  anxious  alarms  ;  for 
thouglus  are  only  criminal  when  they 
an;  firft  cbofcn,  and  tlien  voluntarily 
continued. 

Evil  into  the  mind  of  god  dr  man 

May  come  and  go,  fo  unapproved,  and  le^vo. 

No  fpot  or  ft^n  behind. 

MiiTosr, 

In  ftiturity  chiefly  art  the  fnaret 
lodged,  by  which  the  imai;'tnation  is  m- 
tangled.  Fu*iin>y  is  the  proper  abode 
of  nope  and  ttar, '  with  nil  their  ^rain 
ani  progeny  of  fubordinatc  apprchen- 
fioHb  and  defires.  In  funirlty,  events 
and  chaares  are  yet  floating  at  large,  "^ 
without  apparent  connection  with  their 
caufts ;  and  we  therefore  eafily  indulge 
the  liberty  of  gratifying  ourfelyes  with 
'k  pleafing  choice.  To  pick  and  cull 
among  poflibleadvantaf^vs  is,  ai,thecivii\ 
law  terms  it,  in  vacuum  'V*nire — totake y 
what  belonp^s  to  nobody :  but  it  has  this 
hazard  in  it,  that  we  fhall  be  unw  ding 
to  quit  what  we  have  feized,  though  an 
owner  fhould  be  found.  It  is  eafy  to 
think  on  that  which  may  be  gained,  tijl 
at  laft  we  rffojve  to  gain  itj  and  to  image 
thehappinef^  of  particular  conditions, 
till  we  can  be  ealy  in  no  other.  W<s 
ought  at  lead  to  let  our  defires  fix  upon 
nothing  in  another's  power  for  the  lal« 
of  our  quiet,  or  in  another's  pofl*cfrion 
for  the  fake  of  our  innocence.  When 
a  man  finds  himfelf  led,  though  by  a 
-train  of  honeft  fentiments,  to  wifii  for 
that  to  which  he  has  no  right,  he  fhould  "*. 
ftart  back  as  from  a  pitfal  covered  with  ' 
flowers.  He  that  fancies  he  fhould  be- 
nefit the  publick  more  in  a  great  ftatio|i 
than  the  man  that  iUls  it,  will  in  time 
imagine  it  an  a£l  of  virtue  to  fupplant 
him  ;  and,  as  oppofition  readily  kindles 
into  hatml,  hit  ea^emefs  to  do  that 
^ood  to  which  he  is  not  called  wil| 
betray  him  to  crimes  which  in  his  ori-. 
ginal  fcheme  were  never  propofed. 

He  therefore  that  would  govern  his 
actions  by  the  laws  of  virtue,  mufl  ro- 
tate his  thoughts  by  thofe  pf  reafon  : 
he  mufl  keep  guilt  from  the  recefles  of 
his  heart  5  and  remember  that  the  plea- 
fures  of  fiincy,  and  the  emotions  of  de- 
fire,  ace  more  danecrous  as  they  are 
more  hidden,  fince  they  eicape  the  eye 
of  obfervation,  and  operate  cquajly  ip 
every  fit\iation,  without  the  concurrence 
of  external  opportunities, 

N*  IX, 
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CHBSI  WHAT  YOU  ARE  5    KO  OT^HER  8TATR    PRJtFRR 


IT  IS  juftly  remarked  by  Horace,  that, 
bowloever  cvay  man  may  complain 
occaiioiially  ot  the  hardihips  of  hie  con- 
ditiooy  he  ia  feidom  filling  to  chaOfige  it 
for  any  other  on  the  famie  level:  for 
whether,  it  be  that  he  who  follows  an 
employment  made  choice  of  it  at  firft 
on  account  of  if's  fuitablenefs  to  his  in- 
ci'mation ;  oi^  that,  when  accident,  or  the 
determination  of  others,  have  placed 
him  in  a  particular  Itation,  he,  by  en- 
deavouring to  recoiicilc  hirafelf  to  it,  gets 
the  cuftom  of  viewing .  it  only  on  the 
faireft  fide ;  or  whether  every  man  thinks 
that  clafs  to  which  he  belongs  the  moft 
illu^ovs, .  merely  becaufe  he  has  ho- 
noured it  with  his  name  J  it  is  certain 
that,  whatever  be  the  reafon,  moft  men 
have  a  very  ftrong  and  aftive  preiiidice 
in  favour  of  their  own  vocation,  al\i-ays 
working  upon  their  minds,  and  infiu-- 
encing  their  beliaviour. 

This  partjajity  is  fufficiently  vifible 
in  every  rank  of  the  human  fpecies  j  but 
it  exerts  itl'eif  more  frequently  and  with 
greater  force  among  thoiie  who  have  ne- 
ver learned  to  conceal  their  ientlments 
1k>r  reaibns  of  policy,  or  to  model  their 
^xprefBons  by  the  £xws  of  politenefs ; 
and  therefore  the  chief  contefts  oT  wit 
among  artificers  and  handlcraftfmen  arife 
(rom  a  mutua)  endeavour  to  exait  one 
.trade  by  depreciatmg  another. 

From  the  fame  principles  are  derived 
many  confolations  to  alleviate  the  incon- 
veniences to  which  every  calling  is  pe- 
culiarly expofed.  A  blackfmith  was 
lately  plea£ng  himfelf  at  his  anvil,  with 
obicrvmg  that,  though  his  trade  was 
hot  and  looty,  laborious  and  unhealthy, 
yet  he  had  the  honour  of  livii^  by  ms 
Wuner;  he  got  his  bread  like  a  man; 
and  if  his  fon  /hould  rife  in  thf  world, 
Vki  keep  his  coach,  nobody  could  re- 
proach him  that  hi9  father  was  a  taylcn-, 
A  man  tjruty  zealous  for  his  frater- 
nity, is  never  fb  irrefiflibly  flattered  as 
when  ibme  iwal  calling  is  mentioned 
with  contempt.  Upon  this  principle  a 
linen-draper  boaftcd  that  he  nad  got  a 
pew  cuftomer  whom  he  could  Sifely 
frukf  for  h?  could  have  no  d9ubt  of  bis 


Elphinstow* 

honefty,  fince  it  was  known  from  tm- 
queftionable  authority,  that  he  was  now 
filing  a  bill  in  chancery  to  delay  pay- 
ment for  the  cloaths  which  he  had  worn 
the  lafl  feven  years  j  and  he  himfelf  had 
heard  him  declare,  in  a  publick  coffee- 
houfe,  that  he  looked  upon  the  whole  ge- 
neration of  woollen -diapers  to  be  fuch 
defpicable  wretches  that  no  gentleman 
ought  to  nay  them. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  phyficians 
and  lawyers  are  no  friends  to  religion  i 
and  many  conjeftures  have  been  formed 
to  difcovcr  the  i-cafon  of  fuch  a  combina- 
tion between  men  who  agree  in  nothing 
elfe,  and  who  feem  lefs  to  be  affif6^ed,  in 
their  own  provinces.byreligiousopinions, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  commdnity. 
The  truth  is,  very  few  of  them  have 
thought  about  religion:  but  they  have 
all  fcen  a  parfon  j  feen  him  in  a  habit 
different  from  their  own,  and  therefore 
declared  waragainfthlm.  A  young  ftu- 
dent  from  the  inns  of  court,  who  has  of- 
ten attacked  the  curate  of  his  father's 
parifh  with  fuch  arguments  as  his  ac- 
quaintances could  fumifh,  and  returned 
to  town  without  fticcefs,  is  now  gone 
down  with  a  refolution  to  deftroy  him  ; 
for  he  has  learned  at  loft  how  to  manage 
a  prig,  and  if  he  pretends  to  hold  him 
again  to  ly llogifra,  ne  has  a  catch  in  r^- 
ferve,  which  neither  logick  nor  jncta- 
phyficks  can  refill. 

I  laugh  to  thbk  how  yoor  tinihaken  Cato 
Will  look  aghaft,  when  unfbrefeen  deftntC' 

.    tion 
pours  in  upon  him  thus. 

The  malignity  of  foldiers  and  failors 
again  ft  each  othei*  has  been  often  expe- 
rienced at  the  coft  of  their  coimtry ;  and, 
perhaps,  no  orders  of  men  have  an  en- 
mity of  more  acrimony,  or  longer  con- 
tinuance. When,  upon  our  mte  fuc- 
ceifes  at  fea,  fome  new  r^^lations  wei^ 
concerted  for  eflablifhhig  the  rank  of  the 
naval  commanders,  a  captain  of  foot 
Very  acutely  remarked,  that  nothing  was 
more  abfurd  than  to  give  any  honorary 
rewards  to  feamen :  *  For  honour,'  fays 
he,  *  ought  only  to  be  won  by  bra- 
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'  very  i  ^and  all  the  world  knows  that  in 
*  a  ica-iigh(  there  [$  no  daagcr,  and 
«  therefore  no  evidence  of  courage." 

But  although  this  general  defin;  of  ag- 
grandizing thcm^Ives  by  raifine  their 
proMRon,  betravs  men  to  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  and  mifchievous  afVs  of  fup- 
plantadon  and  detraflion,  yet  as  almoft 
aU  paiBons  haye  their  good  as  well  as 
hoA  effedft,  it  likevvife  excites  ingenuity, 
and  fometimes  raifes  an  honeft  and  uleful 
emulation  oF  diligence.  It  may  be  ob- 
femed  in  geueral»  thsu  no  trade  had  <;vcr 
reached  the  excellence  to  which  it  is  now 
troprovedj  had  it'sprofelTors  looked  upon 
it  with  the  eyes  of  mdiifenrnt  fpe£bitors ;  * 
the  advances,  irom  the  firft  rude  eflfay^, 
mud  have  been  made  by  men  who  va- 
lued thcmieWcs  for  performances  for 
wh  ch  fcarce  any  other  would  be  per- 
Hiaied  to  cftetmi  them. 

It  is  pleaTing  to  contemplate  a  manu- 
fa&ure  rifuig  gradually  from  it's  fiiil 
mean  (late  by  thefucceiTive  labours  of 
innumerable  minds;  to  confider  the  firft 
hollow  ti-unk  of  an  oak>  b  which,  per- 
haps, the  fhcpbeni  could  fcarce  venttme 
to  crofs  a  buook  fwelled  with  a  ihowciv 
fslarged  at  laft  into  a  (hip  of  war»  at- 
.  tacking  forti-cfles,  terrifying  nations,  fet- 
tlng  (ionns  and  billows  at  defiance,  and 
Tifiting  the  rei\iotcft  parts  of  the  globe. 
And  it  might  contribute  to  difpoie  us  to 
a  kinder  rc^rd  fw  the  labours  of  one 
another,  if  we  were  to  confidcr  from  what 
unpromiTing  beginnings  the  moft  uieful 
produftions  of  art  have  probably  ariicn.' 
Who,  when  he  faw  the  mrft  land  or  aihes, 
by  a  cafud  intenfenefa  of  heat  melted 
into  a  metalline  form,  tvifs^  with  ex- 
crefcenccs,  and  clouded  with  in^urities, 
woutS  have  imagined,  that  in  this  (hape- 
lefs  lump  lay  concealed  fo  many  conve* 
ni«nces  of  hfis  as  wo«i)d  in  time  con- 
ftitute  a  great  part  of  the  happinele  of 
the  world  ?  Yet  by  fome  fuch  fortuitous 
li<]uefa6>ion  was  mankind  taught  to  pro- 
cure a  body  al  once  in  a  high  degree  fo- 
lid  and  transparent,  which  might  admit 


the  light  of  the  fun,  and  exclude  the  vio- 
lence of  the  wind  5  which  might  extend 
the  fight  of  the  philofbpher  to  new  ranges 
of  exiflencei  ana  charm  him  at  one  time 
with  the  unbounded  extent  of  the  mate-^ 
rial  creation,  and  at  another  with  the 
endlefs  fubordination  of  animal  life ;  and, 
what  is  yet  of  moie  importance,  might 
fupply  the  decavs  of  nature,  aiid  fuc- 
courokl  age  with  fubiidiary  fight.  Thus 
was  the  ffril  artificer  in  gUfs  employed, 
though  without  his  own  knowledge  or 
expe&atioQ.  He  was  facilitatin|r  and 
prolonging  the  ei\joyment  of  light,  em- 
lar^g  the  avenues  of  fcience,  and  con- 
fe^lii^  the  higheft  and  moft  laftinff  plm- 
fures  i  he  was  enabling  the  ftudent  to 
conteroplatje  nature,  andthe  beauty  to  bt« 
hold  hericlf. 

This  pafBon  for  die  honour  of  a  oro-^ 
fejlion,  like  that  for  the  grandeur  ot  our* 
own  countiy,  is  to  be  regulated,  not  ex- 
tinguifhed.  Everyman,  from  the  higheaft 
to  the  loweft  fbtion,  ought  to  warm  his 
heart  and  animate  his  endeavours  with 
the  hopes  of  being  uMul  to  the  worU, 
by  advancing  the  art  which  it  is  his  lot 
to  exercife;  and  for  that  end  hemi^  nc- 
cefTarily  copfider  the  whole  extent  of  it*9 
application,  and  the  whole  weight  of  it^ 
importance.  But  let  him  not  too  readi- 
ly-imagine  that  another  is  ill  enqikyed  $ 
becaufe,  for  want  of  fuller  knowledge 
of  his  bufinefs,  he  is  not  aUe  to  compre- 
hend it's  dignity.  Every  man  ought  to 
endeavour  at  eminence,  not  by  pullii^ 
others  down,  but  by  nufu^  himtelf ;  :md 
e^joy  the  pkafurecf  hisown  fuperiority, 
whether  iroagiitary  or  real,  withoot  iiK 
tcniiptiag  others  in  the  fame  felicity. 
The  philofopher  may  very  jufHy  be  de- 
lighted with  the  extent  of  his  views,  and 
the  arti^er  with  the  icadinefs  of  his 
hands :  but  let  the  <me  remember,  that 
without  mechanical  performances,  re- 
fined fpeculation  is  an  empty  dream  $  and 
the  otner»  that,  without  theoretical  rea- 
foning,  dexterity  is  Httle  more  than  a 
brute  iafiin^. 


K^X.    SATURDAY,  APRltai,  1750. 
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VjIO. 


THE    mimber    of   cnrefpondents  oftheprefs.    It  is  nolefs  a  piWof  e« 

which  i  nci-eafes  every  day  upon  me,  minence  to  have  many  enemies  than  nrany 

ihews  that  my  Paper  is  at  leail  difVin-  friends ;   and  I  look  upon  every  letter, 

guiihed  6;om  the  common,  produ^ioos  whether  it  contains  encomiums  or  re* 
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pcoadies,  as  an  e^ua!  attdbtion  of  riicn? 
credit.  The.  only  pain  which  I  can  feu 
from  my  corre^ndcnce,  is  the  fear  of  dif- 
gufting  tho^  iraoie  letters  I  ihall  ne^le£l} , 
and  tl^ivfore  I  take  this  opp6rtunity  of 
reniindflig  tbem^  that,  in  mCa:porQv'ing 
their  attempts,  whenever  it  may  happen, 
I  only  return  the  treatment  which  I  often 
receive.  Befides,  many  particular  mo^ 
tives  influence  a  writer,  known  only  to 
himfelf,  or  his  private  friends^  and  it  may 
be  juftiy  concluded,  t^t  not  all  letters 
which  are  paftponed  are  rejefbd,  nor  all  • 
that  are  r^e^ed  critically  condemned. 

Haying  thus  eaicxl  my  heart  of  the 
only  apprehenfion  that  iat  heavy  on  it,' 
I  can  pleai^  mj£c\£  with  the  candour  of 
Benevolxis,  wIk>  encourases  me  to  pro- 
ceed, without  finking  un&r  the  anger  of 
Flirdlla,  who  quants  with  me  for  be- 
ingr  M  and  ugly,  and  for  wanting  both 
aaivity  of  hndy  and  fprigfatlmefs  of 
mind)  feeds  her  monkey  with  my  lucu- 
brationt,  and  refuf«s  any  reconciliation 
till  I  hare  appeared  in  vindication  of 
mafquerades.  That  ihe  may  not  how- 
ever imagine  me  without  fupport,  and 
left  to  reft  wholly  upon  my  own  forti- 
tude, I  Ihall  now  publiih  fome  letters 
^iditch  I  have  received  from  men  as  well 
drtflcd,  and  as  handibme,  as  her  favou- 
rite; and  others  from  ladies  whom  I 
fincerely  believe  as  young,  as  rich,  as 
gay,  as  jpretty,  as  faAiionable,  and  as 
often  toatted  and  treated  as  hsrfelf  . 


«5 


a  pertbo  now  aliTe,Hrad  in  tbwn  ?  If 
he  be,  (he  will  do  herfdlf  tht  honour  to 
write  to  him  pretty  rnhmi  and  hopes, 
firom.time  to  time^  to  be  the  beour  liMr 
his  advice  and  animadvtrfions  j  ht  Ms 
animadverfions  on  her  neighbours  at 
leaft.  But,  if  he  is  a  mere  eflayift, 
and  troubles  not  himfelf  with  the  man- 
ners of  the  age,  ihe  is  forry  td  teM 
him,  that  even  the  genius  and  corr«^. 
nefs  of  an  Addilbn  will  not  iecure  him 
from  neglef^.^ 

No  man  is  Co  mvtdti  abftra£led  (torn. 
common  life,  as  not  to  feel  a  particular 
pleafure  from  the  regard  of  the  ^male 
world  J  the  candid  writers  of  the  fM 
billet  will  not  be  offended,  that  my  hafte 
to  {atisfy  a  lady  'has  hurried  their  ad<» 
drefs  too  (bon  out  of  my  mind,  and  that 
I  refer  them  for  a  reply  to  feme  future 
paper,  in  order  to  tell  this  curious  in- 
quirer after  my  other  Jiame,  the  anfwcr- 
of  a  philolbpher  to  a  man  who,  meet- 
ing him  in  the  iireet,  defired  to  fee  what 
he  carried  under  his  doak— *  I  carry  it 
*  there,*  fays  he,  « that  you  may  not 
<  fee  it.*  But,  though  (be  is  never  to 
know  my  name,  (he  may  often  fee  my 
face :  for  I  am  of  her  opinioii,  that  a 
diurnal  writer  ought  to  view  the  world; 
and  diat  he  who  negle^shia  cotempo- 
raries,  may  be,  with  juftice,  negk&d 
by  them. 


/♦"T^^T  ADY  kacket  fends  compliments 
Set  of  candid  readers  iend  their 


refpcfls  to  the  Rambler,  and  ac- 

*  knowledge  his  naerit  m  fo  well  be^ln- 

*  ning  a  work  that  may  be  of  pubiick 

*  benefit.    But,  fuperior  as  his  genius 

*  is  to  the  impertinences  of  a  trifling  age, 
'  they  cannot  help  a  wifh,  that  he  wouUL 

*  coDdefcend  to  Uie  weaknefs  6f  minds 

*  fiMftencd  bv  perpetual  amufements,  ^ 

*  now  and  men  throw  in,  like  bis  jn-e- 

*  deceflbr,  iomit  papers  of  a  rnr  and 

*  humorous  turn.    Too  fair  a  field  now 

*  lies  open,  with  too  plentiful  aharv^ 

*  offeliiiesl  Let  the  cbearful  Thalia  put 

*  inherfickleiandjfinglngather^ofk'i 
'  dedc  her  hair  with  red  and  blue. 


-4., 


\  A  lady  fends  her  oomplim^Ots  fto  the 
.  ^'^  *  Rambler,  and  defires  tokB<>wiy 

*  vAs»  other  name  ihe  ma^  dire^  to. 
'  hisui  what  are  his  fee  of  friends,  kis 

*  aoMilbiieBts;  what  his  w^  of  liiink-. 

*  ing,  with  r^ard  to  the  living  world 

*  asd  it's  ways:  inftort,  whether  he  is 


•  ^*^  'to  the  Rambler;  and  lets  him  know, 
(he  (hall  have  cards  at  k'r  hoiife  every 
Sunday,  the  remainder  of  the  fcafon, 
where  he  wiU  be  fure  of  meeting  all 
the  good  company  in  toywi.  By  this 
means  ihe  hopes  to  fee  bis  papers  in- 
terfperfed  v</ith  living  charafters.  She 
longs  to  fee  the  torch  of  truth  produced 
at  an  ailembly,  and  to  admire  the 
charming  hi(h^  it  will  throw  on  the 
jewels,  complexions,  and  behaviour  of 
every  dear  creatute  there.* 

It  is  a  rule  with  rfte  to  fecelve  tvtty 
offer  with  the  fame  civility  as  kis  nliade; 
and,  therefore,  though  Lady  Racket  may 
have  had  fome  reaion  to  chiefs  that  I 
feldom  frequent  caiid-tabl?»on  Sttaday*, 
I  ihall  not  m6k  upcm  tn  ^cejKton 
which  maytohcr  appear  of  ro  Klflefcrte. 
Mjrbufinefs  has  besen  to  vi«tv,  *4o{)por- 
tmrity  was  offered,  icvcry  phct  in  Which 
manidind  was  to  b<»  ieen :  but  at  card- 
tables,  howekrer  btiHiant,  I  4iaVe  aKvays 
thought  my  vifit  lolt,  fw  I  could  know  no- 
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tUng  of  the  compsny,  but  their  cloaths 
a&d  their  fiaces .  1  faw  their  looks  clouded 
ait  the  beginning  of  every  game  with  an 
UQiform  iblicitodc;,  now  and  then  in  it's 
pr^^grtfs  varied  with  a  ihoit  triumph, 
at  one  time  wrinkled  with  cunning,  at 
smother  deadened  with  defpondency,  or 
by  accident  fluihed  with  rase  at  the  un- 
ikilM  or  unlucky  play  of  a  partner. 
From  fuch  aiTembliesy  in  whatever  hu- 
mour I  happened  to  enter  them,  I  was 
quickly  forced  to  retire  ;  they  were  too' 
trifling  for  me  when  I  was  grave,  and 
too  dmi  when  I  was  chearful. 

Yet  I  cannot  but  value  myfclf  upon 
this  token  of  regard  from  a  lady  who  is 
not  afraid  to  (land  before  the  torch  of 
Truth.  Let  her  not,  however,  confuit 
her  curiofity  more  than  her  pmdencej 
but  reflcft  a  moment  on  the  fate  of  Se- 
melc,  who  might  have  lived  the  favourite 
of  Jupiter,  ifflie  could  have  been  con- 
tent without  his  thunder.  It  is  danger- 
ous for  mortal  beauty,  or  terreltrial  vir- 
tue, to  be  examined  by  too  (h*on?  a  light. 
The  torch  of  Truth  mews  much  that  we 
cannot,  and  all  that  we  would  not  fee.' 
In  a  hcc  dimpled  with  fmiles,  it  has 
often  diicovered  malevolence  and  envy  ; 
and  deteded,  under  jewels  and  brocade, 
the  frightful  fiannt  of  poverty  and  dif- 
treft.  A  fine  hand  of  cards  have  changed 
before  it  into  athou^md  fpe^bes  of  fick- 
nefs,  mifcry,  and  vexation ;  and  im- 
nienfe  furas  of  money,  while  the  winner 
counted  them  with  tranfport,  have  at  the 
6rft  elimple  of  this  urtwclcouie  luttre 
vanimed  from  before  him.  If  htr  lady- 
fhip  therefore  deligns  to  continue  her  af- 
icmbly,  I  would  aSvife  her  to  fliun  fuch 
dan^rous  experiments,  to  fatisfy  herfelf 
^th  common  appearances,  and  to  light 
up  her  apartments  rather  with  myrtle 
than  the  torch  of  Truth. 

*  A  Modeft  young  man  fends  his  fer- 
***•  *  vice  to  the  author  of  the  Rambler, 

«  and  will  be  very  willing  to  aHlft  him 

<  in  his  work,  but  is  f^y  afraid  of 

*  being  difcouraged  by  havmg  his  firfl 

*  eflay  rejcfted ;  a  diigrace  he  has  woe- 

*  fiilly  cxj>ericnccd  in  every  offer  he  had 

<  made  of^it  to  every  new  writer  of  every 
'  new,  papers  but  he  comforts  himfeif 

*  by  tiuniung,  without  vanity,  that  thit 

*  has  been  firom  a  peculiar  favour  of  the 

<  Mufes,  who   faved  his  pcrfwinance 

*  from  being  buried:  in  trafh,  and  re- 

*  ferved  it  to  appear  with  iuftre  in  the 

<  RambW^* 


I  am  equally  a  friend  to  modcfty  anf 
enterprizej  and  therefore  fhall  think  it 
an  honour  to  cprrefpond  with  a  youn^ 
man  who  poffeflcs  both  in  fo  eminent 
ardejjec.  Youth  is,  indeed,  ^c  time 
in  which  thefe  qualities  ought  chiefly 
to  be  foimd  j  modefty  fiiits  well  with 
inexperience,  and  enterprize  with  health 
and  vigour,  and  an  extenfiv^  profpeft 
of  life.  One  of  my  predeccfTors  has 
juftly  obferved,  that,  though  modcfty 
has  an  amiable  and  winning  appear- 
ance, it  ought  not  to  hinder  the  exer- 
tion of  the  aftive  powers,  but  that 
a  man  fhoukl  fhew  under  his  bhifhes  a 
latent  refohition.  This  point  of  per- 
feftion,  nice  as  it  is,  my  correfpondent 
fcems  to  have  attained.  That  he  is 
modeft,  his  own  declaration  may  evince ; 
and,  I  think,  the  latent  refolutio/t  may 
be  diicovered  in  his  letter  ,by  an  acute 
obfcrver.  I  will  advife  him,  Cnce  he 
fo  well  deiervcs  my  precepts,  not  to  be 
difcouraged,  though  the  Rambler  fbould 
prove  equally  envious,  or  taftclefs,  with 
tiic  reft  of  his  fraternity.  If  his  paper 
is  refiifed,  the  prefles  of  Engbnd  are 
open  ;  Jet  him  try  the  judgment  of  tKe 
publick.  If,  as  it  has  ibmetimes  hap- 
pened in  general  combinttions  againft 
nterit,  he  cannot  perfuade  the  world  to 
buy  his  works,  he  may  prefent  them  to 
his  friends  j  and  if  his  fiiends  are  feized 
with  the  epidemKal  infatuation,  and  can- 
not find  ms  genius,  or  will  not  confefs 
it,  let  him  tiien  refer  his  caufe  to  pofte- 
rity,  and  referve  his  labours  for  a  wifer 
age. 

Thus  have  I  difpatched  fome  of  my 
conefpondents  in  the  ufual  manner,  with 
fair  words  and  general  civilit)  .  But  to 
Flirtilla,  the  gay  Flirtilla,  what  (hall  I 
rc|dy  ?  Unable  as  I  am  to  fly,  at  her 
command,  over  land  and  feas,  or  to  fup- 
ply  her,  from  week  to  week,  with  the  fa- 
fhions  of  Paris,  or  the  intrigues  of  Ma- 
drid, I  am  yet  not  willing  to  incur  her 
further  difpleafure,  and  would  fave  my 
papers  from  her  monkey  on  any  rea- 
(bnable  terms.  5y  what  propifiatioiiy' 
therefore,  may  1  atone  for  my  fwroer 
gravity,  and.  open,  without  trembliM,' 
the  futtire  letters  of  thi^  fprightly  perte- 
cutor  ?  To  write  in  defence  of  maf<]iie. ' 
mdet  is  no  eafy  ta(k ;  yet  fomething  dif- 
ficult and  dftring  may  well  be  required^ 
as  the  price  of  &  important  an  approba*' 
tion.  1  therefore  confulted,  in  this  great 
emergciyy,  a  man  of  high  reputation  in 
gaylSVi  wfae>  having  added  to  hi«  otiier 
(  accomplMhmcati» 
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iccotApliibments^y  no  mean  prohciencv 
Sn  the  minute  philofpphv,  after  the  fifth 
jpenil'alof  her  letter,  brole  but  with  rap- 
ture into  thefe  woixls— *  And  can  you, 

<  Mr.  Rambler,  ftand  out  againft  this 

*  charming  ciieature?  Let  her  know,  at 

<  leall,  that  firom  thb  moment  Nigrinus 

<  devotes  his  life  and  his  labours  to  her 

*  fcrvice.    Is  there  any  ftubbom  pre- 

<  jiklice  of  education  that  fbmds  be- 

*  twtxn  thee  and  the  moft  amiable  of 
«  raaaklnd?    Behold,  Flirtilla,  at  thy 

*  ftct,  a  man  grown  grey  in  the  ftudy 
'  of  thofu  noble  arts  hy  which  right  and 

*  wrong  may  be  confoundedj  by  which 
«  scalbn  may  be  blinded  when  we  have 

*  a  mind  to  tfcape  from  her  infpe^lion; 
«  and  caprice  and  appetite  inflated  in  un- 

*  contiouled  command,  and  boundlefs 

*  dorainicm !  Such  a  cafuift  may  furely 

*  engige,  with  certainty  of  fucceis,  in 

*  vindication  of  an  entertainment  which 
^  in  an  infant  gives  con£dence  to  the 


timorous,  luid  kindles  'ardour  in  the 
cold;  an  entertainment  where  the  vi- 
gilance of  jealoufy  has  fo  often  been 
eluded,  and  the  virgin  is  ferftee  from 
the  neceflx^  of  languishing  in  lilence; 
where-all  the  outworics  of  chaftitv  art 
at  Qfice  demolifhed;  where  the  neart 
is  laid  open  without  a  blulhj  where 
baflifulneft  may  furvive  virtue,  and  no 
wifh  is  cruihed  under  the  frown  of 
modefty.  Far  weaker  influence  than 
Flirtiila*s  nught  gain  over  an  advo- 
cate for  fuch  nmufements.  It  was 
declared  by  Pojnpey,  that,  if  the  com- 
monwealth was  violatedyhe  could  damp 
with  his  foot,  and  raife  an  army  out 
of  the  ground)  If  the  rights  of  plea- 
fure  are  a^ain  iilvaded,  let  but  Flirtil- 
la crack  ner  fan,  neither  pens  nor 
fwords  ihall  be  wanting  at  the  fum- 
monsj  the  wit  and  the  colonel  /hall 
march  out  at  her  command;  andneither 
law  nor  reafon  fhall  fbmd  before  us/ 
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VOK  DINI^YMklll,  NOM  ADTTIS  <^UATIT 
ifENTXM  ^ACEttOOTUM  IMCOLA  ^YTllIVt, 
von   LIBSt  MilVEy  NON  AtVtA 
SIC  OBMINANT  COftVBANTES  MRAf 

fl-nsTxs  vr  la'jB.  ■    '  ■■■» 
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TJTO!    KXMSM^EK,  ><0B   TAX  GOD  or  ^INI, 

MOR  rVTKIAN   FHOBBVt  FROM  HIS  INMOST  SHEINX, 

NOR   DINDTMENE,  NOE  MEE    VEIESTS  POSSXST, 

CAN  WITH  THXIE  S0VMDI|«6  CYMBitLS  SHAKE   THE  BRXAST, 

IIEE  rVEIOUS  Al«GBE. 

F»ANCli. 


THE  maxim  which  Periander  of 
Corinth,  one  of  the  feven  fages  of 
Greece,  left  as  a  memorial  of  his  know- 
Itdge  and  benevolence,  was,  x^^"  *fSrrti 
•*be  marfer  of  thy  anger.  He  con- 
iidered  anger  a$  the  great  difturber  of 
human  li5,  the  chief  enemy  both  of 
publick  hanHpe^  and  private  tranquil- 
lity,  ind  thought  that  he  could  not  lay 
(m  poflerity  a  ftronger  obligation  to  re- 
verence his  memory  than  hv  leaving 
them  a  (ahitary  caution  againft  t3us  out- 
mgeous  paffion. 

To  what  hititude  Periander  mi^ht ex* 
tend  the  word,  the  brevity  of  his  pre- 
cept will  fcarcely  aI16w  us  to  coi^e£lure. 
From  anger,  in  it's  full  import,  pi-o- 
trafted  into  malevolence,  and  excrtwi  in 
,  wnagc;  arife,  indeed,  maty  6f  the  cv^s 


to  which  the  lifs  of  man  is  expofcj.  By 
anger  operating  upon  powor  are  pixj- 
duced  the  liibverfion  of  cities,  the  defo- 
lation  of  countries,  the  raaflacre  of  na- 
tions, and  all  thole  dreadful  and  alto- 
nifhing  calamities  which  fill  the  hiltories 
of  the  world,  and  which  could  not  he 
read  at  any  difhnt  point  of  time,  w}v:n 
die  paifions  ftand  neutral,  and  e\'ery  mo- 
tive and  principle  is  left  to  it's  natural 
force,  without  lome  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  i-elation,  did  we  not  fee  the  fame 
caufes  flill  tending  to  the  fa^nc  effects,  and 
cajjy  afting  with  lefs  vigour  for  waiu  of 
the  Cqac  cencmrent  oppoitunitics. 

But  this  gigantic  and  enormous  fpe- 
cics  of  aager  faIi!».not  properly  under  the 
animadverfion  of  a  writer  whvife  cMcf 
end  i9  th(i  regulation  of  CQmmcft  life,  in  [ 
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whofc  preccj^fi  are  to  recommend  thcm- 
fclvcs  by  their  general  ule.     Nor  is  this 
eflay  intendetl  to  expofe  tlic  tragical  or 
fatd  eflfei^s  even  of  private  mafi^ity. 
The  anger  whidi  I  propoie  nmv  for  my 
fMbjtft  IS  Itrch  as  makes  thote  vrho  in- 
Jiilsre  it  more  troubfefbmc  thnn  formf- 
/"^dnble,  and  i-anks  them  rathei-  with  hor- 
;      nets  and  wal'ps,  than  with  balilttks  and 
i      lions.    I  have  therefore  prefixed  a  mot- 
to, which  chai-a6terites  this  p&tlion,  not 
fo  much  by  the  mifchief  that  it  catilcs 
as  by  the  noife  that  it  utters. 

There  is  in  the  world  a  certain  clafs 
of  mortals,  known,  and  pontcntedjy 
known,  by  the  api^dlat ion  of  *  paflionate 
•  mtn,'  whoim:iginLthcmfrlvesentitkd 
b)'  that  dirtim^ion.to  be  provoked  on 
every  (lii^ht  ocrarton,  and  to-vent  their 
rd^  in  vehement  and  tiered  Vociferations, 
in  furious  menaces  and  licentioiis  re- 
proaches. Their  rage,  indchl,  for  the 
Trtoft  pait,  fomcs  a^say  in  outcries  of  in- 
jury, and  proteftations  of  vengtance, 
and  feldom  proceeds  to  a6^unl  violence, 
unlefft  a  dntvwr  or  litikboy,  fWl  in  their 
wayj  but  thc^v  intcmipt  tlie  quiet  of  thole 
tliat  happen  to  l>e  within  the  i-cach  of 
their  clamours,  obftru^  the  courfe  of  con - 
vcrfation,  aiKl  difturb  the  enjoyment  of 
fociety. 

Mcnof  this  kiml  are  fomctimes  not 
without  underftandingorvirtar  J  ami  are, 
therefore,  not  alwaj's  treated  with  the  fe- 
veritv  which  their  negleft  of  the  eafc  of 
all  afx)ut  them  might  jtil^Iy  pnovokt : 
they  have  obtained  a  kind  of  prefcripiion 
for  their  folly,  and  areconfiderixi  by  their 
companions  a$  under  a  predominant 
influjrnce  that  leaves  them  not  mafters 
of  their  condu6t  or  bntniage;  as.  a6l- 
ing  without  confcioufhcls,  and  ni(hing 
into  mifchief  with  a  mi  ft  before  their 
rvcs;  they  are  therefore  pitied  rather 
than  ccnfurcti,  and  their  (allies  are  pai- 
red over  as  the  invohmtaiy  blows  of  a 
man  agitated  by  the  (pairns  of  a  convul- 
fion.' 

It  is  ftu-cly  not  to  He  obfe rved  without 
indignation,  that  men  ma^'  be  fbtmd  of 
minds  mean  enough  to  be  larisficd  with 
this  treatmentj  wretches  v^rho  arc  pixnul 
to  obtain  the  privilege  of  madmen,  and 
can,  withoat  (hame,  and  without  i-e- 
t^re^,  consider  theml'elves  as  receiving 
hourly  pardons  from  th' tr  companions, 
and  ^vyig  then!  continual  opportunities 
of  exerciling  t-heir  patience,  and  boafting 
their  clemencv. 


Pride  il  undoubtedly  the  original  of 
anger;  btit  pride,  like  every  other  paTr 
fion,  if  it  once  breaks  loofe  from  readGniy 
countcra^s  it's  own  purpofrs.  A  paf- 
fiofjate  man,  upon  the  review  of  his  day, 
wyi  have  vciy  ftrw  gratificaticms  to  offer 
to  his  pride,  when  he  bus  coniidered  bow 
his  outr^s  were  ca\Hcd,  vfhy  they  wei« 
bomc,  aiS  in  what  they  arc  likely  to 
end  at  laft. 

Thofc  fudden  borftsof  rage  gene- 
rally break  out  iq^sn  ftnall  occaiions  j 
for  life,  imhappy  as  it  is,  cannot  fuppty 
great  evih  as  frequently  as  the  man  of 
tire  thinks  it  fit  to  be  enraged ;  there- 
fore the  firft  reflection  uixm  his  violence 
mull  fhcw  him  that  he  is  mean  enough 
to  be  driven  from  hw  poft  by  every  petty 
incident,  that  he  is  the  mere  Have  of  ca- 
fualt>%  and  that  his  reafon  and  virtu^ 
are  in  the  pow«*  of  the  wind.  „^ 

One  motive  there  is  of  thefe  bud  ex-  ' 
travagances,  which  a  man  is  careful 
to  conceal  fix)m  othas,  and  does  not 
always  difcovtr  to  himlelf.  He  that 
finds  his  kjiordedgc  narpqw,  and  his 
arguments  weak,  ami  by  confequeiice 
his  fufir^not  much  regarded,  is  fome- 
times  iu  hop«  of  gaining  that  attention 
by  his  clamours  which  if  cannot  othet . 
wife  obtaiB,  ami  is  plca^  with  remem- 
bering  that  at  lealV  he  made  himlelf 
heard,  that  he  had  the  power  to  imcr- 
rupt  thofc  whom  he  could  not  confute, 
acnd  fiifpend  the  decifion  which  he  coii}<l 
not  guide. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  fiiry  to  whidi 
many  men  give  way  among  their  Icr- 
vants  and  domefticksi  they  feel  their 
own  ignorance i  they  fte^  their  own  in- 
fignificance;  and  tlierefoiv  they  en- 
deavour, by  their  fur)*,  to  fright  away 
contempt  from  bcfme  them,  when  they 
know  It  muft  Mkrw  them  behind ;  anU 
think  tliemfdves  eminently  mafters, 
when  they  fee  one  folly  tamely  complitxl 
with,  onW  left  refOkf  or  delay  fhould 
provoke  them  to  a  gixrater. 

Thcfc  temptations  cannot  but  be 
owned  to  have  (bme  force.  It  is  i'o  little 
plcafntc  to  any  man  to  fee  himftif  wht)!ly 
overlooked  in  the  mais  of  things,  that 
he  may  be.  allowed  to  try  a  few  cxi*e- 
dients  for  procurxDg  fom^*  kind  of  fup- 
pkmentai  diffnttv,  apd  ufc  fonic  endea- 
vour to  add  weight,  by  the  wok-nce  of 
his  temper,  to  the  Kphtntfs  of  his  other 
powers.  But  tMs  has  now  been  long 
praWfedi    a«d   ftund,   upon  the  rooft 
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ncac^  rftlmafc,  not  to  produce  advan- 
tages equal  to  it'$  mcoiiyq)ience8  ;  for 
it  appears  not  thtt  tnten  ean^y  uproar » 
tumult,  and  blufler,  alter  any  one*s  opi- 
nion of  his  underibfldi^,  dr  glin  -in- 
ftuence  except  over  thofe  whom  fortune 
or  nature  have  made  his  dependents. 
He  may,  by  a  fteadjr  perfeverance  in  his 
ferocit)*,  fright  his  children,  and  harafs 
his  fervants^  but  the  ixft  of  the  world 
will  look  on  and  laugh,  and  he  will  have 
the  comfort  at  laft  of  thinking,  that  he 
lives  only  to  raife  contenyt  and  hatred, 
emotions  to  which  wilHom  and  virtue 
would  be  always  xwwilUi^  to  give  oc- 
casion. He  has  contrived  only  to  make 
thofe  fear  him  whom  every  reaibnable 
being  isendeayovringtocndetr  by^iad- 
nefs,  and  muft  content  himfclf  with  the 
plea  lure  of  a  triumph  obtained  by  tiam- 
pl'mg  on  them'who  could  not  refifl.  He 
muft  perceive  that  the  apprehenfion  which 
his  prcfence  caufes  is  not  the  awe  of  his 
virtue,  but  the  drtad  of  his  hmtalify, 
and  that  he  ha^  given  up  the  felicity  of 
being  loved  without  gaining  the  honour 
of  bemg  reverenced. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  ill  confequcncc 
«f  the  frequent  indulgence  tff  this  bluf- 
tering  pamon,  which  a  man,  by  often 
calling  to  his  afliltance,  will  teach,  in 
a  (hort  time,  to  intrude  before  the  fum- 
nxms,  to  rufh  tipon  him  with  reflftlefs 
violence,  and  without  any  previous  no- 
tice of  it*s  approach.  He  will  find  him- 
felf  liable  to  be  inflamed  at  the  fiH^  touch 
of  provocation,  and  unable  to  retain  Ws 
xefcntment,  tifl  he  has  a  full  convi6Hoh 
of  the  offence,  to  proportion  his  anger 
to  the  caufe,  or  to  reg\ilate  it  by  pnx- 
dknce  or  by  duty.  When  a  man  has 
once  (uflTcredTu^  mind  to  be  thus  vi- 
tiated, he  becomes  on6  of  the  ftK)ft  hate- 
fvHL  and  unhappy  beinap.  He  can  give 
no  fecurity  to  himfelt  that  he  fhall  not, 
at  the  next  interview,  alienate  by  forac 


fudden  transport  his  deareft  friend;  or 
break  out,  upon  ibiuc  flight  contradic- 
tion, into  fuon  ttrmtof  mdciiers  as  can 
never  be  perfedlyfbrgtittcn.  Whoever 
convtirlbs  vrkb  inn,  ftves  with  ^he  fu- 
ifricioti  and  foKtfittide  of  a  man  that 
plays  with  a  tamfc  ^te*r,  jdways  under  a 
neceffity  of  watchSg  the  moment  in 
which  the  capricious  lavage  ihaH  begin  >y 
to  growl. 

It  is  told  by  Prior,  in  a  panegyrickon 
the  Duke  df  Dorfet,  tfhat  his  Jlrrvants 
ufed  to  pnt  thentfelves  in  his  way  when 
he  was  angry,  becaufe  he  was  lure  lo 
recompenle  them  for  any  indignities 
which  he  made  them  fuffer.  This  is  the 
round  of  a  pafliofiate  inan*s  lifc^  be  con- 
tra^s  debts  whrn  he  is  furious,^  which 
his  virtue,  if  he  has  virtue,  obliges  him. 
todifchargeattbenitumof  rtaj&n.  He 
fpcnds  his  time  m  outrage  and  acknow- 
ledgment, injury  and  rrparation.  Or, 
if  there  be  any  who  haraens  him^f  iii 
oppredion,  and  j^fllfies  the  wiunic*  be- 
caufe he  has  done  ^,  his  infcnfibiltty  can 
make  fmall  p«nt  of  his  praife,  or  his 
bappinefs ;  be  only  adds  deliberate  to 
baity  folly,  ageratates  petulance  by  con- 
tumacy, 'and  ddlreys  the  only  plea  that 
be  can  offer  foi-  the  tenderness  and  pa- 
tience of  mankind. 

Yet,  even  rtiis  degree  of  dewpaTitv  wt 
may  be  content  to  ^ty ,  becauft  it  fekiom 
wants  a  puniniment  equal  to  it*s  guilt. 
Nothing  18  more  defpicaUe  or  more  ml- 
^emble  than  the  old  age  of  a  pafllioaafe 
ii»n.  When  the  vigour  of  youth  fills 
bim,  and  his  amulianents  paU  with  fre- 
quent repetition,  bis  occafionalragi*  finks 
by  decay  of  Arength  into  peevifhncfs ; 
that  peevi/hnefs)  fSr  want  of  novelty  and 
variety,  becon^es  habitual;  the  world  faUs 
off  from  aroimd  him,  and  he  is  left,  as 
Homer  exprefTesit,  4>din/8«v  ^h»  nn^ — to 
devour  his  own  heart  in  fblitu^eandcon- 
tempt. 


Di 


N»  xri. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


2t 


THE   RAMBLER. 


N<'XU.  SATURDAY,  APRIL  a8,  1750, 

^•MiiKKiirii  f  AftTA  ^ritz  focilat,  vt  fvdibvnvoi 

SXBICXRX  tALS8  XKllt  ^OMVtVlA  tpSSlT^-^ 

TP  >^lTUy   ET  AC«1 
At? BftZTATX  CARX^SJ|   POIXTOQJIIX  f  SR  OKNIA  f  A>TV. 
XNTXf  VT  JCQJDALKI  UNVI  HUMBBAR1I  AMIC09, 
OVSSqjDIUMQjDB  pOCll|  XT  AMORBM  <^UARU  AMANDO. 

LuCANVf  AOPUOHIM- 

VlfLIKX  THB  BIBALD,'  WBOtX  LtCBMTlOyS  JXST 

KOLLOTF.S  US  BANa.VXT4   AND  INSULTS  HXI    CUCSTi 

rfOM  V^AI.TH  ANp  GRAIIOBUR   BASY   TO  DESCIKD, 

THOU  JOT'sT  to  LOIB  THB  MASTBR  IN   THE    FRIINB  I 

WB  BOUND  THY    lOARD  THB  CHEER  F UL  MXN  I ALS  8EB| 

CAY  W|TB  T9X  8MILB  OF  BLAND  BK^VALITY  j 

VO  ROCIAL  CABB   THf   ORACIOVS  LORD   DISDAINS  J 

lOyX  f fOMVTt  TO  I.OTB}  AMD  RIV*RBNCB  RBV^RBNCB  6AINI. 

*  heard  every  hour  of  the  pride  of  my. 

<  family,  thp  obftinacy  of  my  father, 
«  ai>d  of  people  better  Wn  than  myfclf 

*  that  were  common  fervants. 

<  At  laft,   on  Satm-day  noon,    (he 

*  told  me,  with  very  viiible  fatisfa£tion, 

*  that  Mrs.  Bombailnc,  the  p^at  filk^ 
'  mercer's  hdy,  wanted  a  maid ;  and  a 

*  fine  place  it  would  be,  for  there  would 

*  be  nothing  tp  do  but  to  clean  my  nriif- 
'  trcfs's  room,  get  up  her  linen,  dref^ 

*  the  young  ladies,  wait  at  tea  in  the 

*  movning,    take  care  of  a  little  mif& 

<  jutt  come  from  nurfc,  and  then  fit 
«  down  to  my  needle.       But  Madam 

<  was  a  woman  of   e^cat  ipirit,  and 

<  wQuld  not  be  contradifledj  and  there- 

<  fore  I    (hoiil4  take  care,    for  good 

*  places  were  not  eafjy  to  be  got. 

<  "^ith  thefe  cautlqns  I  waited  oi^^ 

<  Madam  Bombasine,    of    whom  thi? 

*  firit  fight  gave  me  no  raviftiing  ideas. 

<  She  was  two  yards  roimd  the  waift, 

*  her  voice   was    at    once '  loud   and 

*  fqueaking,  and  her  fecc  brought  to  my 

<  mind  the  pi^We  of  the  full  moon. 
'*  Are  you  the  young  woman,'*  favs 

*  (he,  "  that  are  come  to  oflfcr  yourfelf  ? 
<*  It  is  ftrange  when  people  of  fubitanc^ 
^*  want  a  fervant,  how  foon  It  is  tho 
<'  town-talk!  But  they  know  they 
"  ihall  have  a  belly -fiill  that  live  witi\ 
"  me.  Not  like  people  at  the  othe^; 
'*  end  of  the  town,  we  dine  at  on^ 
<«  o'clock.  But  I  never  take  any  bodjt 
«<  without  a  charafter  ;  what  friend? 
<«  do  you  come  of  ?' •     I  then  told  hcc 

*  that  my  father  wa^  a  gentleman,  an4 

<  that  we  had  been  unfortunate.  *«  A 
<<  great  misfortune  indeed,  to  come  tq 

'  '  *'  me. 


«  TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
^  81R» 

AS  you  ieem  to  have  devoted  your 
f  labours  to  virtue,  I  cannot  for^ 
'  bear -to  inform  fqvL  of  one  fpecies  of 

cruelty  wjth  which  the  life  of  s^.man 
'  oJF  letters  perhaps  docs  not  often  make 

him  acquaints  5    and  which,*  as   it 

fccms  to  produce  no  other  advantage 
■  to  thcfe  that  prafUfc  it  than  a  ihort 
'  gratification  ot  thoMghtlefs  vanity,  may 
'  become  lefs  coronum  when  it  has  been 
'  once  expofed  in  It's  various  foiins,  and 
'  it's  f\m  magnitude. 

<  lamthedaughterofacountrygen- 
=  tleman,  whofe  family  is  numerous, 
f  and  whofe  eftate,  not  at  firit  fuffici- 
^  cnt  to  fuppJy  U5  with  affluence,  has 
=  htta  lately  lb  much  impaired  bv  an 
'  unfuccefsiul  law-fuit,  that  all  the 
'  younger  children  are  obliged  to  try 
'  fuch  means  as  their  education  affoixfs 
'  them,  for  procuring  the  necefl'aries  of 

•  life.  Diftrcfs  and  curiofity  concurred 
\  tp  bring  m?  to  London,  where  I  was* 
»  received  by  a  ration  with  the  coldnefs 
'  which  misfortune  generally  finds.  A 
'  week,  a  long  week,  I  lived  with  my 
'  coufin,  before  the  raoft  vigilant  cn- 
'  Cjuiry  could  procure  us  the  Icaft  hopes 
'  of  a  place,  in  which  time  I  was  much 
f  better  qualified  to  bear  all  the  vexa- 
'  tions  of  fervitude.  The  firft  two 
F  days  ihc  was  content  to  pity  me,  and 
»  only  wifhcd  I  had  not  been  quite  fo 
'  well  bretfi  but  people  muft  comply 
f  with  their  circumftances.  This  lenity, 
«  however,  was  foon  at  an  ertd  $   and, 

*  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  week,  I 
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P  mtyVBd  hive  three  meale  a-dayj  So 
i(  your  father  was  a  gentleman;  and 
ff  you  are  a  gentlewomaB,  I  fuppofe: 
«'  ruch.gentlcwomenl"— r*<  Mziiun,  I 
f  did  not  mean  to  c)aim  any  exenip- 
«  tions  5 1  oaly  anfwered  your  enquiry/^ 
r— *<  Such  gentlewomen  1  People  (hould 
««  fet  theii-  children  to  good  trades,  and 
"  kotp  them  oflf  the  parifh.  Pray  go 
<«  to  the  other  end  at  the  tpwn^  there 
«  are  gentlewomen,  if  they  woujd  pay 
«  their  debts  :  I  am  Aire  we  have  loft 
«  enough  bv  gentlewomen !"  Upon 
«  this,  her  broad  face  grew  broader 
«  with  triumph  5  and  I  was  afraid  Jhe 
(  would  have  taken  me  for  the  p)ea- 

*  Aire  of  CQDtinuing  her  infult ;  but 
«  hawily  the  next  word  was—"  Pray, 
**  Mrs.  Gentlewoman,  troop  down 
**  ftairt."  You  may  belieye  I  obeyed 
*hcr. 

'  I  returned,  and  met  with  a  better 
f  reception  from  my  couiin  than  I  ex- 

<  peftcdj  for,  while  I  was  out,  (he  |iad 

<  beard  that  Kirs.  Standifh,  whofc  buf- 
f  band  hadl^telybeenraifed  from  a  clerk 

*  in  an  office  to  be  commiilioner  of  the 
'  exciie,  bad   taken  a  (ine  l^ie^  and 

*  want^  a  maid. 

<  ToMrs.  Standiihlwontia^dtafter 

*  having;  wsuted  fix  hours,  was  at  laft  ad* 
f  mitted  to  the  topof  the  ^rs,  when  (he 

*  came  out  of  her  room,  with  two  of  her 

*  €on^>any.  fheix  was  a  (meil  of  punch. 
<*  So,  young  woman,  you  want  a  place  ^ 
<'  \^bence  do  you  come  ?'^— *<  From  the 
"  country.  Madam.  *—«  Yc»,  they  all 
"  come  out  of  the  country*  And  what 
**  brought  you  to  town  i  a  baflard  ? 
"  Wheredoyou lodge ?''—" AttheSe- 
"  ven  Dials. '"—'^Wiat,  you  never  heard 
<<  of  the  Foundling-houfe  ?''  Upon  this 
'  they  all  bnghpd  S>obftreperoufly,  that 
f  I  took  tb^  ppportU|Uty  of  ipeakiqg  off 
<  in  the  tumult. 

•  I  then  hcai^  of  a  place  at  ?n  elderly 
( lady's.  She  was  at  cards  i  \^t  i^  two 
'  hours,  I  was  told,  (be  WQvld  (beak  to 
f  me.  Shea(kedmeiflGOuldKfe^an 
'  account^  and  oidered  me  to  write.    I 

*  wrote  twQ  lin^  out  gf  fome  book  that 

*  layby  her.  She  wondered  what  people 
f  mantf  to  breed  up  poor  girls  to  write 
«  at  that  rate.  «  I  tuppofe,  Mrs.  Flirt, 
f*  if  I  was  to  fee  your  lArork,  it  woukl 
f^befinefbfri  You  may  walk.  I  will 
f '  not  have  love-letters  wj-itttn  iiram  my 
^  boofc  to  every  young  feUow  in  tbie 

f  Two  days  after,  I  went  OQ  the  fame 


*  purfuit  to  Lady  Lofty,  dreflibd,  as  I 

*  was  directed,  in  what  little  omamenta 
<  I  had,  becaufe  (he  had  lately  got  a 

*  place  at  court.     Upon  the  ftm  fi?ht  c^ 

*  n>e,  (he  turns  to  the  wonum  that  mew- 
«  edmein-r"  Is  this  the  lady  that  want^ 
**  a  place  ?  Pray  what  place  would  you 
**  have,  Mifs  ?  a  maidot  honour^s  place? 
<*  Servants,  now-a-days »"— «  Madam, 
«*  I  heard  you  wanted-^"  «<  Wanted 
*.'  what  ?  Somebody  finer  than  myfelf ! 
<<  A  pretty  fervant,  indeed !  I  (hould  be 
•*  afraid  to  fpeak  to  ber.-^'-I  fuppofe, 
<<"  Mrs.  Minx,  thoie  (hie  hands  cannot 
"  bear  wetting?  A  (ervant,indecd !  Pray 
<*  move  off ;  I  am  refolved  to  be  thie 
<<  head  perfon  in  this  hou(e.  You  are 
<<  ready  dre^;  the  taverns  will  be 
"  open." 

<  I  went  tq  enquire  §ar  the  next  place- 
'  in  a  clean  linen-gowh  ;  and  heard  the 

*  (ervant  tell  his  lady  thore  was  a  young 

*  woman,  but  he  faw  (he  would  not  6cy 

*  Iwasbroughtup,  however.  "Are  you 
f  <  the  trollop  that  has  the  impudence  to 
*<  come  for  my  place?  What,  you  have 
**  hired  that  nadfty  gown,  and  aiv  ro«ne 
«*  to  fteal  a  better. ''-^^  Madam,  1  have 
**  another,  but  bemg  obliged  to  walk— ** 
**  Then  thefe  are  your  manners,  with 
'^  your  blu(hes,  ana  your  courte(ies,  to 
^  come  tome  in  yowr  worftgown!'*— 
•^  M3<^>  give  ™c  leave  to  wait  upon 
•*  you  in  my  other."—**  Wait  on  me, 
*i  you  fancy  dutt  Then  you  a^^e  fure  ^ 

comli^  ?  I  could  not  let  fuch  a  drab 
come  near  me^— Here,  you  prl,  that 
came  up  with  her,  have  you  touched 
her  f  U  you  have,  wa(h  your  hands 
before  you  drofs  me.«r-Such  trollops! 
—Get  you  down !  What,  whimper- 
ing? Pray  walk!" 
*  I  went  away  with  tears  5  for  my 
coufm  had  lo(t  all  patience.  However, 
(he  tokl  me,  that  having  a  refjpeA  for 
my  relations,  (he  was  willing  to  keep 
me  out  of  the  (beet,  and  would  let  rne 
have  another  week, 
f  The  (irfl  day  of  this  week  r  faw  two 
places.    At  ont  I  was  aiked  where  I 
nad  lived ;  and,  upon  my  anfwer,  was 
told  by  the  lady,  that  people  (hould 
ouallfy  therafelves  in  ordmary  places, 
for  (he  (hould  never  have  done  if  (he 
was  to  follow  her  girls  abotit.  At  th» 
other  hou(c  I  was  a  '(inirking  hufTy^ 
and  that  (wcet  hcc  I  mi^  nuke  mo- 
ney of  $  for  her  part,   it  was  a  rule 
with  her  never  to  ta£e  any  creature 
!  thatthou«^th<^elfhandffme. 

;-  {The 
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*  The  thhec  neict  days  tvort  fptnt  in 
Lady  BlufTs  entry,  where  I  waited 
Itjc  hours  every  day  for  the  {>1eaiurc  df 
iJMiing  tlK  iervints  peep  at  me,  and  go 
away  kveking'  <*  Madam  wtU 'ftictch 

her  fmolHbai»kf  in  the  ctttrf  j  fbc  wiJl 
know  the  iiMie  apun.**  At  fun-let 
the  two  inrk  Aa^  I  was  told  that  my 
lady  wotUd  fve  me  to-moiruw;  and,  oti 
the  tibifd,  that  ber  woman  (btd. 
<  My  wvMtkwas  now  near  it*»  end,  and 
I  had  no  bdpea  M'  a  pbce.  My  ^la- 
tWrn,  M^K)  aKray*  bid  upon  roe  the 
hknoe  of  every  ttiftarriagr,  toM  me 
thbt  I  muft  leom  to  humble  tmKelf,  ^nd 
tliat  aUfc^eat  kuiiifsiiadparticularwa^-s ; 
tliat  tf  I  went  OB  in  that  maraiec^  ihe 
co^d  1^  %ell  who  ^^oukl  keep  me; 
fhe  had  known  many  wlio  had  TBfofed 
4€aoc»  iell  their  dotchs,  and  beg  in 
thfc  ttreetft. 

*  k  was  to  fiopvrpole  tliat  the  vcfvfaf 
was  f  lecbrod  hy  me  to  be  iKwer  on  my 
£(ic;  I  vvas  rntlbnii^  i^nft  intcreft, 
TSid  ^gmnA  ftimidtty :  and  there£9re  I 
comfmcd  myiclf  with  the  hope  •fliic- 
cetding  bt^ter  in  my  next  attempt  j  and 
went  to  Mrs. 'C«trtly,  a  very  fine  la- 
dy>  who  had  routes  at  ber  hoafc,  and 
iawthe  beft  company  in  town. 

*  I  had  not  waited  two  hours  Wore  f  ' 
<ea6  called  tip,  aod  found  Mr.  <^it- 
4y  afid  his  ladyat  pranet,  in  the  height 
w  good  humour.  This  I  looked  ^ 
as  a  ^ouraMe  (ign,  and  Itood  at  the 
lovvcr  end  ^  ib^  room  in  cicpe6brtioti 
oftheconnmoBqaeftiofis.  AtlaftMr. 
Coortly  raUed  out,'  riter  a  whifper— 

f  Stand  fadftsc  the  light,  that  one  mJjty 
f  fee^m/'  1  ebanginl  my  j^acc,  and 
Htifiicd.  They  frc^pwrntly  ttirtied  thdr 
cjres  upon  me,  and  feemrd  to  itifeovcr 
many  f«bie6>t  of  merriment :  for  at 
cT«ery  kxak  they  wliirpfred,  and  taoghr 
ic4  witb  tihe  maft  violent  «f  itntioiM  of 
delight.  At  laft  Mr.  Courtly  cried 
our—"  Is  thattcobur  ^Twor  own,  child?" 
-«'  Yes,"  iiiys  tht  lihr,  "  if  ihe  has 
f  ™>t  robbed  tWe  k'ftck-i  hearth.'"  Tliis 
was  fo  happy  a  -conceit,  that  it  renew- 
ed the  ftorm  «f  iaoghter,  ami  they 
thitew  down 'ibtir  canl«  in  how*  of 
better  ^port.  The  Wy  then  calVd  me 
to  her,  tndbq^withan  affeaed  ^^ 
vity  to  otqmrc  what  I  could  do. 
f  Butiirft  tumabowt,  iod  Ietu8'f<?e 
your  ^ne  Aanr.  WtH,  what  are  y<m 
fit  for,  Mri.  limtm  ?  You  woidd  find 
your  toogwe,  I  Aippofc,  tn  the  kit- 
clw»?''~"Mo,BO.''  fiiyaMr.Coart- 


*  ly,  «  the  j^irl's  a  cwJftd  Jril^  yWj  bwt  T 
**  am  afraid  a  brilk  y o«ng  feilow,  with 
«  fine  tags  on  hk  ihmdder— — Come, 
^  child,  b9ld  «p  TOUT  heftd ;  what,  you- 
"  haive  ftoieiwrfiing  ?**—*•  Not  yvt,*" 
'  fmtheladyj  «  butfhehopeftoifeal 
**  yaor  heart  ottiokly/*     Mere  was  » 

*  lai^  rtt  h»|ilnef«  and  triumph,  ptx>- 

*  lant^d  by  the  confalion  which  I  could 
'  voljniipr  rrprefi.  At  lafl  the  Jady 
•-«coUet\ed  herlelf—**  Stole!  no:  but 

*  if  J  had  her,  I  4honW  watch  her;  fof 
•*  that  downcaU  eye— WIty  cMrtnot  y-jH 
•*  Jonk  people  in  the  hce  ?"— «  Steal  V* 

£iy«  her  hufband  j  *•  (He  would  Jfleal 
nothing  but  perhapc  a  4ew  ribbands 
hcCon  rhey^wei-e  hrft  off"by  her  la4*r.'' 
— "  Sir,"  anlwcred  I,  "  wliy  fliould 
"  you,  ty  fun|)d(it^  me  a  thief,  infult 
one  from  whom  yoa  have  reoct\'ed  no 
inj\n-y  ?"— <»  InfuR  «/'  lays  the  lady  ; 
are  ton  oome  here  to  be  a  fcrvant,  you 
fancy  ba^j^agc,  and  talk  of  infuttin^  > 
What  will  this  world  come  to,  it  a 
£*enr  lemau  may  *iot  je(l  witba  feiTant  ? 
WeB,  ^uch  frfvants  !  Pray  be  gone '; 
and  fee  when  vo«  will  have  the  hoilsu^ 
to  be  ^  ilifuiteil  agatn-^Servants  4n* 
deed— a  ftne  time!  Infi4t«l  !  Get 
down  4bii«,  you  "ftut,  w  the  footman 
fhafl-infuit  you  r 

*  The  h^  day  of  the  laft  weA  wat  * 
n*nr  coming ;  and  my  kind  coulin 
tntkcd  of  lending  tne  down  in  the  wtg. 
gsn  to  preferve  me  from  bad  cotirfes. 
B«  In  themommg  4he  came  and  told 
me  thdt^Aie  had  one  trial  more  for  me  : 
Euphcmia  wanted  a  maid,  and  f>er- 
hapK  I  might  do  for  her ;  for,  Itkeine, 
<hc  m^a  iall  her  crc<^,  being  forced 

to  lay  down  Iter  dwriot  tmon  the  lofs 
of  half  hc«  iftrm^  Vv  *w  fecurities  j 
and,  with  bet  way  of  ghring  her  mo«  ^ 
ftw  to  every  body  th*t  pretended  to 
w:u)t  it,  (he  could  liave  little  be4bn^. 
hand  ;  then^-e  t  miT»ht  ferve  hcrj 
for,  with  all  her  fine  fenfe,  ftie  miift 
not  pnetend  to  be  nice. 

*  I  we«t  b«imednite!y,  and  met  aft  the 
door  a  ycrong  ^;«it<ewoman ;  wbo%old 
me  ibe  bad  *in*4f  been  hil^t  tblt 
morning,  b«ft  »fbj*  fhe  was  oi^enod  to 
bring  any  tb«  olTered  -up  Aairs.  I 
v»8  accondin^  introdTiee^  to  £\A4\e« 
mia  }  ^«4io,  A-Am  I  <«me  m,  laid  do<\m 
her  book,  «md  toM  me>  ^\\Rt  fhe  fern 
for  me  not  to  patify  an  <(tte  ctiriofitt, 
bttt  lr#  my  dtlkppointment  might  be 
made  ftill  more  gi-ating  by  iiicivilitv  j 
«ha*lbt  wat  in  ^taifi  to  deny  any  ^hingc » 
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much  mere  WW  ^rat  no  favour;  ^iMt 
ihe   faw  nothing  ia  my   appcanince 
which  did  oot  ittakt;  her  wiih  &>r  mf 
company;   bat  that  anothct:,  wkoie 
claims  mighc  perhaps  bt:  equal,  had 
come  bcfoiv  mc.    Thi:  thought  of  be- 
ing ib  near  to  fuch  a  pbc£,  aud  luidkig 
'  it,  brought  tears  iuto  my  cyct» ;  and 
'  my  ibbs  hindered  roe  frtmi  returning 
'  my  acknowledgments.     She  i-ofi;  up 
'  ccnifulbd  f  and  fuppoling,  by  my  con^ 


cem»  that  I  was  dlftrefTci,  placed  ms 
by  befi  and  made  me  tell  h«r  my  ikoryi 
vdticn, ,  wfalbn  the  had  hesod^  (he  put 
two  guineas  in  my  haad>  ordering  me 
to  lodge  near  her^  and  rotdLe  uie  of  her 
tabk  till  (he  coiild  provide  for  n)e.  I 
am  now  under  her  ptote^liun;  aai 
know  not  how  to  iliew  nty  gratitude 
better  than  by  giving  lhi»  account  to 
the  Rambler. 

*   ZOSIMJU^ 
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AND  LET   NOT  WlNl  OH    AKCEK  WREST 

Ta*  INTftVBTED  SECRET   VR^M  YOVR  IREAtT. 


IT  is  related  hy  Qnmtus  Cwrthw,tbat 
the  Pcrfian*  always  concciTcd  '.m  in- 
Tinctble  contempt  oif  a  man  who  had 
-  Tidated  the  laws  of  iecrccy :  tor  they 
thought  that,  howe%-er  he  nji^ht  be  de- 
fkient  in  the  t]ualirie»  reqniliie  to  a^ual 
excellence,  the  negative  virtnes  at  leait 
^«rere  in  his  power;  and  though  he, 
perhaps,  could  not  fpcak-wdl  if  he  was 
to  try,  it  was  ftiil  eafy  for  him  not  to 
fptek. 

In  forming  this  opinion  of  the  cafi- 
Tici<  of  fecrecy,  they  feem  to  have  con- 
fiJered  it  as  oppolcd,  not  to  treacliery, 
but  loquicity;  ami  to  have  conceive<l 
the  man  whom  thcv  thus  ccnfuiicd,  not 
frighted  by  nicnaci*  to  revcnl,  or  bribed 
hy  promtles  to  betravi  but  incited  by  the 
mere  pkafure  of  taltin«;j,  or  ibmc  other 
motive  eaually  triflins:,  to  lay  open  !il* 
hcait  witnout  reflexion,  and  to  kt  what- 
ever he  knew  flip  troin  him,  oidy  tor 
want  of  power  to  retain  it.  Whether, 
.  by  tlieir  fettled  and  avowrd  fcorn  of 
thou^tlefs  talkers,  the  PeHians  were 
able  rodiffufoTto  any  great  extetjt,  the 
Tirtnc  of  taciturnity, -we  are  hindert-d  by 
titc  diftancc  of  thole  times  from  being 
a^le  to  difcover,  there  being  very  few 
mcmars  runainingof  the  court  of  Per- 
ieptilis,  nor  any  diJtin6>  accounts  handed 
down  Co  us  of 'rhfir  office-clerk?,  their 
ladies  of  the  bed-chamber,  their  attor- 
ptc«,  their  chamber-maids,  or  their  ioot- 
mfH- 

In  thtfc  latter  ages,  though  the  old 
aniroofitv  agrtinft  a  prattler  is  Hill  re^ 
t&inetl.  It  appe:.rs  wholly  to  have  ioftit  s 
effefts  upon  the  conduft  of  mankind; 
tor  ftcTtts  art  lb  leJdom-kep%  that  it 


Faancis* 

may  with  ibme  i*eaibn  be  doubted,  whe-  ' 
ther  the  ancients,  wcit  not  ipiftaken  in 
their  firit  poltula^e ;  whether  the  quality 
of  retemion  be  fj  generally  bellowed  i 
and  whether  a  Iccret  has  not  ibme  tiibt|e 
volatility  by  which  it  efcapes  imperccpti- 
blv  at  the  rinailclt  vent,  or  Ibme  powci-  - 
of  fermnitation  by  wjiich  it  expands,  it- 
leh  lb  a«  to  borit  the  lieart  thjit  will  not 
give  it  way- 

Thofe  that  ftudy  either  the  body  or 
the  miml  of  man,  very  often  fin  J  thift 
moll  Ipeciotis  and  pleafuig  theory  Ijllling 
\mder  rh.-  weight  of  contrary  experience; 
and,  inrtcud  of  giatifving  th^ir  vanity 
by  iufeiring  cflfl^s  from  caults^  they 
are  always  reductxl,  at  lalt,  to  conjefliirc 
caulcs  fi-om  cfftrfts.  That  it  is  ttiiV  to 
be  iecret,  tlic  1'pcciilatilt  can  demoolti^te 
in  his  retreat  j  and  therefore  thinks  hirti* 
lelf  jultitied  in  placing  confidence:  the 
m;m  of  the  world  knows  that,  whether 
diHicuh  or  not,  it  is  uncommon;  and 
therefore  finds  himlelf  rather  inclined  to 
fearch  after  the  reafon  of  this  uniwrlil 
f^iilure  in  one  of  the  mott.  hnportant  <hl- 
tie*  of  focicry. 

The  vanity  of  being  known  to  be 
tmlbid  with  a  fecret  is  generally  one  of 
'  the  chief  motives  to  difciofe  it ;  f.r  ho>v- 
ever  abfurd  it  may  be  thought  to  boarii 
a:v  honoxir  by  an  aft  which"  l)iews  that 
it  was  coiiferiTil  without  merit,  yet  molt 
men  feem  rathsT  tnclineil  to  confefs  the 
want  of  virtue  than  of  impod-ancc  y  and 
Ttjorc  willingly  Ihew  their  influence, 
tbgugh  at  the  cxpence  of  their  probity, 
*  than"  p^\df  rht-ough  Hfe  with  no  othcf 
pler^fuic  thin  the  prlynte  confcioufnds 
of  ridclity }  which,  whiJe  it  is.prelcrvtd, 
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muft  be  without  pnute,  except  fitmi  tltt; 
ilngle  pcrfon  who  tries  and  knows  it. 

Tho-e  are  maii3r  ways  of  telling  a  fe- 
cret  by  which  a  tosai  exempts  himfelf 
from  the  reproaches  of  bis  confdence^ 
aiid  gratifies  his  pride»  without  fufftring 
lumielf  to  believe  that  he  impairs  his 
Virtue.  He  tells  the  private  affairs  of 
his  patrons*  or  his  friend,  only  to  thoie 
from  whom  he  wpuld  not  conceal  his 
^wn,  he  tells  them  to  thofe  who  have  90 
temptation  to  betray  tl\e  truft,  or  with 
a  denunciation  of  a  certain  forfeiture  of 
his  friendfhips  if  he  difcoVers  that  they 
become  pubhck. 

Secrets  are  very  freqticntly  t6ld  in  the 
firft  ai'duiir  of  kihdiiefs,  or  of  bve,  for 
the  Take  of  proving,,  by  fo  important  a 
facrifice,  (incerity  or  tende'mcfsj  but 
with  this  motive,  thou^i  it  \^  ibnong  in 
itfclt,  vanity  concurs,  fmce  every  man, 
d<>ures  to  be  moft  efteemed  by  thoie 
whom  he  loves,  or  with  whom  he  con- 
vcrfes,  with  whom  he  pafTes  his  hours 
of  pleafure,  and  to  whom  he  i-ptii'es  from 
buunefs  and  from  ca^r* 

When  the  dWcoVery  of  fecrets  is  under 
coniideration,  there  is  always  ^  diftinc- 
.  tion  carefully  to  be  made  between  our 
own  and  tliofe  or  anotlier :  thofe  of 
which  we  ate  fully  maflerSj  as  they  af- 
fcft  only  our  o-Arn  intereft;  and  thofe 
which  arc  repofite  1  with  us  in  triift,  and 
involve  the  nappinefs  or  convenrence  of 
fuch  as  we  have  no  right  to  expofe  to 
hazard.  To  tell  our  own  fecrets  is  ge- 
nerally folly,  but  that  folly  is  without 
guilt }  to  communicate  thofe  with  which 
we  are  intruftcd  is  always  treachery,  and 
treacheiy,  for  the  tnuk  part,  combined 
with  folly. 

There  have,  Sndeed,  been  fome  en- 
thudafUck  and  Irrational  zealots  ibr 
friendHiIp,  who  liave  maintained,  and 
perhaps  oelieved,  that  one  friend  has  a 
right  to  all  that  is  in  poflcfTion  of  ano- 
ther J  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  a  viola- 
tion of  kindnefs  to  exempt  any  fecret 
from  this  boundlefs  confidence.  Ac^ 
cordingly,  a  late  female  minifler  of  ftate 
has  been  fhamelefs  enough  to  inform  the 
world,  that  fhe  ufcd,  when  ihe  wanted 
to  extraft  any  thing  from  her  fovereign, 
to  remind  her  of  Montaigne^s  reaibning ; 
who  has  determined,  that  to  tell  a  iecret 
to  a  friend  is  no  breach  of  fidelity,  be- 
caufe  the  number  of  perlbns  tnmed  is 
.  not  multiplied,  a  man  and  his  friend  be- 
ing virtually  the  fame. 
.  That  fucn  a  fallacy  could  be  impofcd 


upon  any  human  underlbndi|ig,  or  thit 
an  author  could  have  advanced  a  pofi^ 
iion  Co  remote  from  truth  and  reafoin 
any  other  wa3rB  than  as  a  dedaimer,  tc^ 
(hew  to  ^at  extent  be  could  flretch  hi« 
imagination,  and  with  what  ib-ength  he 
couM  bi-efs  his  principle^  would  fcarcely 
have  been  credible,  had.  not  this  lady* 
kindly  fhewn  us  how  far  weakneis  may 
be  deliided^  or  indolence  amuied; .  Bue^ 
fihce  it  appears  that  even  this  fophi^iy 
has  been  able,  with  the  help  of  a  flrong 
defrte  to  repofe  in  quiet  upon  the  under^' 
fbnding  ot  another,  to  miflcad  honeft 
intentions,  and  an  underf^ding  not 
iik)htemptible.  It  may  iiot  be  fhpemuous 
to  remark^  that  thofe  things  which  ai-e 
Common  artioh^  Abends  are  obly  fbch  ai 
either  pQlTeffes  m  his  owti  nght,  and  can 
alienate  or  defhx)y  without  injury  to  any 
other  peribn .  Without  this  limitation , . 
^niidence  niuii  run  on  without  .end  ; 
the  fecond  perfbn  may  tell  the  fecret  to 
the  third,  upon  the  fame  piinciple  as  he 
received  it  from  the  firft  j  And  the  third 
may  hand  it  forward  to  a  foiirth,  till,  at 
lufif  it  is  told  in  the  round  of  friendship 
to  them  from  whom  it  was  the  firfl  in— 
tiritiori  to  conceal  it. 

The  corifidence  which  Caiiis  has  of  the 
faithfuinels  of  'f  itius  is  nothing  more 
than  an  opinion  which  himfelf 'cannot 
know  to  be  true,  and  which  Claudius, 
who  firlt  tells  his  fecret  to  Caius,  may 
know  to  be  falfe }  and  therefore  the  truft 
is  transferred  by  Caius,  if  he  reveal  what 
has  been  told  him,  to  one  frgm  whom 
the  perfon  originally  ooncerned  would 
have  withheld  it  j  and'  whatever  may  be 
the  event,  Caius  has  hazanled  the  bap- 
pinefs  of  his  frieml,  without  necefTity  and 
without  permifBon,  and  has  put  that  trufl 
in  the  hand  of  fortune  which  was  given 
only  to  virtue. 

Alt  the  arguments  upon  which  a  man 
who  is  telling  the  private  affairs  of  ano' 
ther  may  ground  his  cotifidence  of  fecu- 
rity,  he  muft  upon  refleflion  know  to  be 
uncertain,  becaufc  he  finds  them  without 
effeft  upon  himfelf.  When  he  is  ima- 
gining tjiat  Titius  will  be  cautious^ 
from  a  re^d  to  his  intereft,  his  reputa- 
tion, or  his  duty,  he  ought  to  refl^  that 
he  is  himfelf,  at  that  infbnt,  a£^ing  in 
oppofition  to  all  thefe  reafons,  and  re- 
vealing what  interefl,  reputation,  aod^ 
duty,  dire£l:  him  to  conceal. 

Every  one  feels  that,  in  his  own  cvCe^- 
he  fhouid  confider  the  man  incapable  oT 
truft^  who  believed  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
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V^H  wfcatc^  he  knew  to  the  firft  whom 
he  fliould  conclude  deferving  of  his  con- 
fidenccj  therefore  Caius,  in  admitting 
Titius  to  the  affairs  imparted  only  to 
himlclf,  mutt  know  that  he  violates  his 
faith>  (iDce  he  afts  contnuy  tothe  inten- 
tion of  Claudius^  to  whom  that  faith  was 
givert;  for  promifes  of  friendship  are, 
like  aU  othersr,  ulelefs  and  vain,  unlefs 
they  are  made  in  fome  known  fenfe,  ad-*- 
^rtcd  and  acknowledged  by  both  par- 
tits. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  many  queftions 
huy  be  ftarted  relating  to  the  duty  of 
fccrccy  where  the  attaii-s  are  of  publick 
coBceiTi,  where  fublequent  realbns  may 
arife  to  alter  the  appearance  and  nature 
t)f  the  trufl,  that  tne  manner  in  which 
the  fccrct  was  tohl  may  change  the  de- 
gree of  obligation)  and  that  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  a  man  is  chofen  for  a 
confident  may  not  always  equally  con- 
ftrain  him;  but  thele  Temples,  if  not  too 
tntiTcate,  arc  of  too  extcnfive  confidera- 
fion  for  my  prefent  pui*pofe,  nor  arc  they 
ftich  as  gfcnerallv  occur  in  common  life : 
and  thou^  cafuidical  knowledge  be  ufe- 
fill  in  proper  hands,  yet  it  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  carclefsly  expofcd,  iincc  moft 
will  ufe  it  rithcr  to  lull  than  awaken  their 
own  confciences;  and  the  threads  of  rea- 
foning)  on  which  truth  is  fufpcnded,  are 


frequently  drawn  to  fuch  fubtilty,  that  ^ 
common  eyes  cannot  perceive,  and  com- 
mon fenfibility  cannot  feel  them. 

The  whole  do^ne,  as  well  as  prac- 
tice, of  fea-ecy  is  lb  perplexing  and  dan- 
geious,  that,  next  to  him  who  is  coni- 
pelled  to  trutt,  I  think  hin^  unhappy  wHo 
IS  chofen  to  be  trufted:  for  he  is  often 
involved  in  fcruples  without  the  liberty 
of  calling  in  the  help  of  any  other  under- 
fianding;  he  is  ^equently  drawn  into 
guilt  under  the  appc^nce  of  fi-iendrtiip 
and  honeftyj  and  fometimes  fubjeftcd 
to  fufpicion  by  the  treachery  of  others 
who  ai*e  engaged  without  his  knowledge 
in  the  fame  fchemes;  for  he  that  has  one 
confident  has  generally -more,  and  when 
he  is  at  latt  betrayed^  is  in  doubt  on 
whonv-he  (hall  fix  tne  crime. 

The  rules,  therefore,  that  I  fhall  pro- 

r>fc  concerning  (ccrccy,  and  fixmi  which 
think  it  not  fafe  to  deviate,  without 
long  and  exaft  deliberation,  aic— Ne- 
ver to  folicit  the  knowledge  of  a  lecret. 
Not  willingly,  nor  without  many  limi- 
tations, to  accept  fuch  confidence  when 
it  is  offered.  When  a  fccret  is  once  ad- 
mitted, to  confider  the  tiuft  as  of  a  very 
high  nature,  important  as  fociety,  and 
facred  as  truth,  and  thei-efore  not  to  be 
violated  for  any  incidental  convenience, 
or  flight  appearance  of  contrary  fknefs. 
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SUKX  SVCM  A  VAKIOVS  CftlATVlKt  NZ*XK  WA'.  KMOWK. 


AMONG  the  many  inconfiftencies 
which  folly  produces,  or  infinnity 
fufifers,  in  the  human  mind,  there  has 
often  been  obferved  a  manifett  and  fhik- 
tng  contrariety  between  tlie  life  of  an 
author  and  his  writings:  -and  Milton, 
in  a  letter  toa'leamed  fbangtr,  by  whom 
he  had  beeh  vifited,  with  great  reafon 
oongratiilatcs  himfelf  up<^  the  confciouf- 
ncd  of  being  found  equal  to  his  own 
chatraifler,  and  having  preferved,  in  a  pri- 
▼ite  and  £uniliar  interview,  t|iat  reputa- 
tion which  his  works  had  procured  him. 

Thofc  whom  the  appearance  of  vir- 
tue, or  the  evkience  of  coiius,  )iave 
lemptcd  to  a  nearer  knowledgt  of  the 
writer  in  whole  perfonnaiKcsthey  may 
ke  fiouDd,  have  iiideed  had  frequent  ica- 
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fbn  to  repent  their  curlofityj  the  bubble 
that  rparided  before  them  has  become 
common  watei-  at  the  touch;  the  phan- 
tom of  perfeftion  has  vanifhed  when 
they  wifticd  to  prefs  it  to  their  bofora. 
They  have  loft  ^le  pleafure  of  imagin- 
ing how  far  humanity  may  be  exal  ed ; 
and,  perhap,  felt  thetnfelves  lefs  in- 
clined to  tod  up  the  fteeps  of  x  virtue, 
when  they  obfa-ve  thofe  who  feem  bell 
able  to  point  the  way  loitering  below, 
as  either  afraid  of  the  labour,  oi*  doubt- 
ful of  the  rewaixl.- 

It  has  been  long  the  cuftom  of  the  ^ 
ori^tal  raonarcbs  to  hide  themitlvcs  in 
gardens  and  palaces,  to  avoid  the  con- 
verfation  of  mankin-^,  and  to  be  known 
to  their  f"bjea|,oM^^(5(^I^ja,. 
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'  The  fame  policy  i«  no  lef«  neccffary  to 
hira  that  writes,  than  to  him  that  go- 
verns; for  men  would  not  more  pati- 
ently fubmit  to  be  taught,  than  com- 
'  manded,  by  one  known  to  have  the 
fame  follies  and  weaknefTes  with  them- 
felves.  A  fudden  intruder  into  the  clo- 
fet  of  an  author  would  perhaps  feel 
equal  indignation  with  the  officer  who, 
having  long  fohcited  adnuflion  into 
the  prefence  of  Sardanapalus,  faw  him 
not  confulting  upon  laws,  enquiring  in- 
to grievances,  or  modelling  an^ies,  but 
employed  ifi  feminine  ammem^nts,  and 
dire£ling  the  ladies  in  their  work. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  however^ 
that  for  many  reafons  a  man  writes  much 
better  than  he  lives.  For  without  enter- 
ing into  refined  fpeculations,  it  may  be 
ftiewn  much  eaiier  to  defign  than  to  per- 
form. A  man  propofes  his  fchemes  of 
life  in  a  ftate  of  abftraftion  and  difcn- 
'gaeement,  exempt  from,  the  enticements 
of  hope,  the  iblicitations  of  afFeftion,  the 
importunities  of  appetite,  or  the  depref- 
fions  of  fear ;  and  is  in  the  (ame  ilaie  with 
him  that  teaches  upon  land  the  ait  of 
navigation,  to  whom  the  lea  is  sdways 
iinooth,  and  the  wind  always  profperous. 
The  mathematicians  are  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  difference  between  pure 
fcience,  which  has  to  do  only  with  ideas, 
and  the  application  of  it*8  laws  to  the 
ufe  of  life,  in  which  they  ai-e  confhain- 
cd  to  fubmit  to  the  imperfection  of 
matter  and  the  influence  of  accidents. 
Thus,  in  moral  difcuinons,  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  many  impediments  ob- 
llruft  our  pra£lice,  which  very  eafily  give 
way  to  theory.  The  fpeculatifl  is  only 
in  danger  or  erroneous  reafoning,  but 
the  man  involved  in  life  has  his  own 
paflions  and  thole  of  others  to  encoun- 
ter, and  is  embairafTed  with  a  thoufand 
imronvenlencies^  which  confound  him 
with  variety  ofimpulle,  and  cither  per- 
plex or  obftnifl  his  way.  He  is  forced 
to  a6i  without  deliberation,  and  obliged 
to  chufe  before  he  can  examine ;  he  is 
furpiized  by  fudden  alterations  of  the 
t^te  of  things,  and  qjianees  his  meafures 
according  to  luperficiaT  appearances  j 
he  is  led  by  others,  either  becaufe  he  is 
indolent,  Qr  becaufe  he  is  timorous ;  he 
is  (bmetimes  afhud  to  know  what  is 
right,  and  fometimes  finds  friends  or 
enemies  diligent  to  deceive  him. 

We  are,  therefore,  not  to  wonder 
thrit  mod  fail,  amidft  tumult  and  fnares, 
and  (!anger,  in  the  obfervance  of  thofe 
pnccepts  which  they,  lay  igym  in  IbH* 


tude,  &fety,  and  tranquillity,  with  a 
mind  unbiased,  and, with  hberty  un.- 
obfhii6^ed.  It  is  the  condition  of  our 
prelent  flate  to  fee  more  than  we  can  at- 
tain i  the  exa6be(l  vigilance  and  caution 
can  never  maintain  a  lingle  day  of  un- 
mingled  innocence,  much  lefs  can  the 
utmoft  efforts  of  incorporated  mind  readw 
the  fumroits  of  fpecwlative  virtue.  ^J 

It  is,  however,  neceflaiy  for  the  iacST 
of  pcrfe^ion  to  be  jpropofedi  that  we 
may  have  Ibmc  object  to  which  our  en- 
deavours are  to  be  dire^ed  $  and  he  that 
is  moft  deficient  in  the  duties  of  life, 
makes  fome  atonement  for  his  faults,  if 
he  warns  others  againlt  his  own  failings, 
and  hinders,  by  3ie  falubrity  of  his  ad- 
monitions, the  contagion  of  his  example. 
Nothing  is  more  unjufl,  however  com- 
mon, th^  tq  charge  with  hypocrify  him 
that  expreifes  ical  for  thofe  virtues  which 
he  hegleCls  to  pra6^ife  j  fince  he  may  be 
fmcerely  convinced  of  the  advantages  of 
conquering  his  paffions  without  having 
yet  obtained  the  vi6tory>  as  a  man  may- 
be confident  of  the  advantages  of  i"  \ 
voyage,  or  a  journey,  without  having  ^ 
couragt  or  indufhy  to  Undertake  it,  an<i.^^ 
mayvhoneftly  recommend  to  othei-s  thole 
attempts  whi^h  he  neglefls  himfelf. 

The  interefl  which  the  corrupt  part 
of  mankind  have  in  hardening  them- 
felves  againfl  every  motive  to  amend- 
ment, has  dilpofed  them  to  give  to  thele 
contradictions,  when  they  can  be  pro- 
duced againft  the  caufe  of  virtue,  that 
weight  which  they  will  not  allow  them 
in  any  other  cafe.    They  fee  men  a^  in 
oppoution  to  their  interefl,  without  fup- 
poling  that  they  do  not  know  it ;  thofe 
who  give  way  to  the  fudden  violence  of 
pallion,  and  forfake  the  mod  important 
purfuits  for  petty  pleafures,  are  not  lup- 
pofed  to  have  changed  their  opinions,  or 
to  approve  their  own  conduft .    In  moral 
or  religious  (jueflions  alone  they  deter^ 
mine  the  fentiments  by  the  actions,  and 
charge  every  nutn  witn  endeavouring  to 
impofe  upon  the  world  whofe  writings      * 
are  not  confirmed  by  his  life.      They 
never  confider  that  themfelves  ntgleft  or 
pi-aftifc  fomething  every  day  iiwwifift- 
ently  with  their  own  fettled  j\^<%ment  i 
nor  difcover  that  the  condu6V  of  the  ad- 
vocates for  virtue  can  little  ina  eafe,  or 
leiFen,  the  obligations  of  their  dictates  t 
argimient  is  to  be  invalidated  only  by 
argument,  and  ia  in  itfelf  of  the  fame 
force,  whether  or  not  it  convinces  him 
by  whom  it  is  propofed. 
Yet  fince  this  prejudice,  however  ur^ 
reafunabic. 
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reiibnablc>  is  always  likdy  to  have^xne 
pi-evalence,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
to  take  care  left  he  flioula  hiiuler  the  ef- 
ficacy of  his  own  inftru^lions.  When 
he  defires  to  gain  the  belief  of  others, 
he  fhould  (hew  that  he  believes  himfelf; 
and  when  he  teaches  the  fitnefs  of  virtue 
by  his  realbnings,  he  fliould,  by  his  ex- 
ample, prove  it*s  poflibility :  thus  much 
at  leak  may  be  required  of  him,  that 
he  fhall  not  a£i  wone  than  others,  be- 
diufe  he  writes  better;  nor  imagme  that, 
by  the  merit  of  his  genius,  he  may  claim 
indulgence  beyond  mortals  of  the  lower 
clafTcs,  and  be  exculed  for  want  of  pru- 
dence, or  negle6l  of  virtue. 

Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Winds, 
after  having  offered  fomething  to  the 
imagination  as  defirable,  oftto  propofes 
lower  advantages  in  it*s  place  to  the  rea- 
fon  as  attainable.  The  fame  method 
may  be  fometimes  purfued  in  moral  en- 
deavours, v^hich  Uiis  philofopher  has 
obferved  in  natural  enquiries  :  having 
firft  fet  pofitive  and  ablolute  excellence 
before  us,  we  may  be  pardoned  though 
we  fink  down  to  humbler  virtue ;  trying, 
however,  to  keep  our  point  always  m 
view,  and  ftruggUng  not  to  lofe  ground, 
though  wc  cannot  gain  it. 

It  is  recorded  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
that  he  for  a  long  time  concealed  the 
confecration  of  himfelf  to  theftrifler  du- 
ties of  religion,  left,  by  fome  flagitious 
and  fharaenil  a6lion,  he  fhould  bring 

£icty  into  difgraje.  For  the  fame  rea- 
n  it  may  be  prudent*  for  a  writer  who  ap- 
prehends that  he  fhall  not  enforce  his 
own  maxims  by  his  domeftick  chara£^er, 
to  conceal  his  nanqe,  that  he  may  not 
injure  them. 

There  are,  indeed,  a  great  number 
whofe  curiofjty  to  gain  a  more  familiar 
knowledge  of  fuccefsful  writers  is  not 
fb  much  prompted  by  an  opinion  of  their 
power  to  improve  as  to  delight;  and  who 
cxptSk  from  them  not  argiunents  againft 
▼ice,  or  diftbrtations  on  temperance  or 
juftice,  but  flights  of  wit,  and  fallies  of 
plcafantry,  or,  at  leaft,  acute  remarks, 
nice  diftinfkions,  juftnefs  of  fentiment, 
and  elegance  of  di^ion. 

This  expeHation  is,  indeed,  fpecious 
and  probable;  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  fate 
of  all  human  hopes,  that  it  is  very  often 
frvitrated^  and  thofe  who  raife  admira- 


tion by  their  books,  difguft  by  their 
company.  A  nian  of  letters  for  the 
nioft  part  fpends,  in  the  privacies  of 
ftudy,  that  feafon  of  life  in  which  the 
manners  ai-e  to  be  foftened  into  eafe, 
and  polifhed  into  elegance;  and,  when 
he  has  gained  knowledge  enough  to  be 
refpefled,  has  negle^ed  the  minuter  a£ls 
by  which  he  might  have  pleafcd.  When 
he  enters  life,  if  his  temper  be  foft  and 
timorous,  he  is  diffident  and  bafhful, 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  defe6^s ;  or 
if  he  was  bom  with  fpirit  and  refolution, 
he  is  ferocious  and  arrogant,  from  the 
confcioufnels  of  his  merit :  he  is  cither 
diflipated  by  the  awe  of  company,  and 
unable  to  rccolleft  his  reading,  and  ar*- 
range  his  arguments;  or  he  is  hot  and 
dogmatical,  quick  in  oppodtion,  and 
tenacious  in  defence;  difabled  by  his  own 
violence,  and  confiifed  by  hishafte  to 
triumph. 

The  grdcea  of  writing  and  converfa- 
tionaie  of  different  kinds;  and  though  he 
who  excels  in  one  might  have  been  with 
opportunities  and  application  equally 
fuccefsful  in  the  other,  yet  as  many  pleale 
by  extemporary  talk,  tnough  utterly  un- 
acquainted with  the  more  accurate  me- 
thod, and  more  laboured  beauties,  which 
compofition  requires;  fb  it  is  ve|y  pof- 
fible  that  men,  wholly*  accuftorocd  to 
works  of  ftudy,  nuy  be  without  that 
reidinefs  of  c;onception,  and  affluence  of 
langua|;e,  always  neceffary  to  colloquial 
entertainment.  They  may  want  addreis 
to  watch  the  hints  whicn  converfation 
offers  for  the  difplay  of  their  particulajf 
attainments,  or  they  nbay  be  fo much  un- 
fumifhed  with  mattqi-^  on  common  lub- 
jefts,  that  difcourfe  Jiot  piofeffedly  lite-  \ 
rary  glides  over  th(:m  as  heterogeneous  ) 
bodies,  without  atlmitting  their  concep- 
tions  to  mPx  in  the  circulation. 

A  tranfition  from  an  author's  book  to 
his  converfation  is  too  often  like  an  ei^-, 
trance  into  a  large  city,  after  a  diftanU*' 
profpeft.     Remotely,    we  fee  nothing 
but  fpires  of  temples,  ancj  turrets  oV   \ 
palaces,  and  imagine  it  the  reriden<;e  of    ^. 
fplendour,  grandeur,  and  magnificence;   ' 
but,  when  we  have    pa/Ted   the  gates,    ^ 
wc  find  it  perplexed  with  narrow  paf-  ^ 
fagcs,  difgraced    with  defpicable   cot-  \ 
tages,  emhairafTcd  w  ith  oblh'uftions,  and 
clouded  with  linoke. 
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XT  Q.UANDO  VBEKIOt  VITIOHUM  COPIA  l  QVANDO 
MAJOR  AVARITIA  PATU|T  IINU8?  ALIA  <^ANDO 
BOS  ANIMOS. 


Jcv. 


WHAT  AGS   SO  LARGE  A    CROP  OP  VICES    BOREt 

OR  WHEN  WAS   AVARICE   EXTENDED    MORE  ? 

WHEN  WERE  THE  DICE  WITH  MORS  fROrVSIOK   THROWN  ? 


THERE  is  no  grievance,  publick 
or  private,  of  which,  fincc  I  took 
upon  me  the  office  of  a  periodical  mo- 
nitor, I  have  received  lo  many,  or  fo 
earncft  complaints,  as  of  the  predomi- 
nance of  play;  of  a  fetal  paffion  for 
cards  and  dice, 'which  feems  to  have 
oveitAimed,  not  only  the  ambition  of  ex- 
cellence, Init  the  defire  of  pleafurej  to 
have  cxtinguifhed  the  flames  of  the  lover, 
as  well  as  of  the  patriot:  and  threatens, 
in  it's  farther  progrels,  to  deftroy  all 
diftinftions,  both  of  rank  and  fex,  to 
crufh  all  emulation  but  that  of  fraud, 
to  corrupt  all  thofe  clafies  of  our  people 
whofe  anceftors  have,  by  thtir  virtue, 
their  indullr}',  or  their  parfimony,  given 
,*hem  the  power. of  living'  in  extravagance, 
idlenefs,  and  vice,  and  to  leave  them  with- 
out knowledge,  J^ut  of  the  modiih  games, 
and  without  wifhes  but  for  lucky  hands. 

I  have  found,  by  long  experience, 
that  theie  arc  few  enterprizes  lb  hope- 
leis  as  contefts  with  the  tafhionj  in  which 
the  opponents  aric  n>)t  only  made  confi- 
dent by  their  numbers,  and  ftrong  by 
theii'  union,  but  arc  hardened  by  con- 
tempt of  their  antagonjft,  whom  they  al- 
waj^  look  upon  a>i  a  wretch  of  lo\\r  no- 
tions, contracted  views,  mean  converfa- 
tion,  and  narrow  fortune;  who  envie? 
the  elevations  which  he  cannot  reach, 
who  would  gladly  imbitter  the  happi- 
nel's  which  hi^  inelegance  or  indigency 
deny  him  to  partake,  and  who  ijis  no 
othtr  end  in  his  atli^icc,  than  to  r^enge 
his  own  moitifua'ionby  hindering  thole 
whom  their  binh  and  t.ide  have  fet  a- 
bovc  bin),'  from  the  enjoyment  of  their 
fupenorify,  and  bringing  them  down  to 
»  level  with  hinilUf. 

Thoiiph  I  have  never  found  myfelf 
much  nfff^ed  by  this  fonnidable  cen- 
f lire,  which  T  have  incurred  often  rnough 
to  be  acquainted  with  it's  fiill  force,  yet 
I  fhall,  in  Ibme  mtaliire,  obviate  it  on 
tMs  occafton,  by  rtiVrlng  very  little  in 
in>  own  name,  eitliei'  of  argument  or 
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intreat}',  fincc  thole  who  fuffer  by  tbi\ 
generiU  infatuation  may  be  fuppofcd  bcfl^ 
3ble  to  relate  it's  cfie6ts. 

*    SIR, 

*  'pH  E  R  E  fccms  to  be  fo  little  know^ 
•*•  1  ledge  left  in  the  world,  and  (q 
little  of  that  refle6Hon  pra6lifed  by 
which  knowledge  is  to  be  rained,  that 
I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  mall  be  un- 
derftood  when  I  complain  of  want  o£ 
opportunity  for  thinking;  or  whether, 
a  condcnmation,  which  at  preicnt 
feems  in  evei-fible,  to  perpetual  igno- 
rance, will  rai fe  any  compafTion  either  in 
you  or  your  readers;  yet  I  will  ven- 
ture to  lay  my  ftate  before  you,  be- 
caufe  I  believe  it  i^  natural  to  molt' 
minds  to  take  fome  pleafurc  in  com- 
plaining of  evils  of  which  they  have^ 
no  realbn  to  be  alhamed. 

•  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  man  of  great 
fortune,  whofe  diffidence  of  mankind, 
and  perhaps  the  pleafui-e  of  .con- 
tinual accumulation,  incline  him  to 
r^fidc  upon  his  own  eftate,  and  to  edu- 
cate his  children  in  his  own  houfe, 
where  I  vras  bred,  if  not  with  the 
molt  brilliant  examples  of  virtue  be^ 
fore  my  eyes,  at  leaft  remote  enough 
from  any  incitements  to  vice;    and 

^wanting  neither  leifui-e  nor  books,  nor 
the  acquaintance  of  fome  perlbns  of 
learning  in  the  neiglibourhood,  I  en- 
deavoured to  acquire  fuch  knowledge 
as  miglit  moft  recommend  me  to  el- 
teem,  and  thought  myfelf  able  to  fup- 
poct  a  converfation  upon  moft  of  the 
lubje^ls  which  my  fex  and  condition 
made  it  propei*  for  me  to  undcrJland. 

*  I  had,  bcfidcs  my  knowledge,  as  my 
mamma  and  my  luaid  told  me,  a  very 
fine  face,  and  elegant  (hap<^,  and  with 
all  thcfe  atlvantages  hod  been  fcventecn 
months  the  reigning  toaft  for  twelve 
miles  round,  and  never  came  to  the  - 
monthly  affembly,  but  I  heanl  the  old 
ladies  that  lat  by,  wifhing  that  it  tnight 

*  end 
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f  fttdiv^li,  and  theirdaiighterscriticifing 
f  my  air,  my  features,  or  my  dref;. 

<  You  know,  Mr.  Rambler,  that  am- 
f  bitlon  is  natural  to  youih,  and  oirio- 

*  fity  to  uaderilanding ;  and  therefore 
f  vdll  hear,  without  wondci",  that  I  was 
«  deiJrous  to  extend  my  victories  over 

<  thofe  who  might  give  more  honour  to 

*  the  conqueror  j  and  that  I  found  in  a 

*  country  life  a  continual  repetition  of 
«  the  fame  pleafures,  which  was  not  fuf- 

*  ficient  to  fill  up  the  min4  tor  the  pre- 
f  fent,  or  raife  any  expe^ations  of  the 

*  futurt}    and  I  will  confcis   to  you, 

*  that  Pwas  iihipatient  for  a  fight  of  the 

*  town,    and  fiUed  my  thoughts  with 

*  the  difcoveri^  which  I  ihould  niake, 
f  the  triimiphs  that  I  (hould  obtain,  and 
f  the  praifes  that  I  ihould  receive. 

*  At  laft  the  time  came,    My  aunt, 

*  whofe  hufbandhas  a  feat  in  parliament, 
f  and  a  place  in  court,  bu^ed  lier  only 

*  child,  and  fent  for  me  to  fupply  the 

<  lofs.  The  hope  that  I  fhould  lb  far 
f  Infinuate  myfelf  into  their  favour,  as.  to 
^  obtain  a  conliderable  augmentation  of 

*  my  foitune,  procured  me  every  conve- 

*  nience  for  my  departure,  with  great  ex  - 

*  pedition ;  and  I  could  not,  amidli  all 

*  my  tranfports,  forl^cai"  Ibme  indigna- 
f  tion  to  fee  with  what  readinefs  the  na- 
f  tural  guardians  of  my  vutue  fold  me 

*  to  a  ftate  which  they  thought  more  ha- 
'  zardous  than  it  really  was,  as  ibon  as  a 
f  new  acceflion  of  fortune  glittered  in 
f  their  eyes. 

*  Three  days  I  was  upon  the  road> 
f  and  on  the  fourth  morning  my  heart 

*  danced  at  the  fight  of  London.    I  was 

*  fct  down  at  my  aunt's,  and  entered  up- 
f  on  the  fcene  of  aftion.  I  expelled  now, 

<  from  the  age  and  experience  of  my 

*  aimt,  fome  prudential  leflbn?:  bHt>ar- 

*  tcr  the  firft  civilities  and  firft  tears  were 

*  over,  was  told  what  pity  it  >ms  to  have 

*  kept  lb  fine  a  girl  (b  long  in  the  coun- 

*  try  5  foi'  the  people  who  did  not  begin 

*  young  feldom  dealt  their  cards  hand- 

*  fbmely,  or  played  them  tolerably. 

*  Young  perfons  ^xe  commonly  in- 

*  dined  to  flight  the  remarks  and  coun- 

*  fels  of  their  elders.  I  fmiled,  perhaps^ 
'  with  too  much  conteippt,  and  was  up- 

*  on  the  point  of  telling  her  that  my 

*  time  had  not  been  pad  in  fuch  trivial 
f  attainments.  But  I  fdon  found  that 
<  things  are  to  be  eftimated,  not  by  the 
«  importance  of  their  eflfe^s,  b\it  the  fi^'e- 
i  <juency  of  their  life. 


*  A  few  davs  after,  myaxiri  pave  mc 

*  notice,  that  Ibme  company,  which  (he 

*  had  been  fix  v.-p'jks  in  coUefting,  wan 
^  to  meet  that  even-rg-,  and  Ihe  expelled 

*  a  finer  affembly  t>.in  had  been  leen  all 
*.  the  winter.     She  cxpreUeJ  this  in  the 

*  jaKgpn  of  a  gamcftcr}  and,  when  I  aiked 

*  an  explication  of  her  terms  of  ait,  won- 

*  dei-ed  where  I  had  lived.  I  had  already 

*  found  my  aunt  lb  incapable  of  any  ra- 

*  tional  conciufion,  and  fo  ignorant  of 

*  every  thing,  whether  great  or  little,  that 

*  I  had  loft  all  regard  to  her  opinion,  and 

*  dreffed  myfelf  with  great  expectations 

*  of  an  opportunity  to  difplay  my  charms 

*  among  rivals  whofe  competition  would 

*  not  diihonour  me.      The  company 

*  came  in,  and  aftei*  the  curfory  comyli- 
«  ments  of  falutation,  alike  eafy  to  the 
• .  loweft  and  to  thehieheft  undcrftanding, 

<  what  was  the  refult  ?   The  cards  were 

*  broke  open,  the  paities  were  fbhned, 

*  the  whole  night  paffed  in  a  game  up- 

*  on  which  the  yoimg  and  old  were 

<  equally  employed  :  nor  was  I  able  to 

<  attra6^  an  eye,  or  gjain  an  ear  5  but  be- 

*  ing  compelled  to  play  without  ikill,  I 

*  perpetually  embarrrfed  my  partner, 

*  and  foon  }>crceived  the  contempt  of  the 

*  whole  ^le  gathering  upon  me. 

<  I  cannot  but  fufpeft,  Sir,  that  thi^ 

*  odious  falhion  is  produced  by  a  con- 

*  fpiracy  of  the  old,  the  ugly,  and  the 

<  isjnorant,  againft  the  young  and  beau- 

*  tiful,  ,the  witty  and  the  gay,  as  a  con- 

*  tiivance  to  level  all  diftin6lions  of  na- 

*  ture  and  of  art ;  to  confound  the  world 

<  in  a  chaos  of  folly,  to  take  firom  thof^ 
'  who  could  Qutftiine  them  all  the  ad- 

*  vantages  of  mind  aAd  body,  to  with- 
«  hold  youth  from  it's  natural  pleafures, 

*  deprive  wit  of  it's  influence,  and  bcau- 

*  ty  of  it's  channs,  to  fix  thofe  hearts 

<  upon  mone)',  to  which  love  has  hither- 

<  to  been  entitled,  to  fink  life  into  a  tc- 
•.  dious  uniformity,  and  to  allow  it  no' 

<  other  hopes  or  rears  but  thofe  of  rob-r 

<  bing  and  being  robbed. 

*  Be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  inform  thofe  of 
f  my  fcx  who  have  minds  capable  of 

<  nobler  fentiments,  that,  if  thefy  will 

<  unite  in  vindication  of  their  pleafures 

*  and  their  prerogatives,  they  may  fix  at  , 

<  time  at  which  cards  fhall  ceafe  to  be 
«  in  fafhion»  or  be  left  only  to  thofe  who 
f  have  neither  beauty  to  be  loved,  nor 

*  fpiiit  to  be  feared ;  neither  knowledge 
«  to  teach,  nor  modefty  to  learn  5  and 
i  whO|  having  p»^  their  youth  in  vice. 
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*  are  juftly  condemned  to  fpend  their  age 

•  in  folly.  *  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

«  Cleora/ 

•  fiK» 

«  TTEXATIONwillburftmyheart, 

^    *  if  I  do  not  give  it  vent.  As  you 

'  puhlifti  aPapcT)  f  infift  upon  it,  that 

*  you  infert  this  in  your  next,  as  ever 

♦  you  hope  for  the  kindnefs  and  cncou- 

•  ragement  of  any  woman  of  tafte,  fpi- 

•  rit,  and  virtue.    I  would  have  it  pub- 

*  lifhed  to  the  world,  how  d^lei  ving  wi  vr s 

*  ai'e  ufed  by  imperioii*  coxcombs,  that 

*  'thenceforth  no  woman  may  marry  who 

•  has  not  the  patience  of  Grizzel.    Nay, 

*  if  even  Grifzel  had  been  married  to  a 

*  eamefter,  her  temper  would  never  have 

•  held  out.  A  wretch  that  lofes  his  good- 

*  humour  and  humanity  along  with  his 

*  money,  and  will  not  allow  enough  from 

•  hi*  own  extravagancies    to  fupport 
*"  s  woman  of  fifhion  in  the  neceilary 

•  amufcAent  s  of  life !  Why  docs  not  he 

•  employ  his  wile  head  to  make  a  figure 

*  TBI  parliament,  raife  an  eftntc,  and  get 

*  a  title?  That  would  be  fitter  for  the 

*  mafter  of  a  family,   than  rattling  a 

•  noify  dice-box  >  and  then  he  might  in- 

•  dulge  his  wife  in  a  few  flight  expences 

•  and  elegant  diverfions. 

*  What  if  i  was  unfortunate  at  Brag  ? 

•  — Should  he  not  have  flayed  to  ice 

•  how  hick  would  turn  another  time  ? 

•  Inllcad  of  tha*-,  what  does  he  do,  but 

1'   )jck»  a  quarrel,   upbraids  me  with 
ofs  of  beauty,  abufes  my  acquaint- 

*  ance,  ridicules  my  play,  and  infults 

*  my   underftanding  j     fays,   forfooth, 

•  that  women  h&ve  not  heads  enough 

*  to  play  with  any  thing  but  dolls,  and 
«  that  they    fhould    be    employed    in 

*  thincs  proportionable  to  their  under- 

•  standing,  keep  at  home,  and  mind  fa- 

*  mily  affairs. 

*  I  do  ftay  at  home,  Sir ;  and  all  the 

•  world  knows  I  am  at  homeeveiy  Sun- 

♦  day.    I  have  had  fix  routes  this  win- 

*  ter,  and  fcnt  out  ten  packs  of  caids 

•  in  invitations  to  private  parties.     As 

•  for  management,  I  am  fure  he  cannot 

•  call  mc  extravagant,  or  fay  I  do  not 

*  mind  my  family.  The  chilcfren  arc  out 
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at  nurfc  in  villages  as  cheap  as  any  two 
little  brats  can  be  kept,  nor  liave  I 
ever  feen  them  fince;  fo  he  has  no 
tiouble  about  them.  tThe  fervants 
live  at  board-wa^.  My  owndin- 
nei-8  come  from  the  Thatcnerf  Houfe  j 
and  I  have  never  p^d  a  penny  for 
any  thing  I  have  bought  fince  I  was 
married.  As  for  play,  I  do  think  I 
may,  indeed,  indulge  in  tfiat,  now  I 
am  my  own  miftrefs.  Papa  liiade  me 
drudge  at  Whift  till  I  was  tired  of  it  5 
and,  far  from  wanting  a  head,  Mr. 
Hoyle,  when  he  had  not  given  mc  a- 
bove  forty  leflbns,  faid  I  was  one  of 
his  beft  fcholars.  I  thought  then 
with  myfelf,  that,  if  once  I  was  at 
libefty,  I  would  leave  play,  and  take 
to  reading  romances,  things  fo  for- 
bidden at  our  houle,  and  fo  railed  at, 
that  it  was  impoffible  not  to  fancy 
them  very  chanming.  Moft  unfor- 
tuna(;ely,  to  fave  me  from  abfolute  un- 
duiifulnefs,  jufi  as  I  was  married, 
came  dear  Brag  into  fafliion,  an^  ever 
fince  it  has  been  the  joy  of  mv  life  5 
fi>  eafy,  fo  cheerful  and  carelefs,  fo 
void  of  thought,  and  fo  genteel! 
Who  can  help  lovmg  it?  Yet  the 
peifidious  thing  has  uicd  me  very 
ill  of  bfe,  and  to-morrow  I  rtioidd 
have  chan|;ed  if  for  Faro.  But,  oh  ! 
this  detelnible  to-morrow,  a  thing 
alwnvs  expe^ed,  and  never  found. 
Within  thcic  few  hours  mud  I  be 
dragged  into  the  country.  The 
wretch,  Sir,  left  me  in  a  fit  which  his 
threatenings  had  occafioned,  and  un- 
mercifully ordei-ed  a  poft-chaife.  Stajr 
I  cannot,  for  money  I  have  none,  and 
crcvtit  I  cannot  get — But  I  will  make 
the  monkey  play  with  rtic  at  piquet 
uDon  the  road  for  all  I  want.  I  am 
afmoft  fure  to  beat  hbn,  and  his  debts 
of  honour  I  know  he  will  pay.  Then 
who  can  tell  but  I  may  ftill  come  back 
and  conquer  Lady  Packer?  Sir,  you 
need  not  print  this  hft  fcheme  5  aiid, 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  you  maV— 
Oh,  diftraftion !  the  poft-chaife  is  at 
the  door.  Sir,  publifii  what  you 
will,  only  let  it  be  printed  without  a 
name/ 
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N«XVI.    SATURDAY,  MAY  12,  1750, 

■         MULTIS  DICB^DI   COFIA  T0tRIN8» 

IT  80A  M0»T1F«»A  *tT  FACUWDIA—       ^    JUT. 

SOME    WHO    THB    DEPTHS  OF     ELOqUENCE  HAVE  FOVND» 

IN  THAT  UNNAVIGABLE  STREAM  WERE  DROWN'D.  DeT%XH« 


*  SIR)    - 

«  f  Ain  the  ino<!eft  yoxmg  man  wliom 
1  *  you  fevoured  with  your   advice 

<  in  a  late  paper ;  and,  as  I  am  vtrry 
«  far  from  fufpeain^  that  you  fqre- 
«  faw  the  numbcrlels  inconveniences 
«  which  I  have, by  following  it,  brought 

*  upon  mylelf,  I  will  lay  my  condition 

*  open  before  you,  for  you  i'ctm  bound 
'  to  extricate  me  from  the  perplexities 

*  in  whkh  your  counfel,  however  in- 

*  nocent  in   the  intention,  has  contri- 

*  buted  to  involve  me. 

*  You  told  me,  as  you  thought,  to  my 

*  comfort,  that  a  writer  might  cafily  find 

*  means  oif  intnxhicing  his  genius  to  the 

<  world,  for  thcfre/es  of  England  ivere 

*  open.     This  I  have  now  fatally  cxpc- 

*  rienced^  the  prefs  is,  indeed,  open. 

^■^FmcUis  dtfctnpis  Avcrni, 

No3m  atqtu  dia  patet  strijaMua  Dim. 

VlEO, 

The  gates  of  hell  are  open  night  and  day  ; 
Smoodi  the  defceot,  and  eafy  is  the  way. 

Drydbn. 

*  The  means  of  doing  hurt  to  our- 

*  fclvcs  arc  always  at  hand.     I  imme- 

*  diatlelvfent  to  a  printer,  and  contra£led 

*  with  nim  for  an  impreflion  of  feveral 

*  thouiaods  of  my  pamphlet.     Wliile  it 

*  was  at  the  prefs,  I  was  leldom  ahfent 

*  from  the  print ing-houfe ;  and  conti- 

*  nually  urged  the  workmen  to  hafte,  by 

*  folicitations,  promifes,   and  rewards. 

*  From  the  day  all  other  pleafures  were 

*  excluded,  by  the  delightful  employ - 

*  roent  of  correfting  the  (heets;   and 

*  from  the  night  deep  generally  was  ba- 

*  nifbed,  by  anticipations  of  the  happi- 
'  ntrfs  which  every  hour  was  bringing 

*  nrtrer. 

*  At  laft,  the  time  of  publication  ap- 
'  proached,  and  my  heart  beat  with  the 

*  raptures  of  an  author.  I  was  above 
'  all  little  precautions;  and,  in  defiance 

*  of  tnvy  or  of  criticifm,  let  my  name 
'  upon  the  title,  without  fufficiently  con- 
'  fidej  ing,  that  what  has  once  pafted  the 
'  pid'b  h  iiTevgcablt ;  and  that,  though 


*  the  printing-honfe  may  properly  be 

*  compared  to  the  infernal  regions  for  the 
«  facihty  of  it's  enti-ance,  and  the  ditfi- 

*  culty  with  which  autliors  retuin  from 
'  it  i  yet  there  is  this  difference,  that  a 

*  gieat  genius  can  never  return  to  his 

*  toimer  llate  bv  a  happy  draught  of  the 

*  waters  of  oblivion. 

<  I  am  now,  Mr.  Rambler,  known  to 

*  be  an  author;  and  oun  condemned,  ir« 

*  reverfibly  condemned,  to  all  the  mife- 

*  rics   of  hi^h   reputation.     The  firft 

*  moming  alter  publication  my  friends 

*  aflcmbled  about  mcj  I  prefented  each, 

*  as  is  ul'ual,  with  a  copy  of  my  book  i 

*  they  looked  into  the  firft  pages ;  but 

*  were  hindered,  by  their  admiration, 

*  from  reading  fartner.  The  firft  pages 

*  are,  indeed,  very  elaborate.      Some 

*  palTages  they  particularly  dwelt  upon, 

*  as  more  eminently  beautiful  than  the 
<  Mil  and  fome  delicate  ftrokes,  and 

*  lecret  elegancies,  I  pointed  out  to  them, 

*  which  had  efcaped  their  obiervatioi. 

*  I  then  begged  of  them  u>  forbear  their 

*  compliments;    and   invited  them,    I 

*  could  do  no  lefs,  to  dine  with  me  at  a 

*  tavern.    After  dinner,  the  book  was 

*  refumed;  but  their  prailcs  very  oftei^ 

*  fb   much  overpowered  jny  modefty, 

*  that  I  was  forced  to  put  about  the 

*  glafs,  and  had  often  no  means  of  re- 

*  prefling  the  clamours  of  their  admira- 

*  tion,  but  by  thundering  to  the  drawer 

*  for  another  bottle. 

*  Next  morning  another  let  of  my  ac- 

*  quaintance  congratulated  me  upon  my 

*  perfoimance  with  fuch  importunity  of 

*  praife,  that  I  was  again  forced  to  ob- 

*  viate  their  civilities  by  a  treat.  On  the. 

*  third  day,  I  had  yet  a  greater  numlxrr 

*  of  applauders  to  put  to  ijlence  in  the 

*  fame  manner;   and,  on   the  fourt)i, 

*  thofe  yvhom  I  had  entertained  the  firil 

*  day  came  again,  having,  in  the  perufal 

*  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  book, 

*  difcovercd  fo  many  forcible  ffuitences 

*  and  mafterly  touches,  that  it  was  im- 

*  pofHble  for  me  tolKar  the  repetition  of 

*  their  commend:itions :  I  therefore  per- 

*  fuaded  them  once  mpre  to  adioum  to 
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the  tavern,  and  chufe  fomc  other  fub- 
jeft,  on  which  I  might  fhare  in  the 
convcriation  i  but  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  withhold  their  attention  from 
my  performan<^e ;  which  had  Co  en- 
tirely taken  pofTeflion  of  their  minds, 
that  no  cnticatics  of  mine  couM  change 
their  topick  ^ -and  I  was  rMIgal  to 
fUfie»  ^th  claret,  that  praife  whidi 
neither  my  niodeliy  could  hinder,  nor 
my  uncaflneft  rcprcfs.  . 

*  The  whole  week  was  thn.,  fnert  -n 
a  kind  of  literary  revel ;  a!id  1  1  :ivc 
now  found  that  nothinj;  is  ibcvjKnhve 
as  great  abilities,  unlcis  there  U  joined 
wim  them  an  infafiable  cacreraL'fs  of 
praife  5  for,  to  efcnpe  from  Liic  ]mm  of 
hearing  myfelf  exalttJ  above  .tlie 
gi'eateft  names,  dc.ul  ami  living,  of  the 
learned  'world,  it  has  already  coft  me 
two  hogiheads  of  port,  fifteen  gallons 
of  arrackf  ten  doz^n  of  claret,  and  five 
and  forty  bottles  of  clKtmpagnc. 

*  I  was  refolved  to  Itay  at  home  no 
longer,  and  therefore  10 ie  early,  and 
went  to  the  coflfee-houic ;  but  foilnd 
that  1  had  now  made  myfelf  too  emi- 
nent for  hnppinefs,  and  that  I  was  no 
longer  to  enjoy  the  pkalure  of  mixir.g, 
upon  equal  terms,  with  the  reft  of  the 
world.  As  foon  as  I  enter  the  room,  . 
I  fee  part  of  the  company  ranging  with 
envy,  which  they  endeavour  to  con- 
ceal, fome^imcs  with  the  appearance  of 
laughter,  and  fomotimcs  with  that  of 
contempt ;  but  the  difguilc  is  fuch 
that  I  can  difcover  the  feciet  rancour 
of  their  hearts  j  and,  as  envy  is  de- 
fervedly  it's  own  puniftiment,  I  fre- 
quently indulge  myJelf  in  tonnenting 
tnem  with  my  prcfence. 

0  *  But,  though  there  may  be  fome  flight 
fatisfa^ion  received  from  the  mortifi- 
cation of  my  enemies,  yet  my  benevo- 
lence will  not  fufFcr  me  to  takeany  plea- 
fure  in  the  terrors  of  my  friends.  X 
have  been  cautious,  (ince  the  appearance 
of  my  work)  not  to  give  myfelf  more 
premeditated  airs  of  fuperiority  than 
the  mod  rigid  humility  might  allow;. 
It  is,  indeed,  not  impoffible  that  I  may 
fomctimes  have  laid  down  my  opinion 
in  a  manner  that  (hewed  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  my  ability  toma'mtain  it,  or  in- 
terrupted the  converfation,  when  I  faw 
It's  tendency,  without  fufFcring  the 
fpcaker  to  wafte  his  time  in  explaining 
his  fcntiments  ;  and,  indeed,  I  did  in- 
dulge myfelf  for  two  days  in  a  cultom 
of  druxwning  with  my  fingers,  when 


the  company  b^an  to  lofe  thcmfelvt* 
in  abfurdities,  or  to  encroach  upon  fu^^- 
jcfts  which  I  knew  them  unqaalifi«l 
to  difcufs.  But  I  generally  a^^ed  witH 
great  appearance  of  rcipc6l>  even  to 
ttiofe  whofe  fhipidity  I.  pitied  in  my 
heart.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  ex- 
emplary moderation,  fo  univerfal  is  the 
drea^  of  uncommon  powers,  and  fuch 
the  unwillingnefs  of  mankind  to  be* 
made  wiftr,  that  I  have  now  for  fome 
days  found  myfelf  fhunned  by  alf  my 
acquaintance.  If  I  knock  at  a^cft^  , 
nobody  is  at  home;  if  I  enter  a  coffee- 
houfc,  I  have  the  box  to  myfelf.  I 
live  in  the  town  like  a  lion  in  his  de« 
fert,  or  an  eagle  on  his  rock,  too  great 
for  fricndfhip  or  focicty,  and  corf- 
diinned  to  folitude  by  unhappy  eleva- 
tion and  dreatled  afcendency. 

*  Nor  is  my  character  only  formida* 
l!c  to  others,  but  burdenfome  to  my-* 
11  If.  I  naturally  love  to  talk  without 
much  thinking,  to  fcatter  ray  me»ri- 
ment  at  rantiom,  and  to  relax  my 
thoughts  with  ludicrous  I'emarks  and 
fanciful  images  j  but  fuch  is  now  th^ 
importance  of  my  opinion,  that  I  am 
atraid  to  offer  it,  leit,-  by  being  efta- 
bliflied  too  haffjly  into  a  maxim,  it 
fhould  be  tht?  occailon  of  error  to  half 
the  nation }  and  fuch  'a  the  e3tpe6tatioi» 

'with  which  I  am  attended  when  I  am 
going  tofpvak,  that  I  frequently  paul^ 
to  rcfleft  whether  what  I  am  about  ttt 
utter  is  worthy  of  myfelf. 

*  This»  Sir,  is  fufficiently  miferaWe ; 
but  there  are  ftill  greater  calamities  be- 
hind. You  muift  have  read  in  Pope 
and  Swift  how  men  of  parts  Jvave  had 
their  clofets  rifled,  and  tlieir  cabinets 
broke  open,  at  the  inftigation  of  pira- 
tical bookftllers,  for  the  profit  of  their 
works  J  and  it  is  apparent,  that  there 
are  many  prints  now  fold  in  the  fliops 
of  men  vvhom  you  cannot  fufpefl  of 
fitting  for  that  purpofe,  and  whofe 
likeneffes  muft  nave  been  certainly 
flolen  when  their  names  made  their 
faces  Vendible.  Thefc  confiderations 
at  firft  put  me  on  my  giiard^l  "and  I 
have,  indeed,  found  funicient  reafon 
for  my  caution,  for  I  have  difcovered 
many  people  examining  my  counte- 
nance witn  a  curiofity  that  (hewed 
their  intention  to  draw  it  5  I  immedi- 
ately left  the  houfe,  but  find  the  fame 
behaviour  in  another. 

*  Others  maybe  perfecuted,  but  I  am 
haunted)  I  have  good  realbn  to  be- 
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<  HewthatekrenpiintarsaiieBowdog- 

*  gi|ig  me,  for  they  know  that  he  who 
^  can  get  my  lace  nrft  will  siiake  his  for- 
'  tune.     I  often  change  my  wis,  and 

*  wear  my  hat  over  my  eyet,  by  \dbich  I 

*  hopp  ibmewhat  to  confouadthem  s  m 

*  you  know  it  is  not  fair  to  feUmy  face 

*  without  admitting  me  to  ftare  the 

<  pfofit. 

*  I  am*  howerer,  not  fbmuch  in  pain 

<  fir  my  Bice  a»  for  my  papd^;  which  I 
'  dare  neither  carry  with  me  nor  leave 
■  behind.  I  havc^  indeed,  taken  Ibme 
'  meffiirts  for  theirpcefenration,  having 

*  put  theip  in  an  iron  cheft,  and  fhced  a 
'^padlock  upon  my  cfeiet.    I  change  my 

*  Udgingii  bvetimcf  aw6ek»  and  always 
'  mnoveat  the  dead  of  night. 

<  Thus  I  iiv^,  in  confequcnce  of  hav- 

<  ing  given  too  'great  proofs  of  a  predo- 


minant genins>  ih  the  fblitud^  of  a 
hermit,  with  the  anxiety  of  a  mifrr, 
and  the  caution  of  an  outlaw  t  afraid 
to  fhew  ray  face,  left  it  fhould.be  co- 
pied ;  afraid  to  fpeak*  left  I  ^fhould 
mjnre  my  charaReri  and  to  write,  left 
my  corft^ondents  (hoUld  publi/h  my 
letters;  always  uneaiy  left  my  icr- 
vants  (hould  fteal  my  papers  tor  the 
fkke  of  money,  or  my  friends  for  that 
of  the  publickr  This  it  is  to  foar 
above  tne  reft  of  matnkind ;  and  this 
reprefentation  I  lay  before  yod,  that  I 
may  be  informed  now  to  divell  mvfclf 
of  the  laurels  which  are  io  cumberfosne 
to  the  wearer,  and  defcend  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  that  auiet  from  which  I 
^  find  a  writer  of  the  firft  dais  io  ta> 
'  tally  debtfred. 

*  MlSP.LLU5.^ 


N«XVII.  TUESDAY,  MAY  15,  1759. 


——ME  KOK  OaACVtACiaTUM,. 
SBO  MOai  esaTA  FACIT* 

HT  TMOSX  WIAK  MINPS  WHO  HVE  IN  DOVBT  AVD  FIA*, 

TO  jucatXMG  raiEsts  roa  oRActEs  repair  5 

OKS  CEETAIN  IIOUR    OF  pEATil  T6  EACH  DECREED, 

Ur  FXX*0,  MY  CSaTAIN  SOVL,   9'EOM  PtnTST    HAS  EREED« 


IT  is  recorded  of  ibme  eaftem  jna- 
narch,  that  he  kept  an  officer  in  his 
bonfe,  whoTe  employment  it  was  to  re- 
mind him  of  his  mortality,  by  calling 
<wt  every  mbming,  at  a  ftattd  hour-— 
«  Remember,  prince,  thflt  thott  (halt  die  !* 
And  the  centem^ion  of  the  frailneft 
«iid  uncertainty  of  our  prefent  ftate  ap- 
peared of  lb  much  importance  to  Solon 
of  Athens^  ^t  he  left  this  precept  to  fu- 
ture ages-*'  Keep  thine  eye  fixed  upon 
•  the  end  of  life.'  -     - 

A  frequent  and  attentive  profpe^l  of 
that  moment. which  nniftpot  a  period 
to  ilS  our  fchemes,  and  de|tfive  us  of  all 
eur  acquiiitions.  Is  indeed  of  the  utmoft 
*  cf&cacy  to  the  juft  and  rational  regulation 
of  cor  livif )  nor  would  ever  any  thing 
mcked,  cr  ofbm  any  thing  abfuid,  be 
tudertakcn  or  profecuted  by  him  who 
llioald  begin  every  day  with  a  ferious  re- 
flcftiontttthe  is  bora  to  CUe. 

The  difhifbers  of  our  haf^inefs,  in 
Ais  world*  me  our  defireSj  our  griefs, 
^Knd  our  fears;  tad  to  all  theie  the  con* 
^dention  of  mortality  is  a  certain  and 
weqoateremedy,    «  Think,'  fevs  E- 


Rowe;   ' 

piAetus,  *  frequently  on  poverty,  hi- 

*  nifhment,  and  death,  and  thou  wilt 

*  ^cn  never  indulge  violent  dcfircs,  or 
«  give  up  thy  heart  to  mean  fentimcnts, 

*  iw*^/*un4CT*wc/ 

That  the  moximof  Ept^etus  is  found- 
ed on  juft  oblcivation,  will  ealily  b? 
]Franted^  when  we  rettcft,  how  that  v, . 
hemence  of  eagernell<t  after- the  comir.oi 
objefls  of  burfuit  is  kindled  in  our  minds. 
We  reprejfent  to  oiirfdves  the  pleal^ifv*s 
of  Come  future  potfcfTion,  and  fufftr  our 
thoughts  to  dwell  attentively  upon  it,  t  ill 
it  has  wholly  engroiTevl  the  iniaginition, 
and  permits  us  not  to  conceive  ajiy  hap- 
pinefs  but  it*$  attainment,  or  any  miff  ly 
but  it's  lofs}  every  other  fat i'sfil^  ion 
which  the  bounty  of  Providence  has  Icot- 
tcred  over  life  is  negle^led  as  inconijdcr- 
able,  in  companion  of  the  «:rf at  oKj.'ft 
which  we  have  placed  before  us.  aiK<  is.. 
thrown  from  us  as  incumbering  our  ac-  ,'^ 
"tivitj-,  or  trampled  under  foo:  ass  ftjnd-  • 
ing  m  our  way. 

Eveiy  man  ha?  experienced  how  much 
of  this  ardour  h&s  been  r«:mitwul^  wlitn 
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m  fhaq>  or  tedious  ficknefs  hat  ice  dcttii 
before  hi*  cye«.  The  extenTive  influence 
of  ^reatneis,  the  ^ttcr  of  wealth,  the 
praifes  of  admirers  atid  the  attendance 
of  fupplicant8»  have  a|)pcared  vain  and 
empty  things  when  the  iali  hour  feemcd 
to  be  approachin?)  and  the  iame  appear* 
ance  they  would  always  have,  if  the 
iarae  thought  was  always  predominant. 
We  ihould  then  find  the  abfmxiity  of 
ftretch'tfig  out  our  arms  inceflantly  to 
graip  tnat  which  we  cannot  keep,  and 
wearing  out  our  lives  in  endeavours  to 
add  new  tiirrett  to  the  fabrick  of  ambi- 
tion, when  the  foimdation  itfelf  is  (hak- 
ing,  and  the  ground  on  which  it  ftands 
is  mouldering  away. 

All  envy  is  proportionate  t<\  delire  $ 
Mre  are  uneafy  at  the  attainments  of  an- 
other, according  as  we  think  our  own 
hippinefs  woukl  be  advanced  by  the  ad- 
ditidn  of  that  which  he  withholds  from 
us;  and  therefore  whatever  dcpreiit  s  im- 
ni9derate  wifhes,  win,  at  the  lame  time, 
fet  the  heart  free  from  the  corrolion  of 
envy,  and  exempt -us  from  that  vice 
which  14,  above  moft  others,  toiTnek^tin? 
to  ourfelvcs,  hatefol  to  the  world,  and 
productive  of  mean  artifices  and  for- 
did projeAs.  He  that  coniidei-s  how 
foon  he  muft  clbie  his  life,  will  find  no- 
thing of  (6  much  importance  as  to  dole 
it  well;  and  will  thenrtoft  look  with  in- 
difference upon  whatever  is  uielefs  to 
that  purpofe.  Whoever  reflc6lsfreq\ieiit- 
ly  upmi  the  uncertainty  of  his  own  du- 
ration, will  find  out  that  the  ftate  of 
others  i^  not  more  permanent  f  and  that 
what  can  confer  nothing  on  hunielf  very 
deiirable,  cannot  fo  m\ich  improve  the 
condition  of  a  rival  as  to  nuke  him 
much  Atperior  to  thott  horn  wlvom  he 
has  carried  the  prize/  a  prize  too  mean 
to  deierve  a  very  obfnnate  oppofifion.- 

Even  grief,  that  paflion  to  which  the 
virtuous  and  tender  mind  b  particularly 
fubje^,  will  be  obviated  or  alleviated 
by  the  fame  thoughts.  It  will  be  ob- 
viated, tf  all  the  blefTingS  of  our  condi- 
tion arc  enjoyed  with  a  conftant  ferife  of 
this  imrertain  tenure.  If  we  remember, 
that  whatever  we  )>oird*s  is  to  be  in  our 
hands  but  a  very  little  time,  and  that  the 
little  which  our  moli  lively  hope^  can 
promife  us  may  be  made  lefs  by  ten 
thoufand  accidents,  we  (liall  not  much 
repine  at  a  lofs  of  which  we  Cimnot  ctti- 
naf  e  the  vnluc,  but  of  which,  though  we 
r re  not  able  ro  tell  the  lead  amount,  we 
know,    with  l'uth<:ient    certamty,    the 


greatf ft,  and  are  convinced  thflt   th^ 
greateft  is  not  much  to  be  iegfetted< 

But  if  any  palHcn  has  fo  much  ufurp* 
ed  our  underlianding,  as  not  to  funer 
us  to  enjoy  advantages  with  the  modera- 
tion prcicribtd  by  realbn,  'it  is  not  tr.o 
late  to  *ppl/  this  remedy  when  we  iind 
oi^clves  linking  under  (bxrow,  and  in* 
clined  to  pine  for  that  vtiiich  is  irrecove- 
rably vamihed*  Wc  may  then  uiefolly 
rerolve  the  uncertainty  ot  ottr  own  coff- 
dition,  and  the  folly  of  lamenting  that 
from  which,  if  it  had  ftayed  a  little 
longer,  we  fliould  oiiritlvcs  have  been 
taken  away. 

With  regai'd  to  the  iharpeft  and  moft 
melting  forrow,  that  which  ariles  from 
the  iois  of  thofe  whom  we  have  loved 
with  tendemefs,  it  may  be  obfenred, 
that  friendship  between  mortals  can  be 
contract  on  no  other  terms  than  that 
one  mult  fome  time  moutn  for  the  other*s 
death  &  and  this  grief  will  always  yield 
to  the  furvivor  one  conlblation  propor- 
tionate to  his  atfti^ion ;  for  the  pain, 
whatever  it  be,  that  he  himlelf  ^k,  his 
friend  has  elcaped. 

Nor  is  fear,  the  moft  overbearing  ajid 
refilllds  of  all  our  padions,  lefs  to  be 
temperated  by  this  univerfal  medicine  of 
the  mind.  The  frequest  conttnipU- 
tion  of  death,  a&  it  ftiows  the  varity  of 
all  human  good,  diicovcrs  likewife  the 
lightnefs  of  nil  terre^al  evil,  which  cct- 
taitily  can  lalt  no  longer  than  the  fubje^ 
upon  which  it  a61s^  and,  according  to  the 
old  oblervation,  muft  be  (horter,  as  it  is 
more  violent.  The  ipoft  cruel  calamity 
which  misfortune  can  produce,  mu(h 
by  the  neceflity  of  nature,  be  quicklv  nt 
an  end.  The  foul  cannot  long  be  held  \ 
in  prifon,  but  will  fly  away,  and  leave  a  ] 
lifelefs  body  to  human  malice*  ./ 

■         Kiiitquefin  ladihit  tnmcu 

And,  foarmgi  mocks  the  broken  frane  below. 

The  utnioft  that  we  can  threaten  to 
one  anotho*  is  that  death  which,  in- 
deed, we  may  precipitate,  but  cannot 
retard)  and  from  which,  therefore^  it 
cannot  become  a  wife  man  to  biir  a 
reprieve  at  the  expcncc  of  virtue^  UiKe 
he  knows  not  how  (mall  a  portion  of  >^ 
time  he  can  pui-cha(e,  but  knows  that^,^ 
whether  (hort  or  long,  it  will  be  made 
lei's  valuable  bv  the  remembrance  of  the 
price  at  which  it  has  been  obtained. 
lie  is  iiire  that  he  dteilrays  hii  bappind's. 
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Inttit  not  Aire  dot  he  lengthens  his 
life. 

The  kaown  ftortneft  of  Kfe,  as  it 
ought  to  modsnte  our  pafEons,  m^ 
Iikewi(e>  with  emial  propnety*  contra^ 
our  defigns.  Tnere  is  not  time  for  the 
inoft  ffirible  geat«s,  and  moft  a£Uve  in- 
i^i&Tf,  to  extend  it's  effe^  beyond  a 
oertam  fphere.  To  proje^  the  conqueft 
sf  the  wor}d»  is  the  madnefs  of  mighty 
princes;  to  hope  for  excellence  in  every 
icience,  has  been  the  foIUr,  of  literary 
keroes :  and  both  liave  fovnd,  at  laft, 
that  they  have  painted  for  a  heighth  of 
eminence  denied  to  humanity,  aiM  have 
loft  many  opportunities  of  makmg  them- 
idret  uiefji  and  happy,  by  a  vain  am- 
bitloa  of  obtainiiu;  a  fpecies  of  honour, 
which  the  etemu  hws  of  Providence 
have  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  man. 

The  mifcarnages  of  the  great  defigns 
of  princes  are  recorded  in  the  hiftories  of 
the  world,  but  are  of  little  ufe  to  the 
balk  of  mankind,  who  (eeifi  very  little 
imerefted  in  admonitions  againft  errors 
which  they  cannot  commit.  But  the 
iote  of  learned  amhhion  is  a  proper  fub- 
'pSt  fbreverv  fchokr  to  confiaer;  for  who 
]ms  not  had  occafion  to  regret  the  difli- 


pation  of  great  abilities  in  s  botmdlefs 
multiplicity  of  purfuits»  to  lament  the 
(bdden  ddertion  of  excellent  deftgns, 
upon  the  oi&r  of  Ibrae  other  iubje^b 
made  inviting  by  it*s  novekv,  and  to  ob-j 
ferve  the  inaccuracy  and  deficiencies  o 
works  left  unfinilhed  by  too  great  anex- 
teniionof  theplanf 

It  is  always  pleafing  to  obferve,  how 
much  more  our  minds  can  conceive  than 
our  bodies  can  perform;  yet  it  is  our 
duty,  while  we  continue  in  this  com- 
plicated itate,  to  rc^^ukte  one  part  of 
our  compofition  by  fome  rmrd  to  the 
other.  We  are  not  to  indmge  our  cor- 
poreal appetites  with  pleafures  that  im- 
pair our  intellc6hial  vigour,  nor  gratify 
otir  minds  with  fchemes  which  we  know 
our  lives  muft  fail  in  attemptii^  to  exe- 
cute. The  uncertainty  of  our  duration 
ought  at  once  to  ttt  bounds  to  our  de* 
iigns,  and  add  incitements  to  our  in- 
duftiy;  and  when  we  find  ourfelvcs  in- 
clined either  to  immendtyinourfchtfrnes, 
or  duggifhnefs  in  our  endeavours,  we 
may  either  cbetk  or  animate  our- 
felves  by  recolleding  with  the  father 
of  phyfAck'^^bat  art  is  longy  and  lift  it 
Jhort.  ,  .      -  '  • 


N^XVin.    SATURDAY,  MAY  19,  1750, 

ILLIC  MATKX  CAKtNTIBVSy 
yaiVIGNIt  MULJSRX   TSMFKftAT    INNOCXNe^ 
VEC  OOTATA  KSGIT  VIXUM 
PONJVX,    NEC  NITfDO  riDIT  A»tJI.TERO: 

DOS   EST  MAGNA  PAEXNTUM 
yiETUI,    XT   METVENS   A^TXEIUS  TOXI 
CXETO  roXDXEE  CA«TITAI. 

HOR. 

1COT  THXRX  THB  CVILTLEtC    STX^-PAMX  XN0K9 
TMX   BALXrVL  DRAUGHT  POE  ORPHANS    TO    COMPOSE; 

NO  WIPE  HlGM-POETION*D  RULES  HER  SPOUSE,      * 
OX  TRUSTS  HER    XS8XNC*D    LOVER^S  PAIT^LESS  vo'wi  & 

THE   LOVXRS   THERE  FOR  pOWRT  CLAIM 
THX   father's  virtue,  and  the  spotless  PAMF| 

which  parks  not  brkak  tux  noptlat  tie, 

Francis. 


THERE  is  no  obfervation  more 
frequently  made  by  fuch  as  employ 
themfelves  in  /urycyiog  the  eondun  of 
BKmkind,  than  diat  Marriage,  though 
the  dilate  of  nature,  and  the  iniitution 
of  providence,  is  yet  very  often  the  caufe 
of  mifery;  and  that  thofe  who  enter  into 
that  ^:^t  can  feldom  forbear  to  exprel's 
the'u-  repentance,  and  their  envy  of  thole 
whom  ather  chance  or  caution  ha|h  witb- 
Md  from  it. 


This  general  unhappinefs  has  given 
occafion  to  many  fage  maxioif  among 
the  ferious,  and  fmart  remarks  among 
the  gay;  the  moraliU  atid  the  writer  of 
epigrams  have  eqiuUy  ftiewn  their  abi,  * 
lities  upon  it;  fome  have  lamented,  and 
fbmc  have  ridiculed  it:  but  as  the  fa- 
culty of  writing  has  been  chiefly  a  mai- 
culine  endowment,  the  reproach  of  mak- 
ing the  world  mii^^le  lias  bfehal\vav% 
duown  upon  the  women;  and  Cttc  irnv|[ 


Fa     . 
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and  Hie  inerrf  have  equally  tlioiiffht 
tfaemfelres  at  liberty  to  conclude  eitter 
with  declamatory  complaints,  or  fatirical 
cenAires,  of  female  toUy  or  fickkoefs, 
ambition  or  cruelty,  extravaganceor  luft. 

Led  by  fuch  nurabem  of  examples,  and 
Incited  by  mv  ftiare  in  the  common  in- 
tcrcft,  I  fo;netime«  venture  to  conTider 
thi*  univaial  grievance,  having  endea- 
voured to  divS  ray  heart  of  all  partia- 
lity, and  phce  myfelf  as  a  kind  of  neu- 
tral being  l>ctween  the  fcxes,  >«^hofc  cla- 
mours being  equally  vented  on  both 
iides  with  all  the  vehemence  of  diftref«, 
all  the  apparent  confidence  of  juflice, 
and  all  the  indignation  of  injured  vir- 
tue, fccm  entitled  to  equal  regard.  The 
men  hive,  indeed,  by  their  fuperiority 
of  writing,  been  able  to  c<^le£t  the  evi- 
dence of  nrmy  ages,  and  raife  pre/udlcet 
m  their  fivour  by  the  venerable  teftimo- 
ntes  of phikiibpliers,  hiftorians,  and  poetsj 
bfit  the  pleas  of  the  ladies  ap^  to  paT- 
iiotis  of  more  forcible  operatm  tknn  the 
rcver^nc«e  of  antiquity.  If  they  have 
not  fo  great  names  on  tbeir  Ade,  they 
hive  ftronger  ti^un^ents :  it  is  to  littje 
puipuie  that  Socrates  jot  FUiripides  are 
productxl  againft  the  fighs  of  foftneft, 
and  the  tca'^  of  beiuty.  The  moil 
frigid  and  inexorable  judge  would,  at 
Icatt,  ftand  fufpeiided  between  equal 
powers;  as  Lucan  was  perplexed  in  the 
detemiination  of  the  c  lufe  wher^r  the  dei- 
ties were  on  the  one  iide  and  Cato  on  the 
other. 

"But  I,  who  have  long  ftudied  the  fe- 
vcreft  and  moft  abftrafted  philofophv, 
liave  now,  in  the  cool  maturity  of  life, 
arrived  at  fuch  command  over  ray  paf- 
fions,  that  I  can  hear  the  vociferations 
o^*  c'tScr  fox  without  catching  any  of 

re  fire  from  rhofc  that  utter  them.  "For 
have  found,  by  long  experience,  that 
a  man  will  fotnctimcs  rage  at  his  wife, 
when  in  reality  his  mifh-efs  has  offended 
him  ;  and  a  lidy  complain  of  the  cruelty 
of  her  h"fbmd,  when  (he  Ynn  no  other 
en?ir.r  th;m  bad  caiHs.  I  do  not  (uffer 
myllif  fo  l>e  any  longer  impofed  upon 
hr  oaths  on  one  fide,  or  fits  on  the 
orlief;  nor  when  the  htifhind  hallens 
to  the.  tavern,  and  th?  hdy  retires  to  her 
clofr^,  am  I  always  confident  that  they 
nie  driven  by  their  miferiesj  fmcc  I  have 
fomcrimcR  rcaibn  fo  believe  that  they 
purpofe  not  fo  much  to  fixjthe  their  for- 
rows  as  to  arnmn'e  their  fwry.  But 
how  lift  If  ncdit  ioever  may  be  given  to 
particuIS^  accufations,  the  general  ac^ 


cumnktionof  tlie  tkiar^  ibewti  nidi 
too  much  evidence,  that  married^efTon* 
are  not  venr  often  advanced  in  felicity^ 
and,  therefore,  it  may  be  proper  to  ex-^ 
amine  at  what  avenues  to  many  evils 
have  made  their  way  into  the  woiid. 
With  this  purpoiii  I  have  reviewed  the 
lives  of  my  frioKis,  who  have  been  leaft 
fuccefsful  in  connubial  contra^s,  and 
attentively  confidered  by  wl»t  motives 
they  were  incited  to  many,  and  by  what 
principles  they  r^ulated  their  cboice. 

One  of  the  firft  of  my  acquaintances 
that  refolved  toqnlt  theunfettkd  thought-' 
leis  condition  of  a  bateh^,  was  fttt* 
dentins,  a  man  of  flow  parts,  but  not 
without  kno^edge  or  judgment  tn 
things  which  he  had  leifore  to  confidcr 
gradually  before  he  determined  tbem. 
Whenever  we  met  at  a  tavern,  it  wa* 
his  province  to  fettle  the  fcheme  of  our 
entertainment,  contra^  with  the  cook, 
and  inform  ut  When  we  had  called  for 
wine  to  the  fum  originally  propoied. 
This  grave  coniiderer  found,  by  deep 
meditation,  that  a  man  was  no  \okr  by 
marrying  early,  even  tfaoi^  be  con- 
tented hmt&ll  with  a  lefii  fortune;  for 
eilintating  the  exaf^  worth  of  annuities^ 
he  found  that,  confidering  the  confbuH 
diminution  of  the  value  of  life,.with  tl^ 
prdbable  fall  of  the  imereft  of  money. 
It  was  not  worfe  to  have  ten  dioufimd 
pounds  at  the  age  of  two  and  twenty 
years,  than  a  much  larger  fortune  at 
thirty :  *  For  many  oppoitunities,*  faya 
he,  *  occur  of  improving  money,  wbidi 
<  if  a  man  mifles,  he  may  not  after* 
«  wards  lecover.* 

Full  of  thefe  reflexions,  he  threw  his 
eyjs  about  him,  not  in  fearch  of  beauty 
or  elegance,  dignity  or  undcrftandingj-, 
but  of  a  woman  with  ten  thou£uMl 
pounds.  Such  a  woman,  in  a  wealthy 
part  of  the  kingdom,  it  was  not  very 
difHcuIt  to  find;  and  by  arlfid  manage- 
ment with  her  father,  whofe  ambition' 
was  to  make  his  daughter  a  gentlewo- 
man, my  friend  got  her,  as  he  boaftcd 
to  us  in  confidence  two  days  after  hia 
marriage,  for  a  fettlement  of  feventy  - 
three  pounds  a  year  lefs  than  her  for- 
tune might  ha\'e  claimed,  and  lefs  than 
he  would  himfelf  have  given,  if  the  fool* 
had  been  but  wife  enough  to  delay  the 
bargain. 

Tims,  at.  once  delighted  with  the  fu- 
periority oC  his  parts,  and  the  augmen- 
tation of  his  fortune,  he  carried  Puria  to 
his  own  houfe,  in  which  henferer  after- 
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ivinis  eujoyed  one  boor  of  happinefs. 
tot  Puria  vvas  a  wretch  of  m^an  Intel- 
k6b,  Tioieiit  padions,  a  itrong  voice, 
and  low  cducatioiiy  without  any  fenfe 
of  happinefs  but  that  which  conofted  ia 
^ing  and  counting  iMoney.  Furia  wa$ 
a  fcoW.  Thc]^  agreed  in  the  defire  of 
^itcalth,  bat  widi  this  .difference,  that 
frudentius  was  for  growing  rich  by 
pin,  Furia  by  parllmony*  Pnidenttus 
would  venture  his  money  with  chances 
rtry  much  in  his  favotu* :  but  Furia 
very  wifely  obferving  that  what  they  had 
was,  whuc  they  £k1  it,  tbeir  <ywft\ 
thought  an  tramck  too  greiR  a  hazard; 
and  was  for  putting  it  out  at  low  in- 
tcreft,  upoi^  good  fecurity.  Prudentius 
vnttnta,  however,  to  infure  a  ihip,  at 
a  very  unreasonable  price ;  but  happen- 
ing to  lofe  his  money,  was  So  tormented 
with  the  clamours  ^  his  wife,  that  he 
never  durft  try  a  fccond  experiment. 
He  has  now  grovelled  fewn  and  forty 
years  under  Furia's  direftion,  who  never 
on£e  mentioned  him,  fince  his  bad  luck, 
by  any  od\er  name  than  that  of  the  in^ 
frrer. 

The  next  that  married  fixnn  our  fo- 
^  ciety  was  Plorenttus.  He  happened  to 
kc  2Sephyretta  in  a  chariot  at  a  horfe- 
Fice,  danced  with  her  at  night,  was  con^ 
fimed  in  his  firft  ardour,  watted  on  her 
next  momingy  and  dedanad  lumfelf  her 
lover.  Fbretitiut  had  not  knowledge 
enough  of  the  world  to  diftingoiih  be- 
tween the  flutter  of  coquetry  and  the 
%i?htlinei«  of  wit,  or  b^een  the  fmile 
ofaUurement  and  that  of  chearfulnefs. 
He  was  ibon  waked  fnm  his  rapture  by 
oonviStton,  that  his  pleaTure  was  but  the 
pleafute  of  a  day.  ^epbyretu  had  in 
iour.an4  twenty  hours  ipent  her  ftock  of 
repartee,  gone  round  me  circle  of  her 
<irs,  and  had  nothing  remaining  for  him 
but  chtidifh  infipidity,  or  for  ho^ielf  but 
the  praftice  of  4c  i^e  artifices  upon 
new  rodti*  # 

Melifiiis  was  a  man  of  parts,  capable 
of  enloying  and  of  improving  life.  He 
had  pafiecTthrough  ^  various  fcenes  of 
gaiety  with  fhat  indifference  and  poflei- 
fion  of  himielf,  natural  to  men  who 
have  fomething  higher  «fkd  noUer  in 
their  prolped.  Retiring  to  fpend  the 
fiimmer  in  a  village  Uttle  fivquented,  he 
h^oened  to  lodge  u^  the  fiime  houie 
with  lanthe,  and  was  ^mavoidably  drawn 
to  Ibtne  .acquaintance,  which  her  wit 
and  politenefs  foon  invked  him  to  im- 
Move*    Having  no  opportunity  of  any 


other  company,  they  were  alurayi  to# 
gether;  and,  as  they  owed  their  plea* 
iure  to  each  other,  they  be?an  to  fomt 
that  any  pteafure  was  enjoyed  before 
^eir  meeting.  Meliflus,  h-om  beii^ 
delighted  with  her  company,  quickly 
be^n  to  be  uneafy  in  her  abi'ence^  ana 
being  fufficicntly  convinced  of  the  force 
of  her  underilanding,  and  finding,  as 
he  imagined,  fuch  a  conformity  -of  tern* 
per  as  declared  them  formed  for  eac^ 
other,  addrcOTed  her  as  a  lover)  after  no 
very  long  courtfhip  obtained  her  for  his 
wife,  and  brought  her  next  winter  to 
town  in  triumph. 

Now  began  their  infelicity.  Mclifliis 
had  only  feen  her  in  one  fcene,  where 
there  was  no  variety  of  objcfls  to  pro- 
duce the  proper  excitements  to  contrary 
dedres.  They  had  both  loved  ibiitude 
and  rcfleftion,  where  there  wai  nothing 
but  folitude  and  refle6lion  to  be  loved; 
but  when  they  came  into  publick  life, 
lanthe  difcoveitd  thoie  patttens  whidh 
accident  rather  than  hypocrify  had  lii- 
thcrto  concealed.  She  was,  indeed,  not 
without  the  powor  of  thinkings  but  was 
wholly  without  the  exertion  of  that  • 
power  when  either  gaiety  or  fplendour 
played  on  her  imagmatton.  She  was 
expienfive  in  her  diverfionk,  vehement  in 
her  paffions,  insatiate  of  pleafure,  how- 
ever dai^erous  to  her  renutation,  an4. 
eager  of  apptaufe,  bv  whomfoever  it 
mi^t  be  given.  This  vn9  the  vrife 
which  Meliiltis  the  phtlofopher  Iband  fm 
bis  retirement,  and  from  whom  he  ex- 
ps^Ved  an  alTociate  in  his  ftudics,  and 
an  afitftant  to  his  virtues. 

Profapi^,  upon  the  death  of  his 
youiiger  brother,  that  the  family  mighl; 
not  beextin£^,  married  his  houie-keeper;^ 
and  has  ever  iince  been  complaining  ta 
his  firiends  that  mean  notions  are  inftuled 
into  his  children,  that  he  is  aihamed  to 
dt  at  his  own  table,,  and  that  his  hmiie 
is  uncafj  to  him  for  want  of  foitable 
compamons. 

Avaro,  mailer  of  a  very  large  eftate, 
took  a  woman  of  bad  reputation,  rc*% 
commended  to  him  by  a  rich  unde,  who 
made  that  marriage  the  condition  on 
which  he  fbould  be  tus  heir*  Avaro  now 
wonders  to  perceive  his  own  fortune^ 
his  wi(e*s  ana  his  tmcle's,  infuflicient  to 
give  him  that  happinefs  which  is  to  be 
founds  only  with  a  woman  of  virtue. 

I  intend  to  treat  in  more  papers  on 
this  important  article  of  life;  and  ihaU 
^tecefore  make  no  (efle6Uoa  upon  thefe 
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biftflricf,  except  that  all  whbm  I  have 
mrntioned  faikd  to  obtain  happinels, 
ioF  want  of  confidering  that  niarna«c  is 
the  ftri^cft  tic  of  perj>etiial  friendmip; 
$iat  there  can  be  no  U  iendOiip  without 
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confidence,  and  no  confidence  witlymt 
integrity;  and  that  he  muft  expert  to  be 
wretched  who  pays  to  beauty,  riches, 
or  politencfs,  that  regard  which  only 
virtue  and  piety  can  claim. 


N*  XIX.  TUESDAY,  MAY  za,  1750. 

TtM    TI  CAWSIDICWM,  DUM  Tt  MODO  HHETORA  PINGIS> 

IT   VOV   DKCltNIS,  TAtJKE,    ffVlD  IS«K   VELI8, 
rZX.ZOS   ET  rjlIAMI   TRANSIT,  VEL   NE»T^RIt    VETAS, 

IT  SEKVM   rUEKAT    JAM    TIBI   PEIlNEtE..  ■    , 

EJA,    ACE,  EUMPE  MORAS,  %VO    TE    SFECTABIMt'S   V$<iyX  ? 

dum  <^uid  sis  dvbitas,  jam  rotes  ess*  nihil. 

Mait* 

TO  tHlTOtlC  ^•0\V,  AND  NOW  TO  tAW  IKCtlw'o, 

UNCERTAIN  WHERE  TO  fix  THY  CHANGINO  MINPf 

©ED  PRIAM'S   ACE  OR   NESTOR*!  MAY   BE  OUT, 

AND    THOU,  O    TAURUSi    STILL    CO  ON   IN   DOUBT. 

COMB  THEN,  HOW  LONG   SUCH  WAV'rINO  SHALL  WE  SEE? 

TMOU  MAV'ST   DOVBT  OK}  THOV   NOW  CAN'Sf  NOTHING  BE. 

'  F.  L*wu. 


IT  is  nerer  without  very  melancholy 
refleaionfi;that  we  can  obfenre  the 
ifiifc^nduA,  or  mifcaiTiage,  of  thofe 
incn,  who  feem  by  the  force  of  under- 
(landing,  or  extent  of  knowWge,  ex- 
empted from  the  general  fi-ailties  of  hu- 
man  nature,  and  priyile^  fix)ni  the 
^rnnwrn  infelicities  of  hfe.  Though 
the  world  i$  crooded  with  fcenes  of  ca- 
lamity, we  look  upon  the  general  mafs 
of  wiwchcdnef^  with  very  Tittle  regard, 
and  fix  our  eyes  upon  the  ftatc  of  par- 
tictdar  pepfi>ns,  whom  the  eminence  of 
their  qttalitits  marks  out  fixim  the  mul- 
f  itudc^  as,  in  reading  an  i^ccoupt  of  a 
battle,  we  feldom  rcflea  on  the  vulgar 
haps  of  flaughtei-,  but  follow  the  hero, 
wirh  our  whole  attention,  through  all 
tlie  varieties  of  his  fortune,  without  a 
thought  of  the  thoulimds  that  are  foi- 
ling round  him. 

With  the  lame  kind  of  anxious  venc- 
ration,  I  have  for  many  years  been  roak- 
ing  oWervations  on  the  life  of  Poly- 
i>hilus,  a  man  whom  all  his  acquaint- 
ances have,  from  his  firft  appearance  in 
the  world,  feared  for  the  quicknefs  of 
his  diiccmmenf,  and  admired  for  the 
multipricitvofhisatt^inmentsjbutwhofe 
progrefs  iii  lite,  and  ufcf\ilr>e&  to  man- 
kind, haw  been  hindered  by  the  fuper- 
fluity  of  his  knowledge,  and  the  celerity 
of  his  mind. 

Folyphilus  was  remarkable,  at  the 
fchooUfor  lurpaiiing  aH  his  companions, 
without  any  vifible  applicationf  and  at 
the  univcrfit^  was  dlltirguiihed  cquaiiy 


for  his  fucceTsfnl  progrefs  as  wellthroueU 
the  thorny  mazes  of  fcience,  as  th« 
Aowery  path  of  politer  literature,  wirh- 
out  any  ftrift  confinement  to  hours  of. 
ftudy,  or  remarkable  forbearance  of  the 
common  amuiements  of  young  noen. 

When  Polyphilus  was-  at  the  age  ia 
which  men  ufuallychufe  their  profeflion, 
and  prepareto  enterintoapublick  charac- 
ter, evary  academical  eye  was  fixed  upon 
him$  all  were,  curious  to  enquire  what 
this  univerial  genius  would  fix  upon  for 
the  employment  of  his  life;  and  no 
doubt  waamade  but  that  he  ^M>uld  leave 
all  his  contemporaries  behind  him,  and 
mount  to  the  higheft  honours  of  that 
clafs  in  which  he  (hould  inlifl:  himfelft  ' 
without  thole  delays  and  pauics  which 
mufk  be  endured  by  meaner  abilities. 

Polyphilus ,  thoueh  by  no  means  In- 
iblent  or  pluming,  had  been  fiifficiently 
encouiaged,  by  uninterrupted  iuccefs* 
to  place  great  confidence  in   hit  own 
parts ;  ana  was  not  helow  his  compa- 
nions in  the  indulgence  of  his  hopes, 
and  expectations  of  the   ailomlhmene 
with  which  the  \vorld  would  be  ftnick, 
when  firft  his  luftrefhouki  break  out  up> 
on  it;  nor  could  he  forbear  (for  whom^ 
does  not  conftant  flattery  intoxicate?)^ 
to  join  fometinaes  in  the  mirth  of  his 
friends,  at  the  fudden  difappearance  oF 
thofe  who,  having  (hone  a  while,  -  an<f^^ 
drawn  the  cyps  of  the  pi:blick  upon  their      \ 
fechle  radiance,  ^*xrc   now  doomed  ta      ) 
fade  away  before  him.  — "^^^ 

It  tt  natm-al  fof  a  mqn  to  catch  ad-> 
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tantagtfous  nodons  of  the  conditiofi 
which  thofe  with  whom  he  converfes  are 
ilriving  to  attain.  Polyphilus^  in  a  ram- 
ble to  London,  fell  accidentally .  among 
thtf  phyiicians,  and  was  (6  much  pleafed 
with  the  prolbc^  of  turning  philofophv 
to  profit,  and  To  highly  delignted  witn 
k  new  theory  of  fevers  which  darted  in- 
to hit  imagination,  and  which,  after  hav. 
iflg  conliuered  it  a  lew  hours,  he  found 
himfelf  able  to  maintain  againft  all  the 
adrocates  for  the  ancient  fyftem,  tkit  he 
rflblTcd  to  apply  himfelf  to  anatomy,  bo* 
tany  and  chemiitiy^  and  to  leave  no  part 
-  unconquered,  either  of  the  animal,  mi- 
nerai,  or  vegetable  kingdoms. 

He  thrreiore  read  authors,  confbufled 
{jBoMf  and  tried  experiments ;  but  un- 
loppilv,  as  he  was  going  to  fee  a  new 
pQDt  m  flower  at  Chellea,  he  met,  in 
Cio/Rng  Weiloiinfter  to  take  wattr,  the 
ChanceUor^s  coach:  he  had  the  curiofity 
to  follow  hiiD  into  the  Hall,  where  a  re« 
markable  caiife  happened  to  be  tried, 
and  found  himfelf  able  to  produce  (6 
naay  arguments  which  the  lawyers  had 
omitted  on  both  fides,  that  he  determin- 
ed to  quit  phyfick  tor  a  profefTion  in 
which  he  tbund  it  would  be  Co  ea{y  to 
excel,  and  which  promised  higlier  ho- 
nours and  larger  profits,  without  me- 
lancholy atterKunce  upon  mifery,  mean 
fubmimon  to  peeviihneis,  and  continual 
interruption  of  reit  ami  pleafure. 

He  immediately  took  chambers  in  (he 
Ttmple,  bought  a  common-place  book, 
and  confined  himfelf  fbme  months  to 
the  peruial  of  the  ihitutes,  year-books, 
plea[ling%  azul  reports :  he  was  a  con- 
^t  hearer  of  the  courts,  and  began  to 
Mtt  cales  with  reafpnable  accuracj^.  But 
ne  foon  dilcovcred,  by  .  confidering  the 
fortune  of  lasers,  that  preferment  was 
HOC  to  be  got  by  acutenefs,  learning, 
and  eloquence.  He  was  perplexefl  by 
the  abfiirdities  of  attornies,  and  mifre- 
prefentatjqjis  made  by  his  clients  of  their 
own  caules,  by  the  ufelefs  anxiety  of 
Me,  and  the  inceffant  importunity  of 
another  ;  he  began  to  repent  of  having 
difvotcd  himleir  to  a  itudy  which  was 
i9  naiTow  in  it's  compreheniMin  that  it 
could  tiertr  carry  his  name  to  any  other 
fountrv,  and  thought  it  unworthyr  of  a 
nianof  parts  to  lell  his  life  only  for 
money.  The  banennefs  of  his  fellow- 
fludents  forced  him  generally  into  other 
C9iPfpmf  at  his  hours  of  entertainment, 
and  among  the  varieties  of  converfaiion 
through  which  his  curiofity  waj*  daily 
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wanderii^,  he  by  chance  mingled  at  a 
tavern  with  ibme  intelligent  officers  of 
the  army.  A  man  of  letters  was  eafily 
dazzled  with  the  gaiety  of  their  appear- 
ance, and  Ibften^  into  kindnefs  bv  the 
f>olitenefs  of  their  addrei's :  he,  there- 
tore,  cultivated  this  new  acquaintance  i 
and  when  he  law  how  readily  they  found 
in  evtry  place  admiflion  and  re^^nd,  and 
how  famdiarly  thvy  minglpd  with  every 
rank  and  ordir  of  men,  he  began  t« 
feel  his  heart  beat  for  military  l)OBours« 
iind  wondered  how  the  prejudices  of  the 
univei-fity  Ihould  make  him  Co  long  in- 
fenfible  of  that  ambition,  which  hat 
fired  fo  many  hearts  in  every  age,  and 
jiegligcntof  that  calling,  which  is,  above 
all  others,  univeriiilly  and  invariably  il- 
luftiious,  and  which  gives,  even  to  the 
exterior  appearance  of  it's  profieflbrsy 
a  dignity  and  freedom  unknown  to  the 
reft  of  mankind. 

Theie  favourable  impreffions  were 
made  ftill  deeper  by  his  converfiition 
with  ladies,  whoie  regard  for  lbldiei'9  he 
could  not  obfcrve  without  wi/hing  him- 
felf one  of  that  happy  fraternity  to 
which  tlie  female  world  Teemed  to  nave 
devoted  their  charms  and  their  kindnefs. 
The  love  of  knowledge,  which  v^ras  ftill 
his  predominant  incunaHon,  was  gra- 
tified by  the  recital  of  advoHures,  aiul 
i^ccoimts  of  foreign  countries}  and  thei«- 
fore  he  concluded  that  theie  was  no  way 
of  life  in  which  aU  his  views  could  lb 
completely  concenter  as  in  that  of  a  fol- 
dier.  in  the  art  of  war  he  thought  it 
not  difficult  to  excel,  having  obfcrved 
his  new  friends  not  very  much  verfed  in 
the  principles  of  tadlicks  or  fortifica- 
tion;  he  tliei'efore  (ludied  all  the  mill* 
tarv  wiiters,  both  ancient  and  modern^ 
*ana,  in  a  fiiort  time,  could  tell  how  to 
have  gained  eveiy  remarkable  battle 
that  has  been  loft  from  the  !>eginningof 
the  woi-ld.  He  often  ftiewcd  at  table, 
how  Alexander  (houkl  have  been  check* 
cd  in  his  couquefts,  what  was  the  fatal 
erroi"  at  Ph.'ulalia,  how  Charles  of  Swe- 
den might  have  efcaped  his  ruin  at  Pult 
towa,  and  Mariborotu^h  might  hav9 
l)een  made  to  repent  nis  temerity  at 
Blenheim.  He  entrenched  nymk$  »poQ 
paper,  fb  that  no  fuperiority  of  mliiibcrs 
could  force  them,  and  moaelled  in  day 
many  impregnable  fbrtreflcs,  on  which 
all  theprelent  arts  of  attack  would  bcex^ 
haufted  without  effe^^. 

Polyphilm,  in  a  /hort  time,  obtained 
a  ^ommifiioni  bur  before  he  could  rub 
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oflF  the  {<Jen]iitt]r  of  a  feholary  and  gain 
the  'qrue  air  of  militanr  vivacity,  a  war 
tvas  declared,  and  rarces  (ent  to  the 
continent.  Here  Po^yphikis  unhi4>pl]y 
found  that  ftudy  akme  would  not  make 
a  (bldicr;  lor  being  much  accuftomcd 
to  thinks  he  let  the  ftnie  of  danger  fink 
into  his  mindy  ancl  fdt,  at  the  apfvroach 
of  aaya^ion,  that  terror  which  a  fen^  * 
tente  of  €)eath  would  have  brought  up- 
on  him.  Ht  finr  that,  inftead  of  con-' 
queriog  their  fbrt,  the  endeavour  ^ 
hit  gaj  friends  was  only  to  efcape  them ; 
but  ma  phttoibphy  chamed  his  mind  to 
it*s  object  and  rather  loaded  him  with 
ihackles  than  fVunHhed  hitn  with  arms, 
lie,  however,  fuoprelied  his  mifcry  in 
iiknce,  and  pafled  through  the  campaign 
with  honour  j  but  found  himfclf  uUerly 
onabh;  to  fi^>port  another. 

He  then  had  recourfe  again  to  his 
bookst  and  continued  to  range  from  one 
Audyto  another.  As  I  ufually  vifit 
bim  oKe  a  month,  and  am  admitted  to 
him  without  prtvtoTis  notice,  I  have 
found  him,  within  this  laft  half  year, 
.  iiecyphering  the  Chlnefe  language,  mak- 
ing a  farce,  coUe^ing  a  vocabulary  of 
the  obiblete  terms  of  the  Englifh  law, 
writing  an  enquiry  concerning  the 
ancient  Corinthian  brafs,  and  forming  a 
new  feheme  of  the  variations  of 'the 
•eedk. 

Thus  is  this  powerful  genius,  which 
might  have  extended  the  Jphere  of  any 
firience,  or  benefited  the  world  in  any 
profeflion,  diflipated  in  a  boundlefs  va- 
riety,  without  profit  to  others  or  himfelf. 
-He  radtkes  fudden  irrupti<5ns  into  the 
regions  of  knowledge,  and  fqrs  all  ob- 
fbdes  give  way  Wore  him  ;  but  he 
never  fciys  long  enough  to  complete  his 
conqueii,  to  eifaibliib  laws,  or  bring 
wsmy  the  fpoils. 

Sxich  is  often  the  folly  of  men,  whom 
ftature  has  enabled  to  obtain  flciU  and 
knowledge,  on  terms  fo  eafy,  that  they 
have  no  uak  of  the  vahie  of  tlie  acmii- 
iition;  they  ore  qualified  to  make  fiich 
feecdy  pragreis  in  leammg,  that  they 
/' «iink  tnemlehrea  at  liberty  to  loiter  in 
the  way,  «nd  bjr  turning  afide  after 
•my  ncvobjea,  tofirtberace,  like  Ata- 


fcmta,  to  flower  tomftetitors,  who  pitfi 
diligently  forward,  and  whofe  force  is 
direded  to  a  finale  point. 

I  have  often  Uiought  tho(e  happy  that 
have  been  fixed,  from  the  firll  dawn  of 
thought,  b  a  determination  to  fomc  Itate 
of  lite,  by  the  choice  of  one  whole  au- 
thority may  preclude  caprice,  and  whole 
influence  may  prejudice  them  in  favour 
of  his  opinion.  The  general  precept  of 
confiilting  the  genius  is  of  little  ule,  un- 
kfs  we  are  told  how  the  genius  can  be 
known.  If  it  is  to  be  dticovcred  only 
by  experiment,  life  will  be  loft 'before 
the  refolution  can  be  fixed';  if  any  other 
indications  are  to  be  found,  they  mav, 
nerhaps,  be  very  early  difcemed.  At 
leafl,  if  to  mifcarry  in  an  attempt  be  a 
proof  of  having  mifhdcen  the  du^6tioB 
of  the  genius,  men  appear  not  lefs  fre- 
quently deceived  with  regard  to  them- 
ielves  than  to  others  j  and  therefore  no 
one  has  much  reafon  to  complain  that  his 
life  was  planned  out  by  his  friends,  or 
to  be  confident  that  he  (hould  have  had 
either  more  honour  or  happinels  by  being 
abandoned  to  the  chance  of  his  own 
fancy.' 

Is  vfas  faid  of  the  learned  Biihop 
Sanderfbn,  that,  when  he  was  prepar* 
ing  his  le6lures,  he  hefitated  fi>  much, 
and  rcje^ed  fb  often,  that,  at  the  time 
of  reading,  he  was  often  forced  to  pro- 
duce, not  what  was  beft,  but  what 
happened  to  be  at  hand.  This  will  be 
the  fbte  of  cvenr  man  who,  in  the 
choice  of  his  empfcyment,  balances  aH 
the  arguments  on  >very  fide  t  the  com- 
plication IS  fb  intricate,  -the  nootives 
and  obie6lions  fo  numerous,  there  is  lb 
much  play  for  the  imagination,  and  fo 
much  remains  in  the  power  of  others,  that 
reafon  is  forced  at  laft  to  reft  in  neu' 
trality,  the  decifion  devolves  into  tha 
hands  of  chance,  and  after  a  great  part^ 
of  life  fpent  in  enquiries  which  can  .^ 
never  be  refolvcd,  the  reft  rouft  often 
palii  in  repenting  the  unnecefTary  delay, 
and  can  be  ufeful  to  few  other  purpoies 
than  to  warn  others  againft  the  fame 
folly,  and  to  fhew,  that  of.two  ftates  of 
life  equally  confiftent  with  tefi^on  and 
virtue,  he  who  chufca  earlidft,  dualet  beft. 
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N»  XX.    SATURDAY,  MAY  26,  1750. 

A^VOfVtVM  PHALSKAly   BOO  TS  XNTVtf    ST  IN  CVTB  IfOVI. 

-pERSlUtf 
tVCIt  VAGBANTRT  Bf  JO  TMB  VZOVLE  SHOWK  } 
TIIBKB  BOAIT   TUT  HOBtB*S  TRArPINGS  AKD  THT  OWN  : 
I  KNOW  TRKB   TO  TKT  BOTTOM;    FROM  WITHIN 
TBT  IMALLOW  CBNTBB»   TO  THY  UTMOST  IKIN« 

DRVDBVf 


AMONG  the  muneroat  ftratagrms 
by  wlMch  pride  endeavours  to  re- 
conmend  (oHly  to  regan^  there  is 
Icarcdy  one  that  ineet$  with  lefs  Aicceis 
than  aife^tatioiis  or  a  petpctual  difgutie 
of  the  rea)  character  by  ii£Utious  ap- 
pearances; wfaetb^  it  be>  that  every 
nan  hates  falf^KMd,  from  the  natural 
eoaenuty  of  truth  to  his  faculties  of 
TOikm,  or  that  every  n^  is  jealous  of 
the  honour  of  his  undeiftanding)  and 
thinks  his  diicermnent  confequentially 
called  in  xraeilion,  whenever  any  thing 
if  ezkibited  under  a  borrowed  form. 

This  averfion  from  all  kinds  of  dif- 
g«ife>  whatever  be  it's  caufey  is  uniyer- 
27U7  difiuitdy  and  inceflantly  in  a£lion  \ 
nor  is  it  necdfary  that,  to  exifperate 
deteftation,  ,  or  excite  contempt,  any 
intereft  ihould  be  invaded,  pr  any  com- 
petUio«)  attem]^;  it  is  fufficient  tint 
there  is  an  intention  to  deceive,  an  in- 
toirion  which  every  he^rt  (weljs  to  op- 
poie,  and  every  tongue  is  bufy  to  det 
tcft. 

This  ref!e£Hon  was  awakened  in  my 
mind  by;i  very  conunon  pra^ice  among 
my  correfpondents,  of  writing  under 
chan^er^  which  they  cannot  iupport, 
which  are  of  no  uie  to  the  explanation 
or  enforcement  of  that  which  they  de- 
feribe  or  recommend;  and  which,  therp* 
fore,  fince  they  alTume  them  only  for 
the  fake  of  diiplayin^  their  abilities,  J 
win  advife  theoi  for  the  future  to  for- 
bear, a^  laborious  without  advantfuj^. 

It  is  almoft  a  genei'al  ambition  ofthofe 
>«ho  favour  n^  Yfith  their  viAvice  for  the 
n^Culation  of  my  condu6l,  or  their  con- 
tribution £or  the  afliftance  of  my  under- 
<huiding,  to  2Se&.  the  ftyle  and  the 
names  of  ladies.  And  I  cannot  ajways 
^thhold  Come  expreflion  of  anger,  like 
Sir  Hugh  in  the  comedy,  when  I  hap- 
pen to  iind  that  ^  won^an  han  a  hcaixl. 
I  muft  therefor  wyn  thi?  gcfitic  Phyllis, 
tljat  fhe  lend  me  no  more  letters  from 
^he  Horfe-Guanls :  and  recjuire  of  P?- 


linda,  that  ihe  be  content  to  rcfign  Iter 
pretenfions  to  female  elegance, .  till  ihe 
has  lived  three  weeks  without  hearing 
the  politicks  of  Batfon^s  coflFee-houie, 
I  miift  indulge  myfelf  in  the  liberty  of 
obiervatfDB,  that  there,  were  fome  allu« 
lions  in  .Chloris*s  produ^ion,  fulficient 
to  (hew  that  Braaon  and  Plowden  are 
her  fuvourite  authors ;  and  that  Euphe- 
lia  has  not  been  long  enough  at  home 
to  wear  out  all  the  traces  of  the  phraie-r 
ology  which  ihe  learned  in  the  expedi- 
tion to  Carthag^a, 

Among  all  my  female  friends,  tliere 
was  none  who  gave  m^  more  trouble  to 
decypher  her  true  chancer  than  Pen- 
theJilea,  whoie  letter  lay  upon  my  deik 
three  days  before  J  eould  nx  upon  the 
real  writer.  There  was  a  confufion  of 
images,  and  medley  of  barbarity,  which 
held  me  Lcmg  in  (ufpenfe;  till  by  perle- 
v^rancc  I  diientangled  the  pef^ilexity, 
and  foiuid  that  PentheTiJea  is  the  ion 
of  a  wealthy  ftock-jobber,  who  fpcnds 
his  morning,  under  his  (ather^s  e^e,  in 
Change- Alley,  dines  at  a  tavern  m  Co- 
vent-Garden,  palTes  his  evening  in  the 
play-houie,  and  part  of  the  night  at  a' 
gaming-table;  and,  having  learned  the 
dialers  of  thefe  various  regions,  has 
mingled  them  all  in  a  ftudied  coanpoll- 
tion. 

When  Lee  was  once  told  by  a  criticlj:, 
th^t  it  was  very  ealy  to  write  like  a  mati- 
num,  he  anlwered,  that  it  was  diificiilt , 
to  write  like  a  madman,  but  ealy  eijoMixh 
to  write  like  a  fool :  and  I  hope  to  he 
excufed  by  my  kind  contributory,  if,  in 
imitation  of  this  great  author-,  I  pjf- 
Aime  to  remind  them,  |hat  it  is  much 
eafier  not  to  write  lii^:  a  inan,  than  \o 
write  like  a  womaii, 

I  have,  indeed,  fome  tngcivous  \vc\\- 
wtihcrs,  wl^,  without  depprtii^  from 
their 'iex,  have  fouinl  very  won<l'j!fu| 
appellations.  A  very  linart  letter  J\r»si 
been  lent  me  from  a  puny  c\\  jgn,  fr^i- 
^  i^ajc  Tclamonius ;  ^nothei-,  in  "re- 

Digitized  by  VjOO^flC 


so 


THE    kAMBLER. 


commendation  of  a  new  treltife  upon 
cards,  from  j  gamefter,  who  calls  him- 
felf  Sefoltris  •,  and  another  upon  the  Im- 
provements of  the  fiftieiy  from  Diode- 
lian :  l^ut  as  thcfe  fecm  only  to  have  pick- 


an  awkward  addrefs,  and  \inplrafipg 
countcnaiKC,  boaih  of  the  conquefts 
made  by  him  among  the  ladies,  and 
co\mt$  oyer  the  thoufands  w)«ich  lie 
might 'have  poflefled  if  he  wflfuld  have 


ed  up  their  appellations  by  chance,  with-    .  fvbmitted  to  the  yoke  of  matrimony,  is 


'out  endeavouring  at  any  particular  im- 
polhire,  thvirimproprieties  are  rather  in- 
Itances  of  blunder  than  of  aftcdation, 
and  are  therefore  not  equally  fitted  to 
inflame  the  hoftile  paflions }  for  it  is  not 
foliy  but  pride,  not  error  but  deceit, 
which  the  world  means  to  perfecute, 
when  it  i-aifes  the  full  cry  of  nature  to 
hunt  down  aifeflation. 

The  hatred  which  diiTunulation  al- 
ways di-aws  upon  itfclf  is  fo  great,  that 
if  I  did  tiot  know  how  niuch  cunning 
4iff».Ts  from  wiidom,  I  (houlihwonder 
that  any  men  have  fo  little  knowledge  of 
their  own  intereft  as  to  afpire  to  wear  a 
malk  for  life ;  to  try  to  fanpofe  i^pon  the 
world  a  chara^er,  to  which  they  feel 
thcmfelves  void  of  any  jufl  claims  and  to 
hazard  their  quiet,  their  fame,  and  even 
their  profit,  by  expofing  themfelvcs  to 
the  danger  of  that  reproach,  malevo- 
lence, and  i»egle6l,  which  fuch  a  difco- 
very  as  they  have  always  to  fear  will 
o^rtainly  bring  upon  them. 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  plea- 
furc  of  reputation  ihould  confitl  in  the 
5;itisfaciion  of  having  the  opinion  of  our 
own  merit  confirmed  by  the  fuifmge  of 
th--  publick  \  and  that  to  be  extolled  for 
a  qualify  which  a  man  knows  himielf 
to  want,  Oiould  give  him  no  other  hap- 
pinefs  than  to  be  miftaken  for  the  owner 
of  an  citate  ovej-  which  iie  chances  to  be 
ti-avcUing.  But  he  who  fubfilts  upon  af- 
fcC^.ition  knows  nothing  of  this  delicacy ; 
like  a  dei'pci  ate  :itl venturer  in  commerce, 
,^  lie  takes  up  ivputation  upon  truft,  mort- 
/'  g'iS<;s  poffcliioiis  which  he  nevei'  had, 
luul  v'.^joys,  to  the  f ital  hour  of  l)ank- 
nip'cy,  thpiigh  with  a  thotifand  terrors 
•.  and  an::ictits,  the  unnecelTary  fplandor 
of  borrouvd  riches. 

Atl'tCt  a^ion  is  to  be  always  diftinguifli- 
ed  from  hv^^ociiiy,  as  being  tlwr  art  of 
countcrfci/ui^  thole  qualities  which  we 
)niL(ht,  \\\\\\  injiocencc  and  falcty,  be 
known  to  want.  Thus  the  manvwho, 
t » c  jrry  on  a:jy  fiaud,  or  to  conceal  any 
«  rlmf ,  pretends  to  rigours  of  devotion, 
ar.d  exac\nei6  of  life,  i^  guilty  of  hypo- 
c.ify,  ^nd  his  guilt  is  2treater»  as  the  end 
f  ji  which  Ik  put*  on  the  faJfe  appearance 
h  Jfiorc  jKrpiciows,     Bu\  Iix.  tnat,  with 


chargeable  only  with  aflfe^lation.     Hy- 
pocrify  is  the  necefliiry  burthen  of  vSl-S 
lainy,    aflfe^lation   pait  of  the  'cholen  >, 
trappings  of  folly  f  the  one  completes  ay 
villain,  the  other  only  finifiies  a  fop;    , 
Contempt  is  the  proper  puniihmcnt  of 
afFeftation,  and  detellatjon  the  juft  con- 
fcquencc  of  hypocrily.  ' 

With  the  hyi>ocrite  it  is  not  at  prefent 
my  intention*  to  expoftulate;  though 
even  he  might  be  ,taught  the  excellency 
of  virtue,  by  the  necdTity  of  feeming  to 
be  virtuous ;  but  the  man  of  atfe^Htion 
may  perhaps  be  reclaimeti,  bv  finding 
how  little  he  is  likely  to  gain  by  perpe- 
tual conftraint  and  Inceuant  vigilance, 
and  how  much  more  fecurcly  he  might 
make  his  way  to  efteem  by  cultivating' 
real,  than  difplaying  counterfeit  qua^ 
lities.  " 

Every  thing  future  is  to  be  eftimatfd 
by  a  wife  mart,  in  proportion  to  the  pro- 
bability of  attaining  it,  and  it's  value 
when  attained ;  and  neither  of  thefc  con- 
iklerations  will  much  contribute  to  the 
encouragement  of  affectation.     For  if 
the  pinnacles  of  fiime  be,  at  beft,  ^^P-^ 
pery,  how  unfteady  mufl  his  footing  oe  I 
who  ftands  upon  pinnacles  without  fotm-/ 
dation !  If  praife  be  made  by  the  incon^ 
(fancy  and  maticioufnefs  of  thofe  who 
muft  confer  it,  a  bleffing  which  no  man 
•  can  promife  himfelf  horn  the  mod  con- 
fplcuous  merit  ar.d  vigorous  induftr}', 
how  faint  muft  be  the  hope  of  gaining  it, 
when  the  uncertainty  is  multiplied  by 
the  weaknefs  of  the  pretcnfions  I  He  that 
purfues  fame  v/ith  juft  claims,  tmfts  his  ^ 
.  happinefs  to  the  winds"}  but  he  that  en-  \^ 
dcavours  after  it  by  falfe  lYir^ril,  has  tcLj 
fear,  not  only  the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  \ 
but  tlie  leaks  of  his  vcflel.     Though  he  f 
ihould  happen  to  k^ep  above  water  for  i 
a  time,  by  the  help  of  a  foft  breeze  and  \ 
a  cairn  iea,  at  the  firft  guft  he  muft  inc-    , 
vitably  founder,  with  this  melancholy   j 
reflexion,  that,  if  he  would  have  been 
content  with  his  natural  ftation,  he mighi^/ 
liave  efcaped  his  calamity.     Affeft af loh 
may  pofiibly  fucceed  for  a  time ;  and  a 
man  may,  bv  great  attention,  perttiadc 
others  that  he  really  h^s  the  quaHticf 
which  he  prcfumes  to  boafti  but  the 
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hoMT  will  con'iC  when  he  {hould  exert 
them ',  ^d  then  what<rver  he  enjoyed  in 
praile  he  muft  llilfer  in  reproach*  , 

Applaud  and  admiration  are  by  n6 
means  to  be  counted  among  the  necefla- 
ries  of  liie,  and  therefbre  any  indirect 
arts  to  t)btain  them  have  Very  little  claim 
to  pardon  or  companion .  There  is  iCarce- 
ly  2Dy  nmn  without  fome  valuable  ok* 
improveable  qualities,  by  which  he  might 
always  fecure  himlelf  from  contempt. 
And  perhaps  exe«nption  frohi  ignominy 
is  the  moft  eligible  reputation  $  as  free>- 
dom  from  pain  is,  among  &ini  phiio^ 
(opbn-s,  the  definition  of  happinels. 

If  we  therefore  compare  the  value  of 
the  praife  obtained  by  fiftitious  excel- 


lence)^ even  while  the  ch^t  is  vet  umlif- 
covcrcd,  with  that  kindnefs  w(iich  every 
man  may  fuit  by  his  virtue,  and  that 
efteem  to  whieh  moft  mtn  may  rife  by 
common  underftanding  fteadily  and  ho* 
neftly  applied,  we  fhall  find  that  when\     » 
fram  the  adi'cititious  happinels  all  the  \ 
dedu^ions  are  made  by  fear  and  ca-  \    • 
fuilty,  tho*e  will  remain  nothihg  equi- J 
ponderant  to  the  Iccuritv  of  truth*   The 
Hate  of  the  pofTeiror  of' humble  virtues,. 
to  the  aiFe6^er  of  gi^cat  excellcncca,  is^* 
that  of  a  fmall  cottage  of  ftone,  to  the    V 
palace  raifed  with  ice  by  the  Empreii      1 
of  RuiTia ;  it  was  for  a  time  fplendid      * 
and  luminous,   but  the   firlt   lun/hioe 
melted  it  to  nothing. 


N<^XXr.  TUESDAY,  MAY  ag,  1750. 

TERM  A   SALUTlFElAi   HZRBAS,    ZADSMQUE  NOCKNTES; 
KUTRIT;    XT   VRTIC/B   PROklMA   SAFE    ROSA  EST. 

OviD. 
OUR    BAKE  AND  THTSICK  THE-  SAME   EARTH  BESTOWS, 
ANP   NEAR  THE  NOISOME  NETTLB  BLOOMS  THE  ROSE. 


EVERY  man  is  }>roiti|>ted  by  the 
love  of  himAfFf  tp  imaguae,  that  |xc 
JJofll'fles  fomc  qualities,  fuperior,  either 
in  kind  or  degree,  to  thofe  which  he 
fees,  allotted  to  the  reft  of  the  world } 
and  whatever  apparent  difadvantages 
he  niay  fuffei*  ux  the  conaparifon  with 
others,  he  has  forae  invifible  cUftinc* 
tions,  fomc  latent  ivfervc  of  excellence, 
which  he  throNvs  into  the  balance,  and 
by  which  he  gena  ally  fancies  that  it  is 
turned  in  his  favour. 

The  fhidious  and  fpeculative  part  of 
•inankiiid  always  feem  to  conlidei'  their 
fratd-nity  as  placed  In  a  ftate  of  oppo- 
fition  to  thole  who  are  engaged  in  the 
tumult  of  publick  bufinefsj  and  have 
plcifed  th4:inielvcs,  irom  age  to  age, 
with  celebrating  tlie  felicity  o£  their 
own  condition,  and  with  recounting 
the  perplexity  of  politicks,  tlie  dangers 
of  ereatnefs,  the  anxieties  of  ambition, 
and  the  miferles  of  riches. 

Among  tlie  numerous  topicks  of  de- 
clamation that  their  induftry  has  difco- 
vcred  on  this  iubjcil,  there  is  none  which 
they  prcis  with  greater  efforts,  or  on 
which  they  have  more  copioufly  laid 
out  tii?ir  reafon  and  their  hnagination, 
than  the  inllability  of  hi^httations,  and 
th^  uncertainty  with  which  the  profits 
and  honours  are  pofTeiTal,  that  muft  be  ' 


acquired  with  fo  much  hazard,  vigi- 
lance, and  labour* 

This  they  appear  to  confider  as  an  ir-# 
refragable  argument  againlt  the  choice 
of  the  ftatefmaa  and  the  wairiourjaiid"* 
fweil  with  confidence  of  victory,  thus 
fumifhed  by  the  mules  with  the  aims 
which  never  can  be  blunted,  and  which 
no  art  or  ih-eagth  of  *  their  aJvt  liiuiej 
can  elude  or  refill. 

It  is  welj  known  by  experience  lo  tho; 
nations  which  employed  ciephairs  in 
war,  tjiat  though  by  the  terror  of  thta 
bulk,  and  the  violence  of  their  imp  re  f- 
fion,  they  often  thiew  the  enemy  into 
diforder,  yet  there  was  alwavi  clan>';er 
in  the  ule  of  them,  very  nearly  c^ur/a- 
lent  to  the  advantage;  for  if  rhcir  tii.'^ 
chtuge  could  be  fupported,  they  vve4<i 
eafily  driven  back  upon  their  or.L-L- 
rates;  they,  then  bruke  tluoa  ,h  rlis 
tnx^s  behind  them,  fivl  minlv"  no  icik 
havock  in  the  precipitation  oi  rj'f'ic- 
treat  than  in  the  fury  of  then-  or.ic. . 

I  know  not  whetlici-  thold  w  Iio  liav^ 
fo  vchomeutly  urjjed  the  iv.*^onvc'uiencvs 
anddangerof  an:'.:ti  w  lilV,  haw-  net  rr.xJe 
ule  of  argumciiis  th.ir  m:iy  he  rcoj -."ed 
with  equal  foicc  upon  iIvmiLlvt- ^  '.-.vi 
whether  the  happin^  is  of  a  canJjd.-ue  iijt . 
literary  fitpie  be  i.or  i\:')\c>  m  ^\x  fura. 
UBceriaint)  w/vhtixitu-i  hm.  .v'.i  - r'A-cjus 
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provinces,  "commands  armies*  prcfidet 
m  the  feiMte,  er  di^hltes  in  the  cabincu 

That  eminence  of  learning  U  not  to 
be  gained  without  kbour>  at  kaft  equal 
to  that  which  any  other  kind  of  ^reatneft 
can  require,  will  be  allotted  oy  thofe 
who  wi(h  to  elevate  the  ehara^ier  of  a 
icholar;  lince  they  cannot  but  know 
that  every  human  acquifition  is  valuable 
in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  employed 
in  It's  attainment.  And  that  thoic  who 
have  gained  the  efteem  and  veneration 
of  the  world,  by  their  kitowledge  or 
their  genius,  aie  by  no  meant  exempt 
from  the  fol'.citude  which  any  othei* 
kind  qf  dignity  produces,  may  be  con- 
jectured from  the  innumerable  aitifices 
which  they  make  ule  of  to  degrade  a 
liiperior,  to  rcpreli  a  rival,  or  obftru6t  a 
foilower ;  aitihces  fo  gix>fs  and  mean,  as 
to  prove  evidantly  how  much  a  man  may 
excel  in  learning,  without  being  either 
more  wife  or  mote  virtuous  than  thok 
wHo(e  ignorance  he  pities  or  defpiies# 

Nothing  therefore  remains  by  which 
the  ihident  can  gratify  his  defire  of  ap- 
pearing to  liave  built  his  happinels  on  a 
more  firm  balis  than  his  anta^nift,  ex^ 
ccpt  thecertainty  with  which  his^ionours 
Aire  enjoyed.     The  garlands  gained  by 
'  the  heroes  of  literature  mull  be  gathered 
/  from  fummits  equally  difficult  to  climb 
(    with  thofe  that  bear  the  civick  or  trium- 
phal wreaths ;  they  muft  be  worn  with 
;    equal  envy,  and  guaided  with  equal  care 
\  from  thole  hantfs  that  are  always  em- 
ployed in  efF.Mt4  to  tear  them  away ;  the 
only  remaining  hope  is,  that  their  ver- 
dure is  more  lafting,  and  that  the^  are 
lefs  likely  to  fail  by  time,  or  lefs  ob- 
;  XK)Xtou$  to  the  blaiis  of  accident. 

Evc»  thi<  liopc  will  receive  very  little 
encouragement  from  the  examination  of 
^e  hiftory  of  learning,  or  obfervation  of 
the  fate  of  fcholars  in  the  prefcnt  a^. 
If  we  look  bacli  into  paft  times,  we  fnid 
innumerable  names  of  authors  onc^in 
high  reputation,  read  perhaps  by  t1^ 
bcautifii!,  quored  by  ihp  witty,  and^cow.-^ 
mented  by  the  gnve  j  bnt  oiF  whom  we 
BOW  know  only  that  they  once  exifted. 
If  we  confxdcr  the  liiftribution  of  literary 
tame  in  our  own  time,  we  ihall  find  it  a 
pollrdlon  of  very  uncertain  tentue ; 
fometimes  bt-ftowed  by  a  fudden  caprice 
of  the  publick,  and  again  transferred  to 
a  Hcw  favourite,  for  no  other  rcafon 
tiinn  that  he  is  new ;  fometimes  rcfufed 
to  long  ioJljour  and  eminent  dclcrt,  and 
tbnMtime<igt;4itCt;d,to  very  ^Jghc  prctcn- 


fions;  ]d(t  fometimes  by  fecurity  aikl 
negKgence,  and  fbitietimet  by  too  dilr- 
^eot  endeavours  to  retain  it. 

A  fuGcefsful  author  il  equally  in  dan- 
ger of  l;hc  diminution  of  his  i^e,  whe- 
ther he  continues  or  ceafes  to  write. 
The  regard  of  the  publick  is  not  to  be 
kept  but  by  tribute,  and  the  remem- 
brance 6f  paft  fervice  will  quickly  lan- 
ffuifh  Un^s  iucccffivc  performances 
wsquemfy  revive  it*  Yet  m  every  new 
attcnipt  there  is  new  hazard ;  and  there 
are  few  who  do  nst,  St  fbroe  uitlucky 
time,  ii^iire  their  own  chataflers  by 
attempting  to  enlafge  them. 

There  are  many  poffibic  caufet  of  that 
mequality  which  we  may  lb  frequtntly 
obferve  in  the  perfbroionces  of  the  fame 
man,  from  the  influence  of  which  no 
ability  or  indullry  is  fulficitntly  fcciutd, 
and  which  have  fb  often  fullied  the 
fplendor  of  genius,  that  the  w^t,  as  well 
as  the  conqueror,  may  be  properlv 
cautioned  not  to  indulge  his  pride  with 
too  eai'ly  triumphs,  but  to  defer  to  the 
end  of  life  his  eftimatc  of  happinels. 


^Ultima  ffmper 


SMp«0aruUL  Sn  hmmtf  iUckfut  htatut 

But  no  frail  man,  however  great  or  hij^, 
Can  be  concluded  bleft  before  he  die. 

Adpison*. 

Among  the  motives  that  urge  an 
author  to  undertakings  by  which  his 
reputation  is  impaired,  one  of  the  mod 
frequent  muft  be  mentioned  with  ten- 
depurfk^  becaufe  it  is  not  to  be  counted 
among  his  follies,  but  his  miferies.  It 
very  ofretr  harppens  that  the  works  of 
learning  or  mvnt  are  performed  at  the 
dire^ion  of  thofe  by  wnom  they  are  to 
be  rewaitled  $  the  writer  has  not  ah»^ys 
the  choice  of  his  f\ibje&,  but  is  compel- 
led to  accept  anv  tr^V  which  is  throvm 
before  jiiui>  witkoot  much  ceilfidenrtion 
of  Yi\k ,  own  convenience,  and  without 
time  to  prepare  himfelf  by  previous 
fhidies, 

Mifcarriages  of  this  kind  are  likewife 
fi^ucntly  the  confcquence  of  that  ac- 
quaintance with  the  great,  which  is  ge- 
nerally confidered  as  one  of  the  chief  pri- 
vileges of  literal  ure  and  genius*  A  mah 
who  has  once  learned  to  think  himfelf 
exafted  by  fsuniKarity  with  thofe  whom 
nothinsf  bur  their  birth  or  their  fortunes, 
or  fuch  ftations  as  aie  feldom  gained  by 
mQral  excellence,  fet  above bim,  willfiot 
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be  loQg  without  Aibnilttiiifl;  his  under* 
fbmdiog  to  their  condu^  y  he  will  luflTer 
them  to  prelcribe  the  courie  of  his  ftu- 
dles»  and  cttploj  him  for  their  own  pur- 
ports aithcr  of  dives)fion  or  intereft.  His 
deiire  of  plea£ng  thofe  whofe  favour  be 
has  weakly  made  neceflary  to  himfelf 
win  not  iiiifisr  him  alwavs  to  confider 
how  little  he  is  Qualified  for  the  work 
impoied.  Either  ois  vanity  will  tempt 
him  to  Conceal  his  deficiencies^  or  that 
cowardice  which  ahwavs  encroaches  faft 
opon  fuch  as  fpend  their  lives  in  the 
'comiMBy  of  pfilbns  higher  than  them- 
iclvAy  will  not  leave  hin>  refolution  to 
aflert  the  liberty  of  choice. 

Butt  though  we  fu[^>ofe  that  a  man 
by  his  fortune  can  avoid  (he  neceility  of 
dependence,  and  by  bi9  fpirit  can  repel 
the  u^irparioas  of  patnmage,  yet  he  may 
caiily,  by  writing  long,  happen  to  write 
iO.  There  is  a  genecal  mcceflion  of 
events  in  which  contrarieties  are  pro* 
duced  by'periodiesil  vicifTitudes;  labour 
and  care  are  rewarded  with  fuccefs,  fuc- 
ccCs  produces  confidence,  confidence  re- 
laxes indttlby,  and  negligence  ruins  that 
reputation  which  accuracy  had  raifed. 

He  that  happens  not  to  be  lulled  by 
praife  into  fnpuienefsj  may  be  animated 
by.it  to  imdertakings  above  his  Itrcngth, 
M-  incited  to  ^cv  himfelf  alike  quali- 
fied for  every  kind  of  compoiltion,  and 


able  to  comply  with  the  publick  tafte 
through  all  it's  variations.  By  fome 
opinion  like  this,  manv  men  have  beeft 
engaged,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  attempts 
whid  they  had  not  time  to  complete, 
and,  after  a  few  weak  efforts,  fimk  into  \ 
the  grave  with  vexation  to  fee  the  rifing  j 

feneration  gain  ground  upon  thenw 
rom  thefe  failures  the  higheft  genius 
is  not  exempt ;  that  judgment  which  ap- 
pears fo  penetrating  when  it  is  employed 
upon  the  works  of  others,  very  often 
fails  where  intereft  or^paHion  can  exert 
their  power.  We  are  bfinded  in  ex- 
amining our  own  labours  by  innume- 
rable ptejudices.  Our  juvende  compo- 
fitions  pleafe  us,  becaufe  they  bring  to 
our  minds  the  remembrance  of  youth  f 
our  later  performances  we  are  ready  to 
efteem,  becaufe  we  are  uBwining  to 
think  that  we  have  made  no  improve-  ♦ 
ment :  what  flows  cafily  fi-om  the  pen 
charms  tu,  becaufe  we  read  with  plea- 
iure  that  which  flatters  our  opinion  of 
our  own  powers ;  what  was  compofed 
with  great  (b-uggles  of  the  mind  we  do 
not  eafily  rejeftToecaufe  we  cannot  bear 
that  fo  much  labour  ihould  be  fruitlefs. 
But  the  reader  has  none  of  thefe  prepof- 
feflions,  and  wonders  that  the  author  is  \ 
fo  unlike  himfelf,  without  confidering  ( 
that  the  fame  foil  will,  with  different  J 
culture,  afford  different  produ6ls.         ^ 


N«XXII.   SATURDAY,  JUNE  2,  1730. 


*^'"4G0  NSC  STUniVM  SINK   PIVITS  VSNA, 

MEC  mVDX  ^VID  raOSIT  WIPZO  IVOZVIVU,  >ktTZKIV8  SIO 

ALTXKA  rOSCIT  OrXM  1X8,    ET  CONJUtAT  AMICE. 

Hoe. 
withoot  a  cenius  llaening  soaes  in  tain; 
akd,  without  lcanning,  cenivs  sinks  again  *. 
tneia  foacx  united  ceowns  the  sfeigntlt  eeign. 


} 


EtFRlNSTOt;* 


WI T  and  L«anttiig  were  the  chil- 
dren of  ApoUo,  by  difiVrent 
IMhers  J  Wit  was  the  offspring  of  Eu- 
^hroTyne,  and  refembied  her  in  cheerful- 
fteis  and  vivacity  \  Lemoning  was  bom 
•f  Sophia,  and  retained  her  ierioufnefs 
tod  caution.  As  their  mothers  wei-e 
rivals,  they  were  bred  up  by  them  from 
their  birth  in  habitual  oppofition ;  and 
ill  means  were  fo  incclfantly  employed 
to  impreffi  upon  them  a  hatred  and  con- 
tempt of  each  other,  fhitt  though  Apollo, 
^hoforeiaw  the  ill  eifc^^^s  of  their  dif- 
cord;  ^mjelvoiii^d  to  fofcen  them  by 


dividing  his  regard  equally  between 
them,  ytft  his  impartiafity  and  kindnerf 
were  without  effeA ;  the  maternal  ani^ 
mofity  was  deeply  rooted,  having  becil 
intermingled  with  their  Mt  ideas,  and 
was  confirmed  every  hour,  as  freflx  op- 
portunities occurred  of  exerting  it .  No 
fooner  were  they  of  agje  to  be  received 
into  the  apartments  of  the  other  celes- 
tials, than  Wit  began  to  entertain  Venus 
at  her  toilet,  by  aping  the  fblenmity 
of  Learning,  and  Learning  to  diver f 
NTincrva  at  hex,  loom,  by  expofing  the 
biiradcrs  and  ignorance  of  Wit. 
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Thus  tbcygrcw  up,  with  malice  per- 
petually increafmg,  oy  the  ci^courage- 
roent  which  each  received  from  thofc 
whom,  their  mothers  had  perfuaded  to 
patronize  antl  fu^port  them ;  and  longed 
to  be  admitted  to  the  table  of  Jupiter, 
not  (b  much  for  the  hope  of  gaining 
honour,  as  of  excluding'a  rival  trom  all 
pretenflons  to  regartl,  and  of  putting 
an  everlafting  ftop  to  the  progrel's  of 
that  influence  which  either  believed  the 
other  to  Wve  obtained  by  mean  ai'ts 
and  falfe  appearances. 

At  latt  the  day  came  when  they  were 
both,  with  the  ufual  folemnities,  re- 
ceived into  the  clafs^of'fiipcrior  deities, 
and  allowed  to  take  neitar  from  the 
hand  of  Hebe.  But  fiom  that  hour  Con- 
cord loft  her  authority  at  the  table  of 
Jupiter.  The  rivals,  animated  by  their 
new  dignity,  and  incited  by  the  alter- 
nate applauies  of  the  aflbciiite  powers, 
hai-aflca  each  other  by  incefiant  cuntells, 
with  fuch  a  regular  vicIiTitude  of  vic- 
tory, that  neither  was  dcpreffed. 

It  was  obfci-vable,  that,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  every  debate,  the  advantage 
was  on  the  iide  of  Wit  j  and  that,  at  the 
firlt  Tallies,  the  whole  aflcmbly  fpurkled, 
according  to  Homer's  expremon,  with 
unextinguifhable  merriment.  But  Learn- 
ing would  relcrvc  her  ftrength  till  the 
burft  of  aj»pl3ufe  was  over,  and  the 
languor  with  which  the  violence  of  joy 
is  always  fuccecded,  began  to  promife 
more  calm' and  patient  attention.  She 
then  attempted  her  defence ;  and,  by 
comparing  one  part  of  her  antagonift's 
objc6lion8  y^itn  another,  coiiynonly 
made  him  confute  himfelf ;  or  by  /hew- 
ing how  fmall  a  part  of  the  queflion  he 
had  taken  into  his  view,  proved  tkit 
his  opinion  could  have  no  weigjht.  The 
audience  hcgui  gradually  to  lay  afide 
their  prepoUeiTions ;  and  rofe,  at  lafl, 
with  great  veneration  foi'  Learning,  but 
with  greater  kindnefs  for  Wit. 

Their  conduft  was,  whenever  they 
deiired  to  recommend  themfelves  to  dii- 
tinflion,  entirely  oppofite.  Wit  was 
daring  and  adventurous ;  Learning  cau- 
tious and  deliberate.  Wit  thou^t  no- 
thing reproachful  but  dullnefs ;  Learn- 
ing was  a&aid  of  no  imputation  but 
that  of  error.  Wit  anfwcred  before  he 
underftood,  left  his  quicknefs  of  ap- 
preheniion  (hould  be  quedioned ;  Learn- 
«g  paufed  where  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty, led  any  infidious  fophilm  (hould 
Ik  usKlifcovei-ed.     Wit  perplexed  eveiy 


debate  by  rapidity  and  confufiori ;  Learn-* 
ing  tilled  the  hearers  with  endlefsdiftinc- 
tions,  and  prolonged  the  difpute  with- 
out advantage,  by  proving  that  which 
nev«r  was  denied.  Wit,  in  hopes  of 
ililnlng,  would  ventiu\:  to  produce  what 
he  had  not  confidered,  and  often  ikic- 
ceeded  beyond  his  own  expeftation,  by 
following  the  train  of  a  lucky  thought  j 
Learning  would  i"eje6l  every  new  notion, 
for  fear  ot  being  intangled  in  confequences 
which  flie  could  not  forefee,  and  was  otten 
hindered,  by  her  caution,,  from  pitflln^, 
her  advantages  and  fubduing  her  op- 
ponent. 

Both  had  prejudices,  which  in  fomc 
degiee  hindered  their  progrefs  towai^s 
bcifeftion,  and  left  them  open  to  attacks* 
Novelty  was  the  darling  of  Wit,  and 
Antiquity  of  Learning.  To  Wit,  all 
that  was  new  was  fpecious }  to  Learning, 
whatever  was  ancient  was  venerable. 
Wit,  however,  feldom  failed  to  divert 
tliole  whom  he  could  not  convince,  and 
to  convince  was  not  often  his  ambition  ; 
Leaming^  always  fupported  her  opinion 
with  fomany  collateral  tiiiths,  that,  when 
the  caufe  was  decided  againft  her,  her 
arguments  were  remembered  with  ad« 
miration. 

Nothing  was  more  common,  on  either 
fide,  than  to  quit  their  proper  chai^c^ 
tei-s,  and  to 'hope  for  a  complete  con- 
qiielt  by  the  ufe  of  the  weapons  which 
had  been  employed  againil  them.  Wit 
would  fomctmies  labour  a  fyllogifhi,  and 
Learning  diftort  hei-  featui'es  with  a  jeft  j 
but  they  always  lufFei-ed  by  the  e>cpei'i- 
ment,  arid  betrayed  themfelves  to  con- 
futation or  contempt.  The  Terioufnefs 
of  Wit  was  without  dignity,  and  the 
merriment  of  Learning  without  viva- 
city. 

Their  contcfts,  by  long  continuance , 
grew  at  laft  important,  and  the  divini- 
ties broke  into  parties.  Wit  was  takett 
into  proteftion  of  the  laughter -lovipg 
Venus,  had  a  retinue  allowed  him  <S 
Smiles  and  X^ft^>  and  was  often  nennitted 
to  dance  among  the  Graces.  Learning 
ftill  continued  3ie  fiivourite  of  Minerva, 
and  feldom  went  out  of  her  palace  with-< 
out  a  tiain  of  the  feverer  virtues,  Chaf- 
tity.  Temperance,  Foititttde^  and  La- 
bour. Wit,  cohabiting  with  Malice, 
had  a  fon  named  Satyr,  who  followed 
hun,  carrying  a  quiver  filled  with  poi- 
foncd  arrows,  which,  where  they  once 
drew  blood,  could  by  no  flcill  ever  be 
extrafted*    Thefe  arrows  he  Sequent ly 
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fcot  at  Lcanung,  wbcn  flic  was  moft 
wncftlyor  ufefSfly  employed,  engaged 
in  abftrufe  enquiries,  or  giving  inlti-uc- 
tMnsiohcrfoilawers.  Minerva  thei'e- 
fere  deputed  Criticifin  to  her  aid,  who 
genoally  broke  the  point  of  Satyr's  ai'- 
m%f  turned  them  z&^c,  or  retorted 
tljcmon  himfclf. 

Jupiter  was  at  laft  angry,  that  the 
peace  (£  the  heavenly  regions  fliould  be 
IB  perpetual  danger  of  violation,  and  re- 
folvtd  to  dtfmils  thcfe  troublclbme  an- 
tagonifts  to  the  low«nr  world.  Hither 
tlweforc  th(?y  came,  and  carried  on  their 
aocient  quarrel  among  mortids;  nor  was 
either  long  without  lealous  votaries. 
Wit,  by  his  gaiety,  captivated  the  youn^ 
and  Learning,  by  her  authority,  influ- 
enced the  old.  Their  power  quickly 
appeared  by  very  eminent  efflcflsi  thea- 
tres were  built  for  the  reception  of  Wit, 
and  colleges  endowed  for  ,the  xefidence 
of  Learning.  Each  party  endeavoured 
tooutvy  the  other  in  coft  and  magni- 
ficence, and  to  propagate  an  opinion, 
that  it  was  neceliary,  from  the  hrft  itn- 
trance  into  life,  to  enlift  in  one  of  the 
Mions;  and  that  none  could  hope  for 
the  r^;ard  of  either  divinity,  who  had 
once  entered  the  temple  of  the  rival 
power. 

There  was  indeed  a  clafs  of  mortals 
by  whom  Wit  and  I.eaming  were  equally 
difregarded :  thefe  were  the  devotees  of 
Plutus,  the  god  of  riches  5  among  thefe 
it  feldom  happened  that  the  gaiety  of 
Wit  could  raile  a  fmile,  or  the  eloquence 
of  Learning  procure  attention.  In  re- 
venge of  this  contempt  they  agreed  to 
incite  their  fdlowers  againft  theraj  but 
^  forces  that  were  fent  on  thofe  expe* 


ditions  frequently  betrayed  their  trufl:; 
and,  in  contempt  of  the  orders  which 
they  had  received,  flattered  the  rich  ia 
publick,  while  they  fcorned  them  in 
their  hearts;  and  when,  by  this  trca- 
c'.v  ry,  they  had  obtained  the  favour  of 
Phi: us,  aflfefled  to  look  with  an  air  of 
fuperiorlty  on  thofe  who  ftill  remained 
in  the  fervice.of  Wit  and  Learning, 

Difgufted  with  thefe  dcfertions,  the 
two  rivals,  at  the  fame  time,  petitione4 
Jupiter  for  re-admiflion  to  their  native 
habitations.    Jupiter  thundered  on  the 
right-hand,  and  ,they  prepared  to  obey 
the  happy  fummons.  Wit  readily  ipread 
his  wings,  and  foared  aloft;  but  not  being 
able  to  fee  far,  was  bewildered  in  the 
pathlefs  immenfity  of  the  ethereal  fpaces. 
Learning,  who  knew  the  way,  fliook 
herf)inions;  but  for  want  of  natural 
vigour,  could  only  take  fliort  flights  i 
fo,  after  many  efforts,  they  both  funk 
again  to  the  ground;  and  learned,  from 
their  mutual  diftrefs,    the  neceflity  of 
union.      They   therefore  joined  their 
hands,  and  renewed  their  flight:  Learn- 
ing was  borne  up  by  the  vigour  of  Wit, 
and  Wit  guided  by  the  perfpicacity  of 
Learning.    They  foon  reached  the  dwel- 
lings of  Jupiter,  and  were  fo  endeared 
to  each  other,  that  they  lived  afterwards , 
in  perpetual  concord.     Wit  perfuaded 
Learning  to  converfe  with  the  Graces, 
and  Learning  engaged  Wit  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Virtues.     They  were  now 
the  favourites  of  all  the  powers  of  hea- 
ven, and  glaildened  eveiy  banquet  by 
their  prefence.  They  foon  after  married, 
at  the  command  of  Jupiter;  and  had 
a  numerous  progeny  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences. 


N«»XXni:  TUESDAY,  JUNE  s,  1750. 


T»E«  MIHX  C0NV1V-*  ?RO?E   DI8SENTIKE  TIDEMTVR; 
T08CERTUR  VAIIO  MVLTVM  DlVERSA  JA^ATO. 

HOR. 
THREE  GUESTS  I   HATE,  DISSENTING   AT  MY  PEAST, 
»E<^UIRING   EACH   TO  CRATtFY    HIS   TAST^ 
WITH   DIFFEREHT  FOOD.  FrANCXS. 


THAT  every  man  ihould  regulate 
his  a^ons  by  his  own  conlclence, 
without  any  regard  to  the  opinions  of 
the  reft  of  the  worid^  is  one  of  the  flrd 
precepts  of  mof^  prudence ;  juftifled 
not  only  by  the  fuffirage  of  reafon, 
Mdiadi  declares  that  none  of  the  gifts  of 
pcireti  are  to  lie  uf^fs,  but  by  the  voice 


likewife  of  experience,  which  will  fbon 
inform  us,  that,  if  we  make  the  praife 
or  blame  of  others  the  rule  of  our  con  7 
du6t,  we  fliall  be  diftra6^ed  by  a  bound- 
lefs  variety  of  irreconcileable  judgments, 
be  held  in  perpetual  fufpencc  between 
conti-ary  impultes,  and  confult  for  ever 
without  determination. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  it  is  not  neceflfary  for  an  author 
ttrphct  fome  confidence  in  his  own  (ktll, 
«id  to  latisfy  himlclf  in  the  koowled^ 
chat  he  has  not  deviated  irona  the  efta« 
UHhed  laws  of  compoHtion,  without 
Jbbniitting  his  work&v  t9  freqtient  exa- 
minations before  he  gives  than  to  the 
piiblicki  or  endeavouring  to  fccure  fuc- 
cds  by  a  folicitous  contbrmity  to  ad- 
vice and  criticifin. 

It  is,  indeed,  quickly  dircovci-able, 
that   confultntion  and   conipiiance  can 
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iider  the  merit  of  a  produAion  yet  un* 
publifhed,  he  hring&  an  imagination 
tieated  with  obje^ions  to  paflkges  which 
he  has  yet  never  heard  }  he  invokes  aU 
the  powers  of  cridcifm,  and  Aoreshis  me« 
mory  with  Tafte  and  Grace,  Furitv  an4 
Delicacv,  Manners  and  Unities;  ioumb 
which,  Baving  been  once  uttered  by  dwfe 
that  tinderftcKKl  them,  have  been  fince 
re -echoed  without  meaning,  and  kept  vf 
to  the  difturbance  of  the  workl,  by  a 
conltant  repcrcuOion  frt>m  one  coxcomb 
to  another.  He  confiders  hinifelf  as 
condtice  little  to  the  perfe^ion  of  any  obliged  to  ftiew,  by  ibme  proof  of  bis 
performance ;  for  whoever  is  ib     abilities,  that  he  is  not  confuHcd  to  no 


literary  , ^       , 

doobthil  of  his  own  Ibilaies  as  to  en 
couraee  the  remarks  of  othei-s,  will  find 
bimfclf  every  day  cmbaiTafled  with  new 
cKfficulties,  and  will  harafs  his  myid, 
rn  vain,,  with  the  hopelefs  labom*  of 
fmlting  heterogeneous  ideas,  digcfting 
independent  hmts,  and  coUeftin^  into 
one  point  the  leveral  rays  of  borrowed 
Bghty  emitted  often  with  contrary  di- 
seetions. 

Of  all  authors  thoie  who  retail  their 
hbour  in  periodical  (heets  would  be 
moft  unhappy,  if  they  were  much  to 
rcffaid  the  ccnfures  or  the  admonitions 
oftheir  readers :  for,  as  thei^*  works  are 
tjjpt  tent  into  the  worM  at  once,  but  by 
imhll  parts  in  gradual  fucceflion,  it  is 
always  imagined,  by  thole  who  thirtk 
themfdvts  qnalificd  to  give  inlh-ufliousy 
tffat  they  may  yet  redeem  their  former 
fajlings  by  hearkening  to  better  judges, 
and  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  their  plan 
by  the  help  of  the  criticUms  which  arc 
fo  libcrallv  afforded. 

I  have  ^od  occafion  to  obferve,  fbme- 
tiraes  with  vexation,  and  fometimes  with 
meninacnt,  the  different  temper  with 
which  the  fame  man  reads  a  pnnted  and 
fnantifcript  performance,  \vhen  a  book 
is  once  in  the  hands  of  the  publick,  it 
U  confidered  as  permanent  and  unalter- 
^\J\e.  J  and  the  reader,  il  he  be  free  from 
pcrfonal  piTJudices,  takes  it  up  with  no 


pufpofcj  and  therefore  watches  every 
opening  for  objeflion,  and  looks  round 
for  every  opportunity  to  propofe  Ibmc 
fpecious  aitei*ation.  Such  opportuni- 
ties a  very  fmall  degree  of  fagacity 
will  enable  him  to  find  j  for,  in  every 
wflrk  of  imagination,  the  dilpofition  of 
parts,  the  inlertion  of  incidents,  and 
ufc  of  decorations,  may  be  varied  a 
thouland  wap  with  equaj  proprietv»  and* 
as  in  things  nearly  equal,  that  wiU  al- 
ways feem  heft  to  every  man  which  he 
himfelf  produces,  the  critick,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  is  oi^y  to  propofe,  without  the 
care  of  execution,  can  nevtr  want  the 
(atisfa£lion  of  believing  that  he  has  fug- 
gefbxt  very  important  improvements,  nor 
the  power  of  enforcing  his  ^vice  by  ar- 
guments, which  as  they  appear  convinc- 
ing to  himfelf,  either  his  kindncfs  or  his 
vanity  will  prefs  obllinately  and  impor- 
tunately, without  fufpicion  that  he  may 
poffibly  judge  to©  mM\y  in  favour  of 
his  own  i^lvicci  or  enauiry  whether  the 
advantage  of  the  nexv  fcheme  be  propotn 
tionate  to  the  labour. 

It  is  obJiprved  bv  the  younger  Plinv, 
that  an  orator  oueht  not  fo  p^ch  to  fc- 
left  tlic  flrongeff  arguments  which  his 
caufe  admits,  as  to  eiupby,  all  wl^h  his 
imagination  can  afford:  for,  in  plsading, 
thole  reafbns  are  of  moft  value  which 
will  mofl   afTeft  the  judges  ;  and  the- 


other  intention  than  of  pleafing  or  ip-  judges,  fajrs  he,  will  be  always  rooft 
ftni<5>ing  himfelf;  he  accommodates  his  t^^^^-^'^A  .-"*w  ♦i,^#  .^u:^u  ♦!,-..  »»^i  1^^,.^ 
rairdto  the  author's  defignj  and,  having 
w^  interefl  m  rcfi;fing  the  amiifement 
that  is  ofFeijW  him,  never  inten-iwits  his 
own  tranquillity  by  fludied  cavil«,  or 
deflroys  his  Satisfaction  in  that  which  is 
already  well,  by  an  anxious  enquiry 
how  it  miffht  be  better;  but  is  often  con- 
tented without  ples^ure,  and  plcafed 
wifhout  perfe^ion, 

But  if^the  f?mt  m^n  be  called  to  con- 


touched  with  that  which  they  had  Ixfore. 
conceived.  Every  man  who  is  called  t« 
give  his  opinion  of  a  performance,  de- 
cides upon  the  fame  principles ;  he  firft 
fnfFers  himfelf  to  form  expectations,  awl 
then  is  angiy  at  his  difappointmcnt.  He 
lets  his  imaginntton  rove  at  lai^,  and 
wonders  that  another,  equally  uncon- 
fincd  in  the  boimdlefs  oce-an  of  poflibi- 
lity,  takes  3  different  couric. 

But,  though  the  r^ilc  of  Pliny  l>e  jii- 
dicioufly  . 
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Acioufly  laid  down,  it  is  not  applicable 
to  the  writer's  caule,  becaiifc  there  al- 
ways lies  an  appeal  from  domeftick  cri- 
Hciiin  to  a  tuenel'  judicature ;  and  the 
J)ublick,  whicQ  is  never  corrupted,  nor. 
often  deceived,  is  to  pafsthe  laft  ien- 
tence  upon  literary  ciairns. 

Of  the  great  £orce  of  preconceived  opi- 
nktii  I  h^  many  proofs,  when  I  nrft 
entered  upon  this  weekly  labour.  My 
readers  having,  from  the  performances 
of  my  predeceflbrs,  eftablilhed  an  idea 
of  ttoconnecled  effays,  to  which  they  be- 
lieved sdl  future  authors  under  a  necef- 
/ityof  conforming,  were  impatient  of 
the  leaft  deviation  from  their  fyftem ;  and 
numerous  remonftrances  were  accord- 
ingly made  by  each,  as  he  found  his  fa- 
vourite fubjea  omitted  or  delayed.  Some 
were  angry  that  the  Rambler  did  not,^ 
like  the  Spe£btor,  introduce  himfelf  to 
the  acquamtance  of  the  publick,  by  an 
account  of  his  own  birth  and  fhidies,  an 
enumeration  of  his  adventures,  and  a 
ddcriptionof  his  phyfiognomy.  Others 
ioon  bmn  to  remark  that  he  was  a  fo- 
Icmn,  iSious,  di6latorial  writer,  with- 
out rprightlineTs  or  gaiety,  and  called 
out  with  vehemence  for  mirth  and  hu- 
mour. , Another  admonifhed  him  jto  have 
a  fpecial  eye  upon  the  various  clubs  of 
this  great  city  j  and  informed  him,  that 
much  of  the  Sp^ator's  vivacity  was  laid 
out  upon  fuch  4Aemblies.  He  has  been 
cenfured  for  not  imitating  the  politeneTs 
of  his  predeceflbrs,  having  hitl^rto  neg- 
left<5d  to  take  the  ladies  under  his  pro- 
tection, and  j^ve  them  rules  for  the  jufl 
oppofition  of  colours,  and  the  proper 
dWnlious  of  ruffles  and  pinners.    He 


has  been  required  by  one  to  fix  i  parti- 
cular cenfure  upon  thofe  matrons  who 
play  at  cards  with  fpeflacles.  And  ano- 
ther is  very  much  offended  whenever  he 
meets  with  a  fpeculation  in  which  naked 
precepts  are  comprized  without  the  ii- 
tuihation  of  examples  and  chai1i5lers. 

I  make  not  the  leaft  queftion  that  all 
the(^  monitors  intend  the  promotion  of 
my  defign,  and  the  inflru6tion  of  my 
readers  i  but  they  do  not  know,  or  do 
not  reflefl,  that  an  author  has  a  rule  of 
.  choice  peculiar  to  himfelf;  and  felcfts 
thofe  rubje£U  which  he  is  beft  qualified 
to  treat,  by  the  courfe'of  his  ftudies,  or 
the.  accidents  of  his  life;  that  fbine  to- 
picks  of  amufemeiit  have  been  already 
ti-eated  with  too  much  fuccefs  to  invite  a 
competition;  and  that  he  vrho  endeavours 
to  gain  many  readers  muft  try  various 
arts  of  invitation,  effey  every  avenue 
of  pleadu^,  and  make  freouent  changes 
in  nis  methods  of  appfoacn. 

I  cannot  but  conhder  myfelf,  amidfi 
diis  tumult  of  criticifm,  as'  a  /hip  in  a  \ 
poetical  tempeft,  impelled  at  the  fame  i 
time  by.  oppofite  winds,  and  da/he;!  bv  / 
the  waves  from  every  quarter,  but  hell 
upright  by  the  conti*ariety  of  the  alfail- 
ants,  and  (ecured,  in  fome ,  meafiire,  by 
multiplicity  of  diftrel's.  Had  the  opi- 
nion  of  my  cenfiirers  been  imaaimous,  it 
might  perhaps  have  overfet  my  lelblu- 
tion  ;  but  fince  I  find  them  au variance 
with  each  other,  I  cam,  without  fcniple, 
negleCl  them,  and  endeavmir  to  gain  the 
favour  of  the  publick  by  following  the 
direflion  of  my  own  reaibn,  and  imluljr- 
ing  the  fallies  of  my  own  imagina- 
tion. 


N«  XXIV.   SATURDAY,  JUNE  9,  1750 


XBMO  XK  SBSE  TKNTAT  OESCXNDXJ^X. 


HOHX,  NONE  DSSCXMDS  XKTO  HlMSXLr. 


Pxtsiui* 


AMONG  the  precepts, or  aphorlfins,^ 
admitted  by  general  content,  and 
ificolcated  by  frequent  repetition,  there 
^  none  more  £ui]ous  among  the  maf^ers 
(nf  ancient  wiidom,  dian  that  compen- 
dious leffim,  <  VfS^  rs«i;}Sr«-Beacq\iaint- 
*  «i  widi  tMHf /  afcribed  by  fame  to  an 
<)nde,  and  by  otfaen  to  Chilo  of  Lace- 

This  is,  indeed,  a  dilate  which  in 
^  ^"We  extent  «f  it't  meaning  may 


be  faid  to  comprife  all  the  fpecuhtion 
requiitte  to  a  moral  agent.  For  what 
more  can  be  necefTary  to  the  regularion 
of  life,  than  the  knowkdge  of  our  ori- 
gintJ,  our  end,  our  duties  and  our  re- 
Mtion^to  other  beings  ? 

It  is  however  very  iraprohal  1:  that 
the  firft  author,  whoever  he  wrs,  ntend  - 
ed  to  be  utiderftoud  in  this*  unhmttr  I 
tnd  complicated  fenfe;  for  of  the  in- 
quiries which  in  lo  large  ajj  accepta^u.*' 
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it  would  feem  to  recommend,  ferae  are 
too  extcnfive  for  the  powers  of  man,  and 
fome  require  light  from  above,  which 
was  not  yet  indulged  to  the  heathen  world . 

We  might  have  had  more  iUti«fa£lion 
concerning  the  original  import  of  this 
cclebi-ated  fentcnce,  if  hiilory  had  in* 
formoi  us,  whether  it  vaas  uttered  ae  a 
general  in(lru5lion  to  mankind,  or  as 
a  particular  caution  to  fome  private  in- 
ouirer ;  whether  it  was  applied  to  fome 
ungle  occailon,  or  laid  down  as  the  uni- 
Tcrfal  rule  of  life. 

There  will  occur,  upon  the  flighted 
confidtration,  many  pofllble  circum* 
4Jances  in  which  this  monition  might 
vciy  properly  be  enforced ;  for  every  er- 
ror in  human  condu6l  muft  aiife  from 
ignorance  in  ourlelves,  either  perpetual 
or  tempoi-aryj  and  happen  either  be- 
caufe  wj  do  not  know  what  is  heft  and 
i^tttfr,  or  hecaiiic  our  knowledge  is  at 
thctinicof  af^ion  not  prcfent  t(^  the  mine). 

When  a  m.in  employs  himfelf  upon 
xemotc  and  unnccclTary  fubje6is  and 
wafles  his  life  upon  queftions,  which 
rannot  be'  rffolvcd,  and  of  which  the 
folutions  would  conduce  veiy  Tittle  to  thti 
tdvancemcnt  of  happlnefs;  wdieji  he  la- 
Tifhcs  his  hours  in  calculating  the 
height  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  or  in 
'adjultlng  fuccelTive  fyftems  of  worlds 
fccyond  tlie  reach  of  the  telcfcope;  he 
may  be  very  properly  recalled  from  his 
^xcurdons  by  this  precept,  and  remind- 
ed, that  there  is  a  neai-er  Being  with 
wliicb  it  is  his  duty  to  hemore  acquaint- 
ed j  and  from  which  his  attention  has 
hitherto  been  withheld  by  ftudies  to 
vrhich  he  has  no  other  motive  than  vani- 
ty or  cuHofity. 

The  great  praife  of  Socrates  is,  that 
he  drew  the  wits  of  Greece,  by  his  in. 
ftru6>ion  and  example,  from  the  vain 
•urliiif  of  natural  philofophy  to  moral 
inquiries,  and  turned  their  thoughts 
from  ftars  and  tides,  and  matter  and  ino- 
tion,  upon  the  various  modes  of  virtue, 
and  relations  of  life.  All  his  leftures 
were  but  commentaries  upon  this  lay- 
ing; if  we  fuppofc  the  knowledge  of 
ourielves  recommended  by  Chilo,  in  op- 
pofifion  to  other  inquiries  lefs  fui table 
tu  the  Hate  of  man. 

The  gr<;at  fault  of  men  of  learning 
is  ftiU,  tliat  they  offend  againlt  thi«  rule, 
and  appear  willinjr  to  l&dy  any  thing 
rather  than  them  felvcs;  for  which  rea- 
ion  thcv  arc  ot'tca  defpifed  by  thofe 
wl:h  whom   they  imagine  themfdvcs 
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above  comparifbn  j  defpifid,  At  ufeleA 
to  common  purpofes,  as  unable  to  coa* 
duft  the  moft  trivial  affairs,  and  un- 
qualified to  perform  thofe  offices  hf 
which  the  concatenation  of-  fociety  it 
preiei*ved)  and  mutual  tendemefs  excited 
and  maintained. 

Gclidus  is  a  man  of  great  penetration* 
and  deep  rcfearches.  Havmg  a  mind 
naturally  formed  for  the  abfbrufer  fci- 
ences,  he  can  comprehend  intricate  com- 
binations without  confuiion ;  and,  being 
of  a  temper  naturally  tool  and  edual, 
he  is  felaom  interrupted  by  his  paiuons 
in  the  purfuit  of  the  longeft  chain  of  un- 
expected conlequences.  He  has,  there- 
foie,  a  long  time  indulged  hopes,  that 
the  fblution  of  fome  problems,  by  which 
the  profeflbrs  of  fcience  have  been  hither- 
fo  baffled,  is  refei-ved  foi*  his  genius  and 
indullry.  He  fpends  his  time  in  the 
highell  room  of  his  houfe,  into  which 
none  of  the  family  are  fuffered  to  enter ; 
and  when  he  comes  down  to  his  dinner, 
Qj*  liis  refl,  he  walks  about  like  a  fti-an- 
ger  that  is  there  only  for  a  day  without 
any  tokens  of  regard  or  tendemcfs .  He 
has  totally  divefted  himfelfbf  all  human 
fcnfatioiis  j  he  has  neither  eye  for  beau- 
ty, nor  ear  for  complaint ;  he  neither  rtv 
joices  at  the  good  fortune  of  his  r.iarclt 
friend,  nor  monmt  for  any  publick  or 
pnvate  calamity.  Having  once  rfcci\td 
a  letter,  and  given  it  his  fervant  to  read, 
he  was  informed,  that  it  was  written  from 
his  brother,  who,  being  fhipwrecked, 
had  fwom  naked  to  land,  and  tvas  def- 
titute  of  necefTarleS  in  a  foreign  country. 

<  Naked  and  deftitute !'  fays  GeKdus; 

*  reach  down  thelaft  volume  of  moteorO" 

<  logical  obfer  vat  ions,  exti-aft  an  exa6^ 
^  account  of  the  wind,  and  note  it  care- 
«  Rdly  in  the  diaiy  of  the  weather.' 

The  family  of  Gelidus  once  broke  in- 
to his  f!udy,  to  fhew  him  that  a  town 
at  a  fmall  di  (lance  was  on  fire,  and  in  a 
few  moments  a  fei*vant  came  to  tell  hin» 
that  tlie  flame  had  caught  fo  fnany 
hoiUes  on  both  fides,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants were  confounded,  and.  be^an  to. 
think  of  rather  elcaping  with  their  lives 
than  faving  their  dwellings.  *  What  yo« 

*  tell  me,'  fays  Gelidus,  *  is  very  pro- 

*  bablci  for  fire  natui-ally  afts  ina  circle.* 
Thus  lives  this  great  philofophcr,  in-' 

fenfible  to  every  fpe^acle  of  diftrefs,  and 
unmoved  by  the   loudeft  call. of  Ibci^ 
nature,   for  want   of  «onfidering    ihait, 
men  are  defigned  for  the  fuccour  and ' 
coinfprt  of  each  others  that  thou|^  there 
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ire  hours  which  may  be  htiddblv'Q»ent 
upon  knowlectee  not  immediately  ufe- 
ful,  yet  the  fim  attention  is  due  to  prac- 
tical virtiie  ;  and  that  he  may  be  juftly 
driven  out  from  the  commerce  of  man- 
kind who  has  fo  far  abltra^ed  him^lf 
from  the  fpecies,  as  to  partake  neither 
of  the  joys  nor  griefs  of  others,  but 
ncgie£h  the  endearments  of  his  wife, 
and  the  ^careifes  of  his  children,  to  count 
the  drops  of  rain,  note  the  changes  of 
the  wind,  and  calculate  the  eclipfes  ui  the 
moons  of  Jupiter. 

I  Ihall  reftrve  to  Come  future  paper  the 
religious  and  important  meaning  of  this 
epitome  of  wifdom :  and  only  remark, 
that  it  may  be  applied  to  the  gay  and 
light,  as  well  as  to  the  grave  and  iolemn 
parts  of  lifej  and  that  not  only  the 
pbilofopher  may  forfeit  his  pretences  to 
real  learning,  but  the  wit  and  the  beau- 
ty may  mifcarry  in  their  fchcmes  by  the 
want  of  this  univerfal  requifite,  the 
knowledge  of  themfelves. 

It  is  furely  for  no  other  reaibn  that 
we  fee  fuch  numbers  refolutely  flnig- 
gling  againll  nature,  and  contending  for 
that  which  they  never  can  attain,  endea- 
vouring to  unite  contradictions,  and  de- 
termined to  excel  in  chara£lers  incon- 
fiftcnt  with  each  other;  that  ftock -job- 
bers affe^l  drefs,  gaiety,  and  elegance, 
and  mathematicians  labour  to  be  wits ; 
that  the  foldler  teazes  his  acquaintance 
with  queftions  in  theology,  and  the'  aca- 
demick  hopes  to  divert  the  ladies  by  a 
recital  of  bis  gallantries.  That  abfurcfity 
of  pride  could  proceed  only  from  igno. 
rancc  of  themfelvcs,  by  which  Garth  at- 
tempted criticiim,  and  Congpeve  waved 
his  title  to  dramatick  reputation,  and  det 
^  to  be  cgnfidencd  only  as  a  gentjeman. 


Euphues,  with  grett  parts  and  exten- 
fivc  knowledge^  has  a  clouded  afpeft 
and  imgractous  form';  yet  it  has  beett 
his  ambition,  from  his  fijft  entrance  in- 
to life,  to  diftinguiih  himfelf  by  particu- 
larities in  his  drefs,  to  outvie  beaus  in 
embroidery,  to  import  new  trimmine^s, 
and  to  be  fbremoft  m  the  fafhton.  Eu. 
phues  has  turned  on  his  exterior  appear., 
ance  that  attention  which  would  al- 
ways have  produced  efteem  had  it  been 
fixed  upon  his  mind ;  And  though  h^ 
viitues  and  ^abilities  luive  preiared  him 
from  the  contempt  which  ne  Im  fb  dilir 
gently  folicited,  he  has,  at  leaf^,  raifed 
one  impediment  to  his  reputation ;  flnce 
all  can  judge  of  his  drefs,  but  few  of 
his  utKlerftandii:^ ;  and  many  who  dif- 
cem  that  he  is  a  fop,  are  unwilling  to 
believe  that  he  can  be  wife. 

There  is  one  inflance  in  which  the 
ladies  are  particularly  unwilling  to  ob* 
ierve  the  rule  of  Chilo.  They  are  de- 
iirous  to  hide  from  themfelves  the  ad- 
vances of  age,  and  endeavour  too  frc- 
qucnfly  to  Uipply  the  fbrightlinefs  and 
bloom  of  youth  by  artincial  beauty  and 
forced  vivacity.  They  hope  to  inflame  ^ 
the  heart  by  glances  which  have  loli ' 
their  fire,  or  melt  it  by  languor  which 
is  no  longer  delicate  ;  they  play  over  the 
airs  which  pleafed  at  a  tune  when  they 
weie  expeacd  only  to  pleafe,  and  forget 
that  airs,  in  time,  ougnt  to  give  place  to 
viitues.  They  continue  to  trifle,  be- 
caufe  they  could  once  trifle  agreeably, 
till  thofe  who  ihared  their  early  plealiires 
are  withdrawn  to  more  ferious  engage- 
ments ;  and  are  fcarcely  awakened  frorn 
their  dream  of  perjHrtual  youth,  but  by 
the  icom  pf  thole  whom  they  endeavour 
to  rival, 


N^  XXV.  TUESDAY,  JUNE  12,  1750. 


rOttVNT  QJ^'A  rOSIB    VlDEMTUl* 


Virgil. 


^Oa  TKKY  CAN  CONq^VZa  WHO  »E).I£VX  THET  CAN. 

Drydek. 


THERE  arc  fome  rices  and  errors 
which,  though  often  fatal  to  thofe 
m  whom  they  are  found^  have  yet,  by 
the  univerfal  confent  of  mankind,  been 
coniadered  as  entitled  to  fome  degree  of 
refpeft,  or  have,  at  Icaft,  been  exempted 
^gm  contemptuous  infamy,  and .  con- 


demned by  the  fevereft  moralifts  with 
pity  rather  than  deteliation. 

A  conltant  and  invariable  example  of 
this  <i:eneral  partiality  will  be  four.d  in 
the  different  regard  which  has  always 
been  flie\vn  to  rafhnefs  and  coward  ccj 
two  vices  of  which*  though  they  mry 
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be  conceived  eqttaUy  diilant  from  die 
middle  poinr^  where  tpie  fbrtltude  h 
placed,  and  may  equaHj  injure  any  pub- 
lick  or  private  intcreu,  yet  the  one  is 
iievcr  meotioaed  without  ibme  kind  of 
veneration,  and  the  other  always  con- 
fideitid  as  a^pick  of  unlimit«i  and  li- 
centious cenfurcy  on  which  all  the  viru- 
leiice  of  rqiroach  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
erted. 
The  iJwde  di^iaf^ion  is  nudk,  by  the 


profuTionand 

between  many 

t  have  found 

to  the  voice  <^ 

knowledge 


common  fuffrage, 
avarice;  and,  p 
other  Op^pofite  vi<;ct 
realMi  to  pay  great 
%ku  peopl^  is  ca£ 

has  been  Forced  upon  tjbemby experience, 
without  longdeduAions  or  deep  reiearch- 
rs,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
diftributionof  reipe6b  is  not  without  ibme 
amcment  with  the  nature  of  things;  and 
that  in  the  fatikt  which  are  thus  mvefted 
with  extraordinary  privileges,  there  are 
generally  Tome  latent  princmles  of  merit, 
Some  poiiihilities  of  future  vutue ;  which 
may,  by  dtrgrees,  break  fixMn  obftruc- 
fioa,  and  by  time  and  opportunity  be 
brought  into  aft. 

It  may  be  bid  down  as  an  axiom,  that 
it  is  more  eafy  to  take  away  fuperfluitks 
than  to  fupply  defe^ls ;  and  therefore  he 
that  is  culpabk  becaufe  he  has  pafled 
the  middle  point  of  virtue,  is  always  ac- 
counted a  fairer  objeft  of  hope  than 
he  who  fails  by  falling  ihort.  The  one 
has  all  that  perfe£Hon  requires,  and  more, 
but  the  excefs  may  be  eafily  retrenched ; 
the  otlier  wants  the  qualities  requiiite  to 
excellence ;  and  who  can  tell  how  he  (hall 
obtain  them }  We  are  eei  tain  that  the 
horie  may  be  taught  to  ktep  pace  widi 
his  fellows,  whofe  fault  is  that  he  leave* 
tFiem  behind.  We  know  that  a  few 
'  iirokes  of  the  axe  >viJI  lop  a  cedar ;  but 
V  what  arts  of  cultivation  can  elevate  a 
(hrub? 

To  '•alk  with  circumfpe6lion  and 
ftcadinef*  hn  the  richt  path,  at  an  equal 
dUtance  between  tne  extremes  of  error, 
oitght  to  be  the  ^onftant  endeavour  of 
every  reafonable  being;  nor  can  I  think 
thole  teachers  of  mond  wifdom  much  to 
|]^  honoured  as  benefa£lors  to  mankind, 
^vIi^  are  always  enlarging  upon  the  dif- 
6eiilty  of  otir  duties,  and  providing  ra- 
ther excufes  for  vice,  than  incentives  to 
value. 

But,  iince  to  mod  it  will  happen  often, 
and  to  all  fomerimes  that  tb^c  will  be 
a  tkviatjon  towaids  on^  fide  or  the  other. 


we  oug^t«lways  tacnqplayourvigilanc^ 
with  moH:  attention,  on  that  enemy  from 
whldi  there  is  the  greatefb  danger ;  and 
to  flray,  if  we  muft  flray,  tow^uxls  tho(e 
parts  nrom  whence  we  may  quickly  and 
eafily  return. 

Among  other  oppoiite  qualities  of  the 
mind,  ^^ch  may  become  dangerous, 
though  m  different  degrees,  I  have  often 
had  occafion  to  confiJer  the  contrary  ef- 
fe<Sls  of  pivfumption  and  defporKlency; 
of  headj  confidence,  which  promiies  vic- 
tory without  contcft,  ]uid  hemrtkfs  pu; 
fiHanimity,  which  ihrinks  kick  from  the 
thoi^ht  of  great  undertakingSj  confounds 
difficulty  with  impdEbility,  and  confiders 
all  advancement  towards  any  new  attain- 
ment as  inieverfibly  prohibited. 

Prefumption  will  be  eafily  corrected. 
Every  experiment  will  teach  caution ;  and 
mifcarriages  will  hourly  ihew,  that  at- 
tempts are  not  always  rewarded  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  moft  precipitate  ardour  will. 
In  time,  be  Uugkt  the  neceflity  of  me« 
thodical  gradation  and  prepaxutoiy  mea- 
fures ;  and  the  moll  danng  confidaice  be 
convinced  that  neither  merit,  nor  abili- 
ties, can  command  events. 

It  is  the  advantage  of  vehemence  and 
aftivity,  that  they  are  always  haflening 
to  their  own  reformation ;  becaufe  they 
incite  us  to  try  whether  our  expeftations 
are  well  grounded,  and  th^rcmre  deteft 
the  deceits  which  they  are  apt  to  occafion . 
But  timi^ty  is  adifeaieof  themindmore 
obftinate  and  fatal ;  for  a  man  once  per- 
fuaded  that  any  impediment  is  infupera- 
ble,  has  given  it,  virith  refpeft  to  himfelf, 
that  fbrength  and  weight  which  it  had  not 
before*  lie  can  fcarcely  flrive  with  vi- 
gour and  perfeverance,  when  he  has  no 
nope  of  gain'mg  the  vi£lory ;  and  fince 
he  never  will  tr>'  his  fbengtti,  can  never 
difcover  theunreafonablenefs  of  his  fears. 

There  is  often  to  be  fbimd  in  men  de- 
voted to  literature,  a  kind  cf  Jntelk^uai 
cowardice, which  whoever  converfiesmuch 
among  them,  may  obferve  fpe<^ently  to 
deprm  the  alaci'ity  of  enterpnze ;  andi 
by  confequence,  to  retard  the  improve- 
ment of  fcience.  They  have  annnced  to 
every  fpecies  of  knowledge  iomecbime- 
rieal  chara^er  of  teoror  ai^'d  tnhibttiqnt 
which  they  tranfinit,  witliout  much  re- 
fled^ion,  mun  one  to  W>ther;  they  fini 
fright  themfelves,  aiyl  then  propa^te 
the  panick  to  their  fcholars  and  ao^piam't- 
ance.  One  fhidy  is  inconfiflcBt  with  a 
lively  imagination,  another  with  a  folid 
jud^nent  §  one  is  improper  in  the  early 
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partt  of  life,  another  requires  (b  much 
dme,  d»t  it  is  not  to  be  attempted  at  an 
advanced  agej  one  is  diy^  and  contraf^s 
the  ientiments}  another  is  diflfufe»  and 
overburdens  the  memory^}  one  is  infuf- 
ferule  to  tafte  and  delicacy,  and  another 
wears  out  life  in  the  ftud^  of  words, 
-snd  is  ufideis  to  a  wife  man,  who  deiires 
only  die  knowledge  of  things. 

But  of  all  the  bugbears  by  which  the 
Infoftis  barbati'-^sYS  both  young  ^nd 
old,  have  been  hitherto  firiehted  from 
dtgrdSn^  into  new  tra^s  of  learning, 
none  has  been  more  mifchievoufly  efHca- 
cioos  than  an  opinion  that  eveiy  kind  of 
knowledge  requires  a  peculiar  genius,  or 
mental  conltitution,  framed  ror  the  re- 
cation  of  finne  ideas,  and  the  exclufion 
of  others ;  and  that  to  him  whofe  genius 
is  not  adapted  to  the  ftudy  whicli  he  pro- 
iecates,  all  labourihall  bevain  and  firuit- 
leis;  vain,  as  an  endeavour  to  minelel 
oil  and  water,  or,  in  the  language  of  chie-  ) 
mifhy,  to  amalgamate  bodies  of  hetero- 
geneous princij^s. 

This  opinion  we  may  reaibnably  fuf- 
pc£t  to  have  been  propagated,  by  vanity, 
Dcyond  th(  truth.  It  is  natural  for  thofe 
who  have  railed  a  reputation  by  any 
Icience,  to  exalt  themiehres  as  endow- 
ed  by  heaven  with  peculiar  powers,  or 
marked  out  by  an  extraordinary  defig- 
nation  for  their  profeflion;  and  tofri^t 
competitors  away  by  reprefenting  the 
difficulties  with  which  they  muft  con- 
tend, and  the  neceffity  of  qualities  which 
axe  fuppofisdto  be  not  generally  conferred, 
and  which  no  man  can  know,  bqt  by  ex- 
fericacjr,  whether  he  enjoys. 

To  this  fUfoouragement  it  may  be  pof- 
fibty  anfWered,  that  iince  a  eenius,  wtott- 
ever  it  be,  is  like  fire  in  tne  flmt,  only) 
to  be  produced  by  colliiion  widi  a  pro- 
per fubjeft;  tt  is  the  bufinefl  of  every 
onn  to  try  whether  his  faculties  may  not 
bippily  co-operate  with  his  defires;  and 
fince  tbey  wWe  proficiencT  he  admires, 
knew  their  ownmrce  onhr  by  the  event, 
be  needs  bvt  engage  in  tne  Bime  nnder- 
^kmff  with  eqnl  fpirit,  and  may  rea- 
f^i^jhopc  rar  o^w  fiiccfis. 


ft 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  &1^  in- 
telligence, given  by  thoie  who  niofeia 
to  diew  the  wav  to  the  fumnit  of  iLnow. 
ledge,  of  equal  tendency  to  dmefs  the 
mind  with  faUe  diibiift  of  ic^,  and 
weaken  it  by  nesdleft  iblicitudp  and  de- 
jeftion.  When  a  fcholar  vf))oin  they 
defire  to  animate,  con&lts  them  at  hit  • 
entrance  on  fome  new  ftudy,  it  b  com- 
mon to  make  flattennff  npreftmatioM 
of  it's  plcaiantnefs  and^Dity*  Thus 
they  generally  attain  one  oC  tw«  coda 
almoft  equally  defirable^  they  either  in* 
cite  his  induflry  by  elevatne  his  hopes* 
or  produce  a  m?h  opinion  ot  their  ow9 
abilities,  fince  Siey  are  fuppofed  to  re« 
late  only  what  they  have  found,  and  to 
have  proceeded  widi  no  lefs  cafe  thaQ 
theypromife  to  their  followers. 

The  ftudent,  inflamed  bv  thia  encoo* 
ragement,  fets  forward  in  Uie  new  path, 
aril  proceeds  a  few  fteps  with  gieat  ala- 
crity; but  he  foon  finds  afperities  and 
intricacies  of  which  he  has  not  been  fore-, 
warned;  and,  imagining  that  none  ever 
were  fi>  entangled  or  fatifi;uedbefoie  him» 
finks  fndden^  into  deipair^  and  defifti 
as  from  an  esroedition  in  which  te  on* 
pofes  him.    Thus  his  terrors  are  n|iu» 


tiplied  by  his  hopes;  and  he  is  < 
without  refifhuice,  beeanfe  hf  M  m 
expe£Ution  of  an 'enemy. 

Of  thefe  treacherous  mftrudors,  the 
one  deffaoys  indufby,  by  declaring  that 
indufhry  is  yain,  the  other  by  r^raaot* 
ing  it  as  needlefs;  the  one  cut*  aarav  die 
root  of  hope,  the  other  raifes  it  only  to 
be  bMed.    The  one  coofinei  Us  popil. 
to  the  ihore,  by  telling  him  that  nisi 
wreck  is  certain;  the  omer  fends  hin^' 
to  Iba,  without  pcotrinc  him  for  tern- 
pefb.  ^^      • 

FalTe  hopes  and  faUe  taiToci  are  fqnal- 
ly  to  be  avoided.  Svery  man  who  pro- 
poiM  to  mw  enimsiit  hykaraiae,  ih(0«^ 
carry  in  nit  mind,  at  oncei  the  SiSictdty 
of  excellenoe>  and  the  force  of  induftryi 
and  lemembcr  that  nme  la  not  connrred- 
but  as  the  reoompence  of  labour;  and 
that  lahoiVt  vigoroufly  continuedi  ha* 
not  often  fidkd  «f  it's  reward* 
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N»  XXVI.  SATURDAY,  JUNE  14,  J759. 

JNGEKTES  DOMINOS,    ET   CLARA    NOMINA   FAM.Cy 

ILLUSTRIQ^tfE    GRAVES   NOBILITATE   D0M08      -^ 
•  EVITA,    ET    tOKCE   CAUTUS  FUCE}    CONTRAHE  VSLity 

%1  TE   LITTORIBVS  CTMBA    rROPlNQ.UA  TEHAT. 

'  SZKECA* 
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RTRr  RAMBLER^ 

JT  is  ufual  for  men,  cnga^  in  the 
lame  purluits,  to  tw  inquilitlve  after 
the  condii6l  and  fortune  ot  each  other  \ 
and,  theretbrc,  I  fuppoie  it  will  not  be 
impleaiin^  to  you,  to  read  ai>  account 
f»f  the  vaiious  changes  which  have  hap- 
pened in  part  of  a  life  devoted  to  litera- 
tU4c,  My  narrative  will  not  ej^hibit  any 
great  variety  of  events,  or  cxtiaordinary 
leipolutionss  but  may,  perLips,  be  not 
Ids  uleful,  becaufe  I  Ihail  relate  nothing 
which  18  not  likely  to  liappeq  to  a  t)^u- 
^id,  otliers. 

,  I  was  l>om  heir  to  a  very  fmall  for- 
funej  and  left  by  my  father,  whom  I 
cannot  ^-eifncmber,  to  the  care  of  an  un* 
^.  He  having  no  children,  always 
treated  me  as  his  fun;  and  iiuding  in  me 
ti>ofe  qualities  which  old  men  eafily  dif- 
covcr  in  Ipvlghtly  children,  when  they 
)bappen  to  love  them,  declared  that  a  ge- 
pius  like  mine  fhould  never  be  loit  for 
want  of  cultivation.  He  therefore  phccd 
jne,  for  the  ufual  time,  at  a  great  Ichool, 
anfl  then  fcnt  mc  to  the  univcviky,  with 
a  larger  allov/ance  than  my  ovni  patri- 
nony  would  have  afforded,  that  I  might 
not  keep  mean  company,  but  learn  to 
Ijccome  my  dignity  whtn  I  (liould  be 
made  bixl -chancellor,  which  he  often  la- 
mcnttil,  thmt  the  increafc  of  his  infir- 
mities was  very  likely  to  preclude  him 
from  feeing. 

This  exuberance  of  money  dilpJaycd 
Tticlf  in  gaiety  of  appcaiance,  and  wan- 
tonneCi  of  cxpcncc,  and  intiwhiced  mc 
to  the  acquaintance  of  thoft  whom  the 
fame  fupcrfluity  of  fortune  betrayed  to 
the  fame  licence  and  oftentation  1  younfj 
hfirs,  who  plcafcd  thqnfelvcs  with  a 
,  remark  very  frequent  in  their  mourhs— 
that  though  they  were  lent  *by  their  fa-- 
thers  to  tl^  unlverfity,  tlitv  were  not  un- 
<!er  the  net^xty  of  living  by  tlieir  Icaiu- 
ij>g. 


Artiong  men  of  this  dafs  I  cafily  ob-- 
tained  the  rtputation  of  a  great  gcniu(»^ 
and  was  pciliiaded  that,  with  fuch  Uvc- 
linels  of  imagination  and  delicacy  of 
fentiment,  I  ihould  never  be  able  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  dyudgery  of  the  law.  I  thcrc- 
fprc  gave  myfdf  wholly  to  the  more  airy 
and  elegant  parts  of  learning  j  and  wa» 
often  fo  much  elated  with  my  fupcriority 
to  die  youths  with  whom  I  converfed, 
that  I  began  to  liften  with  great  atten- 
tion to  thofe  that  vecoinmendcxi  to  mc 
a  wider  and  more  confpicuous-  theatre  j 
and  was  particularly  touched  with  an  ob- 
fcrvation  made  by  one  of  my  fi-iends—  " 
that  it  was  not  by  lingering  in  the  uni- 
verfity  tliat  Prior  bjecame  ambaHadory  or 
Addifon  fecrctary  of  ftate. 

This  dcfire  was  hourly  increafed  by 
the  folicitations  of  my  companions,  who 
removing  one  by  one  to  London,  as  the 
caprice  of  their  relations  allowed  themr 
or  the  legal  difmilfion  from  the  hands  of 
their  giiaidians  put  it  in  their  p«wer,  nc- 
vtrr  fallctl  to  lend  an  account  of  th# 
beauty  and  felicjty  of  the  new  worlds 
and  to  remonftrate  Jiow  much  was  loft 
by  every  hour's  contii>uam:6  in  a  placo 
or  retirement  and  conftraint. 

My  uncle  in  the  mean  time  freq\ient- 
ly  liaiTiiTcd  me  with  monitory  letters, 
which  1  Ibmetifnes  negle£^ed  to  open  Icr 
a  week  after  I  received  them,  and  gc- 
nei-ally  read  in  a  tavem,  with  liich  coin- 
mcntff  as  mi^ht  ftiew  how  much  I  was 
fujxrior  to  in(lru6lion  or  advice.  I 
could  not  but  wonder  how  a  man  con- 
fined to  the  country  and  unacquainted 
with  the  prcd-nt  fyllem  of  things,  fkould 
imaging  nimfelf  qualified  to  mftru6^  a 
rifing  germt?,  horn  to  give  laws  to  the 
age,  refine  it'4  tafte,  aSd  multiply  it's 
plcefjres.  \ 

The  poUman,  however,  ftill  contU 
Mctl  to  b>-i'J|,^e^^.^(5^^ranceM 
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fcr  my  nucU  was  very  little  deprefled 
hy  the  ridicule  and  reproach  which  he 
bevci*  heard.  But  men  of  parts  have 
quick  rcltntmentsj  it  was  impofliblc  to 
bear  his  ururpations  for  ever  j  and  I  re- 
folved,  once  tor  all,  to  make  him  an  ex- 
ample to  thoTc  who  imagine  themftlves 
wik  becaufe  they  are  old,  and  to  teach 
young  men,  who  are  too  tame  under  re- 
prefratation,  in  what martner grey -beard- 
^  Infoltnce  ought  to  be  ti"eated.  I  there- 
fore one  evening  took  my  pen  in  hand ; 
and  after  having  animated  myfelf  witha 
catch,  wrote  a  general  anfwcr  to  all  his 
precepts,  with  fuch  vivacity  of  turn, 
luch  elegance  of  irony,  and  fuch  afpe- 
xity  of  larcaihrj,  that  I  convulied  a  large 
Company  with  univeifil  lauchter,  dif- 
turbtd  the  neighbourhood  with  vocife- 
rations bf  applaufe,  and  five  davs  after- 
wards was  aniweied,  that  I  rnuft  be  con- 
tent to  Hue  on  my  own  elb^e. 

Thi»  contra^ ion  cf  my  income  gave 
me  no  difturbance,  for  a  genius  like 
mine  was  out  of  the  reach  ot  want.  I 
had  firiends  that  would  be  proud  to 
open  their  p^^irfes  at  my  call,  and  pro- 
(yt6k%  of  luch  advancement  as  would 
ioon  reconcik  'my  uncle,  whom,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  I  rclblvcd  to  re- 
ceive into  favour,  without  iniifting-  on 
any  acknowledgement  of  his  oflfencc, 
wlien  the  fplendour  of  my  condition 
Oioukl  induce  him  to  wi(h  for  my  coun- 
tenance. I  therefore  went  up  to  Lon- 
don, before  I  h:ul  fhewn  the  alteration 
of  my  condition  by  any  abatement  of 
my  way  of* living}  and  was  received  by 
all  my  academical  acquaintance  witn 
triumph  and  congratulation.  I  was  im- 
mediately introduced  among  the  wits 
and  men  of  fpirlf  j  ajid  in  a  (hort  time 
had  diveftcd  myfelf  of  all  my  fcholar's 
gravity,  and  obraiucd  the  reputation  of 
a  pretty  fellow. 

You  will  eafily  believe  that  I  had  no 
Kv-at  knowledge  of  the  world}  yet  I  had 
ocsn  hindered,  by  the  general  dilincli- 
nation  every  man  » feels  to  confefs  po- 
tcity,  from  tellinir  to  any  one  the  refo  - 
lution  of  my  uncle,  pnd  for  fume  time 
iiibiiiled  upon  the  itock  of  money  which 
Ihadbrofugbt  with  me,  an.l  c^ntiihuted 
vyftiareas  before  to  ?.ll  our  ciitcrtaln^ 
mcnts.  But  my  pocker  was  foon  emp- 
tied, afid  I  was  obliged  to  aikmy  frl^s 
&r  a  imalt  fum.  This  ^as  a  fivour 
ifhichwe  had  often  reciprocally  received 
Cma  exM  another}  .th^  fuppofed  n\j 
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vrants  only  accidental,  and  therefore  wiU 
lin^y  fupplied  them.  In  a  ihoit  tim«- 
r  found  a  neceifity  of  aiking  again,  an) 
was  again  treated  with  the  iamecivilityj 
but  the  third  time  they  began  to  wondier 
what  thatjold  rogue  my  uncle  could  meaa  ' 
by  ftniding  a  gentleman  to  town  without 
money }  and  when  they  gave  me  what  1 
afked  for,  advifed  me  to  ilipulate  fo<^ 
more  regular  remittances. 

This  Ibmewhatdifturbed  ray  dream  of 
conftant  affluence ;  but  I  was  three  day* 
after  compleatly  awaked  j  for  entering 
the  /-avem,  where  we  met  every  evening, 
I  found  the  waiters  remitted  tficir  comw 
plailance,  and,  inftcad  of  contending  t6 
light  me  up  ftairs,  fuifered  me  to  wai^ 
for  fome  minutes  by  the  bar.  Whei) 
I  came  to  my  company,  I  founpl  them 
unufually  grave  and  formal }  and  one  of 
them  took  a  hint  to  turn  the  converfk« 
lion  uj  on  the  mifcoTuiu6l  of  youn^men« 
and  enlarged  upon  the  folly  of  frequents 
ing  the  company  of  men  of  foitune,  with- 
out being  able  to  fupport  theexpence;  an 
oblervution  which  the  reft  contributed 
either  to  enforce  by  repetition,  or  to  il- 
luftrate  by  examples.  Only  one  of  them 
tried  tddhrcrt  the  difcotirle,  and  endca* 
vourcd  to  du"eft  my  attention  to  remote 
queftions,  and  common  topicks. 

A  man  guilty  of  poveity  eafily  believer 
himfelf  lufpc«ed.  I  went,  nQwe\-erfc 
next  morning  to  breakfaft  with  him  who 
appeared  ignorant  of  the  drift  of  the  con- 
verfation,  and  by  a  ferie»  of  enquiries, 
drawing  Itill  nearer  to  the  point,  prevail- 
ed on  him,  not  |>erhaps  much  againft 
his  will,  to  inform  me,  that  Mr.  Daih, 
whofe  fatlier  was  a  wealthy  attorney  n«or- 
my  native  place,  had,  the  morning  be- 
fore,  i-cceived  an  account  of  my  u!k1c\ 
refentment,  and  communicated  bit  in- 
telligence with  the  utmdft  irdjfay  of 
grovelling  inlblcnce. 

It  was  now  no  longer  praflkable  to 
ccnfort  with  my  former  frieiKJs,  unlcft 
I  would  be  content  to  be  ufcd  as  an  in-- 
ferlor  gueit,  v.'ho  was  to  p.iy  for  his  wlta 
by  mirth  and  flattery  j  a  chai-afler  whith^ 
it  I  could  not  efcapc  it,  I  refolved  to  en- 
dure only  among  thofe  who  had  -QfeVt* 
kno^n  me  in  the  pride  of  plenty*  X 
clianged  my  1  odir ii^s,  and  frcqueu^ 
the  coffee -lioufe*  in  a  different  region  of 
the  towp }  where  I  was  very  quickiy  di(^ 
tingui/hcd  by  fc^fiial  yoimgj  genilem^^ 
of  high  birth  and  Iirge  eiUies,  and  b^* 
gaa^ctiaa)  amnfiMay  ImagiAation  widjr 
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nopct  of  pftrerMfnty  though  not  cpiitc 
fb  eonfidcntly  at  wh«m  I  hsid  left  cxpe- 
tiinice^ 

The  firft  great  conqueft  which  this  new 
leene  enablra  me  to  gain  overmyielf  was^ 
4MiniI  fubmitted  to  oonfeft  to  a  party , who 
inrited  me  to  an  expcnfiTediverfion,  that 
mj  revenues  were  not  eoual  to  Aich  jgoU 
dm  pleafiires&  they  would  not  fuffer  me 
Jkmever  to  my  behind,  and  with  great 
reltiftance  I  yielded  to  be  treated.  I  took 
that  o{iportunity  of  rcoomniendin^  myfelf 
•b  ibme  office  or  employment,  whKh  they 
vninimcmily  promiled  to  procure  me  by 
tiKir  joint  intereft. 

I  had  now  entered  into  a  date  of  de- 
pendence, and  hid  hopes,  or  fears,  from 
almoft  every  man  I  law.  If  it  be  un- 
happy to  Have  one  patron,  what  is  his 
miierr  who  has  many  >  I  was  obliged  to 
comply  with  a  thoufand  caprices,  to  oon- 
cnr  m  a  thmifimd  follies,  and  to  counte- 
fonce  a  thou&nd  errors.  I  endured  in- 
iimnerable  mortificattons,  if  not  from 
•rueltyi  at  leaft  firom  negligence,  which 
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will  creep  in  upon  the  kindeft  and  mo| 
delicate' minds,  when  they  converie  with- 
out the  mutual  awe  of  eqtial  condition. 
I  fount)  the  ^irit  and  vigour  of  liberty 
every  moment  iinkii^  in  me,  and  a  for- 
vile  fear  of  diipkaling  fbealing  by  delates 
upon  all  my  behaviour,  till  no  wora,  or 
look,  or  aaion,  was  n^  own*  As  the 
folicitude  to  pleafe  incmfed,  the  power 
of  pleafin^  srew  lefs,  and  I  was  always 
clouded  with  diffidence  where  it  was  moft 
Aiy  intereft  and  wiih  tofhinc. 

My  patrons  coniidcring  me  as  belong- 
ing to  the  community,  and  therefore  not 
tbecharoe  of  any  nurticuhr  peribn,  made 
no  fcrople  of  negleAing  any  opportunity 
of  promot  ingnie,which  every  one  thought 
more  properly  the  bufinefs  of  aftotlur. 
An  account  df  my  expe^tions  and  dif- 
appointmcnts,  and  the  iiicceeding  vicif- 
utudes  of  my  lif^,  I  (hall  give  you  in  my 
fi>Uowing  letter;  which  wUl  be,  I  hope,  of 
nfe  to  (hew  how  ill  be  forms  his  fchemes 
who  ey5Uiiappuiefs  without  freedom. 
I  am,  &c. 


N»  XXVn.   TUESDAY,  JUNE  19,  175c. 


B   ■!  TAPFKaiKM  MITUXIfS  rOTISSS    MtTALLlt 

X.XIBaTATX  CAaXT.f—  J, 

so  NX,   W|IO  POTXXTT  WITH  HOftXOS    TISWt» 
WHO    SXLLS    Hi's    PRSXDOM    IN    KXCHAKGS    FOE    COL»> 
(raiXDOM  poll  MIKES  OP  WEALTH  TOO  CHEAPLY  SOLD) 
SMALL  MAKE    XTEAnaL  SEKTITUDX  Hlf  PATX, 
AKp-rXXL  A  9AVCHTY  MASTXK*S  CALLING  WK1GHT« 


MX*  XAMBtXtf, 

AS  it  is  nattuid  for  every  man  to  think 
himlelf  of  importance,  your  know- 
kdge  of  the  world  will  incline  you  to 
feipte  me,  if  I  imtgine  tour  curio(ity 
lb  nmch  excited  by  me  former  part  oi 
fay  narration  as  to  make  you  deiure  that 
I  fhtold  proceed  wtdiout  any  imnecef- 
tey  arti  of  comieaion.  I  mall  there- 
lore  koep  yoQ  no  longer  in  fuch  (\i- 
^tnft,  as  perhnpt  my  pedbmance  may 
^tt  conqwnntc* 

In  (ht  gay  oonpanv  with  which  I  was 
tl&m  nmMp  I  fimnd  tho(e  aUuremcnts ' 
md  Mi|^»  iubkk  die  friettdfliip  of 
icn  ahrayi  aibfds  ( there  was  that 
I  which  natwaByprDdwcad  eon* 
xntK  amDusiy  wncsy  m  lome 
tttftfhre,  fbf^cncd  dependence,  and  d«t 
ttdour  of  piofcflion  which  iocitod  BOpc* 
wucB  0OT  hjiartt  wcrediHtid  winiflMr* 
}  pronuMi'  were  pourfd  Mt  wick 
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unlimited  profbfioQ,  mmI  11^  and  fortune 
were  but  a  fcanty  fiicrifice  to  frioidfliip; 
but  when  the  hour  came  at  virhich  any 
effort  was  to  be  made,  I  had  generally 
the  vexation  to  fiad  that  my  intereft 
weiglied  nothing  againft  the  flighteft 
amufement,  and  that  every  petty  avoca- 
tion was  found  a  fulRcient  plea  for  con- 
tinuing me  in  tmcertainty  and  want. 
Theirkindnefs  was  indeed  iinccre,  v^en 
they  promifed  the^  had  no  intention  to 
deceive;  but  the  fame  juvenile  warmtlf 
which  kindled  d^ir  benevolence,  gave 
force  m  the  tamt  proportion  to  every 
other  pawN^  and  I  was  forgotten  wt 
toon  as  any  newpkafuicfeizedon  tbeir 


Tagario  told  me  one  evemng,  duit  all 
my  ptrplentiea  froald  be  foon  at  an  end» 
aad  deiSrtd  me  from  that  infbnt  to  tfaro^. 
«pon  him  afl  care  of  my  fortune,  £ar  n 
pofl  cfSSaSdenhk  rtnt  wm  tlMit  day 
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-kcomc  ^«cMt,  «id  he  knew  his  intereft 
Aifficicnt  to  procure  it  in  the  morning. 
He  defired  me  to  call  on  him  eariy^  that 
he  might  be  dreflcd  foon  enough  to  wait 
on  the  rainifter  before  any  other  appli- 
cation flioukl  be  madep  {  came  as  he 
appointed,  with  all  the  flame  of  grati- 
tude ;  and  was  told  by  his  fervant,  that 
having  found  at  his  lodgings,  when  he 
came  home,  an  acquaintance  who  was 
gobg  to  travel,  he  had  been  perfuaded 
to  accompany  him  to  Dover,  ai)d  that 
they  had  taken  poft-horfes  two  hours 
before  day. 

I  was  once  very  near'  to  preferment  by 
the  kindn^fs  of  Charinus,  who  at  my 
requeft  went  to  beg  a  place,  which  he 
thought  mc  likely  Fo  ml  widi  great  i-e- 
putation^  and  in  which  I  (hould  hare 
manv  opportunities  of  promoting  bis  in- 
t«3ieK  in  return ;  and  he  pleafed  himfcif 
with  imagining  the  mutual  benefits  that 
we  Ihould  center,  and  the  advances  that 
we  ihould  make  by  our  united  ftrength. 
Away  therefore  hie  went,  equally  wann 
with  friendfhip  and  ambition,  and  left 
me  to  prepare  acknowledgn^ents  againil 
his  return.  At  length  he  came  back, 
and  told  me  that  he  nad  met  in  his  way 
a  party  going  to  breakfaft  in  the  coun- 
try; that  the  ladies  importuned  hi(n  too 
much  to  be  reftifed  5  and  that,  having 
paifed  the  morning  with  them,  he  was 
come  back  to  drefs  himfelf  for  a  ball,  to 
which  he  was  invited  fer  the  evening. 

I  have  fuffered  fe vera!  difappointments 
from  taylors  and  periwiff-makers,  who 
by  ncglelSling  to  perform  their  work  with- 
held ray  patrons  from  court  5  and  once 
foiled  of  an"  eftablifhnicnt  for  life  by  the 
delay  of  a  fcryant,  fent  tp  a  neighbour- 
ing Ihop'to  rcpleni(h  a  fi^uff-bqx. 

At  laft  I  thought  my  folicitude  at  an 
end,  for  an  office  fell  into  thp  gift  of 
Hippodamus's  father,  whp  being  then 
in  the  country,  could  not  very  fpecdlly 
fin  it,  and  whofe  fondjiefs  would  not 
have  fufflTcd  him  to  ftfrife  his  fon  a  lel^ 
nafonable  requeft.  Hippodainus  there- 
fcrc  fet  fprward  with  great  expedition, 
and  I  expelled  every  hour  an  account  of 
his  fuccefs.  A  long  time  I  waited  with- 
out any  intelligence ;  hut  at  lall  received 
1  letter  fr^m  Newmarket,  by  which  I 
was  informed  that  the  i-accs  were  begun, 
and  I  knew  the  vdiemence  qf  his  paf- 
fions  too  v^-ell  to  im;igine  that  he  could 
nrfiife  himfcif  his  favourite  amufement. 

You  will  not  wonder  that  I  wa?  at  laft 
weary  of  the  patronigc  of  young  men^ 
P^ially  as  I  foui^d  them  not  genei-ally 
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to  promife  much  greater  fidelity  as  they  , 
advance  in  life  j  for  I  obferved  that  wJut 
they  gained  in  fteadinefs  they  loft  in  be- 
nevolence, and  grew  colder  to  my  int<;- 
reft  as  they  became  more  diligent  to  pro- 
mote their  own.  J  wras  convinced  that 
their  liberality  was  only  profufenefs,  that 
as  chance  directed  they  were  equally  ge- 
nerous to  vice  and  viitue,  that  they  we  « 
warm  but  becaufe  they  were  thoughtlels, 
and  counted  the  fupport  of  a  friend  only 
amongft  other  gratifications  of  paflion. 

Mvrefolutlon  was  now  to  ingratiate 
myfelf  with  men  whofe  reputation  was 
cftablilhed,  whofe  high  fbitions  enabled 
them  to  prefer  me,  andwhofeage  exempt- 
ed them  from  fuddeij  changes  of  inclina- 
tion. I  wa$  confidci-ed  as  a  man  ofpait j-  , 
and  therefore  cafily  found  admifuon  to 
the  table  of  Hllarius,  the  celebrated  ora- 
tor, renowned  equally  for  the  extent  of 
his  knowledge,  the  elegance  of  his  dic- 
tion, and  the  acutencfs  of  his  wit.  Hi- 
lai-ius  received  me  with  an  appeai-ance  of 
great  fatisfaftion,  produced  to  me  all  hit 
friends,  and  dii-e^ed  to  me  that  part  of 
Ms  dii'courle  in  wluch  he  moft  endea- 
voured todifplay  his  unagination.  I  had 
now  learned  my  own  intereft  enough  to 
fupply  him  opportunities  for  fmart  re- 
marks and  gay  failles,  which  I  never  fail- 
ed to  echo  and  applaud.  Thus  I  was 
gaining  every  hour  on  his  affet?\ions,till 
unfortunately,  when  the  aflcmbly  was 
more  fplendid  than  ufual,  his  deiire  of 
admiration  prompj^  hink  to  turn  his 
raillery  upon  me.  I  bore  it  for  fomc 
time  with  eieat  fubniililon ;  and  fuccefs 
encouraged  him  to  redouble  his  attacks : 
at  laft  ray  vanity  prevailed  over  my 
prud«nce ;  I  retorted  his  irony  with  fuch 
fpirit,  that  Hilarius,  unaccuftomed  to 
refiftance,  was  difconcerted,  and  foon 
found  racan^  of  convincing  me  that  his 
purpofe  wa?  not  to  encourage  a  rivaj, 
but  to  fofter  a  paralite. 

I  was  then  tal^en  into  tlie  familiarity 
of  Argutio,  a  nobleman  eminent  for 
judgnieat  and  criticilra.  He  had  con-f 
tributed  tojny  reputation  by  the  praifes 
which  he  had  pften  beltowcd  upon  my 
writings,  in  which  he  owned  tli3t  there 
\vere  pioofs  of  a  genius  that  might  rile 
to  high  degrees  ol  excellence,  when  time, 
or  infoj-mation  had  raluced  it's  ej^ube-' 
ranee.  He  therefore  required  me  to  con- 
fult  him  before  tlie  publication  of  any 
new  peifomiance,  and  commonly  .pro- 
pofed  innumerable  alterations,  witriouC 
fufficient  attention  to  the  general  dtiign, 
Of  regard  tolny  foi-m  of  ftyle,  and  mode 
i       *  of 
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of  imagination.  But  thefc  correftions 
he  never  fallal  to  pi^efs  as  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  and  thought  the  kail  delay  of 
compliance  an  ^6i  of  rebellion.  The 
pride  of  an  author  made  this  treatment 
Infutferable ;  and  I  thought  any  tyranny 
cafier  to  be  home  than  that  which  took 
from  me  the  ufe  of  my  undei-ftandrng. 

My  next  patron -was  Eutyches  the 
ftatelman,  who  was  Wholly  engaged  in 
■publick  affairs,  and  feemtii  to  l\avc  no 
ambition  but  to  be  powci-fiil  and  rich. 
I  found  his  favoui*  more  permanent  than 
that  of  the  others,  for  there  was  a  cer- 
tain price  at  which  it  might  be  bought. 
He  allowed  nothing  to  humour,  or  to 
affe^^ion,  but  was  Sways  ready  to  pay 
libci-ally  for  the  fervice  that  he  required. 
His  dtinands  were,  indeed,  very  often 
fuch  as  virtue  could  not  cafily  confent  to 
gratify ;  but  virtue  is  not  to  be  conlblted 
when  men  nre  to  raile  their  fortimcs  by 
the  favour  of  the  great.  His  meafures 
were  cenfured  j  I  wiotc  in  his  defence^ 


and  was  rccompenicd  with>  place,  <»f 
which  the  profits  were  never  received  by 
me  without  the  pangs  of  rcmembci-ing 
that  they  were  the  reward  of  wickednef*? 
a  rewaj:xl  which  nothing  but  that  necei'- 
fity,  which  the  confumption  of  my  little 
cttate  in  thcfe  wild  purfuits  had  brought 
vpon  me,  himiei-ed  me  from  throwing 
back  in  tlje  face  gf  my  coii-uptor. 

At  this  time  n>y  uncle  died  without  a 
^•ill,  and  I  became  heir  to  a  fmall  for- 
time.  I  liad  refolution  to  thx-oyt  oiF  die 
ililcndom'  which,  reproached  mc  to  my- 
lelf,  and  retire  to  an  humbler  ftatej  ia 
which  I  am  noy  endeavouring  to  re- 
cover the  dignity  of  virtue,  and  hope  to 
make  fome  reparation  for  my  crime  and 
follies,  by  infomviag  othcis,  who  may 
be  let!  after  tlic  fame  pageants,  tlvat  they 
aic  about  to  engage  m  a  courfc  of  lite, 
in  w^ich  they  ai'e  to  purcbafe,  by  a 
thoufand  mili:ries,  the  piivilege  of  re-. 
pentance.  I  a\n,  &c. 
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ILLl  MOItS  GRAVIS  TMCUBAT, 
(^UI,  NOTUS  NIMIS  OMMBCS, 
1CN0TUS  MORlTUt   SIBI*  *^ 

S£NECA. 


TO, HIM,  alas!   to  him,  I  rEA«, 

THE  FACE  OF  DEATH  WILL  TERRIB  L I  A^^'p  K  AR, 
\VHO  I^  KI$  LIFE,  FLATTJtRING  HtS  >Jf^SELESS  PRI 
J5V  PEING  KNOWN  TO  ALL  THEWOALD  BESIDE, 
POES  NOT  HIMSELF,  WHEN  HE  IS  DYING,  KNOW, 
NOR  WHAT   HI  IS,  NOR  WKITHSR    HE*S   TO  GO. 

C0WL£Y, 


«»«* 


I  Have  (hewn,  in  a  lat^  cffay,  to  v<rhat 
errors  men  arc  hourly  betrayed  by 
a  miilaken  opinion  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  a  negligent  inlj>eilion  of  their 
own  charafter.  But  as  I  then  con» 
fined  my  chfervations  to  common  oc- 
currences, and  familiar  fcenes,  I  think 
it  proper  to  inquire,  how  far  a  ncajer 
:itcqaaiutance  with  ouifelves  is  ncccffary 
tp  our  pieiei-vation  from  crimes  as  well 
as  lollies,  and  how  much  the  attentive 
fiuily  of  our  own  minds  may  contribute 
to  lecure  to  lis  t^ie  appi*obation  of  th^t 
Being  to  whom  we  nrc  accountable  for 
cur  thoughts  and  wu-  a6tIonS,  and  whofc 
favour  muft  finally  conllitutc  oui'  total 
happinelH. 

If  it  be  rcifonr-ble  toellimate  the  dif- 
ic^lry  of  any  Ijiterprizc   by   fjxqucif 


fnifcarriagcs,  it  may  juftly  be  concludftj 
that  it  is  not  eafy  for  a  man  to  know 
himfelf  J  for  where foevcr  we  turn  our 
view^,  vrt  fhall  find  almoft  all  with  whom 
we  converle  lb  nearly  as  to  judge  of 
their  fcntimcnts,  indulging  more  fii- 
vouj-able  conceptions  of  their  own  virtue 
tliau  they  have  been  able  to  impr«;fs 
upon  others,  and  congratulating  them- 
fclvcs  upon  degrees  of  cxcfellencc  which 
their  fondcft  admirers  cannot  allow  them 
to  hav<;  attained. 

Thofe  reprefentatlons  of  imaginary 
virtue  are  generally  con  fidered  as  arts  oT 
hypocrify,  and  as  fnares  laid  for  confi- 
dence and  praife.  But  I  believe  the  fu-» 
fpicion  often  unjuft :  thofe  who  thus  pro-i 
j>agate  their  own  reputation  only,  ex- 
tern! the  fr^ud  by  wh^cH  th^y  have  been 
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t^tiftfely^es  ctcceived ;  for  this  falling  is 
Incident  to  numbers,  who  fetm  to  live 
without  defign*,  competitions,  or  pur- 
Cmt% ;  it  appeal's  on  occalions  which  pro- 
mire  no  acceflion  of  honour  or  of  profit, 
and  to  pcrfons  from  whom  veiy  little  is 
to  be  hoped  or  fciireil.  It  is,  indeed, 
tiot  eafy  to  tell  now  far  we  may  be  blind- 
ed by  the  love  of  ourlelves,  when  we 
rcfleft  how  much  a  fecondaiy  paiTion 
tun  cloud  our  judgment,  and  how  few 
f^uhs  a  man,  in  the  firl^  raptures  of  love, 
CM  dilcover  in  the  petfon  or  conduct  of 
his  miftreft. 

To  lay  open  all  the  foiirces  from 
which  ciTor  nojvyin  upon  him  who  con- 
tcrapbtcs  his  own  chara6lv'r,  would  re- 
quire more  exaft  knowlcdi;e  of  the  hu-. 
man  heart  than  perhaps  the  moft  acute 
and  laborious  obfen-'tri's  have  acquired. 
And  iincc  falfehood  may  he  diverfified 
without  end,  it  is  not' unlikely  that 
every  man  a«lmits  an  impolture  in  fome 
refpeft  peculiar  to  liiinfelf,  as  his  views 
Have  been  accidentally  dircfted,  or  his 
ideas  particularly  co.nbined. 

Some  fallacies,  however,  there  are, 
jnqre  frequently  infidious;  which  it  may, 
pcrhaos,  not  beufelefs  todete^l  j  becaiUe 
thougn  they  are  grofs,  they  may  be  fatal, 
and  becauie  nothiftg  but  attention  it;  ae- 
ceffary  to  dtfeiit  them. 

One  fophtfm  by  which  mtn  perfuadc 
thcmfclves  that  they  have  thole  virtues 
which  they  really  want,  is  formc\l  by 
I  the  fubftitutlon  of  fingle  a6ls  forhabi'^s, 
A  mifer  who  cnce  relieved  a  friend  from 
the  danger  of  a  prifou  fuffcrs  his  ima- 
gination to  dwell  for  ever  upon  his  own 
ncroick  ceneroiity :  he  yields  his  heart 
ttp  to  indignation  at  thofe  v^ho  arcbUnd 
to  racrit,or  iulenfibliitp  mifery,  and  who 
can  pleafe  themfclves  with  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  tliat  %vealth  which  they  never 
permit  othas  to  pnrtake.  From  any 
ccnfurcs  of  the  world,  or  repmavhes  of 
W  confcience,  he  has  an  appeal  to  ac-' 
tion  and  to  knowledge  j  and  thougli  liis 
whole  life  is  a  courle  of  i-apacity  and 
ararice,  he  concludes  himfelf  to  he  ren- 
tier and  liberal,  becaufe  he  has  once  per- 
fonned  an  aft  of  liberality  and  tender- 

/*  As  a  glafs  which  magnifies  obje^fls  by 

I  the  approach  of  onc^  end  to  the  ej'e,  lef- 

\fcnstnem.by  the  application  of  the  other, 

TO  vices  arc  extenuated  by  the  inverfion 

of  that  fallacy,  by  which  virtues  ai*e 

augmeated-  ThofcfauIU  which  we  caj^- 
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not  conceal  from  our  own  notice,  arc 
confidei-cd,  however  frequent,  not  as  ha- 
bitual con-uptions,  or  fettled  pra^licci, 
but  as  cafuaf  failures,  and  fmgle  lapfe^. 
A  man  who  has,  from  year  to  vear,  fet 
his  country  to  fale,  either  for  the  gj-ati-  • 
fication  of  his  ambition  or  refentment, 
confcfles  that  the  heat  of  party  now  and 
then  befrays  the  fevereft  virtue  to  mea- 
fures  that  cannot  be  fcrioufly  djfendcd. 
He  that  fpends  his  days  ami  nights  in 
riot  and  debauchery,  owns  that  his  pal- 
fions  oftentimes  overpower  his  refolu- 
tiqn .  But  each  comforts  himfelf  that;  his 
faults  ai-e  not  without  precedent^  for 
the  beft  and  the  wifeft  men  have  given 
way  to  the  violence  of  fudden  terflptations. 

There  arc  men  who  always  confound 
the  pi-aife  of  goodnefs  with  the  pra«5lice, 
and  who  beUeve  themlelves  mild  and 
moderate,  cliaiitablc  and  faithful,  be- 
caufe they  have  exerted  their  eloqutnce 
in  commendation  of  mildnefs,  fidelity, 
and  other  vutucs.  This  is  an  en-or  al- 
raoft  univerfal  among  thole  that  converf* 
much  with  dependents,  with  fuch  whole 
fear  or  interelt  difpofes  them  to  a  leem- 
ing  reverence  for  any  declamation,  how- 
ever enthufiaftick,  and  fubmifllon  to  any 
boafl,  however  arrogant.  Having  non« 
to  recal  their  attention  to  their  lives,  the)* 
rate  themlelves  by  the  goodnefs  of  thcii" 
opinions,  and  forget  iiow  mudi  more 
cafily  men  may  fliewtlielr  virtue  in  thtir 
talk  than  in  their  ailions. 

The  tribe  is  like  wife  very  numerous 
of  thofc  who  re^julatc  thi-ir  lives,  not  by 
the  ftandard  of  reigioU;  but  tl;e  mea- 
fure  of  other  men's  virtue  j  who  lull  theii-^ 
own  rcmorfe  with  the  i-emembra!ice  of 
ci'lmes  more  atrocious  than  their  own, 
and  Icem  to  believe  that  they  are  not  bad 
wliile  another  can  be  found  worle. 

For  fcfcaping  thele  and  a  thoufand 
ofher  deceits  many  expedients  have  been 
propofcd.  Some  have  recommended  thv 
frequent  confuitation  of  a  wife  friend  ad- 
mittetl  to  inclinicy,  anl  encouraged  to 
fmccrity.  But  this  appears  a  remedy  by. 
no  means  adapted  to  general  ui'c :  for  in 
order  to  fecure  the  virtue  of  one,  it  pu- 
fuppolc'S  more  virtue  in  two  than  wll 
genei-ally  be  found.  In  the  fuit,  lU'^ii 
a  delire  of  re^ltuuc  and  amendr.ient,  aj 
may  incline  him  to  h^^ar  hi?*  own  accuA- 
tlon  from  tljj  month  of  hhu  v/hom  h;: 
edcems,  and  by  whojn.  t larcforc,  ho  w'.ll, 
always  hop'/  ti^a*.  Ms  iH.m's  are  nor  dlT- 
covciidi  and  in  flic  Iccoiid  iu-h  z?  li 
I  I  ^  T   and 
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and  honc(hry  as  will  make  him  content 
for  his  iricnd*s  advantage  to  Ipfe  his 
kMidnefs. 

A  long  life  may  be  paflcd  without 
finding  a  fiicnd  in  whofe  underftandine 
and  vlitue  we  can  equally  confide,  ana 
whofe  opinion  we  can  value  at  once  for 
it's  juftnefs  and  fmcerity.  A  weak  man, 
however  honeft,  is  not  qualified  to  judge. 
A  man  of  the  world,  ho\VcVer  penetrat- 
iiij^,  is  not  fit  to  coutilcl.  Friends  arc 
often  chofen  for  fimilitudc  of  manners, 
and  therefore  each  palliates  the  other^s 
failings,  btciufe  they  arc  his  own. 
Friends  are  tender,  ,and  imwilling  to 
jive  pain  y  or  they  aie  intcr^fted,  and 
earful  to  offend.  "^ 

Thefc  objeftions  have  inclined  others' 
to  adviie,  tF^at  he  who  woidd  know  him- 
felf  ihouU  confult  his  enemies,  remem- 
ber the  i-eproaches  that  a#e  vented  to  his 
face,  and  liftcn  for  the  cenfures  that  are 
uttered  in  private.  For  his  great  bufhiefs. 
is  to  know  his  faults ;  and  thoftf  malW- 
nit)*  wiH  difcover,  and  i-elentmcnt  will 
i*veal.  But  this  precept  may  5c  often 
frufti-ated ;  for  it  icldom  happens  that 
rivals  or  opponents  are  fuffcred  to  come 
near  enough  to  know  our  condu£l  with 
fo  much  exa6lncr8  as  that  ccnfcience 
ihould  albw  and  reflect  the  accufation. 
The  clwrgc  of  an  enemy  is  often  totally 
falfe,  and  commonl)'  lb  mingled  with 
lisdfehood,  that  the  mind  takes  advantage 
fk)m  the  failure  of  one  part  to  difcrcdit 
the  reft,  and  never  fulfers  any  diihirbance 
afterward  fix)m  fuch  partial  reports. 

Yet  it  feems  that  enemies  have  been 
always  found  by  experience  the  moit 
faithful'  monitors  j  for  adverfty  has  ever 
been  confideiied  as  the  ftate  in  whicil  d 
man  moft  cafily  becomes  acquainted  with 
himil'lf,  and  this  •ffe£l  it  nmft  produco 
l)y  withdrawing  flatterers,  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  is  to  hide  our  wcakneffes  from  us, 
or  by  o:iving  loofe  to  malice,  and  licence 
to  reproach ;  or  at  leaft  by  cutting  off 
thofe  pleafurcs  which  called  us  away 
from  meditation  en  our  own  conduft, 
and  rcpreflingthat  pride  which  too  eafily 
perfuades  us  that  we  merit  whatever  we 
enjoy. 

Pai*t  of  thefe  bencGts  it  is  in  every 
iuan's  powei*  to  procure  to  hirafelf,  by 
afligning  proper  portions  of  his  life  to 
the  examination  of  the  reft,  and  byput- 
ling  himfelf  frequently  in  luch  a  fitua- 
tioc,  by  retli-emeiit  and  jSlli  a«Stion,  as 
ni:iy  weaken  the  influence  of  external  ob- 
je4;U.  By  this  pra^ice  be  may  obtain  tlie 


folitude  of  adreriky  without  it's  melai# 
choly,  it's  infiru^ons  without  it's  cen- 
fures, and  it's  fenfibility  without  it'» 
perturbations. 

The  neceffity  of  fctting  the  ^y^H  at 
a  difttmce  firom  us,  when  we  ai-e  to  takcf 
a  fuitey  of  omfchres,  has  fent  many 
from  high  flations  t»  the  feverities  of  a 
monafticklifc;  and^  indeed,  eveiyman 
deeply  ehgaged  in  bufinefs,  if  all  rqgard 
to  another  ftate  be  not  cxtinguimed, 
ifiuft  liavc  the  conviftioJt,  tliough  per* 
haps  not  the  refolutiorf,  of  V^deno,who, 
when  he  folicitcd  Chailcs  the  Fifth  to 
difmifs  him,  being  aflced  whether  he 
retired  upon  dilguft,  anfwcrcd  that  h« 
laid  down  his  commiffion  for  no  otlier 
reafon  bdtbecaVife  there  ought  to  he  fome 
time  for  flhet-  refieBion  betiveen  the  lift 
of  a  fol&r  atki  Bis  deeetb, 

ITiere  are  few  cdnditions  which  ^o 
not  entangle  us  with'  fublunary  hopes 
and  feais,  from  Vcrhich  it  is  neceflary  to 
be  at  intervals  difeneCimbered,  that  we 
may  place  ourfelves  in  his  prefence  who 
views  effefls  in  their  caiifes,  and  a^lionl 
in  their  motives  j  that  we  may,  as  Chil- 
lingworth  cxpreflTcs^  it,  confider  things 
as  if  there  were  no  othci'  beings  in  the 
world  Bur  Gad  and  ourfelves  j  or,"tp 
ufe  language  ftt  more  awfel,  may  com- 
mum  ivith  omt  o^vtr  beards  ^  and  hcfilL 

Death,  fays  Seneca,  falls  heavy  up^n 
him  who  is  Uio  mikh  known  to  oth^rrs,- 
aDd  too  little  to  hirafelf:  and  Pontanus, 
a  man  celebrated  ahxm?  the  eaily  rcfior- 
ers  of  liteiiatui«e*  thought  the  ftudy  of  our 
own  hearts  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
\\t  has  recommended  it  finom  his  tomb. 

*  SuM  Joattnes  Jo^ianus  Fontanus^ 

*  quem  amaveruttt  bonae  mufa^fufpexe- 

*  runt  'v'tri  prahi^  hofiefla*verunt  reges 

*  dominii  jam  feis  qui  fim^  'vel  qui  po- 

*  tiasfuerim\  ego 'uero  te,  ho/pes,  nof 

*  cere  in  tenebris  nequeo^fed  teipfum  ui 

*  nofcas  rogo.-^l  am  Pontanus,  beloved 

*  by  tlie  powers  of  literature,  admirtd 

*  by  men  of  worth,  and  dignified  by  tho 
'  monarchs  of  the  world.    Thouknow- 

*  eft  r.ow  who  I  am,  ot  more  properly. 
'  who  I  was.    For  thee,  ftrangcr,  I  who 

<  am  in  darknefs  cannot  know  thee  j  but 

<  I  intreat  thee  to  know  thyfelf.' 

I  hope  every  reader  of  this  paper  will 
con  filler  himfelf  as  enga^  to  the  obfer- 
vation  of  a  precept,  which  the  wifdom 
and  virtue  ot  all  ages  have  concurred  to 
enforce;  a  precept  difVated  by  philofo- 
pherSf  inculcated  fy  ^ts,  and  ratified 
oy  fiiixts* 

N*  XXIX. 
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VJIUDENS   rUTUEI  TZMPORIS   IXTTVM 
'        CALIGINOSA    KOCTE    PRIMIT    DEVS, 
HIBETQ^OE   SI   MORTALIS  ULTRA 
tAt   TRtPIDET—  HOR. 

kVT   GOD  HAS  WISELY   HID   FROM     HUMAN  SIGHT 

THE   DARK    DECREES  OF     FUTURit     FATE, 
AKD  SOWK  •frtEIR    SEEDS     IN    DEPTH    OF  NIGHT  J 

HE   LAUGHS  AT    ALL    THE     6IDDY    Tt/RNS    OF    STATE, 

yunrnv  mortaIs  Search  too  sook,  and  fear  too  latz* 


THERE  Is  nothing  recommended 
with  greater  frequency  among  the 
gayer,  poets  of  aritiquity,  than  the  fc- 
cire  poffdiion  of  the  prefent  hour,  and 
die  di&fuiTion  of  all  the  cares  which  in- 
trude upon  our  quiet,  or  hlnder>  by  im- 
portunate perturbations,  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  deUghts  which  our  coiidkiori 
happens  to  fct  before  us# 

The  ancient  poets  arc»  indeed,  by 
no  means  un«3tceptlonable  teachers  of 
morality  5  tlieJr  precepts  aft  to  be  al- 
ways conJfidered  ^  the  falfies  of  a  gc- 
flhtt  ifttcirit  rather  upon  giving  p^eaiupc 
than  inftruflbion,  eager  to  talce  every  ad- 
vaatage  of  infinuation  j  and,  provided 
tRc  paflions  <ran  be  engaged  on  it^s  fide, 
vcT)'  little  felicitous  about  the  (ufFi-age 
of  realbn. 

The  darkixcfs  and  uncertainty  through 
**hich  the  heathens  were  compelled  to 
vvandct  in  the  purfuit  of  happinefs,  may 
hidccd  h:  alleged*  as  an  excule  for  many 
of  their  feducing  invitations  to  imme- 
diate enjoyment,  which  the  modems,  by 
whom  thqr  have  been  imitated,  has^e  not 
to  pkad.  It  is  no  Wonder  that  fuch  as 
hid  no  promife  of  anotheV  ilate  (hould 
eagcriy  turn  their  thoughts-uponthc  im- 
provement of  that  vmich  was  before 
th«n ;  but  furel^  thofe  ^ho^  are  ac- 
qoalnted  with  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
^«tmity  might  think  it  neceflary  to  put 
tome  reftraiut  n)>on  their  imagination, 
aid  rcfleft,  that  by  echoing  the  fonga 
«f  the  ancient  bacchanals,  and  tranl- 
nnttmg  the  nsaxims  of  paft  debauchery, 
they  not  only  prove  that  thej'  want  in- 
venticn,  bnt  virtue,  and  fubmit  to"  the 
fcfvility  of  imitation  only  to  copy  that 
of  which  the  writer,  if  he  was  to  live 
Sow,  would  often  be  a/hamed. 

Yet  as  the  errors  and  follies  of  a 
ptat  genius  are  icldoTh  without  fome  i^- 
diationt  of  onderitandin^,  by  which 
ncaiier  miods  may  be  cnRffhtcned,  the 
inci;cments  to  plcaur*  art,  in  thel«  au- 


Dr  TDYir^ 

thors,  generally  mingled  with  fuch  re- 
fle£liqns  upon  life,,  as  wiell  dderve  to  hm 
conlidered  diftinftly  from  the  purpolc* 
for  which  they  aie  produced,  and  to  be 
treafiired  up  as  the  fettled  conchifions  of 
cxteniive  obfeiration,  aclitc  fagacity,  and 
mature  experience. 

It  is  not  without  tnie  judgment  that 
on  thefe  occailons  tliey  often  warn  their 
readers  againft  enquiries  into  futurity^ 
and  folicitude  about  events  which  lie  hid, 
in  caufcs  yet  unaflivc,  and  which  timo 
has  not  brought  foi-ward  into  the  view 
of  rcafon.  An  idle  and  thoughtkfs  re- 
fignation  to  cjiance,  without  ariy  Itrug- 
glc  againft  calaouty,  or  endeavoiu*  after 
advantage,  is  imteed  below  the  dignity 
of  a  reafonablc  l)eing,  in  whofe  power 
Providence  has  put  a  gieat  part  even  of. 
his  prefjnt  happinefs;  but  it  (hews  aa 
equal  ignorance  of  our  proper  fphere,  to 
harafs  our  thoughts  with  oonjeftures 
about  things  not  yet  in  being.  How 
can  we  regulate  events  of  which  we  yet 
know  not  whether  they  will  ever  hap- 
pen ?  And  why  Should  we  think,  with 
painful  anxiety,  about  that  on  which  our 
thoughts  can  have  no  influence  ? 

It  is  a  maxim  commonly  received, 

that  a  wile  man  is  never  furprifed)  and^ 

pcrliaps,  this  exemption  from  ailonifh- 

ment  may  be  imagined  to  proceed  ftom  . 

fuch  a  profpeft  into  futurity,  as  gave. 

previous  intimation  of  thofe  evils  wHhich 

often  fall  unexpcded  upon  others  that 

have  lefs  forefight.     But  the  truth  is, 

that  things  to  come,  except  when  they 

approach  very  nearly,  are  equally  hidden 

.  from  men  of  all  degrees  of  imdcrfttmd- 

ing  J  and  if  a  wife  man  is  not  amazed  ac 

fudden  occurrences,  it  i^not  tiiat  he  has 

tliought  more,  but  lels  upon  futurity.  He 

.  never  ccnfidered  thingjs  not  yet  exifting 

,  as  the  proper  objefts  of  his  attention  ^  he 

never  indulged  dreams  tili  lie  wus  deceiv* 

.  cd  by  their  pinnioms,  nor  ever  realized 

nonsiititJM    :o  li;i    raiufi7*^Hc  is  not 
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furprifed  becaufe  he  is  not  difappointcd, 
and  he  efcapes  diiappointment  Jxcauie 
heqevci-  fonnaany  expectations. 

The"  concern  about  things  to  come,^ 
that  is  fo  juiUy  cenlured,  is  not  the  reflili 
of  thofe  general  reflections  oti  the*  vari- 
ablenefs  of  fortune,  the  uncertainty  of 
life,  and  the  univerfal  inl'ecurity  of  all 
human  acquifltions,  which  mult  always 
be  fuggefted  by  the  view  of  the  world ; 
but  mch  a  dcfJ)onding  anticipation  of 
znisfortune,  as  fixes  the  mind  upon 
fcertes  of  gloom  and  melancholy,  and 
makes  fear^  predominant '  in  eveiy  Ima- 
gination. 

'  Anxiety  of  this  kind  is  nearly  of  the 
iame  nature  with  jealoufy  in  love,  and 
fufpicioti  in  the  general  commerce  of 
life ;  a  temper  which  keeps  the  man  al- " 
ways  in  alarms,  dilpotes  him  to  jud^ 
4>f  ev«y  thing  in  a  manner  that  leail  fa- 
vours his  own  quiet,  fills  him  with  per- 
petual ftratavems  of  counteraction,  wears 
him  out  in  fchemts  to  obviate  evils  which 
ntjvcr  threatened  him,  and  at  len^h  per- 
haps contrilnites  to  tlie  production  of, 
thofe  mirc!uds>  of  which  it  had  railed 
fuch  dreadhil  apprehen/ions. 

It  has  been  iriual  in  all  ages  for  mo- 
raliftft  to  reprcfs  the  fwellings  of  vain 
hope  by  reprefentations  of  the  innume- 
rable cafuajtifes  to  which  life  is  fubjeCt, 
and  by  inftances  of  the  unexpected  de- 
feat of  the  wifeit-lcheraes  of  policy,  and 
f\4dden  fubverfions  of  the  higheft  emi- 
Dtuces  of  greatnefs.  It  hiis,  perhaps, 
not  been  equally  obferved,  that  all 
thel'c  examples  afford  the  proper  antidote 
to  fear  as  well  as  to  hope,  and  may  be 
applied  with  no  lefs  efficacy  as  conlbla- 
tions  to  the  timorous,  than  as  relhaiuts 
to  the  proud. 

Evil  is  uncertain  in  the  fame  degree 
at  good ;  and  for  the  reafon  that  we 
ought  not  to  hope  too  iccuMy,  we  ought 
not  to  feai;  with  too  much  dejeCtion. 
The  ftatc  of  the  world  is  continually 
changing,  and  none  can  tell  the  refult  of 
"  the  next  vicifTitiidc.  Whatever  is  afloat 
in  the  ftream  of  time,  may,  when  it  if 
Very  ncai*  us,  be  driven  away  by  an  ac- 
cidental blait,  which  ihail  happen  to 
crofa  the  general  courfe  of  the  current. 
The  fudden  accidents  by  which  the  pow- 
erful are  dcpreflcd,  may  fall  upon  thofe 
vrhofe  malice  we  fear ;  and  the  greatnefs 
by  which  we  expcCt  to  be  overborne  may 
hecome  another  proof  of  the  falfe  flat- 
teries of  fortune.  Our  enemies  may  be- 
oqme  weak,  or  we  grow  Itrong,  before 


our  encotrnter;  or  wc'may  adv^ntt 
^atnit  each  other  without  ever  meetings 
There  aiT,  indeed,  natural  evils  which 
we  can  flatter  ourfelves  with  Ao  hopes 
of  efcaping,'and  with  little  of  delayins^ ; 
but  of  the  ills  which  ai'e  apprehendca 
from  human  m^ignity,  oi'  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  rival  interefts,  we  may  always 
allf  viate  the  terror  by  confidering  tlut 
our  perfecutcfs  are  weak  and  ignorant, 
and  mortal  like  ourfelves. 

The  misfortunes  which  arifc  fi"om  the 
concurrence  of  imhappy  incidents  fhould 
never  be  fuffercd  to  difturb  us  before  they 
happen  ;  becaule,  if  the  breaft  be  once 
h\d  open  to  the  dread  of  mere  pofTibi- 
lities  of  mifery,  life  muft  be  given  a  prey 
to  difmal  folici^de,  and  quiet  muii  be 
loft  for  ever. 

It  is  remarked  by  old  Comaro,  that 
it  is  abfurd  to  be  afi-aid  of  the  natural 
diflblution  of  the  body  i  becaufe  it  muft 
certainly  hapjien,  and  can  by  no  caution 
or  artifice  be  avoided.  Whether  this 
fentiment  be  entirely  juft,'  I  ftiall  not  tx-i 
amine  ;  but  certainly,  if  it  be  improper, 
to  fear  events  which  muft  happen»  it  is 
yet  more  evidently  contrary  to  right  rea- 
Ibn  to  fear  thofe  which  may  never  hap- 
pen, and  which,  if  they  fhould  come 
upon  Us,  we  cannot  refift. 

As  we  Qught  not  to  give  way  to  fear 
any  more  than  indulgence  to  hope,  be- 
caufe the  objects  both  of  fear  and  hop« 
arc  vet  uncertain,  fo  we  ought  not  to 
ti-uftthe  reprefentations  of  one  more  than 
of  the  other,  becaufe  they  aie  both  ecjualjy 
fallacious  j  as  hope  enlarges  happmefs, 
fear  aggravates  calamity.  It  is  gene- 
rally allowed,  that  no  man  ever  found 
the  happinefs  of  poflfeflion  proportionate 
to  that  expectation  which  incited  bis  de- 
fire,  and  invigorated  his  purfuit;  nor  has 
any  man  found  tlie  evils  of  life  fo  for- 
midable in  reality,  as  they  were  defcriljed 
to  him  by  his  own  imagination ;  every 
fpecies  ofaiftrcfs  brings  with  it  fomc  pe- 
culiar fiipports,  fbme  unforefeea  means 
of  refift  ing,  or  power  of  eikiui'ing.  Tav- 
lor  juftiy  blames  fome  pious  pcrfons,  wm 
indulge  their  fancies  too  much,  fet  them- 
felves,  by  the  force  of  imagination,  ii^ 
the  place  of  the  ancient  martyrs  and  con* 
feflbrs,  and  queftion  the  valioity  of  their 
own  faith,  licaufe^  they  fki-inic  at  the 
thoughts  of  flames  and  tortures.    '  1^ 

*  V  is,'  fays  he,  <  fufficient  that  you  are 

*  ableto  encounter  the  temptations  which 

*  now  aftault  you;  when  God  fends  trials) 

*  he  may  fiaid  ftxingth.' 
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All  fear  ||:$  m  itielf  jsalnful  ^  and,  when 
Jt  conduces  not  to  lafety,  is  painful  with- 
out ufe.  Every  conftderation,  therefore, 
by  which  groumilci's  terrors  may  be  re-, 
moved,  adds  ibmething  to  human  iiap- 
.piners.  It  is  likewllc  not  unworthy  of 
ixuiirk,  that  in  p^roportion  as  our  cares 
aie  employed  upoi>  the  future,  they  aie 


abftj-a&cd  fi-om  the  prefent,  from  thconl^ 
time  which  we  can  call  our  own  j  and  i 
which,  if  we  negle^  the  duties  to  make 
provifion  againit  vilionary  attacks,  we 
Ihall  certainly  countcni^^l  our  own  pur- 
pofej  for  h0,  doubtici's,  miibkcs  his  true 
iutcieft,  wiio  thinks  that  he  can  incrtaft 
kis  fatqty  when  he  inipu.i*$  his  virtue. 


N^XXX,  SATURDAY,  JUNE  30,  1750. 


Ill       V^^LTUS   UBX  TUUS 
AFFULflT  POFVLO,    ORATIOJl    IT  DIES, 
ZT  SO^t%    MSLIUS     NitZNT. 


WHZKE  KR    THY    COUNTENANCE     DIVINE 
TH'    ATTENDANT    PEC?  t  E  CH  EER  S, 

THE  GENIAL    SUNS    MORE  1U\DIANT    SHINE, 
THE    DA-Jf  MORE  ^LAD    APPEARS. 


Elphinstow. 


THERE  are  few  talks  more  unn 
gratcfiii  tiian  for  perfons  of  mo- 
defty  to  fpcak  their  own  uraifes.  In  fome 
cafes,  however,  this  muft  he^done  for  the 
general  good ;  and  a*  generous  fpirit  will 
on  fuch  occaiions  affert  it's  merit,  and 
tindicate  itielf-with  becoming  wannth, 

My  circumftances,  Sir,  are  ver}'  hard 
and  peculiar .  Could  rfie  world  be  brought 
to  treat  me  as  I  defervc,  it  would  he  a 
publick  benefit.  Thiis  makes  mc  apply 
to  you,  that  my  cafe  being  fairly  ftated 
in  a  paper  lb  generally  ellcemed,  I  may 
fafkr  no  longer  from  ignoi-ant  and  child* 
ifh  prejudices. 

My  elder  brother  was  a  Jew,  A  very 
rcfpcftablc  perfon,  but  fomevvhat  auftere 
in  his  manners :  highjv  and  d^fervcdly 
valued  by  his  near  relations  and  intir 
mates,  but  utterly  imfit  foj-  mixing  in  a 
larger  focicty,  or  gaining  a  general  ac- 
quaintance among  mankind.  In  a  ve- 
nerable old  age  he  retired  from  the  world, 
and  I  in  the  blooni  of  youth  came  into 
it,  fuccecding  hin^  in  aul  his  dignities  j 
and  formed,  as  I  might  reaibnably  flatter 
myfelf,  to  be  the  ohjeft  of  univerial  love 
aiii  efteem.  Joy  and  glatj^efs  were  born 
with  me  J  cheerfulnefs,  goo<{,.humour, 
snadbcnevolencc,  always  attended  and  en- 
deared my  fency.  That  time  is  long 
paft*  So  long,  that  idle  unagjnations 
are  apt  to  iancv  me  wrinkled,  old,  and 
dii%reeable;  but,  unlefs  my  looking- 
glate  deceive^  noc,  |^haye  i^ot  yet  loft 
one  charm,  one  beauty  of  my/Carlieft 
years.  However,  thus  fv  is  too  certain, 
I  am  to  everyiiody  juft  what  they  chufe 
t9  thinly  me^  (q  tiat  tQ  very  f^vy  I  ap- 


pear in  my  right  (hape;  and,  thougH 
naturally  I  am  the  friend  of  hum^^n  land^ 
to  fewjveiy  few  compaKitively,  am  I  ule* 
ful  or  agreeable. 

This  is  the  more  grievovi,  as  it  i( 
utterly  impoffible  for  me  to  avoid  being- 
in  all  ibrts  of  places  and  companies  j  and 
I  am  therefore  liable  to  meet  with  per- 
petual affronts  and  Jnjiu-ies.  Though  I 
have  as  natural  an  antipathy  to  cards  and' 
dice,  as  fome  people  have  to  a  cat,  mar^y 
and  many  an  affembly  am  I  forced  to 
endure;  and,  though  reft  and  compo- 
fure  arc  my  peculiar  joy,  am  worn  out 
and  hai-afll'd  to  de^th  with  journies  by 
men  and  women  of  quality,  who  never 
take  one  but  when  I  can  be  of  the  party. 
Some,  on  a  contrary  extren\e,  will  never 
receive  me  but  in  bed,  wliere  they  fpend 
at  leaft  iialf  of  the  time  I  have  to  ftay 
with  them;  and  others  are  fo  monftrojoi* 
ly  ill-bred  as  to  take  phyuck  on  pur-* 
pofe  when  they  have  realbn  to  expert  mc» 
Thofe  who  keep  upon  terms  of  more 
politenefs  with  me,  arc  generally  fo  col4 
and  con  ft  rained  in  their  behaviour,  that 
I  cannot  but  perceivt  myfelf  an  unwel- 
come gueft;  and  even  among  perfons  de- 
ierving  of  eftecm,  and  who  certainly  huxet 
a  value  for  me,  it  is  too  evident  that,  jge- 
nerally,  whenever  I  come  I  tlirow  a  duU 
nefs  over  the  whole  company,  that  I  am 
entertained  with  a  form^  ftiff  civility, 
and  that  they  are  glad  wheti  I  am  feirlyt 
gone. 

How  bitter  muft  this  kind  of  reccp-t 
tion  be  to  oi^e  formed  to  infpure  delight, 
admiration,  and  love  I  To  one  capabli 
of  anfwering  and  rewarding  the  grcateii 
^an^tl\  ^i^4cU9ac^  of  f^timeau !      ^ 
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I  was  bred  up  among  a  ^e^  of 'excel- 
knt  people,  vrho  aftc^ionatcly  loved  me, 
and  treated  me  with  the  utmoft  honour 
and  rel'peft.  It  would  be  tedious  to  re- 
late the  variety  of  my  advtntiurs,  and 
ftnmge  viciflitudes  of  my  fortune  in  many 
different  countries.  Here  in  England 
there  vf^s  a  time  when  I  lived  acconf- 
hig  to  my  heart' R  dcfuc.  Wlienever  I 
appeared,  publicic  afltmblics  api>oIntcd 
foi"  my  rcceprion  were  ci-puded  with  per- 
Ions  of  quality'  and  fa/hion,  caily  aitil 
as  foj-  i  court,  to  pay  me  their  devoirs. 
Cheerful  hofpitality  cyery  where  crownecl 
my  board,  and  I  was  looked  upon  in 
pvery  country  parifti  as  a  kind  ot  focia] 
bond  betwetn  the  fquire,  the  pai  fon,  and 
the  tenants.  The  laborious  poor  cvciy 
where  bleft  my  appearance :  they  do  la 
ftiU,  and  keep  their  beft  cloaths  to  do 
luj  honour  j  thcuj^,  as  much  as  I  de- 
light in  the  honcft  country  f.lks,  tliey  do 
now  and  then  throw  a  pot  of  aJe  at  mv 
head,'  andfometimes  an  unlucky  hoy  witi 
cirive  his  cricket-ball  full  in  my  face. 

Even  in  thefe  my  beft  <lays  there  werf 
pcdbns  who  thought  me  too  demure  and 
grave.  I  m^ft,  forfooth,  by  idl  means 
he  inftniflcd  by  foreign  ma(teis,  and 
taught  to  dance  and  play.  This  method 
of  education  was  lb  cpj)ti'aiy  to  my  ge- 
nius, foiTned  for  mixh  nobler  entertain- 
ments, that  It  did  not  fuccecd  at  all. 

I  fell  next  into  the  hands  of  a  very 
diffoent  fet.  They  wei-e  fo  exccfliyely 
fcandalized  at  the  gaiety  of  n)y  appear- 
ance, as  not  only  to  defpoll  mp  of  tne  fo- 
reign foppenes,the  paint  and  the  patche^ 
that  I  had  bten  tricked  out  with  by  ray 
Jaft  misjudgm^  tutors,  but  they  fobbed 
Tne  of  evei-y  mnoceijt  ornament  I  had 
from'my  infmcy  been  ufcd  to  gather  in 
the  fields  and  gardens  j  nay,  they  black- 
ed my  face,  and  covered  me  all  over  with 
m  habit  of  mourning,  and  that  too  very 
coarfe  and  awkwai^.  I  was  now  ob- 
liged to  lj>end  my  whole  life  in  hearing 
iennons ;  nor  permitted  fo  much  as  to 
fhiilc  upon  any  occafion. 

In  this  melancholy  difjuife  I  became 
%.  perfefl  bugbear  to  all  children  and 
young  fblkf.  Whcicver  I  cnjne  there 
was  a  general  hu(h,  and  immpdiatc  ftop 
to  all  pleafentn.'fs  of  look  or  dilcomfe  j 
and  not  being  permitted  to  talk  with 
them  in  my  own  language  at  that  time, 
|hey  took  fuch  a  dilgufl  to  me  in  thofe 
tedious  hours  of  va\vning,  that  having 
-tranfmitted  it  to  tfieir  chififcn,  I  cannot 
|iOV  be  heard,  though  k  is  kmg  fmct  I 


have  recovered  my  natural  form,  and 
pleaiing  tone  of  voice.  Would  they 
but  receive  my  vifits  kindly,  and  liften 
to  what  I  couM  tell  them— let  me  firy 
it  without  vanity— how  charming  « 
companion  fliould  I  be  I  to  every  one 
conld  I  talk  on  the  fnbje^s  moft  inte- 
feftiug  and  moft  pleafing.  With  the 
great  and  ambitious  I  would  difcourfe 
of  hqnour^  wd  advancements,  of  dif- 
tinftions  to  which  the  whole  world  ihoukl 
be  witnef^  of  tmenvied  digniti^  and  du- 
rable prefennents.  To  the  rich  I  would 
tell  of'  inexhauilible  treallires,  and  the 
fui'e  metho4  to  s^^tain'  them.  I  would  ■ 
teach  them  to  put  out  their  money  on  the 
bell  intereft;  and  inftru^  the  lovtrs  of 
plciifure  how  to  fscure  and  improve  it  to 
the  higheft  degi-ec.  The  beauty  (houki 
Icani  of  me  how  to  prefei-vc  kn  cverlaft- 
ing  bloom.  To  the  affiicled  I  would  «4- 
niiniftcr  comfort,  and  relaxation  to  the 
buiy. 

As  I  dare  promife  myfelf  you  will 
attcft  the  truth  of  all  I  liave  advanced, 
thei*e  is  no  doubt  but  many  will  be  de- 
iiroy?  of  improving  their  acqalntance 
with  me;  ancl  that  I  may  not  be  thought 
too  diificjjlt,  I  wyi  tell  vou,  in  (borty 
how  I  wlfli  to  be  recciveq. 

You  pijift  know,  I  equally  h^te  laz)' 
idlent'fs  and  hurry.  J  would  evcir where 
be  welcomed,  at  a  tolerably  caily  hour, 
with  decent  good-humour  and  gratitude. 
I  muft  be  attended  in  the  great  halls,  pp. 
culiaijy  apprepriat^  to  me  with  i-cfpea  : 
but  I  do  not  inlifl  upon  finciy;  propriety 
of  appearance,  and  pene^  neatjjcfs,  is 
ail  I  require.  I  muft  at  dinner  be  t^'cated 
witJi  a  tempci-ate,  but  chearful  focial 
meal ;  botli  the  neighbours  and  the  poor 
rtioii)  j  be  the  better  for  me.  Some  time 
Imuit  have  tete-a-tete  with  my  kind  en» 
tertainers,  and  the  reft  of  my  vifit  fhould 
he  fpent  in  pleaiant  walks  and  airing? 
among  fets  of  agreeable  peopje,  in  fuch 
difcourfe  as  I  (hall  naturally  di^late^  or 
in  reading  fome  few  leleclcd  out  of  thbic 
numberlefs  books  that  are  dedjcated  to 
me,  and  go  by  my  nr.mc,  A  njirjic  that, 
alas !  as  t;hp  woild  ftands  at  prcicnt, 
niakcs  them  oftencr  thrown  afidc  than 
taken  up.  As  thofe  ccnverfat ions  and 
hooks  ihould  be  both  well  chofen,  to 
eiyc  fome  advice  on  that  head  may  pof- 
ubly  fumifli  you  with  a  future  paper  : 
and  any  thing  you  fhall  offer  on  my  be^ 
half  will  be  of  great  fcrvice  to,  good 
Mr.  Rambler,  your  faithful  friend  and 


lei^rant. 
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NON  ZCO  MXND080S  AUSIM   DKriHDtltX  MOBXS9 
FAL8AQ.uk  pro  T^TIIS   ABMA  TKNXRX    MXIS«  • 

^COXRVPTKO    MANNXR8  I    SHALL    NK*B1^    DBTZV:^ 
JiOU.,  FALSKLT  WITTY,  FOR  MY  FAULTS  C0NTXN9* 


Ovid* 


THOUGH  the  fallibility  of  man's 
reafon»  and  the  narrowncfs  of  his 
knowledge,  are  very  liberally  confefled, 
yet  the  condu^  of  thofe  who  fo  willing- 
ly admit  the  wcakneis  of  human  nature, 
leems  to  difcem  that  this  acknowledg- 
ment is  not  altogether  fincercj  at  lean, 
that  raoH  make  it  with  a  tacit  releiTC  in 
£ivour  of  than  (elves,  and  that  with  what- 
ever eafc  they  give  up  the  claim  of  their 
Dcighbours,  they  arc  deiirous  of  being 
thought  exempt  from  faults  in  their  own 
condud,  and  from  ent>r  in  their  opinions. 
The  certain'  and  obftinate  oppofltion, 
which  we  may  cbfcrvc  made  to  confuta- 
tion, however  clear,  and  to  reproof^  how- 
ever tender,  is  an  undoubted  argument, 
that  fome  dormant  privilege  is  thought 
to  he  attacked;  for  as  no  man  can  loCe 
what  he  neither  poiTeflTes,  nor  imaffines 
Kimfelf  to  poifefs,  or  be  defrauded  ol  that 
■  to  which  hi  has  no  right,  it  is  reafonable 
to  fuppof^  that  thofe  who  break  out  into 
fiiry  at  ihc  foftcft  contradiction,  or  the 
Ai^teft  cenfure,  fince  they  apparen:ly 
condude  thciufelvcs  injured,  muft  fancy 
fome  ancient  Immunity  violated,  or  Ibme 
natural  preroffstivc  invaded.  To  be 
miflak<:n,  if  they  thought  them felv<;s  li- 
able to  mlitake,  could  not  be  confidered 
as  either  ftiameful  or  wonderfiil,  and  th^y 
would  not  receive  with  lb  much  emotijm 
imeiiigence  which  only  informed  th^m 
of  what  they  knew  before,  nor  ftruggle 
with  fuch  carneftneis  againft  an  attack 
that  dq>rived  them  of  nothing  to  which 
they  held  themiclves  entitled. 

It  is  related  of  one  of  the  philofbphers, 
that  when  an  account  was  brought  iiimof 
bis  fon*s  death,  he  received  it  only  with- 
this  rcfle£lion-^*  I  knew  tl\at  my  Con 
*  was  mortal.'  He  that  is  convinced  of 
an  error,  if  he  had  the  fiune  knowledge 
of  his  own  weaknefs,  would,  inftead  of 
draining  for  artifices,  and  brood'mg  ma- 
ligoity,  only  regard  fuch  overiights  ^s  * 
^  appendages  of  humanity,  and  paci- 
iy  himfelf  with  confideruig  that  he  ha^l 
ilway*  known  uiao  to  be  a  tallibi«  bcin*-. 


Elpminstok*  , 

If  it  be  true  that  mod  of  our  pafldon^ 
are  excited  by  the  novelty  of  objects,  theie 
is  little  r^afon  for  doubting  that  to  be 
coniiderei  as  fubje£t  to  fallacies  of  ratio- 
cination, or  imperfe£lion  of  knowledge, 
is  to  a  great  part  of  mankind  entirely 
new ;  for  it  is  unpoflible  to  fall  into  any 
company  where  there  is  not  fome  regu- 
lar and  eltablilhed  fubordination,  with- 
out finding  rage  and  vehemence  produced 
only  by  diffei'cnce  of  fentiments  about 
things  in  which  neither  of  the  dilputanta 
have  any  other  intereft  than  what  pro- 
ceetU  fiom  their  mutual  unwiHingncl's  to 
give  way  to  any  opinion  that  may  bring 
upon  them  the  difgrace  of  being  wrong. 

I  have  heaixl  ot  one,  that,  having  ad., 
vanced  fome  erroneous  d^^fbincs  in  phi-r 
lolbphy,  refufed  to  fee  the  expcri;nenu 
by  wmch  they  were  confuted:  and  the 
obfeiTation  or  every  day  will  give  new 
proofs  with  how  much  induftry  fubtcr- 
fuges  and  e\'afions  are  fought  to  decUjic 
the  prefflire  of  refiillefs  arguments,  how 
of  ..en  the  ftate  of  the  queftion  is  altered, 
how  often  the  antagonift  is  wilfully 
mifreprefented,  and  in  how  much  per- 
plexity the clearelt  portions  aie  involved 
by  thofe  whom  they  happen  to  oppo.'e. 

Of  all  mortals,  none  feem  to  hav© 
been  moiC  infeclcd  with  this  fpecies  olf 
vanity  than  the  race  of  wrirers,  whole 
reputation  ailfmg  folely  from  tlieir  un- 
dcrilanding,  gives  thc-m  a  very  dclicjte 
fbMibility  of  any  violence  attemp  ed  oa 
their  htci*ary  honour.  It  is  not  un- 
pleafing  to  remark  with  what  rolicituls 
men  of  ackiiovvlevlf;cd  abilities  will  en- 
deavour to  palliate  abfuixliries  and  re- 
concile ccutraJi6tIons,  only  to  obviarf 
criticifns  to  which  all  human  pci-foru'- 
ances  tuuft  ever  be  expoi'cd,  and  fro,u 
whx'i  ihjy  can  never  iuffer,  but  when 
they  teacK  tiij  worhl,  by  a  vain  and  ri- 
diculoui  impatienc»j,  to  tjiink  them  c^ 
impu;r9r,(e. 

DmLn,  whci'c  v^nrmth  of  fancy  and 
hade  «Fco;npori:icn  \\v/ ficqu'ently  hi  r 
li.d  \uifi  into  inucciM-acies^hv.'ard  liiiiu 
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ielf  fometlmes  cxpofcd  to  ridinilc^for 
having  (aid  ii^0ne  of  hb  tragedies— 

I  follow  hte,  which  does  too  faft  pvrfae* 
That  no  man  could  at  once  follow  and 
be  followed,  was,  it  may  be  thought^ 
too  plain  to  be  long  difputed  ;  and  the 
truth  is,  that  Diyocn  was  apparently 
betrayed  into  the  blunder  by  the  double 
meaningof  die  word  Fate,  to  which  in  the 
former  part  of  the  verfe  he  had  annexed 
tbe  idea  of  fortune,  and  in  the  latter  that 
of  Death ;  (b  that  the  fenfe  only  was, 
though  pttrjued  hy  Deaths  I  iviil  not  re- 
Jign  myfelfta  de(pair^  but  nvill  fiUoiv 
Fortune,  and  do  andfuffer  ivhat  is  ap- 
pointed i  This,  however,  was  not  com- 
pletely exprerfed;  and  Drydcri  being  de- 
termined not  to  give  way  to  his  cri- 
ticks,  never  confeflfed  that  he  had  been 
furprized  by  an  ambiguity  5  but  finding 
luckily  in  Virgil  an  account  of  a  man 
"moving  in  a  circle,  with  this  expreflion 
— «  Et  fe  fequitutque  fugitjue-^Hert,* 
fays  he,  *  is  the  paflTage  in  imitation  of 

*  \vhich  I  wrote  the  line  that  my  cri- 
<  ticks  were  pleafed  to  condemn  as  rton- 

*  fenfe ;  not  out  I  may  fometimes  write 

*  nonfcnfe,  though  they  have  not  the 

*  fortune  to  find  it.' 

Every  one  fees  the  folly  of  fuch  mean 
doubling;s  to  efcape  the  jnirfuit  of  cri- 
ticifm ;  nor  is  there  a  httgle  reader  of 
this  poet  who  would  not  have  paid  him 
greater  veneration,  had  he  (hewn  con- 
fcioufnefs  enoueh  of  his  own  ibperiority 
to  fct  ftich  cavils  at  defiance,  ami  owned 
thslt  he  fometimes  flipped  into  errors 
by  the  tumult  of  his  imagination,  and 
the  multitude  of  his  ideas. 

It  is  happY  when  this  temper  difco- 
vers  itfelf  only  ih  little  things,  which 
may  be  right  or  wrong  without  any  in- 
fluence on  the  virtue  or  happinefs  of 
mankind.  We  may,  with  voy  little 
inquietude,  f^e  a  man  perfift  in  a  pro- 
jeft  which  he  has  found  to  be  impracti- 
cable, live  in  an  inconvenient  houfe  be- 
caufe  it  was  contrived  by  himfelf,  or 
wear  a  coat  of  a  particular  cut  in  hopes 
by  perfeverance  to  bring  it  iitto  f.ifhion. 
Thcic  arc  indeed  follies,  but  the)'  are 
only  follies  j  and,  however  wild  or  ridi- 
culous, dan  very  little  affe6l  others. 

But  fuch  pride,  once  indulged,  too 
frequently  operates  upon  more  import- 
ant objcas,  and  inclines  men  not  only 
to  vindicate  their  errors,  but  their  vices ; 
to  perfift  in  pi-a6iiteft  which  their  own 
hearts  condemn,  only  left  they  (hould 


fcera  to  feel  reproaches,  or  hi  made 
wiferby  the  advice  of  others ;  or  to  fearch 
for  fbphinns  tending  to  ^e  confufion 
of  all  principles,  and  the  evacuation  of 
all  duties,  that  they  may  not  appear  to 
aft  what  they  are  not  able  to  defend. 

Let  every  man  who  finds  vanity  fo 
far  predominant  as  to  betray  him  to  the 
danger  of  this  laft  degree  of  corruption, 
pau&  a  moment  to  coniider  what  will 
be  the  confequences  of  the  plea  which 
he  is  about  to  offer  for  a  praftice  to 
which  he  knows  himfelf  not  led  at  firft 
by  reafon,  but  impelled  by  the  violence 
of  defire,  (lirprized  by  the  fuddcnnefs 
of  pailion,  or  feduced  by  the  foft  ap- 
proaches of  temptation,  and  by  imper- 
ceptible gradations  of  guilt.  Let  him 
confider  what  he  is  goin^  to  commit, 
by  forcing  his  underttanding  to  patro- 
nife  thofc  appetites  which  it  is  it*s  chief 
bufinefs  to  hinder  and  reform. 

The  caufe  of  virtue  requires  fo  little 
art  to  defend  it,  and  good  and  evil, 
when  they  have  been  once  fhewn,  are  lb 
eafily  dlfUngtiifhed,  that  fuch  apologifts 
feldom  gain  profelytes  to  their  party* 
nor  have  their  fallacies  power  to  deceive 
any  but  thofe  whofedefu^s  have  clouded 
their  difcemment.  All  that  the  heft  fa- 
culties thus  employed  can  perfoim  ts, 
to  perfuade  the  hearers  that  the  man  is 
hopelefs  whom  they  only  thousht  vi- 
cious, that  corruption  has  palled  fr6m 
his  manners  to  his  principles,  that  all 
endeavours  for  his  recovery  are  w,-ithout 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  and  that  nothing 
remains  but  to  avoid  him  as  infeflious, 
or  hunt  him  down  as  deftruflive. 

But  if  it  be  fuppofed  that  he  may  im- 
pofe  /  on  his  audience  by  partial  reprc- 
lentations  of  confequences,  intricate  de- 
ductions of  remote  caufes,  <5r  perplexed 
combinations  of  ideas,  whicn  having 
various  relations  appear  different  as 
viewed  on  different  fides;  that  he  may 
fometimes  puzzle  the  weak  and  well- 
meaning,  Mid  now  and  then  feduce,  by 
the  admiration  of  his  abilities,  a  young 
mind  (till  ftuftuating  in  un fettled  no- 
tions, and  neither  fortified  by  inftruc- 
tion,  nor  enlightened  by  experience ;  yet 
what  muftbe  the  event  of  fiich  a  triumph  ? 
A  man  cannot  fp-nd  all  his  life  in  fro- 
lick :  age.  Or  difeafe,  or  folitude,  will 
bring  lomc  hours  of  ferlous  confldera- 
tion  5  and  it  will  then  afford  no  comf6rt 
to  think  that  he  has  extended  the  do- 
minion of  vice,  that  he  has  loaded  him- 

and  ^-an 
nevcT 


felf  with  the  _. 

Digitized 


z«^^t&^(*§I^' 


THE    RAMBLER. 


75 


iever  Icnow  the  extent  of  his  own  wick* 
fdnefs)  or  make  reparation  for  the  mif- 
chief  that  he  has  xaufed.  Tiiere  b  not> 
perhaps  in  all  the  ftores  of  ideal  an- 
guifh,  a  thought  more  painful  than  the 
conrciouihtTs  of  having  propagated  cor- 
rupfion  by  vitiating  principles,  of  hav-l 
ing  not  only  drawn  others  from 
paths  of  vhrtuc,  but  blocked  up  the  way' 
bjr  which  they  (hould  return,  of  haying 
blinded  ^hcm  to  every  beauty  but  the 
paint  of  pleafur^,  and  deafimed  them 
to  every  call  but  the  alluring  voice  ofj 
the  fvrens  of  deftruftion. 

There  is  yet  another  danger  in  this 
practice :  men  who  cannot  deceive  others 
are  vmr  often  fuccefsful  in  deceiving 
themfelvcs ;  they  weave  their  fophiftry 
till  their  own  realbn  is  entangled,  and 
repeat  their  poHtions  till  they  are  cre- 
dited by  themlelves :  by  often  contend- 
ing they  grow  fincere  in  the  cauie,  and 
by  long  wiihing  for  dempnftrative  ar- 
guments, they  at  laft  brine  themfelyes 
to  fancy  that  they  have  roimd  them. 
They  are  then  at  the  uttermoft  verge  of 
wickedncfs,  and  may  die  without  hav- 
ing that  light  rekindled  in  their  minds 
which  tlieir  own  pride  and  contumacy 
have  extingvifhed. 
The  men  who  can  be  charged  with 


fewcft  failing*,  either  with  rcfped  to 
abilities  or  virtue,  arc  generally  moft 
ready  to  allow  then^ :  for,  not  to  dwell 
on  things  of  fokma  and  awful  conli- 
deration,  the  humility  of  conieflbrs,  the 
tears  of  faints,  and  the  dying  terrors  of 
perfons  eminent  for  piety  and  innocence* 


pocrates,  whofe  name  is  perhaps  in  ra- 
tional eftimation  greater  than  Csfar's, 
warned  pofterity  againft  a  miftake  into 
which  he  had  fallen.  ^  So  nnich,*  fays 
Celfus,  <  does  the  open  and  artlefs  con- 

♦  feflion  of  an  error  become  a  man  con- 

*  fciotts  that  he  has,  enough  remainmg 
?  to  fupport  his  charafter/ 

As  aJl  error  is  raeannefs,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  every  man  who  confults  his  o>xn 
dignity,  to  retraft  it  as  foon  as  he  dif, 
covers  it,  without  fearing  any  cenfure  Co 
much  as  that  of  hb  own  mind.  As  juf- 
tice  requires  that  all  injuries  ihould  be 
r-epaired,  it  is  the  duty  of  bun  who  has 
feduced, others  by  bad  pra^ices,  or  falfe 
notions,  to  endeavour  that  fuch  as  have 
adopted' his  errors  ihould  know  his  re- 
traction, and  that  thofe  who  have  learned 
vice  by  his  example,  (hould  by  his  ex- 
ample be  taught  amendment. 


N<»  XXXII,  SATURDAY,  JULY  7,  1750, 


'*i2y  Ir  fAoX^av  I;^"©,  Wfa»c  ^f{«,  f*n^  aytahHu' 


PvTHAC, 


OF  ALL  THE  WOXS  THAT  tOAD  THE  MORTAL   STATE, 
WHATE*EB   TIJT  RORTION,  MIf.DLY   MEET   THY  EATEJ 
BUT  EASE  IT  A8  THOP  CAN'iT— — T* 

Elphinstov* 


SO  large  a  part  of  human  life  paflfes 
in  a  ftatc  contrary  to  our  natural 
^<-rires,  that  one  of  the  principal  topicks 
cf  moral  inftruftion  is  the  art  of  bear- 
i-g  calamities.  And  fuch  is  the  certain- 
ty of  evil,  that  it  i$  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  fumifh  his  mind  with  thole  prin- 
Fj'ples  that  may  enable  him  tp  a£l  under 
it  with  decency  and  propriety. 

The  fea  of  ancient  philolophers  that 
boaftcd  to  have  carried  this  nccefTary 
fcience  to  the  higheft  perfeftion,  were 
Ilie  Stoicks,  or  fcholars  of  Zeno,  whofe 
wild  cntlju^ftic  virtue  pretended  to  an 


r    /r 


hj  ^ 


^emption  from  the  feniibilities  of  un- 
enlightened mortals,  and  who  proclaim- 
ed themfelves  exalted,  by  thf  doftrine^ 
of  then-  fct1t,  above  the  reach  of  thofe 
miferies  which  embitter  life  to  the  reft 
of  the  world.  They  therefore  removed 
pain,  poverty,  lofs  of  friends,  exile,  and 
violent  death,  from  the  catalogue  of 
evils ;  and  pafled,  in  their  haughty  Ityle, 
a  kind  of  irreverfible  decree,  by  which 
they  forbade  them  to  be  counted  any 
.  longer  among  the  objefts  of  terror  or 
anxiety,  or  fo  give  any  difturbance  to 
tlie  tranquillity  of  a  wife  i^an. 
;         ^  K  1    ■  This 
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Thh  c6lSi  was,  I  think,  not  univcr- 
fally  obfcrvfd ;  for  though  one  of  the 
more  refohittr,  when  he  was  tortured  by 
a  vyolentxlifeafe,  cried  out,  thit  kt  pain 
hanifs  him  to  it's  utmoft  povrei-,  it  Hwuld 
never  force  him  to  conliiler  it  ag  other 
than  indifferent  and  neutral :  yet  all  had 
not  fttijblftpmnefstohoJdput  againft  their 
fenfes ;  for  a  weaker  P^il  of  Zeno  it 
recorded  to  have  contefled,  in  the  an- 
guish of  the  gouty  that  be  no-w  found 
fain  to  be  an  en)iL 

It  may  however  be  queftioned,  whe- 
ther thefephilofophers  can  be  very  pro- 
,pcrly  numbered  among  the  teachers  of 
patience ;  for  if  pain  be  not  an  evil,  there 
jbems  xlo  inftruftion  reguifite  how  it 
mav  be  borne  4  and  therefore,  when  they 
enaeavour  to  arm  their  followers  with  ar- 
guments againft  it,  they  may  be  thought 
to  have  given  up  their  firft  pofition. 
But  fuch  inconfiltcncics  are  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  greateft  underftandings, 
when  they  endeavour  to  grow  eminent 
•by  fmgularity,  and  employ  tlieir  ftrength 
in  eftablifhing  opinions  oppofite  to  na- 
ture. 

The  controverfy  about  the  reality  of 
external  evils  is  now  at  an  end.  That 
life  has  many  miferies,  and  tliat  thofe 
miferies  are,  fometimes  at  leaft,  equal 
to  all  the  powers  of  fortitude,  is  now 
univcrfally  confeffed^  and  therefore  it 
is  ufeful  to  confidcr  not  only  how  we 
may  efcape  them,  but  by  what  means 
thofe  which  eilher  the  accidents  of  af- 
faii-s  or  the  infirmities  of  nature,  muft 
bring  upon  us,  may  be  mitigated  and 
lightened,  and  how  we  may  make  thoie 
hours  lei's  wretched,  which  the  comli- 
t  on  of  ou^-  pre(ent  exigence  will  not 
alkw  to  be  very  happy. 

The  cure  for  the  gre;|tcft  part  of  hu- 
man miferies  is  nor  ladical,  but  paili- 
aMve.  Inielicity  is  involved  in  corpo- 
real nature,  and  interwoven  with  our 
being  i  all  attempts  therefore  to  decline 
it  wholly  aie  ulelefs  and  vain  :  the  ar- 
mies of  pairi  lend  their  arrows  agiinrt 
\\^>  on  every  fule,  the  choice  is  only  be- 
t wfcn  thole  which  nre  morc  or  l^fs  fnarp, 
or  tinged  xyith  poifon  of  greater  or  lefs 
mallj^nity;  ;»mi  tl.e  firougeft  armour 
v'hlch  i-eafbn  cnn  f'upply  wiji  only  blunt 
tJielr  points,  but  cannot  repel  them. 

Tlie  gieal  remedy  whicri  Heaven  hag 
put  In  our  hands  Is  p  'tii nee;  by  which 
thf.ugh  ve  c;innot  Icilen  the  tomicnta  of 
the  I  o-ly.  vee  can  In  a  ^reat  mc?-(\ire  pre- 
Jiffve  the  peace  of  the  ml»d,  and  {\\\\\\ 


fuifipr  only  the  "natural  and  g-nuincforcft 
of  an  evil,  Without  heightening  it's  acri- 
mony, or  prolonging  it's  effects. 

There  la  indeed  nothing  more  un- 
fuitable  to  the  nature  of  man  in  any 
calamity  than  rage  and  turbulence,  whicli 
without  examining  whether  they  are  not 
fometimes  impious,  are  at  lean  always 
otfeniive,  and  incline  others  rather  to 
hate  aad  dcfpife  than  to  pity  and  afllft 
us.  If  what  we  fuffer  has  been  brcught 
upon  us  by  ourfelves,  it  is  obferved  by 
an  ancient  poet,  that  patifcnce  is  eou^ 
nently  our  duty,  fmce  no  one  ihbuld  bq 
angry  at  feeling  that  which  he  has  dc- 
ferved. 

Leniter  ex  mirito  quicquid patiareferendum  efi^ 
Jjex,  p^in  deferv'd  without  complaint  be  borne« 

And  furely,  if  we  are  confcious  that  we 
have  not  contributed  to  our  own  fuf-^ 
ferings,  if  puniibment  falls  upon  innot 
cence,  or  dilappointment  happens  to 
indulhy  and  piiidence,  patience,  whe- 
ther more  necclfitry  or  not,  is  much 
ealier,  fince  our  pain  ts  then  without 
aggravation,  and  we  have  not  the  bitter- 
neis  of  remorfe  to  add  to  the  alperity 
of  mislortime. 

Iji  thofe  evils  which  are  allotted  to 
.us  by  Providence,  liich  as  deformity, 
pi'ivation  of  any  of  the  fenfes,  or  old  age, 
it  is  Always  to  bt  rcm.ember^,  that  im- 
patience can  have  no  prcfent  efFeft,  bxit 
to  deprive  us  of  tl\e  confolations  which 
our  condition  ddmit^i  by  driving  away 
from  us  thofe  by  whole  converfation  ox-, 
advice  we  might  be  amufed  or  helped  j 
and  that  with  regard  to  futurity  it  \9 
yet  -left  to  be  juftified,  fmce^  without 
leifeuing  the  pain,  it  cuts  off"  the  hopc~ 
of  that  ivward,  which  he  by  whom  it 
is  infliftetl  will  confer  upon  them  that 
bear  it  well. 

\\\  all  evils  which  admit  a  ren>edx» 
Impatience  is  to  be  avoided,  becaufe  it 
waflestliat  time  and  attention  in  com- 
plaints, that  if  properly  applied,  might 
remove  tire  caule,  Turcnne,  among  the 
ncknowledgm«nt&  which  he  ufcd  to  pay 
in  conveifalion  to  the  memory  of  thole 
by  whom  ^e  had  beep  Indrufted  in  the 
ait  of  war,  mentionetl  one  \vith  honour, 
who  taught  him  not  to  fpend  his  tune 
in  regretting  any  miftake  which  he  had 
made,  but  to  fet  himfelf  immediately 
and  vigorouliy  to  repair  it. 

Patience  and  IjibmifTion  are  very  care- 
fglly  tQ  b;'  diftin^uifhcd  from  cowardice 
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tfid  indolence.  We  arc  not  to  repine, 
but  we  may  lawfully  ftmggle  j  for  the 
calamities  of  life,  like  the  necefTities  of 
nature,  are  palis  to  labour  and  exercilts 
of  ^iTigence.'  When  we  feel  any  pref- 
fures  S  dittrefs,  we  ai-e  not  to  conclude 
that  we  can  only  obey  the  will  of  Hea- 
ven by  languiiliing  under  it,  any  moi-e 
than  when  we  perceive  the  pain  of  thirft 
we  arete  imac^  that  water  is  prohibit- 
ed. Of  nusf ortune  it  never  can  be  cer- 
tainly known  whether,  as  proc,teding 
fyxn  the  hand  of  God,  it  is  an  a£l  of  fa*? 
Tour  or  of  puniihnient :  but  iince  all  the 
Qfdinary  difpcniations  of  providence  ai'e 
to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  gene» 
ral  analogy  of  things,  we  may  conclude 
that  we  liavc  %  right  to  I'onove  one  in- 
convenience as  w«U  at  another;  that  we 
Ore  only  to  take  cant  kft  we  purchalc 
eaie  with  guilt ;  and  that  our  Maker's 
purpofe,  whciiKT  of  reward  or  feverity, 
will  be  anfwered  l^  the  labours  which 
tit  lays  us  uixUr  the  neceflity  of  p(;r- 
forming.  / 

This  duty  is  not  more  difEcult  in  any 
ftate  than  in  difeafes  intenfcly  pain- 
fnl,  which  may  indeed  Aiffcr  fuch  exa- 
cei-bations  as  teem  to  llrain  the  powei-s 
of  life  to  their  utmoft  (Iretch,  and  leave 
very  little  of  the  attention  vacant  to  pre-, 
cept  or  reproof.  In  this  ftate  the  na- 
ture of  man  requires  fome  indulgence, 
and  every  extravagance  but  impiety  may 
be  ciiily'  forgiven  him.  Yet,'  left  wc 
iboiild  think  our&lves  too  ibon  entitled 
to  the  mournful  privileges  of  irrefidible 
miiery,  it  is  proper  to  refle£l,  that  the 
utmoft  anguiih  which  human  wit  can 
contrive,  or  human  malice  can  inili£V, 
hasbcen  borne  with  conllancy  ;  and  that 
if  the  pains  of  difeale  be,  as  I  believe 
they  are,  fometime^  greatei^  than  thoi^ 
of  artificial  torture,  they  are  therefore 
in  their  own  nature  ihorter,  the  vital 
frame  is  quickly  broken,  or  the  union 
between  (oul  and  body  is  for  a  time  fu- 
fpended  by  infbn(ibility»  and  we  foon 
ceafe  to  m  our  nudadies  when  they 


once  become  too  violent  to  be  borne*  X 
think  there  is  fome  reafon  for  qxieltion- 
ing  whither  the  body  and  mind  are  not 
fo  proportioned,  that  tlie  one  can  bear 
all  that  can  be  infln5>ed  on  the  other,  ' 
whether  virtue  cannot  ijand  it's  groimd 
as  long  as  life,  and  whether  a  fovd  .well 
principled  wilLnot  be  fejmrated  foonex* 
than  iuWued. 

In  calamities  which  operate  chiefly  on 
our  paeons,  fuch  as  diminution  of  for- 
tune, lofs  of  friends,  or  de^jlenfion  of 
charafter,  the  chiff  danger  of  impatience 
is  upon  the  firfl  attack,  and  many  expe- 
dients have  been  contrived,  by  which  the 
blow  may  be  broken.  Of  thefe  the  moft 
genei-al  precept  is,  not  to  take  pleafure 
in  any  thing  of  which  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  fecure  the  poflVflTjon  to  ourfclves. 
This  counfel,  when  wc  confidcr  the  cn- 
joynjent  of  any  teneflrial  advantage,  as 
oppofite  to  a  conftant  and  habitual  Ibli- 
citude  for  future  felicity,  is  undoubtedly 
juft,  and  delivered  by  that  authority 
which  cannot  be  dii'puted ;  but  in  any 
other  fenfe,  is  it  not  like  advice  not  to 
walk  left  wc  ftiould  ftumble,  or  not  to 
fee  left  our  eyes  (hould  light  upon  dcr 
formity  ?  It  feems  to  me  rcafonablc  tQ 
pnjoy  bleiTings  'with  confidence,  as  well 
as  to  refign  them  with  fubmifTion,  and 
to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  good 
which  we  pofTel's  without  infolence  or 
voluptuoufnefs,  as  fcr  the  reftitution  of 
that  which  we  lofe  without  defpondency 
oi'  murmurs. 

The  chief  fecurity  againft  the  fruitlefi 
angulfh  of  impatience  muft  arife  from 
frequent  reflexion  on  the  wiidom  and 
goodnefs  of  the  God  of  nature,  in  whofc 
hands  are  richer  and  poverty,  honour 
and  difgrace,  pleafure  and  pa'\n,  and  life 
and  death.  A  fettled  convi6Vion  of  the 
tendency  of  every  thing  to  our  |^)od, 
and  of  the  polTibijity  of  tuming  miferies 
into  happinefs,  by  receiving  tnem  right? 
ly,  wdl  incline  us  to  blefs  the  name  of 
the  Lordf  nvbetber  he  gives  or  tahef 
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Ovid* 


IN  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  33  is     yet  untainted,  and  fimpUcity  unadulfe- 
well  known  to  thofe  who  are  yerfed     rated,  mankind  was  happy  in  the  enjoy- 
in  a^Klent  tradidon9>  when  innocence  wa<    ipei^t  pf  continual  pleaiwi,  and  conftant 
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plenty,  under,  the  protcftioii  of  Xed^ ;  a 
gentle  divinity, who  required  of  her  wor- 
Siippers  neither  altars  nor  facrifices,  and 
whole  rites  were  only  performed  by  pro- 
ftrations  upon  turfs  of  flowers  in  (hades 
©f  jafmine  and  myrtle,  or  by  dailtes  on 
the  banks  of  riveit  flowing  with  milk 
and  nectar. 

Under  this  eafy  government  the  flrft 
gt-nerations  breathed  thefi*agrance  of  per- 
petual fpring,  eat  the  fmile  which,  with- 
out culture,  tell  ripe  into  their  hands, 
and  flept  under  bowers  arched  by  nature, 
with  the  birds  fmging  over  their  heads, 
and  the  beaflrs  fporting  about  them.  But 
by  degrees  they  began  to  lofe  their  ori- 
ginal integrity  j  each,  tliough  there  was 
more  than  enough  for  all,  was  deiirous 
of  appropi'iating  part  to  himfelf.  Then 
entered  violence  and  fraud,  and  theft 
and  rapine.  Soon  after  pride  and  envy 
broke  into  the  world,  and  brought  with 
ihemancw  (landard  of  wealth;  tor  men, 
who  till  then  thought  tliemlclvcs  rich 
when  they  wanted  nothing,  now  rated 
their  demand?,  not  by  the  calls  of  nature, 
but  by  the  plenty  of  othei-sj  and  began 
toconfiderthemfelvcs  as  poor,  when  they 
beheld  their  own  poffeflTions  exceeded  by 
thoic  of  their  neignbours.  Now  only  one 
could  be  happy,, bccaufe  only  one  could 
have  moft,  and  that  on^  was  always  in 
danger  left  the  fame  arts  by  which  he 
had  fupplanted  others  flioukl  be  pra£lilcd 
upon  himfelf. 

Amidft  tlic  prevalence  of  this  coiTup- 
tion,  the  ftate  of  the  earth  was  changed; 
the  year  was  divided  into  fcafons  ;  part 
of  tne  ground  became  barren,  and  the 
reft  yielded  only  berries,  acorns,  and 
herbs.  The  /ummer  and  autumn  indeed 
fiirnifhed  a  coarle  and  inelegant  fuffici- 
cncy,  but  winter  wa«  without  any  relief; 
Famine,  with  a  thoufand  difeafes,  which 
fhe  inclemency  of  the  air  invited  into  the 
fipptr  regions,  made  havock  among  men, 
and  there  anpearcd  to  be  danger  left  they 
(hculd  be  dtftroycd  before  they  were  re- 
formed. 

To  oppofe  thedcvaftations  of  Famine, 
who  fcattci-cd  the  ground  every  where 
with  carcafcs.  Labour  cante  do^v^  upon 
rsrth.  Labour  was  the  fon  of  Neceflir 
ty,  the  nurfding  of  Hope,  and  the  |>upil 
pf  AYt ;  he  had  the  ftrcngth  of  his  mo- 
ther, the  fpirit  of  his  nurfe,  and  the  dex- 
terity of  his  eovemcfs.  His  face  was 
wrinkled  with  the  wind,  and  fwarthy 
^itl^  the  fun  J  "he  had  the  impkniewts  of 
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hvftnndiy  in  one  hand,  with  which  ht 
turned  up  the  earth ;  in  the  other  he  had 
the  tools  of  archite^ure,  and  railed  walls 
and  towers  at  his  ple2Uure.  He  called 
out  with  a  rough  voice*-*  Mortals  I  dee 

*  here  the  power  to  whom  you  are  con- 

*  ilgned,  and  from  whom  you  are  to 
'  hope  for  all  your  pleafures   and  all 

<  your  fafety.  You  have  long  languifk* 
'  ed  under  the  dominion  ot  Kelt,  an 

*  impotent  and  deceitful  goddefs,  who 

*  can  neither  prote^k  norreiieve  you,  but 

<  refigns  you  to  the  firft  attack  of  eith^ 
<, Famine  or  Difeafe,    and  fuft'ers  her 

*  /hades  to  be  invaded  by  every  enemy, 

<  and  dcftroycd  by  every  "accident- 

*  Awake  therefore  to  the  call  of  Labour. 

*  I  will  teach  you  to  remw^y  tlie  fterciity 

*  oftheetrth,  andthefeverityof  the&yj 

*  1  will  compel  fummer  to  find  provi- 

*  fions  for  the  winter;  I  will  force  tho 
«  watei-s  to  give  yo«  their  fi(h,  the  ahr 

*  it's  fowls,  and  the  foreft  it's  beafts ;  I 

*  will  teach  you -to  pierce  the  bowels  of 

*  the  earth,  and  bring  out  from  the  ca« 

*  vems  of  the  mountain*  metals  wkidi 

*  ftiall  give  ftrcngth  to  your  hands,  and 

*  fecurity  to  yckir  bodies,  by  which  yoii 

*  may  be  covered  from  the  aflfaults  -of 

*  the  f^erceft  beafts,  and  with  which  you 
.<  ftiallfeil  the  oak,  and  divide  rocks,  and 

*  fubjcclall  nature  to  your  Mik  and  ples% 

<  fure,' 

Encouraged  by  this  magnificent  invi- 
tation, the  inhabitants  of  the  globe  con- 
fidered"  I^boinr  at  their  only  nicnd,  and 
hafted  to  his  conrunaud.  He  led  them 
out  tp  the  flelds'  and  mountains,  and 
/hewed  them  how  to  open  mines,  to  level 
hilU,  to  drain  marfhes,  and  change  the 
courfe  of  rivers ,  The  face  of  things  was 
immediately  titmf formed ;  the  land  was 
covered  with  towns  and  villages,  en* 
compaflcd  with  fields  of  com  and  plan- 
tations of  fi-uit-trces ;  and  nothing  was 
feen  but  heaps  of  grain  and  baikett  of 
fruit,  full  tables,  and  crouced  ftorc^ 
houfes. 

Thus  Labour  and  his  follo'A'ers  added 
'  e\'ery  hour  new  acquifiticms  to  their  con, 
queits,  and  faw  Famine  gradually  dif- 
poiTeiTed  of  his  dominions;  till  at  laft, 
amidft  their  jollity  and  triumphs,  they 
were  deprefled  and  amved  by  the  ap- 
proach of  IfaflTitude,  who  was  known  by 
her(\mk  eyes,  and  dejc^ltd  countenance. 
She  came  forward  trfcmbling  and  groan- 
ing ;  at  every  groan  the  hearts  of  all 
thofc  thai  beheld  h?r  loft  their  co!ir:«ge^ 
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their  ncrvc*  HacJkcncd,  their  hands  (hoolc, 
and  the  inftniments  of  Labour  fell  from 
iheir  g^fp.  ' 

Shocked  with  this  horrid  phantom,thcy 
itfleded  with  regret  on  their  cafy  com- 
pliance with  the  folicitarions  of  Labour, 
ind  began  to  with  again  for  the  golden 
hours  which  they  remembered  to  have 
jjafTed  under  the  reign  of  Jleft,  whom 
they  refolded  again  to  vifit,  and  to  whom 
they  intended  to  dedicate  the  remain- 
ing 'pm  of  their  lives.  Rett  had  not 
left  the  world ;  they  quickly  found  her; 
,  and,  to  atone  for  their  foimer  defertion, 
innted  her  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe 
acquLfitions  which  Labour  had  procured 
them. 

Reft  therefore  took  leave  of  the  groves 
and  vallies,  which  Ihc  had  hitheito  in- 
bbited,  and  entered  into  palaces,  rc- 
pofed  herfelf  in  alcoves,  and  flumbercd 
awuv  the  winter  upon  beds  of  down,  and 
the  (ummer  in  artificial  grottos  with  caf- 
cade$  playing  betbre  her.  There  was 
indeed  always  fomethin?  wanting  to 
complete  her  felicity,  and  (he  could  ne- 
ver lull  het  returning  fugitives  to  that 
Icrenity  which  they  knew  before  their 
engagements  with  Labour:  nor  was  her 
dominion  entirely  withoitt  controul,  for 
ihc  was  obliged  to  fhare  it  with  Luxury, 
thou^  (he  always  looked  upon  her  as 
a  h\Cc  friend,  by  whom  ber  influence 
*/as  in  reality  deiiroyed  while  it  fecmed 
to  be  promoted. 

The  two  foft  afTociate^,  however, 
reigned  for  forae  time  without  vi(iblvdif- 
agrcemcnt,  till  at  laft  Luxury  betrayed 
her  charge,  and  let  in  Difeafe  to  fcixe  up- 
on her  worihippers.  Reft  then  flew  away, 
and  left  the  place  to  the  dfurpers;  who 
mployed  all  their  artt  to  fortify  them- 
(elvcs  in  their  pofMRon,  and  to  ftrength- 
en  the  interest  of  each  other. 

Reft  had  not  always  the  fame  enemy » 
in  loine  place*  (he  efcaped  the  incurfions 
of  Difeafe;  but  had  her  refidence  invad- 
«d  by  a  more  flow  and  fubtle  intruder, 
for  very  frequently,  whein  every  thing 
was  compofed  and  quiet;  when  there 
^"^neithcr  pain  within,  nordangerwith*. 
oat;  when  every  flower  was  in  bloom, 
»nd  tvery  gale  freighted  with  perfumes; 
Satiety  would  enter  with  a  lang\i idling 
WW  repining  look,  and  throw  herfelf 
upon  the  couch/  placed  and   adoimd 


for  the  accommodation  of  Reft.  No 
fooner  was  (he  Icated,  tlian  a  generrl 
gloom  fprcad  itfelf  on  cvin7  fide,  the 
groves  immediately  loft  their  verdure, 
and  their  inhabitants  defifted  from  their 
melody,  the  breeze  funk  in  (ighs,  and 
the  flowers  cpntra^ed  their  leaves,  and 
(hut  up  their  odours.  Nothing  was  fecn 
on  f verv  fide  but  multitudes  wandering 
about  tk:y  knew  not  whither,  in  queft 
th«y  knew  not  of  what;  no  voice  wa» 
heard  but  of  complaints  that  mentionM 
no  pain,  and  murm\*rs  that  could  tell 
of  no  misfortune.  • 

Reft  had  now  loft  her  authority.  Her 
followers  again  began  to  treat  her  with 
contempt;  fome  of  them  united  them- 
felves  moi-c  clofely  to  Luxury,  who  pro- 
mi  fed  by  her  arts  to  'drive  Satiety  away; 
and  others,  that  were  more  wife,  or  had 
more  fortitude,  went  back  again  to  La- 
bour, by  whom  they  were  indeed'  pro- 
tefted  fiom  Satiety,  but  delivered  Up  in 
time  to  La(ritude,  and  forced  by  her  to 
the  bowers  of  Re(i. 

Thus  Reft  and  Labour  equally  per- 
ceived their  reign  of  (hort  duration  and 
uncertain  tenure ;  and  their  empire  lia- 
ble to  inro'Juis  from  tho(c  who  were  alike 
enemies  to  both.  They  each  found  their 
fubjeas  unfaithful,  and  ready  to  defert 
them  upon  every  opportunity.  Labour 
faw  the  riches  which  he  had  given  al- 
ways carried  away  as  an  oflTering  to  Reft, 
and  Reft  foimd  her  votaries  in  every 
exigence  flying^from  her  to  beg  help  of 
Labour.  They,  therefore,  at  laft  de- 
termined upon  an  interview,  in  which 
they  agreed  to  divide  the  world  between 
them ;  and  govern  it  alternately,  allo^- 
ting  the  dominion  of  the  day  to  one, 
and  that  of  the  night  to  the  other,  and 
promifed  to  r^uard  the  frontiers  of  eacli 
other ;  i'o  that,  whenever  hoftilities  were: 
attempted,  Satiety  fliould  be  intercepted 
by  Labour,  and  LaiTitude  expelled  H 
Reft.  Thus  the  ancient  quarrel  was  af' 
peafcd;  and  as  hatred  is  often  fucceedt  J 
by  it's  conti-ary,  Reft  afterwai-ds  bt - 
came  prw^nant  by  Labour,  and  was  dc. 
livei-ed  of  Health;  a  benevolent  goddcfs, 
who  conibiidated  the  union  of  her  pa- 
rents, and  contributed  to  the  regular  vi- 
cIlTitudes  of  theii-  reign,  by  dilbcnfmg  her 
gifts  to  thofc  only  who  (harcd  tneir  lives  in 
juft  proportions  between  ReftandLabour. 
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'  Koy   SINE    VANO 

AURAllVM    £T    SZLU.C   I^XTU.^— 

ALARM*D  WITH    EV*RY    KIMNG    GALE^y 

Ik  tv'jiY  WOOD,  IN  EV*Ry  tale* 


H(fk. 


Elphtnstok* 


IHaVc  becb  ccnfui-cd  for  having  hi- 
therto dedicated  fo  few  of  nw  Ipccu- 
latians  to  tiic  luUcs,  and  indectl  the  iiio- 
raliil  whole  inftru^icnt  arc  accommo- 
dated only  to  on«  half  of  the  human 
Species,  mult  be  confefled  not  fufficiently 
to  have  extended  his  views.  Yet,  it  is 
to  he  confkiered,  that  masculine  duties 
iafford  more  room  for  counluls  and  ob- 
fervation$i  a^  they  ai-e  lefs  uniform,  and 
connected  with  tnings  more  fubjoSl:  to 
Vlcifiitudc  and  accidentj  we  therefore  find 
that,  in  philoibphical  diibourfes  which 
teach  by  precept,  or  hiftorica!  narratives 
that  inftnict  by  example,  thtf  peculiar 
virtues  or  laults  of  women  fill  but  a 
fmall  part ;  perhaps  generally  too  Imall ; 
for  fo  much  of  our  domeftickliappinefs 
IS  in  their  hands,  and  tli«;ir  influence  is 
£6  great  upon  our  earlieft  years,  that  the 
univerfal  mtcrert  of  the  world  requires 
them  to  be  virell  infti-uflcd  in  their  pro- 
vince; nor  can  it  he  thought  proper,  that 
thcqualiics  by  whicii  lo  much  pain  or 
pleamre  may  be  given,  {hould  be  left  to 
the  diredlion  of  chance. 

I  have,  th^cforc,  willingly  given  a 
place  in  my  paper  to  a  letter,  which,  per- 
haps, may  not  be  wholly  ufelcfs  to  them 
whofe  chief  ambition  is  to  pleafe,  as  it 
fhews  how  certainly  the  end  is  miffed  by 
abiurd  and  injudicious  endeavours  at 
diftindion. 

TO   THE   RAMBLER. 


T  Am  a  young  gentleman  at  ray  own 
•■•  difpofal,  with  a  confiderable^ftatc; 
and  having  paffcd  through  the  common 
forms  of  education,  fpeiv  >omc  time  in 
foreign  countries,  and  made  rayfelf  dii- 
ftingui&tai  fmce  my  return  in  the  polit- 
eft  company,  I  am  now  arrived  at  that 
part  of  Hie  in  which  every  man  is  ex- 
pe<Sled  to  fettle,  and  provide  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  his  lineage.  I  withftood 
fbr  fome  tinac  the  foli citations  and  remon- 
ilrinccs  of  tny  aiints  and  uncles,  but  at 


laft  was  perfuaded  to  vifit  Anthe«,  aa 
hcirels,  whofe  land  lies  contiguous  to 
mine,  and  whole  birth  and  beauty  are 
without  obj«r^tion.  Our  friends  declar- 
ed that  wc  were  bom  for  each  other,  ail 
thofe  on  both  fides  vs^io  had  no  intereft 
in  hindering  our  union  contributed  to 
pixxnote  it,  and  wei'e  confpiriiig  to  hurry 
us  into  matrimony,  betoi*e  we  had  an 
opportunity  cf  knowing  one  another.  I 
was,  however,  too  old  to  be  givv-a  away 
without  my  own  conientj  and  having 
happened  to  pick  up  an  opinion  which 
to  many  of  my  i-clations  feemcd  extreme- 
ly odd,  that  a  man  might  be  uahappj 
with  a  large  ell  ale,  detennincd  to  obtain 
a  nearer  knowledge  of  the  peribn  witli 
whom  I  was  to  pal's  the  remainder  of 
my  time.  To  proti-a<5l  the  courtlhip  was 
by  no  means  difficult,  for  Anthca  liatl 
a  wonderftilfaciiity  of  evading  queftions 
which  I  feldom repeated,  and  of  baning 
approaches  which  I  had  no  great  ea- 
ger nels  to  prefs. 

Thus  the  time  pafled  away  in  vifits 
and  civilities,  without  any  ardent  pru- 
feffions  of  love,  or  formal  oifiers  of  let-  . 
tlcments.  I  often  attended  her  to  pub-  . 
lick  places}  in  which,  as  is  well  known, 
all  behaviour  ia  fo  much  regulated  by 
cuftom,  that  vciy  little  infight  can  be 
gained  into  the  private  character,  and 
therefore  I  was  not  yet  able  to  inform 
myfclf  of  her  humour  and  inclinations. 

At  lall  I  ventured  to  propofc  to  her  to 
make  one  of  a  fraall  party,  and  fpend  a 
day  in  viewing  a  feat  and  gardens  a  few 
miJiis  diftant  j  and  having,  upon  her  com- 
pliance, coilefted  the  relt  of  the  company, 
I  brought  at  the  hoiur  a  coach  which  I  hai 
borrowed  from  an  acquaintance,  having 
delayed  to  buy  one  myfelf,  till  I  ihould 
have  an  oppoitunity  of  taking  the  lady** 
opinion  for  whofe  uie  it  vtras  intended. 
Anthea  came  down,  but  as  Ihc  was  going 
to  ftcp  into  the  coach,  ftartcd  back  with 
great  appearanccof  tcrror,and  told  \isthat 
medui-ft  not  enter,  for  the  (hocking  co- 
lour of  the  lining  bad  (^  much  the  air 
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of  die  moummg-co^  in  which  ,0ie 
fpUowesi  her  aunt's  funeral  tjiree  years 
hdore,  that  (he  (hould  never  have  |ier 
poor  dear  aunt  out  of  her  head- 

I  Jyie?ir  that  it  ws^  not  for  lovers  to 
argue  with  their  miftjpe0*es;  I  therefore 
ifnt  hack  the  coach,  and  got  anothar 
more  gay.  Into  this  we  all  entered^  the 
coachman  began  to  drive,  and  we  were 
s^uTmg  ourfSvcs  with  the  eqcpcftation 

^  of  what  we  (hould  fee,  when,  upon  a 
finall  inclinaUon  of  the  carriage,  Anthea 
Icream^  out,  that  we  were  overthrown. 
We  were  obliged  to  fix  all  oiir  atten^on 
upon  her,  which  (he  took  care  to  keep  up 
by  renewing  her  outcries,  at  every  corner 
where  wejhad  occaiion  to  turn :  at  inter- 
val? ihe  entertained  u^  with  fistful  coip- 
plaints  of  the  uneailnefs  gf  the  coach, 
^nd  obliged  mc  to  call  feveral  times  on 
the  cdachiman.  to  take  care  and  drive 
without  jdting.  The  poor  fellow  en- 
deavoured to  pleafe  u?,  and  therefore 
mov^  very  flowly,  till  Anthea  found  out 
that  this  pace  would  only  keep  us  longer 
on  the  ftones,  and  defired  that  I  would 
order  him  to  make  movp  Ibeed .  He  whip- 
ped his  horfes,t^  o^h  jolted  again,  and 
Anthea  very  coraplaiikntly  told  us  how 
-much  file  repented  ti^  flie  Qiadc  one  of 

I        our  company. . .. 

At  laft  we  got  into  thjs  (hiooth  road, 
and  began  to  think  our  ditBculties  ^t 
tn  end^.wh^,  on  a.^idden^  Anthea  faw 
a  brook  before  us,  which  ihe  could  not 

'  venture  to  p*fs.  W«  wpre,  therefore, 
obliged  to  afiig^,  tb^t  we  might  walk 

i  over  the  bridge;  bo^  when  .we  canie  to  it^ 
we  found  it  fo  narrow,  tliat  Anthc^T 
dur^  Dot  fet  her  foot  upon  it,  and  ^s 
content,  after  long  confultatign,  to  ctdl 
the  coach  bock  j  and  with  innumerable 
precautions, .  terrors,  and  lamentations, 
<tojS(^tfae  bipok. 

It  was  neceflary  after  this  delay  to 
aioend  our  pace,  und  direflions  were  ac- 
cofdifl^y  given  to  the  coachman,  when 
Anthea  tofonned  us,  that  it  was  com- 
QKHi  for  the  axle  to  catch  fire  with  a 
(juick  motion,  and  begged  of  roe  to  look 
out  erery  minute  left  we  (hould  all  be  con- 
footed.  ,  I  was  forced  to  obey,  and  gave 
her  from  time  to  tune  the  mod  folemn 

I  deci^ratioRS  that  aU  was  iafe,  and  that  I 
hoped  we  ibould  reach  the  place  without 
kw)g  our  lives  either  by  nre  or  water. 
Thus  we  paflcd  on  over  ways  foft  and 
hard,  with  more  o£  with  lefs  fpeed,  but 
always  with  new  viciiTittides  ot  anxiety. 
If  m&  grtuod  was  h^rd,  we  were  jolted; 


if  foft,  we  were  (inking.  If  we  went 
fiaft,  we  fhould  be  oveiturned;  if  (lowly, 
we  ihould  never  reach  the  place.  At 
length  (he  faw  fomething  which  (he  caUed 
a  cloud,  and  began  to  cbn^er  tliat  at 
tjiat  time  of  the  year  it  frequently  thun- 
dered. This  fecmed  to  be  the  capital 
terror,  for  after  that  the  coach  was  suf- 
fered to  move  on ;  and  no  danger  was 
thouzht  too  dreadrul  to  be  encountered* 
provided  (he  could  get  into  a  houfe  be- 
fore the  thunder. 

Thus  our  wliole  converfation  pafTed 
in  dangers,  and  cares,  ajid  ("ears,  and  con- 
fblations,  and  florics  of  ladies  ur^gcd 
in  the  mire,  forced  to  fpend  ali  the  night 
on  a  heath,  drowned  in  rivers,  or  burnt 
with  lightning;  and  no  fconcr  had  a 
hair-breadth  efcape  fet  us  fiej  "from  one 
calamity,  but  we  were  threatened  with 
aijother. 

At  length  we  reached  the  houfe  where 
we  inten£d  to  regale  ourfelvcs  5  and  I 
propofed  to  Anth^  the  choice  of  a  gfeat 
number  of  dirties,  which  the  place,  be- 
ing well  providei  for  entertainment, 
happen^  to  afford.  She  mdde  fome  ob- 
jection to  every  thing  that  was  offered  j 
one  thing  (he  hated  at  that  time  of  the 
year ;  another  (he  could  not  bear  (ince 
(be  had  fcen  it  fpoiled  at  Lady  Feed  well's 
table ;  another  fne  ;vvas  fure  they  could 
not  drefs  at  this  houfis ;  and  another  (he 
could  not  touch  without  French  fauce. 
At  lall  (he  fixed  her  mind  upon  falmon, 
but  there  was  no  fah^on  in  the  houfe. 
•It  was  however  procured  with  great  ex- 
pedition ;  and  when  it  came  to  the  table, 
(he  found  that  her  fright  had  taken  away 
hci*  ftomaeh,  which  indeed  (he  thouglit 
no  great  lofs  for  (he could  never  believe 
that  any  thing  at  an  inn  could  be  cleanly 
got. 

Dinner  was  now  over,  and  the  com- 
pany propofbd,  for  I  was  now  paft  the 
condition  of  making  overtures,  that  we 
^oulfl  purfue  our  original  defign  of  vifit-» 
ingthc  gardens.  Anthea  declared  that 
(he  could  not  imagine  what  plcafoire  we 
expelled  from  the  iight  of  a  few  green 
trees  and  a  little  gravel,  and  two  dt" 
three  pits  of  clear  water  5  that  for  her 
part  (he  hated  walking  till  the  cool  of 
the  evening,  and  thought  it  very  likely 
to  rain  $  and  again  wiflied  that  (he  hii 
ftaid  at  home.  We  then  reconciled oui- 
(elves  to  our  difkppolntment,  and  begaa 
to  talk  on  common  fubje^Vs,  when  An- 
thea told  us  that,  (ince  we  came  to  fee 
gardens,  (he  would  not  hinder  our  fatis- 
'  DigitiLdby  v^OC^a^on, 
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^lon.  We  all  rofe,  and  wa&ed  through 
the  incloiurtrs  for  Ibme  time,  with  no 
other  trouble  than  the  nccefllty  of  watch- 
ing left  a  ^g  fhould  hop  acrofs  the  way, 
which  Anthea  told  us  would  certainly 
kill  her,  if  (he  fhould  happen  to  jce  him. 

Froes,  as  it  fell  out,  toext  were  none  5 
but  wTien  we  \*ere  within  a  furlong  ijif 
the  gardens,  Anthea  law  fome  (hccp,  and 
heard  the  wether  clink  his  bell,  which 
(he  was  certain  was  not  hung  upon  him 
for  nothing,  and  therefore  no  aUurances- 
nor  intreaties  fhould  prevail  upon  her  to 
^o  a  Ittp  faitlier;  fhe  was  forry  to  dif- 
appoiilt  the  company,  but  hei-  life  was 
dealer  to  her  tlian  ceremony. 

We  came  back  to  the  inn ;  and  An- 
thea now  difcovcred  that  thcie  was  no 
time  to  be  loft  in  returning,  for  the  night 
would  come  upon  us,  and  a  thoufand 
misfortimcs  might  happen  in  the  dark. 
The  horfcs  weie  immediately  hameiTed; 
and  Anthea,  having  wondered  what  could 
feduce  her  to  ftay  fo  long,  was  eager  to 


fet  out.  But  we  had  now  a  new  &ene 
of  tcrrour;  every  man  we  (aw  was  a  rob- 
ber, and  we  were  ordered  fometimes  to 
drive  hard,  left  a  traveller  whom  we  £wr 
behind  ihould  overtake  us ;  and  ibme- 
tiipes  to  ftop,  left  we  (houkl  come  up  to 
him  who  was  pafling  before  us.  She 
alarmed  many  an  honcft  man,  by  beg- 
ging him  to  fpare  her  life  as  he  pafled  by 
die  conch,  and  drew  me  into  fifteen 
oiiari'els  with  perfons.  who  encreafed  her 
fright,  by  kindly  ftopping  to  enquire 
whether  they  could  alfift  us.  At  laft 
we  came  home  j  and  (he  told  her  com- 
nan^  next  day  what  a  pteafant  ride^  ihc 
had  been  taking. 

I  i'uppofe,  Su-,  I  need  not  enquire  of 
you  what  deduftions  may  be  made  fix)inr' 
this  narrative,  nor  what  happinefs  can 
arife  fix)m  the  fociety  of  that  woman  who 
miftakes  cowardice  for  elegance,  and 
imagines  all  delicacy  to  confift  in  refuf-. 
bg  to  be  plea(ed. 

I  am,  &c» 
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I  WW  PRONOBA  JUNO, 

KON  HYMBNAUS    AOBIT,  NON  XLLI   GRATIA  LXCTO. 


WITHOUT   CONNVBIAL  JUNO*t  AID  THEY  W£DJ 
NOR  KTMXN  NOR  THE  GRACES  BLESS  THE  BED. 


Ori^ 


ELPHIKSTOlfto 


TO  THE  HAMBLER. 


AS  ytu  have  hitherto  delayed  the 
peifonnance  of  the  proraife,  by 
which  you  gave  us  rtafon  to  hope  for 
another  paper  upon  Matrimony,  I  ima-* 
gine  you  defirouti  of  colIe£ting  more  ma- 
teriaU  than  your  own  experience,  or  ob* 
fervation,  can  fupply ;  and  I  fhall  there- 
fore lay  candidly  before  you  an  account 
of  my  own  eatnncc  iilto  the  conjugal 
itsite* 

I  was  about  eight  and  twenty  years 
old,  when,  having  tried  the  diverlions 
of  the  towntill  I  bfigan  to  be  we?ry,  and 
being  awakened  ucto  attention  to  more 
ierious  bufinefs  b)  the  feihire  of  an  at- 
torney to  whom  I  had  implicitly  truftcd 
the  conddft  -of  my  fortune,  I  reiblved 
to  take  my  eftate  into  my  own  care,  and 
methodile  n-y  wliole  life  according  to  the 
■ltr»»5l<*ft  rule*  of  economic.'!  prudence. 

In  purfuance  cf  this  Icbeme,  I  took 
leave  vf  my  acquaintance,  who  diiiniifed 


roe  with  numberlefs  jefts  upon  my  new 
fyfhnn ;  having  firft  endeavoured  to  di- 
vert me  from  a  dcfign  fo  little  worthjr 
of  a  man  of  wit,  by  ridiculous  accounts 
of  the  ignorance  and  nifticky  into  which 
many  had  funk  in  their  retirement,  after 
Saving  diftinguiftied  themfelves  in  ta- 
verns and  playhouTes,  and  given  hope» 
of  rifmg  to  uncommon  eminence  among' 
the  gay  part  of  mankind. 

When  I  came  firft  into  the  country^' 
which,  by  a  negleft  not  uncommon 
among  youn^  heu's,  I  had  never  fectt 
fknce  the  death  of  my  father,  I  found 
every  thing  in  fiich  confufion,  that  being 
uttei'ly  without  pra£l;ce  in  bufinefs,  I 
had  great  difficulties  to  encounter  mJif- 
entwigling  the  perplexities  of  my  cnrcxun- 
ihnces ;  they  however  gave  way  to  dili- 
gent application,  and  I  perceived  that  the 
advantage  of  keeping  my  own  accounts 
would  very  much  overbalance  the  time 
which  they  coxild  ret^uire. 

I  had  DOW  vifited  my  tenants,  (urvey« 
ed.my  lund^  and  repaired  the  old  houfe» 
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«4iith  foffome  years  had  been  running 
to  decay.  Thele  proofs  of  pecuniary 
wilclom  beean  to  recommend  me,  as  a 
Xbbery  jtuhciousy'  thriving  ^nt)eman» 
to  all  my  graver  neighbours  oF  the  coun- 
try, who  never  £u!ed  to  celebrate  my 
management  in  oppoiition  to  Thriftlels 
and  Lattervvit,  two  fmart  fellows,  who 
had  eibites  in  the  fame  part  of  the  king- 
dom, which  they  vifited  now  and  then 
in  a  frolick,  to  take  up  their  rents  be- 
forehand, debaudi  a  milk-maid,  make  a 
iaJt  for  the  village,  and  tell  flbries  of 
their  own  intngues,  and  then  rode  poft 
Ittck  to  town  to  {f&ad  their  money. 
^  It  was  doubtful  however  for  foAie 
time,  whether  I  ihould  be  able  to  bold 
my  reiblution ;  but  a  fliort  perfcverance 
removed  all  fufpicions*  I  rofe  every  day 
in  reputation  by  the  decency  of  my  con- 
veriation,  and  the  i^egularity  of  my  con- 
du£^,  and  was  mentioned  with  great  re- 
gard at  the  ailizes,  as  a  man  very  hi  to 
be  pat  In  commiffion  for  the  peace. 

During  the  confiifion  of  my  affairs, 
and  the  daily  neceffity  of  vifitlng  farms, 
adjufting  contrails,  letting  lea&s,  and 
fuperintending  repairs,  I  found  very 
little  Faculty  in  my  life,  and  therefore 
had  not  many  thoughts  of  marriage;  but 
in  a  little  while  the  tumult  of  bufmefs 
fiibfided,  and  the  exa£k  method  wliicli  I 
had  eftabliihed  enabled  me  to  difpatch 
my  accounts  with  great  facility.  I  had 
therefore  now  upon  my  hands  the  talk 
of  finding  means  to  fpend  my  time,  with- 
out falling  back  into  the  poor  amufe- 
oients  wluch  I  had  hitherto  indulged,  or 
chai^mg  them  for  the  fports  of  the  field, 
which  I  fawpurlucdwitn  fo  mucheager- 
ncTs  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
that  they  were  indeed  the  only  pleafufes 
in  which  I  could  promif«  myfelf  any 
partaker. 

The  inconvenience  pf  this  (ituation 
■atwally  difpofed  me  to  wiih  for  a  com- 
panion} ana  the  known  value  of  my 
cftate,  with  my  reputation  for  frugality 
^  prudence,  ealily  gained  me  adinif- 
^  into  every  famiily ;  for  I  foon  found 
that  no  eiM{niry  was  made  after  any  other 
^itue,  DOT  any  teftimonial  neceflary,  but 
<^my  fifxscdom  from  incumbrances,  and 
™y  care  of  ^diat  they  termed  the  man , 
chance,  I  faw,  not  without  indign.-i- 
^fthecagcrnels  with  which  the  daugh- 
**'»>  wherever  I  came,  were  ftt  out  to 
^ »  nor  could  I  confidcr  them  in  a 
ft>tc  much  different  from  proftitution, 
•**»  I  found  them  ox-derwl  to  play  their 
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airs  before  me,  and  to  eiihibit,  by  fome 
leeming  chance,  fpecimens  of  their  mu- 
fick,  their  work,  or  theu:  houfewifery. 
No  fooner  was  I  placed  at  table,  than  the 
young  lady  was  called  upon  to  pay  me 
*  fome  civility  or  other;  nor  could  I  find 
means  of  efcaping,  from  either  father  or 
mother,  fome  account  of  their  daughters 
excellences,  with  a  declaration  that  they 
were  now  leaving  the  world,  and  had  no 
bufinefs  on  this  ude  the  grave,  but  to  fee 
their  children  happily  difpofed  of  j  that 
flie  whom  I  had  oecn  pleaied  to  compli- 
ment at  table  ^cas  indeed  the  chief  pier. - 
Aire  of  their  age,  fo  good,  fo  dutiful,  fo 
great  a  relief  to  her  mammi  in  tlie  care 
of  the  l^oule,  and  fo  much  hrr  papa's 
fevouritc  for  her  chearfulncis  and  Wit, 
that  it  would  be  with  the  lad  relu6lance 
that  they  (hould  part ;  but  to  a  wortliy 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom 
they  might  often  vilit,  they  would  not  fo 
far  coniuk  tli?ir  own  gratification  as  to 
refufe  her  j  and  their  tendemefs  (hould 
be  /hewn  in  her  fortune,  whenever  .a 
fuitahle  fttlement  was  propofed. 

As  I  knew  thefe  overtures  not  to  pro- 
ceed from  any  preference  of  me,  bdfore 
another  equally  rich,  I  could  not  but 
look  with  pity  on  young  perfons  con- 
demned to  be  fet  to  audion,  and  made 
cheap  by  injudicious  commendations; 
for  how  could  they  know  themfclvcs  of- 
fered and  reje^ed  a  hundred  times,  with- 
out fome  lofs  of  that  foft  elevation,  and 
maiden  dignity,,  fo  neceflary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  female  excellence  ? 

I  (hall  not  trouble  you  with  a  hi(h>ry 
of  the  (fratagems  prattled  upon  my  judg- 
ment, or  the  al hutments  tried  upon  my 
heart;  which,  if  you  have,  in  any  part 
of  your  life,  been  acnuainted  with  i-ural 
politicks,  you  willcallly  conceive.  Their 
arts  have  no  great  vai'ietyj  they  think  no- 
thing worth  their  cai-e  but  money;  anJ, 
iiippofing  it's  influence  the  fame  upon  all 
the  world,  feldom  endeavour  to  deceive 
by  any  other  means  than  falfe  compu- 
tations. 

I  will  not  deny  that,  by  hearing  my- 
felf budly  commended  for  my  di(ciY- 
tion,  I  began  to  fet  fome  value  upon  my 
chara«5ler,  and  was  unwilling  to  lofe  my 
credit  by  marrying  for  love.  I  th^rre- 
fore  refolvcd  to  know  the  fortune  of  the 
lady  whom  I  (hould  addrcls,  before  I  en- 
quirevl  after  her  wit,  delicacy,  or  he:vuty. 

This  determination  led  mc  to  jMitifla, 

the  daughter  of  Chryfophilus,  Nvhofcpcr- 

foil  was  at  lead  witHou  idefonnity,  and 

L  %'  wholt 
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wbofc  mznnrrs  were  free  from  nrph)ach, 
as  fhe  had  been  bred. up  at  a  diftance 
from  all  common  temptations.  To  Mi- 
ti/Tt,  thcrtf  :)re,  I  obtained  leave  froJn 
her  pai-cnts  to  pay  my  court,  rfnd  was 
retened  by  her  again  to  her  father,  whofe 
direction  <he  was  i-efolved  to  follow.  Tl^e 
micftion  t!ien  %vas,  only,  what  (hoUld  be 
fettled.  The  old  gentleman  made  an 
cncrmcusdcmancl,wi»h  which  I  rcfufcd 
to  comply.  MitifTa  was  orc'cifd  to  exert 
her  power  *,  Ihe  told  me,  thut  if  I  could 
refuic  her  papa,  I  had  no  love  for  her  5 
that  ihe  was  an  unhappy  creature,  and 
that  I  was  a  perfidious  man  j  then  ihe 
bur  ft  into  tears,  and  fell  into  fits.  All 
this,  as  I  was  no  paflionate  lover,  had 
little  eflrrt.  She  next  refiifed  to  fee  mt  j 
and  becaufc  I  thought  mylelf  ohlieed  to 
write  in  terms  of  diftrefs,  they  had  once 
hopes  of  ftarving  me  into  meafures  5  but 
firding  me  iii^exible,  the  father  com- 
plied with  my  propofal,  and  told  me  he 
liked  me  the  more  for  being  fo  jjood  at 
a  bargain. 

I  was  now  mar  *ied  to  Miti(ra,and  was  to 
experience  the  happinefs  of  a  match  made 
without  paflion.  MitifTa  Toon  difcovered 
that  ihe  was  equalFy  pnidcnt  with  mir- 
felf,  and  had  taken  a  huiband  only  to  be 
at  her  own  command^  and  to  have  a  cha- 
riot at  her  own  call.  She  brought  with 
her  an  old  maid  recommended  by  her 
mother,  who  taught  her  all  the  arts  of 
domeftick  management}  and  was,  on 
every  occaf*on,  her  chief  agent  and  di- 
re^^nrfs.  They  foon  invented  one  rea- 
ibn  or  other  to  quarrel  with  all  my  fer- 
vants,  and  either  prevailed  on  me  to  turn 


them  away,  or  tfe«t«d  therti  (6  UJ,  tlttt 
they  kft  me  of  tbemfelvcB,  and  aHra^ 
fupplied  their  places  with  ibitie  broupit 
from  my  wife's  relations.      Th«s  they 
eftabliflied  a  family,  over  which  I  bid 
no  au»-hority,  knd  which  was  in  a  tef- 
petual  conipjracy  agdlnft  ftie$  for  Ml- 
tilfa  confidfered  '\\tvMi  as  havift^  a  *- 
parate  intcrelt,  ankl  thought  ndthing  hjsr 
own  but  what  fhe  Iftid  up  \^th6ut  titf 
kno^vled^c.  For  this  realon  (he  brcmglkt 
me  folfe  accounts  of  the  expfencrt  of  Ac 
houfe,  joined  with  my  tehanti  in  cotii- 
plaints  of  hahi  times,  and,  by  m^ans  6f 
a  fteward  of  her  own,  took  rewards  for 
follciting  ab^ltendenis  of  the  rent.    Her 
great  hope  is  to   outlive  me,  that  flfc 
may  enjoy  what  ihe  hath  thds  accumu- 
lated, and  therefore  (he  is  aKrays  con- 
triving iome  improvements  of  her  join- 
ture-land ;  and  once  tried  to  pit>aSr<  in 
injun£tlcta  to  hinder  me  from  felliii^ 
timber  tipon  it  for  repairs.     Her  father 
and  mother  aiKff  her  in  hdr  projects  ^  and 
are   frequently  hinting  that   (he  is  ill 
ufed,  and  reproaching  me  with  the  pri- 
fents  that  other  ladies  receive  from  their 
huibands. 

Such,  Sir,  was  my  iituation  fbr  fevt^ 
years,  till  at  laft  my  patience  was  ei- 
nauited;  and  having  one  day  invited  her 
father  to  my  houfe,  I  laid  the  itate  6f 
my  afJairs  before  himi  dete^^ed  my  wife 
in  ieveral  of  her  frauds,  tvmeil  dtit  h*r 
maid,  tookmy  bufinefsin  my  own  handle 
reduced  her  to  a  fettled  allowance,  and 
now  wiite  this  account  to  warn  othcfs 
againft  marrying  thofe  whom  they  have 
no  reafcn  to  efteem.  ' 

I  am,  &c« 


N^XXXVI.    SATURDAY,  JULY  21,  1750. 

"a/*  tw9v1«  ttifjinft 

HOMtK. 
—  HFIN6  ON  THtIR   REIDS,  THE  tREPHZtDS  CO  | 
h'OR   PEAS  AN  AllBOSH,  NOK  SUSPECT  A  FOE. 

Pope. 

THE  R  E  if  fcarecly  any  fpecies  of  have  been  always  accuftomed  to  aiTociate 
pf^^iy  that  has  allured  more  read-,  peace,  and  leifurc,  aJul  innocence  5  antf 
f r^,  cr  cxcittd  more  writers,  than  the  therefore  v?e  readily  fet  open  the  heart 
Fjiloial.  It  is  ger.er:*r.y  pleafing,  bc-^or  the  admifTion  of  it*S  images,  which 
CAu;"c  it  enter  ains  the  mijid  with  rcpre^  contribute  to  drive  av«ray  care«^and  pcr- 
len^ations  of  fccncs  familiar  to  almoft  turbations,  and  fuffcr  ouiielves^  with- 
every  inr^ginarion,'  and  uf  which  all  can  out  refifbnce,  to  be  tranfpoi ttd  to  efyfjan 
equally  h\d^  whether  they  aic  wfU  de-  regions,  where  we  are  to  meet  with  no- 
ftrioed.     It  exhibits  a  liie  to  which  we     thing  but  joy,  and  plenty,  and  oontcn^ 

ment ; 
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lihtt;  where  evciy^aJc  whU^jcf^  pfea- 
te,  and  every  (hacJe  pTomires  repofc. 

It  te  been  maintained  by  fomc,  who 
tort  to  talk  of  what  they  do  not  know, 
•tiiat  paftoral  is  the  moft  ancient  poetry  j 
ind,  indeed,  fince  it  i^  pitibable  that 
poetry  Is  neariy  of  the  lame  antiqnity 
with  rational  nature,  ahd  iih6e  the  life 
of  tie  firft  man  was  certainly  rural,  we 
ioBf  reaftmably  conje6h5re,  that,  as  their 
ideas  wouldnteceflarily  be  bgrrowed  frohi 
tlwfe  objefts  with  v^^ich  they  were  ac- 
qti^ted,  their  corapofares,  beihg  fill- 
ed chiefly  with  fuch  tho\ights  on  the  vi- 
able crdition  as  muft  occar  to  the  firll 
cibicnrers,  were  paftoral  hymns,  like  thofe 
^Mdi  Milton  introduces  6ie  original 
pur  finpngf  in  die  day  of  rruiocence,  to 
thepraile  ot  their  Midccr. 

For  the  fiune  rcalon  that  Paftoral  poe- 
try was  the  firft  employment  of  the  hu- 
man imagination j  it  is  generally  tht  firft 
fiteraty  amufement  of  our  minds.  We 
&kvt  Seen  fields,  and  meadows,  and 
f^fts,  from  the  time  that  our  eyes  open- 
ednpon  life;  and  are  plcaled  wmi  birds, 
and  brooks,  and  breezes,  much  earlier 
tittn  we  engage  among  die  iiftibns  arid 
paflions  of  mankind.  We  ahe  rherc- 
fbrt  d^Hg^ted  with  rwal  piftui^,  be- 
caufe  we  know  the  original  at  an  a^c  . 
^n  our  curiofity  can  be  very  Titde 
awakened  by  defcriptions  of  courts 
^ch  we  never  beheld,  orreprcifentatidAs 
ofginons  which  we  never  feh. 

The  ratisfa6tion  received  from  this 

kind  of  writing  not  only  begins  ekrly, 

wxt  lafts  long ;  we  do  not,  as  we  advance 

into  the  inteile^al  world,    throw   it 

away  among  other  childiih  amusements 

Mdpaftiraes,but  wilUngljrretum  to  it  in 

a^  hour  of  indolence  and  relaxation. 

The  imigcs  of  true  paftoral  feve  always 

Ae  power  of  excitmg  delighf,  becaufe 

the  works  of  nature,  from  which  they 

are  drawn,  have  always  the  I'ame  order 

and  beauty,  and  continue  to  force  them- 

iclves  upon  our  tlioughts,  being  at  once 

obvious  to  the  moft  carelefs  regard,  and 

nwre  than  adequate  to  the  ftrongeft  rea- 

1^^  and  fevereft  contemplation.     Our 

Jnclimtion  to  ftillncfs  and  trahquillity  is 

^)ra  much  lelltjied  by  long  know- 

"Wft  of  the  bufy  and  tumultuary  part 

cf  tte  world.    In  chlkihood  we  turn  oyr 

wMwghts  to  the  country,  as  to  the  region 

of  pleafure;  we  recur  to  it  in  old  age  as 

*  port  of  reft,  and  perhaps  \yith  that  fe- 

****^^  and  adventitious  gladnefs,  which 

*^  naiiM^  on  revitwiog  ibofeplace«| 


or  recollcfting  thoft  occtirrchces,  thfct 
contributed  to  his  youthful  enjoymente, 
and  bring  him  back  to  the  prime  df  Hf^, 
^hcn  the  world  was  gay  with  .the  bloom, 
of  novelty,  when  mirth  wantoned  at  his 
fide,  and  hope  fpai"klcd  before  him. 

The  ftnle  of  this  univerfol  plcafiirc 
has  invited  numbers  ^without  numhtr  to 
try  their  fkill  in  paftoral  plTfiirmances, 
in  whith  they  haVe  generally  fucceedfd 
aftej-the  pnanner  of  other  imicators,  travtf- 
mittiiig  the  fame  images  in  the  fame  com- 
bination from  one  to  anodier,  till  he  tRlit 
reads  thQ  dtie  of  a  poem  may  guefs  kt 
the  whole  feries  of  the  compolition  5  n6r 
win  a  n^an,  after  the  perufal  of  tho«i- 
fiinds  of  thefc  perfonnances,  find  Wt 
knowledge  enlarged  with  a  finale  vieW 
of  nature  not  produced  before,  or  hW 
imaglnadon  artraftd  wJth  any  new  a|»- 
plication  of  thofe  views  to  moral  pur- 
pofes. 

The  range  of  paftoral  is  indeed  nar- 
row j  for  though  nature  itfelf,  philofe- 
phicaHy  cdnfH.ered,  be  inexhauftible,  jtt 
It's  general  effefts  on  the  eye  and  on  the 
ear  are  unfiform,'  and  incapable  of  mueh 
variety  of  defcription.  Po6try  cannbt 
'dwell  upon  the  minureirdiftin^tions,  by 
which  OT^e  fjiecies  diflfcrs  from  anoth*, 
without  departing  frdm  that  fimplicify 
of  grandeur  which  fills  the  imagination  5 
hor  ditTeft  the  latent  qualities  ST  things, 
without  lofiiig  it's  genei-al  power  of  grk- 
tifying  every  mind  by  recalling  it's  coh^ 
ceptions.  felowever,  as  each  age  makes 
fome  difcoveries,  and  thofe  difcoverits 
Sire  by  degi-ees  generally  known,  as  new 
plants  or  modes  of  culrui-e  arc  intro- 
^  duced,  and  by  Irttle  and  little  bccortio 
conlmoTj,  paftoral  might  receive,  from 
dme  to  time,  fmaH  augmenLatlons,  aiid 
exhibit  once  in  a  century  a  fcene  fomt-  , 
what  varied. 

But  paftoral  fubjefts  have  been  of«n, 
like  others,  taken  into  the  hands  of 
thofe  that  were  not  Qualified  to  adorn 
them  J  men  to  whom  t  ne  face  of  nature 
was  (b  little  known,  that  they  have 
drtiwn  it  only  after  their  own  Imagina- 
tion, and  changeil  or  diftorted  her  fea- 
tures, that  their  portraits  might  appear 
fomething  rtiore than  feivile  copies  trom 
their  predeceiTors. 

Not  only  the  images  of  niral  life,  but 
the  occafions  on  which  diey  can  be  pro- 
perly produced,  are  few  ami  general. 
The  ftate  of  a  man  confined  to  the  em - 
plcyments  and  pleafui-es  of  the  country. 
It  io  litUe  divemfied>  and  expofed  to  ib 

Digitized  by  GoOgle^^ 


«6 


THE    RAMBLER, 


-  icvr  of  tbofe  accidents  which  produce 

,  perplexities^ .  terrours,  and  iurprifesy  in 
xnoi-e  complicated  tranfa^ionsi  that  he 
can  be  (licwn  b\it  Icldom  in  fuch  cir- 

;  cumftanccs  as  atti-atl ,  cui'iofity.  His 
ambition  i«  without  policy,  and  his  love 

:  without  intrigufe.  He  has  no  complaints 
to  make  of  his  rival>  but  that  he  is  rich- 
er than  hi'.n^elf^  nor  any  difaiters  to 
lament,  but  a  cruel  miltreis,  or  a  bad 
harveit. 

The  con  vift  ion  of  the  ncceflity  of  fome 

:  new  foiirco  of  plfaiiire  induced  Sanna^ 
zarius   to  itmove  the  fcene  from  the 

•  fields  to  the  fea,  to  fubftitutc  fifhermcn 
for  fhepherds,  and  derive  his  fcntiracnts 

,  from  the.pirc;tory  life;  for  which  he  has 

•  been  eenfurvd  by  fucceeding  critidt^, 
becawfe  the  fen.  is  an  objtcTi  of  terror,  and 
^y  no  means  proper  to  aiTiufe  the  mind 

.  ami  lay  the  pamons  afleep.  Againil 
this  obje6>ion  ne  might  be  defer,  ted  ny 

.  the  eftablifhefl  maxim,  thtit  the  poet  has 
a  right  to  ickd  his  images,  and  is  no 
-more  obliged  to  fhew  ♦■he  ica  in  a  ftorm, 
than  the  land  undtr  an  inundation  ;  but 

•  may  d.fplSy  all  the  pleaiures,  and  con- 

-  ceal  the  dangers  of  the  water,  as  ht  may 
•My  h.s  fticphcrd  under  a  fhaviy  beech, 

without  giving  him  an  apie,  or  letting  a 

-  vril.!  bcaft  iooic  upon  him. 

There  are,  however,  two  fkfe£ls  in 
,  thcpifcatory  eclogue,  which  perhaps  can^ 
not  be  fupplied.     The  f.a,  ihc-i^^h  in 
hot  countries  it  is  confidered  by  thoib 
■who  live  like  Sanna/apus,   upon  the 
road,  as  a  place  of  pkafure  and  diver- 
.  fion,  has  nptwithftanding  much  lefs  va- 
riety than  the  land,  and  tnci-eforc  will  be 
.  fooner  exhaufted  by  a  defaiptive "w-Titer. 
When  he  liath  once  fhewn  the  f\m  rlfmg  , 
or  letting  \\\x>n  it,  curled  it's  waters  with 
the  vcmcl  breeze,  rolled  the  waves  in 
gentle  liiccefTion  to  the  (hore,  and  enu- 
merated thtt  BS\  iporting  in  tlie  Ihallows, 


.  he  his  nothins;  jtmaimng  but  what  U 
common  to  all  other  poetiy,  the  com- 
plaint of  a  nymph  for  a  drowned  tover^ 
or  the  indignation  of  a  fi/her  that  hisoy- 
fteis  are  rctufcd,  and  Mycon*s  accepted. 

Another  obilacle  to  the  general  recep- 
tion of  this  kind  of  pocoy,  is  the  ig- 
norance of  maritime  plealiires,  in  which 
the  greater  part  of  mankind  muft  always 
live.  .  To  all  .the  inland  inhabitante  of 
eyery  region,  the  fea  is  only  known  as 
an  munenie  difFiifion  of  waters,  over 
which  men  pafs  from  one  country  to  an- 
other, and  in  which  life  is  fri^uently 
loft.  They  have,  therefore,  no  oppor- 
tunity of  tracing  in  their  own  thpughts, 
the  defcriptions  of  winding  ihores,  and 
crim  bays,  nor  can  look  on  the  poem  in 
which  they  arc  mentioned,  with  other 
fen^ions  than  on  a  fea-chart,  or  the 
metrical  geography  of  Dionj'fius. ' 

This  defect  Sannazarius  was  hindered 
from  perceiving,  by  writing  in  a  learned 
lan^^uage  to  rc:ulers  generallv  acquainted 
with  rte  works  of  nature  j  but  if  he  had 
made  his  attempt  in  any  vulgar  tongue, 
he  woukl  fov^n  have  difcovered  how  vain- 
ly he  hitd  eodeavourcd  to  make  that  loved 
which  was  not  underflood. 

I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  found  eaiy 
to  improve  the  paftorals  of  antiquity,  by 
any  great  additions  or  diverlincatidns. 
Our  dcicriptions  may  indeed  differ  from 
thofc  of  Virgil,  as  ai\  Enj^lifli  from  an 
Italian  liiramcr,  and,  in  tome  reipefts, 
as  modem  from  ancient  life ;  but  as  na- 
ture is  in  both  countries  nearly  the  fame, 
and  m  poetry  has  to  do  ratlicr  with  the 
p^flions  of  men,  which  are  uniform,  than 
.their  cuftoms,  which  are  changeable,  the 
varieties  which  time  or  place  can  fur- 
nifh  will  be  inconfiderable  :  and  I  Ihall 
endeavour  to  fliew,  in  the  next  paper,  how 
little  the  latter  ages  have  contrihuted  to 
the  improvement  of  the  ruftick  mufc* 


N»  XXXVII.    TUESDAY,  JULY  24,  1750. 
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«^^CH  8TRA1VS  i  sing  as  oNcr  am^rion  h.ay*d, 

WHZN   ^)|TEN|KC  rLOCKS  THE  VDW^RFei.  CALL  OBIY*D. 

ELrHINSTOK. 


IN  writing  o:  judging  of  Paftoj-al  Poe- 
try, neither  the  authors  nor  crificks 
.  cf  latter  times  fecm  to  have  i>aid  fuffici- 
ent  icgaj'd  to  the  originals  let't  us  by  ^n^- 
,  tiquity,  but  have  cntanglctl  themfdves 
yWith  unntcefTirydirticultjes,  by  advanc. 


ing  principles,  which,  having  no  foun- 
dation in  the  nature  of  things,  arc  whol- 
ly to  be  rejef^cd  from  a  fpccies  of  com- 
poGtion  in  which,  above  all  others,  mere 
nature  is  to  be  rcgari?etK 

It  is  thtrtfore  necj?fl!iry  to  inquire  a/- 
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fer  Ibme  more  diftuift  and  exaft  idea  of 
dtts  kind  of  writing.  This  may,  I  think, 
be  eafitjr  found  in  the  Paftorais  of  Vir- 
gil, fifom  whofc  opinion  it  will  not  ap- 
pear very  fiifc  to  depart,  if  \rt  coniiaer 
that  every  advantage  of  natiire,  and  of 
fortune,  concurred  to  complete  his  pro- 
duAioiis ;  that  he  vras  bom  with  great 
accuracy  and  fevcrity  of  jutlgment,  ea- 
lightenttl  with  all  tlie  learning  of  one  of 
tmbrighteft  aees,  and  embeluihed  with 
tbe  eleriiiice  of  the  Roman  court ;  that 
he  emj^c^cd  hit  powers  rather  m  im- 
pravii^  than  inventing,  and  therefore 
muft  have  endeavoured  to  recompcnfe 
the  want  of  novelty  by  exaftnefs ;  that 
taking  Theocritus  for  his  original,  he 
fbund  paftoral  far  advanced  towards  per- 
fe^lion,  and  that  havin?  Co  great  a  rival, 
he  muft  have  proceedeu  with  uncommon 
cauiion. 

If  we  iearch  the  writings  of  Vupl 
kr  the  true  definition  of  a  paftoral,  it 
will  be  found  a  poem  inivhlct  any  a  ff  ton 
9rfaJJhn  isrefrefentedhyifs  effeSisufon 
a  eotprtry  life,  Whatibcvcr  thsretore 
may,  according  to  the  common  courfeof 
things,  happen  in  the  coimtry,  may  af- 
foni  a  fubje^  for  a  pailoral  ^t. 

In  this  definition,  it  will  mimeliately 
occur  to  thofe  who  arc  verfcd  in  the  \<rrit- 
ings  of  the  modem  criticks,  that  there  is 
no  mention  of  the  golden  age.  I  can- 
not indeed  eafily  difcover  why  it  is 
thought  ncceffary  to  refer  defcriptions  of 
a  rural  ftate  to  remote  times^  nor  can  I 
perceive  that  any  writer  has  confiftently 
prticfyed  the  Arcadian  manners  and 
fentimcnts.  The  only  reafon,  tliat  I 
have  read,  on  which  this  rule  has  be:n 
founded,  is,  that  according  to  the  cul'- 
toms  of  modem  life,  it  is  improbable 
that  (bephf  rds  ftiould  be  capable  of  har- 
monious numbers,  or  delicate  fcntiments; 
and  therefore  the  reader  muft  exalt  his 
ideas  of  the  paftoral  chara6ler,  by  carrj-- 
ing  hit  thoughts  back  to  the  age  in 
^^h  the  care  of  herds  and  flocks  was 
the  employment  of  the  wileft  and  greateft 
men. 

Theft  reafonert  feem  to  have  bfccn  led 
into  their  hypocfaefis,  by  confkiering  paf- 
toral, not  in  general,  as  a  reprefentation 
of  tnral  naturt,  and  conftqucntly  as 
odubiring  the  ideas  and  fentiraents  of 
titofe,  whoever  they  are,  to  whom  the 
wnotry  affords  pleafun:  or  employment, 
^t  fimply  as  a  dialogue,  or  narrative 
wmen  afiually  tending  fheep,  and  bu- 
rn in  the  lowcft  and  inoft  laborious  of- 
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fices ;  from  whence  they  very  readily 
concluded,  lince  chora^ers  muft  nccef-* 
fully  he  prelt;i-ved,  that  cither  the  Icn- 
timents  muft  fiiik  to  tli^  level  of  the 
i'peakers,  or  tht:  fpeaker^  muii  be  raifti  ; 
to  the  height  of  the  fenthnents. 

In  coniequcncc  of  thefe  original  er- 
rors, a  thcuiaavl.  precepts  have  been 
given,  which  have  only  contributed  to 
perplex  and  confound.  Some  have 
thought  it  ncceftai-y  that  the  imaginary 
mannei's  of  the  golden  age  Ihouid  be 
univerfally  prefcrved,  and  have  there- 
foi-e  believed,  that  nothing  ihore  conlct 
be  admitted  ii\  palloi-al,  tnan  IJies  and 
rofes,  and  rocki  and  ftrcams,  amung 
which  are  heui-d  the  geiale  wh.fpers  ot 
challe  fondnjfs,  or  the  ibft  cumplaiatt 
of  amorous  impatience.  In  paftoralf 
as  in  other  wi-itingsj  chaftlty  of  fenti- 
ment  ougnt  doubt Icl's  to  b^  obferved* 
and  pxirity  of  manners  to  be  represented  j 
not  becaufe  ths  poet  is  confined  to  the 
images  of  the  golden  aj^c,  but  btcauie, 
having, the  fubjcft  in  his  awn  choice,  he 
ought  always  to  coofuk  the  iutereft  o£  . 
vinue. 

Theie  advocates  for  the  golden  age 
hv  down  other  principles,  not  very  con- 
fiftent  with  their  general  plan ;  for  they 
tell  us,  that,  to  fupport  the  chni*after  of 
the  (hephjrd,  it  is  proper  that  all  refine- 
ment fhould  be  avoided,  and  that  fome 
flight  inftances  of  ignorance  ftiould  be  in-  - 
tedperfed.  Thus  the  Ihepherd  in  Virgil 
is  iuppoled  to  have  forgot  the  name  of 
Anaximander;  and,  in  Pope>  the  term 
Zodiac  is  too  hard  for  a  niftick  apprr- 
heiifion.  But  if  we  place  our  ftiepncrda 
in  their  primitive  conidition,  we  may  give  - 
them  learning  among  their  other  quali- 
fications $  and  if  we  lufter  them  to  allude 
at  all  to  things  of  Utter  exiftence,  which 
perhaps  cannot  with  any  gi-cat  propriety 
be  allowed,  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
makinjg'  them  fpeak  with  too  much  accu- 
racv,  Imce  they  con verfed  with  divinities, 
and  tranfmitted  to  iucceeding  aget  tlte 
arts  of  life. 

Other  writers  having  the  mean  and 
defpicable  condition  of  a  ftiepherd  al- 
ways before  them,  conceive  it  neceftary 
to  degrade  the  language  of  paftoral,  hv 
ob(b!ete  temis  and  rultick  words,  whicn  * 
they  very  learnedly  call  Doridc,  without  ' 
reflecting,  that  thcv  thus  Wome  au- 
thors  of  a  mangled  diale6l,  which  no 
human  being  ever  couU  have  fpoken*; 
that  they  may  as  Well  refine  the  fpeech 
as  the  fcntimcnts  oi'  their  pa-fonagc,  •'f*  t" 
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tl^it  Bonft  c£  ^he  inconTiftencles  which 
tl)k!y  cndeuvour  to  avoid,  is  greater  than 
■that  of  joining  elegance  of  though^  wjth 
coarieneis  oi  dif^ion.  Spenler  bcigins 
€^  o£  iais  paitqrals  with  ft^died  bar- 
barity— 

*    I>tggon  Davie,  I  bid  her  gOQd>day : 

Or,  Dlggou  her  is,  or  I  miffay. 
'  Dig.  Her  was  her  while  It  was  day-light^ 
But  now  her  It  a  moft  wretched  wight* 

WI^t  ^U  the  leader  imagine  to  be  the 
iilbjei^  on  yvkad^  fpeakers  like  thefe 
ejtcrcife  their  doijxiencc  ?  Will  he  ndt 
be  fomewhat  difapix)inted,  when  he' 
finds  them  met  togerher  tp  condemn  the 
corruptions  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ? 
Surelj,  at  the  fame  time  th^t  a  fliepherd 
learns  theology,  he  may  gain  fome  ac- 
qnaintancc  with  his  native  language. 

Paftoral  admits  of  all  ranks  of  perfons, 
becaule  perfons  of  all  ranks  inhibit  the 
countiy.*  It  excludes  not,  therefore,  on 
account  of  the  chara^^ers  neceffary  to  be 
iifU*oduced,  any  elevation  or  delicacy  of 
fehtimcnt ;  thole  ideas  only  are  improper 
wlildi,  not  owing  their  original  to  rural 
o'ojefts,  are  not  padoi-al.  Such  is  the 
cxcbination  in  Vu"gil— 

NMneJc'u  fuidfa Api^ty durum eafitibus illifm 
JJjuaKJUi  aut  JihaJoffCfatif  aetremi  Caramantes^ 
Necgcum  uofiripuerupit  ftec  fanguinu,  cdunt* 

I  know  Chce,  Love^  iadeferts  thou  weft  bred. 
And  at  the  diigs  of  iavage  tigers  fed  ; 
A^en  0^  birth>  ^urper  of  the  plains. 

DftYPX-N* 

wWch  P<^  endeav/Duripg  to  copy,  was 
caiTied  to  ilill  greater  impropriety  : 

I  know  thee.  Love,  wild  as  the  raging  main, 
More  fierce  than,  tygers  on  the  Lybian  pbin; 
Thou  weft fisomiCtna'sbuming  entpUs  tornf 
Begot  in  tcmpe^s^^  and  ia  chuodcrs  bou  I 

Sentiments  }ike  theTe,  a^  tl^  ha,ve  no 
gl^-oiutd  in  .n^tiux:,  are  ipded  of  little 
value  in  any  poem ;  but  ia  paitoral  the)' 
arc  p^iti^ulaily  liible  to  ccnfure,  be- 
caufe  it  svants  that  exaltation  above 
comuipn  life,  which  in  tr^gick  or  he- 
ro] ck  writings  often  reconciles  us  to  bold 
flints  an3  dating  %ures. 

Pjftural  being  the  reprefiutation  of 
OM  a^ioM  or  pafiofty  by  it's  ^e^s  upon  a 
CQUittrj  lifff  has  nothing  peculiar  but  it's 
confinement  to  rui-al  imagery,  without 
which  it  ceafes  to  be  paitQral.  This  is 
it's  true  chara^erilUck,  and  this  it  can- 
noc  tefe  bv  any  dignityof  ftntimcnt,  or 
WAuty  ofdiaion.  The,  P9Uio  of  Virgil, 


vtrith  all  it's  elevat^^,  is  a  compof^t^Gti 
truly  bucolick,  though  reje^led  by  th^ 
critick ;  for  .^U  the  images  are  either 
taken  from  the  country^  oi-  from  the  re- 
ligion of  the  age  commc^  to  ail  parts  of 
the  empire. 

Th;;  Silenus  is  indeed  of  a  more  dif- 
putabie  kind,  bec^ufe  though  the  fcene 
lies  in  the  country,  the  long  bang  re- 
ligious and  hiilgrical,  had  been  no  left 
adapted  to  any  other  audience  or  plaoq. 
Neid^ier  can  it  well  be  defexided  as  a  fie* 
tion,  k)!*  the  introdu^ion  of  a  god  (torn 
to  imply  the  golden  age,  and  yet  he  al- 
ludes to  many  fubiequent  tranta^kipas, 
and  mentions  Gall\i8  the  poet's  c<Hit^* 
pol:ary. 

It  ieems  neceflary  to  the  perfeflion 
of  this  poem,  that  the  occaHon  which 
is  fupupoied  to  produce  it,  be  at  leaii  not 
inconfiilent  with  a  country  life,  or  le(s 
likely  to  interell  thofe  who  have  retired 
into  places  of  folitude  and  quiet,  than 
the  more  bufy.pact  of  mankind.  It  is 
there^re  improper  to  give  the  title  of  a 
paftoral  to  yerfes  in  which  the  fpejikers, 
after  the  iUght  mention  of  their  flocks, 
fall  to  complaints  of  errors  in  the  church, 
and  corruptions  in  the  government,  gr 
to  lamentations  of  the  de^th  of  ibme  il- 
luftrious  peribn,  whom,  when  once  the 
poet  has.  called  a  ihepherd,  he  h^  ik> 
Ipnger  any  labour  upon  his  han48>  but 
can  make  the  clouos  weep,  and  liliica 
withei',  and  the  iheep  hang*  their  heads, 
without  act  or  learning,  genius  pr  ftudy. 

It  is  part  of  Claudian's  chai^^  of 
Ills  ruftick,  that  he  computes  hjs  t^ine, 
not  by  the  fucceffion  of  confuls>  bu{  of 
harvelts.  Thole  who  pafs  their  davs  in 
retreats  diftant  from  the  theatres  o/bu- 
finefs  ^re  alw^iys  l^aft  likely  to  hui^y 
their  imagination  withpublick  affairs. 

The  facility  of.tieating  a^ii^ns  or 
events  in  t^  paft^ral  ftyle  ha^  incitql 
many  yrriters,  from  wl^m  more  judg- 
ment anight  have  been  cxpe£led,  to  put 
toe  forrow  Qir  the  joy  which  the  o^ciUiqu 
required  intp  the  jngy^  of  Daphne  or 
of  T hvrfis  J  and  as  o»;e  abfurdity  m^. 
naturally  be  expe^ed  to  make  way  ^r 
another,  Ihcy  h^ve  written  with  an  ut-^ 
tei*  difregard  both  pf  life  apd  Oature, 
and  filled  t|ieir  produ6lioas  with  mytho.- 
logical  allufionsy  with  incredibic^^ioiiSy 
and  with  lentiipents  which  neither  oaf- 
fip(i  noi'  reafon  coujd  have  dilated,  Mnfi« 
the  change  which  religion  h;it  m^tie  in. 
the  whole  fyflem  of  the  world. 

N^xxxvmV 
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AVRtAM  <tUtS<tVIB  Ml DlOCIlTATtM 
PILICIT,  TVTV8  CAItT  OKBOLCTI 
»eft»lBUt  TC^Tly    CARBTINVIDSNDA 
SOBSl-OS  A.ULA. 

ynt  MAN  WXTMIN  TNK   GOLDCN  MIAN9 
VTNO  CAN  1I.IB   BOLDEST  W18H  CONTAIN} 
SKCVKBIT   VIEWS   THE  K01N*I>  CEI,L, 
WHERE  SOBPIO  WANT   AND  SORROW  DVBlt^ 
AND  IN  HIMSEIrF  SERENtLY  CREAT> 
DECLINES  AN   E.NXISD,  ROOM  OT  ST^lTE* 

Fban<;ii. 


AMONG  imny  paralMs  which  nkn 
of  imaginatbn  have  drawn  between 
the  natural  ^k!  nwral  ftate  of  the  world, 
it  has  been  obferved  that  happinefs,  as 
well  as  virtue,  condtks  in  Mediocrity  | 
that  to  avoid  evcrv  extreme  is  neceflary, 
even  to  him  who  has  oo  other  c^xt  than 
to  pais  through  the  prelent  ftate  with  eafe 
and  £iiety }  and  that  the  middle  path  is 
the  road  cf  fecurity,  on  either  fide  ef 
which  are  not  only  the  pitfiilli  olf  vicci 
hut  the  precipices  of  rum. 

Thus  the  maxim  of  Cleobulus  the 
Lindian,  *  iAirf$v  2f(c«v— Mediocrity  it 

•  heft,'  has  been  long  confidcred  as  an 
luiiverfal  principltr,  extended  through  tht 
whole  compafs  of  life  and  nature.  The 
experience  of  every  a^  ieems  to  have 
given  it  new  confinnation,  and  to  fhew 
that  nothing,  howex'er  fpecious  or  allur- 
injg,  is  pur^ied  with  propriety,  or  enjojr- 
eifwith  fafety,  beyond  certain  linuts. 

Even  the  ffifta  of  nature,  which  may 
tmly  be  conndcred  a»  the  moll  folid  and 
dnrabte  of  all  terreftnal  advantages^  are 
^ind,  when  they  exceed  the  middle 
point,  to  draw  tlte  p oi^fTor  into  many 
calamities,  eafdy  a vouled  by  others  that 
have  been  left  bountifully  enriched  or 
adorned.  We  fte  every  day  women 
perifli  with  infamy,  by  having  been  too 
wiBing  to  fet  their  beauty  to  ^ew;  and 
sHiers,  though  not  with  e^ua^  guilt  or 
raiiery,  yet  vrilh  very  (harp  remorfe, 
hrngmfting  in  decay,  neglea,  and  ob- 
i«urity,  far  having  rated  their  youthful 
chwiBs  at  too  high  a  price.  And,  in- 
deed, if  the  opinion  of  Bacon  be  thought 
to  defrnre  much  regard,  very  few  fighs 
would  be  veitted  for  eminent  and  fuper- 
btive  elegance  of  iontk «  *  For  beautiiul 

*  ^IKMMni*  fays  he,^  <  ar«  fcSdom  of  any 


^  great  accompliikmentSr  bectu(e  they, 
«  for  the  moft  part,  ftudy-behaviour  ra-  . 
«  ther  than  virt\ie.' 

Health  and  vigour,  and  a  h^ppy  con- 
ftitution  of  the  corporeal  frame,  arc  of 
abfolute  neceility  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
comforts,  and  to  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  life,  and  requifite  in  yet  a 
greater  roealbre  to  the  accompliihment 
of  anything  iUuftpious  or  diftingui/hed  r 
yet  even  thefe,  if  we  can  judge  by  their 
apparent  con^uences,  are  fometinie^ 
Aot  very  beaential  to*  thoTe-  on  whom 
they  arc  moft  liberally  btftowcd..  They 
that  fiftquenf  the  chambers  of  the  ficlc> 
will  generally  findr  the  fliarpeft  pains» 
and  moft"  ftubborn-  maladies,  among 
thenv  whom  confidence  of  the  fbiicc  <3^ 
nature  fbnnerly  betrayed  to  negligence 
andirregubritv;  and  that  fuperawty  of 
ftreneth,  which  was  at  once  their  hloaft 
and  their  fnare,  has  often,  in-  the  latter 
ffart  of  lifie,  no  othei  efteA  than  tliat 
It  continues,  than  long  in  impotence  and 
an<ruifh. 

Theie  gifts  of  nature  are,  however, 
always  biedings  ii>  themfelve^  and  to 
be  acknowledged-  with  gratitude  to  him 
that  gives  them  ^  fince  thev  are,  in  their 
regular  and  legitimate  ei^s,  produc- 
tive of  happinei's,  and  prove  pernicious 
only  by  voluntary  corruption,  or  idle  neg- 
ligence. And  as  there  is  little  danger  of 
puHiiing  them  with  too  much  ardour  or 
anxiety,  becauiie  no  (kill  or  diligence  cait 
hope  to  proc\>re  them,  the  uncertainty 
of  their  influence  upon  our  lives  is  men*. 
tioned,  not  to  depreciate  their  ixal  va- 
lue, but  to  rcprefs  the  diicontent  and 
envy  to  iirhich  the  want  of  them  often 
gives  occifion  in  thofe  who  do  not  enougk 
lufpe^  tkclr  ov/n  frailty,  nor  confi^ 

Dig?4dbyG00gI^"^ 


^o 


TJHP  b;amilei?. 


how  much  Fefs  is  the  calamity  of  not 
pofleffing  CTcat  powert,  than  of  not  ufing 
them  aright e 

Of  ali  thofe  things  thatitakcus  fu- 
pcrior  to  others,  there  is  none  Co  much 
within  the  reach  of  our  endeavours  as  ' 
riches,  nor  any  thing  more  eagerly  or 
conftantiy  defired.  Poverty  is  an  evil 
always  in  car  view  j  an  evil  complicated 
with  fo  many  circiMnilanccs  of  uneaflners 
an  J  vexation,  that  every  man  is  (hidiotis 
to  avoid  it.  Some  degree  of  riches  is  there- 
fore required,  that  we  "may  be  exempt 
frbm  the  pripe  of  neceffjty  j  when  this 
pui-pofe  is  .once  attained,  we  naturally 
wifh  tor  more,  that  the  evil  which  is  re- 
garded with  fo  much  horror,  may  be  yet 
^at  a  greater  diftance  from  us  j  as  he  tnat 
has  oftce  felt  or  dreaded  the  paw  of  a 
favage,  will  not  b^  at  reft  till  they  are 
'  parted  by  f(»me  barrier^  which  may  take 
away  all  poflibility  of  a  fecond  attack. 

To  this  point,  if  fear  be  not  unrea« 
ibnabl/iiKlu!ged,Cleobi]lu8  would,  per- 
haps, not  refufe  to  extend  hjs  medio- 
crity. But  it  ahnoft  always  jiappensy 
that  the  man  who  growy  rich,  chaages 
his  notions  of  poverty,  llates  his  w^anta 
by  feme  new  meafure ;  and,  from  flying 
the  enemy  that  purfued  him,  bcnd»  his 
endeavours  to  overtake  thofe  whom  he 
fees  before  him  •  The.  power  of  gratify- 
ing his  appetites  encrcaiestkeirdemanas) 
a-thoufand  wiihes  croud  in  upoQ  him, 
importunate  to  be  fatisfied ;  and  vanity 
and  ambition  open  profpe6ts  to  defirc, 
which  ftill  grow  wider,  as  they  are  more 
contemplateid. 

1 1ms  in  time  want  is  enkrgtd  with- 
out bounds ;  an  eagemefs  for  increafe  of 
ix)fleflions  deluges  the  foul,  and  we  fink 
.  -^  into  the  gUlphs  of  infatiability,  only  be- 
caufe  we  do  not  fufficiently  confider,  that 
all  real  need  is  very  foon  fupplied,  and 
aii  real  danger  of  it's  invafion  eafily  pi*e- 
c hided ;  that  the  claims  of  vanity,  being 
without  limits,  muft  be  denied  at  laft; 
and  that  the  pain  of  repreffing  them  is 
lefs  pungent  before  they  have  been  long 
accuiion'icd  to  c'jTipliance. 

Whofoever  Ihall  look  heedfiilly  upon 
thofe  who  arc  eminent,  for  their  riches, 
will  not  think  their  condition  fucb  a«  that 
he  Hiould  hazard  his  quiet,  and  much 
lefs  his  virtue,  t.o  obtain  it.  For  all  that 
great  wealth  generally  give* above  a  mo- 
derate fortune,  is  more  rocm  forthe freaks 
«f  capric**,  and  more  priWlegcforigno-, 
ranee  and  vice,  a  quicker  &cc«ifion  of 


flatteries,  and  a  larger  cirdc  of  ToHiptu- 
ouihefs. 

There  is  ope  reafon  feldom  remax^ced 
which  naakcs  ridie^Icfs  deflrable.  Too 
much  wealth  is  very  frequently  the  occa- 
iioa  of  poverty*  He  whom  the  wanton- 
nefs  of  abundafice  has  once  (ofrened,. 
cafily  finks  into  negk^l  of  his  aiFairs ; 
and  he  that  thinks  ne  can  af&rd  to  be 
negligent,  is  not  far  from  being  poor. 
He  will  foon  be  involved  in  perpfexities, 
which  hisinexpericnafwillrcncterunfur- 
mountable  j  he  WiH  fly  ft)r  help  to  thofe 
whofe  intereft  it  is  that  he  mould,  be 
more  diftrefled,  and  will  be  at  laft  torn**,, 
to  pieces  by  the  vultures  that  always  ho-  j 
ver  over  fortunes  in  decay .  _  ^ 

When  the  plains  of  India  virere  burnt 

up  by  a  lotig  continuance  of  dr<wg||^t, 

Hamct  and  Rafchid,  two  neighbounng 

fliepherds,  faint  with  third,  flood  at  the 

common  boundary  of  thcu'  grounds,  with 

their  flocks  and  herds  panting  round 

them,  and  in  extremity  of  diflrefs  pray-- 

ed  for  water.    On  a  indden  the  air  waft 

becalmed,  the  birds  ceaiibd  to  chir^  and 

the  flocks  to  bleat.  They  turned  their  eves. 

every  way,  and  faw  a  being  of  mighty 

ftature  advancing  throucfa  the  vauley, 

whom  they  knew  upon  his  nearer  ap« 

pniachto  be  the  Genius  of  Diftribution.. 

In  one  hand  heJicld  the  flieaves  of  plen* 

tjf ,  and  in  the  other  the  fabre  of  deftnic- 

tion.     The  fliephenb  flood  tremblings 

and  would  have  retired  before  him ;  but 

he  called  to  them  with  a  voice  gentle  as 

the  breeze   that  plays  in  the  evening 

among  the  fpices  of  Sabaea-— *  Fly  not 

fr^m  your  benefador,  children  of  the 

duft !  I  am  come  to  offer  you  gifrs^ 

which  only  your  own  folly  can  make 

vain.    You  here  pray  for  water,  and 

water  I  will  beflow ;  kt  me  know  with 

howmuch  you  will  be  fatisfied :  fpeak 

notraihlyj  confider,  that  of  whatever 

can  be  enjoyed  by  the  body,  excefs  is 

no  lefs  dangerous  than  fcarcity.  Whea. 

you  remember  the  pain  of  thirfl,  da 

not  forget  the  danger  of  fuflbcatioa.-^ 

Now,  Hamet,  tell  me  your  requefl.* 

*  O  Being,  kind  and  beneficent,'  fays 

Hamet,  <  let  thine  eye  pardon  my  con^ 

*  fufion.     I  entreat  a  little  bro^  which 

*  in  fummec  flnli  never  be  dry,  and  in 

*  wintcrpever overflow.'—*  1%  is^graat-* 

*  ed,'  replied  the  Genius^  ai>d  intm^ 
diately.Jie  opened  the  ground  ,with  his 
ikbre,  ain^a  fr>unt«ii\biS>bling  up  under 
their,  ftet,  fcattered  it's  rill»  «ver  the 
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imadovnt ;  the  flowei^  renewed  their  fra* 
grancc,  the  trees  fpread  a  greener  foli- 
age, and  the  flocks  and  herds  quenched 
their  thk^. 

Then  turning  to  Rafchid,  the  Genius 
inTitcd  him  Itkewife  to  offer  his  petition. 
'*  I  requcft,'  fays  Rafchid,  '  that  thou 
'  wih  turn  the  Gat^s  tfirough  nay 

*  grounds,  with  all  his  waters,  and  ail 
<  their  inhabitants.'  Hamet  was  ftnick 
with  the  greatnefs  oF  his  neighbour's  fen- 
timents;  vnd  fecretiy  repined  in  his  heart, 
that  he  had  not  made  the  fame  petition 
before  him  $  when  the  Genius  ipoke-^ 
?  Raih  man,  be  not  io£itiable !  remem- 

*  ber,  to  thee  that  is  nothing  which 
\  thou  cauft  not  ufe :  and  how  are  tliy 


<  wants  greater  than  the  wants  of  li  - 

<  met  V  Rafchid  repeated  his  deiire,  aiiU 
pleafed  himfelf  witn  the  mean  appear*. 
since  that  Hamet -would  make  in  the  pro- 
fence  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Ganges. 
The  Genius  then  retired  towards  the 
river,  and  the  two  fhepherds  ftood  wait- 
ing the  erent.  As  Rafchid  was  look- 
ing with  contempt  upon  hisneighbour,on 
a  luddcn  was  heard  the  roar  or  torrenr^ 
and  they  found  by  the  mii^hty  ftrcani 
riiat  the  mounds  of  the  Gan^s  were 
hix>ken.  The  flood  roiled  for%vard  into 
the  lands  of  Rafchid,  his  plantations 
were  torn  up,  his  flocks  overwhelmed, 
he  was  f\?ept  away  before  it,  and  a  cro- 
codile devoured  him. 


N«  XXXIX.  TUESDAY,  JULY  31,  J750. 

I'HrrLiX'^^uLLi  bins  ncpta  masito, 

AUSONIUS. 
V>fBt«ST,    sriLL  DOOM'O  TOIVXD  WITH  MISXtT. 


THE  condition  of  the  female  (ex  has 
been  fremiently  the  fubjef^of  com»- 
l^flion  to  medical  writers,  becaufc  their 
conftitution  of  body  is  fuch,  that  erery 
toe  of  life  brings  it's*  peculiar  difeaies : 
they  are  placed,  accord  ingto  the  proverb, 
hetweea  ScyHa  and  Chary  bdis,  with  no 
other  choice  than  of  dangers  equally  for- 
*nidaMe  j  and  whether  they  embrace  mai-- 
ragc,  or  determine  upon  a  fmgle  life, 
•we  fxpofcd,  in  cttilequence  of  thefar 
<Wce,  to  ficknefs^  raifery,  and  death. 

It  were  to  be  Wifhed  that  £0  great  a 
d^ree  of  natural  infdicity  might  not  be 
*'»wcafed  by  adventitio«s  and  artificial 
nwferics;  and  that  beings  whofe  beauty 
^  cannot  behold  without  admiration, 
smd  whole  delicacy  we  cannot  contem- 
plate without  tendemefs,  mia^bt  be  flif- 
fered  to  enjoy  every  alleviation  of  their 
^niows.  But,  however  it  has  happened, 
toe  cullom  of  the  world  feems  to  have 
*^cn  formed  in  a  kind  of  confpii-acy 
^iaft  them,  though  it  does  not  appear 
pw  they  had  thcmieh^es  an  equal  ihare 
'"  it's  dUbUihment }  and  prelcriptions 
"•'DKh,  by  whtnnfoever  they  were  begun, 
're  now  of  long  continuance,  and  by 
^'«l«ence  of  great  authority,  feem  to 
f*^«  almoft  excluded  them  from  content, 
JJ  yhatfocver  condition  they  ihall  pafs 
**»e»rliTes.  - 

"ihcy  refufc  the  focicty  of  men,  asd 


continue  in  that  ftate  which  is  reafobablj 
fuppofcd  to  place  happinefs  moft  in  theif 
own  power,  they  feklom  give  thpih  that 
frequent  their  converfatlon  any  exalted 
•notions  of  the  blefling  of  liberty  j  for 
whether  it  be  that  they  are  aagry  to  fee 
with  what  inconfiderate  eagem^s  other 
heedlefs  females  ru(h  into  flaveiy,  or 
with  what  abfurd  vanity  the  married  1jv~ 
dies  boaft  the  chsmge  of  their  condition, 
and  condemn  the  heroines  w\\o  er<d^avour 
to  aflci-t  the  natural  dignity  •f  their  fex ; 
whether  they  are  conicious  that  like  bar  - 
iTn  cotmtries  they  aj*e  free,  only  toecaufe 
they  were  never  thaui;ht  to  defcrve  the 
trouble  of  a  conqueit,  or  imi^ljie  that 
their  finccrity  is  not  always  urMufpeilr 
ed,  when  they  declare  their  contemp*^  of 
meu}  it  is  ccrt-^in,  that  thev  g-ciioriliy 
appear  to  have  fbjne  pent  and  Iiic.Janc 
caufe  of  imcarinei's,  aidtii^L  jn'^ny  of 
them  have  at  laft  been  ptfr:ua<ic<l,  by 
powerful  rhetoricir.n5,  to  tr/  the  lits 
which  they  had  To  lo:ig  conf  v-mr.ci,  A:\  1 
put  on  the  bridal  oinamcats  at  a  time 
when  they  leaft  became  th^ri. 

What  are  the  real  caud  s  of  tli2  impa- 
tience which  the  ladies  diicowr  in  y  vir^ 
gin  ftate,  I  (hall  perhaps  r?vk.c  i';\ne  ot'.ief 
occaficn  to  examine.  Th.ir  it  is  rtj\ 
to  be  envied  for  it*8  happlni.''?,  .ipp.-ii-i 
from  th2  folicit'ide  \vith  vvi^ch  it  U 
avoided i  from  the  opinion  uriverl'lly 
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prevalent  among  the  fex,  that  no  woman 
"Continues  lohg  in  it  but  bccaufe  (he  is 
not  invited  to  (brfake  it;  from  the  dif. 
pofition  always  (hewn  to  ti^eat  old  maids 
as  the  refufe  of  the  worid  J  aiUdfromthe 
tvillii^ers  witl^  which  it  is  6ften  quitted 
at  laf,  by  thofc  whofe  ekperi^ficc  has 
vnabkd  them  to  judge  at  leifure,  and  de- 
cide wjth  authority. 

Yet  inch  is  lifir,  that  whatever  is  pro* 
{wfedy  it  is  much  eatier  to  find  reafbns 
tor  rejefting  than  embracing.  Mar- 
rtage,  though  a  certain  fecurityifiroin  the 
reproach  and  folitude  of  antR{uated'  vir- 
ginity, has  yet,  as  it  is  ufually  conduct- 
ed,  many  difadvantag^s,  thdt  take  away 
much  from  the  pleafiire  which  fociety 
promi(cs,  and  might  afford,  ifplealiires 
and  pains  were  honeftly  iharcd,  and  mu- 
tual confidence  inviolaoly  pr^ferved. 

The  mifci'icA,  indeed,  which  many  la- 
ilies  fuffer  under  conjugal  vexations,  are 
to  be  confidered  with  great  pity,  becaufe 
their  hufbands  are  o&n  not  taken  by 
them  as  obie£^s  of  affe6lion»  but  forced 
<  upon  tliem  by  authority  and  violence,  or 
by  perfuafion  and  importunity,  equally 
reMtlefs  when  urged  by  thofe  whom  they 
hive  been  always  accuftoined  to  reve- 
rence and  obey  j  and  it  very  feidom  ap- 
pears, that  thofe  whd  are  thus  defpotick 
m  thedifpofal  of  their  children,  pay  any 
res;ard  to  their  domeftick  and  peffonsd 
felicity,  or  think  it  {o  much  to  be  en- 
quired whether  they  will  be  haj^y,  as 
whether  they  will  hi  Hch. 
'  It  may  be urgwl,  in  extem^^tion  nfthii 
crime,  which  parents,  not  inanvotherre- 
fpeft  to  be  numbered  with  tobbcm  and 
affafluis,  frequentlyCommit>  that)  in  their 
eftimatton,  riches  and  happinefs  arc  e- 
auivalent  terms.  They  have  pafl*ed  their 
lives  with  no  other  wi(h  thafn  that  of  ad- 
ding acre  to  acrc>  and  fiilii^  one  bag  af- 
ter another,  and  imagine  the  advantage  of 
a  daughter  fuftcienny  confidered,  when 
they  kive  fecured  her  a  lai-gc  jointube, 
and  given  her  reafonable  expe^ations  of 
,  living  in  the  mitlfl  ^f  thole  picafures 
with  which  (he  had  feen  her  father  and 
mother  fjlacing  their  ape. 

There  is  an  ceconomical  oracle  raceiv- 
•d  amrni;  the  prudential  part  of  the 
world,  which  advifcs  fathers  to  many 
ibeir  tfaugbters  Itfi  they  /hould  morry 
themfcl^'is\  by  whurh  I  luppofe  it  is  im- 
plied, that  women  left  to  tneir  ovi  n  con- 
du<5>,  generally  unite  thcmfelvei  with 
fuch  pirtncr*  as  cm  contribute  very  lit- 
tie  to  tlirir  frlicity.  Wh9^|r«s  the  author 


of  this  maxim,  or  with  what  intentioft 
it  was  originally  uttered,  I  havciiot  yci: 
difcovered  \  but  imagine  that,  howcvet' 
iblemnly  it  niay  be  tranfmitted,  or  bowi> 
ever  implicitly  received,  it  can  coritb* 
no  authority  which  na^^  has  denied ; 
it  cannot  licenfe  Titius  to  be  unjtift,  left 
Caia  fhoul^  be  hnprud^nt  \  nor  give  right 
to  imprifon  for  liie>  Idl  liberty  Ihcmld 
be  ill  employed. 

That  the  ladies  have  fometimes  in«> 
tUn*ed  imputations  w^ich  might  natu- 
rally pnxhice  edi^b  not  much  in  their  fa^- 
Vour,  miift  be  confefled  by  their  warmeft 
Sidvocates ;  and  I  have  indeed  feidom  ob<- 
ferved,  that  when  the  tendemefs  w  vu** 
tue  of  their  parents  has  prefer\'cd  them 
from  forced  marriage,  and  left  them  at 
largje  to  chufe  their  own  path  in  the  la- 
byrinth of  life,  the^  liave  made  any 
grcrat  advantajge  <f  their  ttbdty :  they 
commonly  take  the  opportunity  of  in- 
depeiKience  to  trifle  away  youth,  and  loie 
their  bloom  in  a  huny  of  diverfioiis,  re* 
curring  in  a  fucceflion  too  auick  to  leave 
room  for  any  lettM  reflet  ion ;  they  iti 
the  world  without  gaining  experience, 
and  at  laft  r^^late  their  choiot  by  ifBo»> 
tives  trtiling  as  thole  ,of  a  girl,  or  mer- 
cenary as  thofe  of  a  miler . 

Melanthia  came  to  town  upon  the 
death  of  her  fatW^  with  a  very  law* 
fortune)  and  with  the  reputation  ofa 
miich  larger  5  (he  was  theretbre  followed 
and  cai-efled  by  many  men  of  rank,  and 
by  fome  of  underftanding ;  but  having 
an  tiifatiable  deiire  of  pk»fure,  <he  was 
not  at  leifnre,  from  thrpark,  tbtr  gafdcns^ 
the  theatres,  vifits>  aflcmblirs,  and  maf- 
querade«,  to  attend  ferioufly  to  any  pro- 
pofal,  but  was  (Hll  impatient  for  a  ne# 
wttcrcr,  and  negle6^ed  marriage  as  al* 
ways  in  her  power ;  till  in  time  her  admir- 
ers fell  away,  wearied  with  cxpence,  dif- 
gui^ed  at  h^  folly,  or  oflfended  by  her  in* 
conftancy  \  flie  heard  of  concerts  to  which 
fhe  was  not  invited,  and  was  more  than 
once  forced  to  fit  fHU  at  an  aflembly  for 
wan^  of  a  partner.  In  this  diftrefsv 
chance  threw  in  her  way  Philbtryphus, 
a  man  vain,  glittering,  and  thougntlels 
as  herlelf,  wlu>  had  Ibent  a  fhiail  for- 
Vifte  in  equipage  and  dreis,  and  was 
Ihining  in  the  hft  fuit  for  which  his 
tailor  would  give  him  credit*  He  had 
been  long  endeavouring  to  retrieve  his 
extravagance  by  mairiage,  and  therefore 
loon  piud  his  court  to  Melanthia,  who, 
after  (bm<  weeks  of  infenfibility,  fayr 
ham  at  a  ball^  and  was  wholly  overcome 
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V  Kisjerfomwm'e  m  a  minuet.     They         Argyris,  after  having  rcfufcd  a  thou- 

teamed;    bur  a   man    cannot   alway$  (and  offers,  at  Jait  conlentcd  to  marry 

tlancc,  am!  Philotryphus  had  no  dther  Cotylus.  the  younger  brother  of  a  duke, 

method  of  |>learmg:  hcAvever,  as  helthtr  a  man  without  elegance  of  mien,  beauty 

was  m  any  great  dcgr^  Vicious,  tW  of  i»erfon,  or  foice  of  undcrftandinii 

lii^e  together  with  no  other  iirflapphiefs  who,  while  he  courted  hci-,  could  nSt 

nun  vn/*iiifv  nfr  vnifk^    *%*^A  /!«»»  *^A^-iir  ^i x*...i ■•    ^      .  ■  ... 


Hon  vacuity  of  mitid,  and  that  tafteieff- 
iicfs  of  lifi:  which  proceeds  from  a  fa- 
titty  of  juvenile  pleafurcs,  and  an  utter 
inability  to  ^  their  place  \y  hoWei*  cm- 
ployments,  Ak  they  have  known  the 
fashionable  world  at  die  fame  time,  th^y 
agree  In  their  notions  cf  all  thofe  fub- 
Jofts  on  Uliich  they  e^or  fpeaV^  and 'be- 
ing able  to  add  nothing  to  fhe  ideas  of 
cachoth^r,  He  not  much  incflincd  to 
cOTverlation,  but  very  often  join  in  one 
wi(h— *  That  they  could  flcep  more, 
and  think  Jds/ 


always  forbear  allufiotfs  to  her  Wrth^ 
and  hints  how  cheajflv  Ihe  would  pur- 
fchafc  an  alliance  to -(o  mufbrious  a  family. 
His  conduA  from  tlie  hour  of  his  mar- 
riage has  Uftn  inliifferably  tyrannical  j 
nor  has  he  any  other  regard  to  her  than 
what  arifcfc  frim  his  dclire  that  her  ap- 
pearance may  not  difgi-acc  him.  Ujwn 
this  priciple,  howrrer,  1^  always  or- 
ders that  fhc  (hould  be  gaily  drelTed,  anA 
Iblendidly  attended*,  and  ihc  has,  among 
all  her  mortifications,  the  happinels  t# 
take  place  df  lier  eideft  fifter. 


N^  XI^   SATURDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1750. 

•*  '    N'yt  OICET,    CUa    too    AMICUM 

orrtNDAM  IS     NUGIS?    H^     NUCit    StttIA    lyUCCNT 


'is   IklA'LA     DtnttVH    -SKMI^ 


HOR. 


No»  sAr,  Fom  TxirL'Kt  WHY  siieu^»   l'I>1SrtlA9« 

TBE  MAN.  I     LOVE?    roa   TKirLEt     SWCM   AS    I'MESK 
TO  SERIOUS  MltCUIErS'LEAP  THE    MAN   I    LOVE, 
jr^ONCE   THE    rX.ATTER'KR*S'«XOlCULE    HE  PROVE. 


It"  has  been  rcraa^ted,  that  authors 
arc  ge/uis  IrritabiU^^^  generation 
'veryeafiiyfui  out pf  temper'^  ahd  that  they 
1«l(lom  tail  of  giving  .proofs  of  their 
inifcibility  upon  the  ilighteft  attack  of 
rriticifin,  or  the  moft  gentle  or  modeil 
offer  of  advice  and  information. 

Writers  being  beft  acquainted  with 
«iie  another,  have  repi'cfented  this  cha- 
faf^erac  prevailing  among  men  of  11- 
t^ntnre,  which  a  more  extenilve  view 
^the  wvrid  woukl  have  Aie^Vn  them  to 
ix  difulcd  through  all  human  nature,  to 
inin^  itielf  wi£  evcty  fpccies  of  am- 
nion and  defire  of  pfaiic,  and  to  dif- 
^wtr  it's  eifecls  with  greater  or  Icfs  re- 
ibuiot,  and  under  difguifes  more  or  lefs 
^Ail,  in  all  places  and  all  conditions. 

Tlic  quarrels  of  writers,  indeed,  are 
*nofe  obierved,  becauie  they  ncceitn-ily 
Jywl  to  the  dccifion  of  tne  publick. 
^ttir  enmitiet  are  incited  by  applauils 
^nm  their  parties,  and  prolonged  by 
<i]ra^herous  encouragement  /or  generi 
4r^1i^',  ^  i|to|n  ^  astit^  ^appens 


F«AKCI9^ 

to  rife  high  between  men  of  ^n his  and- 
learning,  it's  memory  is  continued  for 
the  tame  region  as  it's  vchtntjcncr  was  at 
firll  promotc\l,  hecaulc  ir  gratities  tlic 
malevolence  or  curiofity  of  readers,  antl 
relic  res  tlic  vacancies  of  life  with  amufc- 
ment  and  laughter.  The  ptfrlbn-al  dif- 
Jjuttts,  ehtrefore,  of  rivals, m  wit,  aic 
fometiojes  tranfraitted  to  poftcrity,  when 
the  grudges  and  heart-burnings  of  mea 
lefs  conlpicuous,  tliough  carried  on  with 
equal  l)itterners,  andprothif^tiveof  gi«ii- 
er  evils,  are  expotlx!  fo  the  knowledge 
of  thofe  only  whom  they  nearly  uftld, 
and  fufFercd  to  pafs  off  and  be  lorfi;oitcn 
among  common  and  caliial  tranfatiioirs. 

The  refentmert  which  the  difcovery  qf 
a  fault  or  folly  produces,  mufl  bear  n 
certain  proporticn  to  our  pride,  and  will 
rcguLu'ly  be  more  acrimonious,  as  prldf 
is  more  immediately  the  principle  of  ac- 
tion. In  whatever)  therefore,  we  wifh^ 
or  imagine  ourielvHS  to  excel,  we  fh^ll 
always  be  difple;  ltd  to  hare  our  claims 
to   ir^tsttion  d  tputod,  ind  irore  dif* , 
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pleafed,  If  the  accompli/hment  be  fuch 
as  can  expert  reputation  only  for  It^s  re^ 
ward.  For  this  reafon,  it  Is  common 
to  find  men  break  out  into  rage  at  sHy 
infmuations  to  the  difad vantage  of  diwr 
wit,  who  have  borne  with  great  patience 
•reflections  on  tbeii*  morals  i  and  of  wo- 
men it  has  been  always  known,  that  no 
T:enfure  wounds  fo  deeply,  or  rankles  fo 
Jong,  as  that  which  chai'ges  them  with 
want  of  beauty. 

As  men  frequently  fill  their  imagina- 
tions with  trifling  purfuits,  and  pleaie 
themfelves  moft  with  things  of  finall  im-* 
portance,  I  have  often  known  very  fe- 
Vere  and  lafting  malevolence  excited  by 
unlucky  cenfures,  which  would  have 
fallen  without  any  elFeCl,  had  they  not 
happened  to  wound  a  part  remarkably 
tenaer.  Guftulus,  who  valued  himfeff 
upon  the  nicety  of  his  palate,  difinherited 
<  his  eldefl  fon  for  tetUng  hkn  that  the ; 
wine,  which  he  was  then  commending, 
was  the  fame  which  he  had  fent  away 
the  day  before,  not  fit  to  be  drunk* 
Proculus  withdrew  his  kindnefs  from  a 
nephew,  whom  he  had  always  confidered 
as  the  moft  promifing  genius  of  the  age, 
for  happening  to  praife  in  his  preience  the 
graceful  horfcmanfhlp  of  Marius.  And 
Fortunio,  when  he  was  privy-coonfellor, 
procured  a  clerk  to  be  difmiifed  from  one 
of  the  publick  offices  in  which  he  was 
tmincnt  for  his  (kill  and  afliduity,  be- 
caufe  he  had  been  heard  to  fay,  that  there 
was  another  man  in  the  kingdom  on 
whofe  flcill  at  billiards  he  woufi  lay  his 
.money  againft  Fortunfo^s^ 

Felicia  and  Floretta  had  been  bred  up 
in  one  houfe,  and  fhared  all  the  pleafures 
and  endearments  of  infancy  together. 
They  enteixid  upon  life  at  the  fame  time, 
and  continued  their  confidence  and 
jiiendfliip 5  confulted  each  other  in  every 
change  of  their  drefs,  and  every  admifTion 
of  a  new  lover  $  thought  every  diverfion 
jnore  entertaining,  whenever  it  happened 
that  both  were  prefent ;  and,  when  fepa- 
rated,  juftified  the  conduct, and  celebrated 
the  excellences  of  one  another.  Such  was 
their  intimacy,  and  fuch  their  fidelity} 
till  a  birth-night  approached,  when  Flo- 
retta took  one  morning  an  opportunity, 
51s  they  were  confulting  upon  new  cloatlis, 
to  advife  her  friend  not  to  dance  at  the 
ball,  and  informed  her  that  her  perform- 
ance tlvc  year  before  had  not  anfwered 
J  he  cxpe6iation  which  her  other  accom- 
pliihmcnts  had   raifed.      Felicia   com- 


mended her  fincerity,  and  thanked  hef 
for  the  caution ;  but  tokl  her  that  Hat 
danced  to  pleaie  herielf,  and  was  in  vcrf 
little  concern  what  the  men  might  takit 
the  liberty  of  faying,  but  that  if  her  ap«- 
pearance  gave  her  dear  Floretta  any  un- 
eafinefs,  (he  would  ftay  away.  Fioretta 
had  now  nothing  left  but  to  make  new 
protcftations  of  fincerity  and  affeftion^ 
with  which  Felicia  was  (6  well  fatisfied, 
that  they  parted  with  more  than  ufual 
fondnefs.  They  ftill  continued  to  viilt, 
with  this  only  difference,  that  Felicia  wtt 
more  punftual  than  before,  and  often  de- 
clared how  high  a  value  Ihe  put  upon 
fincerity,  how  much  ihe  thought  that 
goo(Juefs  to  be  efteemcd  whkh  would 
venture  to  admonifii  a  friend  of  an  error^ 
and  with  what  gratitude  advice  was  to  be 
received,  even  when  it  might  happen  t» 
proceed  from  miftake. 

In  a  few  months  Ftiicia,  with  great 
ferjoulhefs,  told  FIoretB,  that  though 
her  beauty  was  fuch  as  gave  charms  to 
whatever  (he  did,  and  hei'  quaKfications 
fo  extcnfive,  that  /he  could  not  fail  of 
excellence  in  any  attempt,  yet  flie  thought 
herfclf  obliged  by  the  duties  of  friend- 
fhtp  to  inform  her,  that  if  ever  ihe  be- 
trayed vwmt  of  judgment,  it  was  by  too 
fi^uent  compliance  vnth  iblicitations  td 
fing,  for  that  her  manna*  vras  fomewhat 
ungraceful,  and  her  voice  had  no  great 
compafs.      <  It  is  true,'   fays  Floi-etta> 

*  when  I  fung  three  nights  ago  at  Lack 

*  Sprightly 's,  I  was  hc^irie  v^th  a  coWt 

*  but  I  fing  for.  my  own  iatisi«i6Hon, 

*  and  am  not  in  the  leaft  pain  whethef 

*  I  am  liked.      However,  my  dear  Fe^ 

*  licia's  kindnefs  is  not  the  lefs  ;  and  t 

*  ihall  always  think  myfelf  happy  in  f* 
«  true  a  fricndw' ' 

From  this  time  they  never  iaw  eacK 
other  without  mutual  profeffions  of  ef- 
tecm,  and  declarations  of  confidence) 
but  went  foon  after  into  the  country  to 
vifit  their  relations.  When  they  camt 
back,  they  were  prevailed  on,  by  the  im- 
portunity of  new  acquaintance,  to  take 
lodgings  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
and  had  frequent  occafion,  when  thef 
met,  to  bewail  the  difbnce  at  which  thct 
were  placed,  and  the  uncertjiinty  whicn 
each  experienced  of  finding  the  other  at 
home. 

Thus  are  the  fondeft  and  fimieft  friend-^ 

(hips  diifolved,  by  fuch  openneft  anJ 

fincerity  at  interrupt  our  enjoytnent  of 

our  awn  apprp^attfo,  or  reMd  uo  to  the 
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remembrance  of  thofe  failings  which  we 
jve  more  wOltng  to  indulge  than  to  cor- 
ita. 

It  18  by  no  means  neceflary  to  imagine^ 
that  be  who  is  ofeided  at  advice,  was 
%iiorant  of  the  fault,  and  refents  the  ad- 
momtion  as  a  falfe  charge ;  for  perhaps 
it  is  moft"  natural  to  be  enraged  when 
then  is  the  ftrongeilT  conviftion  of  our 
tnm  guilt.  ■  While  we  can  eafily  defend 
eiir  (Sarafter/  we  are  no  more  diiturbed 
at  an  accufation  than  we  are  alanned  by 
an  enemy  whom  we  are  fure  to  conquer } 
and  whofe  attack,  therefore,  will  bring 
08  honour  without  danger.  But  when 
a  man  feels  the  reprehenfion  of  a  friend 
fcconded  by  his  own  heart,  he  is  eafily 
heated  mto  irfentment  and  revenge,  either 
bccaufe  he  hoped  that  the  fault  of  which 
he  was  confcious,  had  efcaped  the  notice 
of  others  ;  or  that  his  friend  had  looked 
upon  it  with  tendernefs  and  extenuation, 
wid  excufcd  it  ibr  the  fake  of  his  other 
virtues ;  or  had  conitdered  him  as  too 
wife  to  need  advice,  or  too  delicate  to  be 
ihocked  with  reproach ;  or,  becaufe  we 

(cannot  feel  witnout  pain  thofe  reflec- 
tions roufed  which  we  have  been  endea- 
vouring to  lay  afleep ;  and  when  pain  has 
produced  anger,  who  would  not  willing- 
if  bcfieve,  that  it  ought  to  be  difcharg- 
ed  on  others,  rather  than  on  him- 
felf? 

The  refentment  produced  by  fmcerity, 
whatever  be  it's  immediate  caufe,  is  fo 
certain,  and  generaUv  £o  keen,  that  very 
few  have  magnanimity  fiiificient  for  thi 
prafUce  of  a  duty,  which,  above  moft 


others,  expofeS  it's  votaries  to  hardAiips 
and  perfeciition ;  yet  friendship  without 
it  is  of  very  little  value,  fince  the  great 
u(e  of  fo  clofe  an  intimacy  is  that  our 
virtues  may  be  guarded  and  encouraged, 
and  our  vices  repi-efled  in  their  firft  ap- 
pearance by  timely  dete^ion  and  falu- 
tary  remonftrances. 

It  is  decreed  by  Providence,  that  no- 
thing truly  valuable  fliall  be  obtained  ia 
ourprelcnt  ftate,  but  with  difficulty  and 
danger.  He  that  hopes  for  that  advan- 
tage which  is  to  be  gained  from'  unre- 
(h'ained  communication,  muft  fometime» 
hazard,  by  unpleafing  tiiiths,  that  friend- 
ihip  which  he  ai'pues  to  merit.  The 
chief  rule  to  be  oblerved  in  the  exercife  of 
this  dangerous  office,  is  to  preferve  it 
pure  from  all  mixtui*e  of  intereft  or  va*. 
hityj  to  forbear  admonition  or  reproof^ 
when  our  confciences  tell  us  that  they 
are  incited,  not  by  the  hopes  of  reform- 
ing faults,  but  the  defu;e  of  fhewing  our 
dilcemment,  or  gratifying  our  own  pride 
by  the  mortification  of  another.  It  is 
not  indeed  certain  that  the  moft  refined 
caution  will  find  a  proper  time  for  bring- 
ing a  man  to  the  knowledge  of  his  own 
failings,  or  the  moft  zealous  benevolence 
reconcile  him  to  that  judgment  by  which 
they  are  detciSledj  but  he  who  endea- 
vours only  the  happinefs  of  him  whom 
he  reproves,  will  always  have  either  thp 
(atisfa£lion  of  obtaining  or  deferving 
kindnefs  j  if  lie  fucceeds,  he  benefits  hi« 
friend  j  and,  if  he  fails,  he  has  at  leaft  the 
confcioufnefs  that  he  fuffers  for  only  dq^ 
ing  well. 


N*'  XLI.     TUESDAY,  AUGUST  7,  1750, 


XQLLA  RECOKOANTI  LITX  EST  IMGRATA  GSAVI8QVX, 
^'VLLA  rvn  CWJUS   NON   MEMINISSE  VELIT. 

^mpliat  jbtatis  stativm  sibx  vik  bonus,  hoc  1st 
vivere  bii,  vita  posse  prioiys  prui. 

Mabt. 

1«0  nat*8  remembbance  shall  the  good  regret, 
vok  wijm  one  bitter  moment  to  forget  : 
they  stbztcb  the  limits  op  tb18  narrow  spam  $ 
anc,  by  ehjoting,  live  past  life  again. 


SO  few  of  the  hours  of  life  arc  filled 
up  with  objc«!ls  adequate  to  the  mind 
fif  man,  and  £0  frequently  are  we  in 
'fant  of  pncfent  pleafure  or  employment, 
tlttt  we  are  forced  to  have  recourfe  every 
moment  to  the  paft  and  future  for  fup- 
ptimetttal  ^tisfa^Uons,  tod  reTiev^the 


F*  Lewis. 

vacuities  of  our  being  by  recollefUon 
of  former  pafTuges,  or  anticipation  of 
events  to  come. 

I  cannot  but  confidcr  this  necefliry  of 
ieaiching  on  every  fide  for  matter  on 
which  theatten^on  may  be  employed,  a» 
a  ftrong  proof  of  the  fuperior  and  celef- 
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tiarnatnrc oCtht  foulof  man..  Wc  have 
no  reafun  to  belltvc  tliat  other,  creatures 
have  higher  faculties,  or  niooe  cxtenfivc 
capacities,  than  the  preferva/ifm  of  them- 
fclvcs,  or  their  fpecies,  requh-cs  i  they 
fecm  always  tg^ he  fully- eHjploycd,  or.  to 
br  complttely  at  cafe  without  aoploy- 
ment,  to  fed  few  inielle^liial  miferies  or 
plealures^  and  to  have  no  exuberance  of 
uncterftamfiDg  to  lay  out  upon  cuciotlty 
«r  caprkf  ^but  to  have  their  mind«  cxa£l- 
iy  adapted  to  their  bodies,  with  few  other 
ilcd»  than  fuch  as  corpor<tr  gain  or  plesr 
fure  imprefs  upon  them.. 

Of  menior}',  which  mnl;^  fo  large  a 
][>art  of  the  excellence  ci'.  the  human  loul| 
and  which  has  Co  much  influence  uj^n 
ail  it*9  other  poxvei^,^  bvk  a.fmall  por- 
tion hasbt:en  alloctcitto  the  ammal.wodtL 
We  do  not  find  the  grief  with  which  the 
ttoms  lament  tlw  k>('s  of  their  young,  pro- 
voitionate  to  the  tendemd*  witK  which 
they  carets,  the  aiUdjiuty  with  which  they 
feed,  av  the  vthemenctt  wi;h  which,  they 
flefvnd  them^  Theiu  regard  for  their  on- 
Ipring,  when  it  is  before  their  cyeSj  is 
Bot,'  m  appearance^  k'fs>than  that  of  a 
human  parent;  biU  whew  it  is  taicn 
sway,  it  is  very  fibon  forgotten,  and  af- 
ter a  flton  ablence,  if  brought  aguin, 
wholly  dilre^rardeit. 

That  they  h;ive  very  little  remcm-  * 
France  of  any  thine  once  out  of  the  reach 
•f  their  fcDfes,  and  icarce  any  power  of 
<onrrpaiin|;;the  preleol  with  tie  palt,  and 
regulating  their  concktfions  from  ex^>eri- 
c«rce>  may  be  gathered  from  this,,  that 
their  inte^lefls  are  prwluced  in  their  full 
perfection .  TIk  l*pa  rrow  t  hat  was  hatch  - 
ed  lali  fpring  makes  her  fiiit  ne(l,  the  en- 
fuing  feaibn,  of  the  fame-  matorials,  and 
with  tlie  iame  art,  as  in  any  following 
year ;  ami  the  hen  condu8s  antl  fhelters 
her  firtt  brood  of  chickens  with  ail  the 
prwlence  tluit  ilie  ever  atta'uis. 

It  fus  been  alked  by  men  who  love  to 
pei-plex  any  thing  that  is  plain  to  com- 
mon umteHlandine^,  hoxv  reafen  dilFers 
from  mrtimS'}  and  Prior  has  with  no  great 
propriety  macle  Suibnion  himielf  declare, 
ttwt  to  diitinguilh  thnn  is  tttfjool*/  igna- 
rana,  ontf  ibg  ptiianfs  prUe.  To  give 
an  accurate  acfwcr  to  aqueftion  of  which 
the  termft  arc  not  completely  underiiood, 
is  impoiuble  ;  we  do  not  know  \s\  wlut 
either  reafoniwinltinft  confiftraiulthtre- 
forc  cannot  tell  with  examine!  i  how  they 
differ :  but  fua-ly  he  that  con  rmpbtes  ^ 
ihip  and  a  bird's  neit  will  n  >t  be  loajj 
>vithout  £indit^  out^  that  tT\<  Idea  of  the 


one  was  impreflfed  at  once,. and  continue 
ed  through  all  the  progrcHiTe  defcentt^ 
the  fpecics,  without  vai'iation  or  improve-- 
ment ;  and  that  tlie  other  is  tlie  refult  o£ 
experiments  compared  with  expfmments, 
has  grown,  by  accumulated  obiervation». 
from  Ids  to  greater  excellence,  and  ex- 
hibit^ tlve  CDUe^llve  knowledge  of  diffc-. 
cent  agc^.  ahJ.iKarious  profefliont. 

Mirtnory^  is  the  nj^rv^yor.  of,  reaCI^ 
the  power  which  |thicea.thofc  images  be^ 
fbre  the  mind  upon,  which  the  judgment 
is  to  b«.  ocerciieil,  and  wluch  treofures. 
uplhedeterminaticMis  that  are  once  palled^ 
as  the  mks  of  future  a£lion,  or  grounds, 
of  fubiequent  conclufions. 

It  is,  imleed,  the  faculty  of  itmem^ 
brance^,  which  may  be  faid  to  place  u» 
in  the  clar;ii^  of  nmraiagents .  If  we  went 
to  a6l  only  in  confirqueno?  of  fpnie  im- 
mediate impulle,'and  receive  n^dire^ioa 
fi'om  internal  motiyesofjchoice^  we.fhooU 
be  pu/hed  forward  by.  an  invincible  fa^^ 
tality^  without  power  or  realbn  for  tho 
inofi  part  to  pcetepooe. thing  to  another  \, 
became  we  could  mai»  no  compariibi^ 
but  of  obje^s  which  uugfat  both^^^nr 
to  be  preient. 

We  owewmemoRy  not  only  the  in- 
crealc  of  oMr  knowkxlgef  and  our  pro- 
grcfs  in  rational  enquiries,  but  many 
other  intelle£lual  pkafuiTS.  Indeed,  al-^ 
moft  all  that  we  can  be  faid  to  enjoy  is 
paft  or  future  \  the  prefent  is  in  pcrpen 
tual  motion,  leaves  us  as  <bon  as  it  ar- 
rives, ccafes  to  be  prefent  before  it'sju-e-^ 
fence  b  wcllperceived,  and  is  only  know.^ 
to  have  exitfed  bv  the  eifefts  which  it 
leaves  behind .  T*lie  greateft  part  of  our 
ideas  arifes^  therefore,  fhmi  the  view  be- 
fore OF  behind  ns  $  and  we  are  happy  or 
miferable,.  according  a &i  we  are  aifeaed; 
by  the  funrey  of  our  life,  or-  oui*  pro- 
fpe^  of  future  exiltence. 

With  regard  to  fiiturity,  when  events, 
are  at  fiich  a  dilbnce  from  us,  that  we 
cannot  take  the  whole  concatenation  into 
our  view,  we  have  ^nerally  power  enough 
over  our  imagitiation  to  turn  it  tipon  pleaf** 
ing  fcenes,  and  can  promise  ourielves 
rich*s>  honours,  aiid  defiglirs)  without 
intermingling  thofe  vexations  and  anxie- 
ties with  which  all  human  enjoymenti 
are  polluted.  If  fear  breaks  in  on  one 
fide^  and  alavins  us  with  dangers  and 
difap)x>intments,  we  can  call  in  hope  on  i 
the  other,  to  folace  us  with  rewanJs,  anc}..-- 
efca{>i^^,  aiul  vi6\orits;  lb  that  we  are 
ieldom  wlthov^  means  of  palli^tiog  re<« 
mote  CYils,aiul  can  ge^er^U^  footlieour- 
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jM^^es  to  tranqulinty ,  whenever  any  trou- 
Bklhme  prefag^  happens  to  attack  us. 

It  it^therctbrct  I  betieve,  much  more 
.eomoiGn  for  the  foUury  and  thoughtful 
to  anuire  themieives  with  Ichemcs  ot  the 
futurci  than  reviews  of  the  paft.  For 
the  future  is  pliant  and  du^Ue,  and  will 
1%  caiily  moulded  by  a  (htmg  bncv  int^ 
any  form.  -  But  the  images  which  me- 
mory presents  are  of  i  itubbom  and  un- 
UMDle  nature;  the  objefts  of  renicmi 
braace  have  already  cxifted^  ind  left  tjieir 
iignature  behind  them  impref^  upon  the 
Aindt  (b  ai  to  defy  ill  attempts  of  ra^ 
Ifareorofrhange*, 

As  the  Citisra^tons,  therefore,  arifmg 
fr?m  memory  are  Icfs  arbitrary^  \hcy  are 
moreffblid;  and  are,  indeed,  the  only 
joys  which  we  can  call  our  own.  What- 
ncr  we  have  once  fcpofited,  as  Dryden 
txprdTes  it*  in  tbrf acred  treafure  ^'ihe 
ft^^  h  out  of  the  reach  df  IccideCt,  or 
viilaice,  hor  can  be  loft  either  by  our 
tjwn  weakncfe,  or  another^s  malice  i 

-  ■     »NhM  ttmtft  iMMh  ^ 

^mUfmpti  ifemei  bfta  vaau  ■ 

.  Be  fair  or  tbftl,-ac  rain  or  fhine. 
The  joys  I  have  poffcfi'dinfpite'of  fite 
Jte  rnlhe. 
Hotheuv'n  ittHf  ap6n  the  paft  ba^  povp'r^ 
'  But  wfaac  has  been  has  been>  and  I  hate 
\tUmff  iftour^ 

.Thnt  is  certait^y  ndgrea^  kappineft 
^1011  to  be  sMe  to  iook.  back  00  a  life 
ii(efiilly  a|Kl  virtuoufly  empioyedi  to 
trace  ow  owa  progre^  in  exiAciicc,  by 
iuch  tokens  aft  excite  ndther  ibame  nor 
iofnm,  lMk\  in  #hich  )k>thinff  has  been 
<)one  or  foffered  td  diitittguim  oiie  day 
&o«aiMXhcr,  ii  to  him  that  hasf>alK^ 
4t,  at  if  it  Jaiad  never  bcen«  except  that 
he  ii  conlciouf  how  ill  he  haa  hulbaiiiied 
thcereat.  depoiit  of  his  Cmntor.  Lift) 
nuei&aiiorable.by  crinMt)  and  diver- 
fififld  through  it*s  leveral  periods  bv 
?trickedne0,  it  iildecd  caiiily  reviewed, 
bvt  fcvicwtd  only  with  horror  aid  rc- 
morie. 

The  great  confideratioii  which  ou^ 
to  inihience  Tit  in  the  tile  df  the  prelent 
fti  is  to  arijt  from  the  cfTc^iwhi^i 


as  Well  or  ill  applied,  it  muft  have  upon 
the  time  to  come ;  ^  though  it*t  afluai 
cxiftencc  be  inconceiwbiy  ftort,  yet  it** 
tfk^\  vtxt  \uilimited  \  and  there  is  ndt 
the  ImatM  j^t  of  t&ne*btit  may  ex- 
tend It's  cooiequencet,  eithp"  to  our  hurt 
or  our  advantage,  through  all  eternity 
and  give  us  r^ifim  io  reiA^fAber  it  fof 
ev^r,  with  aAgui^  or  exultation; 

The  time  of  life  in  which  nienibry 
feems  particularly  to  claim  ^rtcfomtnahce 
over  the  other  faculties  of  the  miiid.  ii 
our  declining  age.  It  ha^  been  remaixfd 
by  former  writer*,  that  old  men  are  ^- 
ncrally  narrative,  aiul  fall  eafily  into  rfc*. 
citals  of  paft  trania^iont,  and  accounti 
of  pcrfdns  knoy«ii  to  them  in  their  youth. 
When  we  approach  the  verge  of  the  graven 
it  is  more  eminently  true— i 

f^t^Tummit  hevii  ^em  no*  wetat  inclffJre 
fongam, 

Life's  (pan  forbUs  thet  to  extend  \hf  cares* 
Aod  ftretch  thy  hopes  bcyood  thj-  years. 
Caxicu; 

We  have  lio  longer  any  poflibillty  of  grrat 
viciflltudes  in  oUr  flvour  J  the  change* 
which  aie  to  happen  iii  tlieworld  will  come 
too  We  for  our  accommodation;  axklthoir 
who  have  no  hope  beCor'e  theul,  and  to 
virhoTtl  their  pre^m  ftate  is  painful  9fid  irk^ 
fonie,  mufto^flecegflity  tuitithc^  though^ 
back  |to  tfv  what  retro^A  wiil  aftbrdl 
It  oVght,  therefore,  to  be  the  carcof  tholi? 
^vho  vf'kfh  to  nftft  the  laft  hours  with  corn- 
fun,  to  hy  iL  fnch  a  trealure  of  pleal*^"" 
iii^  ideas>  as  mall  fiipport  the  ei^penceii 
ofthat  time,  which  is  po  depend  w)wUy 
upon  the  fund  alreaHly  acquuxHl. 

FiMimMmMnerrtuMt  miferifjue  viatica  cHifit^ 

Seek  here,  y'cyoting,  the  anchor  of  your  mind{ 
Here,  fueling .  gCj  a  blefsMjprovifion  find. 

In  yottth{  hdwefiei'unHappy',  we  foltiee 
ourlelVct  with  the  hope  of  better  fortune ; 
and  bowiprcr  vVions,  appeaie  our  con- 
fctcnces  with  intcMions  of  repentfttic^p  | 
but  the  thne  come«  at  laft  in  which  iifii 
has  no  naore  to  promiie,  in  which  hap* 
pinefs  can  be  dra^n  only  from  rccolltc- 
tion,  and  virtue  will  be  all  thatt  vtc  c^n 
r»coUeft  with  plcalUrc. 


N  K«  JtLn. 
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HOiW  NSAVI^T  MT    "tlfit    HivotVES    A'&0N6«> 


TO   THE  HAMBLER. 

^  Am  no  great  admirer  0f  grave  writ- 
X  infes,  and  therefor^  v«ry  fi^c^ently 
lay' yoiir  papers  afide  beforo  T  li'ave  read 
them  through  $  yet  I  caniiot  but  confvCj 
that,  by  (low  degretjs,  you  have  railed 
my  opinion  of  your  andtrlbinding,  and 
that,  though  1  believe  it  will  be  long 
before  I  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  regaid 
ybu  vi'itfi  much  kimlnefs,  you  have, 
however,  more  of  my  efteem  than  thole 
wh'«rti  I  iMntittm^tf^ke  lAippy  with  opR. 
poftunitiet  to  fift  my-  tel-'pot,  or  pick 
up  my  flui.  I  fhatl  therefore  chufe  you 
ior  the  confident  of  my  difthrfles,  and 
tlk  youi*  c6uh((^FwitA  regard  to  the  meaAs 
of  conft)uerinsr  or  cicapmg'th^my  thou^ 
I  rttver  expect  fi^om  you  any  of  that  fott^ 
nets  and  pliancy/  which  conft^utts  the 
pcrteiVion  of  rrcdrnpankin  for  tlic  hdies*. 
tt,  in  the  piact  where  t  now  am,  I  have 
Tecttutie  ^  the  maiHrf  f(X^  prwcftion, 
fhough  f  ha'fe  ab  iiitefttidn'  of  making 
httA  a  Up^og.- 

Mymaiinna  it  a^trfihic"  lady,  who 
tiav -more  nnmerouf  and  mot€  frequent 
:ii]omK{ie9  at,  her  houle  than  aity  other 

rri^i  m  th*  ivttnc  qAnrter  of  the  towiif. 
was  bV^d  irom  ray  raflieft  it/hncy  7n 
a  perpetual  tumuU  of  pkafujff,  and  re- 
mombttr  io  teiVe  heafd  of  H^tk  ete;  tfak-fti 
mefTagcs,  vifits,  pliy-bout'es,  and  balls  $ 
of  the  awltvfardnefs  ^  olic  w&man/ an'd 
the  c«qufefr>*  6f  arioth^f  j  the  charming 
convenience  of  ibme  riung  fafhion,  tht 
<il^kuky  of  placing  a  new  g:Anir»  tht' in- 
cidents of  a  maiq^^entde;  and  the  di^es 
of  a  court-nights  I  knew  beforo  I  was 
ton  vears  old'all  the.rule»  of  paying  and 
itcciving  vhits,  and  t6  bow  much  civi- 
lity tvci  y  one  of  iqy  acquaintance  was 
entitle  i  ^  and  was  dhh  to  return,  with 
the  proper  degree  of  refcrve  or  of  viva-* 
city,  the  ftated  and  eltabbihcd  anfwer  to^ 
evciy  compliment ;  fo  that  I  wat  very 
foon  celebrated  as  a  wit  and  a  beauty, 
and  had  heard  before  1  was  thirttta  all 
that  h  ever  faid  to  a  young  lady.      My 


•  3£«r»xNiToir«  . 

fnother  wa&  genierous  to  fo  uncommon  # 
deg|rte  as  to-bepleafedlwith  my  advance 
into^  life,  and  allowed  me^  witlu^ut  env^ 
or  reproof,  to  enjoy  the  Rune  hap^ineiit 
with  Herfelf;  though  rooit  vnMlnen  aliout 
her  own  age  were  very  angiy  to  lee  young 
girh  So  forward,  and  many  fine  gchd^ 
men  to|d  her  how  crueli,i(t  was  to  throw 
nVw  elioins  upon  mankind^  and  to  ty- 
rannhe  over  them  at  tit  iaitoo  timd  wit&' 
her  o^it  charms  ahd  tbbledfho^daughr 
tcr. 

I  have  now  lived  two  and  twenty  year»> 
and  ha^  ^fkd  of  each  year  nini  nxmtl^ 
in  t^wn,  and  three  at  Richmond )  io 
that  my  time  has  been  (pent  uoifonnly 
in  tl^o  iamc  company,  and  tM.iatne 
amufemci^tsy  «x«e^t  a^  faibion/  has  m- 
troduced^  new  div^-fions,  or  th^  involu- 
tions of  the  gay  world  have  afF^vd  t^^ 
i'uccefli6n8  5*  wits  and  beaus.  How- 
ever, frty  mother  is  fo  good  an  econo- 
roilt  of  pleaAire,  tbat  I  have  no  fpar«» 
houi'^  upon  my  hands  j  for'ererr  roam- 
ing brings  feme  new  appointment,  and 
.ev»ry  ni^ht  is  hurried  away  by  the  necef- 
lity  of  mnking  our  appearance  at  di^e* 
rtnt  places,  and  of  beinjg  i^th  one  idf 
at  the  opei-a,  arid  with  anbtMrf  af  f» 
caj\l-table. 

'  When  the  tirtfc  came  ^f  (evfifmg  o^' 
fcheme  of  ftlicity  kit  the,  fommrtr/ > 
was  deMrAmied  that  I  ihoukl  paf  a  riw 
td  a  ri«h  aunt  in  ^  r&Hwti;  c6unty.'  A4 
you  know  the  chief  convWitJott  *f  *•* 
tea-tables,  in  the  ff  rin^r,  arflcs"  from  t 
CQ^^miunicatton  of  the  manner  in  \^clr 
tittHi  is  to  be  phfled  till  winter,  it  was  ti 
great  relief  xm  the  ban-ennel's  ^  twir  to- 
picks,  to  It  late  the  pltal'xiix^  that  wwe  t^ 
ftorefwraej  to  delri^ibem^-  «»fltVfeat, 
witE?  the  pik  and  gardes^  the'  ^'"JT 
ing  walks,  and  beautiful  watei-tails  ™ 
every  one  told  me  how  rtnidV  Ihc  tiiviwl 
me,  and  wlwt  latisfadioH  iHe  iud  omk 
ciyo\cd  Ik  a  fitt^atidn  of  the  fame  kiod'^ 

As  Nve  arc  all  cr^lulmis  jn'cur  own 
favour,  and  willvngto  im;tgi"«  It^J^^  la- 
tent latiifa^tion  in  any  thin*;  which  wc 
jiave  not  « xp.n-itnccJ,'  I  will  coiitcf*  ^® 
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yrmf  wHhoutfrdlfi^  that  I  hac^  fuf-. 
Irrcd  1117  head  to  be  nlkd  with  ex^- 
0tioiis  of  foine  nainelels'  pWafure  in  a 
niral  life,  and  that  I  hoped  for  the  hap- 
py hour  that  ihouki  let  me  free  mm 
mkf  and  flutter,  and  ceremony,  At" 
m&  me  to  the  pt:accful  (hade,  and  hi41 
mt  in  CQQtent  aild  tranqurlUty .  To  fo- 
heeniyfelf  under  the  mifery  of  delay,  I 
fcmetiiue»  heard  a  ftudious  lady  of  my 
KQuaintance  read  paftorais.  I  was  de- 
tigptcd  wk|}  Cctrc^  any  talk  but^of  leav- 
xof  the  town,  and  never  w^t  to  bed 
Without  dreaming  of  groves^  and  <mea- 
4io«rt,.and  fri(king  hunb&« 

At  length  I  had  all  my  clothes  in  a 
tnink,  md  faw  the  coach  at  the  doojr  3 
I  fpruae  in  withediacy,  quarrelled  wuh 
By  fwud  for  being  too  lopg  in  taking 
h^  of  the  other  fervants,  and  rejoiced 
as  the  ground  |;rew  UCs  wlpchia^  between 
me  and  the  com^ttUhtof  my  wifhes.  A 
few  days  brought  njTe  to  a  large  old  hc^ule, 
acompailed  on  three  iides  with  woody 
hois,  and  looking  ironi  ihe  front  ofi  ^ 
«Btlc  river,  the  fight  ^  wtfrch  renewed 
|Q  my  expt6tatWs  of  pleafure^  and  ^ve 
me  fome  regret  for  having  liv^  fo  Jong 
vithcAit  the  enjoyment  w^ich  xhcfe'  de- 
Jightft}}  icenes  wcre^ow  to-a^rd  me. 
Mjr  aunt  pamc  put  to  irrceiye  me,  by t  in 
a  dre£i  fo>far  reinove4  ^roi|i  the  prpfcnt 
fifliiony  that  I  couki  fcarcely  look  upon 
ter  without  laughter,  which  would  hWe 
t»ecB  no  kind  requital  for  the  trout^e 
flie  had  taken  to  make  ha'felf  (ine  againft 
vff  arrrval.  TlijsnigAtandthe  next  mpm- 
log  were  driven  akmg  Vfith.  enquiries 
^boiit  q|sr  family ;  my  aunt  then  ex- 
gained  our  {^^Jigree,  and  totd  ^c  Tories 
«f  my  nreat-grand^ther's  braycf^  in 
the  civiTwars,  nor  wa6  it  lefs  than  three 
cbys  be^re  I  could  perfume  h^*  to  leave 
jnetomy&;lf. 

At  laft  ecoqon^y  preyuled ;  ihe  went 
ifi  ih$  ufual  luaoner  ^about  her  own  af- 
hxrtf  and  I  was  at  liberty  to  range  Iq 
t|ie  wildemefs,  and  fit  bv  thie  caicade. 
The  aoveltV  of  the  obj££(t  about  me 
i>leafedme  for  »while«  but  after  a  few 
tfaiystbey  were  new  no  longer,  and  I  foon 
Vk">^  to  perceive  that' thi;  country  was 
ijpt  myeleo|pit)  tijatihades  a|id;.f|owert^ 
^pA  lawiM  aqd  ijraters,  had  very  ioon  ex- 
witcd  all  their  power  of  jileafmg,  and 
»at  1  had  not  in  roylelf  any  fund  of  Ci- 
t^£i^on  with  which  I  could  iupply  the 
]^  of  mycuftoroary  amufements. 

^unhappily  told  my  au^t.  ia  the  £rft 


warmth  of  our  embraces,  that  I  had 
leave  to  ftay  with  her  ten  week-t*  Six 
only  are  yet  gorte ;  and  how  (hall  I  live 
through  the  remaining  four  ?  I  go  out 
and  return^  I  piuck  a  flower,  and  throw 
It  dway-j  I  catch  an  infcf^,  and  when  I. 
have  exammed  it's  colours,  let  it  at  liber- 
ty j  IflingapcMe  into  the  water,  and 
fee  one  circle  ipreod  after  another.  When 
it  chance^  to  rain,  I  walk  in  the  great 
hall,  and  watch  the  minute-hand  upon 
the  dial,  or  plav  with  ■a4itter  of  kittens, 
which  the  cat  happens  to  have  broughc 
in  a  lucky  time. 

My  au« {%  aftaiA  T  fhafl  grow  melan- 
choly} and  therefore  encouj-agcs  the 
iicighbou'riijEjgmtry  to  vlfit  us.  They 
eainc  nt  firttwith  gaat  eagcrnefs  to  lee 
the  fine  jady  from  Lomlon  t  but  when 
we  mej,  v<e  had  ijq  cpmmon  topick  tm 
vvhich  We  couJd  fonvcf fc  j  they  had  lio 
curibfity  after  plays,  o^-as,  or  nuiticl^ 
and  I  £nd  as  Ijttle  fatishi^icm  from  their 
account^  ><(f  th^  qHarcfclr  or  alliances  of 
families,  wl^oib  iiames^  whtn  once  I  can 
elcaj^'l  ihail  never  h«:ai*.  The  women 
haye  noyifiiieii  me.;  know'how  my  gown 
is  made«  aod  ar^  jratis6e4 ; ,  the  men  are 
generally  atraid  6f  me,  and  fay  little, 
becaule  they  think  themrdv^s  not  at  li- 
l^erty  to  t^Uk  ru4cjy. 

Thus  am  1  copdemoed  to  iblitude ) 
the  day  ^(wcs  ilow}y  forward,  and  I 
{^c  the  dawn  with  uD^fincl's,  liecaulc  I 
<;onrKier  that  night  i«  at  a  great  diftaoce. 
I  hue  tried  to  ileep  hv  a  brook,  but 
find  it^s  munm^rs  inritedu^ ;  io  that 
I  am  forced  to  h^  awake,  ^t  lealt  twdve 
l^upf,  ^^fftho^t  ^fits,  without  cards 
witlio^t  iavghter,  and  without  flattery. 
I  walk  becaule  I  am  dilgulted  with  fit- 
ting ilillf.and  fit  down  becauic  I  am 
weary  wjtji  walj^ing.  I  have  no  motive 
to^^iouj  nor  any  objeft'of  love,  or  hate, 
0/  fear,'  or  lnclin;;tiyn.  I  cannot  dr^fs 
v/iti  rpirit,  for  )[  nave^neithei^Vival  nor 
admirer.  I  cannot  dunce  without  a  part- 
ner j  nor  be  kiml,  or  crycl,  wiihout  a 
lover.  *  '  •  * 
"  *Such  is  the  life  of  Euphelli,  and  fuch 
it  i«  Ikkely  to  coi^tinue  tor  a  inonthr  to 
come.^  '*  I  haye  nibt  yet  declared  a^inf^ 
exiftenpe.  nor  culjeil  upon  the  destinies  t» 
cut  my  tQire^id}  but  I  have  fiocerely  re- 
folved  not  to  condemn  myfelf  to  fuch 
anbthcr  furnmer,'  n<ir  tool\aflily  to  flat- 
ter myfelf  with  happineft.  Yet  I  have 
heard,  Mr.  Rambler,  of  thofe  who  ne« 
vtr  thought  them f elves  lb  much  at  «af<r 

^  I       n  I  *^^ 
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us  in  feUtud^f  to^  cinnot  but'AifiicA  it 
to  be  fome  way  or  other  my  own  fauk, 
thaty  without  great  pain,  cither  of  minj 
or  body,  I  am  thut  w^ary  of  mylelf : 
that  the  cyirroBt  of  ^ronth  Hagnatvrs,  and 
that  \  am  langiiiihmg  in  a  dead  caUpi 
for  want  of  fome  external  impnlfe.  I 
fhall  therefore  think  yoH  a  benefaftcgf  to 
o\ir  fex,  if  yoa  wiU  teach  me  the  art  of 


ItTin^  alone  (  for  I  tfoxonfident  tk^it  ^ 
thouland  and  a  thoufand  and  a  thoulaod 
ladicit,  who  attcd  to  talk  with  ccftacieii 
of  the  pleafures  of  the  coontry,  are  in 
mlity,  like  me,  longing  f«"  mc  wim^, 
and  wi(hing  to  be  delivptd  from  thciD<^ 
fcfve^  by  comnany  and  diverfion. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

EuruELU^ 


N9  ymi.  TUESDAY,  AUQU5T  u»  US<»- 


f tVMlNK  f fartTVO  TOMRl^Nt  lOLCT  ACKIVS  t«l, 

tZV  TAMSN  HMC  mnav^l   EtT,    ILLA   ^SHKtlKl*  A^VA. 

IN  COVR$t  IMr^XUOVt  SOON  THf  TOKRENT  PRIES, 

THE  BROOK  A  CONITAVT  rSACE|-VL   ITREAM   (VPrLlEI. 


Ovid. 


IT  is  obfervcdbv thofe  whoh:^Yf  writ- 
ten on  th?  conftitution  of  tht*  human 
body,  aiyl  the  original  of  thofc  difcales 
by  which  it  it  afflifled,  that  evtry  man 
comes  inttrthc  wor{d  morbid,  that  there 
it  no  tcmperatnve  fo  exaftly  regulated 
fcut  that  fome  humour  is  fatally  oroio- 
sninant,  and  thaf  ^«e  are  gentrrally  im- 
T^recnated,  in  <ntr  firft  enti-ancc  upon  life, 
with  the  leedt  of  that  malady,  which,  in 
•time,  (hall  bring  us  to  the  grave. 

Thit  remark  has  been  extendeil  by 
others  ta  the  intelle^al  faculties^  5ome 
that  imagine  themielves  to  have  looked 
with  more  than  common  penetration  in- 
p>  humant  nature,  have  c^eavoured  to 
prrfuadf  us  that  each  man  i^  born  with 
a  mind  formed  peculiar  for  certain  p'.ir- 
^  pofcs,  and  with  d^fires  uni«|ter3bly  de- 
termined to  pnrtietolar  obje^s,  from 
which  the  attention  cannot  be  long  di- 
vertfd,  ami  which  alone,  as  they  arc  \vc\l 
or  ill  pur:\iinl,  mull  produce  the  ptaife 
or  bbmc.  the  happinefs  or  mifcr}*,  ol'his 
future  life. 

This  po/iti^  hn$  not,  indved,  been 
hitherto  \  pro\td  with  ftrengrh  proport 
tlonate  to  the  affuirance  with  which  it  has 
been  advanced,  and,  perhaps,  will  iif  vcr 
pain  much  prevalence  by  a  vlofe  exami- 
nation. 

It  the  doftrlne  of  innate  ideas  be  it» 
feif  difbtttable,  tficre  fccms  to  be  lifle 
hop«  of  eftabliftiing  an  opinion,  which 
/uppofct^  that  even  Complications  of  ideas 
hare  been  given  us  at  ourbirth,  and  that 
>vtf  aif  made  by  nature  ambitious,  pr  co- 
vcto**«»j  b^tore  we  know  ttic mianlng  of 
f  It-'r''  power  or  money. 

Yer  as  t-vrni-  f^cp  i!i  the  progrcfl^on  of 
fXii^^'KC  chmjjcs  our  p<(iiion  with  rc- 


f .  Lewis*. 

fytR  to  the  things  about  us,  fo  as  to  \tf 
u?  open  to  new  a((aults  and  ps^ticular 
dangers,  and  fubjcfts  us  to  ifaconveni- 
encts  from  which  any  other  fituation  is 
exempt  ^  as  a  pnblict  or  a  private  life^ 
youth  asid  age,  wealth  and  poverty,  have 
all  fome  evil  clofely  adherent,  which  can- 
not who^y  be  efcapcd  but  by  quitting 
the  ftate  to  which  it  is  annexecl,  and  fub- 
mittlng  to  the  incumbrances  of  fome 
other  condif^n ;  *(b  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  cvevy  difference  in  the  ftruftu^e  of 
the  mind  has  it'g  advan^ges  and  it'i 
wants  I  and  that  failures  anddefefVs  be- 
ing infepArable  from  humanity,  how- 
ever tlie  powers  of  underftandingl>e  ex- 
tended or  cont railed,  there  will  on  one 
fule  or  the  other  always  be  an  avenue  to, 
error  and  mifcarriagf . 

Thf  re  fecm  to  be  fome  fouls  fuited  to 
greaj,  ;md  others  to  little  employments ; 
fome  formed  to  foar  alcft,  and  take  in 
wide  views,  and  others  to  grovel  on  tht 
ground,  and  confine  their'  regaid  to  r 
narrow  fphere,  Of  thele  the  one  is  al 
wnyi;  in  danger  of  becoming  ufelds  by 
a  daring  nt-glii^nce,  the  other  by  a  fcrui 
ptilous  foIicittJltf ;  the  one  collcftsmany 
ideas,  but  confufed  and  ipdiftinft ;  the 
other  is  bn(iec<  in  minute  accuracy,  bti.t 
without  comp:;fs  and  without  dicnity. 

The  general  erroi'  of  thofe  who  pof- 
fcfs  powerful  and  elevated  underftand- 
iogs,  is,  that  they  form  fchemqs  of  too 
p^eat  extent,  and  flatter  thcmfelves  too- 
haftily  wi»Ii  fuccefs  j  they  feel  their  own 
force  tp  be  great,  and,  by  the  compla- 
cency  with  which  every  man  furvcys 
himklf,  imagine  it  ilill  greatt^r:  thtry* 
thvi-etore  lopk  out  for  undertakings  wor- 
thy of  tficir  abilities,  aud  cnfi?ige  in  them 
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mill  very  Uttle  pnecautioR,  fortiiey  ima- 
gine thaty  without  premeditated  mea- 
4ures>  th<;y  fliall  ftt  able  to  Hnd  expi^di- 
ci|tt  Id  ail  difficulties.  They  are  na- 
tufaOy  apt  to  condder  all  prudential 
maxims  as  below  tl^ir  regard,  to  treat 
witb  contempt  thoie  iecurittes  and  re* 
ibqrccs  whicn  others  know  themfelves 
obliged  to  provide,  and  difiiain  to  accqm* 
pliih  their  purpofes  by  eilabliihfcd  means, 
and  common  gradations.  •, 

'  precipitation  thus  incited  by  the  pride 
I9f  intellcflual  iupcriprity,  is  rery  fatal  to 
gfipat  deiigns.  The  rc^ution  of  the 
combat  is  Urldom  equal  to  the  vehemence 
of  the  chaige.  Ife  that  mee(s  with  an 
oppofition  which  he  did  notexpe^,  lofes 
hi*  courage.  The  violence  of  his  firft 
onift  is  fuccesded  by  a  laftin?  and  im- 
conqutrrablelani^uor;  mifcimagefi^es 
nim  fearfulofgivingway  to  new  hop^s^' 
and  the  contemplation  of  an  attempt,  ii| 
which  he  has  fallen  below  his  own  f:x- 
pe£lations,  is  painful  and  vexatious ;  he 
therefore  naturally  turns  his  attention  to 
mofe  pleafln^  obje£ls,  )nd  habituates  his 
iinagination  to  other  entertainments,  ti|l, 
'  bf  flow  decrees,  he  quits  his  iirft  pur- 
ftlic,  pad  (ufiers  Ibme  other  project  to 
taJLC  poffeinon  of  his  thoughts^  in  which 
the  ume  ardour  of  mind  promifes*  him 
again  certain  fuccefs,  and  which  difap. 
pointments  of  the  fame  kiad  compel  him 
to  abandon. 

Thus  too  mueh  vigour  in  the  beginning 
pf  an  undertaking,  ofteh  intercepts  and 
prevents  the  {badtnefs  and  perfevtrance 
alwaysneceilary  in  the  copduA  of  a  com- 
plicated fcheme,  where  many  intercfts 
are  to  be  connected,  many  movements 
to  be  adjuihd,  and«tlK  join^  effort  of  dif-- 
tin^  and  independent  powers  to  be  di- 
rpoed  to  a  6ngle  point*  'In  all  import • 
ant  c%^ent8  which  have  been  fuddenly. 
hfiMi^t  to  pafs,  chance  h;^  been  the 
^^t  rarh^  thanreaibn;  and,  therefore, 
Ifowever  tHole  %vho  fremcd  to  prcfide  i^ 
the  traDfailion  mav  hams  been  oclcbiat- 
pd  by  fbch  as  loved  or  iearfcd  them,  fuc- 
needing  times  have  commonly  confidered* 
them  as  fortunate  rather  than  pmdent.* 
i,Yerr  deiign  in  which  the  connexion  is 
Kguurly  traced  from  the  lirft  motion  to 
the  kft,  n»^  he  formed  and  executed  by 
cals)  inti>!pidity,  and  requires  not'  only 
cBurage  which  oai^r  could  turn  afide, 
hut  conftaAcy  which  fatigues  cannot 
weary,  and  eontrivanoe  which  iinpedr- 
ments  cannot  exllatlll. 
All  the  goformaaceS  of  human  art, 


at  which  we  look  with praiie  or  wonder, 
are  inibnces  of  the  ivGltlels  force  of  per- 
feverance  x  ic  is  by  this  that  the  quairy 
becomes  a  pyramid,   and  that  diiUnt  \ 
countries  are  united  with  canals*    If  a    \ 
man  was  to  compare  th^  eife£t  of  a  linglt;    \ 
ftrokeof  the  pick-ax,  or  of  one  impref-    ^ 

'  fion  of  the  Ipade,  with  the  general  dc- 
U^  and  laft  relult,  he  wou|d  be  over- 
whtlmed  by  the  fenfe  of  their  difpropor- 
tion ;  yet  tlwlc  petty  operations,  inccf- 
iimtly  continued,  in  time  funnount  the 
mated  difficulties,  and  mountains  arc 
levelled,  and  oceans  bounded,  by  the 
(lender  force  of  human  beings. 

It  is  therefore  of  the  utnioll  import- 
ance that  thole  who  have  any  intentioiy 
of  deviating  from  the  l)caten  roads  of 
lilt,  and  acquiring  a  reputation  fuperior 
to  names  hourly  l^<Tft  away  by  time 
amonjf  the  refute  of  time,  ihould  add 
to  their  r^afon,  and  their  fpirit,  the  pow- 
er of  periifting  in  their  purpofes;  ac- 
quire the  art  of  fapping  wliat  they  can- 
not better,  and  the  habit  of  vanquiffi- 
ing  obftinate  i*efiftancc  by  obltinate  at- 
tacks. 

The  ihident  who  would  build  his 
knowledgir  on  fblid  foundations,  ;*m! 
proce jd  hy  juft  degrees  to  the  pinnacles  of 
truth,  is  dire^ed  by  the  great  phiJoion. 

'  pher  of  Prance  to  begin  by  doubtini::  of 
his  own  exiitcnce.  In  like  manner,  who- 
ever would  complete  aqy  arduous  anc^       » 
intricate  enterpri^  ihould,  a9^1oon  as 
his  imagination  can  cool  after  the  /irtt' 
bla^e  of  hope,  phce  before  his  own  tryes 
every  poffibic  embaiTaHrnent  that  may 
retard  or  defeat  him.     Hertiouid  firft 
quelHon  the  prohabillt}'  of  lucctis,  and 
then  eiKleavour  to  removt  tUe  obie<5^ions 
that  he  has  i-ailed".     It  is  proper,  faymr 
old  ^fa^idlanl,  to  cxerrifir  yo%r  horJeoa\ 
the  more  inconvenient  fide  of  thi-  courii?^  1 
that  if  be  (hould,  in  the  race,  be  foiced  ^ 
upon  it,  he  may  not  he  difconrogcd }  and 
Horace  advifei  fais  poetical  f  rtetid  to  con  - 
fider  evtry  day  at  the.lalt  which  he  fhall 
enjoy,  hcamfc  that  wUl  always  giveplca- 
fure  which  vr^  Tcoeive  be^'ond  cur  hopes. 
If  wf  "alarm  ourii-lves  bcforehsnd  with 
more  difficulties  tlian  we  really  iind,  wo. 
fhall  be  animated  by  unexj^et^cd  facility 
with  double  Ipirit  5  and  it  we  find  oun 
cautions  aiid  feus  juttificd  by  the  confe- 
quencc,  tljerc  will  however  hapiien  no- 
thing agaiiifl:  which  provifion  has  not 
been  made,  no  fuddcn  (hock  will  be  re- 
ceived, noi  will  the  main  fcheme  be  dif- 
concertcd. 
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There  if,  imlcrd^  fym^  danger  lti\  he 
th^ttoo  fcrapuloufly  balinccs  probahili- 
iSes,  ami  toai>i'ripicaciourty  forefees  oh- 
^aclesi  (hould  remain  always  in  a  ftate 
^f  ina6Mon,  without  venturing  upon  at- 
tempts on  ^vhich  Ije  may  p^haps  fpend 
})Is  lahour  without  advantage.  Bufpre- 
vi^iia  defpomience;  is  not  the  fault  of 
fhofe  for  whom  this  eflay  is  defianed ; 
fney  who  require  to  be  warned  againft 
{precipitation,  'wiH  not  ktfitr  mcxc  fear 
fb  intntde  intothfir  fonteinplatkmj  than 
18  ncceflary  t<^  allav  the  efftrvdcence  of 
2MI  ag4tarei  fancy. '  As  Des  Cartes  has 
limllv  thewn  how  a  man  may  prof^  to 
fcimfuif  hi*  own  ejdiftence,  if  otKC  he  can 
^  prevailed  upofi  to  queiivn  it»  f^  the 
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ardent  and  adventuroun  ^unil  not  be  loiy 
without  finding  fome  plau'iSble  «^cmj», 
tion  of  the  grcateft  dffficuitics.  ^uch, 
indeed;  is  the  uncertainty  of  alt  homat 
affairs,  that  recuntyandderpairareequal 
Iblli^ ;  and  as  it  is  prefumptioa  and  ar-* 
roganee  to  anttcipote  triurophiy  it  i^ 
Aflreaknefsand  cowardice  to  prognofticite 
mifcarrii^es-  The  numbers  that  have 
Ueen  .llofiped  in  t\mr  eareerof  happinefs 
are  fufficient  to  Aew  the  uncertainty  at 
hmipn  ferdight ;  bpt  there  are  not  want- 
ing cpntrai^-  inftances  of  fudi  fuccefs 
oht;fined  againft  all  appearanceSi  as  nhy 
warraat  tH  boldeifl  flights  of  grnittf ,  if' 
they  are  fupportod  i>y  unAiaken  perfe^ 
verano^     f    *     *      . 


N«»XUV.  SATURPAY^  AUGUST  <8,  1750. 


"Ova;  iv  Atfc  in*  HoMrt. 

'V  ■  '■     '<■-     p«»AMf  pai|rz{i»  r|oM  j^t*. 
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TG   THE   HAMBLEft^t 

I  Had  lately  a  yery  remarkable  ^p:^mf 
which  made  fo  ftrong  v^  im|>reflion 
pn  me,  that  I  remember  it  every  word  j 
-and  if  yon  are  not  better  employed,  you' 
wHiy  read^he  reUtinn  of  it  af  follows. 

Mvthonght.Iwa|  in  tlic  midftof  avcry 
cptertalnitie  fet  of  company,  and"  ex- 
tremely delighted  iv  attendipg  to  a  lively 
converf^ition,  whem  pn  ^  fudklen  1  per- 
ceived one  of  the  moft  (liking  figurtt 
cmagUiAtion  cnn  frames  q^dvancmi  t4^^ 
wards  ||e.  She  p/m  drcik  in  blac^  her 
^in  was  contriAcd  ^tf^  a  thoul^id 
vrinklcs,  her  eyes  deep  fuiij^  in  her  hcjui* 
4nd  her  com|Jexion  p-^e  and  Jivid  as  thfc 
xrountenancc  of  dcath^  Htr  looks  were 
iJled  with  terror  and  unrdcatinj^  fevc- 
rityy  and  her  hands  armed  with  whips 
and  icormofis.  As  (ban  as  (he  c?«me 
net]*.  With  a^  horrid  frown*  ipd  t  v^c 
^t  chilled  my  very  bloody  the  hid  mfe 
follow  her.  I  obcyedy  and  ihc  led  me 
fjirough  mgj^ed  paths,  befet  with  blears 
2Qtl  thorns^  into  a  ileep  ibtitary  valley* 
Wherever  fhe  pniJed  the  fading  verdure 
withered  beneath  her  fttrps ;  her  peftilcn- 
ttal  breath  infe£^cd  the  air  with  malis- 
nant  vapours,  obicured  the  lu^  of  the 
{iixif  ana  involved  the  fail  face  of  hea- 
iwn  in  univerfal  j^Q^m.  Difmal  howl. 
jinp  rtfoanded  througl^  t\c  if^f  from 


fyery  baleful  t^ ;  the  night-rJi%'en.ut» 
tercd  his  dreadful  nt>te,  jind  the  profpe^ 
was  filled  with  defol^tion  and  honor. 
In  the  midft  of  this  t|itnieiidous  fcene 
mv  excctmble  guide  a^ichrdSQ^l  me  in  the 
fiJldwinij  manner ; 
5  Reture  withme,  O  raib  unthinking 

*  mortal,  from  the  vain  allurements  qt 

*  a  deceit^  worjdf  i^'kam  that  pita* 

*  fure  was  t^  ^rfigned  the  portion  of 

*  hiiman  life.    Man  was  bom  to  mouns. 

*  aad  to  be  wretched  j  this  is  the  con- 

*  dituMS  of  all  Helow  the  ftars,  and  who^ 
f  £yer  endeavours  to  opcofe  it,  afis  ii^ 
f  conti-adiv^ion  to  the  wtU  of  Heaven^ 

<  Fly  then  Irom  the  fatal  enchantment^ 

*  of  jrouth  aftd  focial  delight,  and  h^r^ 
f  conieq;ate  th^  foiitary  hours  iit  lainen^ 

*  tation  and  woe.  Miicry  %$  the  duty 
«  of  all  fnblunary  Vuigs,  and  every  cb- 

*  jo>Tncm  isanoftencctotheDeityiwh^ 
*•  js  to  be  Y^'i'^^P^  o"'y  ^  ^^  "**^" 

*  tiiication  of  every  fenle  rf  plwfwt 
.«  andthecverkifting^jftrrjjifcljfiighsaw 

<  tears.^ 

This  mel«nchq(y  pia^re  of  KfeljMJt^ 
funkmyfi^iriti^and  (eemed  tirfpnihrbte 
every  RVM^cif^lc  of  joywithiiime^  Ithre^wf 
njyfelt  beneath  a  blafteil  ^^^  where 
the  winds  hkw  coM  amt  difmal  round 
my  hAnAt  and  dreadful  nvpt^t^^^i""^.  > 
chilled  my  heart.  Here  I  refolved  ta 
lie  till  tlic  hand  of  Oeatli,  which  i  '^v 

iw«nt|y  ]nvoke4.  ftpuW  put  m  cftcU® 

tV 
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iHnmferks  oflliie  ibUtptorsibly  wretch- 
•J;  In  this  fad  fituutiorr  I  ipied  on  one 
kmdof  fii€\a  deep  muddv  river,  wboie 
heavy  waves  rolkdon  In  flow  fullen  mur- 
murs. Hei^  I  detennined  to  plunge, 
tndwas  juil  upon  the  briok,  when  I 
found  myTelf  fuddenly  drawn  back.  I 
turned  about,  and  wat  ItfnMriled  by  tlie 
%ht  of  ihe  lovelieft  oble£l  I  had  evbi'b»- 
beldi  The  moid  en^iiging  charms  of 
yoM^  and  beaut)-  appeartd  in  ail  her 
ioan^  «if\^nt  glories  fjyailLicd  in  her 
eyetf  2nd  &k  awful  Iplemloiirs  were 
loaned  by  the  gentkft  looks  of  conv 
paiium  and  peace.  ^  At  her  approach  the 
mglifui  fpt^et  who  had  before  tor- 
irkaabai'ttmf  vanifhed  away,  and  with  her 
atf  the  hofTors  ihe  had  caui«d«  The 
gkxiqiy  cknids  brighteoed  into  chcerftd 
iunfliine,  the  groves  mcovcred  their  ver- 
darc^  and  the  whole  regijff  tooked  gay 
and  blooaiing  as  the  gatden  of  £(l<i>.  1 
w^Atfjuite  tranfporrfid  at  this  unexpc^- 
•d^ange,  ssnd  reviving  ftfealbre  l)egan 
ivgistd  my  tho«{^ts,  when,  with  a  look 
•fiiiexprrdible  Iwcetnefs,  my  beaureous 
defiyefcr  thtrs  wttfied  hcT  divuM  inttnic- 
Cioo: 

<  My  naafe  is  KeKglon*  I  am  the 
'  olLpring  of  Truth  arid  Love,  and  the 
'  ku-^nt  oi  BenevoleoOr,  Hope,  and 
•  Joy*  that  frtonfter  fr*m  whole  fmyvcr 
'  IlKiTefittdy<ftiis  called  Supcrttttion ; 
'  Itie  is  the  dltld  of  Difc!bdtcnt„  and  her 
'  fdllowers  avt  l^far  and  borrow  ^  Thus 
'  iiScresk  as  wt  are,  flic  has  often  the 
'  Ifiiokncfk  to  afTuine  my  n^mc  and  cha* 
'  ncler^and  £;ducfrs  unhappy  mortals 
'  to  think  u>  die  (ame,  till  (h^  at  length 
'  drivci  them  \o  the  borders  of  pcipair» 
'  that  dreodM'  ^b^<^  into  which  you 

*  were  juit  going  to  firtk. 

'  LodlL  foimd  aifd  (hr^ey  tht  vatiftus 
'  beauties  of  the  glolie,  which  Heaven 
'  ha<  dctf ii*d  for  iMe  &at  ot  the  human 
'  lace,  and  confider  whether  a  world 
^  tlnf$  citq«^fitely  framed  coold  be  mtant 

*  for  the  abckle  <>f  mifcry  antf  fk\n.  For 
'  "fiat  end  las  the  laf ifh  hand  of  Ph)* 
'  titknee  di^Teicd  I'ndi  iiimnnerable  9b- 
'  k^t  of  delight,  but  that  alt  might  ft. 

*  joice  in  the  privilege  of  exiftcnce^  and 

*  be  riled  %ftth  gratitude  ttr  the  WrtdT- 
'  cent  Autiwf  pf  K  f  1%^  tdehjov  the 
'  bltifm^  ik%X  lent,  it  ¥ih(ki'  aitd 

*  MKdieilcc  ;  afii  torcjcA  ttw^tti  ittcrelV 
'  at  lifeline  of  aieafttre^  is  fiitiddelgnc^ 

*  rAAM,  orihnird  perverlenefs.  iniiniire 

*  fooihiefs  is  ttrt  fbiiw^  ti^"  creatctt  exift- 

*  «tcei  tbeyr^i^  tcsxUnc;  of  eveiy  rsr; 


tional  being,  from  the  UIghcd  onler  of 
raptured  feraphs,  to  the  mcaneit  rank 
ot  men,  is  to  rife  InceiTantly  from  lower 
degrees  of  happineis  to  higher.  They 
have  each  faculties  aificned  them  foe 
various  orders  of  delights.* 

•  What,'  cried  I,  *  is  this  the  lan- 
guage of  Religion  ?  Docs  (he  lead  her 
votaries  through  flowery  paths,  and 
bill  theuv  pafs  an  uniaborious  Hfe.^ 
Wbeie  arc  the  painfiil  toils  of  virtue^ 
the  inoitiHcatioiTsof  penitents,  the  fclf- 
denying  exercilcs  of  laint^^and  heioes  ?', 

•  The  true  ei^ycaents  of  a  rcaibii- 
able  being,'  anlwesed  Ihc  mildly,  ^'dr 
not  coniiit  in  unbovnded  indulgcnceyc 
or  luxsrious  eaft,  i»  the  tumult  oc 
paflion:*,  the  languor  of  indolence,  or 
the  flutter  of  li^t  amufements.  Yield- 
ing to  immoral  pleafHre  coniipts  the 
mindf  living  to  animal  an<l  trifling 
ones  dcbafcs  it  *,  both  in  their  degree 
diiqualify  it  lor  it*i;  genuine  good,  and 
comigiiit  over  to  wretchk^dnef^  Whdw 
cver  would  be  rcaUy  luppy  muft  make 
the  dilij^-nt  and  regulai'  cxerciit'  of  his 
i«iperi«r  powers  his  chief  attention> 
adoring  tiie  pcrfe^lions  of  his  Maker, 
expi^lfing  good-will  to  his  ^'llow- 
creatur^s,cultivating  inward  pe^titudcv. 
T»  his  lower  fciculties  he  niuit  allow 
fuchgratiflcati^iif  as  will,  by  refivfliing 
him>  invigorate  bis  noblei*  purfuits^. 
In  the  r*  gions  inhabited  by  angelic  na- 
tures, unmingkd  f..iicity  for  evw 
blooms,  joy  flows  there  with.,  a  pvT- 
petual  and  abumlant  Ibeam,  nor  nedis 
there  any  mound  to  check  it'»  couriik 
Beings  confcious  of  a  fi-amc  of  mi^d 
origmally  difeaftd,  as  all  the  human 
race  Kis  caufc  to  be,  muft  ufc  thw  re- 
gimen of  a  iri^Hr  f«lf-goi»emnjent. 
Whoever  has  been  giiiltv  of  voluntary 
excefles  muft  patiently  lubmit  both  tof 
tfee  uainful  workings,,  of  .niiturc,  and 
needful  fevcrities  of  medicine,  iu  or-* 
ier  to  bis  cure.  Still  he  is  intitU-d  to 
a  moderate  (hare  of  whatever  alk  viat- 
tttjt  accommodations  this>*faii-  manfion 
othjs mcfcifut  Parcat  afftrds,  conCiiij 
eittATsth  hi^  recovery.  '  And  iu  pro-r 
portion  as  this  rccof  ery  advances,  the 
liycliclt  joy  will  luring  fron¥  hi*  lecret* 
limit  ot  an  amttidol  ^nd  improving- 
heart.  So  f.u-  from  th^:  horrors  of  Ue-  . 
fpi!!*  h  thctxiWition  even  of  the  g^iiltv*. 
Shi(vlder,  floor  mc.rtal,  at  the  though|: 
of  the  gtiljyh  jTltu  which  thou  wa(t  bn* 
now  go'Jnaf  to  plunge.-  ' 

•  wfele  the  moil  fau*ti^  h'a^^e  ever  eny 
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*  couragem«nt  to  amend  J  the  more  in- 

*  noceht  Ibul  wf  1  be  fiipportai  with  (till 
'  Ivvtttcr  confolations  vmdrr  all  it's  cx- 

*  pericncc  of  human  infirmittes  j  f\ip- 
f  ported  by.tHe  gladdening  alfurancts 

*  that  eveiyfincerc  endeavour  to  outgrow' 

*  them,  (hall  be  aflifted,  accepted,  and 

*  rewaixled.    To  fuch;a  one,  the  love- 

*  lieft  felf.aballmciit'rs  but  a  deep-hid 

*  foundation  for  fne  moft  elevated  hopes; 
•*  fipce  they  who  faithfully  examine  and 

*  ackno\vledze  what  they  arc,  (ball  be 

*  enabled  under  my  conduft  to  become 

*  what  they  defme.    The  chrlftian  and 

*  the  hero  are  infeparablc ;  and  to  af- 

*  pirings  of  unaffumingtnift,  and  filial 

*  confidence,  are  fet  no  bounds  j     To 

*  him  who  is  animated  with  a  view  of 

*  obtain  ins(  approbation  fr6m  the  Sovel 

*  reign  of  the  univerfe,  no  difficulty  is 

*  jnfiinriotintable.     Secure  in  this  pur- 

*  fuit  of  every  needfiil  aid,  his  conflict 

*  with  the  fcvereit  pains  and  trials  is 

*  little  more  than  the  vigorous  esicrcifes 

*  of  a  mind  in  healths    His  patient  di.-- 

*  pehdence  on    that  providence  which 

*  looks  through  all  eternity,  his  .filent 

*  leii^jnaticrti,  his  ready  acconimddation 

*  of  his  thoughts  and  behaviour  to  k's 

*  infctiitable  ways,  is  at  once  the  moft 

*  excellent  Jbrt  of  felf-denial,  and  a  fburce 

*  of  the   moft  exahed  ti-anfborts:    So- 

*  cicty  is  the  tni^  fphcre  of  human  vir- 

*  tue.    in  focial,  native  life,  difficulties 

*  vnW  jicrpetjUally  be  met  withj  reftraints 

*  of  iTumy  kinds  will  be  nccciTaryj  and  . 

*  ftudying  to  behave  righf  in  relpe45l  of 

*  thtfc  is  a  difcipline  of  the  humaii  h<tf  rt, 

*  iil'eful  to  others,  and  imfroving  to  it- 


fclf.  Suffei^ng  b  no  duty  but  whei« 
it  b  neceilkry  to  avoid  guilt,  or  to  do 
good ;  nor  pKafiire  a  crime,  but  where 
It  ftrengtherts  th«  Hifluence  of  ind  in- 
clinations, or  Icflens  the  generous  afti- 
vity  of  virtue.  The  happincft  tBottcft 
to  man  in  his  prefcnt  ftate  i«  ilklecd 
faint  and  low,  compaftd  with  his  im-  ' 
mortal  profpcJ^s,  and  ndbic  capatitif  s  5 
but  yet,  whatevei^ portion  of  it  the  dif- 
tribnting  feind  of  Heatnenoflm  toeach 
individual^  is  a  needful  fupport  and 
refreflmjffnt  for  the  brefent  liiomenf,  fo 
far  as  it  may  npt  huider  the  attaining 
of  his  fiaal  aeftination. 
'*  Return  then  with  me  fitmiA)ntmual 
miJery  to  moderate  ettjoyment,  and  | 
grateful  alacrity.  Rcttfi'n  from  the 
contni6^ed  news  of  folitude  to  the  pn>- 
per  dnties  of  a  relative  and  deriendttit 
being;  Religion  is  not  confined  to  celh  ] 
and  clofets,  nor  relframed  to  (hllcn  re- 
tirement. Thefc  arc  the  gloomy  ibc-* 
trines  of  Aiperftitipn,  by  t^rch  /he 
endeat^ours  to  break  thofe  chains  of/ 
benevoleflce  and  foc.al  aife^ion,  wii 
link  the  welfare  of  every  paiiiaiiii- 
with  that  of  the  whole.  Reincmbtr 
that  the  gicateft  honour  ycftt  ca(n  j>av 
to  the  Author  of  youi-  being  U  by  lucll 
a  cheerful  behavioftf,  as  difcovcrs  a 
mind  fatisficd  with  his  'difperfiationfc:' 
Here  my  prtceptrefs  j^aufedj  andlvva? 
going  to  expref^  my  acknb\4rledgments 
for  her  difcoiirle,  v/hen  a  rihg  of  bells 
fi'om  the  neigf^iiring  village,  ioA.  a 
oew -rl fed  full  dirring  his  beams  througfi 
my  windows,  awakqd  me. 

i  am,  yoUftf,  il'cJ 


N*XLV.  tUESDAY,  AUGUST  21,  175^. 

'iivif  fxiy^^n  yfyvi}«i  o^lufw* 

•*''*^''  -'    .    . 

I'Hxs  IS  TRr  cmtr  FtLiciTT  o^  txrs^ 

THA'X  CO^COHD  SMILV  ON  THt    COHJIUat*i  tXD  j 
tVT  KOW  'tis    HATktB  At-L   H  |     1        I 


•     'TO   THE.R.\MBL£ft; 
SIR, 

THOUGH,  inthedKTertati^swhicii 
you  have  given  us  on  marrbge,  very 
juft  cautions  are  laid  down  agsuoll  the 
common,  caufcs  of  infeiicity,  and  the  nc« 
fieflity  of Wing^in  that  ifnportant  choktf 


the  firftregardito  virtue,  I%£are{ully  tH'- 
culoated ;  yet  I  canaofc  dunkr  the  fubje^b 
fo  much  cxhaiuledA  hut*tbat  a  ^ttk  re- 
0e£lioa  wouki  profent  to  the  mind  knanf 
qaeftioxi«>  m  tbe  difcW$p|i  of  wiudi  gftM, 
numbers  arc  tntereftcdf  !ai^.inaay.pte^ 
ceptt  which  lieferve to b^more  partiou^ 
larly  apd  forcibly  iraprelitd* 
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V<m  ktmy  like  moft  of  the  ^mters 
dot  hskYe  gone  before  you>  to  have  al- 
lowedy  38  an  uncontested  principle,  that 
Marru^e  isgenendly  unhappy  :  but  I 
know  not  whether  a  man  who  profefo 
to  think  for  himfelf,  and  ccmcludes  from 
his  own  obfenrations,  does  not  depart 
firom  his  chara^er  wlien  he  follows  the 
crowd  thus  impltdtly,  and  receives  max* 
hns  without  recalling  them  to  a  new  ex- 
«mIqation9  e^^iaily  when  they  com- 
wiie  fo  wide  a  circuit  of  life,  and  include 
fbch  variety  of  circumftances.  As  I 
have  an  equal  right  with  others  to  give 
ny  opinion  of  the  objeAs  about  nie>  and 
a  better  title  todetermine  concerning  that 
ftafee  which  I  have  tried,  than  many  who 
talk  of  it  without  experience ;  I  am  un- 
wiUii^  to  be  reftrained  by  mere  autho- 
rity ffmx  advancing  what,  I  bdteve,  an 
aocnrate  view  of  the  world  vriU  con&m, 
that  nuBTiaffe  is  not  conunonfy  uiiiappy, 
odierwiTe  than  as  life  is  unhappy ;  and 
that  moft  of  thole  who  complatn  of  con- 
nubial miieries,  have  as  much  (atisfac- 
tion^as  their  nature  would  have  admit- 
ted, or  their  oonduft  procured,  in  any 
odier  condirion. 

It  is,  indeed,  common  to  hear  both 
iexes  repine  at  their  change,  relate  the 
happineu  of  their  earlier  years,  blame 
the  f(^  and  ralhneis  of  their  own  choice, 
and  warn  tfaofe  whom  they  fee  coming 
iBto  the  world  againft  the  fiune  precipi- 
taace  and  infatuation.     But  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  days  which  they 
£>  much  wifli  to  call  back,  are  the  davs 
not  only  of  celibacy  but  <^  youth,  the 
days  of  novelty  and  improvement,  of 
ardour  and  of  hope,  of  health  and  vi- 
gour of  body,  of^  gaiety  and  lightnefe 
of  heart.     It  is  not  eafy  to  furround  lift 
with  any  circumfbnces  in  which  youtk 
\  will  not  be  delightful;  and  I  am  afinid 
I  that  whether  married  or  unmarried,  we 
j  ihall  find  the  vefhire  of  terreftrial  exift- 
\  ence  more  heavy  and  cumbrous,  the 
lon^  it  U  worni. 

That  they  cenfure  themfelves  for  the 
indifcretion  of  their  choice,  is  not  a  fuf- 
fident  pnx/  that  they  have  chofen  ill, 
fince  we  fee  the  fame  (fifcootent  at  every 
other  part  of  life  which  we  cannot  change. 
Cooverfe  with  abnoft  any  man,  grown 
oU  in  a  profeflion,  and  you  will  find 
^m  r^rettbg  that  he  did  not  enter,  into 
fbme  diSerent  couHe,  to  which  he  too 
Iste  finds  his  genius  better  adapted,  or 
in  which  he  difcoven  that  wealth  and 
•   ItpQQur  an; more  eafdy  attained.    <  The 


'  merchant,'  fitys  Horace,  Y  envies  the 

*  ibidier,  and  the  foldier  recounts  the 

*  felicitv  of  the  merchant  5  the  lawyer, 
'  when  his  clients  harafs  him,  calls  out 
'  for  the  quiet  of  the  countryman  $  and 

*  the  countryman,  when  bafmefs  calls 
'  him  to  town,  proclaims   that  there 

'  *  is  no  happinefs  but  amidfk  opulence 

*  and  crowds.*  Every  man  recounts 
the  inconveniences  of  his  own  ftation, 
"and  thinks  thofe  of  any  other  lefs,  be- 
caufe  he  has  not  felt  them .  Thus  the  mar- 
ried oraiffc  die  eafe  and  freedom  of  a  fin- 
ite ftate,  and  the  fingie  fl^  to  marriage 
nt>m  the  wearinefs  of  fblitude.  Fron^ 
idl  our  obfervations  we  may  colle6l  with 
certainty,  that  mifby  is  tl^  lot  of  man, 
but  cannot  difcover  in  what  particular 
condition  it  will  find  mofb  alleviations  ; 
ot  whether  all  external  appendages  are 
not,  as  we  ufe  them,  the  cauies  either  of 
good  or  ill. 

Whoever  feels  great  pain,  natiu-aliy  ■ 
hopes  fi^reaie  finom  change  of  pofture; 
he  chai^^es  it,  and  finds  bimfclf^equally 
tormented  :  and  of  the  fame  kind  are  the 
expedients  bv  which  we  endeavour  to 
obviate  or  elude  thofe  uneafinefTes  to 
which  mortality  will  always  be  fubjcft- 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  married  fhite  is 
eminently  mii'erable,  fince  we  fee  fuch 
numbers,  whom  the  death  of  their 
partners  has  fet  firee  frdm  it,  entering  it 
again. 

Wives  and  hufbands  are,  indeed,  in- 
ceflantly  compkining  of  each  other ;  and 
there  would  be  reafon  for  inaasinmg  that 
almoft  every  houfe.  was  in&iled  with 
perverfends  or  oppreffion  beyond  human 
lufferance,  did  we  not  know  upon  how 
finall  occafions  Tome  minds  burit  out  Into 
lamentations  and  reproaches,  and  how 
natnrally  every  animal  revenges  his  pain 
upon  thofe  who  ha^en  to  be  near,  with- 
out ^ny  nice  examination  of  it's  caufe. 
We  are  always  willing  to  fancy  ourfelves 
within  a  littfe  of  happinefs  ;  and  when, 
with  repeated  efforts,  we  cannot  reach, 
it,  perfuade  ourfelves  that  it  is  inter- 
cepted by  an  ill-paired  matei  fince,  if  wc 
could  find  any  other  obfbcle,  it  would 
be  our  own  fault  that  it  was  not  removed. 

Anatomifls  have  often  remarked,  that 
though  our  difeafes  are  fufficlently  nu- 
merous and  fevere,  yet  when  we  enquire 
into  the  ftru6hn-e  of  the  body,  the  ten- 
dcmefs  of  fbme  parts,  the  minutenefs 
of  odiers,  and  the  immenfe  ihultiplicity 
of  animal  fun^ions  that  txmk  concur 
to  the  healthful  and  vigorous  exerciie  of 
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all  oiir  powen,  there  appears  reafbn  to 
wonder  rather  that  we  are  preferved  Co 
long,  than  that  we  perlik  fo  fooB^  and 
that  our  frame  rubfilb  for  a  Tingle  clay, 
cr  hour,  without  diibrder^  ratl^  than 
that  it  (hoiAd  be  broken  or  obftru^ed  by 
violence  of  accidents,  or  len^h  of  time. 

The  famercfle^on  ariles  in  my  mind, 
upon  obfervation  of  the  manner  in  which 
marriage  is  £re<|uentIycontraded.  When 
I  fee  the  avaricious  and  crafty  taking 
companions  to  their  tables,  and  their 
beds,  wkhout  any  enquiry,  but  after 
farmt  and  money  j  or  the  giddy  and 
thooghtlefs  uniting  themfelves  for  \ik 
to  thole  whom  they  have  only  feen  by 
the  light  of  tapers  at  a  ball  i  when  pa- 
rents make  articles  for  their  children, 
without  enquiring  after  .their  conient; 
when  fome  marry  for  heirs  to  difappoiat 
their  brothert ,  sad  others  throw  tnem<- 
felves  into  the  arms  of  thofe  whom  they 
do  not  love,  becaufe  they  have  fo\md 
themfelves  rejef^ed  where  they  were  more 
folicitous  to  pleafe  ;  when  ibme  marry 
becaufe  their  fervants  cheat  them^  fome 
becaufe  they  fquander  their  own  money, 
ibme  becaufe  their  houfes  are  peitered 
with  company,  fome  becaufe  they  will 
live  like  other  people,  and  fome  only  be- 
caufe they  are  lick  of  themfelves ;  I  am 
not  Co  mnch  inclined  to  wonder  that 
marriage  is  Ibmetimes  unhappy,  as  that 
it  appears  fo  little  loaded  with  calamity  ^ 
and  cannot  but  conclude  that  fociety  has 
fomething  in  itfelf  eminently  s^^reeabte 
to  human  nature^  when  I  find  it^s  plea- 
fures  fo  great  that  even  the  ill  choice  of 
A  companion  can  hardly  overbalance 
them. 

By  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  Muf- 
covites,  the  men  and  women  never  law 
each  other  till  they  were  joined  beyond 
the  power  of  parting.  It  may  be  fu- 
ipe&ed  that  by  this  method  many  un- 


fuitaUe  matches  Twv  produced,aiid  mz^ 
ny  tempers  a/Kxriated  that  were  not «!»-' 
Ufied  to  givepleafure  toeaeh  other.  Vet 
pei-haps,  among  a  people  fo  little  delicate^ 
where  the  paucity  oc  gratifications,  ani 
the  uniformity  or  life,  gave  no  opportu- 
nity for  imagination  to  mterpofe  it*8  ob- 
je^^ions,' there  was  not  mucii  daagcr  of 
capricious  diflike^  and  while  they  felt 
neither  cold  nor  huneer,  they  migu  live 
ouietly  together,  without  any  thought  of 
tne  drfefifl  of  one,  another. 

AmoBgft  us,  whom  kno^^edge  hat 
made  mce,  and  afilycnct  wanton,  there 
are,  indeed,  more  cautions  requifite  to 
fecure  traaquUlit^r^  and  yet  if  we  obfcn^ 
the  manner  in  which  thofe  converfe  who 
have  fingled  out  each  other  for  mairiage^ 
we  ihal^  perhaps,  not  think  that  the 
Ruffians  lofl  much  by  their  refbaiot. 
For  the  whole  endeavour  of  both  par- 
ties, durmg  the  tinne  of  courtfhip,  is  to 
hinder  themfelves  from  being  known  | 
and  to  difguife  their  natural  temper,  and 
real  defires,  in  hypocritical  imitatioiH 
fhidied  compliance,  and  continued  af- 
fectation. From  the  time  that  their  love 
is  avowed,  neither  fees  the  other  but  in 
& mafk|  and  the  cheat  is  managed  often 
on  both  fides  with  fo  much  art,  and  dif- 
covered  al  terwarda  with  fb  much  abruot- 
nefs,  that  each  has  reafon  to  fufpeft  that 
fome  transformation  has  happened  on 
the  wedding-night,  and  that  by  a  ffaange 
impoflure  one  haa  been  courted,  and 
another  raanied. 

I  defire  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Rambler, 
to  queilion  all  who  fhaU  hereafter  comr 
to  you  with  matrimonial  complaints, 
concerning  their  behaviour  in  tne  time 
of  courtfhip,  and  inform  them  that  diey 
are  neither  to  wonder  nor  repine,  when 
a  contra^  b^run  with  6aud  haa  ended 
m  diiappointroent. 

I  am*  &c. 


N^^XLVI.   SATURDAY,  AUGUST  25,  1750- 

-OITIVI,  BT  rROAVOS>KT    I^UjB    HON    FICIMUS  lYSI, 


VIX   EA  NOSTKA  VOCO. 

MOVCHT  raOM    MY    BIftTM    OK    AKCESTORS    I    CLAIM] 
ALL    II    MT    OWN,    MY    llONOVa     AVU   MY    SHAME. 


Ovi]»* 


TO  THB   RAMBLER. 


ttR, 


SINCE  Ifind  that  you  have  pid  fo 
much  reganl  tomy  complaints  as  to 
publilh  thcio,  X  am  inclijMd  by  vanity. 


or  gratitude,  to  continue  our  correfi>ond- 
encej  and  indeed,  without  either  otthe^ 
motives,  am  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
write,  for  I  am  not  accuftomed  to  ke^ 
in  any  t)uog  that  ^eiU  my  heart,  an^ 
^  T         havt 
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loveliere  none  widi  itfbam  I  can  freely 
vonferfe.  While  I  am  thus  tmflaytd, 
tome  tedious  hours  will  flip  &way»  and 
when  I  return  to  watch  die  clock,  I  fltedl 
£nd  that  I  have  diflnudened  myfelf  of 
p^rtofthe  day. 

Yo^  pcrcetvetiiat  I  do  not  pretend  to 
write  with  much  omiideration  of  any 
^MDg  but  my  own  convenience ;  and,  not 
toeooceal  from  you  my  real  fentiments* 
the  Ifttk  time  which  I  hare  fpent,  againft 
my  win,  in  iyitary  medtt^Kion,  has  not 
nnch  contributed  to  my  veneration  for 
aitthars.  I  have  now  fufficient  reaibn 
tofafpa  that,  with  all  your  (plendid 
prafielbuns  of  wifdom,  and  fecmmg  re- 
gard fijT  truth,  you  have  very  Kttlc  fin- 
ctrity  $  diat  you  cither  write  what  you 
do  sot  think,  and  willingly  impoie  upon 
iHMilrmd,  or  that  you  take  no  care  to 
tldnk  right,  but  wntle  you  fet  up  your- 
i^ves  as  gukfes,  miflead  your  followers 
by  credulity,  or  negligence  j  that  you 
prodoce  to  the  publick  vdiatevcr  notions 
jou  can  fiieciotmy  m^tain,  or  elegant- 
ly exprefi,  without  enquiring  whether 
A^  are  juft;  and  tranfcribe licreditary 
^Kmoods  from  oki  authors  perhaps  as 
%iunait  and  carelefs  as  yourielves. 

You  mav  perhaps  wonder  that  I  ex- 
pi«&  myfeif  with  fo  much  acrimony  on 
aoueftion  in  which  women  arc  fuppoled 
to  We  very  little  intcreft  5  and  you  are 
likely  enough,  for  I  hare  fecn  many  in- 
ftances  of  the  faucincfs  of  fchoJare,  to 
tcft  me,  that  I  am  mone  properly  em- 
ployed in  play iT^  with  my  kittens,  than 
wgiTujgmylclf  airs  of  criticiCn,  and 
cenftirii^  the  learned.  But  you  arc  mi  f- 
taken,  if  you  imagine  that  I  am  to  Be 
intimidated  by  your  contempt,  or  filen- 
«d  by  your  reproofs.  As  I  read,  I  have 
a  rwjjt  to  judge ;  as  I  am  injured,  havt  a 
n^at  to  complain  ^  and  theie  privileges, 
•fcch  I  have pnrchafed  at  fo  clear  a  rate, 
I  /hall  not  eahly  be  perfuadeil  to  refign. 

To  read  has,  indeed,  never  'been  my 
Mnek  J  bur  as  there  are  hours  of  kifure 
in  the  moft  aftive  life,  I  have  paffed  the 
foperfluities  of  time,  which  the  diver- 
ts of  the  town  k'ft  upon  my  hands,  in 
Owning  over  a  large  coileftion  of  tra- 
gedies and  romances,  where,  amongft 
^^htn  lentiments,  common  to  all  authors 
of  this  clafs,  I  have  found  almoft  every 
pagefilled  with  the  charms  and  happin^is 
«f  a  country  life ;  thatlife  to  which  every 
fate6nan  in  the  highcft  elevation  of  his 
P^»erity  is  contriving  to  retire  j  that 
5wto  which  every  tragick  heroine  in  fomc 


107 

fcene  or  other  m/hes  to  hare  been  bom» 
and  which  is  repreiented  as  a  certain  re- 
fuge from  folly,  from  anxiety,  from  jwif* 
iion,  and  from  jniilt^ 

It  was  impomble  to  read  ib  many  paf- 
iionate  exclamations,  and  foothin?  de- 
fcriptions,  without  feeling  ibme  dcfire  to 
enjoy  the  fbte  in  which  sdl  this  felicity 
was  to  be  enjoyed  5  and  therefore  I  re- 
ceived with  rapture  the  invitation  of  my 
good  aunt,  and  exneaed  that  by  fome 
unknown  influence  I  fliouW  find  all  hopes 
and  fears,  jealouiies  and  competitions, 
vanifli  from  niy  heart  upon  my  fM  ar- 
rival at  the  feats  of  innocence  and  tran- 
qutUitys  that  I  flioukl  fleep  in  halcyon 
bowers,  and  v»rander  in  elytan  gaidens, 
where  I  fhould  meet  with  nothing  but 
the  foftnefs  of  benevolence,  the  candour 
of  fimplicity,  and  the  cheerfidnefs  of 
content ;  where  I  fliould  fee  reafon  ex- 
erting her  ibvereignty  over  life,  without 
any  interruption  from  envy,  avarice,  or 
ambition,  and  every  day  palling  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  the  fevercft  wiiHom  ftiould 
approve. 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  I  tell  you  I 
expe£led,  and  this  I  had  by  an  hundi-ed 
authors  been  taught  to  expeft.  By  this 
expe^ation'  I  was  led  hither,  and  here  T 
live  in  perpetual  uneafineis,  without  any 
other  comfort  than  that  of  hoping  to  re- 
turn to  London. 

Having,  fmce  I  wrote  my  former  let- 
ter, been  driven,  by  the  mere  necefiity 
of  efcaping  from  abfolute  inaftivity,  to 
make  mykifmoi-e  acquainted  with  tne  af- 
fairs and  inhabitants  of  this  place,  I  am 
now  no  longer  an  abfolute  ftranger  to 
rural  cbnveriation  and  employments,  but 
am  for  from  difcovering  in  them  more 
innocence  or  wifdom,  than  in  the  fenti- 
mems  or  conduft  of  thofe  with  whom  I 
have  paflTed  more  cheerful  and  more  fa* 
fliionable  hours. 

It  is  common  to  reproach  the  tea- 
table,  and  the  park,  with  giving  oppor- 
tunities and  encouragement  to  fcamlal. 
I  cannot  wholly  clear  them  from  the 
charge ;  but  muft,  however,  oblcr\'e,  in 
favour  of  the  modifli  prattlers,  that,  if 
not  by  principle,  we  are  at  lead  by  ac- 
cident, lefs  eullty  of  defamatk>n  than 
the  countiy  ladies.  For  having  greater 
numbers  to  obfervc  and  cenfure,  wt  are 
commonly  content  to  charge  them  only 
with  their  ovm  faults  or  follies,  and  Tef. 
doro  give  way  to  malevolence,  but  Airh 
as  aiifes  from  fbmtf  injury  Or  afFrons 
real  or  imaginaiy,  offered  to  ourlelves, 
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But  in  thefe  diftin^  prcvincesy  where 
the  fame  fsuntlies  inhabit  the  fvne  hou(es 
from  age  to  age,  they  tranfmit  and  re- 
count the  f auhs  of  a  whok  fuccefllon. 
I  have  been  informed  how  every  cftate 
in  tht  neighbourhood  was  originally  got, 
and  Bpdf  if  I  may  credit  the  vrcoimts 
given  me,  that  there  is  not  a  fmgle  acre 
in  the  hands  of  the  right  owner.  I  have 
been  told  of  intrigues  betweenbeaus  and 
toafts  that  have  been  now  three  centu- 
ries in  their  quiet  graves  i  and  am  often 
entertained  with  traditional  fcandal  on 
ptrlons  of  whofe  names  there  would 
have  been  no  remembrance,  had  they  not 
committed  fomewhat  that  might  difgrace 
their  defcendants. 

In  one  of  my  vifits  I  happened  to  com- 
mend the  dk  and  dignity  of  a  young  lady, 
who  had  juft  left  the  company  j  upon 
which  two  grave  matrons  looked  with 
great  flinefs  at  each  other,  and  the  elder 
afked  me  whether  I  had  everfeen  the  pic- 
ture of  Henrv  the  Eighth.  You  may  ima- 
gine that  I  did  not  immediately  poxeive 
the  propriety  of  the  queltion  j  but  after 
having  waited  awhile  for  information,  I 
was  told  that  the  lady's  ziandmother 
had  a  great  great  grandmother  that  was 
an  attendant  on  Anna  BuUenj  and  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  too  much  a  favourite 
of  the  king. 

If  once  there  happens  a  quarrel  be- 
tween the  principal  pcrfons  of  two  fa- 
milies, the  malignity  is  continued  with- 
out end,  and  it  is  common  for  old  maids 
to  fall  out  about  fome  ele^ion,  in  which 
their  grandfathers  were  comnetitors :  the 
heart-bumii^s  of  the  civil  wai-  are  not 
yet  extinguiihed ;  there  are  two  families 
in  the  neighbourhood  who  have  defhroy- 
cd  fach  other'^s  game  from  the  time  of 


Philip  |md  Mary;  and  when  aa  account 
came  p£  an  inundation,  which  had  in- 
jured the  plantations  of  a  worthy  gen- 
tleman, one  of  the  hewers  reraanLed, 
with  exultation,  that  he  might  now  have 
fome  notion  of  the  ravages  committed  bv 
his  anceAors  in  their  retreat  from  Bof- 
vi^orth. 

Thus  malice  and  hatred  defcend  here 
with  an  inheritance ;  and  it  is  neceflary 
to  be  well  verfed  in  hiftory,  that  the  va- 
rious fa^ions  of  this  country  may  be 
underftood.  You  cannot  eipeft  to  he 
x>n  good  terms  with  funjlies  who  are  re- 
folved  to  love  nothing  in  coBcmon ;  aiA 
in  fele£Ung  ypur  intimates,  yoi^  are  per- 
haps to  confider  which  party  you  moft 
favour  in  the  barons  wars.  I  have  of» 
ten  \o&.  the  good  opinion  of  my  aimt'i 
viiitants  by  confoundii^g  the  interefts  of 
York  and  LancaAer  j  a^  vras  once  cen- 
fured  for  (ittiitf  filent  when  William 
Rufus  was  called  a  tyrant.  Ihavcyhowr- 
ever,  now  rthr(iwn  aule  all  prerenors  to 
cuxumfpe^lion,  for  I  £nd  it  impofltbie 
in  lefs  than  feven  years  to  learn  all  the 
requifitd  cautions.  At  London,  if  yoa 
know  your  company,  and  their  parents, 
you  are  fafe  i  but  you  are  here  fufpefted 
of  alluding  to  the  flips  of  great-grincl- 
mothers,  and  of  reviving  contefls  which 
were  decided  in  armour  by  the  redoubt- 
ed knights  of  ancient  thnes.  I  hope 
therefore  that  you  will  not  condemn  my 
imptience,  if  I  am  weary  of  attending: 
where  nothing  can  be  learned,  and  of 
quarrelling  w^re  there  is  nothing  to  con-, 
teft,  and  that  you  will  contribute  to  di- 
vert me  while  I  ftay  here  by  ibnic  fece- 
tious  pofbniuuice. 

lam,  Sirf- 


N*  XLVIL 
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H^XLVIL  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  a8, 1750. 

^VMt^VAM  NU  tOLATlIt  AC^UIlSCAMy  DSBILITOR  XT  FltANGOlt  XADXM  ILLJi 
ROMAICITATS  ^VM  MSt  VT  HOC  IXSUM  PXBMITTEKZM9  INOVXIT,  NOM  IDKO 
TAYCSB  TXLIlf  DUXIOS  nXftl  :  NXC  lONOlO  ALIOI  MUJVtMODI  CASVV  NIHIL 
AMVLSOI  TOCAXX  ^UAM  DAMMVM}  XPQ^VX  IIBI  MAONOS  HOMIlCXt  XT  BAFI- 
XIITX6  VIPXmi.    ^VI  AN  MAGNI  SAXICNTKI<tVX  llNty  NXSCIO  t  BOMINXS  NON 

.  tOKT.  HOMINXf  StT  XNIM  ArriCI  DOLOBXt  tXNTlRX&BXIltTXBX^TAMXNyXT 
SOLATIA  AJ>A<XTTXmX  9  NON  SOtHiTiit  NON  XCXAX.  PlIN* 

7BUS  YROCXBDIKOf  HAVE  APfORDXD  ME  lOMX  COMPORT  IN  MY  OlfTRXSft} 
VOTWITHSTANPING  WHICHy  1  AM  STILL  DIiriRITKDy  AND  VVHINCED  XT 
THE  tAMX  MOTIVBt  OX  HVMANITT  THAT  XNPUCKD  MX  TO  GRANT  SUgH  IN- 
DVLGENCXt.  HOWXVXR>I  XT  NOMXANS  WISH  TO  BXCOMX  LXS8  SUSCXPTIBLB 
OF  TXRDXRKXSt.  I  KNOW  THK6K  XINP  OP  MIlPORTVNEi  WOULD  BE  XSTI- 
JRATXP  BTOTHXR  PXRSONS  ONLY  AS  COMMON  LOSSES,  ANP  PROM  SUCK  SKN- 
8ATX0NS  TRXY  WOULD  CONCXITK  THEMSXLVXS  GREAT  AND  WI9E  MEN.  X 
•HALL  NOT  PXTERMINX  XITHKR  THEIR  GREATNESS  OR  THEIR  WISDC>M$  BtTT 
I  AM  CERTAIN  THEY  HAYX  NO  HUMANITY.  IT  IS  THE  PART  OF  A  MAN  TO  BB 
AXPECTYD    WITH    GRIXP>    TO    PXXL   SORROW)  AT  THE   SAME  TIMX  THAT  HB 


It  TO  BXBXtT  XTy  ANP  TO  APMXT  OP  COMPOKT. 


Eakl  op  Ork'ery. 


OF  the  pafl^ons  with  which  the  mind 
of  man  is  agitated,  it  may  be  ob- 
-kmdf  that  they  naturally  haftent(mardB 
dietr  own  cxtinfUon, .  by  inciting  and 
quickening  the  attainment  of  their  ob- 
jc^.*  Thus  fear  urges  our  flight,  and 
/*4ldii«  animalBs  our  progreTs  ^  aitd  if  there 
(     are  foiiie  which  perhaps  may  be  indul^- 
^  ed  till  they  cMgjraw  the  good  appropri- 
ated to  their  (atisfa6liQn»  as  it  is  fre- 
quently ohfared  of  avarice  and  ambi- 
tioa,  yet  their  inunediate  tendency  is  to 
feme  means  of  happinefs  really  exiftin?, 
and  generally  witnin  the  frofj^.    The 
mifer  always  imagines  that  there  is  a 
certain  fum  that  will  fill  his  heart  to  the 
brim  $  and  evezy  ambitious  man,  like 
King  Pynhus,  has  an  acquifition  in  his 
thoughtB  that  is  to  tenninate  his  labours, 
after  wluch  he  ihall  pafs  the  reft  of  his 
life  in  eaie  or  gaiety,  in  repofe  or  devo- 
tion. 

SofTOw  is  perhaps  the  only  afle£lion 
of  the  breafl  uiat  can  be  excepted  from 
tins  general  remark,  and  it  therefore  de- 
Jerves  die  particular  attention  of  thofe 
who  have  aflumed  the  arduous  province 
of  preierving  the  balance  of  the  mental 
conftittttion.  The  other  paflions  are  dif- 
caics  indeed,  but  they  neceflarily  direA 
us  to  thdr  proper,  cure.  A  man  at  once 
feels  the  pam,  and  knows  the  medicine, 
to  ^i^iich  he  is  carried  with  greater  hafte 
as  the  evil  which  requires  it  is  more  ex- 
cruciating, and  cures  himielf  by  uner- 
Cring  inftinft,  as  the  wounded  ftags  of 
Q^  are  recited  by  ^(ian  to  have  r^- 


courTe  to  vulnerary  herbs.  But  for  for- 
row  there  is  no  remedy  provided  by  na- 
ture $  it  is  often  occaTioned  by  accidents 
irreparable,  and  dwells  upon  obje^^s 
that  have  loft  or  changed  their  exiftence ; 
it  requires  what  it  cannot  hope,  that  the 
laws  of  the  univerfe  fhould  be  repealed ; 
that  the  dead  flKwki  return,  or  the  paft 
ihould  be  recalled. 

Sorrow  is  not  that  regret  for  negli- 
gence or  error  which  may  animate  us  to 
future  care  or  aflivity,  or  that  repent- 
ance of  crimos  for  which,  howe\*er  ir- 
revocable, our  Creator  has  promifed  to 
accept  it  as  an  atonement;  the  pain 
which  arifes  from  thefe  caufes  lias  very 
falutary  effe^s,  and  is  every  hour  ex- 
tenuating itfelf  by  the  reparation  of  thoie 
mifcarriages  that  produce  it.  Sorrow  it 
properly  that  ftate  of  the  mind  in  whidi 
our^efires  are  fixed  upon  the  paft,  withs 
out  looking  forward  to  the  futxire,  an 
inceifant  y^fti  that  lomething  were  other-, 
wife  than  it  has  been,  a  tormenting  axid 
harafling  want  of  fome  enjojmient  or 
poileflion  which  we  have  loft,  and  which 
no  endeavours  can  poflibly  regain.  In- 
tafuch  anguifti  many  have  funk  upon 
ibme  fudden  diminution  of  their  fortune, 
on  unexpe6led  blaft  of  their  reputation, 
or  the  lofs  of  children  or  of^  friends^ 
They  have  fiifTered  all  fenfibility  of  plea- 
fure  to  be  deftroyed  by  a  fingle  blow, 
have  given  up  for  ever  the  hopes  of  fub- 
fBtutmg  any  otjier  obje£l  in  the  room  of 
that  which  they  lament,  refigned  their 
lives  to  ^loom  anjl  deipondency,  and 
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•worn  thcmfelvcs  out  in  unavailing  mi- 
frry. 

Vet  fo  mnch  n  this  paiTioii  the  natu- 
ral confcquenccof  tcndemeTs  and  endear- 
ment, that  however  painful  and  however 
vfeleffty  it  is  juftly  reproachful  not  to 
feel  it  on  QxDt  ooca&Mis ;  and  £0  widely 
and  conftaiitly  has  it  always  prevailed, 
that  the  laws  of  fome  nations,  and  the 
cuftoms  of  others,  have  limited  a  time 
for  the  external  appearances  of  grief 
caufed  by  the  didblution  of  clofe  alli- 
atoces,  and  the  breach  of  doroeftick  union. 

It  feems  determined  by  the  ^eral 
fbffriigc  of  mankind,  that  forrow  is  to  a 
certain  pomt  laudable,  as  the  offsprit^ 
of  love,  or  at  lead  pardonable  as  the  ef- 
fe&  of  weaknefs ;  but  that  it  oufht  not 
to  be  fuffered  to  increafe  by  indiHpnence, 
but  muft  s;ive  way  after  a  nated  time  to 
focial  duties,  ami  the  common  avoca- 
tions of  life.  It  is  at  firft  xinavoidable, 
sold  therefore  muft  be  allowed,  wheilier 
with  or  without  our  choice;  it  may  after- 
'  wards  be  admitted  as  a  decent  and  affec- 
tionate teflimony  of  kindnefs  and  efteem ; 
fomething  will  be  extorted  by  nature,  and 
Ibmeth'mg  may  be  given  to  the  woiid. 
But' all  beyond  the  burib  of  pa/Oon,  or 
the  forms  of  fgleinnity,  is  not  only  ufc- 
lefs  but  culpable;  for  we  have  no  right 
to  iacrifice,  to  the  vain  longings  of  af- 
feaion,  that  time  wl|ich  Providence  al- 
lows us  for  the  talk  of  our  flation. 
.  Yet  it  too  often  happens  that  lorrow, 
thus  lawfully  entering:,  gains  fuch  a  firm 
polleffion  ot  the  mmtl,  that  it  is  not  af- 
terwards to  be  eje^led ;  the  mournful 
ideas,  fii*ft  violently  impreffed,  and  after- 
wards willingly  received,  fo  much  en- 
ffrofs  the  attention,  as  to  predominate 
in  every  thought,  to  darken  gaiety,  and 
perplex  ratiocmation .  An  habitual  (ad- 
apfs  feizes  upon  the  foul,  and  the  Acui- 
ties are  chained  to  a  fmgle  obje^k,  which 
can  never  be  contemplated  but  with  liope- 
leis  uneafineis* 

From  this  ftatc  of  deje£lion  it  is  yciy 
difficult  to  rife  to  cheerfulnefs  and  ala- 
crity, and  therefore  many  who  have  laid 
4own  rules  of  intelk^ual  health,  think 
prefervatives  eafier  than  remedies,  and 
teach  us  not  to  truft  ourfelves  with  fa- 
vouiite  enjoyments,  not  to  indulge  the 
luxury  of  fonJnefs,  but  to  keep  our 
minds  always  fufpended  in  fuch  indiffer- 
ence, that  we  may  change  the  objects 
afiout  us  without  emotion. 
Anexaft  compliance  with  this  rule 


might  perhaps  contribute  to  tranquplityy 
but  furely  it  would  never  produce  hap- 
pinefs.  He  that  regards  none  fo  much 
as  to  be  afiraid  of^loilng  them,  muft  Hve 
£or  ever  without  the  gentle  pletfurcs  «f 
fympathy  and  confidence;  he  muft  fieel 
no  meking  fondnefsy  no  warmth  «f  be- 
nevolence, nor  anx  of  thofe  hond(  joys 
which  nature  annexes  to  the  power  of 
pleafing.  And  as  no  man  can  juftly 
claim  more  tcndemefis  dian  he  pays,  m 
muil  forfeit  his  (ban:  in  that  officious  and 
watchful  kindnefs  virhich  love  only  can 
dilate,  and  thofe  lenient  endearments 
by  which  love  only  can  fof^en  Kfe.  He 
may  jufUy  be  overlooked  and  n^le^led 
by  fuch  as  have  more  warmth  in  their 
heart;  for  who  would  be  the  fnend  of 
hihiy  whom»  with  whatever  affiduity  ht 
may  be  courted,  and  with  whatever  fer- 
vices  obliged,  his  principlet  will  notfuf- 
fier  to  make  equal  retsirasy  and  whO|  when 
you  have  exbaufted  all  the  inftances  of 
good  will,  can  only  be  pcevaikd  on  not 
to  be  an  enemy. 

An  attempt  to  prefeift  Hfc  in  a  ftate 
of  neutrality  and  indifierence,  is  unrea^ 
ibnable  and  vain.  If  by  exdading  joy 
we  could  (hut  out  grief,  the  ionne 
would  deferve  very  ierioyft  attention ; 
but  fince,  however  we  may  debar  our- 
felves fixim  happinefs,  miieiy  will  find 
it's  way  at  many  inlets,  and  the  aflaults 
of  pain  will  force  out  ronxdy  though  we 
may  withhold  it  from  the  iovitatisiis  of 
pleafiire,  we  mav  furely  endeavour  to 
raife  life  above  toe  middle  point  of  a^- 
thy  at  one  time,  fince  it  will  neccflarily 
fink  below  it  at  another. 

But  though  it  cannot  be  reafimablt  not 
to  gain  happinefs  for  fear  of  lofing  itt 
jret  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  pleafure  of  pofleffiony  will 
be  for  ibme  time  our  ibrrow  fbr  the  lois; 
it  is  therefore  the  province  of  the  mora- 
lift  to  enquire  whether  fuch  pans  tpzy 
not  quickly  give  way  to  mitigatio». 
Some  have  thought  that  the  moft  certain 
way  to  clear  the  heart  firom  it's  efvh$t' 
raiunent  is  to  drag  it  by  force  into  icenes 
of  merriment.  Others  imagine,  that 
fuch  a  tranfition  is  too  vloleauand  re- 
commend rather  to  footh  it  into  tran- 
quillity, by  making  it  acquainted  wi^h 
mifcries  more  dreadful  and  afHiftivc,  and 
divertmg  to  the  calamities  of  others  the 
regard  which  we  are  inclined  to  fix  too 
clofely  upon  our  own  misfortunes. 
It  may  be  doubted  whcUw:  •ithn*  of 
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Ill 


thofe  rcmedieft  will  be  fuflkiently  power- 
fid.  The  efiicacy  of  mirdi  it  is  not  al- 
wayt  eafy  to  try,  and  the  indulgence  of 

/^mclascholy  may  be  fufpefled  to  be  one 

;    of  thofe  ffledicin«B  which  will  deftroy, 

:    if  h  happens  Hot  to  cure. 

s^  The  &k  and  general  antidote  againft 
iorrow  is  employment.  It  is  common- 
ly obienred,  that  anong  foldiers  and 
teamen,  though  there  is  much  kindneis, 
there  is  little  grief;  they  iee their  fiiend 
fall  without  any  of  that  lamentationwhich 
is  indulged  in  (ecurit^  and  idlenefsy  be- 
cauir  they  have  no  leifure  to  §*arc  firom 
the  care  of  themielves ;  and  whoever  ihall 
keep  hts  thoughts  equally  buly,  will 
^nd  himfelf  equally  imaffsiaed  with  ir- 
retrievable lofies. 


Time  is  obferved  gjcilerallvto  wearout 
iorrow,  and  it's  effects  might  doubtieiii 
be  accelerated  by  quickening  the  fuc- 
cefTioUy  and  enlarging  the  variety  of  ob* 
jeas. 

Si  ttmpori  lottg§ 
Leniri  potent  ImShu^  tufperne  mtrari^ 
Siitt  JetpUt  Jihi  umptii  er'u, 

GxoTivt« 

'Til  long  ere  time  can  mitigate  yoor  griefj 
To  wifiiom  fly,  ihe  quickly  brings  relief. 

F.  Lxwit. 

Sorrow  is  a  kind  of  ruft  c^  the  fottf^ 
which  every  new  idea  contributes  in  it*« 
palTage  to  fi:our  away.  It  is  the  putiv- 
fa^ion  of  ftagnant  life,  and  is  renKdied 
by  excrcife  ami  motion. 


N«XLVllI.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,1750. 


MOM   EST  VIVBKBi  SED  VAtSEa>  VITA. 


Mait. 


rot  LIFE  It  NOT  TO  LlVBy  BUT  TO  BE  WEBL. 


AMONG  the  innumenible  fblHe^^ 
by  which  we  lay  up  in  our  yoitth 
repentance  and  remorle  tor  the  fucceed- 
ing  part  of  our  lives,  there  is  fcarce  any 
againft  which  warnings  are  of  lefs  efh- 
cacy,  than  dicnegie6l  of  Health.  When 
the  iprings  of  motion  are  yet  elaftick, 
when  the  heart  bounds  with  vigour,  and 
the  eye  (parkles  with  fpirtf ,  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  we  are  taught  to  conceive 
the  imbecility  that  every  hour  is  bringing 
upoA  usy  or  to  imagine  that  the  nerves 
which  art  now  braced  with  lb  much 
ftrength,  and  the  limbs  which  play  with 
So  much  activity,  will  \ok  all  their 
power  under  the  gripe  of  time,  relax  with 
numbneis*  and  totter  with  debility. 

To  the  arguments  which  have  been 
tiled  au^nft  complaints  under  the  miie- 
ries  oilife,  the  i^ilofophers  have,  I  think, 
forgot  to  add  the  incredulity  of  thofe  to 
whom  we  recount  our  fuiicnngs.  But  if 
the  porpoiie  of  lamentation  be  to  excite 
pity,  it  IS  (urely  fuperfhious  for  age  and 
weaknefs  to  tell  their  ohdntive  ttoriesj 
for  pity  preiiippoies  apathy,  and  a 
liule  attention  mil  (hew  them,  that  thofe 
who  do  not  feel  otin,  feklom  think  that 
it  is  felt;  and  a  A)ortrecolle6lionwill  in- 
form alfnt>ft  every  man,  that  he  is  only 
repaid  tfae.ini\ilt  which  he  has  given, 
ime  he  may  rpneaber  bow  often  he  has 


Elpbinstok. 

mocked  infumity,  laughed  at  it^'s  can* 
tions,  and  cenfurcd  it's  impatience. 

The  valetudinarian  race  have  made 
the  care  of  health  ridiculous  bv  fuflPering 
it  to  prevail  over  all  other  conuderation^ 
as  the  mifer  has  brought  frugality  into 
contcnipt,  by  permitting  the  love  of  mo., 
ney  not  to  (hare,  but  to  engrofs  his  mind  s 
they  both  err  alike,  by  confounding  the 
meai^s  with  the  end ;  they  grafp  at  health 
only  to  be  well,  as  at  money  only  to  be 
rich ;  and  forget  that  every  terreftrial  ad- 
vantage is  chiefly  valuable,  as  it  fur- 
nifhes  abilities  forthe  exercife  of  virtue. 

Health  i.s  iiuieed  (o  necefTary  to  all  the 
duties,  as  well  as  pleafures  of  life,  that 
the  crime  of  fquandering  it  is  equal  to 
the  folly  J  and  he  that  for  a  fhort  grati- 
fication brinjB^s  weaknefs  and  dScaies 
upon  himfelf,  and  for  the  pleafure  of  a 
few  years  palled  in  the  tumults  of  diver- 
fion,  and  clamours  of  merriment,  con- 
denms  the  maturer  and  more  experienced 
port  of  his  life  to  the  chamber  and  the 
couch,  may  be  juftly  reproached,  not, 
onljr  as  a  fpendthrlft  of  his  own  happi- 
nefs,  but  as  a  robber  of  the  publick  j  as 
a  wretch  that  has  voluntai'ihrdifq\ialified 
himfelf  fbr  the  bufmefs  of^  his  ftation, 
and  refiifcd  that  part  which  Proyidence 
^(Egns  him  in  the  general  uSk  of  humai^ 
nature. 
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There  are  perhaps  Vfry  few  con<)itions 
t  to  be  pitied  tnanjthat  of  an  a^live 
and  ekvated  mind,  labouring  under  the 
weu^t  of  a  diftonpered  body ;  the  time 
of  iuch  a  man  is  always  fpent  in  forming 
ichemes,  which  a  diange  of  wind  hin- 
ders h\m  fiom  exeoitin^)  his  powers 
fiime  away  in  projt^s  and  in  hope,  and 
the  day  of  a6lion  never  arrives.  He  lies 
down  delighted  with  the  thoughts  of  to- 
morrow, pleafes  his  ambition  with  the 
fame  he  mil  acquire,  or  his*benevolence 
with  the  good  he  (hall  confer.  But  in  the 
fu^ht  the  ikies  are  overeat,  the  temper 
pr  the  air  is  changed,  he  wakes  in  lan- 
guor, impatience,  and  diftra6^ion,  and 
fias  no  longer  any  wifli  but  for  eafe,  nor 
any  attention  but  to  miiery.  It  may  be 
iaid  that  difeafe  generallv  begins  that 
equality  which  death  completes  5  the  dif- 
tin^ons  which  fet  one  mgn  {o  much 
above  another  are  very  little  perceived 
in  the  gloom  of  a  fick  chamber,  where 
it  will  be  vain  to  expeft  entertainment 
fix>m  the  gay,  or  inlhii£^ion  finom  the 
wife ;  whei«  all  human  glorv  is  oblite-  ^ 
rated,  the  wit  is  clouded,  tne  reafoner 
perplexed,  and  the  hero  fubdued^  where 
the  highefl  and  brightefl  of  mortal  be- 
ii^  finds  nothing  left  him  but  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  innocence. 

There  is  among  the  fragments  of  the 
Greek  poets  a  fhort  hymn  to  Health,  in 
which  her  power  of  exalting  the  happi- 
itefs  of  life,  of  heightening  the  gifts  of 
fortune,  and  addinfi^  enjoyment  to  oof- 
feffion,  is  inculcated  with  fo  much  force 
and  beauty,  that  no  one  who  has  ever 
languifhed  under  the  difcorofbrts  and  in- 
firmities of  a  lingering  dUeafe,  can  read 
it  without  feeling  the  images  dance  in  his 
heart,  and  adding  from  liis  own  expe- 
rienee  new  vi^ur  to  the  wl(h,  and  from 
his  own  imagmation  new  colours  to  the 

Ei^lure.  The  particular  occafion  of  this 
ttle  compofitionisnot  known,  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  author  had  been  fick, 
and  in  the  firft  raptures  of  returning  vi- 
gour addrelTed  Health  in  the  following 
manner; 

Mfri  ^tf  fM-UifAt 
Ti  XuieSfAtvn  /SiorSk' 

*£  I  yip  Tif  fi  tErXrrtf  X^**  ^  rtxitgfp 
Tic  tvial/Mvif  r'  ffvd^ttfmt;     - 

*Jttt  Tt;aXX«  ^tiOn  llfd^itVMQ  rif^tff 


Health,  moft  veneiaUe  ofthe  powers  of  Hea- 
ven !  with  thee  nay  the  remaimag  part  of 
ray  l<fe  be  paiTed,  nor  4o  thou  refufe  to 
blefs  me  with  thy  refidence.  For  whatever 
there  is  of  beauty  or  of  pleafure  in  wealth* 
in  defcendaiiti,  or  in  ibyereign  command, 
the  highefl  fummit  of  human  enjoyment, 
or  m  thofe  objefts  of  defire  which  we  en- 
deavour to  chafe  into  the  toils. of  lovej 
whatever  delight,  or-'whitever  kHact  is 
granted  by  the  celeftiali,  to  ibften  o«r  £i- 
dgnea,  in  thy  prefence,  thouparentof  liiip- 
pinefs,  all  thofe  joys  fpieadoutand  flou- 
ri/h)  in  diy  prcience  blooms  the  Spring  of 
pleafure,  and  without  thee  no  manishappy* 

Such  is  the  powerofhealth,  that  with- 
out it's  co-operation  every  other  comfort 
is  torpid  and  lifelefs,  as  the  powers  of 
vc^tation  v^ithout  the  f\m.    And  yet 
this  blifs  is  commonly  thrown  away  in\ 
thoughtlefs  negligence,  or  in  fbolifh  ex-   ] 
periments  on  our  own  fb^ngthj  we  let    ' 
itpcriih  without  remembering  if  s  value, 
or  wafle  it  to  (hew  how  much  we  have 
to  ipare}  it  is  foraetimes  given  up  tothe^, 
manararnent  of  levity  and  chance,  and  \ 
fbmetunes  fold  for  the  applanie  of  jolHty/ 
and  d<^>auchery. 

Health  is  equaUy  neglefled,  and  with 
equal  impropriety,  by  the  votaries  of 
bufinefs  and  the  followers  of  pleafure. 
Some  men  ruin  the  fabriek  of  t^ir  bo- 
dies by  inceilant  revels,  and  others  by 
intemperate  ftudies^  fomt  batter  it  by 
exce&,  and  others  fiup  it  by  inadivity. 
To  the  noify  route  ot  bacchanalian  riot- 
ers, it  will  be  to  little  purpose  that  ad- 
vice is  offered,  though  it  requires  no  great 
abilities  to  prove,  that  he  lofes  pkouiuv 
who  lofes  health;  their  damours  are  too 
loud  for  tho  whifpers  of  caution,  and 
they  run  the  courie  of  life  with  too  much 
precipitance  to  (lop  at  the  call  of  wiiiion]* 
Nor,  perhaps,  vml  they  that  are  bufied 
in  adding  thou  lands  to  tbou(andt>  pay 
much  regard  to  him  that  ftall  direft  them 
to  haften  more  dowly  to  thuir  wifhes- 
Yet,  (ince  lovers  of  money  are  generally 
cool,  deliberate  and  thoughtful,  they 
might  fiurely  confider,  that  the  greater 
mod  ou^ht  not  to  he  facnficcd  to  the  lefs. 
Heahh  is  certait^lv  more  vahitble  than 
money,  becaufe  it  is  by  hoJththat  moiwf 
is  procured ;  but  thoufknds  and  milMons 
are  of  finall  avail  to  alleviate  the  pro- 
traaed  tortures  of  the  goiit,.torepah- the 
broken  organs  of  ^cajSi,orn6ifdtatt  the 
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powers  of  digeftiofi*  Poverty  h,  iiideecl» 
ab  evU  from  which  we  naturally  fly  $  hut 
let  us  not  run  from  one  enemy  to  another, 
nor  take  ihelter  in  the  arms  of  ficknefs. 

ti        Prtjecert  Jmmam  I  fiiam  vcUatt  ^bert 

in  alto* 
NttMC  apeuftfiimi  tt  Sim  toleran  UUrtt ! 

For  healthful  indifenae  in  vain  they  pray» 
Ic  qmcft  of  wealth  who  throw  ckeir  lives  away. 

Thofe  who  loft,  their  health  in  an  ir- 
regolar  and  impetuous  purfuit  of  litersiry 
^compli^imentSy  are  yet  lefs  to  be  ex- 
ruled ;  for  they  oueht  to  know  that  the 
kxiy  is  not  forced  beyond  it's  ftrength, 


tij 


but  with  the  lofsof  mbiie  rigour  tlian  is 
ponportitfnate  to  tlie  eflfeft  produced; 
Whoever  takes  up  life  before-hand,  by 
depriving  himfelf  of  reft  and  refV«(hment, 
mutt  hot  otily  pay  back  the  hours,  but 
pSLj  them  back  with  iifufy ;  and  for  the 
gam  of  a  few  months  but  half  enjoyed^ 
mutt  glVe  lip  years  to  the  liftleflnds  of 
languor^  and  the  implacabiKty  of  pain; 
They  whofe  endeivour  is  mental  excel- 
lence, will  leflm  perhaps  too  late,  how 
much  it  is  cfndanfi^ered  by  difenfes  of  the 
bodv ;  and  find  that  knowledge  may  ea- 
(ily  he  loft  in  the  darts  of  melancnolyi 
the  flidits  of  impatience,  and  the  peevUh<» 
nefs  oT  decrepitude* 


N»XLIX.   TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4,  1750. 

ICON  OMKIS  MOElAft,  MtlTA^UE  fAltft  Mtl 
VITABIT  LIBITINAM,  Ut<^UX  EGO  FOSTIKA 
CRSSCAM  %,A\Sbt    aZCENt.  HoK. 

WHOLE  HORACi  SHALL   MOT    l)lE  J    HIS  iONGf  SMAll    SAVE 

THE  GEEATE8T  PORTION    FROM  TJtE  OREEOT  ORAVZ.  CrBBCHj 


TIE  iirft  motives  of  human  aflicms 
are  thoft  appetites  which  Provi- 
dence has  given  to  man  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth; 
bmned'iately  after  our  birth,  thirft  and 
hunger  incUnc  us  to  the  brcatt,  which 
we  £aw  by  inftinft,  like  other  young 
creatures,  and  when  we  are  fatisfied,  we 
czpiefs  our  untallnels  by  importunate 
and  incefl^t  cries,  till  we  have  obtained 
%  place  or  poftui-e  proper  for  rcpofc. 

TiMt  next  call  that  roufcs  us  from  a 
ftate  of  inaflivity,  is  that  of  our  pailions  j 
we  quickly  begin  to  be  fenHble  of  hope 
and  fear,  lovt  and  hatred,  defire  and 
averhon  j  thefe  arifing  from  the  power 
of  comptrifon  and  reflection,  extend 
their  range  wider,  as  otir  reafon  ftrength- 
ens,  and  our  knowU-dge  enlarges.  At 
£rft  we  have  no  thought  of  pain,  but 
when  we  a£hially  feel  it  j  we  afterwards 
begin  to  fear  it }  yet  not  before  it  ap- 
proaches us  very  nearly  i  but  by  degrees 
we  difcovcr  it  at  a  greater  diftance,  and 
find  it  lurking  in  remote  con  t'eviuenccs. 
Our  terror  in  time  improves  into  cau* 
tion,  and  we  learn  to  look  round  with  vi- 
gilance and  folicitude,  to  (iop  all  the 
aveniies  at  vAiich  milcry  can  enter,  and 
to  perfonn  or  endure  many  things  in 
thcmfelves  toilfome  and  unpleafing^  be- 
cauft  we  know  by  reafon,  or  by  expe- 
rience, tlut  out  labour  will  be  overba- 
lanced by  the  rewaid,  that  it  f^ill  ci- 


ther pro<;ure  fonie  poGtive  good,  or  avert 
feme  evil  greater  than  itftlf* 

But  l3  the  foul  advances  to  a  ftUIer 
exercift  of  it*s  powers,  the  animal  ap- 
petites, and  the  pafllons  immediate!/ 
arifing  feom  them,  are  not  (biflcient  to 
find  it  employment}  the  wants  of  naturt 
are  foon  iuppiied,  the  feai*  of  their  re-' 
turn  is  ealily  precluded,  and  fomething 
more  i»  neceflairy  to  relieve  the  bog  in- 
tervals of  ina,£tmty,  and  to  sive  thole 
faculties,  which  cannct  li«  wholly  qui* 
efcent,  fome  particular  dhrCtion.  For 
this  roUbn,  new  defiret  andartHicial  paf- 
iions  are  by  degi*ee|  produced  $  and^ 
ftom  havi|)g  wifl^s  only  in  confequence 
of  otir  wants,  we  begin  to  feel  wants  in 
confequence  of  our  wifhes  j  we  pcrfuscf^ 
ourfelvcs  to  fct  a  valcie  upon  things 
which  are  of  no  uft,  but  btcauft  wc  huvt 
^reed  to  value  them  j  thiz^s  which  caa 
neither  fatisfy  hunger,  ilor  mitigate  p:»in, 
nor  fccure  us  from  any  real  cajairity^ 
and  which,  therefore,  >^  find  of  no  ei^ 
teem  among  thofe  nations  whofe  aitlcfs 
and  barbarous  manners  keep  tliem  al- 
ways anxious  for  6ic  neceflafies  of  life. 

This  is  the  original  of  avaiice,  vanU 
ty,  ambition,  and  ^norally  ot  &11  thofe 
dieiires  which  ariic  trom  the  companion 
of  our  condition  with  that  of  other«« 
He  that  thioks  himfelf  poor,  becaufe  hi< 
neighbour  isripher;  he  that,  likeCa;liu-| 
woukl  rather  be  the  SttH  man  of  a  vil- 
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lagc,  than  tlic  fecond  in  the  capital  of 
the  world,  has  apparently  kindled  in 
hinifelf  defires  which  he  never  received 
from  nature,  and  a£^8  upon  principles 
cftabllflied  oidy  by  the  authority  of  cuf- 
tom. 

Oi  thofc  adfcititious  pa/Hong,  fome, 
as  avarice  and  envy,  arc  univcifally  con- 
demned; Ibme,  as  fricndfhip  and.^urio- 
lity,  generally  praifcd  :  but  there  are 
othei-s  about  which  .the  fuffVaiges  of  the 
wife  are  divided,  and  of  which  it  is 
doubted,  whether  they  tend  moft  to  pro- 
mote tlie  happinefs,  or  incrcafc  thcmi- 
fwrlcs  of  mankind. 

OF  this  ambiguous  and  difputablc 
kind  is  the  love  oi  fame,  a  defire  of  fill- 
ing the  minds  of  others  with  admiration, 
and  of  beingcelcbr.ited  by  geneiations  to 
come  with  praifes  which  wefhall  not  hear. 
This  ardour  has  been  conljdered  by 
(bme,  as  nothing  better  than  (plendid 
,-'""^adnefs,  as  a  flame  kindled  by  'pride, 
\  ftnd  fanned  by  foily  j  for  what,  lay  they, 
\  can  be  more  remote  from  wifdom,  than 
to  direSk  all  o«r  anions  by  the  hope  of 
that  which  is  not  td  cxill  till  we  ourfelves 
are  in  the  grave  ?  To  pant  after  that 
which  can  never-  be  polfcfled,  and  of 
which  the  value  thus  wildly  put  upon 
it,  arifcs  from  this  particular  condition, 
that,  duiing  life,  it  is  not  to  be  obtain- 
ed ?  To  gain  the  favour,  and  hear  the 
applaufes  of  our  contemporaries,  is  in- 
deed equally  defiraWe  with  any  other 
prerogative  of  iuperiority,  bccaufe  fame 
may  be  of  uic  to  fmootn  the  paths  of 
life,  to  terrify  oppofition,  and  fortify 
tranquililty  5  but  to  what  end  ftiall  we 
be  the  darlings  of  mankind,  when  we 
can  no  longer  receive  ^ny  benefits  from 
their  favour?  It  is  more  reaibnable  to 
wilh  for  rep'jtation,  while  it  may  yet  be 
tnioyed;  as  Anaci"eon  calls  upon  his 
companions  to  give  him  for  prelent  ufe 
the  wine  and  garlands  which  tlwy  pur- 
pofe  to  beftow  upon  his  tomb. 

•  The  advocates  for  the  love  of  farac 
allege  in  it*s  vindication,  that  it  is  a  paf- 
(ion  natural  and  univcrfal ;  a  flame  iight- 
ttl  by  Heaven,  and  always  burning  with 
{jreateft  vigour  in*  the  moft  enlarged  arid 
elevated  minds .  That  the  clcfire  of  be  - 
ing  praifed  by  poftcrity  implies  a  refb* 
lution  to  dcfcrva  their  praihrs,  and  that 
the  folly  charged  upon  it  is  only  a  no- 
ble and  di{Intcrelle<i  generofity,  which  is  . 
not -frit,  and  tbircfore  not  underftood, 
by  thofe  who  h:ivtf  btcn  always  accuf- 
tomcd  to  refer   every  thing  To  tkem- 


felvcs,  and  whofc  felfiihneft  has  cbii*  • 
trailed  their  underftandings.  That  the 
foul  of  man,  formed  for  eternal  life,  na- 
turally fprings  forwaixl  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  corporeal  exiflcncc,  and  rejoices 
to  confider  herfelf  as  co-operating  with 
future  ages,  and  as  co-extended  with 
endlefs  duration.  That  the  reproach 
urged  with  fo  much  petulance,  the  re- 
proach of  laboiu'ing  for  what  can- 
not be  enjoyed,  is  founded  on  an  opini- 
on which  may  with  gi"eat  probability  be 
doubted ;  for  fince  we  fuppofe  the  pow- 
ers of  the  foul  to  be  enlarged  by  it's  re- 
paration, why  fhould  we  conclude  that 
it*s  knowledc^  of  lublunary  trania^Uons 
is  contra£Vecf  or  ettinguifhcd  ? 

Upon  an  attentive  and  impartial  re- 
view of  the  argument,  it  will  appear  that 
the  love  of  f^e  is  to  be  reflated  ra- 
ther than  extinguifhed  i  ana  that  men 
fliould  be  taught  not  to  be  wholly  carc- 
Icii  about  their  mcmoiy,  but  to  endea- 
vour that  they  may  be  remembered  chief- 
ly for  their  virtues,  fince  no  other  repu« 
tation  will  be  able  to  tr^nfinit  any  pieav 
fure  beyond  the  grave. 

It  is  evident  tliat  fame,  confidcred 
merely  as  the  immortality  of  a  name,  is 
not  lels  rUcely  to  be  the  rewaixl  of  bad 
actions  than  of  good ;  be  therefore  has 
no  certain  principle  for  the  regulation  of 
his  condu6t,  whofe  fingle  aim  is  not  to 
be  tbrgotten.  And  hirtoiy  will  inform 
us,  that  this  blind  and  undiftinguiihcd 
appetite  of  renown  has  always  hetn.  un- 
certain in  it's  effects,  and  dire6led  by  ac-  ■: 
cident  or  opportunity,  indifferently  t» 
the  benefit  or  devnftation  of  the  world- 
When  Themiftocles  complained  that  the 
trophies  of  Miltiadcs  hindered  him  from 
fleep,  he  was  animated  by  them  to  per- 
fonn  the  fame  fcvvices  in  the  £une  cauie. 
But  Csfar,  when  he  vtrcpt  at  the  fide  of 
Alexander's  picture,  having  no  honeft 
opportunities  of  aflion,  let  ms  ambition 
bre^k  out  to  the  ruin  of  his  country. 

If,  therefore,  the  bvc  of  foroe  is  id 
far  indulged  by  the  mind  as  to  become 
independent  a»d  predominant,  it  is  dan- 
gerous and  irregular  j  but  it  may  be  ufe- 
fully  «nploycd  as  an  inferior  ami  iecon- 
dary  motive,  and  will  IJefvc  fonoetimes 
to  revive  our  aflivity,  when  we  begin  to 
languifh  and  lofe  fight  of  that  more  cer- 
tain, more  valuable,  and  moiY  durable 
reward,  which  ought  always  to  be  our 
firft  hope  and  our  laft.  ,  But  it  muft  b«v 
ftrongly  imprefled  upon  our  minds,  that  | 
victue  is  not  to  be  |)Uif\icd  as  ©nc  of  theJ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC    nWl^T 


THE   RAMBLER. 


JI5 


means  to  &{ne>  but  £une.to  be  accepted 
as  the  only  recompqpce  which  mortals 
can  btftow  on  virtue^  to  be  accepted  with 
complacence,  but  not  fought  with  eager- 
nefs.  Simply  to  be  remembered  is  no 
advantage  ^  it  is  a  privilage  which  iktire 
as  well  as  panegyrick  can  confer,  and  is 
pot  more  enjoyed  by  Titus  or  Conlbin- 
tine,  than  by  Timocreon  of  Rhodes,  of 
whcnn  we  only  know  from  his  epitaph, 
that  be  had  eaten  many  a  meal,  drank 
many  aflaggon,  and  uttered jnany  a  re- 
froaeb^ 


JMN  f  lor^y 
*Av0fiwtf(,  iuXfAtLi  Ti,uesf ^v  'Poho; • 

Th9  true  fatisfaflion  which  is  tq  be 
drawn  from  the  confcioufhefs  that  we 
(hall  ihare  the  attention  of  future  times, 
muft  arife  firom  the  hope,  that  with  our 
name  our  virtues  will  be  propagated  s 
and  that  thofe  whom  we  cannot  benefit 
in  our  lives,  may  receive  in^u6lion  from 
our  examples,  aiul  incitement  from  oui* 
renown. 


N"  L.   SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1750. 


CSTDKBANT  HOC  CtANDE  KBFAS,   XT  MOKTK  FIANDUM, 
•  I  JUVSNIS    VETVLO  NON  AtSURRIXXK AT,    ATK^yZ 
BAKBATO  CUICVNQVB  ruXX,   LICXT    IPSE  ▼lOERET 
?1.17BX  OOMI  FBAGA,    XT  MAJORES    GLANCIt    AC£RVOS« 


Jov. 


AND  RAD    NOT  MEN  THE    HOART  KXAD  REVER'd,      . 
AND    BOYS  VAZD  REV'rXNCK  WHEN    A  MAN    ArfEAR^D, 
BOTD   MUST  HAVX  DIED,    THO*  RICHER    SKINS  THEY  WORE, 
AND  SAW  MORE  HEArS    OP    ACORNS    JN     THEIR    STORE. 


I  Have  always  thoueht  it  the  bufincfsof 
thofc  who  turn  their  fpeculations  upon 
the  living  world,  to  commend  the  virtues, 
as  well  as  to  expofe  the  faults  of  their 
contemporai*ics,  and  to  confute  a  falfe  as 
well  as  to  fupport  a  jult  accufation  j  not 
pnly  becaufc  it  is  peculiarly  the  bufinefs 
of  a  monitor  to  keep  his  own  reputation 
untainted,  left  thofe  who  can  once  charge 
him  with  partiality  Ihould  indulge  them- 
ielves  afterwards  in  difbelieving  him  at 
plead^e;  but  becaufe  he  may  find  real 
gimes  fufficient  to  give  fullemplojanent 
to  caution  or  repentance,  without  dif- 
trafting'thc  miod  by  ne«llcl*s  fcruples 
and  vain  folicitudes. 

There  are  certain  fixed  and  ftated  re- 
proaches that  one  part  of  mankind  has 
uj  all  ages  thrown  upon  another,  which 
Vt  regularly  tranfinitted  through  conti- 
lued  mccemoils,  and  which  he  that  has 
once  fiiflfered  them  is  certain  to  ufe  with 
the  fame  undiftinguiihing  vehemence, 
when  he  has  changed  his  ftation,  and 
gained  the  prefcriptive  right  of  inflicting 
on  others  what  he  had  formerly  endured 
himfelf. 

To  thefc  hereditary  imputations,  of 
which  no  man 'fees  the  juftice  till  it  be- 
comes his  intcreft  to  fee  it,  very  little 
legard  is  to  be  (hewn ;  fince  it  does  not 
fippear  that  they  are  prod^c^  by  ratio- 


Creech. 

cination  or  enquiry,  but  received  impli- 
citly, or  caught  by  a  kind  or  inltantane- 
ous  contagion,  and  fupported  rather  by 
Willi  ngnefs  to  credit  than  ability  to  prove 
them. 

It  has  been  always  the  praftice  of  thoft 
who  are  delirous  to  believe  therafelves 
made  venerable  by  length  of  time,  to 
cenfure  the  newtomers  into  life,  for  wantv 
of  refpeft  to  g^  liairs  and  lage  experi^-  J 
ence,'  for  headyconfidence  in  their  ow^ 
undci-ftanilings,  for  hafty  coaciufions 
upon  partial  views,  fordifregardofcoun- 
fels  which  their  fathers  and  grandfues 
are  ready  to  affoixi  them,  and  a  rebel- 
lious  uupatience  of  that  fubordination  to 
which  youth  is  condemned  by  natui^,  as 
necefTary  to  it's  fecunty  from  evils  into 
which  it  would  be  othawife  precipitated 
by  the  rafhncls  of  paflion,  and  the  blind- 
nefs  of  »";aorance. 

EvCij  old  man  complains  of  the  grow- 
ing depravity  of  the  world,  of  the  petu- 
lance and  inlblehce  of  the  riling  genera- 
tion. He  recounts  the  decency  and  re- 
gulaiity  of  former  times,  and  celebi-ates 
the  difcipline  and  fobriety  of  the  age  in 
which  his  youdiwas  pafled;  a  happy  age 
which  is  now  no  more  to  be  expe«5led, 
fince  coni  uiion  has  broken  in  upon  the 
world,  and  thrown  down  all  the  bounda- 
ries of  civility  and  reverence. 

Pa  It 
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It  is  not  lufficicntly  coniidered  how 
much  he  iRumes  who  dares  to  claim  the 
privilege  of  complaining  :  for  as  evtrry 
man  has,  in  his  own  opinion,  a  fiill  /hare 
of  the  miferiesof  life,  he  is  inclined  to 
cpnfider  all  clamoix>u8  uneafiners  as  a 
proof  of  impatience  rather  ^^n  of  afflic- 
tion, and  to  alk,*  What  merit  has  this 
f  man  to  ihow,  by  which  he  has  acquired 

*  a  right  to  rppint  at  the  diilributions  of 
«  nature  ?  Or,  why  does  he  imagine  that 

*  exemptions  (houjd  be  granted  him  from 

*  the  geneial  condition  of  man?'  Wc  find 
ourieives  excited  rather  to  captioufneCs 
than  pity  i  and  inftead  of  bein^  in  hafte 
i^  (both  his  complaints  by  Ijrmpathir 
and  tendemefs,  we  enquire,  whether  the 

^  pain  be  proportionate  to  the  lamtntation  $ 
and  whether,  fuppofmgthe  affli6ltonrcal, 
it  is  not  the  etk&  of  vice  and  felly,  ra- 
ther than  calamity. 

The  queruloulnefs   and  indip^nation 
which  is  obfenred  (b  often  to  disfigure 
the  lad  ketie  of  life,  naturally  leads  us 
to  enquiries  like  thcfe.    For  furely  it 
will  be  thoufirht,   at  the  firft  view  of 
thingR,  that  if  age  be  thus  contemned  and 
ridiculed^  infuited  and   neglefled,   the 
crime  muft  at  leafl  be  equal  on  either 
part.    Thev  who  have  had  opportuni- 
ties of  eftablilhinp  their  authmty  over 
/*  minds  4H§,Ue  andmjrcfiftine,  they  who 
^*  fcivc  been  the  protStors  pf  l^lpldlhel>9 
Jind  the  inftnilors  of  ignorance,  and 
4f^ho  yet  retain  in  their  ownhands  the 
power  of  wealth,  and  tlRmgnity  of 
command,  muft  defeat  their  influence  by 
their  own  mifconduft,  and  make  ufe  of 
all  tbefc  advantages  with  very  little  (kill, 
if  they  cannot  fecure  to  thcmfelves  an 
^ppeai-nnce  of  refpe6V,  and  ward  off  open 
mockery,  and  declared  contempt. 

Thc'^nernl  ftory  of  mankind  will 
evince,  thit  lawful  and  fettled  authority 
is  very  fcldom  rcfiftcd  when  it  is  well 
eiYiployed.  Grofs  corruption,  or  evi- 
dent imbecility,  is  ncccrfarjr  to  the  fup- 
preflion  of  that  reverence  with  which  the 
majority  of  mankind  look  upon  their  go- 
vtrnors,  on  thofe  whom  tney  fee  mr- 
rounded  by  fplendour,  and  fortified  by 
power.  For  though  mep  are  drawn  by 
their  pafllons  into  torgetfuhiefs  of  invi- 
{ihh  rewards  and  njiniftiments,  yet  they 
krecafiiy  kept  obetmnt  to  thofe  who  have 
temporal  dominion  in  theip  hands,  till 
their  vcpiration  is  diflipated  by  fuch 
wickc(?ncfs  and  folly  as  can  neither  be 
(Jefcndcd  nor  concealeti. 
It  roay/thcixfore,  very  rcafonablybe 


fufpe£led  thit  the  old  draw  upon  thentf 
felves  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  infultt 
which  they  io  much  lament,  and  that 
age  is  rarely  de^ifed  but  when  it  is  con- 
temptible. If  men  imagine  that  ex- 
ccfs  of  debauchery  can  }x  made  reve- 
rend by  time,  that  knowledge  is  the  con- 
fe<juehce  of  long  life,  however  idhr  and 
thoughtlefsly  employed,  that  prionty  of 
brith  will  fupply  the  wkat  of  fteadineis 
or  honefty ;  can  -  it  raifc  much  wonder 
that  their  hopes  are  difappointed,  and 
that  they  fee  their  pofterity  rather  wil- 
ling to  truft  their  own  eyes  in  their  pro- 
grefs  into  life,  than  enlift  themfelves  xm- 
dcrguides  who  have  lofl  their  way  f 

There  are,  indeed,  many  truths  which 
thne  neceflarily  and  ctrtainly  teaches,  and 
which  mieht,  by  thofe  who  have  Jcvn- 
cd  them  from  experience,  be  comrooni* 
cated  to  their  fuccefibrs  at  a  cheaper  r^tej 
but  diftates,  though  liberally  enough 
beftowed,  are  generally  without  effe«} 
the  teacher  gains  few  profelytes  by  in- 
ftruflion  which  his  own  behaviour  con- 
tradifts;  and  voung  men  mifs  the  benefit 
of  counfel,  becaufe  they  are  not  very 
raady  to  believe  that  thofe  who  fall  be-  ' 
low  them  in  praAice  can  much  excel 
them  in  .theory.  Thus  tht  progrefs  of 
knowledge  is  retarded,  the  worid  u  kept 
bng  in  the  fame  ftate,  and  every  new 
race  is  to  gain  the  prudence  of  their  pre- 
dec^ors  hj  conunitting  and  redreibng 
the  fame  mifcarriages. 

To  fecure  to  the  old  that  influence 
which  they  .ane  willing  to  claim,  and 
which  might  fo  much  contribute  to  the 
improvempnt  of  the  aits  of  life,  it  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  that  they  mve  them* 
felves  up  to  the  duties  of  declining  years  j 
and  contenttdly  refign  to  youth  it's  levity, 
it's  pleafures,  it's  trolicks,  and  it's  fop- 
peries. It  is  a  hopehfs  endeavour  to 
unite  the  contrarieties  of  i'piing  and 
winter}  it  is  unjuft  to  claim  the  privileges 
of  age,  and  reuin  the  pla3rthings  of 
chiidhoood.  The  >'Oung  always  form 
magnificent  ideas  of  the  wildom  and 
gi-avity  of  men,  wtom  they  confider  as 
placed  at  a  diftance  from  them  in  the 
i-anks  of  exiftcnce  5  and  naturally  look 
on  thole  whom  they  find  trifling  with 
long  beards,  with  contempt  and  indigo 
nation,  like  that  which  women  feel  at 
the  eflieminacy  of  men.  If  dotards  will 
contend  with  boys  in  thofe  performances 
in  which  boys  muft  always  excel  them  i 
if  they  will  drcfs  crippled  limbs  in  em* 
broiderv-,  endeavom-  at  gaiety  with  fwU 
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teridg  voices^  and  darken  afTemblies  of 
pleaiore  with  the  ghaiUlnefs  of  difeafe  i 
dicjr  may  well  cxpeft  tliofc  who  find 
tbeirdiveriions  ob(lru£^ed  will  hoot  theo 
away;  and  that  if  theydefcend  to  com- 
petition with  youth»  they  mull  bear  the 
miblence  of  fticceisiiil  rivals. 

tuffifaiis,  edifliJatU  atfui  hihjfiii 
Tmfmt  ah'ure  tibi  e/L 

You^re  had  your  (hare  of  mirth>  of  meat  and 

drink; 
*Tis  dme  to  quit  the  fcene ,  *tis  time  to  think. 
£lphinston« 

Another  vice  of  age,  by  which  the 
riGng  generation  may  be  alienated  from 
it,  19  fevcrity  and  cenforioufnefs,  that 
gives  no  allowance  to  the  failings  of 
«arlf  life,  thnt  expels  artfiilnefs  from 
sUldhood,  and  conitancy  fix>m  youth. 


that  is  peremptory  in  every  con^mand, 
and  inexorable  to  every  failure.  There 
are  many  who  live  merely  to  hinder  hap- 
pinefs,  and  whole  defcendants  can  omy 
tell  of  lonjj  life,  that  it  produces  fufpi- 
cion,  malignity,  peeviflmef?,  and  pcr- 
fecution  t  and  yet  even  thele  tyrants  can 
talk  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  age,  curf^ 
their  heirs  for  impatience,  and  wondpr 
that  young  men  cannot  take  pleafure  1h 
their  fathers  company. 

He  that  would  pais  the  latter  part  of 
life  with  honour  and  decency,'  piuK, 
when  he  is  young,  confider  that  he  ihall 
one  day  be  old ;  and  remember^  v?hen  he 
is  old,  that  he  has  once  been  young. 
In  youth  he  muft  lay  up  knowledge  for 
his  fupport  when  his  powers  of  afting 
fhall  forfake  him  $  and  in  age  forbear  (o 
animadvert  with  rigour  on  faults  wluch 
expciiencc  only  can  corre6l. 


N'LI.  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  lo,  1750. 


•STULTWI  LABOR  EST  IHX?T1A«UM. 


now  rOQLISH  J8  THE  TOlt  tF  TtlPLIKG  CARES  ! 


Mart. 
Clfhikston. 


TO  THE  RA^fBLEX. 
Ill, 

AS  yoQ  have  alk>wed  a  place  in  your 
paper  to  Euphelia's  letters  from 
the  country,  ai^  appear  to  think  no 
fbnn  of  human  life  unworthy  of  your 
attention,  I  have  refolved,  after  many 
ftniggles  with  idleneis  and  difiidence, 
to  give  you  fome  account  of  my  enter- 
tainment in  this  ibber  leafon  of  univer- 
ial  Dptreat,  and  to  defcribe  to  you  the 
ooployments  of  thofe  who  look  with 
contempt  <m  the  pleafures  and  diver* 
fioQs  of  polite  life,  and  employ  all  their 
powers  f9f  cenfbre  and  inveaive  upon 
theufeleffiiefs,  vanity,  and  folly, of  drefs, 
*^,  and  converiation. 

When  a  tirefome  and  vexatious  journey 
of  four  days  had  brought  me  to  the  houie, 
^iiere  invitation,  regularly  fent  forfcven 
Tears  together^  had  at  laft  induced  me  to 
pa&  the  fummer,  I  was  ftuprized,  after 
die  didlities  of  my  firft  reception,  to  find, 
niftead  oi  the  leifiur  and  tranquillitv 
which  a  rural  life  always  promifes,  and, 
if  well  conduced,  might  always  afford, 
a  confufed  wildnefs  of  care,  and  a  tu- 
Bmitvoui  hurry  of  diligence,  by  which 


every  face  was  clouded,  and  every  motloa 
agitated.  The  old  lady,  who  was  my 
fathei**s  relation,  was  indeed  very  fuU 
of  the  happinefs  which  flie  received  from 
my  vifit,  and,  accordiiw^  to  the  forms  of 
obfolete  breeding,  infilled  that  I  fhould 
recompenfe  the  long  deby  of  my  com- 
pany with  a  promite  not  to  leave  her 
till  winter.  But,  amidft  all  her  kind- 
nefs  and  careffes,  ihe  very  frequently 
turned  her  head  afide,  and  whifpcred, 
with  anxious  eamednefs,  fome  otxier  to 
her  daughters,  which  never  failed  to 
fend  them  out  with  impolite  precipita- 
tiqp.  Sometimes  her  impatience  would 
not  fuffer  her  to  ftay  behind  j  fhe  begged 
my  pardon,  fhe  mu?i  leave  me  for  a  mo- 
ment J  fhe  went,  and  returned  and  fat 
down  again,  but  was  again  diflurbod  by 
fome  new  caie,  difmiffed  her  daughters 
with  the  fame  trepidation,  and  followed 
them  with  the  fame  countenance  of  bufi^ 
nefs  and  folicitude. 

.  However  I  was  alarmed  at  this  (hew 
of  eagernefs  and  difturbancc,  and  how- 
ever my  curiofity  was  excited  by  fucli 
bufy  preparations  as  naturally  promifed 
fome  greftt  ^evcnt,  I  was  yet  too  much  a 
fhangor 
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ftrancer  to  gratify  myfclf  with  cnquiiics  j 
but  miding  none  of  the  family  in  mourn- 
ing, I  pieafcd  myfelf  with  imagining 
that  I  moukl  rather  ice  a  wedding  than 
a  fijneral. 

At  iaft  we  iat  down  to  fupper,  when 
I  was  informcil  that  one  of^  the  ycifng 
ladies >  after  whom  I  thought  myfclf 
©Migcd  to  enquirt* ,  was  umlci'  a  necefllty 
of  utttfnding  fome  afair  that  ccujd  not 
be  negicwltd :  foon  aftei-ward  my  relation 
began  -to  talk  of  ihe  regubrlty  of  her 
familvy-and  the  inconvenience  of  Lon- 
don hours ;  and  at  lad  let  me  know  that 
they  had  propoM  that  night  to  go  to 
bed  iboncv  than  was  ufual,  oecavfe  they 
were  torife  early  in  the  morning  to  make 
^hccfecakcs.  This  hiat  fent  me  to  my 
chamhery  to  which  I  was  accompanied 
by  all  tbe  ladifs,  who  begged  me  to  ex - 
tuie  fomc  large  iieYcs  of  leaves  and  flow- 
ers that  cov^cd  two  thirds  of  the  floor, 
ibr  they  intended  to  diftil  them  when 
tliey  were  dry,  ?.nd  thcv  had  no  other 
room  that  fo  convtnicntly  received  the 
rifmg  fun. 

The  fctrnt  of  the  phnts  hindered  me 
from  i-cii,  and  therefore  I  rofc  eaily  in 
tlic  morning  with  a  reJolution  to  explore 
my  new  habitation.  I  llole unperceived 
by  my  bufy  coufms  into  the  garden, 
where  I  found  no  hing  either  more  great 
or  elegant,  than  in  the  fame  number  of 
acrcV  cultivated  for  the  market.  Of  the 
gardener,  I  foon  learned  that  his  lady 
was  the  greateft  manager  in  that  part  of 
the  countiy,  and  that  I  was  come  liither 
at  the  time  in  which  I  might  learn  to 
make  more  pickles  and  conferves,  than 
could  be  feen  at  any  other  houie  a  huh- 
dred  miles  round. 

It  was  not  long  before  her  ladyfliip 
«ve  me  fufRcient  opportunities  of  know- 
>ag  her  charafter,  for  (he  was  too  much 
plcafcd  with  her  own  accomplifluiients 
to  conceal  them ;  and  tcok  occafion,  from 
icxYiC  fwectmeats  which  (he  Ctt  next  day 
wpon  the  table,  to  difcourfc  for  two  long 
hour?,  upon  robs  and  gcllies  ;  laid  dorvn 
the  befl  method?,  of  ionfervingj'rtTcn'- 
inp,  and  prrfervinj;  all  forts  of  fruir  j 
told  Wi  with  great  mmemptof  the  Ixn- 
lion  lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  whom 
thefc  terms  wr re  very  often  corifounded  j 
and  hinted  how  much  (he  (bould  be  a- 
ijiam^d  to  Tct  before  cor  pany,  at  her  own 
houC,  fv.ct*ru*at«;  of  i'^  dark  a  ccloiir 
z%  fhr  had  often  leer,  at  Miftrcfs  Spright- 
ly's. 

It  h,  indccc!,  the  great  buHnefs  of  her 
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life,  to  watch  the  fkillet  on  the  Rxe,  t» 
fee  it  funmer  with  the  due  degree  of  heat, 
and  to  fnatch  it  off  at  the  moment  of  pro- 
je£lion ;  and  the  employments  to  which 
ihe  has  bred  her  daughters,  are  to  turn 
rofc-leaves  in  the  flude,  to  pick  out  thQ 
feeds  of  currants  with  a  quill,  to  gacthcr 
fhiit  without  biiiifmg  it,  and  to  cxfra^l 
bean-flowei'  water  for  the  ikin.  Such 
are  the  tafks  with  which  every  day,  finct 
I  came  hither,  has  begun  and^cnded,  to 
which  the  early  hours  of  life  are  facri- 
ficed,  and  in  which  that  time  is  ^9Sing 
5iway  which  never  fhall  return. 

But  to  realbn  or  expoftulate,  arehope- 
lefs  flkttempts.  The  hdy  has  fcttJcd  her 
opiiiions,  and  maintains  the  dignity  of 
her  own  performances  with  all  the  fe*m- 
nefs  of  Ihipidity  accuftomcd  to  be  flat- 
tened .  Her  daughters  having  never  feen 
any  Iwufe  but  Uieii:  own^  believe  their 
mother's  excellence  on  her  own  word. 
Hi-r  hufband  is  a  mere  fportfman,  who 
is  plear(;d  to  fee  his  table  well  funjiflied, 
and  thinks  the  day  fuificiently  fiiccefsfuf. 
in  wliich  he  brings  home  a  leaih  of  hares, 
to  be  potted  by  his  wife. 

After  a  few  days  I  pretended  t*  want 
books,  but  my  lady  ibon  told  mt  that 
none  of  her  books  woukt  fuit  my  tafte  i 
for  her  part,  flie  never  loved  to  fecyoung 
women  give  their  minds  to  llich  lollies, 
by  which  they  would  only  learn,  to  ufc 
haixl  words ;  /he  bred  up  ner  daughtcrt 
to  underftand  a  houft,  and  whoever 
(hould  marry  them,  if  they  knew  any 
thing  of  good  cookery,  would  never  n^ 
pent  it. 

There  are,  however,  (bme  things  in  the 
culinary  fcicnces  too  fublime  for  youth- 
ful intelle^Vs  j  myftwics  into  which  they 
muft  not' be  initiated  till  the  }'cars  of 
ferious  maturity,  and  which  are  referred 
to  the  day  of  marriage^  as  the  fuprcme 
qualification  for  connubial  life.  She 
makes  an  onnge  pudding,  which  is  the 
envy  of  all  the  neighbourhood,  and  which 
Ihcins  hitherto  found  means  of  mixing 
and  bakinp^  with  fecrecy,  that  the  ingrc- 
dient  to  which  it  o\%*es  it's  flavour  has 
never  been  difcovercd.  She,  indeed, 
condu£ls  this  great  affair  with  all  the 
caution  that  human  policy  can  fugJTf"* 
It  is  ncvtr  known  Wore-hand  when 
this  pudding v.-ill  be  produced?  fhetakCf 
the  ingredients  privately  into  her  ov^ 
clofcr,  tnnploys  Iwjr  maids  anddaughtfrs 
in  different  parts  of  the  houfe,  orders 
the  oven  to  be  heated  for  a  pie,  and  place* 
the  pudding  in  it  w^th  her  own  han^i 
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the  moutli  of  the  oven  is  then  ftoppcd, 
and  aJI  enquiriet  are  vain. 

The  compofition  of  the  pudding  /he 
has,  howercr,  promifed  Clarinda,  that 
W  (he  pleafes  her  in  marriage,  fhc  ffiall 
be  told  without  rcfervc.  But  the  art  of 
maxing  Englifh  capers  (he  has  not  yet 
perfuadcd  herfelf  todifcover;  but  feems 
rc&Avtd  that  fecret  fliall  perifti  with  her, 
as  Ibmc  akhymifts  have  obftinately  fup- 
prciTed  the  art  of  tranfmwting  metals, 

I  once  ventured  to  lay  ray-  fingers  on 
fcec  book  of  receipts,  wjiich  fhe  Iclt  upon 
the  uble,  having  intelligence  that  a  vei- 
Cck  of  goofebeiTy-wine  had  burft  the 
lioops.  But  though  the  impoitancc  of 
the  tvent  fufficientfy  cngrofTeil  her  care, 
^o  prevent  any  rccone6lion  of  the  danger 
to  which  her  fecrets  -were  expofed,  I 
was  not  able  to  make  uie  of  the  golden 
moments  5  for  this  trcafure  of  hereditary 
knowledge  was  (b  Well  concealed  by  the 
manner  of  fpelling  ufed  by  her  grand- 
mother, her  mother,  ami  hVrlelf,  that  1 
-was  totally  unable  to  undcrftand  it,  and 
loft  the  opportunity  of  confulting  the 
oracle,  for  want  of  knowing  the  lan- 
guage in  wliich  it's  anfwers  were  re- 
turned. 

It  is,  indeed,  necelTary,  if  I  have  any 
Tegani  to  her  ladyiblp's  c^eem,  that  I 
feo\ild  apply  myfelf  to  fomc  of  thcfe 
Economical  accomplifliraents  j  for  I  over- 
lieard  her,  two  days  ago,  warning  her 
daughters,  by  my  mournful  example, 
-agafnft  negligence  of  paftry,  and  \rtio- 
rance  in  carving :  *  Foi-yow  law,"  faid  ftitf, 

*  that,  with allhcr  pieteniions  to  know- 

*  ledge,  ihe  turned  the  partridge  the 
*■  wrong  way  when  fhe  attempted  to  cut 

*  it,  and,  I  believe,  fcarcdy  knows  the 

*  dikerence  between  pafte  i-ailcd,  and 

*  pifte  in  a  dini."" 

The  reafon,  Mr-  Rambler,  why  I 
liavelaid  Lady  Buftle's  chara5ler  before 
you,  is  a  defirc  to  be  informed  whethci'. 
In  yonr  opinion,  it  i«  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, and  whether  I  ftiall  throw  away  the 
books  which  I  hare  hitherto  thought  it 
my  duty  to  read,  for  The  Laiffs  Clofet 
Opened^  fhe  Complete  Ser-vant  Maid, 
4nd  Tie  Court  Cook,  and  refign  all  cu- 
oofity  after  right  and  wrong,  for  the  art 


of  fcalding  damafccncs  without  burfting 
them,  and  preferving  the  whitenefs  of 
pickled  muinrooms. 

Lady  Buftle  has,  indeed,  by  this  in- 
ceflant  application  to  fruits  and  flowers, 
conti-afaed  her  cares  into  a  narrow  fpace* 
and  let  licrfelf  free  from  many  perplexi- 
ties with  which  other  minds  are  difturb- 
ed.  She  has  no  curiofity  after  the  events 
of  a  war,  or  the  fate  of  heroes  in  dif- 
ti'efsj  ihe  can  hear,  without  the  leall 
emotion,  the  ravage  of  a  fire,  or  dcval- 
tations  of  a  ftorm ;  her  neighbom-s  gprow 
rich  or  poor^  come  into  the  work!  pr  g9 
out  of  It,  without  regard,  while  fhe  is 
preffing  the  gdly-bag,  or  airing  the 
ftore-room^  but  I  cannot  percwve  that 
ihe  is  more  free  from  difqxiiets  than  thole 
whofe  underftandings  take  a  wider 
range.  Her  marigolds,  when  they  are  al- 
moft  cured,  are  often  fcatcered  by  tlie 
^ind,  and  tfie  rain  fometimcs  fiills  upom 
fruit  when  it  ought  to  be  gathered  dry. 
While  her  artificial  wines  arc  ferment- 
ing, her  whole  life  is  reftlcflhefs  and 
anxiety.  Her  fweetmeats  are  not  al- 
ways bright ;  and  the  maid  fometimcs 
forgets  tne  jull  proportions  of  fait  and 
pepper,  when  veuifon  is  to  be  bakcfl- 
Her  conferves  mould,  her  wines  four, 
and  pickles  mother ;  and,  like  aU  the 
reft  of  mankind,  (he  is  erery  day  mor- 
tified with  the  defeat  of  her  ft: hemes, 
and  the  difappointment  of  her  hopes. 

With  regard  to  vice  and  virtue  flie 
feems  a  kirtd  of  neutral  being.  She  has 
no  crime  but  luxur>',  nor  any  virtue  but 
chaftlty;  fhe  has  no  defire  to  be  praifed 
but  for  her  cookery,  nor  wifhf  s  any  ill 
to  the  reft  of  mankind,  but  that  when- 
ever they  afpire  to  a  feaft,  their  cuftards 
may  be  wheyifh,  and  their  pie-crulH 
tow^h. 

I  am  now  very  impatient  to  know 
whether  I  am  to  liok  on  thefe  ladies  as 
the  great  patterns  of  our  fex,  and  tu 
confider  conferves  and  picklw  as  the 
bufmefs  of  my  life ;  whether  thecenfui-ei 
which  I  now  fuffer  be  ju ft;  and  whether 
the  brewers  of  wines,  and  the  diftillers 
of  walhes,  have  a  right  to  look  with  in- 
Iblence  on  the  weakncls  of 
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i—      ■         ■^VOTIIS  rLXKTI  THXteiVS  KXKOt 
SiSTX  MOOVM,  OlXlTy  NKQ.UV  XNIM  FOETUNA  ^UKUEMDA 
KOLA  TtlA    EST,  llMILXt  ALIQEUM  EXSPXCK  CASUI» 
MITIUI  itTA  FEEXt* 


OVIB* 


SOW  orr  iv  vain  the  soh  or  mtstoi  sAiHy 

TKS  STOEMY  SOXEOWS  BE  WITH  FATIENCE  LAID? 
KOE  AEE  THY  rORTVNEt  TO  EX  WEPT  ALONSJ  . 
VEIGH  OTHKES  WOCt,  AKD  LEAEK  TO  BSAE  TMY  OWft* 


Catcott^ 


AMONG  the  various  methods  of 
confolatioiiy  to  which  the  miferies 
Infcparable  from  our  prefcnt  ftate  have 
given  occaTion,  it  has  been>  at  I  have 
^kpAdy  remarked,  recommended  by  fome 
writers  to  put  the  fuifcrer  in  mind  of 
heavier  pi-emu-es,  and  more  excruciating 
caUniities,  than  thofe  of  which  he  hat 
hJmreif  reafon  to  complain. 

This  has,  in  all  ages,  been  dire6led 
tnd  praftifcd^  and,  in  confonnity  to 
this  cuftom,  Lipfius,  the  great  modern 
maimer  of  the  Sroick.  philofophy,  has  in 
his  celebrated  trcatifc  on  fteaJimfs  of 
viind^  codeavoui  c<l  to  fortify  the  brcaft 
a^inft  too  much  fenfibility  of  misfor- 
tune, by  enumtrating  the  evils  wliich 
have  in  former  tgct  fallen  up«n  the 
world,  the  devaftation  of  wide-extended 
regions,  the  fack  of  cities,  and  maflacre 
ofnationt*  And  the  common  voice  of 
the  multitude  uninllrufted  bfy  precept, 
and  unprejudiced  by  autliority,  which, 
in  queitions  that  relate  to  the  heart  of 
man,  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  deciiivc 
than  the  kaming  of  Lipfius,  feems  to 
juftify  the  efficacy  of  this  procedure-,  for 
one  of  the  firrf  coniforts  wliich  one 
neio-hbour  adminii^ers  to  another,  is  a 
fcmiDn  of  the  like  int'dicity,  combined 
with  circumftunces  of  greater  bittcrncfs, 

-*  But  this  medicine  of  the  mind  Is  like 
inany  remedies  applied  to  the  body,  of 
^ii^uch,  though  we  fee  the  efle^s,  we  are 
imacquaintcd  with  the  manner  of  opera- 
tion, andrf which,  theicforc,  fome,  who 
are  trawilUng  to  fuppofe  any  thing  out 
of  the  reach  of  their  own  fiigacity,  have 
been  inclined  to  doubt  whether  they 
liavc  really  thofe  viitues  for  which  they 
are  celebrated,  and  whether,  tjieir  repu- 
titiofi  is  not  the  mere  gift  of  fancy,  prc- 

JiiJicc,  and  credulity. 

Coniblation,  or  comfort,  arc  words 
which,  in  their  proper  acceptation,  fig- 
ftify  ior«}e  alleviation  of  tlut  pain   to 


which  it  it  not  in  our  power  to  afibrd  th« 
proper  and  adequate  remedy ;  they  im- 
ply rather  an  augnvrntation  of  the  pow> 
er  of  bearing,  than  a  diminution  of  the 
burthen.  A  prifoner  it  relieved  by  hlin 
that  fets  him  at  liberty,  but  received 
comfort  from  fuch  as  fuegeft  confidera- 
tions  by  which  he  it  made  patient  under 
the  inconvenience  of  confinement.  To 
that  grief  which  arifct  from  a  great  loGs, 
he  only  biings  the  true  remedy,  who 
makes  his  friend*s  condition  the  fame  as 
before  \  but  he  nuy  be  properly  termed 
a  comforter,  who  by  penuaGon  extenu- 
ates the  pain  ofpoverty,  and  ihews,  in 
the  ftyle  of  Hehod,  tluit  half  is  more 
than  the  nvbofe- 

It  is,  perhapsrfK>t  immediately  ob- 
vious, how  it  can  lull  the  memory  of 
misfortune,  or  appcafe  the  throbbmgt 
of  angutfh,  to  hear  that  others  are  more 
miierable ;  others,  periiap»,  unknown,  or 
wholly  indifferent,  whofeprofperityraifes 
no  envy,  and  whofe  fall  can  eratify  no 
refentment.     Some  topicks  <»  comfort 
arifing,  like  that  which  gave  hope  and 
fpirit  to  the  captive  of  Sefo^s,  from 
the  perpetual  viciflitudes  of  life,   and 
mutabihty  of  human  affairs,  may  as  pro- 
perly raife  the  deje^ed  as  depreft  the 
proud,  and  have  an  immediate  tendency 
to  exhilarate  and  revive.    But  how  caii 
it  avail  the  man  vfho  languiihes  in  the  V 
gloom  of  foiTow,  without  firofpeft  of  ^  j 
emerging  iiito  the  funlhiuQ  of  cheerful-   / 
nefs,  to  Tiear  that  others  are  funk  yet  >,^ 
deeper  in  the  dungeon  of  mifery,  (hack-  ^\ 
led  with  heavier  chains,  and  furrotmdcd      ) 
with  dark  defperation  ?  ■  ^^ 

The  folace  arifirig  from  this  cooBder* 
ation  (eems  indeed  the  wcakeft  of  all 
others,  and  is  perhaps  never  properly  ap-  "* 
plied,  but  in  cafes  where  there  it  oo 
place  for  relie^liom  of  more  fpeedy  and 
pleadng  efficacy.  But  e\'en  from  fuck 
calamiuea  lift  it  by  no  means  free;  s 
thouiaodi 
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tlM3Di(bid  nis  ineurabky  a  thoufand  lofifes 
irrqiarable,  a  thoufand  difficulties  infur- 
noimta^ai^k^ovnif  orwillbe.kmiwn, 
by  all  the  fbus  oFmcn.  Native  defonnlty 
cannot  be  re6lifiedy  a  dead  friend  cannot 
return,  and  the  hours  of  vonth  trifled 
away  in  folly*  or  bft  in  Hcxne&y  cannot 
be  reftored. 

Under  the  oppreflion  of  fuch  melan- 
cbbly,  it  has  been  found  uiefid  to  take 
a-ftiTVcy  of  the  world,  to  contemplate 
tbb'  Tarious  fcenes  of  diftrefs  in  vyoiich 
irtmkind  are  ftruggling^  round  us,  and 
acqtuunt  oxtrfelvcs  with  the  terrtbiles  *vifu 
yorwrf^— the  various  (hapes  of  milery, 
wliich  make  havock  of  terreftrial  happi- 
nefs,  range  all  comei-s  alitioft  without 
refiraint,  trample  down  our  hopes  at  the 
hour  of  harveft,  and  when  we  have  built 
our  Ichemes  to  the  top,  ruin  their  foun- 
dations. 

-The  firft  cffeft  of  thh  meditation  is, 
that  it  fbmifhes  a  new  employment  for 
the  mind,  and  engages  thepaflionson  re- 
moter objects  ;  as  kings  have  fometimes 
freed  thcmfelves  fi-om  a  fubjeft  too 
baugbty  to  be  governed,  and  too  power- 
ful to  oe  crufhed,  by  pofting  him  in  a 
I  difbuit  profvince,  tSl  his  popularity  has 
£xbfx!ed,  er  his  pride  beitn  repreiTed. 
The  attention  is  difiipated  by  variety, 
and  afts  more  weakly  upon  any  fingle 
part,- as  that  torrent  may  be  drawn  off  to 
diflerent  channds,  which,  pouring  down 
in  one  colle^ed  body,  can]K>t  be  reiifted. 
This  fpecies of  comfort  is,  therefoie,  un- . 
avaifing  in  fevere  paroxylins  of  corpo- 
ral pain,  when  the  mind  is  every  inilant 
called  back  to  mifery,  and  in  the  fir  ft 
ihock  of  any  fndden  evil;  but  will  c^*- 
tainly  be  of  ufe  asainft  encroaching  me- 
lancholy, and  a  iettled  habit  of  gloomy 
chou^ts. 

It  IS  ftirther  advantageous,  as  it  flip- 
pl^  us  with  opportunities  of  making 
companions  in  our  own  favour.  We 
know  that  very  little  of  the  pain,  or  plea- 
iure,  which  dors  not  begin  and  end  in  our 
jcnfes,  is  othcrwife  than  relative  5  wt  are 
rich  or  poof,  gteat  or  little,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  that  excel  us,  or  fall 
beneath  as,  in  any  of  thefe  refi)e£ls  $  and 
thereforri  a  man  whofe  uneafinefs  arifes 
from  reflexion  on  any  misfortune  that 
thnE)ws  him  below  thofb  with  whom  he 
was  once  equal,  is  comforted  by  finding 
that  he  is  not  yet  loweft. . 

There  is  ^Cnocher  kind  of  compar^fon 
lefs  temling  towards  the  vke  of  eiii^,  ver^ 
wdl  illufh-ated  by  an  vld  poet,  whd& 


fffbm  will  not  afford  many  reafonable 
motives  to  content.    *  It  is,'  fays  he,  ^ 

*  pltiaiing  to  look  £ram  fhore  upon  the  \ 
f  tumults  of  a  ftorm,  and  to  fee  a  fhip  <  * 
^fhnggUne  with  the  billows)  it  ispleaf-  j  j 

*  ing,  not  becaufe  the  pain  of  another  '  / 

*  can  give  us  delight,  but  becaufe  we/ 
*-  have  a  fhxjnger  impreflion  of  the  hapr 

«  pinefs  of  fafetv/  Thus,  when  we  iodc 
abroad^  and  benc^d  the  multitudes  that 
are  vroaning  under  evils  heavier  than 
thoie  which  we  have  experienced,  we 
ihrink  back  to  our  o^vn  ftate,  and,  in-  ' 
ftead  of  repining  that  Co  much  mud  be 
felt,  learn  to  rejoice  that  we  have  not 
more  to  feel. 

By  this  obfervatiott  of  themiferies  of 
others,  fortitude  is  fbengthened,  and 
the  mind  brought  to  a  more  exteniive 
kliowledgeofher  own  powers.  As  the  ' 
heroes ota^lion  catch  the  flame  from  one 
another,  fo  they  to  whom  Providence  has- 
allotted  the  haixlertafk  of  fuffering  with 
calmoefs  and  dignity,  may  animate  thcm- 
felves by  the  remembrance  of  thofe  evils 
which  have  been  laid  on  others,  perhaps 
naturally  as  weak  as  themfelves,  and 
bear  up  with  vigour  and  relblution  a- 
eainfl  their-  own  opprefHons,  when  they 
fee  it  poflible  that  more  fevere  aflli^Uons 
msLv  be  borne. 

There  is  ilill  another  reafon  why,  to 
many  minds,  the  relation  of  other  men^s 
infehcitv  may  give  a  lafling  and  conti- 
nual relief.  Some,  not  well  inHrufled 
in  the  meaiures  by  whicK  Providence  dif- 
tributcshappinefs,  are  perhaps  miiled  by 
divines,  wno,  as  Bellarmine  makes  tem^ 
poral  profjperity  one  of  the  chara£lers  oi 
the  true  dnurch,  have  reprefented  wealth 
and  eafe  as  the  certain  concomitants  of 
.virtue,  and  the  un&iling  refult  of  the  • 
Divine  approbation.  Such  fuflerers  are 
,deje£ted  m  their  misfortiines,  not  fo 
much  for  what  they  feel,  as  for  what 
they  dread ;  not  becaufe  they  cannot  fup- 
port  the  fbri^ws,  or  endure  the  wan;s, 
of  their  prefent  condition,  but  becaufe 
they  confidcr  them  as  only  the  b^in- 
nings  of  more  fliarp  and  more  laSing 
paiQS.  To  tfaefe  mourmcs  it  is  an  a6t  ot 
the  hightft  charity  to  reprefent  the  cala« 
mities  which  not  only  virtue  has  furred, 
but  virtue  iias  h^corred ;  to  inform  them 
that  one^  cfvidcnce  ^f  a  future  "ftate  is  the 
uncertainty  of  any  prefent  reward  for 
goodnefsjaijidto  rfcmmd  them,  fromtht 
hig^eft  authority,  of  the  dlftreflfes  and  pe- 
nury of  men  of  ^ho;n  the  *worId^as  not 
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TM  E  R  E  IS  fcarcdy  among  the  £  vilt 

ilr^-adej  as  PovcrtV-  Every  or  her  fpe- 
C lis  of  raiTer),  tlioi^j  who  are  jitjt nioch. 
accuikmicd  to  dlfturb  the  prcfent  mo- 
n^rtif  with  reflcfVion,  can  ea%  forget, 
bcc^tifcit  IS  not  a  I  way*  forced  u^^n  uieur 
ttgard :  but  it  is  impoifibkto  paffi  i  daj 
qrau  hour  in  theconflttxes  of  men »  wifh- 
one  feeing;  how  much  indigence  is  c%- 
pofed  to  contumely  t  r>cglcftp  and  tnfuH  i 
ftijd,  in  it^9  low^fl  Ibtt,  to  hunger  and 
nakedntffii  to  bjuncs  againil  which 
every  piiffion  i*  in  anrii,  and  to  wont* 
which  nature  cannot  fu(lain» 

Agairkft  other  cvik  the  heart  h  often 
kirdened  by  f  riie  or  by  fa  he  notions  of 
dimity  andrc^putation:  thus  wc  fee  dan- 
gers of  evtiy  kind  faced  with  willing- 
ncfsj  befayle  braverj'  in  a  good  or  had 
cd\jfc  is  jievci-  witliout  it'«  cncomiails 
an  J  admliTts,  But  in  the  profpc^t  of  po- 
verty thcjce,  is  nothing  but  gloom  and 
tnel-incholy^  the  mind  and  body  fuffer 
tn^cther  i  it*a  miferie*  himg  no  alLvia- 
tions  J  it  is  a  Jlatc  In  which  every  virtue 
h  oWcurcd,  and  in  which  no  coudu£l 
rut  avtjid  reproach  ^  a  ftatc  in  which 
cheer fulnefe  is  infcnlibility,  and  dejec- 
liQCi  ftillennefs,  of  which  the  hardih4ps 
are  without  hOToui,  and  the  lalH>nr* 
a«  without  rew-^rd. 

Of  thcf^  czlamiucs  there  ktm^  not  to 
be,  wanting^  a  scncral  couvifllonj  we 
bear  on  every  fit&lhe  noiic  of  trade,  and 
fee  the  ftrcets  thjiojigcd  ifith  niunil>ei'ieis 
multittides*  whofe  fa<xs  are  clouded  with 
atiTtietTT,  andwhoie  ftcps  ntt  hutiied  hy 
pr^Ctpitalioiv  ^*^"^  "^  other  motive  than 
tb^  hope  of  gaiai  aitJ  the  whole  \voild 
h  put  In  mgumi  hy  the  defire  of  thi^ 
wcaUh(  which  ifl  cliitfiy  to  be  valued  ii> 
if  Lcu^ti  us  fron{ po Vttty ;  for  it  i j  mpi  c 
ulV£bl  fisT  dcfenctf  than  acquijitionj  and 
i&  not  fo  mochablc  to  procure  ,^c.<id  ,t^ 
to  txclude  e^-iL 

Yet  there  ^^  always  fouie  TA-hqf^  JO^ 
fion^  or  foliie^  Lc«4  tbq;n  to  a  conduil 
ofipofit^  to  the  gtiierai  m^Lxim^  njid  prac- 
tict.of.  mankind  I  ratnc  wjia  f«m  to  tUfti 

Vi.     *  J 


i»vith  ^ipJ^  otbcrl  «voic!  It j  who  fte  tbtir, 
revenqcs  houflv  lefleDotf  axK)  the  eftata 
which  they  inherit  from  thc^  anceftoa| 
mpulderiQil  a^way^  without  rejCoIudoo  to^ 
ciumge  th^tc  cqur/e  qf  It^  {  Wlio  perft* 
,  Ycr^  again^  s^l  remonlb^et,  and  gO; 
forwaiH  with  ftU  career,  thoi^h  they! 
fee  before  them  the  pxtci^i^  pf  deftruc- 
tioi>, 

tt  is  not  i^y  lytrrpoTe*  in  tli^s  paper* 
to  expodulate  with  fpch  a&  ruin  their 
fortunes  by  expenfive  fchemea  of  build- 
ing apdL  gardens,  wHicb  tkqr  carry  on 
wna  the  faine  vajiity.  that  prompted  tJiem 
to  begin ;  chufii\g,  as  it.  nappens  in  a. 
thoufand  other  cafes^  the  remote  evil  be* 
fore  the  lighter,  and  defeiring  the  jfhame 
of  repentance  till  tW  incujr  thcmUeriea 
ofd>/beft.     Thoi/elor  wiwml.iJatcad 
my  prefent  ;^a]L9niMon|^  aiietlbi^thoughe- 
IeiS|,  the  negligent  anddxe  di/Tolpte-i  whf: 
having,  l?y  the  vjcroufoeff.of  tl<cj^  ovkh 
inclinations^  or  the  fedvcexpeiits  of  alluf'- 
ing  eompfinions,  been  engaged  in  h^biti^ 
otcxpcncc,  ap4  accHftomed.to  mow  19 
a  certain  round  of  pleafuret  dlipcQUMr- 
tioned  to  their  condition,  are  witbbuC 
power  to  extricate  themfdves  ftom  tb» 
inchantmeuts  o£,  cuftom,  avoid  dKr^gbt 
begaufe  they  know  it  will  be  painSi]^ 
and  continue  fipm  day,  to  day,  andfironr 
month  to  month,  to  anticipate  tl^ir  rB« 
venues,  and  fink:  eveiy  hour  deeper  iq^., 
the  gulphs  of  udiiy  and  extortion'. 

This.fojly  has,  leTs^claim  t9  pity,  b«t 
cayfe  it  cwQOtbe  imputed  to  tnevehe* 
mence  of.liKJden  pafliou;  nor  can  the 
raifchief  which  it  pr0duce5.bc  extenuat- 
ed,as  the  efFcft  of  any  finglc  a£l>  which 
rage  or  defirc  n^ight  .execute  before  thcrd 
could  be  tlnic  for  an  appeal  to  reafoi). 
Thefe  nacn  arp  advincjng.  towards  mi»  ^ 
^«y  by.  fi^.j^ip^chcs,  and  dcftroying 
thcpifehrcfi  not  by  the  violence  of  A^ 
blqw,  wjvicli,  when  once  given,  can  n(S»., 
veil  be  recalled,,  bjat  by  allow  poiibn#.  t 
hourly^r^eMcd*  and  obftiiiately  coa^ir  / 
nued.  .  y 

XbUiUWj^iia  is  fo  abfurd  when  it  i« 
.cxamlneijij^  the  unprejudiced  eyeof  ra-r 
tiofl^^flg^pjti  tiatnothii^bu^cxper  .. 
A  T  ricnc€ 
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mbftlraat  it  li,  the  fndila  ftU  of 
£nxtiiet*  ittd  die  (nMen  ri&  of  olher), 
•rov*  k  to  be  commoo  $  and  every  year 
^es  many  vrrtchet  redtfced  to  &iaMttpt 
and  want  by  dieir  coftly  (acrifices  to 
pieaAire  and  vanity* 

It  is  the  fate  of  almoft  every  pafliony 
when  it  has  paded  the  bounds  which  na- 
fnre  prtfcribesy  to  counteraft  it^s  own 
purpofes.  Too  much  rage  hiiKlers  the 
4««rrior  from  circumfpe^ony  too  much 
leagemeis  of  profit  hurts  the,  credit  of 
the  trader*  too  much  ardour  takes  away 
from  the  lover  that  eafinefs  of  addrels 
with  which  ladies  are  delij^hted •  Thus 
cjitravagance^  though  di£bt^  bv  va- 
Bttyy  ao3  incited  by  voluptuoufnefs,  (el« 
dm  procures  ultimately  ^ther  app}auie 
orpleaf^rr. 

if  praife  be  juftly  eflimated  by  the  cha- 
fsdcr  of  tho(e  from  wh«m  it  is  received, 
Httle  fatiffii^on  ^oiHbegiT^  ^ttfie 
i^endthrift  by  the  encomiums  which  he 
purcha&s.  For  who  are  they  that  ani- 
mate him  in  his  purfuits,  but  young 
■KB,  thoughtlefs  and  abandoned  like 
hhnftlf  s  unacquainted  with  all  on  which 
the  wifjom  of  nations  has  imnrefled  the 
ftamp  of  exceUence,  and  devoid  alike  of 
icBowledge  and  of  virtue?  By  whom  is 
Itts  proitifion  orufed,  but  by  wretches 
ivho  Gonfider  nim  as  fubiervient  to  their 
pvpo(es»  Sirens  that  endce  him  to  fhip- 
wncky  find  Cyclops  that  are  gajung  to 
4evottr  him. 

Eviry  man  whofe  knowledee*  or  whofe 

virtQe^can  give  value  to  his  opmion,  looks 

vndi  fcanif  or  pity,  neither  of  which  can 

fjhrd  mvuh  gratification  to  pride»  on 

lum  whom  the  panders  of  luxury  have 

drawn  into  the  curie  of  their  infmenc^ ; 

and  whom  he  fees  parcelled  out  among 

diedifierent  minifl^of  fblly»  ai)d  about 

to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  taylors  and  jockies. 

yitttert  and  attomies,  who  at  once  rob  and 

fidicukhimjandwhoarefecretlytriumph'* 

ing over  his  weaknef^»  when  they  prefent 

fM!w  incitements  to  his  appetite^ancl  heigh? 

ten  his  defiros  by  counterfeited  applaufe. 

Sudi  is  the  pndfe  that  is  purchafed  by 

prodig^ty»    Even  when  it  is  yet  not 

difcoverea  to  be  faUe,  it  is  the  praife  only 

cf  thofe  whom  it  is  reproachful  to  pleafe, 

imd  who^  fincerity  is  corrupted  by  their 

iatcfeft;  men  vdioliveby  the  riots  which 

ihcy  encourage,  and  who  know  that  when  « 

f*yer  dieir  pupil  grow*  wife,  they  fhall 

W(^  tljdr  fwar»    Vf t  with  fuch  ftat-r 


terfes,  ff  Aey»al!4aft,WiAt^hcdrav- 
fl!^of  vanStyi  whiariifafen  very  di- 
ntaie,  Be  fktisfied}  but  the^tiine  is  al- 
ways  halEehing  forward  When  this  tri- 
umph, poor  is  it  is»  fh^iill  taniih,  add 
when  thofe  who  now  furround  him  with 
obfequioufhefs  and  compliments,  fawn 
among  his  equipage,  and  animate  his 
riots,  (hail  turn  upon  him  with  iniblence, 
and  rebroach  him  with  the  vices  pro- 
moted by  themfclves. 

And  as  little  pretennons  has  the  man 
wlio  fquanders  nis  efbte  by  vain  or  vi- 
cious expences,  to  greater  degrees  of 
pleafure  than  are  ob^oed  by  odiers. 
To  make  any  happinefs  fmcere,  it  is 
neceflary  that  we  believe  it  to  be  Ufting ; 
fince  whatever  we  fuppoie  ourfelves  in 
dan^of  lofing,  mi|fti>e  enjoyed  with 
folicitude  and  uneaiinefs }  and  the  more 
value  we  fet  upon  it,  the  more  muft  the 
prefent  poflefJiop  be  imbittcred.  How 
can  he  tlyn.be  envied  for  his  felicity, 
wlio  knows  that  it*s  continuance  cannot 
be  expe6led^  and  who  is  confcious  that 
a  very  fhort  time  will  give  him  up  to  the 
gripe  of  poverty,  which  will  be  harder 
to  be  bonie,  as  he  )uis  given  way  to  more 
excefleSf  wantonea  m  greater  abun- 
daiice,  and  indulged  his  appetites  with 
more  profufenefs  ? 

It  appear?  evident  that  fiiigality  is  ne- 
ceflary  even  to  complete  the  pleafure  of 
expence;  for  it  may  be  generally  remarked 
of^  thofe  who  fquander  what  they  know 
their  fortune  not  fufficient  to  allow,  that 
in  their  moft  jovial  expence  there  always 
breaks  out  foitie  proof  of  difcontent  and 
impatience ;  they  either  fcatter  with  a 
kimi  of  wUd  defperation,  and  a(fe£ked 
lavidmefs,  as  criminals  brave  the  gal- 
lows when  they  cannot  cCcsap^  it,  or  pay 
their  money  with  a  peevi(h  anxiety,  and 
endeavour  at  once  to  fpend  idh',  and  to 
faytf  meanly :  havii^  neither  nrmnefs  t  > 
deny  their  pafTwns,' nor  coxiragc  to  gra-» 
tify  them,  thpy  munnur  at  their  own 
enjoyments,  and  poifon  the  bowl  of  plea-  "^ 
fure  by  reflexion  on  the  co/t,  .  > 

Among  thcfe  men  there  is  often  tho 
vociferation  cf  merriment,  hut  very  fd- 
dom  the  tranquillity  of  checrfulnefs ; 
they  inflame  their  imaginations  to  a  kind 
of  moiTtemary  jollity,  by  th-  help  of  wine 
and  rioti  and  cpnfincr  it  as  the  drU  bu- 
fincfs  of  the  night  to  Itupify  rccoUedtion, 
and  lay  that  r^on  ailecp  which  difhirbs 
tlieir  gaiety,  and  calls  uj>on  tlicni  to  n;-» 
tr^at  Jtam  fMM», 

Q^^  But 
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But  this  poor  broken  &tu£i6Uon  is 
of  fliort  contiiraaDce>  and  muft  be  ex- 
piated i^y  a  Jong  ieries  of  mileiy  and 
regret.  In  a  ihort  time  the  creditor 
grows  impatient,  the  laA.  acre  it  fold. 


the  paflions  and  afipetitet  ftiH  contimie 
their  tyranny,  with  inceiTant  calh  for 
their  ufnal  gratifications,  and  the  re* 
niainder  of  Ufe  paifes  away  in  vain  ror 
pentaoce,  or  impotent  deiirc. 


END  Of  THE  FIK6T  TOLUME, 
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PAY  rKXtSES  ON  THE    UIEtS  OF  DAY, 
AND  M00N8  IKCREASE  TO  THXXft    DECAY  J 
BUT    yOtr,VlTH  THOUGHTLESS    P|tXDE    XLATS9 
VNCO)<SCI0V8  or  IMPENDING     FATEj 
COMMAND    THE  ^ILLAR^D  DOME     TO   RISE, 
WHXN>   10  !    THY  TOMB  TORGOTTEN  LIRg. 
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»»» 


IHavebrtely  bten  called,  from  a  mingled 
life  of  buuads  and  amufement,  to  at- 
tcsid  tlie  kft  hours  of  an  old  firiend ;  an 
office  which  has  filkdme,  if  not  with  me- 
UmcKdy,  at  Icaft  with  ferions  r^e6lions, 
and  tuniddm^  thoughts  towiirds  the  con- 
templation ofthofe  fubjcfts  whfch,though 
of  tne  utmoft  importimce,  and  of  indubi- 
table  certainty,  are  generally  lecluded 
from  our  regard,  by  the  jollity  of  health, 
the  hurry  ofcn^loymcnt,  and  even  by  the 
cahner  diverfions  of  ftudy  and  fpecula- 
tion ;  or  if  they  become  accidental  topicks 
of  converfation  and  argument,  yet  rarely 
fink  deep  into  the  heart,  but  give  occaiion 
only  to  iome  fubtiities  of  rcafoning,  or  ele- 
gancies of  declamation,  which  are  heard, 
SLj^oidcd,  and  fbigotten. 
^ft  is,  indeed,  not  bird  to  conceive 
how  a  man  accuftomed  to  extend  hi$ 
views  thnnigh  a  k>ng  conoftenation  of 
cauies  and  tSeBt,  to  trace  things  from 
their  or^n  to  their  period,  and  coropaie 
means  with  ends,  may  diicover  the 
weakneft  df  human  fchemes  i  d^efi  the^ 


fallacies  by  which  mortals  arc  deluded  % 
iliewthe  infufficicncy  of  wealth,  honoxu-s", 
and  power,  to  real  happineft ;  andplcaib 
hirtiwlf  and  his  auditoi-s  with  l*imed 
le^res  on  the  vanity  of  Kfe. 

But  thouffh  the  fpeculatift  may  fee  and 
fhew  the  folly  of  teni?ltrial  hopes,  fears, 
and  defires,  every  hour  will  pve  proofii 
that  he  never  felt  it.  Trace  him  throi^ 
the  day  or  year,  and  you  will  find  lum 
ailing  upon  principles  which  he  has  in 
common  witn  the  illiterate  and  unen- 
lightened, angry  and  plcafcd  like  thp 
loweft  of  the  vulgar,  pud'uing,  with  the 
fame  ardour,  the  fame  defigns ;  grafoing, 
with  all  the  eageniefs  of  tranfport,  thole 
riches  which  he  knows  he  cannot  keep; 
and  fwelUng  with  the  applaufe  -w^ich  he 
has  gained  by  proving  that  applaufe  is  of 
no  value.  *       * 

The  only  convi6lion  tliat  rufhes  upon 
the  Ibul,  and  takes  away  from  our  ap-i 
petites  smd  pailions  the  power  of  refin- 
ance, is  to  be  found,  where  I  have  re- 
ceived it,  at  the  bed  of  a  dying  friend. 
To  enter  this  fchool  of  wifdora  is  not 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  geometricians  j 

th« 
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the  moft  fttbUme  and  important  precepts 
fvqiure  v6  uncbininoii  opportumtiefl} 
nor  laborious  pi«paration$i  they  are  en- 

.  Ibrctd  ^^^hoTct  m  aid  of  etocpisnce)  flnd 
vmderftood  without  (kill  in  analvtick  fci- 
CDce.  Every  tonfue  caQ  utter  theni»  a&d 
every  underftanoing  can  conceive  them. 
He  that  wiihes  in  eameft  to  obtain  juft 
icaittmcats  concemtiig  his  coDcUtion»  ami 
'waoid  ht  intimate^  acquaintadindththe 
^Rroitd>  may  find  AftnifUons  on  every 
fide.  He  that  defires  to  enter  behindtiie 
Arene,  which  every  art  has  bean  employ- 
ed to  decorate,  and  eveiy  pailion  labours 
to  illuminate,  and  wiflics  to  fee  Hfe 
ftripped  of  thoie  omanients  ^^Hch  make 
it  ^tter  on  the  ttAgt,  and  expofM  ih  it^s 
natural  meannefs,  impotence,  and  na* 
kednefs,  may  find  all  the  deluiion  laid 
open  in  the  chamber  of  difeai^ :  he  win 

•  there  find  vanity  diveded  of  her  robes, 
power  deprived  of  her  fccptre,  and  hy- 
pocrify  without  her  xxodik. 

The  friend  whom  I  have  loft  was  a 
man  eminent  for  genius ;  and.  Kite  0tl)efs 

,  of  the  ikme  dafs,  fufHcientlynledtd  with 
acceptance  and  applaui^.  Bein?  card^ 
fed  by  thofc  who  have  prsfermrats  and 
nches  in  their  dlfpofali  ^t'  confiderecl 
bimfelf  as  iu  the  dire^  road  of  advancer 
mcnt,  and  had  caught  the  flame  of  am- 
bition by  approaches,  to  itYobjeft*  But 
In  the  midn  of  his  hopes,  hit  pi^5l« 
and  bis  Baieties,  he  was  feized  by  a  lin-i 
eerir|*  diinTe,  which,^  from  it*s  firH 
ftate,  he  knew  to  be  incurable.  Heic 
^nas  an  end  of  ilU  his  vi{M«6  of  gftat- 
nefs  and  happtneCs ;  from  the  firft  hottr 
that  his  hei^h  declined,  all  his  ibrtaMr 
pleasures  grew  tafteleis.  Ua^  fiiends  ej^ 
pe£l(dtopleaie  Him  by  thoft  aooouifis 
pf  the  growth  of  bis  reputation,-  which 
wece  fbnnerly  certain  ot  beix)g  well  re- 
ceivcd}  but  they  foon  fiound  how  little 
be  was.  now  atte£^§d  by  compliment^, 
and  how  vainly  they  attempted;  by  fiait- 
tery,  to  exhilarate  the  lan^porof  wMk- 
peft,  and  relieve  the  folicitude  of  a^ 

C:hing  death.  Whoever  woald  know 
mn&  piety  and  virtue  iurpafs  all 
external  goods,   rhisht  hci-e  hsM  fsen 
them  weired  againS  each  other,,  ^'here 
,^dl  that  gLve%  motion  to  the  a^^inre^  artrf 
;  {  elevation  to  the  eminent,  all  that  fpm^ 
\  kles  in  the  rare  of  hope,  and  pants  ia 
'  the  bofom  of^  fii^icioa,  at  once  became 
dull  in  the  balance,  without  weight  and 
without  regard.    Riches,  authority,  and 
^aife,  lofe  all  their  influent  when  they 
are  confi4er<4  ^  rkhes  whicl^  to-mor« 


row  fludl  be  beftowed  upon  sbotha^^oi* 
thonty  wmcsi  natt  this  night  expltt^Mr 
ever,  and  praiie  which,  however  msriied* 
or  ho«^va-  lina^re,  Ihall,  after  a  Sw 
moments,  be  heard  no  more. 

In  thofe  horns  of  ferioufnefs  and  wi(U 

4om,  nothinfir  appeared  to  raiie  his  fpi- 

rits,  or  gladden  his  heart,  hot  the  recot  - 

leflioa<!if  afts  of  g«)dnefs,  nar to  t%^ 

'  cite  his  attention  but  ^nne  opportunity^ 

for  the  excrcile  of  Ihc  duties  ^frefigion. 

Every  thing  that  terminated  on  this  fide 

of  (fa«  oiave  was  received  with  coldnefa 

and  indifference,  and  regarded  rather 

»  confeouence  of  the  hamt  of  valuing 

it,  than  brom  any  opmionthat  it  tfoferv- 

ed  value  $  it  had  little  mote  prevalence 

^yer  his  mind  thaw  a  bubble  ^t  was 

/  no\V  broken,  a  dream  from  which  he 

V  was  awake*  His  whole  powers  were  cn- 

grolTed  by  the  confideration  of  another 

itate,  aod  all  converiation  wa^  tedious 

that  had  not  fome  tendency  to  difengage 

him  from  human  affairs,  and  to  open  his  . 

I*ofj^e^  tftfo  ftittirity.    , 

It  is  tio^  p^  J  wfc  havt  ctofed  hiseyetn 
and  heard  him  brtatlie  (he  groan  of  ex- 
feiratidf!.  At  the  fij^ht  of  this  laft  con- 
ni£!,  1  felt  a  fenfiition  never  known  to 
me  before  j  a  confufion  of  pafiions,  an 
awful  (HliiKffs  of  fbrrow,  a  gloomy  ter- 
rour  ^thant.a  naoa.  The  tmoghts  that 
entered  my  foul  were  too  ftrong  to  badi^i* 
yerted^and  too  piecing  tef  be  endarei's 
but  fuch  violenct  m^n»t  fek  Mii^  Ae 
f^orm  fubfidod  ia>  IhoFt  tim<,  I  vMpt, 
retired,,  and  gy?ew  eaitiw 

I  havte  tawtk  thai  taiHe  fttauently  feu 
votved  ia  my  mindr  tito  M&9f  whkli 
the  oblervatiort'  of  dba|^  pnodnoea  i^ 
thoie  who  are  no^  wMly  withoji^  the 
power  and  uie  oi  nfte^^oa  f  fiw  b^  hm- 
the  greater  part  it  is- whouy  unctganlcdi^ 
their  friends  an4^  th^f  oi^miea  Mt  into 
the  grave  without  rasifin^  any  UHCoroftioii 
emotion,  or  i^miadUig  them  that  thfejF 
are  dicmfeiycs  on  the  e^-^  the  piv- 
cipice,  and  that  ^thtfn^tt  ten  plu^f^ 
'  into  the  gulph  of*  etintity«: . 

It  fctoi*  to  me  reln^rlM^  tW  (taalh 
increafes  our  vensratiaif  jfor  the  ^pa, 
and^ extennatvft  mu*  hatfed  of  tbe  pd* 
Thote  virtuea  which-oncf  w^  envied,  a^ 
Horaoe  obfcf>ve6r  befcauilb  ^m^etUkf&i 
ourowA,  can  now  ao  longirdb^ruft-our 
reputation,  and  we  have  theP«lol«Nn9,iik- 
tereft  to  f^^preie.  their  pr«ft^  TbaiL 
>MHokQdnefs  whieh  we  beared  ior  it*s  91ft-; 
lignity  isnow  become  impotent  i  andthq 

mm  wbpft  name  fiiW  ^^  wW*  s»lajTn. 
GooqIc     ^ 
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aojfArai^e,  andindignatlon^  can«r  hA  be 
«aDfite«d  only  witl>  pity  or  contempts 

WKen  a  fr&id  U  carried  to  hit  grave> 
w«  at  once  foul  excufeifor  every  weak- 
sd^  and  palliations  of  every  fsmit  j  we 
recolle^athoolkn4t>idl;iUinent$,  whicfa 
bcf  jre  glided  off  our  minds  withdat  im- 
|if«ffion>  a  thouiand  favoura  tuirepsudy  a 
^Jifffffrwd"  duties  unperformed ;  and  wiih» 
valhly  wKh,  iwrhis  rettuny  not  fo  muck 
that  we  may  receive,  a8  that  we  may  be- 
lUyw  hm»ine(^^d  necoropenie  tliat  kind* 
nd^  wbKli  before  we  never  i^iderftoodf 

Tlxre  b  notf  peiiiaps,  to  a  mind  well 
imftnided,  a  more  painful  occurrencef^ 
tkan  tlie  death  of  one  whom  we  h^ive  in- 
jured withoot  reparation*  Our  crime 
r^eeoQ  now  icretrievable;  it  Is  indeliblj 
rec«rded^  and  the  ftampcf  fate  is  fixed 
uoon  it.  We  con£der,*with  tlic  moft 
afls^Teanguifh,  the  pain  which  we  hare 
giyen,  and  now  cannot  alleviate,  and 
the  loflea  which  we  have  cauiedt  and 
nan  caBMot  repair. 

Of  the  fame  kind  are  the  emotions 
wkicb  the  death  of  an  emulator  or  eom- 
petitor  produces.  Whoever  had  quali- 
ciet  fo  alarm  o«r  j^ooTv^  had  excel- 
lence to  deferre  our  fondnefs;  and  to 
wlutever  vdour  of  oppoiition  intereft^ 
inyy  inibnae  us,  no  man  ever  outlived  ap 
caediy  wbom  Ik  did  not  then  wi(h,  to 


have  m^e  a  friend,  Thofe  who  joe 
verfcd  in  literary  hiflory  kiiow,  that  dw 
elder  Scaliger  was  the  redoubted  aatago-*- 
nift  of  Cardan  and  Erafinus  $'  yet  ajbtlie 
death  c^  each  of  hit  great  rivals  he  re- 
lented, and  complained  that  they  were 
ihatched  away  irom  him  before  thei;-  le^ 
conciliation  was  eoihpleted^ 

T«(F<0f  €tUm faottrh  f  ^!   ft^wte  Rrtfwis^ 
Erajmef 
AttttiUus  qttamjk^  ccndSstutjmorT 

Art  ^i3^  too  fallen?  fjc%  safer  could  fvifidet 
And  love  return,  hat  great  £nUnius  died? 

Such  are  the  featimcats  witii  wbidi 
we  finally  review  the  effcds  of  p3iIioB» 
but  whicn  we  foofietimes  delay  till  we  ^m. 
no  longer  rectify  our  errors.  Let  ua 
therefoinenaake  hafte  to  do  what  we  ftalt 
ter^atnly  ajt  laft  wiih  to  hanredone  j  let  us 
retxim  the  careflss  of  our  friends,  and 
endeavour  by  mutual  endearments  io 
hmghten  that  teademefs  which  is  the 
balm  of  life«  Let  us  be  quick  to  re- 
pent of  injuriea  while  repentance  may 
not  be  a  barren  angnifli,  aad  let -us  open 
our  eyes  to  evjery  rival  escceUeacc^  and 
pay  early  and  willingly  thofft  faonoura 
which  ju^e  wiU  coajpel  us  tp  pay  at^ 

.  Athanatvs. 
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A  BB-v-is  j>irrEaxKT  ebom  a  tomb* 

Cbbbcb* 


I 


1*  Hsve^been  but  a  little  time  conver*- 
-  ter  in  the  ^orld,  wt  I  havealceady 
htH^'ittm^mt  opportumties  of  obferrinz 
tfaeliede  eificaty  of  reitionlhaoce  and 
com^tnt,  WdcK  faowfvcr,e3ctQrted  by 
<Kipf«(rion,  or  fupported  by  realbn,  are' 
dei^ded*  by-one  nart  of  the  world  as  re- 
bittksy  ccnfiiFcd  bj  afiother  as  peevUh^ 


nefa>  by.lome  heard  witb  an  appeannce 
of.  coispaifion,  only  to  betray  any  of 
thoie.  fallies  o£  vehemence'  and  refent^ 
mcnt  winch  .ane  apt  txy  break  out  upon 
encouragement,4]Klby  others  pafTed  over 
wiih  inai£ferenceandneg|e£l>  as  mattcra 
in  which  they  have  no  concern,  and 
which)  i£  they )  lho4ld  fndoavour  tq  ez^ 
amine  or  regulate,  they  nu^t  draw  roi^• 
chief  upon  themfclvei^DyGoOgle 

Yet 
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Yet  fince  it  lano  IcTs  natural/for  tbofe 
Who  think,  thcmiclvcs  injuitid  to  com- 
plain, than  for  others  to  neglcft  their 
complaints,  I  Ihall  vcntulre  to  lay  my 
die  betbre  jfou,  in  hopes  that  yoli  will 
enforce  my  opinion,  if  yoli  think  it  juft, 
ot  endeavour  to  rcdlify  my  Tfntiments, 
if  I  am  mirtaktn.  I  c;cpeft  at  Icalt,  that 
you  will  divcft  yourtelf  of  partiality, 
and  thajt  whatcvci;  your  a^c  or  Iclcmniiy 
irfay  be,  yott  will  not  wioi  the  dotard's 
iuiolence  pronounce  me  ignoi^t  and 
ibolifti,  pen'erfc  and  refractor)-,  only  be- 
canfc  you  perceive  that  I  am  young. 

My  father  dying  when  I  was  but  ten 
•year*,  old,  left  me,  and  a  brother  two 
)tars  younger  than  myfelf,  to  the  care  of 
my  mother,  a  woman  of  4>irth  and  edu- 
cation, whofc  prudence  or  virtue  he  had 
IM  reaibn  to  dittruft*  She  felt,  for  fome 
tunc,  all  the  Ibrrow  which  nature  calls 
forth,  upon  the  final  fcparation  of  per- 
4bns>dear  to  one  anotheij  and  as  her 
grief  was  exhauftvd  by  it's  own  violence, 
it  I'ub(kied  into  tendemefs  for  me  and 
my  brother;  and  the  year  of  mourning 
was  fuent  in  careiTes,  confolations,  am 
initnilHon,  in  celebration  of  my  father's 
virtues,  in  prdfeflTions  of  perpetual  re- 
ganl  to  his  ij^mory,  and  hourly  inftan- 
ces  of  fuch  fondnei's  as  gratitude  will 
Ifot  eafily  fufFer  me  to  fwget. 

■But  when  the  team  of  this  moumfol  fe- 
licity was  expired,and  my  mot  her  J4>pear- 
cd  again  witlioat  the  enfigns  of  forrow, 
tlie  bdies  of  her  acquaintance  began  to 
tell  h«:r,  upon  whatever  motives,  that  it 
was  tune  to  live  like  the  reft  of  the 
woild ;  a  powerful  argument,  which  is 
feWom  ufed  to  a  womin  without  effefl. 
Lady  Giddy  was  inceltmtly  relating  the 
occun-enccs  of  the  town;  and  Mrs. 
Gravely  told  her-  privately,  with  great 
tendcrnefs,  that  it  oegan  to  be  publickly 
ohi^rved  how  much  ihe  overacted  her 
part,  and  that  moft  of  her  acquaintance 
iufpefled  her  hope  of  pixKruring  another 
hulband  to  be  the  true^und  of  all  that 
appearance  of  tendernels  and  piety. 

All  the  ofRcioufhefs  of  kindnefs  and 
folly  vww  bufied  to  change  her  condu6l. 
She  was  ;U  one  time  alarmed  with  qen- 
fufe,  and  at  another  fired  with  praife. 
She  wat  told  of  balls,  where  others  (hone 
only  becaufe  (he  was  abfcnt ;  of  new  co- 
medies to  which  all  the  tovm  was  croud- 
ingi  and  of  manv  ingenioos  ironies, 
by  which  domeftick  diligeiice  was  made 
contemptiMc. 

It  is  difficult  foe  virtue  to.lbnd  alone 


againil  fear  on  one  fide,  ^xA  pleafiire  on 
the  other;    efpecially  when  no  a^ual 
crime  is  propofed,  and  prtidence  kfclf 
can  fuggeft  many  realbus  for  relaxation 
and  inaulgence.     My  iniunina  was  aC 
laid  perAiaded  to  accompany  Mrs.  Gid- 
dy to  a  play.      She  was  received  with 
a  boundlers  profufion  of  compliments, 
and  attended  home  by  a  very  fine  gcn« 
tleman.  Next  day  flic  was  with  lefs  diffi- 
culty prevailed  on  to  play  at  Mrs.  Grave- 
ly's,  and  came  home  gay  and  lively  s  for 
the  diftinfUons  that  nad  been  paid  her 
awakened  her  vaility,  and  good  luck  h^ 
kept  her  principles  of  frugality  from  giv- 
ing her  difhirbance.   She  now  made  ner 
lecond  entrance  into  the  world,  and  her 
friends  were  fufficicntly  induftrioua  to 
prevent  any  return  to  her  former  lifo  ; 
every  morning  brought  meHages  of  in- 
vitation, and  every  evening  was  pafied 
in  place*  of  diveHion,  from  which  flic 
for  fome  time  complained  that  flie  had 
rather  be  abfent.  In  a  fhort  time  flie  be- 
gan to  foci  the  happinefs  of  a£ling  with- 
out controul,  of  being  unaccountable  for 
her  houi-s,  her  expences,  and  her  com- 
pany ;  and  learned  by  degrees  to  drop 
an  expr&Hion  of  contempt  or  pity  at  the 
'  mention  of  laJic6  whole  hufoands  were 
fufpefted  of  reltk-aining  their  pleafures,  or 
their  play,  and  confelied  that  flte  loved 
to  go  and  come  as  flic  pleafed. 

1  was  ilill  favoured  with  fome  inci- 
dental precepts  and  tranfient  endnr<^ 
ments,  and  was  now  and  then  fondly 
kifled  for  finiling  like  my  papa:  butraoft 
part  of  her  morning  was  fpent  in  com- 
paring  the  opinion  of  her  maid  and  mil- 
liner, contriving  fome  variation  in  her 
drefs,  vifiting  ihops,  and  fending  com- 
pliments ;  and  the  rcit  of  the  day  was 
too  flK)rt  for  vilits,  cards,  plays,,  and 
concerts. 

She  ndw  began  to  difcovcrthat  it  wat 
ImpoflTible  to  edubate  thildren  properly 
at  nome.  Parents  could  not  have  them 
always  in  their  fight ;  the  fociety  of  fer- 
vants  vjras  contagiovs;  company  produc- 
ed boldnefs  and  Ipirit ;  emulation  excit- 
ed induflry ;  and  a  large  fchool  was  na- 
^  turally  the  firft  flsp  mto  the  open  world. 
*  A  thoufand  other  reifuns  flie  alledged, 
Ibmc  of  little  force  in  th^mfdves,  but  fo  « 
well  leconded  by  .pleafuie,  vanity,  and  * 
idlenefs,  that  they  foon  overcame  all  the 
remaining,   pi-inciplcfr  of  felndneis  and.j 

Siety;  and  b6th  I  and  my  brother  .were  ' 
ilpatched  to  boarding  fcnools. 
IIoW  my  mamma  fpeot  hertinie  when 
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Att  was  thtu  dlfburthened  I  am  not  able 
to  inform  you,  but  I  hare  realbo  to  be- 
lieve that  rriilet  and  amU&menIs  took 
ftill  fafter  hold  of  her  heart.  At  firii  ihe 
vifited  me  at  fchooU  and  afterwards 
5Mrrote  to  me ;  but  in  a  (hort  titte,  both 
lier  vilits  andher  letters  were  at  an  end  ; 
and  no  other  notice  was  taken  of  me 
than  to  remit  money  for  my  fupport^ 

When  1  came  home  at  the  vacation^ 
I  found  my  feif  coldly  received,  with  an 
obfayatloa— *  That  this  girlwillprefent- 

*  ly  be  a  woman.*  I  was,  after  the  ulual 
'4by,  fent  to  fchool  again,  and  orerheard 
my  mother  fiiy,  as  I  was  a  going,  *  Well, 

*  now  I  {hall  recover^* 

In  fix  months  more  I  came  :igain ; 
and,  with  theufual  childifh  alacrity,  was 
running  to  my  mother^s  embrace,  when 
iie  ftopt  me  with  exclamations  at  the 
fuddcnneis  and  enormity  of  my  growth, 
having,  (he  faid,  never  ieen  any  body 
ihoot  up  to  much  at  my  s^.  S]ne  was 
-iure  no  other  girls  fpreadat  that  rate,  and 
ihe  hated  to  have  children  look  like  wo- 
men before  their  tune.  I  was  difcon- 
cfrteA,  and  retired  without  hearing  any 
thing  more  than—'  Nay,  if  you  are  an- 

*  grf9  Madam  Steeple,  you  may  walk  off.'' 

When  once  the  forms  of  civility  are 
violated,  there  remains  little  hope  of  re- 
tuna  to  Jdndnefs  or  decency.  My  mam- 
ma made  this  appearance  of  refentment 
a  reaibn  for  continuing  her  malignity ; 
tnd  poor  Miff  Maypole,  for  thiu  was 

•my  appeilatioti,  was  never  mentioned  or 
ipokeo  to  but  with  fome  expreifion  of 

-  anger  or  diHike. 

She  had  yet  thepIeaAire  ofdrtfTing  me 

•like a  child;' and  I  know  not  wlien  I 
Ibould  have  been  tb6ught  fit  to  change 
my  habit,'  had  I  no(  been  refcued  by  a 
maiden  fifter  of  my  father,  who  could 
not  bear  to  fee  women  in  hanging, 
fleeves,  and  therefore  orefented  me  with 
brocade  for  a  gown,  for  which  I  fhouki 
have  thoueht  myl'elf  under  great  obliga- 
tions, had  fhe  not  accompanied  her  fa- 
vour with  fome  hints  that  my  mamma 
might  DOW  confider  her  age,  and  give 


me  her  ear-rings,  which  fhe  had  fhewn 
long  enough  in  publick  places. 

I  now  left  the  fchool,  and  camotp  live 
with  my  mamma,  who  coniidei-ed  me  as 
an  ufurper  that  had  feized  the  rights  of  a 
woman  before  they  were  due,  and  was 
pufhing  her  down  the  precipict:  of  age, 
that  I  miglit  reign  without  a  fuperior. 
While  I  am  thus  beheld  with  jealouy 
and  fufpiciony  yon  will  readily  believe 
that  it  is  difficult  to  pleafe.  Every  word 
and  look  is  an  pfFence.  I  never  fpeak, 
but  I  pretend  to  fome  qualities  and  ex- 
cellenaes,  which  it  is  criminal  to  pbf- 
fefs  ;  if  I  am  gay,  fhe  thinks  it  early 
enough  to  coquette;  if  I  am  grave,  fhe 
hates  a  prude  in  bibs ;  if  I  venture  into 
company,  I  am  in  hafle  for  a  hufband|  if 
I  retire  to  my  chamber,  fuch  matron -like 
ladies  are  lovers  of  contemplation.  I  am 
on  one  pretence  or  other  general  ly  exclud  - 
edfrom  her  afTemblies,  nor  am  I  ever  fuf- 
-fered  to  vifit  at  the  fame  place  with  my 
mamma.  Every  one  wonders  why  fhe  does 
not  bring  Mifs  more  into  the  world  ^  and 
when  fhe  comes  home  in  vapours,  I  am 
certain  that  fhe  has  heard  cither  of  my 
beauty  or  my  wit,  and  expe^  nothing 
for  the  enfuing  week  but  taimts  andcric- 
naces,  contradi6lion  and  reproadies. 

Thus  I  live  in  a  flate  of  continual 
perfecution,  only  becaufe  I  Mras  bom  tea 
years  too  foon,  and  cannot  flop  tliecouHe 
of  nature  or  of  time,  but  am  unhappily 
a  woman  before  my  mother  can  willing-  , 
ly  ceafe  to  i>e  a  girl.  I  believe  you 
woitld  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
many  families,  if,  by  any  arguments  or 
perfuafions,  you  could  make  mothets 
afhtoied  of  nvallmg  their  childim;  if 
you  could  fhew  them,  that  though  they 
may  refufc  to  grow  wife,  they  mud  in- 
evitably grow  old  I  and  that  fhe  proptr 
folaces  of  age  Hre  not  muilck  and  co(h« 
pliments,  but  wifdom  and  devotion ;  that 
thofe  who  arc  Co  imwilling  to  quit  tfie 
worid  will  foon  be  driven  from  it  5  arfd 
that  it  is  therefore  their  intereit  to  rctiVe 
wtiile  there  yet  remains  a  few  hours  far 
nobler  employments.    I  am^  &c. 
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rAVtWlt  Tll»   ITACEJ   rojl  MVMILY  I  ^rtCtMlf 
SUCH  rOND  »W«tWITf  OF    ?LEA«U|II»   OH    Of  FAME. 
IF  X  MWiT  tlWK  IN  tltAM^  0«    iWELL  WITH   TSIDIb 
At  Tint    CAT  TAlrM  IS  «»AKT»0  OR  D1«»D. 


NOTHING  is  more  unpleailng 
than  to  4ind  that  offence  has  been 
received  when  lione  wa«  intendtdy  and 
'that  palnhasbeen  g^Ten  to  thoie  v4m>  were 
ngt  guUty  of  any  ^vocation.  As  the 
great  end  of  fociety  w  mutual  beneficences 
a  Kood  manit  alwayg  uneafy  when  heiindft 
hunldfaAingmopporitiontatbepurpolAls 
of  Ufc$  becaufe  though  hit  conTctencemajy 
eaiily  acquit  him  of  malici  prep^nfi,  of 
fettled  hatred  orcootrivaAcefiof  miichtcf, 
yet  he  ieldom  can  be  oertalnthat  he  hat 
not  failed  hy  negligence  or  indolence^ 
that  he  hasAot  been  hindertd  from  con- 
fultinf  the  common  intereft  by  too  much 
ire|^Lrd  to  hit  own  eaie»  or  too  much  ui« 
difference  to  thehappineft  of  othen. 

Nor  IS  it  neceflary-  that|  to  fed  this 
unealineTs,  the  mind  ihouJd  be  extended 
to  any  great  diti^iiion  of  geaeroiityt  or 
.  auelted  by  uncommon  viormth  of  bene- 
irolence  i  for  that  prudence  which  the 
world  teaches,  and  aquIckiieniibiUtv  of 
private  intcrcft,  will  dkeO.  us  to  uaai 
needkfs  enmities ;  fince  there  ii  no  man 
whofe  kindnefs  we  m?y  not  ibmc  tine 
ynntf  or  b^  whoCe  malice  we  may  not 
ibme  time  luffer.  , 

I  have  therefore  irequentlr  looked 
utrith  wonder»  and  now  and  thfii  with 
j^ty,  at  the  thoughtleflheis  with. which 
iome  alienate  from  themielvet  the  aficc- 
tions  of  all  whom  chance,  bufineis^  or 
incUhationf  brings  ih  their  way.  When 
,vie  fee  aznan  puiluingibmc  darling  in- 
^|er£ft>  without  much  regard  to  the  o^- 
*  luon  of  the  wbrld, ,  we  juSly  confider  |um 
as  corrupt  and  damfferous,  but  are  not 
long  in  difcovering  nis  motives;  we  fee 
^um  abated  by  paifions  which  are  haid 
r  tobe  rcfifted,  and  deluded  by  appear- 
\  ances  which  have  dazzled  ftronger  «yes* 
""^t  ^  greater  pact  of  thole  who  fet 
manlcind  at  defiance'  by  hourly  irrita- 
tion, aiid  who  live  but  to  infulc  malig- 
nity, and  multiply  enemies,    have   no 
liopes  to  foibr,  no  defigas  to  promote^ 


FaAHCti* 

nor  any  expe£Ution6  of  attaining -pMMqr 
by  .t^iiblence,  or  of  .cUmbiik|tQ  gminwir     }( 
bv  trampling  on  others.    Thry  give  up  -J 
aU  the  ^fSQts  of  4cindaeis»  for  &e  fake     / 
of  peeridSeti,  petulance*  or  elogni^  vnd 
alieoate  the  vrorld  by  tysgMt  of  the 
common  £Mins  of  ^vilityt*  andbccnch  •f 
thecftgbliihedJnwsofcooverlation«    '^ 
Every  eoe^rauft,  in  tfac  wflks  of  life»^ 
have  met  with  men  of  wfaonnall  ^petk 
with  cenfure,Uiougfath^iirenotcM|^ 
able  with  any  crime,  and  whoa  none 
can  bf  perfuaded  to  love,  th^igfa  a  fta- 
ibn  can  fcarcelv  be  aiSipBtd  why  thof 
ihould  be  hated ;  and  who,  if  tiheir  good 
<{ualities  and  a£Uona  ibmikimet  force  « 
conuBaeadation^havf  tbetr  mnegyiick  al- 
wzn  conchidcd  with  conieilloQa  of  <lif- 
guft;  *  Heisagoodman,  Imtleanntt 
<  like  him.*    S^ly  iuch  paioM  iMfft 
(old  the  eftcem  of  the  world  at  top  lowjt 
iince  they  have  loft  oneof^thoif^  ^ 
of  virtue,  wiih^^t  gaining  liie 
^wickednefe. 

ill  economy  of  &me  ia  (ptrm^kott 
theeftea  of  SupTdity.  Men  whoje  per- 
ceptions  are  languid  and  flnggtft,:  who 
lament  nothmg  but  lofii  of  mootfy, 
and  fed  nothii^  but  a  blowf  are  ofw 
at »  difficulty  to  gnefs  why  they  are  ««• 
jcompafledwith  cn«nies,thofghtliey  ncg- 
left  ail  thofe  arts  by  which  men  are  tn- 
deaipd  to  one  anofther.  THqr  comlbrt 
themieWes  that  they  have  Uved  trrt- 
proadiably;  that  none  c^  charge  them 
with  haying  endang«:ed  his  life,  or  dk* 
ininiihed  his  poflL-^ons  $  and  iktgdme 
Conclude  that  they  fufFcr  by  Tome  invirf- 
cibie  fatality,  or  impute  the  malice  of 
their  neighbours  to  ignorance  or  envy» 
They  wrap  thcmlelvcs  up  in  thetrinno- 
cence,^nd  enjoy  the  congratulationt  of 
their  own  hearts,  without  knowing  or 
fufpcfting  that  they  are  every  day  de- 
i'ei-vedly  incurring  reientments,  by  with* 
holding  fkom  thole  with  whom  they  con- 
verity  ^at  regard,  or  appearance  of  re- 
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the  coftoms  of  the  vrofid. 

Thm»  afemaay  iajoriet  whkh  ahnoft: 
^reiy  nmi  feeU,  tteoagH  ke  docs  not 
cowpfainf  and  whichyUptpthofe  whom 
fvtiic,  ekgftnoe)  or  vanityi  have  made 
defticae  ind  tsttdcr,  fix  deep  and  kftine 
inpnAont;  as  there  are  inan^p  arts  oP 
grarvmfnrli  and  ooncifiatioBi  which  are 
to  bo  |^ni6rii«4  wkhoufeen>enoey  and  bw 
whkh  thofe  may  be  made  onr  fneadn 
who  haws  nsvsp  reoetted  finom  ut  any 
Kai  benefit.  Such  arts,  when  they  in- 
chide  afithtrgaUt  nor  msaunefs)  it  is 
fmttf  rodbnaMi  tv  leans  for  who  would 
waM  that  lows  which  is  ib  eafily  to  be' 
gained?  And  fbch  ii^iiiries  are  to  be* 
apBididi  ibf  who'WOiild  be  hated  with- 
oat  profit? 

Some,  indecdy  there  are,  for  whom  the 
excufeof  ignorance  or  ne^igence  can-^ 
not  be  aUs^;  becdnle  it  is  apparent 
tbat  they  atv  not  only  carelefs  of  pleaT- 
mg,  bat  ftudlous  to  offend^  that  they 
contrite  to  make  all  approaches  to  them 
ifiificult  and  vs9mtious,  and  ims^gine  that 
they  aggrandize  themfelves  by  wafting 
^  time  of  others  iftufdeis  attendance^i 
by  mortifying  ihcm  with  flights,  and 
tsaahigibsm  with  affiroms* 

Mctt  of  this  kind  are  generally  to  be 
(Mind  aoiGDg  tbo6  that  have  not  mingled 
owchi&paMraleonvsffiition*  bat  fnaa 
Adr  lives  amidft  the  oUeqaioofiicft  of 
diMwIinlii  and  the  flattery  of  namfitesi 
tad  by  long  coafvking  oiuy  their  own 
jaclination,  have  fergotten.  that  others 
have  a  daim  to  the  tome  defemace. 

Tyranny,  thas  avowed,  ismdeed  an 
«nberanoe  of  pride,  by  which  all  man- 
load  is  fi>Qrocn  enraged,  that  it  is  neves 
qoirtiy  tndbmd,  eae^  in  thoie  who  can 
mwaiid  the  padenoe  which  they  exa^j 
tad  lafeifnce  as  geneiiM^  fiirrounded 
mJtf  by  feh  adwle  bafenefs  inclines 
theatto  thhdinotlmig^mfupportablethat 
aradaces  gain,  aad  who  can  hnigh  at 
feiarility  and  fndeaefii  wkh  a  hixurious 
table  aad  aa  open  parfe* 

Bat  lf>^'*^gk  aH  wanton  ptnvoeations 
sad  waccnytuoas  iafi>kace  are  to  be 
dilwentlyaaoidsd,  there  is  no  left  dangev 
iatnridco 


It  is  ooaaaoa  lor  (hit  and  fearful  tem- 
pers to  atve  themlelvts  up  implicithr  to 
fV^thedire&onof  thebold,  the  turbuW, 
sad  die  ovetheartog;  of  tholt;  vAkom 
tfaty  do  HOC  believe  wticr  or  better  than 
ihemftlvtt }  to  recede  firom  the  heft  de- 
%aa  arhcae  oppofitjaa  muft  be  cnGOOA- 


tevcd;  andto  hHiutt  from  virtlie  for  fear 
of  cenAirt. 

Some  firmneis  and  reibhttion  ts  ne* 
ceffiury  tothe  diftharge  of  dnty  t  but  it 
isa  vsryunhanpy^ftateofltfein  which 
the  neodfflty  ot  luch  ftniggles  frequently  ' 
octurs^  Ibr  no- man  is  d^ated  vrMiout 
Ame  refentmait,  which  will  be  conti- 
nued with  obflinacy  while  he  believes 
himfelf  in  the  ri^t,  and  exerted  with 
bittcnie6|  if  even  to-  his  own  convi^ion 
he  isdetefted  in  the  ^^rong. 

Even  though  no  regard- be  had  to  the 
external  confeqttencet  of  Contrariety  and* 
dSfpute,  it  muK'  be  painful  to  a  worthy 
mind  to  put  others  m  pain;  and  there 
win  be  danger  leff  the  kindcft  nature 
may  be  vitiated  1^  too  hmga  cuftom  of 
debate  and  conteft-. 

I  am  afraid  that  I  may  be  taxed  with 
infcnfibilitv  by  many  of  my  correfpond* 
ShtS,  yihtk  bdlieve  their  contribittiotis  im- 
juftiy  ncgicfted.  And,  indtcd,  when  I 
iit  hefiare  a  pile  of  pancrs,  of  which^ 
each  is  thepr(Kiu6Uon of Taborious ftudy, 
andthr-oflfipring  of  a  fond  parent  ^  I, 
who  know  the  paflions  of  an  author, 
cannot  remember  how  long  they  have 
lain  in  my  boxes  unregarded,  without 
inugining  to  myiklf  the  various  changed 
of  forrow,  impatience,  and  refentmcnt^ 
which  the  writers  muft  have  felt  in  thia 
tedious  ioterval. 

TheferefleAions  are  iVtU  more  avraken* 
fd,  when,  upon  peruial,  I  find  ibme  of 
t^em  calluig  for  a  place  in  the  next  pa* 
per,  a  pbee  which  thpy  have  never  yet 
obtained  i  othsrs  writing  in  a  ftyle  of 
ftmeriority  and  haaghtin^t,  a$  fecune  of 
deference,  and  above  fear  of  cridcifmi 
othci-s  humbly  offering  their  w^dcr  aiUft-* 
ance  with  foftnefs  and  fubmi/Iion,  which 
they  believe  impoflible  to  be  nrfifted  f 
ibme  Introducing  their  compofitions  with 
a  menace  of  the  contempt  which  he  that 
nefules  them  will  incur  ;^  oiheis  applying 
inivately  to  the  bookiellers  for  their  in* 
tereft  and  folicitation ;  tytry  one  by  dif* 
ferent  ways  endeavouring  to  fecure  tho 
bitfi  of  pinlication.  J  cannot  but  con* 
fider  myielf  as  placed  in  a  very  inconi<* 
niodioui  fituation,  where  I«am  foixtd  to 
reprefs  confidence,  which  it  is  pleafing 
to  indulge,  to  repay  civilities  witli  ap- 
pearances of  neslea,  and  fo  firequemly 
to  oflknd  thoie  by  wh^an  I  never  was 
offended. 

I  know  well  how  rarely  an  author,. 
^fxd  with  thr  beauties  of  his  new  com- 
pofitioa,  contains  his  raptarva  in  bis  own 
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bofom,  and  how  naturally  he  imparts 
to   his  friends  his  expeflatioiis  of  re- 
nown ;  and  as  I  can  caiily  conceive  the 
eagemefs  with  which  a  new  papt r  is 
fnatchcd  up  by  one  who  expels  to  find 
it  filled  with  his  own  pixxlu^iioD  $  and» 
perhaps^  has  called  his  co^npanions  to 
(hare  the  pleafure  of  a  fecond  pciniial^  I 
grieve  for  the  dirappointment,  which  he 
i  s  fo  feel  at  the  fatal  Infpcftion. .  His 
^  hopes,  howcvei:*  do  not  yet  foriake  hiin  % 
^  He  is  certain  of  giving  Juftre  the  next 
day. .    The  next  day  comesy  knd  again 
C  lie  pants  witl^xoeflation  j  and  having 
^  dreained  of  laurels  and  ParnaflTus,  cafts 
'     his  a>;ca  upon  thc^  bjm'cik page  with  which 
he  is  doomed  neve^oi'e  tp  be  delight^. 
For  fuch  crucUyi  what  ato^em^nt  can 
be  made  f  for  fuch  calamities,  what  al- 


leriatio*  can  be  fi)luld^  I  am  afraid  tbttt 
the  mifchief  already  done  muft  be  with*  ■ 
out  reparation  j  and  all  that  defcnres  my 
care  is  prevention  for  the  future.  Let» 
therefore,  the  next  friendly  contributor*, 
whoever  he  be,  obierve  the  cautions  of 
Swift  J  and  ynitc  (ecretly  in  hi^  owii- 
chamber,  without  cooumnnicating  his 
delign  to  his  nesureft  friend^  for  the  neareit 
friend  will  be  pltafed  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  laaighing;.  Let  him  cany  it.ta 
the  pcfl  himfelf,  and  wait  inrUence  for* 
the  event.  If  it  is  publilhed  and  praifed^ 
he  may  then  dpelvx  liiaMf  the  tudwr; 
if  it  be  fuppre0ed*  he  iBa,y  wx^ider  iit 
private  without  much  vexation  $  and  if^ 
It  be  ccnfured,  he  may  join  in  the  cry» 
and  lament  th/i  duioeis.  of  the  wrttiK: 
generation.  , 


N»LVII.  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  2,  1750. 

KOM  INTXLLIGITNT  HOMINKt   ^VAM  MACMUM   TKCTXGAL  SIT    YAJISIMOMA. 
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IAm  always  plea  fed  when  I  fee  lite* 
rature  made  ufcful,  and  fcholars  de- 
Icendmg  from  that  elevation  which,  as 
it  raifes  them  abpye  common  Jife,  muft 
likewife  hinder  them  lix)m  behold  ine -the 
way«t  of  men,  otherwiie  than  in  aoiou^ 
of  bullle  and  confuffon*  Having  lived 
a  lifa  of -bufincfs,  and  remarked  how 
ittldom  iny  ocairrenccs  emerge  for  which 
gi'cat  qualities  ane  required,  I  have  learned 
the  neccflity  of  reganfing  Kttle  things ; 
and  thtnigh  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  lawi 
ro  the  legiiiators  of  manic  nd,  or  to  limit 
the  i*ange  of  thofc  powerful  minds  thai? 
carry  light  and  heat  through  all  the  re- 
gions of  knowledge  5  yet  I  have  long 
thbiight',  that  the  greateft  part  of  th<}S 
who  lofe  thcmfclves  in  (iudies,  by  whioh 
I  have  not  found  that  they  grow  much 
wifer,  might,  with  more  advantage  both 
to  the  publick  and  tliKmfclves,  apply  their 
undfrftandiugi  to  domeiticlc  arts,  and 
ftorc  their  mjnds  with  axioms  of  humble 
prudence,  and  private  economy, 

Yotir  late  pajKr  on  I'j-ugality  was  Vi^ry 
elegant  and  plealliig;  but,  in  my  opi- 
nion, not  i'ufnciently  adapted  to  common 
rcflilcrs,  who  pay  little  regard  to  tlw 
mulick  ot  periods,  the  artifice  of  con- 
nc^^ion,  or  the  an'angement  of  thcflowers 
of  r**ietorick }  but  require  a  few  plain  an4 


cogent  inftrufHons,  whidimayiink  imo 
the  mind  by  their  own  weight. 

Frugality  is  fo  neceflfary  to  the  hapw* 
pinds-of  the  world,,  fo  beneficial  fai  it*s 
various  fiogms  to  every  rank  of  me»»- 
from  the  higheft  of  human  potentates,^ 
to  the  loweft  labourer  or  artificer;  and 
the  miferies  whttch'the  neg^e^of  it  nro^ 
duces  are  {o  numerous  and  fo  grievoiiiiy 
^t  it  ought  to  be  mrotmnemlod  withf 
every  variation  of  addrefs,  and  adapted 
to  every  clafs  of  tmderthmding. 

Wlicther  thofe  who  treat  morals  'as  v 
Science  will  allow  frugality  to  be  num- 
bered among  th«  virtues,  I  have  not 
thought  it  neceilluy  to  enquire.  For  Jp 
who  draw  my  opmions  mm  a  cardfui 
obfervation  of  the  world,  am  iatisfied 
with  knowing,  what  is  abundantly  Ef- 
ficient for  practice,  that  if  it  be  not  si 
virtue,  it  is  at  kaft  a  quality  which 
can  feldom  exift.  without  ibmc  virtues,* 
and  wHhont  which  firw  vivtoes  ^n  cxift«>: 
Frugality  may  be  termed  the 'daughter  \ 
of  Prudence,-  the  filler  of  Temperance,  J 
and  the  parent  of  Liberty.  Hethati8ex</ 
travagant  will  quickly  become  poor,  aial 
poverty  will  epforce  dependence,  andin« 
vite  coiTuption  $  it  wdl  almoft  alwars 
produce  a  palEvc  compliance  with  the 
wickcdnefs  of  others )  and  there  are  few 
who  do  not  learn  by  degrees  to  pi-a^ife 
thole  crimes  which  they  ceaietD4;enfiii^ 

r-  T  ^^ 
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If  that  are  anfiwliodonot  dread  po« 
▼ertv^as  dangmus  to  virtue,  jet  man- 
kincC  leem  uninimmis  enough  m  abhor- 
ring it  as  dcftruftive  to-happin^Ts  5  and 
all  towhomw-ant  is  terribk,  upon  what- 
ever principle,  ought  to  think  them(blves 
obliged  to  learn  the  fage  maxims  of  our 
parfinoirious  asteftors ;  and  attain  the 
fehitaryarttofcontra^ngexpencei  for 
wid)out  frugality  none  can  be  rich,  and 
with  it  vefy  few  would  be  poor. 

To  moft  other  afts  of  virtue,  or 
exertions  of  wifdom,  a  concurrence  of 
many  ciminiftances  is  neceflary,  fome 
previous  knowledge  muft  be  attained, 
ibme  unconmion  ^ftsof  nature  poffefTed, 
or  fome  epportunity  produced  by  an  cx- 
traofrliiiary  coiftbinaeion  of  things )  but 
the  mere  power  of  faving  what  is  ab'cady 
in  our  hands,  muft  be  eafy  of.acqiiifition 
to  every  mind  5  and  as  the  example  of 
Bacon  may  <hew  that  the  higbell  mte|- 
UR  cannot  fafcly  neglc^  it,  a  thoufand 
iaftances  will  cv^n  day  prove,  that  the 
meaneft  may  pra£tife  it  with  fuccefs. 

Riches  cannot  be  within  the  reach  of 
great  numbers,  becaufe  to  be  rich  is  to 
poflefs  more  than  is  commpnly  placed  in. 
a  finale  hand ;  and  if  many  «ould  ob- 
tain tne  fum  which  now  makes  a  man 
wealthy,  the  name  of  wealth  muft  then 
be  transfcriTd  to  ftill  greater  accumula- 
tions. But  I  am  not  certain  that  it  is 
equally  impoffible  to  exempt  the  lower 
daflcs  of  mankind  from  poverty;  bccaufc 
though  whatever  bt  the  wealth  of  the 
cooununity,  fome  will  always  have  leaft, 
and  he  that  has  lei^  than  any  other  is 
eomparatively  poor  5  yet  I  do  not  fee  any 
coaftivc  neceinty  that'  many  fhould  be 
without  the  indifpcnfable  conveniencics 
'«f  fife;  but  am  lomctimes  inclined  to 
Imaginei  that,  cafua?  calamities  except- 
ed, there  might,  byimivcrfal  prudence, 
be  procured  anuniyerfal  exemption  fram 
want ;  and  that  he  who  fliould  happen  to 
have  leaft,  might  notwithftanding  have 
enough^  . 

Btit  without  entering  too  far  into 
(peculations,  which  I  do  not  remember 
tnat  any  political  calculator  has  attempt- 
ed, and  m  which  the  moft  peripicacious 
rcafoner-  may  be  eafily  bewildered,  it  is 
^ident  that  they  to  whom  Providence 
has  allotted  no  other  care  but  of  their 
own  foi-tune  and  their  own  virtue,  which 
make  far  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
have  fuflicfent  incitements  to  perfonal 
frugality ;  fihce,  whatever  might  be  iff 
gw«l  pffcft  wpop  povinccs  or  nations. 
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by  which  it  is  never  likely  to  tie  trio^  . 
we  know  with  certainty   that  there  4a    ; 
fcarccly    any    individual    entering  the 
world,  who,  by  prudent  parfimony,  may 
not  rcafonably  promife  himfelf  a  cheer* 
0il  competence  im  the  decline  of  lifie.' 

The  profpeft  of  penury  in  age  is  ib 
gloomy  arid  terrifying,  that  cvtrv  man 
who  looks  before  him  muft  refonre  t9 
avoid  it  $  and  it  muft  be  avoided  gene- 
rally by  the  fcience  of  fparing.  For 
though  in  every  age  there  are  fome  who^ 
by  bokl  adventures,  or  by  favourable  ac- 
cidents, rife  fuddenly  to  riches,  yet  it  is 
dangerous  to  indulge  hopes  offuchrara 
events :  and  the  bulk  ot  mankind  nmft 
owe  their  affluence  to  fmall  and  gradual 
profits,  below  which  their  expence  muft 
be  refolutely  reduced. 

You  muft  not  therefore  think  me 
fmking  below  tlie  dignity  of  a  pra£lical 
phibfopher,  when  I  recommena  to  the 
^onfideration  of  your  readers,  fron!i  the 
llatelhian  to  the  apprentice,  a  pofitioA 
replete  with  mercantile  wifdom,  Afffun 
fa^ved  is  t-ivo-pence  £ot ;  which  niay,  1 
think,  be  accommodated  to  all  condi- 
tions, by  obfcrving  not  only  that  they 
who  punue  any  lucrative  eroploynnent 
will  lave  time  whet^  they  forbear  <3ff» 
pence,  and  that  the  time  may  be  em- 
ployed to  the  increafc  of  profit ;  but  that 
fhey  wbo  are  abmre  fiicn  minute  confi- 
derations,  will  find,  by  every  viftory  over 
appetite  or  pafHon,  new  ftrength  added 
to  the  miml,  will  gain  the  power  of  re-» 
fufing  thofc  folicitations  by  which  the 
young  and  vivacious  are  hourly  aflault- 
ed,  and  in  time  fet  themfelves  above  the 
reach  of  extravagance  and  folly. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  enquired  by  thofe 
who  are  willinjj  rather  to  cavil  than  to 
learn,  what  is  the  )uft  meafure  of  fru- 
gfality;  and  when  expence,  not  abfo- 
lutely  ncceflaiy,  degenerates  into  pro- 
fuflon  ?  To  fuch  queftlons  no  general  an- 
fwer  can  be  returned  ;  fince  the  liberty  of 
fpendmg,  or  neceflity  of  parfimony,  may 
DC  varied  without  end  by  different  cir- 
cumftances.  It  may,  however,  be  laid 
down  as  a  rule  never  to  be  broken,  that 
a  man's  'wluntmry  exfence  JbouldnoteXm 
ceedbls  re*venue,  A  maxim  fo  obvi- 
ous and  incontrovertible,  that  the  civil 
law  ranks  the  prodigal  with  the  mad- 
man, and  debars  them  eqtially  from  the 
condu^  of  their  own  affairs.  Another 
precept  arifmg  from  the  former,  and  in* 
deed  included  in  if,  is  yet  neceflary  to 
b?  diftin^Iy  imprcflcd  upon  the  warm. 
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MTwiKtoipettd  ufow  hoptti  i»  truft 
kttownabilktks  for  nqeans  ofdelvrer' 
aace  firom penury,  tegivc  a  loofe  to  hit 
pitibtt  defircH  a«i  Ism  tltt  Mkomn^ 
t»  fomMeer  to  Ttftue. 

Tothcfecaiadoiit,  whi«h,  Ihf^mr 

'ait,  at  Ictftamoog  Ao  gn«^«r  jwrt  of 

nt^Vld^  mid^fiuCeil,.'  i  will  atU  an- 

rndtMoiim.  With  tWi  pwctpe  k  mof 
be»  pciteps  hntgincdoa^toeoBii^j 
y*t,  tfthofewhompcofatonhi^jbwridl 
m  fti&mtf  or  dciren  iuto  haaiflwiumfii 


were  cMMkeii^  it  «Mkfr  be  Imi*  tftat 
ftery  few  weft  miiioA  b^  their  MMKlme^ 
or  vurdnfecl  pleaiiire  wtdi  die  loft  oi 
tlieu-  eilatM}  but  thattbev  foflrrid  tkan^ 
(Hvee  tobebovaeawiyby  ihovMattc** 
of  thofe  with  whom  thoyeoavw'fcd,  m»I 
yirided  relnaantly  to  a  thootod  prodi* 
^Bltttc*»  either  fnm  » trivial  emulatioai 
ofweatehaadftMrtt*  ov  »  i]ieaafra»o£ 
ooitteispt  aad  ndicttki  anemnbtM  for 
the  Drise  of  My^  or  tfat  dnad  of  ikm 
Unffk  of  feolt. 

i^amy  Sir, 

Your  hsBsble  Scnmis 
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auT,  wnita  iw  atAM  ait  wicaio  wiaith  AscsNas. 

ME  is  NOT  or  Mtf  VflSM  Po««W8*b; 

THxaa'i  soMi^MiKo  wxaTinc  mtL  to  uaxx  am  atisra. 

FaAaetf# 


AS  the  bve  of  Money  hat  been,  ia 
all  aArt,  oae  of  the  paffioal  Aat 
have  cttan  great  diftusbaacc  to  the  tran- 
ouiyity  of  the  world,  thew  it  no  topicic 
more  copioutty  treated  by  the  ancient  moi. 
xaliftt  thanthefoUyof  <kvotingthchwit 
to  the  accwnolation  of  riches.  They 
who  are  acquainted  with  tbefc  authora 
need  na(  be  told  how  riches  incite  phy, 
contempt,  or  reproach,  wheaevw  they 
m  menlionedi  with  what  nunAm  of 
examples  the  daaaer  of  largp  pofleiEont 
it  Uluftiated  5  and  how  aU  the  po^rt  of 
leafon  ^  eloqutwa  haire  been  exhauH- 
ed  in  endewKmrt  to  cradiaite .»  d«i*t 
whkb  fcemttohave  intrenched  itieli  too 
ftron^  in  die  roiad  to  be  driven  out, 
and  Shich,  perhaps,  had  not  loft  it  a 
power,  even  ow  thole  who  declauncd 
jl^ainft  it,  but  would  bjT*, ^i^  "^ 
STdie  poetorthe  (i^,if  it  had  been  ex. 
€Ued  by  oBwrtunity,  and  mvjgorattdhy 
the  apprO»iliationof  U'a  proper  objett. 
Thdr  arguments  have  been,  mdeed, 
ib  uofucceMuU  that  I  know  not  whether 
itcanbefiiewn,  diatby  aU  thewk  and 
rcafon  which  this  fiivourite  caufc  hat, 
caUed  ftrth,  a  fingU  convert  was  «w 
made}  that  even  one  man  has  rehiW 
to  be  rich,  when  to  be  rich;p«5tmhu 
power,  from  die  oonviaion  of  diegreaN 
5^  happineit  of  a  narroM^fortuiiej  or 
diibuithened  hlmTdf  of  wealth,  when  he 


had  tried  it*8  inquietuda,  merely  to 
ei^oy  the  peace  and  letfure,  and  {ecuiit||, 
of  a  mean  and  unemvied  ibite. 

It  is  true,  indeed^  thai  niany  havo 
negki^ed  opportunities  of  railing  them-« 
ielvet  to  honours  and  to  wealth,  and  re* 
je^ed  die  k^odeil  ofot  of  fortune :  but, 
however  dieir  modenition  may  be  boaft^ 
ed  by  thonielves,  or  adinired  by  fuch  at 
only  viewthematadiftanccitvnU  be» 
perhaps,  ieldom  found  dut  d»ey  valu^ 
riches  leTs,  but  that  thcr  dread  Ubouri 
or  danger  more  ^an  ocnertf  they  iae 
unable  torouie  themiidves'to  a^ion^  to^ 
ftram  in  the  race  of  comnctition*  or  tj  A 
ftand  the  ihock  of  coateft  \  but  though     I 
they,  therefore,  decline  die  toilof  dini-     J 
ing,  diey  nev^rtVleis  wilh  diemlelvi^^ 
aloft,  and  wouW  willingly  a^  what 
they  dare  not  ieize. 

Others  have  retired  from  hii^ftattonti 
and  voluntarilv  condemned  thcmfelvct 
to  privacy  and  obfcurity.  But  even 
thcte  will  not  afford  many  occafions  of 
triumph  to  the  philofopbers  fiir  diey  have 
commonly  either  quitted  diat  only  which 
they  thought  themiclves  unable  to  hold^ 
and  prevented  difgraoe  by  rcfignation  | 
or*chey  h^ve  been  induced  to  try  new 
mealtiret  by  general  ineonlbney,  which 
alwaya  dreams  of  happinefs  in  novtltjrj 
or  by  a  gloomy  difpofition,  ydiich  is  diU 
guftcd  m  die  fiime  degree  with  every 
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Md  ^wliKt  mr^  £cmt  of  life  to 
dttnee  a»  IbanMH  Mbel^ki.  Such 
-Men  hHMKJ  ttM^  and  Jowftfttioct  equaUy 
wuaibktofy&Ef^  wUhcsof  adtAam- 
aikd  wesB  mifale  to  iidtBT 
in  iIk  cIoM  setmt  from 
J  iblickude»  and  mticry. 
tit  thoni^  tlteie  adnonkton*  Iuhfc 
JMon  iiint  jKgMpdby  thoTe  who  aatbcr 
cajoycd  riches^  ^r  iMose  abk  to  fcocwe 
tkemy  it  is  not  raifaly  to  be  determined 
that  thef  are  akogetber  without  u(es  lor 
fince  hr  the  ^groLteft  part  <of  wMikind 
nmft  be  confined  to  conditions  compa- 
ratively mean,  and  |4aced  in  (ituatioBS 
from  which  ih^  naturally  look  up  with 
cnry  to  the  emmences  beiooe  then,  thoft 
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canie  otheK  have  been  fhowA  iV$  €60y 
and  it>  £iUehood,  because  it  has  been 
oapo(td  in  it^t  progreft  by  hiAory  and 
f^iloibphy,  and  hindered  fromfpreadr 
%D^  it^s  iafe^ion  by  powerful  preierva*. 
tives. 

The  do£bine  of  the  contempt  of 
tweakh,  thou^  it  has  notbeen  able  to 
extinguitfi  aTariee  or  amhitioiiy  or  fup- 
pieis  diat  pehi&anee  with  which  atnan 
pafles  his  days  in  a  ftate  of  inferiorityt 
muft^atleaft,  have  made  the  lower  coo* 
ditions  kh  gr^mg  and  wearttmie,  aoA 
has  conlequentl^r  contributed  to  the  ge- 
neral ftcurit^  af  lifcy  by  hinderii^  that 
6and  and  violence,  apine  and  circum- 
venti«iy  which  nuift  hans  been  produced 


writers  cannot  be  thought  ill  employed  ^  by  an  uobovnded  ci)fenicft  of  wealdu 


that  have adminitoed  remedies  tojdif- 
content  almoft  univer^  by  iiawiag, 
that  what  we  cannot  reach  may  very 
well  be  forborn^  th^t  the  inequadi^  of 
diftribution*  at  which  we  murmur,  is 
fer  the  moft  part  kis  than  it  ieonsi  and 
that  the  gres^DsA*  which  wt  admire  at  a 
diftance,  hal  much  fewer  advantages, 
and  much  left  fpkndor,  when  we  are 
ivfeed  to  approach  it.* 

It  is  the  bsifinefs  of  moralifts  to  de- 
left die  frzuAs  of  fortune,  and  to  (how 
tiiat  flie  impoies  t^xm  the  carelefs  eye, 
%y  a  tjuick  fuccefllon  of  Ihadows,  which 
^HW  (hrhik  to  nothing  ui  the  gripe )  that 
^^di%uifes  life  in  eltrindckomamentSy 
\  ^K^uch  ferre  onlyfor  fhow,  and  are  laid 
afide  in  the  hours  of  fblirude  and  of 
flealbie  4  and  that  when  greatneft  afpires 
^dier  to  fciicity  or  wlfdom,  it  ihakes 
•ff  thole  diftinaions  which  dazzle  the 
gater^  and  awe  die  fupplicanf. 

It  may  be  remarked*  that  they  whoie 
-condition  has  not  afforded  them  the  light 
«f  moral  or  teligious  inftruftion,  and 
who  eoXM  all  their  ideas  by  then:  own 
eves,  and  4i|;eft  them  by  their  own  im- 
^tftandings,  ieem  to  confider  thofe  who 
eve  {Placed  m  ranks  of  remote  iuperiorityy 
ns  ahnoft  anodier  and  h^er  Ipecies  of 
beings.     As  them&lres  have  known  lit- 


ariimg  fromanunihalKncoQvi£lion,  that 
to  be  rteh  4S  to  be  happy. 

Whoever  finds  himi'elf  incitedt  by 
ibme  violent  unpuUe  ^fpailion,  to  pur- 
fue  riches  as  tbechief  end  of  beings  rwak 
fuvoly  be  fo  much  alaimed  by  the  iuc«  ' 
ceifive  admonitions  of  thoie  whoie  cx« 
pertence  and  faulty  have  recommended, 
them  as  the  emdes  of  mankind,  as  to 
flop  and  cmmder  whether  he  is  about  to 
engage  in  an  undertaking  diatwill  i«- 
ward  his  tQil«  and  to  examine,  beforehe 
rufhes  to  wcmlth«  through  right  and 
wron^  what  it  will  caa£a  when  he  has 
acouiredit;  and  this  examination  wift 
(eldom  fail  to  reprefs  his  ardour,  and 
retaxd  his  tioleuce. 

Wealth  is  nothing  in  itielf ;  it  it  not 
uleful  hut  when  it  departs  A:om  us^  it's 
value  is  found  only  in  that  which  it  can 
purchafe,  which,  if  we  fuppoie  it  put  to 
it*s  beftule  by  thofe  that  polTefs  it,  ieems 
not  much  to  deferve  the  delare  or  envy 
of  a  wife  man.  It  is  certain  that^  wita 
regard  to  ebrporal  ei^oyment,  money 
can  neither  open  new  avenues  to  plea- 
Cure  nor  block  up  die  parages  of  an- 
guifh.  Dileaie  and  infirmity  ftill  conti- 
nue to  torture  and  enfeeble,  pediaps  ex- 
afpetated  by  hixnry,  or  promoted  by 
fof^qefs.    Widi  rtfycGk  to  the  mind,  i% 


tieodter  mlfbry  than  die  cooftquenoes  of    has  rardy  beenob&rved,  that  wosalth  con< 


want,  diey  are  with  difficult)' prrfusded 
that  where  there  h  wealth  thcie  can  be 
lontiw,  or  dntdiofeMrho  glitter  in  dig* 
idty,  and  glide  alon^  in  affluence,  can 
he  acquainted  widi  ^nt  and  car^s  Uke 
tfK>ie  i^ich  lie  heavy  upon  the  reft  of 
fnankind. 

This  pnrjudice  is,  indeed,  confin^ 
to  the  loweil  ^meannfls  and  thedarkeft 
if^qfvtc^-f  but  it  it  fo  coafiaedonly  be« 


tributes  much  to  c^uicturn  the  difcem* 
mem,  enlarge  die  capadtjr^ q^  elevate  the 
Imagination;  hut  raay,M  Wring  flat* 
tecj,  or  laying  dili^^ence  ^e^  coafirm 
error,  andhiMen  ftuplditf .  ' 

Weald)  cannot  ccOtSsr  gceatneis,  for 
nothing  can  make  that  greait  which  the 
decree  of  nature  has  orfUned  to  be  lit- 
tle. The  bramble  may  be  plae^  ia^^ 
bot-bed,  but  can  never  become  ah  oiik. 
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Even  roytlty  itTdf  it  not  able  to  give 
that  dignity  which  it  happens  not  tonnd> 
butoppreli^t  feeble minde,  tho\:gh  it  may 
elevate  the  ftrong.  The  world  has  been 
goveraed  in  the  nameof  kings,  whofe  ex- 
igence has  fcarcclybecn  perceived  by  any 
it^  effect  beyond  their  own  palaces. 

When  theiefowthedefifc  of  wealth  it 
takinghold  of  the  heart,  let  us  look  round 
and  Tee  how  it  operates  upon  thofe  whofe 
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induftry  or  fortune  his  obtiined  it. 
When,  we  find  them  opprefled  with  their 
own  abundanee, luxuiions without  plea^ 
fure,  idle  without  eafe,.  impatient  and 
querulous  in  them^lvet,  anddefpifed  or 
hated  by  the  reft  of  mankind,  we  Audi 
(bon  be  conv'mced  that  if  the  real  wanu 
of  our  condition  are  fatitned,  thei  e  re* 
mains  little  to  be  ibught  with  jfoUcitude» 
or  defired  with  eagemels. 


N«  LIX.  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1750. 

IST  AtIQ.UXO  rATALKMALTTM  HR  VERBA   LIVARI, 
HOC  q^UERVLAM  H ALCYONEKQ.TTE    FKOCNEN  FACITJ 

■OC  EEAt    IN  iOtO   ^OARE   F*ANTlAS    ANTRO 
▼OX  VATIOARST  lEMNIA    IAEA  SUA. 

STBANCVLAT  INCLUSV8    DOLOR  AT^UE  SXAItTVAT  INTV89 
COCITUR  ET  VIRES  MULTirLICARl  SUAS.         Oy,p, 

COMVlAltltNC    OFT,   GIVES  REEFITE  TO  OtfR    GRIEF  ; 

FROM  KEMCt    THE   WRETCHED    FROCKS    SOUGHT    RELIEF ; 

HEVCB    THE    FJEAWTIAN  CHIEF  RiS    FATE    DEFLORSSy     ' 

AND  VENTS  HIS  SORROW  TO  THE  LEMMAN  SHORES: 

IN  VAIN  IT  SECRBCr  WE  WOlfLD  ASSVAGE 

OVR  CARESy   CONCEALED,    THEY  CATNER  TXNFOLO  RAGE* 

F«  Lewis. 

fcrcech-owl's  voice;  for  it  will  often  fill 
their  cti-s  in  the  hour  of  dejeflion,  ter- 
rify them  with  apprehenlions,  which  their 
own  thoughts  would  peVer  have  pro-p 
duced,  and  fadder^  by  intruded  ibrrowt, 
the  day  which  might  have  been  paiTed  in 
amufementt  or  in  bufinels ;  it  will  b\ur« 
then  the  heart  with  unnecef&ry  difcon- 
tents,  and  weaken  for  a  time  that  love 
of  life  which  is  neceflbry  to  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  any  undirtaking. 

Though  I  htivcj  like  the  reft  of  roan- 
kind;  many  failings  and  weakneflety  I 
liave  not  yet,  by  either  friends  or  ene- 
mies, been  charged  with  funerftition  §  I 
never  count  the  company  which  I  cnter» 
and  I  look  at  the  new  moon  indifferenlly 
over  either  ihouldcr.  I  have,  like^  mem 
other  '  philcropheis,  often  heaitl'  the 
cifckow  withoiit^  money  in  my  pocket, 
£hd  havp  b^en  ibmetime^  reproached  a$ 
.  fool-hardy  for  not  turning  down  my  cyts 
'  witen  t  raven  flew  ovci*  my  head.  I  ne- 
ver go  home^jil^ptly  bec'aufe  a  fiiake 
.erodes  n^y  way,  noi*  have  any  particular 
dread  of  a  cl^a^erical  year :  yett  con- 
fefs  that,  with  sdl  my  icom  of  old  wp« 
men',  and  their  tales,  1  con{i4cr  it  as 
a^  nnh^^.  dny  whej  l.bsppen  to  be 
^cte^^m  the  i^ormngi  by  ^uipiriiu 
the icifecch-owli^  .  .-J  .-.  • 
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IT  is  common  to  diftinguUh  men  by 
the  names  of  animals  which  they  are 
Aippofed  to  refemble.  Thus  a  hero  is 
frequently  termed  a  Lion,  and  a  ftatefman 
a  Fox  i  an  extortioner  gains  the  appella- 
tion  of  Vulttuv,  and  a  fop  the  title  of 
Monkey.  There  is  alio  among  the  va- 
rious  aiiomalies  of  chara^^,  which  a 
furvey  of  the  worM  exhibits,  a  fpeciet  of 
beings  in  human  form,  which  may  be 
properly  marked  out  as  the  fcreech^owls 
of  mankind. 

Tbefe  fcrtech-owls  ftem  to  be  fettled 
'  in  an  opinion  that  the  great  bufinefs  of 
life  is  to  complain,  and  that  they  were 
b«m  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  dif- 
turb  the  happinefs  ot  others,  to  Icffen  the 
little  comforts,  and  (hohen  the  Ihort  plea- 
fures  of  our  condition,  by  painful  re- 
membrances of  th«  pftft,  or  mckmcholy 
prognofticks  of  thi  future  5  their  only 

•  care  in  to  crufh  the  riling  hope,  to  damp 
Ithe  kindling  tranfport,  and  hllay  the 
.  golden  hours  pf^iety  with  the  hateful  ^* 

dtofs  of  grief  and  fufpicion. 

To  thofe  whofe  weaknefs  of  fpirits, 
or  timidity  of. temper,  fubjefts  them  tc^ 
imprefltons  from  xithers,  tmd  who  are 
apt  to  fuffcr  by  fafcination,  and  catch 
the  contagion  of  mi fery,  it  is  extremely 

*  wi^ppy  to  live  wnhin  the  compai&  of  d* 
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T  hate  now  Icnovm  Sulpirius  fifty- 
^ght  yean  and  four  montbH,' and  have 
Bever  yet  pafled  an  hour  with  him  in 
which  he  has  not  made  fome  attack  up^ 
ma  my  auiet.  When  we  were  firft  ac- 
^oatnted,  his  ^eat  tof  ick  was  the  mi- 
ftry  of  youth  without  riches,  and  when- 
erer  we  walked  out  together  he  folaced 
me  with  a  loi^  enumeration  of  pleafures, 
wluchy  as  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of 
vaj  fortune,  were  without  the  verge  of 
my  deiires,  and  which  I  fliould  never 
have  confidered  ks  the'objefts  of  a  wifh, 
had  not  his  unfeafonable  repxefeutations 
placed  them  in  my  (ight. 

Another  of  his  topicks  is  the  n^led 
of  merit,  •  with  whicn  he  never  faus  to 
amuie  every  man  whom  he  fees  net  emi- 
nently fortunate.  If  he  meets  with  a 
youBg  oiEcer,  he  always  informs  him 
of  gentlemen  whofe  peribnal  courage  l\ 
imqueftioned,  and  whofe  military  (kill 
eimifies  them  to  command  armies,  that 
nave,  notwithftanding  all  their  merit, 
grown  old  with  fubaltem  commiffions. . 
For  a  genius  in  the  church,  he  is  always 
provided  with  a  cui*acy  for  life.  The 
awycr  he  informs  of  manv  men  of  great 
prts  and  deep  ftudy,  who  have  never 
had  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  in  the  courts ; 
and,  meeting  Serenus  the  phyfician-*— 

•  Ah,  do6lor,'  fays  he,  •  what,  a-foot  ft  ill, 

•  when  fo  imny  blockheads  are  rattling 

•  in  their  chanots  ?     I  told  you,  feven 

•  years  ago,  that  you  would  never  m^t 

•  with  encouragement }  and  I  hope  you 

•  will  now  take  more  notice,  when  I  tell 

•  you,  that  your  Greek,  and  your  dili- 

•  gcnce,  and  your  honcfty,  will  never 

•  enable  you  to  live  like  yonder  apothe- 

•  carr,  who  prefcribes  to  his  own  (hop, 
■  and  laughs  at  the  phyfician.* 

Sufpirius  has,  in  his  time,  intercepted 
fifteen  authors  in  their  way  to  the  fbge  j 
perfuadcd  nine  and  thirty  merchants  to 
retire  from  a  profpcrous  trade  forfcar  of 
bankruptcy,  broke  off  an  hundred  and 
thirteen  matches  by  prognofticatlons  of 
mhappineis,  and  enabled  the  fmalUpox 
lo  kill  nineteen  ladies,  by  perpetual 
alarms  of  the  lofs  of  beauty. 

Whenever  ray  evil  ftars  bring  us  toge- 
ther, he  never  tails  to  reprefenttomethe 
folly  of  my  purfults,  and  informs  me 
that  we  are  much  older  than  when  we  be- 
gan our  acquaintance,  that  the  infirmi- 
ties of  decrepitude  are  com'tfig  faft  upon 
me,  that  whatever  I  now  get  I  fhall  en- 
jey  but  a  littk  time,  tl^at  fame  is  to  a 


man  tottering  on  the  edge  ofthe  mifcqf 
very  little  imporUnce,  and  that  tbetimQ 
is  at  hsmd  when  I  ou^  to  look  for  no 
other  pleafures  than  a  good  dinner  and 
an  ea^-chair. 

Thus  he  goes  on  in  histmharmonoos 
flrain,  difplaying  prefent  miferics,  and 
foreboding  more)  fmruit^  kht  5«a^ri^ 
e«c,  every  fyllablc  b  loaded  with  mif* 
fortune,  and  death  is  always  brought 
nearer  to  the  view.  Ytt,  what  alwayt 
raiies  my  refentmeat  and  indignautn,  I 
do  not  perceive  that  his  mournful  iHedi* 
tations  have  much  effe£l  upon  hinaielf* 
He  talks,  and  has  long  ulked  of  cala* 
mities,  without  dilcoverin^,  othermic 
than  by  the  tone  of  his  voice,  that  he 
fuels  any  of  tho  evils  which  he  bewaib 
or  threatens,  but  has  the  0une  habit  of 
uttering  lamentations,  asotheraoftdling 
flories,  and  falls  into  expreffions  of  con- 
dolence for  paft,  orapprehenfions  of  fu- 
ture mifchiefs,  as  all  men  ftudious  o£ 
their  eale  have  recourfe  to  thofe  fubje6lt 
upon  which  they  can  moft  fluently  or 
copioufly  difcourie. 

It  is  reported  of  the  Sybaritesj  Aat 
they  defbo3red  all  their  cocks,  that  tney 
mimt  dresun  out  their  morqing  dreama 
wiUiout  difturbance.  Thou^I  wcmld 
not  fo  far  promote  effeminacy  as  to  pro- 
pofe  the  Sybarites  for  an  example,  yet 
(ince  there  is  no  man  fo  corrupt  or  foolifli^ 
but  fomething  ufeful  may  be  learned  ^ 
fi'om  him,  I  could  wifh  that,  in  imjta- 
tion  of  a  people  not  often  to  be  copied^ 
fome  regulations  might  be  made  to  ex* 
elude  fcreech-owls  m>m  all  company^ 
as  the  enemies  of  mankind,  and  confine 
them  to  fome  proper  receptacle,  where 
they  may  mingle  fighs  at  leifure,  and 
thicken  the  gloom  otone  another. 
.  *  Thou  prophet  of  evil,' fa)rsHomer*s 
Agamemnon,   *  thou  never  foretellefl  me 

•  good,  but  the  joy  of  thy  heart  is  to 

*  predift  misfortunes.'  Whoever  is  dF 
the  fame  temper  might  there  find  the 
means  ofindulj^ng  his  thoughts,  and  im* 
proving  his  vem  of  denunciation,  and  the 
flock  of  fci-cech-owls  might  hoot  together 
without  injury  to  the  reft  of  the  world. 

Yet,'  though  I  have  fo  little  kindneft 
for  this  dark  generation,  I  am  very  far 
from  intending  to  debar  the  (oft  and  ten- 
der mind  firom  the  privilege  of  complain- 
ing, when  the  figh  rifcs  from  the  dcfire 
not  of  giving  pain,  but  of  gaining  eafe. 
To  hear  complaints  with  patience,  even 
when  comphuAts  are  vain>  is  one  of  the 
S  duties 
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duties  of  inendlhip ;  and  though  it  muft 
be  allowed  that  .fife  foftcrs  irnoft  like  a 
hero  that  hides  his  grief  in  /?16nc6-^ 

Spm  vUttuJin'.tlidtifrefi\t  aitamcdrHedSlarem* 
Hi^fioXWOidiiniles  conceai'd  hfs  ihw^ird  fmirt. 

DllYDiK. 

yet  It  cannot  be  denied,  th^t  h€  vKd 
f  oihplliD^  a^s  like  a  xhtihy  like  a  rocial 


being,  who  looks  fbrhdEp  from  ha  ^« 
lo^-creatm-es.  Pihr  re  to  maiiy  of  ttift 
xnihappy  a  ibVirce  qfcofnfbrt  in  Ko];>ieled 
drftrtffe's,  as  it  cotolribtites  to  itecoAuji^rf 
thte  to  thcmfelves,  hy  pntrring  ^hat 
they  hare  riot  loft  the  itatrd  of  oAcrt  ; 
and  Heaven Tccrfii  to  ijvucife  the  dutyj* 
even  of  barren  compaff?6n,  by  mclinJng; 
vti  to  v^ctpht  evil^  which  \f^i  6aniiot  re* 
ifrcay. 


JLtKlVt  XT  nttiuS  CRfttn^fO  XT  CKAKTQRt  DlClt. 


H(^* 


t^U^At  WOKK<  THE  AXAVTtrirL    A^Kb    BAtt   COHTAlirf 

oy  vicx  A>ID  vtATtrs  MoikX  ikstructits  xvilit, 

TEAK  ALL  THX  fOXXit  V^OXS  OF  T^X  tCSO^LS* 


Al*tj  joy  or  (bmaw  for  thehappmcfss, 
orc^Tajintie^  of otivtrs  la  prouiicftl 
ty  ail  tiB  of  the  itimgiii^Mkn,  that  rca- 
ilies  tV  t'Vtnt  howf  vvr  fiflitiousj  or  ap- 
Iirajtimates  it  KoweYcriTerijotq,  by  placing 
iJSj  fbr  a  tifljtjj  in  tUc  QonctUit>t>  cf  liuji 
wH^qfe  formoe  wc  cotitcmpbtcj  fo  thnt 
iIfc  fecli  itKvI«  the  dece^ition  U^^*  what- 
ever mcfuons  would  uc  e^dted  hjf  the 
6tne  good  0r  evil  happening  t^  a^irfel vcs  * 

Qilrpiifrioas  arc  tlm^forrjtibre  ftrong- 
It  niovfidj  11^  proportion  a*  we  can  mort 
mdily  adopt  the  pains  or  plcafurc  pro- 
|KJ[ld  to  out  niindij  by  jTCoopii^lnr^  them 
x^  once  bur  pwii,  or  confidt;ring  them 
15  naUiralljf  iiKidartt  to  our  ft  ate  of  hf'c* 
It  h  not  e^y  for  th*^  mo  A  artftjl  writer 
to  give  <n  an  in  te  re  ft  inhappioefs  ormi- 
iery*  whjch  *ve  Uiitik  ouriHvcs  «cver 
likely  to  feel,  and  with  ^^hkh  we  have 
Hfever  VOL  bcei^  made  nc  qiiamt  cd  *  H  i  ft 0  - 
riei  of  the  d»wiiBl  of  Jcingdonis,  and 
revoliiUons  ofcmpirct,  arc  read  with 
grea^tiraiii^yilUtys  the  imperial  tiigedy 
plcafes  commbii  auditors  pnly  by  it's 
p>iTip  of  orr  amen  t  juilI  gra;idcxrr  of  idtus  j 
And  th(f  nun  whole  Fatiitti^'Ji  Havc-  bccii 
<ngj'CifIcd  by  bufincr^j  and  whok  hpart 
Titver  fl^itt|!Stfd  but  at  the  rife  or  fa]l,cf 
ftoclcsj  wonders  how  the  attentitm  cMn 
in  tcir^d^  or  the  affection  agitaledj  by  ii 
tat  pf  kve. 

Thofc  p  a  rtl!el  t  ]  rcii  m fltj  ntes  and  k  m  -  ^ 
ditd  im^grsj  to  whick  v*c  ff^Jiy  coji- 
Form  our  mimU,  are,  above  jjl  other 
^ritinf  s,  ^o  be  found  in  the  nari-afiyes  of 
the  li  vet  of  particular  pcrfonsj  andthcre- 
Ibxc  no  fj>ecic«  ol  writing  feeing  niorc 


yorthy  of  cultivation  than  Biography-J 
fihce  none  can  be  more  delightful  o£ 
more  ufefulj  nor  can  moi-e  qertain^y  en., 
chain  the  heart  by  iiTcfiftiblc  intcreft,  qc 
more  widely  dif&ife  initru^tic©  to.crcry, 
diverfity  of  cohdhioh. 

The  general  and  rapid  narratiTes  .o£ 
hiftorv*  which  involve  a  fhoiiiahd  for- 
tunes m  tlic  bufinefe  of  a  flay,  and  com- 
plicate  ihntun^-abte  incidents  ixi  oiie^ 
great  tranfa^ion,  afford  few  leflbjas  ap- 
pfllcable  to  priyatc  life,  which  derive*  it'i^ 
comfort^  and  it'St  wretchodnefs  froro  thev 
right  or  wrong  mans^mcnt  cf  thinMi^ 
which  nothinghut  their  ftBquency.nia&i^ 
confiderable,  *  tarvi^fi  non  Jiuni  tup-*, 
S  iidie,^  fays  Pliny/ and  whidicahhaT% 
no  place  in  thofe  relatioQS  which  nercc 
<]efcend  below  the  cQufultatioii  of  fe- 
liates,  the  root-iorw  of  artnies^  and  tlie 
fchenaes  of  corvfpirators. 

I  have  qften  thought  that  there  ha* 
rarely  palfed  a  lite  oi  ^hich  a  judiciojus 
mid  faithful  narrative  would  not  .be  uic'^ 
ful.  Fornqto.nlycvery  man  has,  in  thci 
mighty  mafs  of  the  world,  great  himi- 
bers  in  the  fame  condition  with  himfelf^ 
tp  whom  .his  midakes  and  mifcarmses^ 
cfcapes  and  expedients,  would  be  of  un-' 
mediate  and  apparent  ufci|  but  there  is 
fuch  an  uniformih'  in  the  Rate  cf  man|, 
con/i^erpd  aparjt  from  adventitious  and 
fcparablc  decollations  ind  diiguijCes,  that 
there  is  fcarcc  any  pofi>bility  of  good  or, 
ill  but  is  comxnon  ^o  human  kiicl*  A 
great  part  pf  the  time  pf  thpfe  who  aic 
placed  at  the  greatcft  diftancc  by  fortune, 
or  by  temper,  iiiutt  bhavoidahiy  pafs  m 

th% 
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\bt  fone  ma^nicr ;  and  thau^h^  xvjnen  the 
.Claims  q£  nanire  are  (atia/&d,  capnce> 
^d  vaiuty,  and  accidexit,  l?^n  to  pro- 
duce difciimiDatiGKis  and  peculiaritiiH, 
.Jet  the  .eye  i«  i^ot  tery  heedful  or  quick, 
yrhich  cannot  difcover  the  T^une  cau/es 
^ftUl  terminatlB^  tlielr  iniH^ence  in  tl\e 
(ajne  e^G^s,  toough  foinjctunes  accele- 
.r^ed>  Cometimts  retydcd,  or  perplexed 
W  mi^tij^ed  combinations.  We  are 
•  "^I  prompted  by  the  Cime  jnptives,  all  de- 
ceived by  the  iame  fallacies^  all  animat* 
,ed  bv  hope,  obrtxuAod  by  danger,  cf - 
tangled  by  4c(lre>  and  feduced  by  plea- 

It  is  frequently  olje6led  to  relations 
of  particular  lives,  that  they  are  not  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  any  ftriking  of  wonderful 
riciiiitudes.  The  fcholar  who  P>^d  hU 
life  amonff  his  books,  the  meroiant  who 
condufitcd  only  hii  own  affairs,  the 
prieft,  whofe  fphejre  of  a^ion  was  not 
extended  beyond  that  of  his  duty,  are 
coniidered  as  no  proper  objects  of^  pub-^ 
lick  reprd,  however  they  might  hate  ex- 
celled in  their  feveral  ftations,  whatever 
mijght  have  been  their  learning,  integri- 
ty^ and  }>iet|r.  But  this  notion  anfes  ' 
iroin  faUe  meafures  of  excellence  and 
dimity,  and  muft  be  eradicated  by  con- 
tSnaff,  t^iat  in  theci^eein  oJFuacoiTUpt- 
ed  reaioft,  what  is  of  moft  nib  is  of  moft 
Value. 

It  is,  indeed)  not  improper  to  takcho- 
neft  advantages  of  prejudice^  and  to  gain 
attention  by  a  celebrated  name  j  but  the 
^ufinefs  of  the  biographer  is  often  to  pafs 
fiiehd)*  ov^r  thofc  [u^ifufj,-,.  ;:..^.r  ..tiJ  Iv.- 

to  lead  the  tbougjhts  ipfo  doiBclllrL  pi  i- 
viLK^j  3iid  dili^lay  the  niuiute  details  of 
d^lLy  liic,  whcfe  tutcnQv  rippenda^t  s  iw^u 
C4^  afldEj  and  men  excel  each  otliirotily 
hy  pnjdcJk t  a nd  by  viriu i-.  The  accou h t 
pfXlii^inas  iSj  witli  great  propviet^^faid 
by  itS  auUK>r  to  have  been  writftiij  \hit 
it  fnJdtt  lay  open  to  ppftcrity  the  pih"ntc 
aiiJ  fttnxijiar  ch;ani£ier  of  that  mnp,  ftt- 
JpiUgeniMm  it  csttJ^nm  ex  i^/m;  ft  aft  ^ 

t-\wA.A,.^  j,i<j  gfniiis  will  iQ  five  end  <jf 
T  Ins  v/rit£Tigs  pr-.^'pi'cd  in  ad- 

^^c  are  many   mvlfiblc   cirmm- 

■"       .  v^h'cbj  v.fn?ilkr  ^c  re:id  as  tn- 

i  'iii-al  or  iDoj-al   know- 

—      ^  ■-  iQ^citd  ^D  crObyrgL^  our 

IftaH    nutitjck    octyrrpncc^» 
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has  not  fi?rgot,  In  Ms  account  of  Cati- 
line, to  nemack  that  bis  nuM  imoj  nov^ 
^^icky  and  agmufi$^^  as  an  indication 
of  a  inlnd  revolving  fomethingAvith  vio- 
lejDt  commotion.  Thus  the  ilory  of  Nle- 
Iwdhon  affords  a  flriking  le^x^fp  on  dbe 
Value  of  time,  by  informii^  us,  th^t 
when  he  made  an  appointment,  he  ei* 
pe6led  not  only  the  hoiir,  but  the  minujte 
to  he  £xed,  that  the  day  n^glu  oot  ruii 
out  in  the  idletiefs  of  ^Q)enfe ;  and  all 
the  plans  and  cntc^qprizes  of  I)e  Wit  ars 
]^ow  of  leis  In^rtance  to  the  world,  thaa 
that  part  of  his  perfonal  chara^er  which 
ireprefents  him  as  cartfid  rf  iu  Bealtb^ 
and  nesligcnt  of  bis  iife. 

But  oiography  has  of^en  been  allotted 
to  writers  who  feem  very  little  acquaint- 
ed with  tl^  Oatm:e  of  their  talk,  or  very 
negligent  about  the  performance.  They 
rarely  affbixl  any  other  accoimt  thail 
might  be  coUeiled  irokn  publicl/ papers, 
but  imagine  themfclVes  writing  a  lif«' 
when  they  exhibit  a  chronological  feriet 
of  aflions  or  preferments  \  and  fo  littlei 
regard  the  manners  or  behaviour  of  theii? 
heroes,  that  more  knowledge  may  be 
gained  of  a  man's  re?d  ch^irafter,  by  a. 
mort  conVerfation  with  one  of  his  fer- 
vants,  than  from  a  formal  and  ftudied 
narrative,  begun  with  his  pedigree^  aod 
ended  with  his  funeral. 

If  now  and  then  they  condefcend  ^ 
inform  the  world  of  particular  fa6ts> 
they  are  not  always  fo  happy  as  to  fileft 
the  mod  important.  I  know  not  weil 
what  advantage  pofterity  can  receive  from 
the  only  cu-cumftance  by  which  Ticket 
has  diftinguilhed  Addifon  fixmi  the  reft 
of mankird— /i6^  irregularity  ofbispulfe  t 
nor  can  I  think  myfelf  overpaid  for  the 
time  fpent  in  readin?  the  life  of  MaJU 
herb,  oy  being  enabled  to  relate,  after 
the  learned  biographer  j  that  Malherb  had 
two  predominant  opinions  j  one,  that  the 
loofenefs  of  a  fingJe  woman  might  de- 
flroy  all  her  bpaft  of  ancient  defcertt  j  the 
other,  that  the  Fr^ch  beggars  made  uft» 
very  improperly  and  barbaroufly,  of  the 
phrafe  noble  Gjfntlemart,  becaufe  cithoc 
word  included  the  fenfe  of  both. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  natural  rca- 
Ibns  why  thefe  narratives  aije  of^en  writ- 
ten by  iuch  as  were  not  likely  to  give 
much  iiyb-u<^iort  or  delight,  and  wly 
moft  accounts  of  particumr  perfons  zrp 
barren  and  ufelefs.  If  a  life  be  delay^ 
till  intcreft  and  envy  are  at  an  end,  wje 
Wiav  hope  for  impartiality,  bv^t  muft  ci^- 
pert  little  iatelllgencc}  for  tht  intldents 
S  «  which 
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Whtch  siTe  ttctUtact  to  biography  are 
of  a  volatile  and  eranefcent  kiiid>  fuch 
as  ibon  efcapt  the  memory,  and  are  rarely 
tranfinittcd  by  tradition.  WekttoV^rhow 
few  can  pourtray  a  living  aequahltince, 
except  hr  his  moft  prominent  and  ob- 
IcrraBIi^  Jtarticnlaritiesi  and  the  grofler 
feator^s  «?  iiis  mind ;  and  it  may  be 
eaiily  itnagmed  how  much  of  this  little 
knowledge  may  be  loft  in  imparting  it, 
and  how  fodn  a  fucceflion  of  copies  will 
iofc  all  refemblance  of  the  original. 

If  the  biographer  writes  from  pcr- 
fonal  knowledge,  and  makes  hafte  to 
mtify  the  publick  curiofity,  there  is 
•oangcrlefthis  intereft,  his  fear,  his  gra- 
titude, or  his  tendcmefs,  overpower  his 


fidelity,^  and  tempt  hxm  to  conceal,  if 
not  to  invent.  There  are  many  wh« 
think  it  an  aft  of  piety  to  hide  the  fiiultir 
or  failings  of  their  'friends,  even  when 
they  can  no  longer  fiiffer  by  their  detec- 
tion} we  therefore  fee  whole  ranks  of 
charafters  adorned  with  uniform  pane- 
gyrick,  and  not  to  be  known  firom  one 
another,  but  by  intrinfick  and  cafual 
circumftanccs.  *  Let  me  remember/ 
fays  Hale,  <  when  I  find  myfelf  inclin- 
'  ed  to  pity  a  criminal,  that  thero  it 
«  likewile  a  pity  due  to  the  country.* 
If  we  owe  regard  to  the  memory  of  the 
dead,  there  is  yet  more  refpcA  to  be 
paid  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  and  fi 
truth. 


N«LXI.   TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  i6>  1750- 

FALSUS  HONOK   JVTAT,  ET  MENBAX  IHFAMIA  TKIRST 

<2,CEfl|'NISI  MENOOSUM  ET  MENDACSM  ?  tj 

false  pxazse  can  chakm,  vkrsal  iraml  contkovl   ■      ■ 
whom  but  a  vicx0v8  or  a  sicxlt  soul  f 

Francis* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 


SIR, 


IT  is  extremely  vexatious  to  a  man  of 
eager  and  thirfty  curiofity  to  be  placed 
at  a  &;reat  diftance  from  the  fountain  of 
intelligence,  and  not  only  never  to  re- 
*ccive  the  current  of  report  till  it  has  fa- 
tiated  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  5 
but  atlaft  to  find  it  mudded  in  it's  courie, 
and  corrupted  with  taints  or  mixtures 
from  eveiy  channel  through  which  it 
flowed. 

One  of  the  chief  plcafurcj  of  my  life 
IS  to  hear  what  palies  in  the  world,  to 
know  what  are  the  fchemes  of  the  po- 
litick, the  aims  of  the  bufy,  and  die 
hopes  of  the  ambitious ;  what  changes 
of  publick  meafures  are  approaching; 
who  is  likely  to  be  cniflied  in  the  colli- 
fion  of  parties ;  who  is  climbing  to  the 
top  of  power,  and  who  is  tottering  on 
the  prticipicc  of  difgrace.  But,  as  it  is 
very  common  for  us  to  defire  raoft  what 
we  are  the  lead  qualified  to  obtain,  I 
"tiave  fuffered  this  appetite  4>f  news  to 
•utgrpw  all'thc  gratmcations  which  my 
pre&nt  fituation  can  afford  it;  for  being 

5 laced  in  a  remote  country,  I  am  con- 
emned  always  to  confound  the  future 
with  the  paft,  to  fqfm  prognoftications 
of  events  no  longe^  doubtful,  and  to 
•opKidor  tbe  naptSkai^Y  o^  fchemos  al- 


ready escecuted  or  defeated.  I  am  per- 
plexed with  a  perpetual  deception  in  my 
profpe£ls,  like  a  man  pointing  his  tele- 
fcopc  at  a  remote  ilai-,  which  before  the 
light  reaches  his  eye  has  forfaken  thfc 
p&ce  from  which  it  was  emitted. 

The  mortification  ofbeing  thus  always 
behind  the  a£live  world  in  my  reflexions 
and  difcoveries,  is  exceedingly  aggravat- 
ed by  the  petulance  of  thoie  whofenealtb, 
or  bufinels,  or  pleafure,  brings  them  hi- 
ther fixMn  London.  For,  without  con- 
fidering  the  infuperable  di  ('advantages  of 
my  condition,  amd  the  unavoidable  ig- 
norance which  abfence  rauft  produce, 
they  often  treat  me  with  the  utmofl  fu- 
percilioufnefs  of  contempt,  for  not  know- 
ing what  no  human  fagacity  can  difcoverj 
and  fometimes  feera  to  confider  me  as  a 
wretch  fcarcely  worthy  of  human  c<>0- 
verfe,  when  I  happen  to  talk  of  the  for- 
tune of  a  bankrupt,  or  propofe  the  healt^ 
of  the  dead,  when  I  warn  them  of  mif- 
chiefs  already  incurred,  or  wifh  for  mea* 
f\u-es  that  havt  been  lately  taken.  They 
feem  to  attribute  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  intellects  what  they  only  owe  to  the 
accident  of  their  condition,  and  thuJc 
themfelvcs  indifputably  intitlcd  to  ain  of 
infol^nce  and  authority,  when  they  ww 
another  ignorant  of  fafts}  which,  be- 
caufi;  they  echoed  ia  tlic  ftre«tf  of  L^ 
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Man*  t^hej  (uppofe  equally  publick  in  all 
•ther  places,  and  known  wKere  they  could 
metther  be  feen,  related,  nor  conjeaured. 
To  this  haugbtinefs  they  are  indeed 
too  ranch,  encouraged   by  the  refpe^^ 
'which  they  receive  amongft  us,  for  no 
other  reafon  than  that  they  come  from 
London*    For  no  fooner  is  the  arrival 
of  one  of  thcic  diffeminators  of  know- 
ledge known  in  the  countiy,  than  we 
crood  about  him  from  every  quarter, 
and  by  innumerable  enquiries  flatter  him 
into  an  opinion  of  his  own  importance. 
He  fees  himfclf  furroundcd  by  multi- 
tudes, wlio  propofi:   their  doubts,  and 
refer  their  controvcrfies  to  him,  as  to  a 
being  defcended  from  ibme  nobler  re- 
gion; and  be  grows  on  a  fudden  oracu- 
kus  and  infallible,  folves  all  dilHculties, 
and  iets  all  obje6Uons  at  defiance. 

There  Is,  in  my  opinion,  gr^at  reafon 
for  fufpe^ing,  that  they  fometimes  take 
advantage  of  this  reverential  modefty, 
and  impofe  upon  iiiftick  underitandings 
with  a  falfe  ihew  of  univerial  intelligence  j 
for  I  do  not  find  tliat  they  are  willing 
to  own  thtmfelves  ignorant  of  any  thing, 
or  that  they  difmifs  any  enquirer  with  a 
pofitive  and  decifive  anfwer.  The  court, 
the  city,  the  park,  and  exchange,  are  to 
thofemen  of  unbounded  obfervation 
equally  familiar,  and  they  are  alike  ready 
to  tcU  the  hour  at  which  flocks  will  rife^ 
or  the  miniftry  bechana;ed, 

Aihort  refidence  at  London  entitles  a 
man  to  knowledge,  to  wit,  to  politenefs, 
;Lmi  to  a  defpotick  and  dictatorial  power 
•f  prefcribing  to  the  rude  multitude, 
whom  ht  coiSefcends  to  honom-  with  a 
btenjual  vifit ;  yet,  I  know  hot  well  upon 
what  motives,  I  have  lately  found  myfelf 
inclined  to  cavil  at  this  prcfcrtption,  and 
to  doubt  whether  it  be  not,  on  foroe  oc^ 
cafions,  proper  to  withhoM  our  venera- 
tion, till  we  are  mors  authentically  con- 
vinced of  the  merits  of  the  claimant. 

It  is  well  remembered  here,  that,  about 
firveo  wars  agp,  one  Frolick,  a  tall  boy, 
with  lank  hair,  remarkable  for  flealmg. 
tggifVid  picking  them,  was  taken  from 
£e  (chool  in  this  pariih,  and  fent  up  to 
Ixjodon  to  ftudy  the  law.  As  he  had 
nven  aroongft  us  no  proofs  of  his  genius, 
Sefigned  by  nature  for  extraordinary 
po^rmances,  he  was,  from  the  time  of 
bs  deportore,  totally  forgotten ;  nor  was 
tliMC  anr  talk  of  his  vices  or  virtues,  his 
Ipood  or  his  ill  fortune,  till  lail  fummer 
a  rsp^  burft  upon  iiSi  that  Mr.  Frolick 


was  come  down  la  the  firft  poft-chalis 
which  this  village  had  ieen,  having  tra- 
velled with  fuch  rapidity,  that  one  of  bia 
poftilions  had  broke  his  le^r,  and  another 
narrowly  efcaped  fuffocation  in  a  quicks 
fand.  But  that  Mr.  Frolick  Teemed  to- 
tally unconcerned,  for  fuchthings  wcra 
never  heeded  at  London.      ^ 

Mr.  Frolick  next  day  appeared  among 
the  gentlemen  at  their  weekly  meeting 
on  the  bowling-green  j  and  now  were  feeii 
the  effe^s  of  a  London  education.  H  ja 
drefs,  his  languas^e,  his  ideas,  Nrere  ail 
new  J  and  he  did  not  much  endeavour 
to  conceal  his  contempt  of  every  thing 
that  differed  from  the  opinions,  or  pi^a&- 
tice,  of  the  modifh  world.  He  fliewed  na  . 
the  defoimity  of  our  fkirts  and  fleeves, 
iiiformed  us  where  hats  of  the  proper  fiae 
were  to  be  fold,  and  recommendeid  to  u« 
the  reformation  of  a  thouiand  abfurditiet 
in  our  doaths,  oiu'  cookery,  and  our 
converfation.  When  any  of  his  phrafea 
were  unintelligible,  he  could  not  fup- 
prefs  the  joy  ofconfefled  luperiority,  but 
frequently  delayed  the  explanation,  that 
he  might  enjoy  his  triumph  over  our 
barbarity. 

When  he  is  pleafed  to  entertain  ut 
with  a  ftory,  he  takes  care  to  croud  into 
it  names  of  (breets,  fquares,  and  build- 
ings, with  which  be  knows  we  ai^  un- 
acquamted.  The  favourite  topicks  of 
his  difcourfe  are  the  pranks  of  drunk- 
ards>  and  the  tricks  put  upon  country 
gentlemen  by  porters  and  link-boys. 
When  he  is  with  ladies,  he  tells  them 
of  the  innumerable  pleafures  to  which 
he  can  introduce  them ;  but  never  fails 
to  hint  how  much  they  will  be  deficient 
at  their  firft  arrival,  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  town.  What  it  is  to  kno'w  the  to^v/tp 
he  has  not  indeed  hitherto  infoi-med  us ; 
though  there  is  no  phrafe  fo  frequent  in 
his  mouth,  nor  any  fcience  whicn  he  ap- 
pears to  think  of  fo  great  a  value,  or  C9 
difficult  attainment. 

But  my  curiofity  has  been.raofl  en^ 
gaged  by  the  recital  of  his  own  adyen* 
tures  and  atckievements.  I  have  heard 
of  the  union  of  various  charaftcrs  in 
fingle  perfons,  but  never  met  with  fucl\ 
a  conftellation  of  great  qualities  as  this 
man's  narrative  afFoids.  Whatever  has 
diftinguifhed  the  hero)  whatever  ha% 
elevated  the  wit  5  whatever  has  endeared 
the  lover  J  are  all  concentered  in  Mr. 
Frolick,  whofe  life  has,  for  feven  yc?r5, 
been  a  regular  interchange  of  intrigues, 
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nlan^frs,  ttA  vngmitt^  xnd  who  has 
lliftiaguHfaed  hbnteGP  in  .eve^  chara£ler 
"that  can  be  feared,  envied,  or  admired. 

1  queftien  whether  all  the  officers  of 
llwro)ral  navy  can  bring  together,  from 
aH  their  journals,  a  collection  of  fo 
mmy  wonderful  efcapes  as  thiff  man  has 
knovfn  upon  the  Thames,  on  which  he 
lu|8  been  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times 
on  the  point  of  perifhing,  fometimcs  by 
the  terrors  of  fMlifh  women  in  the  fame 
Ixiat,  (braetimes  by  his  own  acknow- 
ledged imprudence  in  palTmg  the  river 
m  the  danc,  and  fometimes  by  fhooting 
^  bridge,  under  which  he  has  rencoun- 
tered mountainous  ws^ves,  and  dreadful 
CKtarads, 

Nor  left  has  been  his  temerity  by 
knd,  nor  fewer  his  hazards.  He  has 
reeled  with  giddinefs  on  the  top  of  the 
Monument;  he  has  croflcd  the  ftreet 
amidfi  the  rufli  of  cpacjies ;  he  has  been 
'furroundedby  robbers  without  number  j 
•lie  has  headed  parties  at  the  playhoufe  5 
'Tie  has  fcaled  the  windows  of  tvery  toaft 
©f  whatever  condition ;  hehas  been  hunt- 
«1  for  virhole  winters  by  his  rivals  j  he  has 
Hept  upon  bulks,  he  has  cut  chairs,  he 
^lias  bilked  coachmen  j  he  has  relcncd  his 
^Iriends  from  the  bailtifs,  has  knocked 
dbwn  the  conibhle,  has  bullied  the  jyf- 
tice,  and  performed  many  other  exploits, 
•that  have  filled  the  town  with  wonder 
■nd  with  merriment. 

Bdt  yet  greater  is  the  fame  of  his  un- 
derftanJing  than  his  bravery  j  for  he- 
informs  us,  that  he  is,  at  Lojkion,  the 
cftabliAied  arbitrator  of  all  points  of  ho- 
nour, and  the  dccifive  judge  of  all  per- 
fonnances  of  gwiiui }  that  no  mulical 
pftfomjer  is  in  reputation  till  tlie  opipion 
.of  ProKtk  has  rati ficii  his.pretenfions; 

•  that  the  theatres  fiiljx-nd  their  iientcnce 
'till  he  Kj^ins  the  clap  or  hifs,  in  v^-liigh 

all  are  prorid  to  concur  j  that  no  p^iblick 
-entertammcm  has  fuilcd  or  fuccvwlcd, 

but  bccaufe.Iic  unpofcd  or  favouretl  it  5 
•that  all  controyerfics  at  the  gaming-table 

•  are  rcfe-itd  to  hi^  d^ui-mliiation;  that 
-  h«  aJjufts  thtf  certmDnial  at  every  ;iir*;pt- 


bly,    and  prefcnbcs  tvwy  hi^oA  of 
pleafure  or  of  di^efs. 

With  cvci-y  man  whofe  name  ocpurt 
in  the  papers  of  the  day,  he  is  jntimatelr 
acquainted  {  and  there  arc  rtry  fewpofts, 
either  in  the  flate  or  army,  of  whiph  1^ 
has  not  more  or  left  influei^ced  the  dii- 
pofal.  He  lias  been  very  frequently  con- 
fulted  both  upon  war  and  peace  j  but  th/e 
time  is  not  yet  come  when  the  nation 
ihall  know  h«w  muc)ijt  is  indebted  t^ 
the  inenius  of  Frolick* ' 

"^et,  notwlthftandin^  all  thefe  de- 
clarations, I  cannot  hitherto  perfuadp 
mjrfelf  to  fee  that  Mr.  Frolick  has  moqe 
wit,  or  knowledge,  or  courage,  than 
the  reft  of  mankind,  or  that  any  yncom- 
mon  enlargement  of  his  faculties  Iia^ 
happened  in  the  time  of  his  abfence* 
For  when  he  talks  on  fu^jefts  known  to 
the  reft  of  tlie  company,  he  has  no  ad- 
vantage over  us,  but  by  catches  of  in- 
terruption, briflojefs  of  interrogation, 
and  pertnefs  of  contempt ;  and  therefore 
if  he  has  ftunned  the  world  with  h^a 
name,  and  gained  a  place  in  the  iiift 
ranks  of  humanity,  I  cannot  but  con- 
cludej  that  either  a  little  underftandtng 
confers  eminence  at  London,  orthatMr. 
Frolick  thinks  us  unworthy  of  the  ex- 
ertion of  his  powei-8,  or  tliat  his  faculties 
are  benumbed  by  rural  ftnpidity,  as  tl\e  \ 
magnet  ick  needle  lofes  it's  animation  in  ) 
the  polar  climes.  *  ,/ 

I  would  not,  however,  like  mai\y 
hafty  philofoplie;  8,  fearch  after  the  cau|c 
till  I  am  certain  of  the  effef^  j  and  theic- 
^fqre  I  defirc  to  be  iufcrmed,  whether 
you  have  yet  heairf  the  great  name  of  ' 
Mr.  Frolick.  If  he  is  ^celebrat^d  hf. 
other  tongues  than  his  own,  I  /hall  \vill 
lingly  prcpagntc  his  praifc ;  but  if  he  hat 
fwelled  amoiig  us  with  empty  l^p^^fls, 
and  honoui-s  confcrrtrd  only  by  hirnltdjF^ 
I  (hall  treat  him  with  niftick  (iqccnty* 
and  drive  him  as  an  impoftbr  from  thit 
part  ,of  the  kingdom'  to  ferae  region  ^f 
more  credulity. 

I^^&c. 
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|CDW  TO  ME9«A*t  DRAGONS  FIX  MT  BEINt, 
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HOW  ON  BADALIAH  WAXEN   FINIONS  STRAY, 
ML  THOSE  WHXCH  WAFTEp  ?ERiEU»  ON  HIS  WAYt 


rm  THE  RAMBLER. 

I  Am  a  jroun^  woman  of  a  very  large 
foTtuntf  which,  if  my  parents  would 
luive  been  perfua4ed  to  com)>ly  with  the 
inks  and  jcuftoms  of  the  polite  part  of 
mankind,  might  long  iince  have  raifed 
ine  to  the  bigbeft  honours  of  the  itmaie 
world;  but  fb  (Irangely  hsye  they  hi- 
dierto  contrived  to  waile  my  life,  that  I 
im  HOW  on  the  borders  of  twenty,  with^ 
out  having  eyor  danced  but  at  our 
monthly  alembly,  or  been  toafted  but 
imong  a  few  gentlemen  of  the  neight 
bouriiood,  or  &n  any  company  in  which 
it  was  worth  a  wifti  to  be  diftinguifhed* 

My  father  having  inipaired\ls  patii- 
moiry  in  foliciting  a  place  at  coiut,  at 
laftgre>vwir«  enough  to  ceafe  his  purfuit; 
and,  to  repair  the  confequences  of  ex- 
benfive  aitendaace  and  negligence  of  his 
dflairs,  married  a  ladv  much  older  than 
l^felf,  who  had  Uvea  in  the  faibionabk 
world  till  file  was  confidered  as  an  en* 
cumbrance  upon  parties  of  pleafui-e,  andj 
as  I  can  coifed  from  Incidental  infor- 
jiuUioHs,  retired  from  gay  ademblies  juft 
^e  enou^  to  efcape  the  mortification 
of  univerlal  negle^. 

She  was,  however,  ftillrich,  andaot 
♦et  wriiiklal.  My faier wa§  too  diftrds- 
fully  embansUlea  to  think  much  on  any 
thing  but  the  means  of  extrication ;  and 
though  it  is  not  likely  that  he  wanted 
thi  delicacy  which  polite  converlation 
will  always  produce  in  underftandings 
not  remarkai)|y  defective,  yet  he  wat 
coiftented  with  a  match,  by  which  he 
rnigh't  be  fet  free  from  inconveniencies^ 
that  wculd  hare  deftroyed  all  the  plea- 
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furet  of  imagination,  and  taken  from 
foftnefs  and  baraty  the  power  of  deliglit-' 
tng. 

As  they  were  lx)th  fomewhs^  diigufted 
with  their  treatment  in  the  world,  and 
married,  though  without  any  diflikeot 
each  other,  yet  principally  for  the  (akt 
of  fetting  themfelves  free  from  depcn* 
dence  on  caprice  or  fafhion,  they  iboA 
retired  into  the  country,  and  devoted 
their  live;?  to  rural  bufmris  and  diver* 
(tons. 

They  had  not  ynuch  rcafon  1^  regret 
the  diange  of  their  fituation  j  for  their 
vanity,  which  had  (6  long  been  tormoit* 
ed  fey  neglcft  and  difappolntment,  wat 
here  gratified  with  ^ery  honour  that 
could  be  paid  them.  Their  long  fami* 
Fiarity  with  miblick  life  made  them  ths 
oracles  of  all  thofe  who  afpircd  to  intel- 
ligence, or  politenefs.  My  ^ther  die. 
tated  politicfcs,  my  mother  prefcribed 
the  mode ;  and  it  was  fufHcient  to  cntitlt 
any  £unily  to  fome  coniideration,  that 
fliey  were  known  to  vifit  at  Mrt. 
Courtlv's. 

In  this  ihte  they  were,  to  fpcak  m  tht 
ftyle  of  novelifts,  made  happy  by  tlis. 
birth  of  your  correlbondent.  My  pa- 
rents had  no  other  child  j  I  was  therc^i 
fore  not  brow-beaten  by  a  fiiucy  brother^ 
or  loft  in  a  multitude  of  co-heircfles^ 
whofe  fortunes  being  equal,  would  pro- 
bably have  confeiTed  equal  merit,  and 
procured  equal  regard ;  and  as  my  m6* 
ther  was  now  old,  my  underftamUn^ 
and  my  perfon  had  fair  play,  ray  enqui* 
ries  were  not  checked,  my  advances  to- 
wards unportance  were  not  repreflfed,  and 
I  wa|  foon  fufFcred  to  tcU  my  own  opi^ 
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irionsy  and  earif  accuftomed  to  hear  my 
•wn  praifes* 

By  Chefe  accidental  advaxitages  I  was 
wrocH  exalted  above  the  young  ladies 
with  vrbom  I  coiiveried»  and  was  treated 
by  them  with  great  deference .  I  faw  none 
mho  did  not  (cem  to  confefs  my  fwperi- 
•rityy  and  to  be  held  in  awe  by  the  fplen- 
dourof  my  appea  ranee ;  for  thcfondnefs 
cf  my  father  made  himfeU*  pleafed  to 
iec  mc  (kefled,  and  my  mother  had  no 
tantty  nor  expcnces  to  hinder  her  from 
cbncnrring  wit)&  his  inclinations. 

Thus,  Mr.  Rubier,  I  lived  without 
much  defirc  after  any  thing  beyond  the 
circle  of  our  rifits  j  and  here  I  fhould 
kave  qitietly  continued  to  portion  out 
my  time  anK>ng  my  books,  and  my  nee- 
6i,  and  my  company,  had  not  my  cu* 
ffofity  been  every  moment  excited  by 
Ihe  convcrfation  of  my  pai'cnts,  who, 
whenever  they  (it  down  to  familiar  prat- 
tle, and  endeavour  the  entertainment  of 
<ach  other,  immediately  tranfport  thcm- 
ftlves  to  London,  and  relate  fome  adven- 
ture in  a  hackney-coach,  fonife  frolick  at 
a  mafquerade,  feme  converfation  in  the 
JPark,  or  fome  quarrel  at  an  aflembly ; 
difplay  the  magnificence  of  a  biith-night, 
telate  the  conquefts  of  maids  of  honour, 
©rgiTe  3  hiftoiy  of  diveriions,  ft\ows, 
and  entertainments,  which  I  had  never 
known  but  from  their  accounts. 

I  am  fo  well  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of 
tftc  gay  world,  that  I  can  relate,  with 
great  pun£luality,  the  lives  of  all  the 
Uft  race  of  wits  and  beauties ;  can  enu- 
kierate,  with  cxaft  chronology,  the 
whole  fucceflion  of  celebrated  iingers, 
muficians,  tragedians,  comedians,  and 
harlequiiw ;  can  tell  to  the  laft  twenty 
years  all  the  changes  of  fafhions  j  and  am, 
indeed,  a  compleat  antiquary  with  re- 
fpc€t  to  head-dreiTes,  dances,  and  operas. 

You  will  eafily  imagine,  Mr.  Ramblei*, 
that  I  could  not  hear  thefe  narratives, 
for  fixteen  yeai*s  together,  without  fuf- 
fering  fome  imprcflion,  and  wifhingmy- 
felf  nearer  to  thofc  places  where  every 
hour  brings  fome  new  plcafure,  and  life 
is  diverfincd  with  an  unexhaufted  fuc- 
ceflion of  felicity. 

I  indeed  often  aflced  my  mother  why 
fhe  left  a  place  which  flie  recollected 
with  fo  much  delight,  and  why  (he  did 
not  vifit  London  once  a  year,  like  fome 
flther  ladie«,  and  initiate  me  in  the  world 
by  (bowing  me  it's  amufements,  it's 
grandeur,  arid  it's  variety  But  (he  al- 
ways told  me  that  the  days  which  fhe 


had'feto  were  fuch  at  will  never  i 
again ;  that  all  diverfion  it  now  degene- 
rated, that  the  convei-fation  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  is  infipid,  that  their  fafhions  are 
unbecoming,  their  cuftoms  abfuid,  and 
tlieir  morals  corrupt;  that  there  it  no 
ray  left  of  the  genius  which  enlightened 
the  times  that  fhe  Femembcrt;  that 
no  one  who  had  feen,  or  heard,  the  an- 
cient performers,  would  be  able  to  bear 
the  bunglers  of  this  defpicable  age ;  and 
that  there  is  now  neither  polite^ft,  nor 
pleaiure,  nor  virtue,  in  the  world.  She 
therefore  afTiures  me  that  fhe  ccmfultt  my 
happinefs  by  keeping  aie  at  home,  for  I 
fhould  now  find  nothing  but  iRexation 
and  difgufl,  and  fho  fhould  be  afhamed 
to  fee  me  pleafed  with  fuch  fopperies  and 
trifles,  as  tiike  up  the  thoughtt  of  the 
prefent  fet  of  young  people. 

With  this  aniwcr  i  was  kept  quiet  for 
feveral  years,  and  thought  it  no  great 
inconvenience  to  be  confined  to  the  coim- 
try,  till  laft  fummer  a  yoijng  gentleman 
and  his  fifber  came  down  to  pafs  a  fe^r 
months  with  one  of  our  neighbours* 
They  had  generally  no  great  regaitl  for 
the  country  ladies,  but  diflinguifhed  me 
by  a  paiticular  complaifance ;  and,  as  wo 
grew  intimate,  gave  me  fuch  a  detail  of 
the  elegance,  the  fplendour,  the  mirth^ 
the  happinefs  of  the  town,  that  I  am  re- 
(bived  to  be  no  longer  biuied  in  igno- 
rance and  obfcurity,  but  to  (hare  with 
other  wits  the  joy  of  being  admired,  and 
divide  with  other  beauties  the  empire  o£ 
the  wt>rld. 

I  do  not  find,  Mr.  Rambler,  upon  a 
deliberate  and  impartial  companfbnji 
that  I  am  excelled  by  Belinda  in  beauty, 
in  wit,  in  judgment  j  in  knowledge,  of 
in  any  thing,  but  a  kind  of  gay,  Tivelw 
famihaiity,  by  which  fhe  mingles  witl| 
fb*angers  as  with  perfons  long  acoualntw 
ed,  and  which  enables  her  to  difpiay  her 
powers  without  any  obfhii^on,  hefita- 
tion,  or  confufion.  Yet  Ae  can  relate  a 
thoiifand  civilities  paid  to  her  in  pub- 
lick,  can  produce,  from  a  hundred  lovert^ 
letters  filled  with  praifes,  proteftationt^ 
exta(ies,  and  defpair;  has  been  handed 
by  dukes  to  her  chair;  has  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  innumerable  quarrels ;  has  paid 
twenty  vifits  in  an  afternoon ;  been  in-« 
vited  to  fix  balls  in  an  evening;  and 
been  forced  to  retire  to  lodgings  in  the 
country  from  the  importunity  of  court- 
fhip,  and  the  fatigue  of  pleafure. 

I  tell  vou,  Mr.  Rambler,  I  will  fby 
here  no  longer.    I  have  at  bft  prevairr 
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ad  upon  my  tnoCher  to  (u4  me  to  town, 
and  ihall  fet  out  in  three  weeks  on,  the 
grand  expedition.  I  intend  to  live  in 
{nib|Lck»  and  to  crowd  into  the  winter 
rrcry  pieaAire  which  naoney  can  pui*- 
chafe,  and  every  honour  which  beauty 
can  obtain. 

But  this  tedious  interval  how  ihaj]  I 
^mbire?  CannoC  you  alley tatc  the  mifery 
cf  dday  by  (omt  pkafing  dAdfcription  of 
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lh»  entcrfainments  of  Ae  town?  I  can 
read,  I  can  talk,  I  can  think  of  nothing 
eliir  i  and  if  you  will  not  Iboth  my  im- 
patience, heighten  my  ideas,  and  ani- 
mate my  hopes,  you  may  write  for  thofe 
who  have  mort  leifiure,  but  are  not  to 
expe^  any  lo  iger  the  honour  of  being 
read  by  thole  eyes  which  are  nt>w  intent 
only  on  conqueft  and  deftru6Uon. 

Rhodocua. 


N^'  LKIII.  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  22, 1750. 


■  I  MABaaAT  ijapx  duckntoi, 

SiCrK  PKCIM  tlRTOS;    MODOKEGBS    AT^VE    TKTRAKCllASy 
OMHIA    MAGNA    LO^VXIfS:    UODOy   SIT    AflHI    MKMfA    TltirSS,    ET 
CONCHA    SAX'18    PVtl,    ST    TOGA,    ^M    l>JtftHPttit   TRlOVip 
HiiAUyi$    CRAStA,    QJUEAT.  ^  HOR. 

MOW  WITH  TW9  IfVKDRlO  8LAV|t  ^E   CROWDS  RIB  TRAIN^ 
MOW  WALKS  WITH  TEN.       IN   HIGH  AND  HAUGHTY  ITRAlNy 
AT^MORN,  or   KINGS   AMD  GOVERNORS   HE   PRATES; 
AT  NIGHT—*    A  FRUOAL   TABLE,    0  YE   PATEs! 

*  A  LITTLE  SHELL,  THE  SACRE^  SALT   TO  HOLD} 

*  AND  CLOTHES,  THO^  COARSE^  TO   KEEP  ME   FROM  TH£  COLD.^ 


IT  has  been  remarked,  perhaps,  by 
every  writer  who  has  left  behind  him 
nbfervations  upon,  life,  that  no  man  i9 
pkaldd  with  nis  prefent  ibte$  which 
proves  equally  imiatisfa^lory,  fap  Ho> 
race,  whether  fallen  upon  by  chance,  or 
cbofen  with  deliberation ;  we  are  alway» 
difgufted  with  fome  circumftance  or 
other  of  our  iituation,  and  imagine  the 
condition  of  others  more  abundant  in 
bleffingfby  or  lefs  expoied  to  calamities. 

This  univeHal  difcontent  has  been 
generally  mentioned  with  great  feverity 
of  cenfure,  as  unrea£bn&le  in  itfelt, 
fkact  of  two,  equally  envious  of  each 
other,  both  cannot  have  the  larger  (hare 
of  happiness,  and  as  tending  to  darken 
life  With  uoneceflfary  gloom,  by  with;- 
drawing  our  minds  &om  the  contempla- 
tion  and  enjoyment  of  that  happinels 
which  our  ftate  affords  us,  and  6xing 
our  attention  upon  foreign  obje^ls, 
which  we  only  behold  to  deprefs  our- 
ielves,  and  increaie  ow  mifery  by  inju- 
lious  cottpariibns. 

When  this  opinion  of  the  felicity  of 
Others  predominates  in  the  heart,  fo  as 
$o  excite  refolutions  of  o&taining,  at 
whatever  price,  the  condition  to  which 
^h  tranfcendent  privileges  are  fuppofed 
to  be  annexed ;  waen  it  burfts  into  ac- 
tion, and  produces  fraud,  violence,  and 
injukice,  it-is  to  be  purfued  with  all  the 
rigour  of  legal  punilhma^ts.   Butwlule. 


Francis* 

operating  only  upon  the  thoughts,  it  clif«- 
turbs  none  but  him  who  has  happened 
to  admit  it,  and,  however  it  may  inter* 
nipt  content,  makes  no  attack  on  piety 
or  virtue,  I  cannot  think  it  fo  far  crimi- 
nal or  ridiculous,  but  that  it  may  de* 
ferve  fome  pity,  and  admit  fome  excufe. 

That  all  are  equally  happy,  or  mile- 
rable,  I  fuppofe  none  is  fuificiemly  cn- 
thuibftical  to  maintain;  becauie  though 
we  cannot  judge  of  the  condition  of 
others^  yet  every  man  has  found  fre- 
quent viciiEtudes  in  his  own  Itate,  ard 
rouft  therefore  be  convinced  that  life  is 
fufceptiblc  of  more  or  lefs  felicity. 
What  then  (hall  forbid  us  to  endeavour 
the  aheration  of  that  which  is  capable  of 
hemg  improved,  and  to  grafp  at  aug- 
mentations of  good,  when  we  know  tt 
poflible  to  be  increafcd,  and  believe  that 
any  particular  change  of  fituation  will 
increafc  it  ? 

If  he  that  finds  himfclf  uneafy  may 
reafonably  make  efforts  to  rid  himllif 
from  vexation,  all  mankind  have  a  fuf- 
iicient  plea  for  feme  degree  of  fcftleff- 
nefs,  and  the  fault  feems  to  be  little 
more  than  too  much  temerity  of  conclu- 
fion  in  favour  of  fomething  not  yet  ex- 
perienced, and  too  much  rc^tlint^.fVto  be- 
lieve that  the  mifery  which  our  :;.vn  paf- 
fions  and  appetites  produce,  is  brouf^ht 
upon  us  by  accidental  caules,  and  cxter- 
nal  efficients.  ,„^,,GoOgIe     j^ 
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It  is,  indeed,  frequently  difcovcred 
by  us,  that  we  complained  too  haftily  of 
peculiar  hardfhips,  and  i^nagined  our- 
felves  diftinguilhcd  by  embarnU&nent$» 
in  which  other  claffcs  of  men  are  equally 
entangled.  We  often  change  a  lighter 
for  a  greater  evil,  and  wifh  ourfelves  re- 
ftored  again  to  the  ftatc  fiom  which  wc 
thought  it  deiirable  to  be  delivered. 
But  this  knowledge,  though  it  is  eafily 
gained  by  the  trial,  is  not  always  at- 
tainable any  other  way ;  and  that  error 
cannot  juftly  be  reproached,  which  rea- 
fon  could  not  obviate,  nor  prudence 
avoid.  • 

To  take  a  view  at  once  diftin^  and 
comprehenfivc  of  human  life,  with  all 
it's  intricacies  of  combhiation,  and  va« 
rieties  of  connexion,  is  beyond  the  pow- 
er of  mortal  intelligences.     Of  the  ftate  ^ 
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point,  or  led  on  in  the  plain  bcatef^\ 
track  which  their  fathers  and  gi^mdlircs  / 
have  trod  before  them .  / 

Of  two  conditions  of  life  equally  in- 
viting to  the  profpe£l,  that  will  always 
have  the  difad vantage  which  we  have  ail- 
ready  tried;  becauft  the  evils  which  we 
have  feh  we  cannot  extenuate  j  and 
though  we  have,  perhaps  from  nature^ 
the  power  as  well  of  aggravating  the 
calamity  which  we  fear,  as  of  height- 
ening the  bleffing  we  expeft,  yet  in  thoTe 
meditations  which  we  indulge  by  choice, 
and  which  are  not  forced  upon  the  mind 
by  neceility,  we  have  always  the  art  of 
fixing  our  r^ard  upon  the  more  pleaf- 
ing  images,  and  fuffer  hope  to  difpole 
the  lights  by  which  we  look  upon  fu- 
turity. 

Tne  good  and  ill  of  diflferent  modes  of 


with  which  praftice  has  not  acquaintedx  life  are  fometimes  fo  equally  oppofcd, 
u«^  we  fnatch  a  glimpfe,  we  difcem  a  \  that  perhaps  no  man  ever  yet  made  his 
|>omt,  and  regulate  the  reft  by  paflion,  Ichoice  between  them  \ipon  a  full  convic- 
and  by  fancy.^  In  this  enquiry  every  tion  and  adequate  knowledge;  and  there- 
favourite  prejudice,  every  innate  dcfire,  lore  flufluation  of  will  is  not  more  won- 
is  bufy  to  deceive  us.  We  are  unhappy, 
at  leaft  lefs  happy  than  our  nature  feems 
to  admit  j  we  neceCfarily  defire  the  me-  . 
lioration  of  our  lot ;  what  we  defire,  we 
very  reafonably  feek,  and  what  we  feek 
wc  are  naturally  eager  to  believe  that  wc 
have  found.  Our  confidence  is  often 
diibppointed,  but  our  reafon  is  not  con- 
vinced ;  and  there  is  no  man  who  does 
not  hope  for  fomething  which  he  has 
not,  though  peihaps  his  wilhes  lie  un- 
a£Vive,  becaule  he  torcfecs  the  difficulty 
of  attainment.  As  among  the  nume- 
rous ftudcnts  of  Hcrmetick  philofophyy 
not  one  appears  to  have  defifted  from 
the  taik  of  tranlinutation  from  convi6lion 
of  it's  impofTibility,  but  from  wcarinefs 
of  toil,  or  impatience  of  delay,  a  broken 
body,  or  exhaufted  fortune. 

Irrefolution  and  mutability  arc  often 
the  faults  of  men  whofe  views  are  wide, 
and  whofe  imagination  is  vigorous  and 
excurfive,  becaufe  the)'  cannot  confine 
their  thoU2:ht8  within  their  own  boun- 
daries of  a^ton,  but  arecontinually  rang- 
ing over  all  the  fcenes  of  human  oxift- 
ence,  ajid  confequently  aie  often  apt  to 
conceive  that  they  fall  upon  new  regions 
of  plcafure,  and  ftart  new  poflibilities 
of  happincfj.  Thus  they  are  bu/ied 
with  a  pcn5ctual  tucccffion  of  fchemcs, 
and  pals  tliclr  lives  in  alternate  elation 
and  lor:  ow,  for  want  of  that  calm  and 
immoveable  acouierccnce  in  their  con- 
dition by  whioD  men  oi'  flower  undcr- 
iUiidingk  arc  fixed  for  ever  to  a  certain 


dei-ful,  when  they  are  propofed  to  the 
eleftion,  than  ofcillations  of  a  beam^^ 
charged  with.equal  weights.  The  mind y/ 
no  fooner  imagines  itfclf  determined  by 
fome  prevalent  advantage,  than  fome 
convenience  of  equal  weight  is  difcover- 
cd  on  the  other  fide,  and  the  refolutions 
which  are  fuggcfted  by  the  niceft  exami« 
nation  are  often  repented  as  foon  as  they 
are  taken. 

Eumenes,  a  young  man  of  great 
abilities,  inherited  a  large  eftate  from  a 
father  long  eminent  in  confpicuous  era- 
plojrments.  His  father,  haraffed  with 
competitions,  and  perplexed  with  muU 
tipllcity  of  bufineis,  recommended  the 

?juiet  of  a  private  (bition  with  fo  much 
orce,  that  Eumenes  for  fome  years  re- 
filted  every  motion  of  ambitious  wifhes ; 
but  being  once  provoked  *y  the  fight  of 
oppreflion,  which  he  coula  not  redrefs, 
he  began  to  think  it  the  duty  of  an  ho- 
neft  man  to  enable  himfelf  to  prote^ 
others,  and  gi-adually  felt  a  defire  of 
greatnefs,  excited  by  a  thoufand  projefts- 
of  advantage  to  his  country.  His  for* 
tune  placed  him  in  the  fenate,  his  know* 
ledge  and  eloquence  advanced  him  at 
couit,  and  he  poflfeflred  that  authority 
and  influence  which  he  had  rcfolved  to 
exert  for  the  happincfs  of  mankind. 

He  now  became  acquainted  with  <;reat» 
nefs,  and  was  in  a  ihort  time  convmced, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  power  of  doing 
well  is  enlarged,  the  temptations  to  do 
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kimielfeTery  moment  in  danger  of  bein^ 
either  feduced  or  drircn  from  his  honeft 
Durpoles.  Sometimes  a  friend  was  to 
DC  firatificd,  and  fometimes  a  rival  to  be 
cnimed,  by  means  which  his  confcience 
oould  not  approve.  Sometimes  he  was 
fcrced  to  comply  with  the  prejudices  of 
the  puWick,  and  fometimes  with  the 
ichemes  of  the  minifby.  He  was  by 
degrees  wearied  with  perpetual  ftruggles 
to  unite  policy  and  virtue,  and  went 
back  to  retirement  as  the  flielter  of  in- 
iioceDce>  perfuaded  that  he  could  only 
hope  to  benefit  mankind  by  a  blamelefs 
escample  of  private  virtue.  Here  he  fpent 
ibme  years  in  tranquilKty  and  benefi- 
cence $  but  finding  that  corruption  in- 
creafed^  and  falfe  opinions  in  govern- 
ment prevailed,  he  thought  himfelf  again 
iuiiinioned  to  pofts  o?  publick  truft. 


from  which  new  evidence  of  his  own 
weaknefs  again  determined  him  to  re- 
tire. 

Thus  men  may  be  made  inconftant 
by  virtue  and  by  vice,  by  too  much  or 
too  little  thought ;  yet  inconftancy,  how- 
ever dignified  by  it's  motives,  is  always 
to  be  avoided,  l>ecaure  life  allows  us  but 
a  fmall  time  for  enquiry  and  experiment ; 
and  he  that  fteadily  endeavours  at  ex- 
cellence, in  whatever  employment,  will 
more  benefit  mankind,  than  he  that  he- 
fitates  in  chuiing  his  part  till  he  is  called  \ 
to  the  pcrfoi-mance.  The  traveller  that  \ 
relblutely  follows  a  rough  and  winding  » 
path  will  fooner  reach  the  end  of  his 
journey  than  he  that  is  always  chang- 
ing his  direftion,  and  waftes  tie  hours 
of  day-light  in  looking  for  (inoothcr 
ground,  and  (horter  pa&ges. 
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Sallust* 

TO    LIVE   IN    rilENDSHIP    IS    TO    RAVE    THE    SAME    DESIRES   AND   THE   SAME 

AVERSION6.  > 


WHEN  Socrates  was  building 
himlelf  a  houfe  at  Athens,  be- 
ing afked  by  one  that  obferved  the  little- 
nefs  of  the  deiign,  why  a  man  fo  emi- 
neot  wonU  not  have  an  abode  more  fuit- 
oble  to  his  dignity  ?  he  replied,  that  he 
ihouM  think  himlcif  fufficiently  accom- 
modated, if  he  coukl  ice  that  narrow 
habitation  filled  with  real  friends.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  this  great  mafler  of 
tiumon  Uns  concerning  the  infrequency 
of  fuch  an  union  of  minds  as  might  de- 
fcrve  the  nan^  of  Friendfhip,  that,  among 
the  multitudes,  whom  vanity  or  curiofi- 
ty,  civility  or  veneration,  crouded  about 
lum,  he  did  not  expe6l  that  very  Ipa- 
cious  apaitments  would  be  nectflary  to , 
contain  all  that  (hould  regard  him  with 
fiocere  kindnefs,  or  adhere  to  him  with 
fteady  fidelity. 

So  many  qualities  are  indeed  requifite 
to  the  poffibiKty  of  friendfhip,  a!nd  fo 
raaoy  accidents  mull  concur  t»  it*s  rife 
and  it*s  continuance,  that  the  greatefl 
part  of  mank  ind  content  themfelves  with- 
out it,  and  fupplv  it*s  place  as  they  can, 
with  intereit  ana  dependance. 

Multitudes  are  unqualified  for  a  con- 
ftant  and  warm  reciprocation  of  benevo- 
lence, as  they  are  incapacitated  for  any 
other  elevated  excellence  by  perpetual 
attention  to  their  inteirrt,and  unrdifting 
Aibje^iom  to  their  pailions.  I«ong  habitt 


may  fuperinduce  inability  to  deny  any 
denre,  or  repreis,  by  fuperior  motives, 
the  importunities  of  any  immediate  gra- 
tification, and  an  inveterate  feltiflincfs 
will  imagine  all  advantages  diminiflicd  ^ 
in  proportion  as  they  aie  communicated.     •> 

But  not  only  this  hateful  and  con- 
firmed corruption,  but  many  varieties  of 
difpoiition,  not  inconfillent  with  com- 
mon d^ees  of  virtue,  may  exclude 
firiendfhip  from  the  heart.  Some  ardent 
enough  in  their  benevolence,  and  defec- 
tive neither  in  officioufnefs  nor  liberality, 
are  mutable  and  uncertain,  foon  attrafled 
by  nov  objcfts,  difguftcd  without  of- 
fence, and  alienated  without  enmity. 
Othecs  are  fofc  and  flexible,  eafily  in- 
fluenced by  reports  or  whiri>ers,  ready 
to  catch  alarms  from  every  dubious  cir» 
cumitance,  and  to  liften  to  every  fufpi- 
cion  which  envy  and  flattery  (hall  fugfw 
geft;  to  follow  the  opinion  of  every  * 
confident  advifcr,  and  move  by  the  im- 
pulfe  of  the  laft  breath.  Some  are  im- 
patient of  conti-adiftion,  more  willing 
to  go  wrong  by  their  own  judgment, 
than  to  be  iiulcbted  for  a  better  or  fafcr 
way  to  the  fagacity  of  another;  inclined 
to  confider  counfcl  as  infult,  and  enquiry 
as  want  of  confidence  j  and  to  confer  their 
regard  on  no  orher  terms  than  u?  'ferved 
fubmiflion,  and  implicit  con  •■'  -c. 
Some  arc  dark  and  mvolvcd,  i  ^^idly 
T  a  careful 
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careltil  to  conceal  ^[ood  and  bad  pur- 
-pofts,  and  pleafed  with  producing  dfefts 
by  invifible  meant,  and  fliewing  their 
defign  only  in  it's  execution.  Odiers 
are  univemlly  communicative,  aliloe 
open  to  every  eye,  and  equally  prolii^ 
of  their  own  fecrets  and  thofe  of  others, 
without  the  neceflary  vigilance  of  cau- 
tion, or  the  honed  arts  of  prudent  inte- 
grity J  ready  to  accuft  without  malice, 
and  to  betray  without  treachery.  Any 
of  thefe  may  be  ufeful  to  the  commumty, 
and  pafs  through  the  world  with  the  re- 
putation of  good  purpofes  and  uncor- 
rupted  morals,  but  they  are  unfit  for 
clofe  and  tender  intimacies.  He  cannot 
iT  properly  be  chofcn  far  a  friend  whofe 
/  fcindnefs  is  exhaled  by  it's  own  warmth, 
i  or  fi-ozen  by  the  firft  blaft  of  flander  5 
"  he  cannot  oe  a  ufeftil  counfellcr  who 
will  hear  no  opinion  but  his  own;  he 
will  not  much  invite  confidence  whofe 
principal  m&xitti  is  to  fuljjcft ;  nor  can 
the  candour  and  franknefs  of  that  man  be 
much  eftecmed  who  fpreads  his  anus  to 
human-kind,  and  makes  every  man,with- 
out  dilHnflion,  a  denizen  of  msbolbm. 

That  friendfhip  may  be  at  once  fond 
andlafting,  there  muft  not  only  be  equal 
virtue  on  each  part,  but  virtue  of  the 
fame  kind;  not  only  the  fame  end  muft 
be  propofed,  but  the  fame  means  muft  be 
approved  by  both.  We  are  often,  by 
fupeificial  accompliftiments  and  acci- 
dental tndeannents,  induced  to  love  thofe 
whom  we  cannot  efteem ;  we  are  ibme- 
times,  by  great  abilities,  and  incontefti- 
ble  evidences  of  viitue,  compelled  to  ef- 
teem  thofe  whom  we  cannot  love.  But 
frierdfhip,  compounded  of  efteem  and 
love,  derives  from  one  it's  teikiciificfs,  and 
it's  permanence  from  the  other;  and 
thcR'fcrc:  retiuircs  not  only  that  it's  can- 
dldi^fes  fhould  gain  the  judgment,  but 
that  they  fiiould  attra6\  the  affc^ions ; 
that  they  /honld  not  only  be  fii*m  in  the 
<*ay  of  diftrcfs,  but  gay  in  the  hour  of 
jollirr ;  not  only  ultful  in  exigencies,  but 
pljrrnig  in  familiar  life;  their  prelence 
ihoiild  give  cheeifiilnefs  as  well  as  coU- 
lago,  and  dilptl  alike  the  gloom  of  fear 
and  of  melancholy. 

To  this  mutual  complacency  is  ge- 
nendly  rcquiltte  an  uniformity  of  opi- 
ricnis,  at  leaft  of  thofe  a6Vive  and  con- 
fpicucus  principles  which  difcriminate 
pa'  tics  in  government,  and  (ct\s  in  re- 
liofiofi,  ar.d  which  every  day  operate  more 
or  K  f"u  on  rhe  common  bufinefs  of  life. 
For  liioiigh  grtat  tenderneis  has,  per- 


haps,  been  fometimet  known  to  contintm 
between  men  eminent  irt  contrary  fac- 
tions, yet  fuch  friends  are  to  be  (hewn 
rather  at  pixxiigies  than  examples  $  and 
it  is  no  moi'«  proper  to  regulate  our  con-  , 
du6k  by  fuch  inlttnces,  than  to  leap  a 
precipice,  becaufe  Ibme  have  fallen  from 
it  and  efcaped  with  life. 

It  cannot  but  be  extremely  difficult 
to  prefeive  private  kindnefs  in  the  m jdft 
of  publick  oppofition,  in  which  will  nc- 
ceffarily  be  involved  a  thouiand  incidents, 
extenduig  their  influence  to  converfetion 
and  mivacy.  Men  engaged,  by  moral 
or  rttigious  motives,  in  contrary  parties, 
will  genei-ally  look  with  diffCTent  eye« 
upon  every  man,  and  decide  almoft  every 
oueftion  upon  different  principles.  When 
uich  occahons  of  di{putc  happen,  to  com- 
ply is  to  betray  «ur  caufc,  and  to  main- 
tain  friendfhip  by  ceafing  to  defervc  it  j 
to  be  filent,  is  to  lofe  the  happioefs  and 
cfignity  of  independence,  to  live  in  per- 
petual conftraint,  and  to  defert,  if  not  to 
betiay :  and  who  ihall  determine  which 
of  two  friends  fhall  yield,  where  neither 
bclie>'es  himielf  miftakcn,  and  both  con- 
fefs  the  importance  of  the  queftion? 
What  then  remains  but  contradi^on 
and  debate?  and  fitmi  thofe  what  can 
be  expefted  but  acrinftony  and  vcht* 
mence,  the  infolcnce  of  triumph>  tiit 
vexation  of  defeat,  and,  in  tifne^  • 
wearinefs  of  cpnteft,  and  an  extinftioft 
of  benevolence  f  Exchange  of  endear- 
ments and  intercourfe  of  civility  may  ,^ 
contmue,  indeed,  as  boughs  may  for  a  ^ 
whilebe  verdant,whenthe  root  is  wound-  J 
od ;  but  the  poifon  of  difcord  is  infaiedtK 
ami '  though  the  countenance  may  pre-  \ 
{erve  it's  fmile,  the  heart  is  haraening  / 
and  conn^6Vlng. 

That  man  will  not  be  long  st^reeabtt 
whom  we  fhe  only  in  times  offenoulheA 
and  feverity;  and  therefore,  to  maintain 
the  ibfrnefs  and  fereni^  of  benevolentci 
it  is  n«eefiiiry  that  friends  partake  each 
others  pleafures  as  well  as  cares,  and  b* 
led  to  the  fame  dhrtrijons  by  faniKtude 
of  tafte.  This  is,  however,  not  to  b^ 
confidered  as  equally  indifpen(^ble  with 
conformity  of  principles,  btcanfe  any 
man  may  honeftly,  according  t6  the  pre- 
cepts of  Hor^^ce,  refign  the  gratification 
ot  tafte  to  the  humour  of  another;  and 
fiicndflrip  may  well  dcfcrvc  the  facrifice 
of  plcaAjrc,  though  not  of  confcience. 

it  was  oncfc  confe/fed  to  mt,  by  a 
pamter,  that  no  profijflTor  of  his  art  ever 
loved  another.    This  declaration  is  fo 
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(ar  juftiiied  by  the  knorwledge  of  life,  as 
to  damp  the  hopes  of  warm  and  confbanc 
friendihip  between  men  whom  their 
fhidies  nave  made  competitors,  and 
Whotn  every  favourer  and  evay  ceaftirer 
are  hourly  inciting  againft  each  other. 
The  utmoft  cxpcCTation  that  experience 
can  warrant,  is,  that  they  ftiould  for- 
bear open  hoftilitic^  and  fecret  machina- 
tions, and  when  the  whole  fraternity  is 
Attacked,  be  able  to  unite  againfi  a  com- 
mon foe.  Some,  however,  though  few, 
jnay  perhaps  be  found,  in  whora-cmula- 
tion  nas  not  been  able  to  overpower  ge- 
Bcrofity,  who  are  diftin^ifned  from 
lower  beings  by  nobler  motives  than 

Cthe  love  of  fame,  and  can  preferve  the 
facred -flame  of  friendlhip  from  the  gulls 
of  pride,  and  the  nibbim  of  intereft. 

Friendfhip  is  feldom  lafting  but  be- 
tween equals,  or  where  the  Superiority 
on  one  ude  is  reduced  by  fome  equiva- 


lent  advantage  cm  the  other.  Benefitt 
which  cannot  b«  repaid,  and  obligations 
which  cannot  be  diicharged,  are  not 
commonly  found  to  increafe  affe^^lioa; 
they  excite  gratitude  indeed,  and  height- 
en veneration,  but  commonly  takeaway 
that  eafy  freedom,  and  familiarity  of  in- 
tercourfe,  without  which,  though  thers 
may  be  fidelity,  and  zeal,  and  admira* 
tion,  there  cannot  be  friendfliip.  Thus 
imperfefl'are  all  earthly  bleliings;  the 
gr^t  effeft  of  friend /liip  is  beneficence^ 
yet  by  the  firfl  aft  of  uncommon  kind- 
mfs  it  is  endangered,  like  plants  that^^ 
bear  their  fruit  and  die.  Yet  this  con*  t 
fideration  ought  not  to  reftrain  b^unty^ 
or  reprefs  compaflion,  for  duty  is  to  b» 
preferred  before  convenience  5  end  he  that 
l6fes  part  of  the  pleai'ures  oi  ^endfhip 
by  his  generofity,  gains  in  it's  place  the 
^atulatioQ  of  hb  conlcience. 


N»  LXV.  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  30,  1750, 
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THX  CREXSFTTL  SAGS,  WHEN  S0LXM13  DICTATES  FAILy 
CONCXALS  THE  MOXAL  COUNSEL  IN  A  TALE. 


OB  I D  AH,  the  fon  of  Abcnlina,  left 
the  caravanfera  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  purfued  his  journey  through 
the  pJainiof  Indoftan.  He  was  frefh  and 
vigorous  wth  reft  5  he  was  animated  with 
hope }  he  was  incited  by  deiire ;  he  vtralked 
fwiftly  forward  over  the  vallies,  and  faw 
the  fiills  graduaTly  riling  before  him.  As 
he  paiC^  along,  his  ews  virere  delighted 
with  the  morning  lone  of  the  bird  of 
paradife,  he  was  fanned  by  the  laft  flut- 
ters of  the  finking  breeze,  and  fprinkkd 
with  dew  by  groves  of  fpicts }  he  fome- 
times  contemplated  the  towering  height 
of  the  oak,  monarch  of  the  hills ;  and 
Ibmetimes  caught  the  gentle  fi-agrance 
of  the  primrolc,  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
ipring  t  all  his  fenfes  were  gratified,  and 
aU  care  was  banifhed  from  his  heart. 

Thu»  he  wenfon  till  the  fun  a{>proach- 
cd  hit  meridian,  and  the  increafmg  heat 
preysd  upon  his  ftrength  5  he  then  look- 
ed round  about  him  for  fome  more  com- 
modious path.  He  faw,  on  his  right- 
hand,  a  grove  that  feemed  to  wave  it's 
ifaades  as  a  fign  of -invitation ;  he  entered 
it,  and  fouad  the  ctidfiefs  and  verduiT 


irrefiftibly  plcafant.  He  did  not,  hovr* 
ever,  forget  whither  he  was  travel  ling, 
but  found  a  narrow  way  bordered  with 
flowers,  which  appeared  to  have  the  fam^ 
dire£lion  with  the  main  road,  and  was 
pleafed  that,  by  this  happy  experiment, 
he  had  found  means  to  unite  pleafure 
with  bufinefs,  and  to  gain  the  rewards  of 
diligence  without  fufFcring  it's  fatigues. 
He  therefore  ftill  continued  to  walk,  for 
a  time,  without  the  Icaft  remlflion  of 
his  ardour,  except  that  he  was  fome- 
times  tempted  to  flop  by  the  mufick  of 
the  birds,  whom  the  neat  had  alFembled 
in  the  fhade;  and  ibmetimes  amufed 
himfelf  with  plucking  the  flowers  that 
covered  the  banks  on  either  fide,  or  tlie 
fruits  that  hung  upon  the  branches.  At 
laft  the  green  path  began  to  decline  from 
it's  firft  tendency,  and  to  wind  among 
hills  and  thickets,  cooled  with  fountains, 
and  murmuiing  with  water-falls.  Here 
Obidah  nauled  for  a  time,  and  began 
to  confider  whether  it  wcie  longer  fafi 
to  forfake  the  known  and  common  track  j 
but  remembering  that  the  heat  was  now 
in  it's  greateft  violenc?>  and  that  tl)e 
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plain  was  dufty  and  uneven,  he.refolved 
to  purfiic  the,  ncvv  path,  which  he  fup- 
paied  only  to  make  a  few  meanders,  in 
compliance  with  the  varieties  of  the 
ground,  and  to  end  at  laft  In  the  com^ 
mon.road. 

Having  thus  cilmcd  his  foiicitude^ 
he  renewed  his  pace,  tliough  he  .Ai- 
fpefked  that  he  was*  not  gaining  ^und. 
This  uneafinefs  of  his  mind  mclined 
him  to  lay  hold  on  every  new  objedl,  and 
give  way  to  every  fenfation  that  might 
Kjoth  or  divert  him.  He  liftcncd  to  every 
echo,  he  mounted  every  hill  for  a  frcfh 
profpe£t,  he  turned  afidc  to  every  cafcade, 
«nd  plcafcd  himfclf  with  tracing  the 
couric  of  a  gentle  river  that  rolled  among 
the  trees,  ami  watered  a  large  region  with 
innumerable  circumvolutions.  In  thefe 
amuieraents  the  hows  paiTcd  away  un- 
counted, his  deviations  had  perplexed 
his  memory,  and  he  knew  not  towards 
what  point  to  ti-avcl.  He  ttood  pcn- 
iive  and  confufcd,  afraid  to  go  forward 
left  he  Ihould  go  wrong,  yet  confcious 
that  the  time  of  loitering  was  now  pall. 
While  he  was  thus  tortured  with  un- 
certainty, the  {ky  was  overfpread  with 
clouds,  the  day  vanished  from  before 
him,  and  a  mdden  tempeft  gathered 
round  his  head.  He  was  now  roiiied 
by  his  dangei*  to  a  quick  and*  painful 
remembrance  of  his  folly ;  he  now  faw 
how  happincfs  is  loft  when  cafe  is  con- 
fultedj  he  lamented  the  unmanly  impa- 
tience that  prompted  him  to  leek  fhclter 
in  the  grove,  and  defpifcd  the  petty  cu- 
riofity  that  led  him  on  from  trifle  to 
trifle.  While  he  was  thus  reflcfting,  the 
air  grew  blacker,  and  a  clap  of  thunder 
broke  his  meditation. 

He  now  refolved  to  do  what. remain- 
ed yet  in  his  power,  to  tread  back  the 
ground  which  he  had  pafled,  and  try  to 
fend  feme  ifliie  where  the  wood  might 
open  into  the  plain.  He  proftrated  him- 
fclf on  the  ground,  and  commended  his 
life  to  the  Lord  of  nature.  He  rofe  with 
confidence  and  tranquillity,  and  prefled 
on  with  his  fabre  In  his  hand,  for  the 
beafts  of  the  dcfart  were  in  motion,  and 
on  every  hand  were  heard  the  mingled 
howls  of  rage  and  fear,  and  ravage  and 
expiration  j  all  the  horrors  of  darknefs 
and  folitude  furrovmdcd  himj  the  winds 
roared  in  tlie  woods,  and  the  torrents 
tumbled  from  the  hills — 


WorkM  into  fudden  rage  by  wint*ry  fhowVty 
i)own  the  fteep  hill  the  roaring  torrent  pours  5 
The  mountain  ihepherd  hcart>  the  diibct  noife* 

Thus  forlorn  and  diftccfTed,  he  wan- 
dered through  the  wild,  without  know- 
ing whither  he  was  going,  or  whether  he 
was  every  moment  drawing  nearer  to 
{afety  or  to  deftru^ion.  At  length  not 
fear  but  labour  began  to  overcome  him  j 
his  breath  grew  (hort,  and  his  knee^ 
trembled;  and  he  was  on  the  point  of 
lying  down  in  refignation  to  his  fate» 
when  he  beheld  through  the  brambles 
the  glimmer  of  a  taper.  HC  advanced 
towards  the  light,  and  finding  that  it 
proceeded  from  the  cottage  of  a  hermit, 
he  called  humbly  at  the  door,  and  ob- 
tained admiflion.  The  old  man  fet  be- 
fore him  fuch  provifions  as  he  had  col- 
le£led  for  hunfelf,  on  which  Obidah  fed 
with  eagemeis  and  gratitude. 

When  the  rcpalt  was  over—*  Tell 

*  me,*  faid  the  heimit,  *  by  what  chance 

*  thou  haft  been  brouglit  hither  j  I  have 

*  been  now  twenty  years  an  inhabitant 

*  of  the  wildernefs,  in  which  I  never  faw 

*  a  nwn  before.*  Obidah  then  related 
the  occurrences  of  his  journey,  wtliout 
any  concealment  or  palliation. 

<  Son,*  faid  the  hermit,  *  let  the  er- 
rors and  follies,  the  dangers  and 
efcape,  of  this  day,  fink  deep  into  thy 
heart.  Rememl>er,  my  fon,  that  hu- 
man life  is  the  journey  of  a  day.  We 
rife  in  the  morning  M'  youth,  frill  of 
vigour  and  full  of  expe6lation ;  we  let 
forward  with  fpirit  and  hope,  with 
gaiety  and  with  diligence,  and  travel 
on  a  while  in  the  ftraight  road  of  piety 
towaids  tile  manfions  of  reft.  In  a 
ftieit  time  we  remit  our  fervour,  and 
endeavour  to  find  fome  mitigation  of 
cur  duty,  and  fome  more  caiy  means 
of  obtaining  the  fame  end.  We  then 
relax  our  vigour,  and  refolve  fto  long- 
er to  be  terrified  with  crimes  at  a  dif- 
tance,  but  rely  upon  our  own  con- 
ftancy,  and  venture  to  approach  what 
we  refolve  never  to  touch.  We  thus 
enter  the  bowers  of  eafe,  and  repofe  in» 
the  fhades  of  fecurity.  Here  the  heart 
foftcns,  and  vigilance  fubfides;  we 
are  then  willing  to  enquire  whether 
another  advance  cannor  be  made, 
and  whether  we  may  not,  at  leaft, 
turn  our  eyes  upon  the  gardens  of 
pleafure.  We  approach  them  with 
fcruplc  and  hefitation;  we  enter  them, 
but  enter  timorous  and  tremblings 
and  always  hope  to  pafsthrough  them 
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Without  lofing the  road  of  virtue,  which 
vre  for  a  whUe  keep  in  our  fight,  and 
to  which  we  propofe  to  return.  But 
temptation  fucceeds  temptation,  and 
one  compliance  prepares  us  tor  another^ 
we  in  time  lofe  the  happinefs  of  inno- 
cence, and  folace  our  dilquiet  with  fen- 
fual  mtifications.  By  degrees  we  let 
fall  the  remembrance  of  our  original . 
intention,  and  quit  the  only  adequate 
•bjeft  of  rational  defii-c.  We  entan- 
gle ourfelves  in  bufinefs,  immergeour- 
ielves  in  luxury,  and  rove  through  the 
labyrinths  of  inconftancy,  till  thedark- 
ne(s  of  old  age  begins  to  invade  us, 
and  difeafe  and^  anxiety  obitruft  our 
way.  We  thcii  look  back  upon  our 
lives  with  hon-or,  with  forrow,  with 
repentance ;  and  wiih"^  but  too  often 


vainly  wifh,  that  we  had  not  forces 
the  ways  of  virtue.  Happy  are  they, 
my  fod,  who  ihall  leam  from  thy  ex* 
ample  not  to  dei'pair,  but  ihall  remem- 
ber, that  though  the  day  is  paft,  and 
their  ftrength  is  wafted,  there  yet  re- 
mains one  effort  to  be  made ;  that  re- 
formation is  never  hopelefs,  nor  fm« 
cereendeavoufs  ever  unaiUfted^  that 
the  wanderer  may  at  length  return  af« 
ter  all  his  errors;  and  that  he  wha 
implores  ftrength  ^nd  coun-ge  from 
above,  fhall  iind  danger  and  difficulty 
give  way  before  him.  Go  now,  my 
fon,  to  thy  repoie ;  commit  thyfclf  to 
the  care  of  Omnipotence ;  and  when 
the  morning  calls  again  to  toil,  begio 
anew  thy  journey  and  thy  life.* 


N'LXVI.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  3,  i75au 


PAVCI  OlGNOSCZKt  POSSVNT 
YIKA  BOKA,    ATqjffX  ILLIS  MULT.UM  OIVIRSA,    KXMOTA 
XEllORIS  NXBVLA. 
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XKOW  THEIR  OWN   GOOD)    OR   KNOWING  IT,  PURSUE? 
MOW  VOID  OP  REASON  ARE  OUR   QOPBS  AND  PEARS? 


Drydii^* 


THE  folly  of  human  wifhes  and 
puriuits  has  always  been  a  ftandir.or 
fiibjeft  of  mirth  and  declamation,  and 
Jus  been  ridiculed  and  lamented  from 
age  to  age ;  till  ptrhaps  the  fi*uitlefs  re- 
petition of  complaints  and  cenfures  may 
be  jullly  numbered  among  the  fubjefb 
of  cenfure  and  complaint. 

Some  of  thefe  inlh-uftors  of  mankind 
have  not  contented  themfelves  with 
checking  the  overflows  of  pafiion,  and 
lopping  the  exuberance  of  defire,  but 
have  attempted  to  deftroy  the  root  as 
Weil  as  the  blanches  j  and  not  only  to 
coniine  the  raind  within  bounds,  but  to 
Imooth  it  for  ever  by  a  dei^dcalm.  They 
have  employed  their  rcaibnand  eloquence 
to  pcrfuade  us,  that  nothing  is  worth  the 
wiih  of  a  wiic  man  j  have  reprefentjed  all 
earthly  good  and  evil  as  iudiiferent;  and 
counted,  among  vulgar  enors,  the  dread 
ci  pnin,  and  the  love  of  life. 

It  is  ahnoft  always  the  unhappinefs  of 
a  virio: ions  deiputant,  todeftroyhis  own 
authunryby  cla.mmg  too  many  confe- 
ijuences,  or  diffufing  his  propofition  to 
an  Mfkni'ihU  extent.  When  we  have 
jw.a.ed  our  ztal  in  a  cauie,  and  elated 


our  confidenct  with  fucccfs,  we  are  na, 
turally  inclined  to  purfuc  the  fame  train 
of  reafoning,  to  eftablilh  fome  collateral 
truth,  to  remove  fome  adjacent  difficul- 
ty, and  to  take  in  the  whole  comprehen- 
lion  of  our  fyftem.  As  a  prince,  in  the 
ardour  of  acquifition,  is  willing  to  fe- 
cure  his  firlt  conqueft  by  the  addition  of 
another^  add  fortrefs  to  foitrefs,  and  city 
to- city,  till  defpair  and  opportunity  turn 
his  enemies  upon  him,  and  he  lofcs  in  a^ 
inome;it  the  glory  of  a  reign. 

The  philofophers  having  found  an 
cafy  vi^ory  over  thofe  defii^es  which  we 
produce  in  ourfclves,  and  which  termi- 
nate in  fome  imaginary  ftate  of  happinclk 
unknown  and  unattainable,  proceeded 
to  make  farther  inroads  upon  the  heart, 
and  attacked  at  laft  our  lenfes  and  our  ^ 
inftinfls.     They  continued  to  war  upon  ^i 
natiu-e  with  arms,  by  which  only  folly  4 
could  be  conquered }  they  therefore  loft  / 
the  trophies  of  their  former  combats, 
and  were  confidered  no  longer  with  re-. 
vereiice  or  regard. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  with  juftice  denied, 

that  thcfe  men  have  been  very  ufeful 

monitors,  and  have  left  many  proofs  of 

^  T  ftrong 
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iit>ng  rea£bf)>  di^  pentftmtion,  and  ac- 
curate attention  to  the  a^irs  of  life, 
y^  vhich  it  is  now  oui'  buiincfs  to  (tfparatc 
/  from  the  foam  of  9.  boil'mg  imagination, 
ind  to  apply  jutlicioufly  to  our  own  ufe. 
They  liave  fhcwn  that  moft  of  the  cpn- 
ditioos  of  life,  which  i-aife  tfie  envy  of 
the  timorous,  and  roufe  the  ambition  of 
the  daring,  are  empty  Aiowt  of  feUcityi 
,  whvcb,  vimen  they  oecomc  familiar,  loie 
their  power  of  delighting ;  and  that  the 
moJl  proTperous  ami  exited  have  T<ry 
lew  advantages  over  a  meaner  and  more 
oUbure  fortune,  when  their  dangers  and 
iblicitudes  are  balanced  againj^  t  heir  equ i - 
page,  their  banquets,  and  their  palaces. 
It  is  natural  for  every  man  unin(lru£l- 
ed  to  murmur  at  his  condition,  becaufe 
in  the  general  infelicity  of  life  he  feels 
his  own  mifei'ics,  vvithout  knowing  that 
they  are  common  to  all  the  reft  of  the 
fpecies;  and  therefore,  though  he  will 
not  be  kfs  i^nfible  of  pain  by  being  told 
that  others  are  equally  tormented,  he  will 
at  leaft  be  freed  from  the  temptation  of 
fecking,  by  perpetual  changes,  that  eafe 
which  is  no  where  to  be  found;  and, 
though  his  difeafe  ftill  continues,  he 
cfcapes  the  hazai-d  of  exafperating  It  by 
remedies. 

Thegratifkations  which  affluence  of 
wealth,  extent  of  power,  and  eminence 
of  reputation,  confer,  muft  be  always 
by  their  own  nature  confined  to  a  very 
finall  rvumbcr  j  and  the  life  of  the  g^reater 
part  of  mankind  mull  be  loft  in  empty 
^«*Nvi flies  and  painful  comparifons,  were 
.  not  the  balm  of  philofophy  ihed  upon 
us,  and  oiirTTTfcontent  at  the,  appearances 
of  an  unequal  diflribution  ioothed  and 
appeafed. 

It  fceraed,  perhaps,  below  the  dignity 
of  the  great  mailers  of  moral  learning, 
to  defcenJ  to  familiar  life,  and  caution 
mankind  againft  that  petty  ambition 
which  is  Jcnpwn  among  us  by  the  name 
of  Vanity ;  which  yet  had  been  an  under- 
taking not  unworthy  of  the  longeft  beard, 
and  mofl  folemn  auiterity.  For  though 
thtf  pafTions  of  little  minds,  a6ling  in  low 
Nations,  do  not  fill  the  world  with  blood- 
flied  and  devaflations,  or  mark  by  great 
events  the  periods  of  time,  yet  they  tor- 
ture the  breail  on  which  they  feize,  in- 
fed  thole  that  are  placed  within  the  reach 
of  their  influence,  deflroy  private  quiet 
and  private  virtue,  and  undermine  in- 
fenfibly  the  happinefs  of  the  world. 

The  defire  of  excellence  is  laudable, 
hut  U  very  frequently  ill  dlrefted.    Wc 


fall,  by  chance,  into  ibroe  ^afs  of  man- 
kind: and,  without  conful ting  nature  or 
wiklom>  refolvc  to  gain  their  regard  by 
thofe  qualities  which  they  hapi^en  to 
eftecm.  I  once  knew  a  man  remarkably 
dim-fighted,  who,  by  convcrfing  much 
with  country  gentlemen,  found  himielf 
irrefiftibty  determined  to  fyl van  honours* 
His  great  ambition  was  to  ihoot  flymg, 
9fld  fie  therefore  fpeht  whole  days  in  the 
woods  purfuing  game;  which,  before  ho 
was  near  enough  to  fee  them,  his  ap** 
proach  frighted  away. 

When  it  happens  that  the  defire  tends 
to  obje^s  which  produce  no  competition, 
it  may  hn  overlooked  with  fome  induK 
gence ;  becaufe,  however  fruitiefs  or  ab-* 
lurd,  it  cannot  have  ill  ei!e£ls  upon  the 
morals.  But  moft  of  our  enjoyment* 
owe  their  value  to  the  peculiarity  of  pof- 
felTion,  and  when  they  are  rated  at  too 
high  a  value,  give  occafion  to  ftratagcms 
of  malignity,  and  incite  oppoi^ion, 
hatred,  and  defamation.  The  contcH  of 
two  nu^  beauties  for  preference  and 
diilin£lion  is  often  fufficiently  keen  and 
rancorous  to  fill  their  breads  with  all  thofe 
paiHons  which  are  generally  thought  the 
curfe  only  of  fenates,  of  aiinies,  and  of 
courts ;  and  the  rival  dancers  of  an  ob- 
fcure  alTembly  have  their  partifans  and 
abettors,  often  not  lefs  exafperated  againCb 
each  othei*  than  thofe  who  arc  promoting 
the  interefts  of  rival  monarchs. 

It  is  common  to  confidcr  thofe  whom 
we  find  infe6led  with  an  unreafonable 
regard  for  trifling  accomplifhments,  as 
chargeat>le  with  all  the  confequencet  of 
their  folly,  and  as  the  authors  of  their 
own  unhappinefs;  but,  perhaps,  thofe 
whom  we  thus  fcom  or  detefl,  have  more 
claim  to  tendemefs  than  has  been  yet  al- 
lowed them.  Before  we  permit  our  fe* 
verity  to  break  loofe  upon  any  fault  or 
error,  we  ought  furely  to  confider  how 
much  we  have  countenanced  or  pro- 
moted it.  We  fee  multitudes  bufy  in  the 
purfuit  of  riches,  at  tlie  expence  of  wif- 
dom  and  of  virtue ;  but  we  fee  the  reft 
of  mankind  approving  theu*  conduft,and 
inciting  their  eagemefs,  by  paying  that 
regard  and  deference  to  wealtn,  which 
wifdom  and  virtue  can  only  dofervc. 
We  fee  women  univerfally  jeaious  of  th6 
reputation  of  their  beauty,  and  frequent- 
ly look  with  contempt  on  the  care  with 
which  they  fhidy  their  complexions,  en- 
deavour to  preferve  or  to  fupply  the 
bloom  of  youth,  regelate  every  oma« 
ment,  twiit  their  hair  into  curb,  and 
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BIMflV  V*I^V,  nK^«  IMOUI  JSK  ^RFCSVlKf  •    ^▼^ 

iX'*ci^lini(iM  the  cjor  of  tnoir  kkSoKf  pAHy 

bj  aU  tli^  arts  to  tb€  j^-i^tfs  bf  the 
IJIM.  Btft  ^^IriCeb  iltts  it  knoWii  that 
t^aak  Mddfiel^  or  ktiibwtttige  ^as  able 
fo  alBttl  ^at  oAeio^nieA,  <3f  lilf]!>itre 
fUtt  ardo#i  wfitch  bututV  i»rodUett 
^vfftite^  It  ikpipiin  ^  Am  ^ii  WhAt 
Itobe  eati  i^  todeaVoar  tb  perAiade 
llw  ladies,  tlttt  thfe  t[Mb  Mrii  «  tBe 
toilet  is  roft  lA  ^tty,  Whtm  thby 
have  eykrf  morHeilt  ibine  rtb#  eonrie- 
tiob»  that  tMr  tittertft  is  mdteeflf^aii. 
aliy  jurofll^tet!  hf  «  ribbaiicl  ir^  dlT- 


paM,  ttobf  IhiirigiteAiftQf  ht- 

HilekvhtieP 

lAeftiry  bilNtte  of  ranit^  U  will  be 
feotidy  that  thebhuiie  ouvht  tb  be  Iharod 
!Aiiiolt|^  ttM»t  than  it  ge&riUynafbeis; 
all  vHto  etatt  triflei  bar  imnvBdertte 
praift)  ot  inftigate  naedle&eimilatiiin  by 
invldlmis  IntiltmentS)  aretti  be  coafider- 
td  as  Mtnpvrtfers  of  m^^  aiid  «cyrrof- 
terlbfthefirorMt  and  iinee  evenr  odail  u 
^tifted  t^  proirtQte  baftpihels.  asd  ^rirtur, 
he  motild  be  oatefvi  not  to  mtfliad  \ni- 
t^acy  tninds,  by  appiqrin|f  to  let  tdo  hi^ 
a  value  upon  thinn  by  which  no  bnd 
cacelltmce  is  confmtci. 


N»  LXVU.  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  6>  ti59. 
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aitfLES,  T«B  rioVsat  tAVi>  tvaiisTOK  acta; 
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70  OOdD  TBAT  KOCKS  ATtKOACU. 


TH  £  k  E  b  no  temper  fo  generally 
indn^aed  as  Hope^  other  pafRons 
ciperatt  by  mrtron  partictdar  oeeaMs, 
CM*  in  certain  parts  of  life  i  bnt  hope  bc- 
giik9  with  the  firft  power  of  comparii^ 
oat  aftval  with  onr  paftbl^  ftate,  and 
Uttnds  ns  tln'ou^h  every  ftaye  and  pe- 
s^ixly  atwaya  ormg  os  forward  to  new 
scqoffitions*  and  holding  tnit  farnt  dif- 
ejttt  blcffinn  to  our  view,  proinifuM  ns 
either  relief  from  pain,  or  increafc  of 
nappniefs* 

Hope  is  necefiary  in  every  eondxtion. 
Th6  miseries  of  poverty,  ot  ficknefsr  of 
captivity,  would,  without  this  comfort, 
be  infbpportable  |  nordoes  it  appear  that 
the  happiett  lot  of  terreftria/ exiftence 
can  £bt  us  above  the  want  of  this  general 
hMRnf^i  or  that  lifis,  wheh  thegifts  of  na- 
tnrt  and  of  for  tune  are  aemmdrated  upon 
hj  would  not  ftiil  be  wretched,  were  it 
not  elevated  and  delighted  by  the  expec* 
tatioB  of  fbme  new  pofleffion,  of  tome 
ttijoyment  yet  behind,  bv  which  thewifh 
flnll  be  ax  bit  (atisfied,  and  the  heart 
iAM  up  to  ir*s  utmoft  extent. 

Hop*  is,  indeed,  very  fallacious,  and 
promilbs  what  it  fe idem  givesf  but  it's 
promiitfs  are  more  valuable  than  the  gifts 
of  fortune,  and  it  iekloro  fruCtrates  us 
without  aifuHng  us  of  recouipcniiBjjj  the 
deky  by  a  greater  bounty. 


I  wa<  muHng  on  ih\&  fb*ange  incli- 
natiQh  whicb  every' man  feels  tp^^eire 
htmfelfs  and  ^tfnfidet'ing  the  adv^^itages 
and  dangers  pnKeeding  ^om  this  gay 
pi>oit>e£b  of  fim^rity,  wbe{i|faillngafl^» 
on  a  fudden  I  found  inyfelf  pUc<Kl  in  a 
garden,  of  which  n^y  iigbt  could  defcry 
no  limits*  ^very  fcenf;  about  me  was 
gay  and  ^^ad^nne,  lisht  with  funihine, 
and  firagrant  with  peiiumes}  theground 
wa$  painted  with  all  the  variety  ofTpringy 
and  all  the  choir  of  nature  >yas  finging 
in  thenove^T  When  I  had  recovered 
fiom  tSe  firj^  raptures  with  which  the 
eoi^^ion  <^plearure  had  for  a  time  en- 
tranced m^,  I  began  to  take  a  particu- 
lar aad  deliberate. view  of  this  delight- 
M  fegipq.  I  then  perceived  that  I  hs4 
yet  hsf^er  gratifications  to  expe£l,  and 
that,  at  a  (mail  di&ance  from  me,  there 
were  brighter  flowers,  clearer  fountains^ 
and  more  lofty  groves,  where  the  birds, 
which  I  yet  heard  but  faintly,  were  excit- 
ing all  tne  povt^er  of  melody.  Th^  trees 
al^t  m(*  were  beautiful  with  verdure*^ 
and  fragrant  withbloflbms;  but  I  was 
tempted  to  leave  them  by  the  fight  of 
ripe  fruits,  which  feemed  to  hang  only 
to  be  plucl^.  I  therefore  walked  hafti* 
ly  foiwards,  but  found,  as  I  proceeded, 
that  the  colour^  of  the  field  faded  at  my 
approach*  the  fruit  fell  before  I  reached 
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k,  the  biris  Abw  ftill^nging  befmme» 
and  though  I  prefTed  onward  with  great 
ceVsrityy  I  was  ftHl  in  iighl  of  pleaUires 
of  which  I  could  'not  ^t  ga^n  the  pol^f- 
£009  and  which  icemed  to  mock  my  dili- 
gence,  and  to  i-etire  as  I  advanced. 

Though  I  was  confounded  with  (6 
manyalterna^ons  of  joy  and  grief,  I 
vet  jperfifted  to  go  forward,  in  hopes  that 
thcK  fugitiTe  ttelights  would  in  time  be 
.  Qvatakcn.  At  length  I  iaw  an  innume- 
rable mnltitude  ofevery  a^e  and  fex, 
who  feemed  all  to  partake  ot  fome  gene- 
ral felicity.;  for  every  cheek  was  fluihed 
with  conhdencc,  and  every  tyc  fparkled 
withcagcmefsj  yctcacKsqppcaredto  have 
fome  particular  andfccretplcafure,  and 
very  few  were  willing  to  communicate 
theuriiiteiitions,  or  extend  their  concern 
beyond  themfelves.  Moft  of  tliera  feem- 
ed, by  the  rapidity  ^f  their  motion,  too 
bufy  to  gratify  the  curiofity  ofaftrangcr, 
and  therefore  I  was  content  for  a  wSile 
to  g^aze  upon  them,  without  interrupting 
them  witn  troublefome  enquiries.  At 
laft  I  obferved  one  man  worn  with  time, 
ai^  unable  tofbmggle  in  the  crowd;  and 
therefore  fuppofmg  him  more  at  leifure, 
Ibtegan  taaccoft  hiras  but  he  txttucd 
from  me  with  anger,  and  toWme  hemuft 
not  be  difhiri>ed,  for  the  great  hour  of 
projeftibn  was  now  come,  when  Mercury 
'  ihould  lofe  his  wings,  and  flavery  (hould 
•  no  longer  dig  the  mine  for  gold. 

I  left  him,  and  attempted  an#ther, 
>Ybofe  fofbiefs  of  mien,  and  eafy  move- 
■  ment,  gave  me  reaibn  to  hope  for  a  more 
agrrecable  reception :  but  he  told  ine,  with 
a  low  bow,  that  nothing  would  make  him 
more  lappy  than  an  opportunity  of  fcr?- 
ing  me,  which  hs  could  not  now  want, 
foi*  a  place  which  he  had  been  twenty 
'  years  folicitiag  would  be  ft)on  vacant. 
From  him  I  had  rccouHc  to  the  next, 
who  was  departing  in  hafte  to  take  pof- 
feiiion  of  the  eftate  of  an  \mcle,  who  by 
the  courie  of  nature  could  not  live  long. 
Ue  that  followed  was  preparing  to  dive 
for  trea/ure  in  a  new-invented  bell;  and 
another  was  on  the  point  of  difcovering 
the  longitude. 

Being  thus  rejefW  wherefoevd"  I  ap- 
plied myfclf  for  informatibn^  I  began  to 
imagine  It  beft  to  dcfift  from  enquiry, 
and  tjy  what  try  own  obfervation  would 
difcovcr:  -but  feeing  a  young  man,  gay 
and  thoughtlefs,  I  refolved  upon  one 
more  experiment,  and  was  informed  that 
J  was  in  the  garden  of  Hope,  the  daugh- 
ter •fj>c%>  azxl  that  idl  tboft  wbomi 


fiw  thua  tumnltttouily  buflting  round 
me,  were  incited  by  the  promifcjof  Hope, 
and  haflening  to  (ieize  the  gifts  wluch  (be 
hcidinher  l^d. 

I  turned  my  fight  upward,  and  faw  ai 
.  goddefs  in  the  bloom  pf  youth,  fitting  on 
.  a  throne ':  around  her  lay  all  the  ^fts  ^f 
fortune^  and  all  the  blefhngs  of  liiewci« 
fpread  abroad  to  viewj  (he  had  a  perpe- 
tual gaiety  of  afpefV,  sind  every  one  ima- 
gined that  her  imile,  which  was  impar- 
tial and  general,  was  directed  to  himlelfy  ~ 
and  triumphed  in  his  own  fuperiority  to 
others,  who  had  conceived  thelame  con- 
fidence from  the  fame  miflake. 

I  then  mounted  an  eminence,  from 
which  I  had  a  more  extcnfive  view  of 
the  whole  place,  and  could  with  lefsper« 
plexity  conlidcr  the  different  conduct  of 
the  crowds  that  fil  led  it .  From  this  ffa- 
tion  I  obfei-ved,  that  the  entrance  into 
the  garden  of  Hope  was  by  two  gates, 
one  of  which  was  kept  by  Reafon,  and 
the  otlier  by  Fancy.  Reafon  was  furly 
and  fcnipulous,  and  fddom  turned  the 
key  without  many  inten'ogatories,  and 
long  hefitation ;  but  Fanty  was  a  kind 
and  gentle  portrefs;  fhe  held  her  gate 
wide  open,  and  wekoihed  all  equilfy  to 
the  difbid  tinder  her  fuperintendency  5  fo 
that  the  paffage  was  crouded  by  all  thofc 
who  eitherieared  the  examination  of  Rea-  ^ 
fon,  or  had  been  reje^ed  by  her. 

From  the  gate  of  Reafon  there  was  a 
way  to  the  thixnie  of  Hope,  by  a  crag- 
gy, flipjpcry,  and  windine  path,  called 
the  Stretght  of Difcuitjy  which  thofc  who 
entered  with  the  permiflion  of  theguaid 
endeavoured  to  dimb.  But  thouek 
they  furvcyed  the  way  very  cheerfuUy 
before  they  b^;an  to  rife,  ^  marked 
out  the  feveral  ftages  cf  their  progrefs, 
they  commonly  found  imexpe&led  ob- 
fbcles,  and  were  obliged  frequently  to 
flop  on  the  fudden,  where  they  imagin^i 
the  way  plain  and  even.  A  thoufand 
intricacies  embanfafftfl  them,  a  thoufand 
flips  threw  them  back,  and  a  thoufand 
pit£ib  impeded  their  advance.  So  ^or^ 
msdable  were  the  dangers,  and  fo  fre- 
qitent  the  mifcarriagts,  ^t  many  re- 
turned fixwn  the  firft  attempt,  and  many 
tinted  in  the  rtddk  of  the  way,  and  only 
'a  very  fhaall  number  were  led  up  to  tb< 
fummit  of  Hope,  by  the  hand  of  Forti- 
tude.  Of  thefe  few,  the  greater  part» 
when  they  had  obtained  the  gift  which 
Hope  had  promifed  them,  re^tted  the 
labour  which  it  cofl,  and  felt  in  their 
fuctefs  the  regret  of  dSfappointmcntj  the 
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reft  retired  witli  their  prize,  and  were 
led  by  Wifflom  to  the  bowei-s  of  Content. 
Turning  then  towards  the  gate  of 
Fancy,  I  could  find  no  way  to  the  feat 
of  Hopcj  but  though  (he  fat  full  in 
view,  and  held  out  hergifts  with  an  air 
of  invitation,  which  fified  every  heart 
Trith  rapture,  the  mountain  was,  on  that 
-ficle,  inacccffibly  fleep,  but  fo  channel- 
led and  fhaded,  that  none  perceived  the 
impofHbility  of  afccnding  it,  but  each 
iinagined  himfelf  to  have  fiifco veiled  a 
way  to  which  the  reft  were  flrangers. 
Many  expedients  were  indeed  tried  by 
this  indrnfa-ious  tribe,  of  whom  foqne 
vrcre  making  themielves  wings,  which 
others  were  contriving  to  afhiate  by  the 
perpetual  motion.,  Sut  with  all  their 
labour,  and  all  their  aitifices,  they  ne- 
ver rofe  above  the  ground,  or  ^quickly 
fell  back,  nor  evtr  approached  thie  thi-one 
of  Hope^  but  continued  flill  to  gaze  at 
a  diftance,  and  laughed  at  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  thofe  whom  they  faw  toiling  ia 
Cbe  Siragbt  of  Difficult;. 


fart  of  the  favourites  of  Fancy,  when 
they  had  entered  the  garden,  without 
maJcing,  like  the  refl,  an  attempt  to 
climb  thtt  mountain,  turned  immediate'* 
ly  tothe  valcof  Idlenefs,  a  calm  and  un- 
difhirbed  retirement,  from  whence  they 
could  alwayshave  Hope  in  profpe£V,  and 
to' which  they  pleafed  tbemfelves  with 
believing  thait  (he  intended  fpeedily  to 
defcend.  Thefe  were  indeed  icomed  by 
all  the  reft  3  but  they  feemed  very  little 
.  affefled  by  contempt,  advice,  or  reproof, 
but  were  refblved  to  expeft  at  eafe  the 
favour  of  the  goddefs. 

Among  this  gay  race  I  was  wander- 
iiijf ,  and  found  them  ready  to  anfwer  all 
my  queftiona,  and  willing  to  communi- 
cate their  mirth :  but  turning  round,  I 
faw  two  dreadful  monfters  entering  the 
vale,  one  of  whom  I  knew  to  be  Age, 
and  the  other  Want.  Sport  and  re"W* 
ling  were  now  at  an  end,  and  an  tmiver- 
fal  fhriek  of  affright  and  difbtfs  byrft 
ovt  and  awaked  qie. 


^•-LXVIII.  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  lo,  1750. 


TIVINDVM  JltCTE,    CVM  PlOVTia  rHVKIMAy    TUNC  HIS 
YaACIFUI  CAUSIS,    VT  LlKGVAt  MAKCIFIORyM 
eONTKMNAS^  NAM  LINGUA   MALI  VAftS  PE0SIMA   SIRVr 


JuVr 


I.1T  US  LIVE  WELL  *.   WEEE  IT  ALONE  FOE   THIS, 
THE  BANEFUL    TOY^GUES  OF  SEIVAKTS  TO  DESFISBS 
SLANDER,    THAT   W0E8T  OF  FOI80NS,    EVER   FINBS 
AN    EASY    ENTEAMCX  TO  IGNOBLE   ilJNDS* 

HxRvir* 


TH  E  younger  Pliny  has  rcrv  joftly 
ohfervitl,  that  of  actions  that  de- 
ierve  our  attention,  the  moft  fplendidare 
tiot  always  the  greatcft^  Fame,  and 
wonder,  and  applaufe,  are  not  excited 
but  by  external  and  adventitious  circum- 
ftances,  often  diftiiifl  and  feparate  fixnn 
virtue  and  heroifm.  Eminence  of  fta-- 
f  ion,  grcatnefs  of  elfeft,  and  all  the  fa- 
vours of  fortune,  muft  concur  to  phcc 
•xcellencc  in  publick  view  j  but  forti- 
tude, diligence,  and  patience,  divefted 
of  their  fhow,  glide  unobfcrvcd  througli 
the  crowd  of  life,  and  fufFer  and  act, 
though  with  the  fame  vigour  and  conftan- 
cy,  yet  without  pity  and  without  praife. 
TTiis  remark  may  be;  extended  to  all 
parts  of  fife.  Nothing  is  to  be  eftlmat- 
cd  by  it's  effeft  upon  common  eyes  and 
fommon    ears*    A  thoufand  n^ifcrivs 


make  filcttt  and  invifible  inroads  on  man- 
kind, and  the  heart  fed*  innumenble 
throbs,  which  never  break  uito  com- 
plaint.  Perhaps,  likewife,  our  pleafures 
are  for  the  too^  part  equally  fecret,  and 
moft  are  borne  up  by  fome  private  6tis- 
faftion,  fome  internal  confciouihefs,  fome 
latent  hope,  fome  peculiar  proipefly 
which  they  never  comnaunicatr,  but  re- 
ferve  for  folitary  hours,  and  clandeftine 
meditation. 

The  main  of  life  is,  indeed^  compof-. 
ed  of  fmail  incidents,  and  p^tty  occur- 
rences $  of  wifhes  for  objeds  not  remote,  - 
and  grief  for  difappointments  of  no  fa-  v 
tal  confequence;    of  inCtGt   vexarions  \ 
which   fting  us  and  fty  away,  imperti'-      \ 
nences  which  buzi  a  while  about  us,  and      { 
are  heard  no  more  $  of  meteonmt  pleii- 
fiires  which  dance  before  us  and  are  dif- 
U  a       **     lipatedj 
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fipated :  of  cQfnpl  im  ents  ^h  i  ch  gl  idc  off 

1     trie  fo^il  like  other  muHckt  and  are  tor- 

j^jt'ci^  by  ti:m  that  gav^  ai>4  him  thai  re- 

Siidi  is  the  general  heap  out  of  whicb 
Avery  man  is  to  cuU  hi^  own  condition  ; 
/  for,    as  the  chemilb   ttll  lUj  that  all 
/   bodii^s  3je  rtiblva^k  into  the  fsireic  de- 
J    meiiESi  an^  O^^t  the  bourn! lefsvarleiv  of 
I    thiTi^i  an  lea  from  the  difftfieut  ptiopor- 
^'  tions  of  fv  very  few  Ingr«5t!icnts  j  lo  a  ftw  ' 
ftiln^  and  a  few  plcafurc^  [ije  alJ    t he ' 
in^tcrli^*  of  human  life^  ansl  ofthefe  the 
prToportlons  aTcr  mrtly  idbtted  hyProvi* 
dmctf,  apd  wtly  kft  to  the  arrange- 
mtnt  of  rcaion  and  of  choice* 

As  ibele  are  wdl  or  ill  difpofcd,  man 
h  for  tW  tnoft  pait  hippy  or  miftrable, 

CFor  ^ry  ftw  art  imo]  vcd  ingreac  event  i, 
cr  have  thdr  tht^ad  of  life  tntwifttd 
with  the  ^in  of  caufes  on  which  ar- 
inks  or  iiatSfTs  are  fufpendcd^  and  even 
tlvofiiwho  fcem  wholly  buded  in  pub  lick 
afFalr^t  and  clcvjtted  above  low  cari-?,  or 
tri\'ial  pleafurcs,  pafs  the  diicf  part  of 
their  time  in  familiar  and  domedick 
fcencs;  fiorathcfe  they  come  into  pub- 
lick  life;  tp  thefe  they  are  everyhourre- 
callcdbj-  pailipns  not.  to  be  fii|^ren^ 
in  thyfe  they  have  the  petard  of  their 
toil,  and  to  thefe  at  laft  they  retire. 

The  g:i*cat  end  of  prud^nee  is  to  gite 
cheerfulnefs  to  thofe  hours  which  (pen- 
dour  cannot  gild,  an^  acclaitiati6h  ciacYi. 
not  exhilarate ;  thofe  faft  inteiTals  of 


wnbendcd  amufemcnt,  in  which  a  man 

;  fhrinks  to  his  natural  dimenHons,  an^ 

:   throws  afide  the  ornaments  o^  c(Ugu'^0Sv 

\  which  he  fecU  in  privacy  to  be  ufelefa 

incumbrances,  and  tolofc  all  cffeft  when 

th<^  became  ^mUiar«    To  be  happy  at 

home  is  the  ultimate  refult  of  all  amtii- 

tion;  the  end'  to  which  every  enterprifc 

and  labour  tends,  and  of  ^vhich  every 

diefire  prompts  the  profecution.       T^ 

It  is,  indeed^  at  home  that  every  niftii 
mud  be  kaown  by  thoCf  who  would 
make  a  juft  eftima^  either  of  his  virtuJe 
or  felidty;  for  ihiikt  and  embi'oidenr 
ai-e  alike  oiccaiional,  flind  the  mind  is  ot- 
.  ten  dreifed  for  (how  in  painted  honour 
and  fi6Htio^tB  benevolence. 

Every  man  nxuft  have  found  Ibme 
whoie  Jives,  in  erery  houPs  but  their 
own,  was  a  continual  (tries  o(  hypocrify, 
and  who  concealed  under  fair  appear- 
ances bad  qualities,  which,  whenex'er 
they  thought  them(elves  out  of  the 
reach  of  cenfiife,  lBn>ke  out  from  their 
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reftraint,  like  windt  unprifoned  ii  their  / 
catems,  and  whom  every  one  had  rea- 
fon  to  love,  but  they  whofe  love  a  wife 
man  is  chiefly  fohcitous  to  procure. 
And  there  are  others  who,  without  any 
(how  of  general  goodnefs,  and  without 
the  attractions  by  which  popularity  is 
conciliatecl,  arc  Ytceivcd  amotig  their 
own  fmiilies  as  bcftowers  of  happipls^ 
and  reverenced  as  itiftru^ors,  guafd^s^ 
and  b^nefa6Vors. 

The  moft  authcntick  witneflps  of  any 
nHUi^s  ehara^er  are  thofe  who  know  him 
in^Kis  own  family,  atid  fct  him  without 
ariy  rellfaint,  or  rule  of  conduiSil,  but 
fuchai  he  voluntarily  prefcribes  tonim- 
felf.  If  a  man  caiYies  virtue  with  hbn 
into  his  private  apartments,  and  takes  no 
advantage  of  unlimited  power  or  pro- 
bable ifecrecy;  if  we  trace  hhnthroag|h 
the  round  of  his  time,  and  find  that  hn 
chirafter,  with  tho(b  aBowanccs  wWch 
mortal  fraiky  muft  always  want,  is  uiii-. 
forfn  and  regular,  we  have  all  the  tivi- 
defnce  of  his  (inoerity  that  one  roan  can 
have  with  regard  -to  another :  and,  in* 
deed,  as  hypocrify  cannot  be  it's  own 
reward,  we  may,  without  hefitation,  de<- 
tcimine  that  his  heart  is.  p^e. 

The  higheA  pasicgyiiofc,  diflrcfore^ 
that  private  virtue  can  receive,  is  tho 
p*iii(^of  fervkWs..  For,  however  vanity 
or  infolcncfe  may  look  d&nm  with  con- 
tempt on  the  fuffrs^  of  men  undigni- 
fied  by  wealth,  aiS  unenlightened  by 


education,  it  very  feldom  liappens  ih^t 
they  commend  or  olame  without  ju((ice* 
Vice  and  virtue  are  eafily  diilingiii(hed, 
Oppreflion,  according  to  Harrington '• 
aphorifm,  will  be  felt  by  thofe  that  can- 
not fee  itj  and,  perhaps,  it  falh  owtj 
very  ofeen,  tha(,  in  m^i^al  que(lians,  the 
pKilofophers  in  the  gown,  and  in  th© 
livery,  'diflfer  not  fo  much  in  their  fca- 
timents  as  in  their  language,  and  have 
equal  power  of  difceming  rights  though 
they  cannot  pobt  it  out  to  others  witl% 
equal  addre(s. 

There  are  very  few  faults  to  be  com-; 
raitted  in  foUtudey  o^  without  fome 
agents,  pdrtiiers,  confederates,  or  witn 
n^es  J  and  therefore  the  fcrvant  mu(^ 
commonly  know  the  Secrets  of  a  mafterji 
M^ho  has  any  berets  to  entruil ;  and  fail- 
ings, mctely  perfonal,  are  fo  fiipquently 
cxpofcd  by  that  fecurity  which  pride  and 
foUy  generally  produce,  and  fo  inquifi- 
tivcly  watchttl  \>y  that  defire  of  reduc- 
bte  the  inequalitK^  of  conditiopi  which 
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te  Icmtx  9fdfn  ttf  tl»  world  wUl  sj« 
ws^  ^1,  tliat  the  te^imoay  of  a  me* 
nuu  domeftick  can  feldom  be  confidered 
as  defe^ve  for  y^it  of  knowledge. 
And  though  it^s  ixz^partiality  may  oe.. 
ronmetimes  fuipefbed,  it  is  at  leau  as 
crediblie  as  that  oif  eq^aals>  Where  rivaliy 
infi^gates  cenfiire*  or  friendship  diiElates 
paUiatlonft. 

The  danger  of  betraying  our  wcak- 
neis  to  our  lervants,  and  the  impofUhiii- 
ty  of  ooncealing  it  firom  them»  may  be 
jy^y  confidered  as  one  motive  to  a  re- 
Iffihr  and  irrepropdiable  life.  For  no 
eolation  is  more  hateful  or  dclpicabk» 
t^  his  who  has  put  htmlelf  in  the 
ppwer  of  his  feirant ;  in  the  power  of  him 
vibaakf  perhaps^  he  has  firft  corruf>ted 
by  makmg  him  Aibfervrent  to  his  vices, 
and  who^  f»d[eUty  he  therefore  cannot 
enforce  by  aiw  mcepts  of  honefty  or 
realba.  It  is  jeldom  Jcnown  that  autho- 
rity, thus  acquired,  is  pofleiftd  without 
ipfolence,  or  that  the  maibpr  is  not  forc- 
ed to  c(»ifefs,  by  his  tamenefs  qt  £0:-, 


bearance,  that  he  kas  cdlased  himW 
by  Ibme  fooUih  confidence.  And  his 
crime  is  caually  mmiihed,  whatever  pari 
he  takes  of  the  choice  to  which  he  is  re- 
duced {  and  he  is  from  that  &tai  houiv 
in  wliich  be  iacrificed  hh  dignity  to  his 
paifioas,  in  perpetual  dread  of  J^iolenot 
or  defamation  j  of  a  controuler  at  hoa^ 
or  an  accu^  abroad.  He  is  coadoan* 
ed  to  purdtaie,  by  continual  bribei^ 
that  fecreey  which  bribes  never  fecuredt 
axMl  whiab«  afber  a  laog  cour&  of  fub^ 
miifion,  ^promiiea^  and  anxieties,  he  will 
find  violated  in  a  fit  of  rage,  or  in  ^  h^^ 
lick  of  drunkennefi. 

To  dread  no  eye,  and  to  ru;^6^  »• 
tongue,  is  the  gi^eat  prerogative  of  ianii*. 
cence ;  anesinn^tion  granted  only  to  inV 
variable  virtue*  Butguikhasalwaysit^s 
honors  and  folicitudes  $  atid  to  ncikt  it 
yet  more  ihameful  and  dete(hbk,  k  is 
doomed  often  to  fbnd  in  awe  of  thois 
to  wdimn  nothing  could  give  inflnonct 
or  weight*  but  their  power  of  bctrajung;* 


( 


K»  LXIX.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  175.0. 

FLXT  ^Ki%JJTf  WT  Xlf  SPXCUIO  IVGaS  ADtPIXlT  AKXL1S» 
TrKJ^AItlSJ    KT  tECUM,  CWR  SIT  BTt  RATTA,  lYqjnKIT* 
tWMrV  B9AS  KBRVM,    T5JQjg»  XNTliyiOtA  VBTUtTAS 
OMNIA   DESTRVZTXS  t    VIT^ATAI^^V*  J>EWTIBV«  iKVI 
VAUJIATXM  LK^TA  COKSIirMITXt  OI^IA  MtHtTS* 

TJIX  DaiAOrTTL  WaiKKtIS  WHEN  >0<m  RXI^XK  ir?'i>, 

ah!  wmr  this  bicokd  »ArE?-^wrTH  tsars  twx  cry'pi 

riUSy  TMOV  DXVaURfR,  ANP'THO^r  XKVKrOS  AGE, 
WHO  ALX  DESTROY  WlTM  ««BII  C01l«0piNG  RACE, 
aXKEA,TH  T4>VR  JVtWS,  WH^A'T^^R  HAVE  9V%AB^  Oa  rUMiStty 

arvsT  BiKr,  cosi«aM*i>  ar  fWiv?T  oa  slow  BaGasst. 

£xrr  a  urSJirotv 


AN  old  Orcck  epignammatifl,  intend- 
ing to  (hew  the  miferies  that  at- 
tend the  laft  ftage  of  man,  imprecates 
ilpon  thofe  who  are  To  fooltfh  as  to  wifh 
for  long-life,  the  calamity  of  continuing 
Co  gp'ow  old  from  century  to  century. 
He  thought  that  no  adventitious  or  fo- 
reign pain  was  re<]uifite,  that  decrepitude 
itfelf  was  an  epitome  of  whatever  is 
dreadful,  and  nothing  could  be  added  to 
the  curie  of  Age,  but  that  it  fhould  be 
lextended  beyond  it^s  natural  limits. 

The  moil  indifferent  or  negligent  fpec» 
tator  can  indeed  fcarcely  retire  without 
Iteavinefs  of  heart,  from  a  view  of  the 
Jaft   fccnes  of  the  tragedy  of  life,  it 


parts  of  the  diaim  wcie  diflmguifhed  by\ 
oppofition  of  conduft,  coittrvicty  of  / 
defigns,  and  didimilitude  of  perfonal 

3ualities,  all  involved  in  one  conxmoa 
Sflrefs,  and  all  ftniggling  with  afflic.^ 
lion  whidi  they  cannot  tope  to.  over- 
come. 

The  other  miferies,  which  waylay  our 
paifage  through  the  world,  wifdommay 
efcaye,  and  fortitude  may  conquer:  by 
caution  and  circumfpeftion  we  may  ileal 
along  with  very  little  to  obflruft  or  in- 
commode us ;  by  fpirit  and  vigour  wt 
may  force  a  wayj  and  reward: the  vexa* 
tion  of  conteft  by  the  pleafures  of-vr^b>r 
ry.    But  a  time  mu&  come  when  our 


iMfhicb  be  finds  thpi^  who  in  tbc  fprm^r    policy  and  bravery  ffaall  be  c<{u-<f  lly  ufe^ 
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lets  5  yahcn  we  fliall  aU  (ink  into  hcIpleiT- 
lieff  and  fadncft,  without  any  power  of 
jRCceiving  folace  from  the  pleawres  that 
fcarc  formerly  delighted  us,  or  any  pro- 
^ft  of  emerging  into  a  fecond  poffcifion 
w  the  bkflings  that  wc  have  loft. 

The  indnifry  of  nwn  has,  indeed,  not 
l>een  wanting  in  endeavours  to  procure 

reomfbitB  for  thefe  hours  of  dejeflion  and 
wielancjjoly,  and'  to  gild  the  dreadfiil 
,  §}oam  with  artificial  light.  The  moft 
nfual  fnpport  of  old  age  is  ^^'calth.  He 
whole  pofl[eirions  arc  large,  and  whofe 
chcfts  arc  fiill,  imagines  himfelf  always 
fortified  againJd  invalions  on  his  autho- 
rity. If  he  has  loft  all  other  ^cans  of 
fwernment,  if  his  ftrength  and  his  rea- 
n  fail  him,  he  can  at'k3b  alter  his  will ; 
«nd  therefore  aU  that  have  hopes  maft 
iiicewile  have  fears,  and  he  may  ftiH 
vontimte  to  give  laws  to  inch  as  have 
^  Bot  ceaied  to  regard  their  own  intereft. 

/(  Thi«:  IS,  indMt  too  frcq^icntly  the 
dtadcl  of  the  dotard,  the  laft  fortrefs  to' 

\  which  age  retires,  and  in  which  he  makes 
J  the  ftand  aeainft  the  upftart  race  that 
j  'leizes  his  ^>mains,  diiputes  his  com- 
<  mandsy  and  cancels  his  prefcriptions. 
But  here,  thoi^h  there  may  be  fafcty, 
f  hcVe  is  no  pleamre ;  and  what  remains  is 
but  a  pnx>f  that  more  was  once  pofTefled. 
Nothing  feems  to  have  been  more  tMii- 
wrfally  dreaded  by  the  ancients  than  or- 
bity,  or  want  of  children^  and,  indeed^ 
to  a  man  who  ha»  fbrvived  all  the  com- 
panions of  his  youth,  all  who  have  par- 
ticipated his  pleafui'cs  and  his  cares, 
bave  been  engaged  in  the  (ame  events, 
and  filled  their  minds  with  the  lame  con- 
'ceptions,  this  fuH  peopled  world  is  a 
difmal  folitude.  He  ftands  forlorn  and 
fientf^neglc^ed  or  infulted,  in  the  midft 
of  multitudes,  animated  with  hopes  which 
he  cannot  ihare,  and  employed  in  bufmefs 
wliich  he  is  no  longer  able  to  forward  or 
retard ;  nor  can  lie  find  any  to  whom  his 
life  or  his  death  w  of  importance,  un- 
lefs  he  has  fecurcd  fome  domeftick  gra- 
tifications, fome  tender  employments, 
snd  endeared  himfelf  to  fome  whofe  inte- 

^ .   reft  and  mtitude  may  linite  them  to  him. 

■  So  different  are  tlie  colours  of  life,  as 

wc  look  forward  to  thefutore,  or  back- 
ward to  the  paft  'y  and  fo  different  the  opt- 
|)ions  and  fentiments  which  this  contra^ 
riety  of  appearance  naturally  produces^ 
that  the  converfation  of  the  old  and 
young  ends  generally  with  contempt  or 
pity  <Mi  either  fide*    To  a  young  man 


'entering  tlie  world  wkh  fulncfs  of  hop^, 
and  aidour  of  purfuit,  nothing  is  Co  un- 
plcafing  as  the  cold  caution,  the  fiiint 
exjjeflations,  the  fcrupulous  diffidence, 
which  experience  and  difappoiritments 
certainly  infufej  and  the  old  man  won- 
ders, in  his  turn,  that  the  world  never  can  ' 
grow  wifcr,  that  neither  precepts,  nor 
teftimonies,  can  cure  boys  of  tneir  cre- 
dulity and  fufficiency;  and  that  not  one    .^ 
can  be  convinced  that'fnares  are  laid  for     J 
Inm,  till  he  finds  himfelf  entangled.         .  ^ 

Thus  one  generation  is  ai>»'ays  the 
fcorn  and  wonder  of  the  other,  and  the 
notions  of  the  old  and  young  are  like  V 
liquors  of  different  gravity  and  texture^  ^ 
which  never  can  unite.    The  fpiiits  of  Jv 
youth  fublimedby  health,  and  volatilifed'  V  '\ 
by  palRon,  foon  leave  behind  them  the  /  t 
phlcgraatick  fediment  of  wcarinefs  and'l/ 
deiiberation,  and  burft  out  in  temerity  'p 
and  cntcrprife.    The  tendemefs,  thtnc-* 
fore,  which  natm^  tnfufes,  artel  which 
long  habits  of  beneficence  confirm,  ia 
irtccflTafy  to  reconcile  fuch  oppofition; 
and  an  old  man  muft  be  a  tather  to 
bear  with  patience  thofe  follies  and  ab- 
fbrdities  which  he  will  p«rpetaallyjma* 
gine  himfelf  to  find  in  the  fchemes  and 
e)q)e6lations|  the  pleafures  and  the  for- 
rows,  of  thofe  who  have  n0t  yet  been 
hardened  by  time,  and  chilled  by  fru* 
ftration. 

Yet  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the 
plcafurc  of  feeing  children  ripening  into 
ftrength,  be  not  over-balanced  by  thi 
pain  of  feeing  fome  fall  in  the  blolTomy 
and  others  bl^ed  in  their  growth  i  fome 
ftiaken  down  by  ilorms,  fonne  tainted  ; 
with  cankers,  and  fame  fhrivelled  in  the  / 
ftiade;  and  whether  he  that  extends  hit" 
care  beyond  himfelf  does  not  multiply 
his  anxieties  moi-e  than  his  pleafucas, 
and  weary  himfelf  to  no  purpdfe,  by 
fupcrintending  what  he  cannot  regulate. 
But  though  age  be  to  every  order  of 
human  beings  fiifficiently  terrible,  it  is 
particuhrly  to  be  dread«l  by  fine  ladies, 
who  have  had  no  other  end  or  ambition 
than  to  fill  up  the  day  and  the  night  with 
drefs,  diverfions,  and  flattery;  and  who 
having  made  no  acouaintance  with  know- 
ledge, or  with  buunefs,  have  confbntlj 
caught  all  their  ideas  from  the,  current 
prattle  of  the  hour,  and  been  indebtc;! 
for  all  thcii*  happinels  to  compliinentg 
and  treats.  With  thefe  ladies,  age  be- 
ins  early,  and  very  often  lads  long ;  h 
egins,  v^n  th<;ir  b^ranty  f^wks,  v^\k9 

theip 
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4imT  mirth  loies  It's  (pnghtlifieis,  and 
'their  motion  it's  eaffe,  Frbra  that  time, 
^  ^hich  gave  them  joy  vaniihes  fron> 
about  themj  they  hear  the  praifcs  bellow* 
cd  on  others  wliich  ufed  to  fwell  their 
bofoms  with  exultation.    They  vifit  the 

,  feats  of  felicity,  and  endeavour  to  con- 

'  tinue  the  habit  of  being  delighted.  But 
pleafure  is  only  received  when  we  believe 
that  we  give  it  in  return.    Negleft  and 

'  fetulance  inform  them,  that  their  power 
and  their  value  are  palV ;  and  what  then 
renuins  but    a  tedious  and  comfoit- 

"lefs  uniformity   of  time,  without  any 


feafbns  of  life  are  able  to  fupply.  fu£. 
cientgratificaticfcis,  without  anticipating 
uncertain  felicities }  it  cannot  iurely  be 
fuppolcd,  that  old  age,  worn  with  la- 
bour^, harafled  with  anxieties,  and  tor- 
tured with  difcafes,  (hould  have  any 
gladnefe  of  it's  own,  or  fed  any  iatis- 
ta^lion  from  the  contemplation  of  the 
prefent.  All  the  comfort  that  can  now 
t>e  ezpe^ed  muft  be  recalled  from  tbc 
paft,  6r  borrowed  from  the  future;  tht 
paft  is  very  foon  cxhaufted,  all  the  events 
or  ajlions  of  which  the  memory  can  af- 
ford pleafure  are  quickly  necoUeftcdj, 


motion  of  the  heart,  or  txercile  of  the     and  the  future  lies  beyond  the  grave,   / 


reafon  ? 

Yet,  however  age  may  difcourageus 
by  it's  appearance  from  conTidering  it 
in  prolbeA,  wc  fliall  all  by  degi-ecs  cer- 
.  tainly  be  old  j  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  enquire  what  provilion  can  be  made 
againft  that  time  of  dillrels  ?  what  hap- 
pinefs  can  be  ftored  up  againft  the  win- 
ter of  life?  and  how  we  may  pafs  our  lat- 
ter years  with  ferenityandcnearfulnefs? 

If  it  has  been  found  by  the  experi- 


whfre  it  can  be  reached  only  by  virtue 
and  devotion. 

Piety  is  the  only  proper  and  adequate 
relief  of  decay  ing  man .     He  that  grows 
old  without  religious  hop^rs,  as  he  de- 
clines into  imbecility,  and  feels  paint 
and  fonx)ws  inceflfantly  croud  ing  upon 
him,    fiills  into  a  gulph  of  bottomlefk  \ 
mifery,  in  which  every  refleflion  mufty 
plunge  him  deeper,  and  where  he  fhidb\ 
only  new  gradations  of   anguifti^  and  \ 


fncc  of  mankind,'  that  not  even  the  bell    precipices  of  horrour. 


N*LXX.   SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  ,17,  175a, 


■AKCr.yTtA   PROLES, 
AURO  DETEEIOR,    rULVO   PRETIOSIOK    MUt, 

OviD. 
lUCCESDINC    TIMKS   A   EILVCR   ACE   BEHOLD, 
aZCELtlNC  BRASS,    BUT  MORE   EXCELLED    BT  GOLD. 


HESIOD,  in  his  celebrated diftri- 
butionof  mankind,  divides  them 
•  into  three  orders  of  intcllert.    •<  Thefirfl 

*  place,'  fays  he,  *  belongs  to  him  thnt 

*  can  by  his  own  powers  difcem  what 

*  is  right  and  fit,  and  penetrate  to  the 

*  remcFtcr  motives  of  aaion.     The  fc- 
"*  cond  is  claimed  by  him  that  is  willing 

*  to  hear  inftruftion,  and  can  perceive 

*  right  and  wrong  when  thev  are  Ihewn 

*  him  by  another;  but  he  that  hns  nci- 

*  ther  acutenefs  nor  docility,  who  can 

*  neither  fmd  the  way  by  himftlf,  nor 

<  will  be  led  by  others,  b  a  wretch  with- 

<  out  ufe  or  value.' 

*  If  we  furvey  the  moral  world,  i^  will 
J)e  found,  that  the  famcdivifion  may  be 
made  of  men  with  regard  lo  their  (vir- 
tue.    There  are  fomc  whofe  principles 

'a»T  fo  firmly  fixed,  whbfe  ccinvi:>ion  is 
ft)  conftantlyj>refent  to  their  minJ:,  and 
nrho  have  raifcd  in  themfelves  fuch  ar- 
4au  MiiiheS  for  the  appvtbation  of  God, 


and  the  happinefs  with  which  he  has  pro« 
mi  fed  to  reward  obedience  and  perfeve- 
rance,  that  they  rife  above  all  other 
cares  and  confiderations,  and  uniformly 
examine  every  a6^!on  anddefire,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  divine  comraatKls. 
There  are  others  in  a  kind  of  cquipolfe, 
between  good  and  ill;  who  ai-e  moved 
on  the  one  part  by  riches  or  pleafure, 
by  the  gratifications  of  paifioiY  aYid  the 
•  delights  of  fenfej  and,  on  the  other,  by- 
laws of  which  they  own  the  obligatioo^ 
an  J  rewards  of  which  they  believe  the 
reolity,  and  whom  a  very  fmaTl  additioa 
of  weight  turns  either  way.  *  ^Fhe  third 
clafs  confifts  of  beings  immerfM  inplea- 
fme,  or  abandoned  to  pdflion,  without 
any  dcfire  of  highei-  good,  Or  any  ef- 
fort to  extend  their  thoubhts  beyond 
immediate  and  grofs  fatisfaftibns. 

Tiic  fecond  cTafs  is  fo  much  the  moft 
numerous,  that  it  may  be  confidered  as 
comprizing  the  whole  body  of  mankind. 
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Thofe  of  the  kft  arc  iiot  very  many, 
and  thofe  of  the  firft  are  very  few  $  and 
.-  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  hH  much 
'  under  the  confideration  of  the  raoralit!, 
wliofe  precepts  are  intended  chiefly  for 
thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  go  for- 
ward up  the  fteeps  of  virtue;  not  for 
thofe  who  have  already  reached  the  (um- 
fmt»  or  thofe  who  are  ref(dved'  to  ftay 
fotr  ever  in  their  prefent  fituation. 
^  Toamannotverfedinthelivingworldy 
but  accuftomed  to  judge  only  by  fpecu- 
Utive  reafon»  it  is  fcarcely  credy^lc  that 
any  one  fhould  be  in  this  ftate  of  iiklif- 
ference,  or  ftand  undetermined  and  un- 
engaged, ready  to  follow  the  firft  call  to 
elwr  fide.  It  feems  certain,  that  either 
a  man  muft  believe  that  virtue  will  make 
him  happy,  and  refolvc  thcrefpre  to  be 
virtuous,  or  think  that  he  may  be  Happv 
without  virtue,  and  therefore  caft  off  all 
care  but  for  his  pi-c(ent  interei^.  It  feems 
impoflible  that  convlfbion  (hould  be  on 
one  fide  and  pra^Uce  on  the  other  i  and 
tlut  he  who  has  fccn  the  right  wav, 
ihoukl  vohmtarily  (hut  his  eyes,  that  he 
may  quit  it  with  more  tranquillity.  Yet 
all  thefe  abfurdities  arc  every  hour  to  be 
founds  the  wiieft  and  bcft  men  deviate 
firom  known  and  acknowledged  duties, 
by  inadvertency  or  ftu-pri(e)  and  moft 
are  good  no  longer  than  while  temptation 
is  away,  than  while  their  paHions  are 
without  excitements,  and  their  opinions 
are  free  fraia  the  countera6lion  of  any 
other  motive. 

Among  the  fentinacnts  which  almoft 
•very  man  changes  as  he  advances  into 
yearst  is  the  expefbition  of  uniformity 
of  chn:a6ler.  He  that  without  acquaint- 
ance with'  the  power  of  defire,  tne  co- 
gency of  diftrefs,  the  complications  of 
afiairs,  or  the  force  of  partial  influence, 
ta»  filled  his  mind  with  the  excellence 
of  virtue,  and  having  never  tried  his  re- 
Iblution  in  any  encounteis  with  hope  or 
ftar,  believes  it  able  to  ftand  firm  wlmt- 
CRrer  (hall  oppofe  it,  wUi  be  always  cla- 
morous agamft  the  fmallei^  failure,  rea- 
dy to  exa6\  the  utmoft  punctualities  of 
nighty  and  to  coniider  e\ery  man  that 
falls  inany4[>artof  hisduty,  as  without 
oonfcience  and  without  merit,  unwor- 
thy of  truft  or  love,  of  pity  or  regaixl ; 
as  an  eneiny  whom  all  fhould  join  to 
XTiiivc  out  of^ibcicty,  as  a  pcft  which  all 
,'  fhould  avoid,  or  as  a  weed  which  all 
fliould  trample. 

It  is  not  but  by  experience  that  we 
are  taught  the  pofllbiiify  of  retaining 


fome  viitues,  and  reje^&igothsr^,  or  ^ 
being  ^d  or  bad  to  a  particular  degree < 
For  it  18  very  eafy  to  the  folitary  reaibndr 
to  prove  that  the  fame  arguments  by  which 
the  mind  is  fortiHod  againfl  one  crime 
are  of  equal  forcq^againft  all^  and  the 
confequence  vcjyiP^rally  follows,  thar 
he  whom  they  f»fto  move  on  any  occa- 
fion  has  either  never  confidered  tliem> 
or  has  by  fome  fallacy  taught  himfe^to 
evade  their  Validity  j  and  that,  therefore, 
when  a  man  is  known  to  be  guilty  of 
one  cfime,  no  farther  evidence  is  needful 
of  his  depravity  and  corruption. 

Yet  fuch  is  the  flate  of  all  mortal 
virtue,  that  it  is  always  uncertain  and  va- 
riable, ibmetimcs  e;Ctending  to  the  whole 
compafs  of  duty,  and  fometimes  (brink -^ 
ine  into  a  n^ow  fpace,  and  fortifying  \ 
only  a  few  avenues  of  the  heart,  while    ) 
all  the  reft  is-ieft  open  to  the  incurfions"^ 
of  appetite,  or  given  up  to  the  dommion 
of.  wickednef^.    Nothing  therefore  is 
raoreimjuft  than  to  judge  of  man  by  too 
fhort  an  acquaintance,  and  too  flight  in- 
fpeflion ;  for  it  often  happens,  that  In  the 
loofe,  and  thoughtlefs,  and  diflipated, 
there  is  a  fecret  radical  worth,  which  \ 
may  (hoot  out  by  proper  cukivi^ion  i  that  { 
the  fpark  of  heaven,  thon^  dimmed  and  > 
obfbru£led,  is  yet  not  extmguiftied,  but  ^ 
may  by  the  breath  of  couniel  and  exhor- 
tation be  kindled  into  flame. 

To  imagine  that  eveiy  one  who  is  not 
completely  good  is  irrecoverably  aban- 
doned, is  to  fuppofe  that  all  are  capable 
of  the  fame  degrees  of  excellence ;  it  is 
indeed  to  exaft,  from  all,  that  perfoftion 
which  none  ever  can  attain.    And  fincc    - 
the  pureft  virtue  is  confiltent  with  fome 
vice,  and  the  virtue  of  the  greateft  num* 
ber  with  almoft  an  equal  proportion  of 
conmu-y  qualities,  let  none  too  haflilv 
conclude,  that  all  goodnefs  is  loft,  thougn 
it  may  for  a  time  be  clouded  and  over- 
whelmed *f  for  moft  minds  are  the  fl^vea 
of  external  circumftances,  and  conformt 
to  any  hand  that  urtdertaJccs  to  mould  \ 
thcra,  roll  down  any  torrent  of  cuftom   . 
in  which  they  happen  to  be  caught,  or    - 
bend  to  any  importunity  that  bes^  hasd 
again  ft  them. 

It  may  be  particularly  obfcrved  of 
wom-n,  that  they  are  for  the  moft  oart 
good  or  bad,  as  they  fall  among  tnofc 
who  pritftiie  vice  or  virtue ;  and  that  nd* 
ther  education  nor  rcafun  gives  theat 
much  fccurity  ag-iinft  the  influence  of 
.^example.  Whether  it  be  that  they  have 
leU  courage  tg  iiand  agaiaft  opppficlon* 
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tfr  tJiat  their  ci^lire  of  admiration  makci 
them  facrifice  their  principles  to  the  poor 
plcafure  of  worthlefs  praife,  it  i$  cer- 
tain, whatever  be  the  caufe,  that  female 
goodnefe  reldomJcccps  it'sgroinid  againft 
Eiughter,  flattery,  or  fafhion. 

For  this  reafon,  every  one  ftiould 
confidcr  himfelf  as  entruftcd  not  only 
vplthhis  own  condu^l,  hut  with  that  of 
others;  and  as  accountable,  not  only  for 
the  duties  which  he  nesle^ls,  or  the  crimes 
that  he  commits,  but  mr  ttut  negligence 
and  irregularis  which  he  may  encourage 
<5r inculcate.  Every  man,in whatever  fe- 
UoDf  has,  or  endeavours  to  have,  his  fol- 


lowers, admirers,  and  imitators,  and  hatf 
therefore  the  influence  of  his  example  to 
watch  with  care ;  he  ought  to  avoid  not 
only  crimes,but  the  appearance  of  crimes  j 
and  not  only  to  praflile virtue,  but  to  ap- 
plaud, countenance,  and  fupport  It.  For 
it  ispofliblethatfor  want  ofattention  we 
may  teach  others  faults  from  which  our- 
felvcs  are  free,  or  b'y  a  cowardly  defeition 
of  a  caufe  which  we  ourfelVes  approve, 
may  pervert  thofe  who  fix  their  eyes  up- 
on us,  and  having  no  rule  of  their  own 
to  guide  their  courfe,  aTe  eatily  milted 
by  the  aberrations  of  that  example  which 
they  chufe  for  their  dirediOiliB« 


N'LXJtl*  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  ao^  1750. 

VIVBIX    Q^tfOD  rKOFXIO  rAUrXK,    NIC  INVT1L18  ANNIt 
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.Maxt* 

TIkVt,    SIX^    TO  LIVI  I  tIAITX;    TOUK  rARDOM  OIVX^ 
yOR  TXLI.  MX,   WHO  MAXXI  HAtTX  XNOVGH  TO  LIVX^ 


MANY  words  and  felitencesarefo 
freqilently  heard  ih  th«  mouths 
bf  men,  that  a  ftiperfldll  obferter  is  in- 
clined to  believe,  that  they  mufl  contain 
fbme  primary  principle,  fonle  great  rtile 
of  af^ioo,  which  it  is  prop^  Sways  to 
Ifeive  present  to  the  attaitioni  arid  by 
Which  the  ufe  of  evety  hour  is  to  be  ad- 
juAed^  Yetj  if  wecbnfiderthecondtift 
•f  thoie  fententious  phUofbphers,  it  will 
often  be  fbiind,  tllat  they  repeat  thefe 
ikphoriims,  merely  becaule  they  hate 
fiiraevriiere  heard  th^^  becaiile  they  ' 
feave  nothing  elfe  to  fayj  or  becaufe 
they  ^irik  veneration  gained  bv  fudi 
appea^ncet  of  wifdomi  but  that  no 
ideas  are  annexed  to  the  words,  ahd  that 
according^  to  the  old  blunder  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Ariftotle,  their  foUls  are  mere 
pipes  or  organs,  which  tranlinit  founds, 
but  do  not  underftand  them. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  v^l)  known  and  Well 
attefted  pofition,  that  life  hjhort,  which 
may  be  heard  an^ng  mankind  by  an  ftt* 
tentive  atiditoi',  many  times  a  day,  biit 
which  never  yet  within  my  reich  of  ob- 
fervation  left  any  imnreflion  upon  the 
mind;  and  pcrtiaps,  it  my  readers  will 
nirti  their  thotights  back  iibon  their  old 
fi-iends,  they  wSl  find  it  difficult  to  call 
a  imgle  man  to  remembrance,  who  ap- 
pear^ to  know  that  Iif:  wa^  fhort  till 
ne  was  about  to  loie  it. 

tt  is  obfervabk  that  Horace,  In  his 
account  of  the  charafttrs  of  men,- as  they 
is^diverliflodby  the  various  infiueact  oif 


F.  Lxwxf* 

tithe,  i^marks,  that  the  old  man  is  iiila* 
for,  j^e  longuS'-^^Vfm  to  procraftina- 
tion  j  and  inclined  to  extend  his  hopes  to 
i,  great  diftince.  So  ftr  ^Art  Vve  generally 
from  thinking  what  we  often  fay  of  thd 
ihortnefs  of  nfe,  that  at  the  time  Wheit 
it  is  neceflarily  ftiorteft,  we  form  pixijefta 
which  we  delay  to  exealte,  indulge  fuch 
ixpe&ztldns  as  ndthing  but  ^  lortg  train 
of  events  cad  gratify,  and  fuffer  thoA» 
paflidns  to  gdiri  upon  us,  which  are  oh\y 
exctifeable  m  the  prime  of  life. 

Thefb  reflexions  were  lately  excited 
in  my  mirid  by  an  evening's  cbnverfa- 
tion  with  itW  friend  PrOfpero,  whOj  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five,  has  bought  an  elfate, 
and  IS  now  corttriving  to  difpofe  and 
cultivate  it  with  uncommon  elegance  a 
ttis  great  pleafure  ii  to  walk  among 
ftately  trees,  and  lie  mtifing  in  the  hcaC 
of  noon  under  their  {hadcj  he  is  there- 
fore maturely  conddering  how  he  fliall 
dirtSofe  his  \valks  and  his  gioves,  and  has 
at  laft  determined  to  fend  for  the  belt 
plans  from  tt.ily,  and  forbtar  pkntliig 
till  the  next  feafon* 

Thus  is  life  trifled  away  in  prepara- 
tions to  do  what  never  can  be'  done,  if 
it  be  left  unattempted  till  all  the  requi- 
fites  which  imlgitiation  tari  fUggeft  are 
gathered  together.  Where  our  defign 
tcrrtiinates  only  in  oilr  own  fatisfaftion, 
the  nflftake  is  of  no  great  impdrtaftce| 
for  the  pleaihi'e  of  expefling  enjoymcn^ 
is  often  gi  eater  than  tnat  of  obtdrtingit, 
and  th^  completion  of  almoft  every  wifli 
X  W 
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IS  found  a  dlfii^polntin^t;  but  when 
maiiy  others  arc  intcrefled  in  an  under- 
taflcing,  wheii  any  delign  is  fonncd,  in 
which  the  improvement  or  fecurity  of 
mankind  is  involved,  nothing  ii  tnore 
unwortliy  either  of  wifdom  or  benevo- 
lence, than  to  delay  it  from  time  to  time, 
or  to  forget  how  mtrch  every  day  thit 
pafles  over  us  takes  away  from  <iur  pow- 
«*,  and  how  foon  an  idle  purpofe  td  do 
an  aftion  fmks  into  a  mournful  wifh 
that  it  had  once  been  done. 

We  are  frequently  importuned,  by 
the  bacchanalian  writers,  to  lay  hold  on 
thepreient  hour,  to  catch  the  pleafures 
within  our  reach,  and  remember  that 
futurity  is  not  at  our  command. 

Soon  fades  the  rofe;  once  ptft  the  fcagraUt 

hoor, 
The  loiterer  finds  a  bramble  for  a  flow'r* 

But  forely  thfcfe  exhortations  may, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  anplied  to  bet- 
ter purpofes ;  it  may  be  at  Icaft  inculcat- 
ed, that  pleafures  are  more  fafely  poft- 
poned  than  virtues,  and  that  greater  lofi 
IS  fuifercd  by  mifling  an  opportunity  of 
doing  good,  than  an  nour  of  giddy  fro- 
Hck  ami  noify  merriment. 

When  Baxter  had  loft  a  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  had  laid  up  for  the 
ereflion  of  a  fchool,  he  ufed  f rcqjuently 
to  mention  the  misfortune  as  an  mcite- 
ment  to  be  charitable  while  God  eivog 
the  power  of  beftowing,  and  confidered 
liimielf  as  culpable  in  feme  decree  for 
liaving  left  a  good  a6lion  in  the  hands 
of  chance,  and  fuffered  his  benevolence 
to  b^  defeated  for  want  of  quicknef*  and 
diligence. 

It  is  lamented  by  Hearae,  the  learned 
antiquary  of  Oxford,  that  this  general 
forgetfulnefs  of  the  fr  agiTitv  of  lift,  has 
remarkably  infef^ed  the  ftudaits  of  mo«- 
'  numents  and  records »  as  thei^  employ- 
ment cpnfifts  firft  in  coUe6UT^,  and  u* 
terwards  in  arrangii^  or  abftrafling, 
what  libiaries  afford  them,  they  ou|^t 
to  amafs  no  more  than  they^  can  digeil; 
but  vidien  they  have  undertaken  a  work, 
ther  so'  on  iearching  and  tranfcribing, 
caU  lor  new  fuppllSs  when  they  are 
^ready  overburthened,  and  at  laft  leave 
^eir  work  unfiniihed.  *  It  is,*  fays  he, 
*  the  bufinefs  of  a  good  antiquary,  as 
<  of  a  good  man,  to  have  mortality  al* 
;  ways  before  hiiiw* 


Thus,  notoniyint&rflambeforflocl^ 
bat  in  the  dii&Mtion  of  ill-dirtaed  in* 
duftfy,  is  Ok  flMTtnefs  •Qife  geserallf 
forgotten.  A$  fome  t$tctt  lofe  their 
hours  in  la^Ael!^  Uca«ic  thcf  CuffwCe 
that  iliere  is  timetndujgii  for  tbe  repa- 
ration of  ne^itft,  otherUyiiry  therhfeivek 
in  providing  that  tio  len^  of  time  maj 
want  employment;  and  it  often  happens 
that  fluminnefs  a&d  activity  are  equally 
furprixMby  the  laft  fummons,  and 
fcnttk  not  more  differently  from  each  ^ 
otho-  than  the  fowl  that  i-eceived  th^ 
(hot  in  her  Aight,  frxim  her  that  is  kiSed 
upon  the  bufh^  '' 

Among  the  many  Impftjvfements  made 
by  the  iaft  centuries  in  human  know- 
ledge^ may  be  numbered  the  exaift  ca)* 
dilations  of  the  value  of  life^  but,  what* 
ever  may  be  their  nk  in  trafikk,  they 
Teem  very  little  to  have  advanced  mora- 
lly. Thsy  have  hitherto  beta  rather 
applied  to  tne  ao^ifitioa4)f  money,  than 
of  wiiclMnj  tlve  oomj^uttr  peforsnoneof 
his  calculations  to  his  own  tenuis,,  but 
periifts,  in  contempt  of  pnobabrlitj,  m 
Ibretel  old  age  to  himfek,  and  believes 
diat  he  is  mvked  out  to  reach  die  ut- 
moft  verge  of  human  exiflence,  and  fee 
thou(ancU  smd  ten  thousands  fall  ima 
the  grave. 

80  deeply  is  this  fallacy  rooted  in  the 
heart,  and  fo  ilrongly  guardeil  by  hope 
and  tear  againft  the  approach  of  reafong 
that  neitho'  fcience  nor  experience  caa 
fliake  it)  and  we  aft  as  if  lite  were  with*>. 
out  end,  though  we  (ee  and  confofs  ifs 
uncertainty  and  (hortnefs. 

Divines  have,  with  great  ibenrt^ 
and  ardour,  ihewn  the  abfurdity  of  de- 
laying reformation  and  repentance;  a 
degree  of  folly,  indeed^  which  fets  eter- 
nity to  hazard.  It  is  the  iame  weak- 
neis,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of 
the  neelea*  to  transfer  any  care,  which 
now  claims  our  attention,  to  a  future 
time;  we  fubjeft  ol^ielv%s  to  oeedlefa 
dangers  from  accidents. which  cariy  dili- 
gence Would  have  obTJi||ed|  or  perplem 
our  minds  by  vain  precautions,  and 
make  provifion  for  the  execution  of  de- 
figns,  of  which  the  opportunity  once 
miflcd  never  will  return. 

As  he  that  lives  longeft  fivea  but«. 
little  while,  every  man  may  be  certain 
that  he  has  no  time  to  wafte.  The  du* 
ties  of  life  are  coAmenforatetO  it's  d\n* 
tion,  and  every  day  brii^  ic*s  taik« 
which  if  negleftcd  is  do&led  on  the 
fnorrowt    Sot  he  that  has  ^ktagkj  tti* 
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#ed  twat  thofe  mon^t  and  years,  in 
whicli  he  fhould  have  laboured*  muft 
remember  that  he  has  now  only  a  part 
of  that  c^  which  the  whole  i^  little^  and 


that  fince  the  few  moments  remaining 
are  to  he  confidepcd  as  the  lail  truft  ot 
Heaven,  npt  one  is  to  be  loft. 


WtXXa.  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  i7s«. 

•MKft  AtllTIFPVJi  t>SeUIT  STATin,    BT    COIOK,   BT  BKt» 
.•SCTAMTBM  liAJtBA  fBllBi  VBXtJCMTlB««   A^UV|i« 

HCNB. 

IrmT  A«ISTt»PV«  BV'BT  DBBSS  aBCAMX^ 

SM  BV*tY  VAAIOV^  CKAXCK  or  LirX  THE  SA«t$ 

4kKp  THOVGH  BB  AIM*P  AT  THXKGt   OF  HIGMBR  KIND* 

VET  TO  TtfK  PBB5BNT  HZLp  AM  B^VAL  mND. 

Fbancis* 


TO  TMB  RAMBLER* 
«tB, 

TH 06  E  trho  exak  then^lres  mto 
the  ch;^  pf  ii^ftnif^iou,  without 
cnqumne  whether  any  will  fubmit  to 
their  aotSonCy,  have  not  fuActentlyeon- 
Cdotd  bow  much  of  human  Gie  pafTes 
VI  littk  iKcidents^  curforv  converiation, 
IRffit  bufioefs,  and  cafnal  amafemeats  ^ 
UM  therefore  they  have  endeavoured 
ooiy  to  tncnlcite  thenaore  Tmiol  virtues, 
wmumCfondcfcending  to  regard  thoitb 
f«(ttf  qvaltties,  whieh  grow  important 
«n)y  by  their  frequency,  nd  which, 
tkofoA  they  produce  no  Sxt^  tfts  of 
IxroUhi,  nor  afioniihusby^at  events, 
yet  are  every  moment  everting  their  in- 
^  iuence  tipon  us,  and  make  the  draught 
/  iffifefwcct«r  bitter  by  nnpereeptmle 
JpftiUaHoAs.  They  operate  unfeen  and 
^vmrgarded,  as  change  of  air  makes  us 
#ck  or  heaithr,  thourh  vft  breathe  it 
without  attention,  and  only  know  the 
I  Mticks  that  impregnate  it  by  then*  fa- 
\    BBtary  or  malignant  efl^s. 

Yoahave  (hewn  youHHf  not  igrformt 
tjf  tht  vahie  of  tMe  fubaltem  endow, 
-ments,  yet  have  hitherto  neglc^^edto  re- 
commend Obod-Humour  to  the  .worM, 
thou^  a  IHtfe  rrflcftion  WllF  (hew  you 
tifc^  ft  »  the  hal/^  tf'hehtg^  the  qwafity 
to  w^ch  all  that    adorns  or  elevates 
mankind  muft  owe  it^s  power  of  pleaf- 
ing.    Without  ^ood-humoifl-,  learning 
and  ]>ravery  can  only  cdnftr  that  fn- 
/•paioTity  which  fwf Ht  'the  lieart  of  the 
/  Kon  in  tfce  defart,  where  ^  roars  with- 
{    out  reply,  and  ravages  without  refift- 
'an€t«  Without  good-humour  virtue  may 
awe  by  it^  dignity,  and  amaze  by  it's 
,  lKri{;htntr$;'  but  muft  :^lways  be  vlewc4 


at  a  (Stance,  and  will  fcarcdy  gain  s 
friend  or  attraA  an  imitator. 

Good-hxunour  may  be  defined  a  habit 
pf  beinj?  plea(cd;  a  conftant  and  peren- 
nial fennefs  of  manner,  ea(ine(6  of  ap- 
proadi,  and  fuavity  of  difpoiition^  Iit;e 
that  which  evenr  man  perceives  in  him- 
felf,  when  the  firft  tranfports  of  new  fe- 
ficity  have  fubiided,  and  his  thou^ts 
are  only  kept  in  motion  by  a  (low  fuc- 
ceffion  of  foft  impulfes.  Good-humour 
is  a  ftate  between  gaiety  and  unconcern; 
the  a^  or  emanation  m  a  mind  at  lei- 
(ure  to  regard  the  gratification  of  ano- 
ther. 

It  is  imagined  by  many,  that  when- 
ever they  aipire  to  pleafe,  they  are  re- 
quired to  be  metr)',  and  to  (hew  the 
gladnefs  of  their  fouls  by  flights  %f  plea- 
jantry,  and  burfts  of  laughter.  But 
though  thefe  men  may  be  for  a  time 
heard  with  applaufe  and  admiration, 
they  feldom  delight  us  long.  We  enjoy 
them  a  little,  and  then  retire  to  eafmels 
and  good -humour,  as  the  eye  gazes 
awhrfc  on  eminences  glittering  with  the 
fun,  but  foon  turns  aching  away  to  ver- 
dure and  to  flowers. 

Gaiety  is  to  good-humour  as  animal 
pcrfiimes  to"  vegetable  fragrance  j  the  one 
over^wwcrs  weak  fpirits,  and  the  other 
recreates  and  revives  them.  Gaiety  fcl- 
'  dom  fiiils  to  give  fome  painj  the  hearas 
either  (train  their  faculties  to  accom- 
pany it's  towcrings,  or  are  left  behind 
m  envy  tmd  delpair.  Good-humour 
boafts  no  faculties  which  ever\*  one  does 
not  believe  in  his  own  power,  and  pleafes 
principally  by  not  offending. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  moft  cer- 
tain way  to  give  any  man  pleafurc  is  to 
X  X  ncrluadf 

•      Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^u 


THE   RAMBLER* 


perfnade  him  t]iat  you  receive  pkafure 
P'cm  him»  to  encourage  him  to  ti'eeciom 
and  confidence,  and  to  avoid  apy  fu^h 
appearance  of  fuperiority  as  may  over- 
bear and  dcprcls  him^  We  fee  many 
tliat  by  this  art  only  Ipcnd  their  daj  s  in 
the  roidft  of  carefles,  mvitations,  and  ci- 
▼ifities ;  and  without  any  extraordinary 
ijualiticsor  attainments,  art  the  univer- 
ial  lavcuritesof  both  fexes,  and  certain* 
ly  find  a  friend  in  every  place.  The 
qarlings  of  the  world  will,  indeed,  be 
^ner^y  foimd  fuch  as  excite  neither 
jeaJoufy  nor  fear,  and  are  not  ooniidercd 
as  candidates  for  anv  eininent  degree 
of  reputation,  but  content  tbemfdves 
with  ccmmoi;  acconifj^iHiments,  and  en- 
deavour rather  to  foucit  kindnefs  than 
tq  raifeefteem;  therefore  in  aflemblies 
and  places  of  refort  it  (e)do|n  fails  to 
liappen,  that  though  at  the  entrance  of 
|bme  particular  peripr.  every  face  bright^ 
ens  with  gladneli,  and  fsyery  hand  is 
'  •  rxtcmjed  in  fajutation,  yet  if  you  purfue 
him  beyond  the  firft  exchange  pf  civili- 
ties, you  >vill  find  him  of  very  fmall  iii>- 
portance,  and  only  welcome  tQ  the  com^- 
pany  as  one  by  whom  all  conceive  theni- 
ielveis  admired,  and  with  whom  any  one 
.  is  at  liberty  to  amuie  himfelf,  when  he  can 
find  no  otlier  auditor  or  companion,  as 
one  with  whom  all  are  at  eafe,  who  will 
hear  a  jeft  without  criticifm,  and  a  nana- 
^ivc  vvritliout  contradiftion,  who  laughs 
with  every  wit,  and  yields  to  evay  dif- 
puter. 

Th*re  are  many  whofe  vanity  always 
inclines  them  to  ailbciate  with  thofe  from 
whom  the};  have  no  rcafon  to  fear  morti- 
iicatlonj'  and  there  are  times  in  which 
the  wife  and  knowing  are  willing  to 
receive  praife  without  the  labom*  pt  de- 
ferving  It,  in  which  the  moft  elevated 
mind  is  willing  to  defcend,  and  the  moil 
a£l  ive  to  be  at  reft .  All  the rcfore  aj'e  at 
fome  hour  or  another  fond  of  companions 
w^om  tb^  can  entertain  upon  ealy  terms, 
and  who  will  relieve  them  from  tolitud^, 
without  condemning  them  to  vigilance 
and  caution.  We  are  moft  inclined  to 
love  \yhen  we  have  nothing- to  fisar^  and 
he  that  entourages  us  to  pleafe  ourf<^ycs 
will  .not  be  lopg  without  preference  in 
our  affe<5Uon»to  thofe  whole  learning  hplds 
us  at  the  diftancc  of  pupils,  or  whole  wit 
calls  all  attentionfrom  us,  and  leaves  ^s 
vviihout  import ancc.in<)  without  regaifi. 
It  is  remai  kcd  by  Prince  Henry,  when 
^  he  fees  Folrtafflying  on  the  ground,  that 
f^e  could  bu'vc  hi  iterjfareda  bftu  r  man. 


He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Ticof 
and  follies  of  him  whom  he  lamented  } 
but  wliile  his  convi6lion  compelled  him 
to  do  juftice  to  fuperior  qualities,  hi$ 
tendemefs  ftill  broke  out  at  the  remem- 
brance of  FalfbtfiT,  of  the  cheerful  com- 
panipn,  the  loud  bufibon,  wiUivhq^ 
he  had  paiTed  his  time  in  all  the  luxtHT 
of  idlenefs,  who  had  gladded  him  with 
unenvied  merriment,  and  whom  he 
could  at  once  eajoy  and  defpift. 

You  may  perhaps  think  this  account 
of  thofe  who  arc  diflinguifhed  for  their 
good-humour,  not  very  confident  with 
the  praifes  which  I  have  beftowed  upon 
it.  But  furcly  nothing  can  more  evi* 
dently  fhew  the  value  of  this  quality, 
than  that  it  recommends  thofe  who  are 
deftitute  of  all  pth^r  e^cellesu:ies,  and 
proau^  regard  to  the  trifling,  friend- 
ihip  to  tht  worthlefs,  and  affe£liottt« 
the  dull. 

Good-humour  is  indeed  generally^ 
eraded  by  the  chara^rs  in  which  it  i« 
found ;  for  bein^  cpnfidcred  as  a  cheap 
and  vulgai'  quality,  we  find  it  ofte^ 
neglected  by  thofe  that  havine  excellent 
cies  of  higher  reputation  and  brighter 
fpiendpur,  perhaps  ijnagine  that  they 
have  fome  right  to  gratify  themfelves  at 
the^penceofoth^r^,  and  are  to  demand 
compliance,  rather  than  to  praflife  it*  It 
is  bv  fome  unfortunate  miltake  that  aU 
'moft  all  thpfe  who  have  any  claim,  to 
cffeem  or  love,  prefs  their  pretenfiona 
with  too  Uttle  ponfideiation  pf  others. 
This  miftake  my  ovvn  intereft,  as  wcU 
as  my  ^l  ^or  g^eral  happinefs,  makes 
me  oeiuipus  to  ye£i\fy^  tor  I  have  a 
friend  who,  becaufe  he  knowf  his  ow^ 
fidelity  and  ufefulnefs,  is  never,  willing 
^o  fink  into  a  compa^un  :  I  have  a  wiie 
whpfe  beauty  ^ri  fubdued  me,  ai)d  whpie 
witconfiitoed  her  cop^^^it  but  whofe 
beauty  now  ferves  nq<oth^r  purpofe  th^qi 
to  entitle  her  to  tyranny,  and  whofe  wit 
jjl  pnjy  ijfed  to  juiU%;  perverfeoefs,-     , 

d  urcly  i^ithing  can  be  ipore  unreafoa- 
.  able  than  to  lote  the  will  to  pleafcj^  when 
w9  are  confcious'  of  tjic.  power,  or  fhaw 
more  Qruf^^  than  tf^chufe  any  kind  of 
Influence  b^orethat  of  kindnefs.  He 
that  i*egafd$  the  wpifarf;  of  others,  fhould 
m^  his  virtue  approachable,  that  it 
may  be  loved  and  copied ;  an4  hf  that 
p>n^der»  the  ^yants  which  every  ma^ 
feels,  or  wUl  feel,  of  external  a^lance, 
muft  rather  wifU  to  be  furrounded  by 
thofb  that  love  him,  than  by  thofe  that 
admiie  his  excellencies^  or  fblicit  his  fa^  "* 
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ypvart  i  for  admiration  ceases  with  novel- 
tyt  and  iDtereft  gains  it*s  end  and  re- 
tires. A  man  vihok  great  qualitia 
vrant  the  ornament  of  fuperficisu  attrac- 


165 


tions»is  like  a  naked  mountalii  ^th  mines 

of  gold,  which  will  be  frequented  only 

till  the  treafure  is  cxhaiifted.  I  am,  &c« 

Pkilomidjss« 


K^LXXIIL    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  27,  1750. 

STVLTK    qUID    HXV   VOTH    FKVSTIA    YOIllLXBVt    OFTA^ 
iUBM    NON    ULLA    TULIT,    rXRTVXy    rXftlTYX    DIXS. 

Ovid. 

MHT    THfKX*   TKX    FOOL    WITH    CHILDISH    HO?X    TO    SIX 
WHAT    HXITHKX    It,    NOR    WAS,   JtOR    X*Xft    SHALL    BK  ? 


TO  THE  KAMBLER. 

•  IR, 

IF  you  feel  any  of  that  companion 
which  you  recommend  to  ethers,  you 
wrill  not  difregard  a  cafe  which  I  have 
reason  from  obfervation  to  believe  very 
common,  and  which  I  know  by  experi- 
ence to  be  very  mifcrable.  And  though 
the  querulous  are  feldom  received  with 
^reat  ardour  of  kindnefs,  I  hope  to  es- 
cape the  mortification  of  findmg  that 
my  lamentations  fpread  the  contagion  of 
impatience,  and  produce  anger  rather 
than  tcndempfs.  I  write  not  merely  to 
Tent  the  fwelling  of  my  heart,  but  to 
enquire  by  what  means  I  may  recover 
my  tranquillity  j  and  fiiall  endeavoiu-  at 
brevity  m  my  narrative,  having  long 
known  that  complaint  quickly  tires, 
however  elegant,  or  however  juft, 

I  was  bom  in  a  remote  county,  of  a 
family  thaf  boafts  alliance  with  the  great- 
eft  names  in  EngliOi  hiftory,  and  px- 
tends  if  s  claims  of  aflinity  to  the  Tu- 
dors  and  Plantagi^nets,  My  anceftors, 
by  little  and  little  virafted  their  patri- 
mony, till  my  father  had  not  enough 
left  /or  the  iupport  p(  a  family,  without 
defcendinff  to  the  cultivation  of  his  own 
jgrounds,  oeing  condemned  to  pay  three 
fifters  the  fortunes  allotted  them  by  my 
grandfather,  who  is  fufpc^led  to  have 
made  his  will  when  he  was  incapable  of 
adjufting  p^opprly  the  claims  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  who,  perhaps  without  dcfign, 
enriched  hij  daughters  by  beggaring  ms 
ion.  My  a^nts  being,  at  the  death  of 
their  father,  neither  youn^  nor  bcauti- 
fiil,  nor  very  emii^ent  for  loftncfs  of  be- 
haviour, were  /uffered  to  live  unfolicited, 
and  by  accumulating  the  intereft  of  theif 
portions,  grew  every  day  richer  and 
prouder.  My  father  pleafed  himl'elf 
i^it^  fo^^ing  that  the  pofTeilioDS  of 
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thofe  ladies  nmil  revert  at  laft  to  the  he^ 
reditaiy  eftate,  and  that  his  family  might 
lofe  none  of  it's  dignity,  refolved  to  keep 
mc  untainted  with  a  lucrative  employ- 
ment;  whenever  therefore  I  dilcoveml 
any  inclination  to  the  improvement  of 
my  condition,  mv  motiher  never  failed 
to  put  me  in  mind  of  my  birth,  and 
chared  me  to  do  nothing  with  which 
I  might  be  reproached  when  I  fhouU 
come  to  my  aunts  eftate. 

In  all  tne  perplexities  or  vexations 
which  want  or  money  brought  upon  u^ 
it  was  fm-  conftant  praftice  to  have  n:- 
courfe  to  futurity,  if  any  of  our  neigh<* 
hours  furpaifed  us  in  appearance,  we 
went  home  and  contrived  an  equipage 
with  which  the  death  of  my  aunts  waa 
to  fupply  us.  If  any  pude-proud  up- 
flart  was  deficient  in  reipe6l,  vengeance 
was  referred  to  the  time  in  which  our 
eftate  was  to  be  repaired.  We  reeifter* 
cd  every  aft  of  civility  and  rudeneftt 
enquired  the  number  of  dilhes  at  every 
fcalt,  and  minuted  the  fiirnitme  of  evcxy 
houfe,  that  we*  might,  when  the  hour  of 
affluence  (hould  come,  be  able  to  eclipl^ 
all  their  fplendor,  ami  furpals  all  their 
magnificence. 

{Jpon  plans  of  elegance  and  fchemet 
of  pleafufe  the  day  rofc  and  fet,  and  the 
year  went  round  unregarded,  while  we 
were  bufied  in  laying  out  plantations  on 
^ound  not  jet  our  own,  and  deliberat- 
iiMj  whether  djc  manor-houfe  (hould  be 
;tbuilt  or  repaiied.  This  was  the 
amufement  of  ouj-  leifure,  and  the  fo- 
iace  of  our  exigencies  j  we  met  together 
only  to  contrive  how  our  approaching 
fortune  fliould  be  enjoyed}  for  in  this 
pur  converfation  always  ended,  on  what- 
ever fubjeft  it  began.  We  had  none  of 
the  collateral  intcrefts  winch  diverfify 
the  life  of  otlier^  with  joys  and  hc^es. 
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but  had  tamed  our  whole  atteation  on 
©Bc  event,  which  we  could  netfier  ha- 
ftcn  nor  tctard,  and  had  no  other  ohjeft 
of  curiofity  than  the  health  or  fickncr* 
of  my  auntSy  of  which  we  were  careful 
to.  procure  very  exaft  and  early  intelli- 
gence- 

This  vifionary  opulence  for  a  while 
footlied  our  imagination)  but  aftenvards 
fired  our  wifhes,  and  exai^erated  our 
necefliticsj  and  my  fethei*  could  not  al- 
ways reftrain  himlelf  frpm  exclaiming, 
that  no  creaturt  had  fo  numy  li<ua  as  a 
mU  tmd  01$  oLi  maut.  At  laft,  upon  the 
^covery  of  his  iider  from  an  ague, 
Which  (he  was  fuppofed  to  have  caughc 
by  fparing  fire,  he  b<;gan  to^ofe  his  fto- 
madi  i  and  four  months  afterwards  funl^ 
jnto  the  grave. 

»  My  mother,  who  Ipved  her  huibancL 
furyiyed  him  but  a  little  while,  and  left 
me  tl^  ^e  btir  •f  tbeii'  lands,  their 
fdieme$,  and  their  wifhes.  As  I  had 
not  enlar^  my  conceptions  either  1^ 
books  or  coaverfatioo,  J  differed  only 
from  my  fath^  by  thp  freffanefs  of  iny 
cheeks,  and  the  vigour  of  my  ftep ;  anX 
tike  him,  gare  way  to  no  tnQughts  but 
of  enjoying  the  w«Uth  which  my  aunts 
were  hoarding. 

At  length  the  cldeft  fell  HI.  I  paid 
the  civilities  and  compliments  wnich 
fickQcfs  requires  with  tne  utmoft  punc* 
tu4ity.  I  di^eamed  every  night  of  ef- 
cutchepns  and  white  gloves,  and  en- 
quired every  morning  at  an  early  hour, 
whether  there  were  any  news  of  my  dear 
)iunt.  At  laft  a  meflcneer  was  lent  to 
inform  me,  that  I  muft  come  to  her 
Without  the  delay  of  a  moment.  I  went 
and  heard  her  &ft  advice,  but  opening 
^er  will,  foimd  that  (he  had  left  her  for- 
tune to  her  fecond  filbr. 

I  hung  my  bead{  the  younger  fifter 
threatens  to  be  married,  and  every 
thing  was  difappolntnwnt  and  dlfcon- 
tent.  I  was  in  danger  of  lofing  krepa- 
rably  one  third  of  my  hopes,  and  was 
condemned  ftill  to  wait  for  the  reft.  Of 
part  of  my  terror,  I  was  (bon  eaibd ; 
for  the  youth,  whom  his  relations  would 
jiave  compelled  to  marry  the  old  lady, 
after  innumerable  (lipulations,  articles, 
and  Icttlcments,  ran  away  with  the 
daughter  of  his  father'^s  ci-oom;  and 
fny  aunt,  upon  this  convt6lion  of  the 
uo-fidy  of  man,  refolved  i^ver  to  liften 
more  to  amorous  addrefTcs. 

Ten  years  longer  I  dragged  the  (hackles ' 
^Hpefbitiony  vfithout  ever  fufierii^g  a 


day  to  paTs  in  which  I  did  not  eompntf 
how  much  my  chance  wat  improved  of 
being  rich  to-morrrow.  At  laft  tl^  fe- 
cond lady 'Hlediafterafhort  illnefs,  which 
yet  was  long  enoue;h  to  afford  her  time 
for  the  difpofal  ^f  ncr  dbte,  which  (he 
gave  tome  after  the  death  of  ktr  fiAer. 

I  was  now  relieved  from  part  of  my 
miAry ;  a  larger  forttme,  thonsb  not  in 
my  power,  was  certain  and  uitafienable ; 
nor  was  there  now  any  danger  that  I 
nujght  at  lafl  be  fvuibraled  of  iny  hopes  by 
a  &t  of  dotage,  the  flattcnet  «f  a  cham- 
bermaid,  the  \diifpers  of  a  tale-bearer^ 
or  the  oflicioufnefs  of  a  nutie.  But  my 
wealth  was  yet  in  reverfton,  my  aunt 
was  to  be  bmied  before  I  could  emsrpe 
to  grandeur  and  pleafure;  and  there 
were  yet,  according  to  my  father^  ob- 
feryatfon,  nine  liyes  between  me  and 
happinefs. 

I  however  lived  on,  without  any  cla* 
mours  of  difcontent,  and  comforted  my* 
fUf  with  confidering,  that  all  are  mor* 
tal,  and  they  who  are  continually  dC' 
caving  mutt  at  Uft  be  defb'oyed. 

But  let  no  num  from  this  time  fufTer 
his  felicity  to  depend  on  the  death  of 
his  aunt.  The  good  gentlewoman  wa^ 
veiy  regular  in  her  hours,  and  (imple  in 
her  diet ;  and  in  walking  or  fitting  fUlj* 
waking  or  (leeptng,  had  always  in  view 
the  prefervation  other  health.  She  wa* 
fubjeft  to  no  di(brder,but  hypochondriac 
deje^lon ;  by  which,  without  intention, 
(he  increafed  my  miferies }  for  whenever 
the  weather  was  cknidy,  (he  wouH  take 
her  bed,  and  fend  me  notice  that  her  tin;e 
was  come.  I  went  with  all  the  haftc  0f 
eagemefs,  and  fometimes  received  paf^ 
fiunate  injun^ions  to  be  Kind  to  her 
maid,  and  dire^ions  how  the  laft  offices 
(hould  be  performed ;  but  if  befoi-e  my 
arrival  the  fun  happened  to  break  out> 
or  the  wind  to  chanee,  I  met  her  at  th^ 
door,  or  found  her  m  the  garden,  buft- 
ling  and  vigilant,  with  fdl  tl^p  tokens  of 
long  life. 

Sometimes,  however,  (he  (ell  into  dif- 
tempers,  and  was  thrice  given  over  by 
the  do^or;  yet  (he  found  means  of  (lip- 
ping througn  the  giipe  of  death  j  and 
after  having  tortiuxd  me  three  raontha 
at  each  time  with  vio|tnt  alternations 
of  hope  and  fear,  came  out  of  her  cham- 
ber without  any  other  hurt  than  the  lo(s 
of  flelh,  which  in  a  fw  weeks  (he  re- 
covered by  broths  and  jdlies. 

As  raoft  'have  (agacfty  fufficicnt  to 
|;uefi  at  the  dcfiies  of  an  h^ir^  it  was 
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tlK  conftuit  (ff^Hiot  of  tfaofe  who  were 
bMoping  at  ftcood  hand,  and  endeavoured 
to  ^ure  my  favour  againft  the  time 
when  I  ihould  be  rich»  to  pay  their  courts 
by  informiog  me,  that  my  aunt  began 
to  droop,  that  fhe  had  lately  a  bad  ni^t, 
that  file  coughed  feebly,  and  that  Ihe 
could  never  cUmb  May  hilli  oratleaft, 
that  the  autumn  would  carry  her  olf« 
'Thus  was  1  flattered  in  the  winter  with 
the  piercing  winds  of  March,  and,  lU 
iummer,  with  the  fogs  of  September. 
But  (he  lived  through  fprin^  and  foil, 
and  fet  heat  and  cold  at  dehance;  till, 
after  near  half  a  century,  I  bui  ied  her  on 
the  fourte«ith  of  laft  June,  aged  ninety- 
three  years,  five  months,  and  Cix  days. 

For  two  months  after  her  death- 1  was 
rich  J  and  was  pleafed  with  that  obfc- 
quioufnefs  and  revei^ence  which  wealth 
inftantaneoufly  procures.    But  this  joy 


»«7 

if  now  raft,  and  I  have  returntd  s^ata. 
to  my  old  habit  of  wiihing.  Being  ac- 
oiftorocd  to  tflve  the  future  full  power 
over  my  mind,  and  to  ftart  away  fma^ 
the  fcene  before  me  to  ibme  e)cpeftcd 
enjoyment,  I  deliver  up  myrdf  to  th« 
tyranny  of  every  defae  which  fiuicy  ibg- 
gefts,  and  lone  for  a  thoiiiand  things 
yrhich  I  am  unable  to  procure.  Monev  ha5 
much  lefs  power  than  it  afcribed  to  it  by 
thoie  that  want  it.  I  had  formed  fchemea 
which  I  cannot  estecute  ^  I  had  fuppofed 
events  which  do  not  come  to  pais ;  and 
the  reft  of  my  life  muft  pafs  in  craving 
fblicitttde,  unlefk  you  can  find  fome  re- 
medy for  a  mind,  corrupted  with  an  in- 
veterate difeafe  of  wiihing,  and  unable 
to  think  on  any  thing  but  wants,  which 
reafon  tells  me  will  never  be  fuppliod. 
I  am,  kc. 

CUPIDUS. 
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tot  VQvtnr  TORMSfittb,  sua 

MEN  ieldom  give  pleafure  where 
they  are  not  pleated  tbemiel\-ts| 
it  is  neceifary,  tliereiorc,  to  cultivate  an 
iubitual  alacrity  and  checrfulnefs,  that 
in  whatever  ftate  we  may  be  placed  by 
^ovidencc,  whether  we  arc  appointed  to 
coofcr  or  receive  benefits,  to  implore  or 
to  afford  protection,  we  may  fircure  the 
love  of  toofe  wkh  whom  we  tranfad. 
For  tlkoueh  it  is  generally  inaa^ncd> 
that  he  who  grants  tavoiurs  may  fpare 
any  attention  to  his  behaviour,  and  ^lat 
ulefulnefs  will  always  procure  frieads  $ 
yet  it  has  been  foimd  that  there  is  an  art 
of  grating  remits,  an  art  very  difficult 
of  attainment ;  that  officioufn^'s  and  li- 
betalky  m^be  ib  aduUcrated,  as  to  ioTe 
the  greater  part  of  their  effe^  i  that  conu 
pliauce  may  provoke,  relief  may  haraisi 
^d  liberaUty  diftreft. 

No  dUi^  of  the  mind  can  laore  fa»» 
tally  diiable  it  from  benevolence,  the 
^hik  duty  of  focial  beings,  than  iU  hu» 
moiir  prpecvifltnds^  for  tto^  it  breaks 
not  out  in  paroxilms  of  Outrage*  nor 
burfts  into  clamour^  turbulence,  and 
fck)od<bed,  It  wears  Ottthafyinriihyiloy 
corrodon,  and  iaalt  ii^tines  inocttant^ 
mptHUd*    ltiPB»arbtC9toiiiknd  ac  w 
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canker  of  life,  that  deftroys  it's  v^ur^ 
and  cliecks  it*s  improvement, that  creepa 
on  with  hourly  depredations,  and  taints 
and  vitiates -what  it  cannot  confume. 

Peeviibnefs,  when  it  has  been  fo  far 
indul^  as  to  outrun  the  motions  ot 
the  will,  and  diicovar  itielf  without  pre- 
meditation,  is  a  fpecies  of  depravity  in 
the.higfaeft  degree  diTgufting  and  often- 
five,  becauTe  no  reAitude  of  intention^ 
nor  fbftnels  of  addmfs,  can  enliire  a  mo- 
ment's exemption  from  affront  and  in- 
dignity^  While  we  are  courting  tho 
favour  of  a  neevifti  man,  and  exerting 
ourielves  in  tbe  moft  diligent  civility,  a» 
unlucky  fyllable  difpieales,  an  uiUieeded. 
circumftance  i-uffles  andexatTperates ;  and 
in  the  moment  when  we  congratulate^ 
ourfelvcs  upon  having;  jnined  a  £riend» 
our  endeavours  are  truftrated  at  once, 
and  all  our  afliduity  focgottan  in  the  ca« 
loal  tumult  of  ibme  tii&n^  irntation. 

This  troublefome  impatience  is  Ibme- 
timef  nothing  more  than  the  Cymatoat 
of  ibme  deeper  malady.  He  that  is  an« 
gry  without  daring  to  confe^  his  refent* 
ment,  or  fonowfuTwitUout  the  liberty  of 
telling  his  griof,  is  too  frequently  inclin- 
jflf  to  give,  vent  to  the  t«nnentations  of 
^^  his 
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way.  A  painful  and  tcdiams  courfc  of 
ficknefs  frequently  produces  inch  an 
alsnning  apprehenfion  of  the  leaft  in- 
creafe  of  uneafinefs,  as  keeps  the  foul 
perpetually  on  the  watch,  fuch  a  reftlefs 
and  incefiant  foHcitude,  as  no  *cai-e  or 
tendemefs  can  appeaie,  and  can  only  be 
pacified  by  the  cure  of  the  diftempcr, 
and  the  removal  of  that  pain  by  which 
it  is  excited. 

Nearly  approaching  to  this  weaknefs 
it  the  captioufhefs  ofold  age.  When 
the  ftrength  is  crulhed.  tl)€  fenfes  dulled, 
and  the  common  pleafures  of  life  be* 
^me  infipid  by  repetition,  we  arc  wil- 
ling to  -impute  our  uneafinefs  to  cau(es 
not  wholly  ont  of  our  power,  and  plea/e 
ourfelves  with  fancyinfi^  that  we  fuffer 
by  negle^,  nnkindneS,  or  any  evil 
mich  adnuts  a  remedy,  rather  than  by 
the  decays  of  iiature,  which  cannot  be 
prevented  or  repaired.  We  therefore 
revenge  our  pains  upon  thofe  on  whom 
we  retolve  to  charge  them ;  and  too  often 
drive  rbankind  away  at  the  time  we  have 
the  greateft  need  of  tendemefs  and  af- 
^£ftancc. 

But  though  pecviftncft  may  fbme- 
times  claim  oqr  companion,  as  the  con- 
iequence  or  concomitant  of  mifery,  it  is 
▼ery  often  found  where  nothing  can  juf- 
.  tify  or  excufe  it*s  admiilion.  It  is  fre- 
quently one  of  the  attendants  on  the 
profpmus^  and  is  employed  by  infolcnce 
in  exaAing  homage,  or  by  tyranny  in 
harailing  fubje£lion.  It  is  the  offspring 
of  idlenefs  or  pride ;  of  idlenefs  anxious 
ibr  trifles ;  or  pride,  unwilling  to  endure 
the  leaft  obftru6Uon  of  her  wilbes.  Thofe 
who  have  long  lived  in  folitude  indeed 
naturally  contrafl  this  unibcial  quality, 
becaufe,  having  long  had  only  them- 
(elves  to  pleafe,  they  do  not  readily  de. 
part  from  their  own  inclinations  j  their 
Angularities  therefore  are  onlv  blame- 
able  when  they  lave  imprudently  or  mo- 
lofely  withdrlwn  thcmfelves  from  the 
world  ;  but  there  arc  others,  who  have, 
"  without  any  neceffity,  nurftd  up  this 
babit  in  their  minds,  by  making  imnli* 
cit  fubmiffivenefs  the  condition  of  tneir 
fivour,  and  fufftrmg  none  to  approach 
them,  but  thofe  who  never  fpeak  but  to 
applaud,  or  move  but  to  obey. 

He  that  gives  hirafelf  up  to  his  ow^ 
fan^y,  andconverfes  with  now  but  fiif^ 


as  he  hires  to  liiU  him  on  the  dotwi  rf 
abfolutc  authority,  to.footh  him  with 
obfequioulhefs,  and  regale  him  with 
flattery.  Toon  grows  too  flothfiil  for  the 
labour  of  Cornell,  too  tender  for  the  aT- 
[)erity  of  contradi6lion,  and  too  delicate 
tor  the  coarfcnefs  of  truth ;  a  little  oppo- 
fition  offends,  a  little  reftraint  enrages, 
and  a  little  difficulty  perplexes  him; 
having  been  accuftomed  to  fee  ever^ 
thing  give  way  to  his  humoUr,  he  fbon 
forgets  his  own  littlenefs,  and  expefls 
to  find  thf  world  rolliiig  at  his  beck, 
and  aU  niankind  employed  to  accommo- 
date and  delight  him. 

Tetrica  had  a  lai^ge  fortune  bequeath- 
ed to  her  by  an  aunt,  which  made  her 
Very  early  independent,  and  placed  her 
in  a  ftate  of  fuperiority  to  all  about  her. 
Having  no  fuperfluity  of  underftanding, 
ihe  was  foon  mtoxlcated  by  the  flatteries 
of  her  maid,  who  informed  her  that  la- 
dies, fuch  as  ihe,  had  nothing  to  do 
but  take  pleafure  their  own  way;  thu 
fhe  wanted  nothing  from  others,  and 
had  therefore  no  Kafon  to  value  thdr 
opinion;  that  money  was  every  thii^) 
and  that  they  who  thought  themfeJvet 
ill-treated,  (houM  look  for  better  ofage 
among  their  equals. 

Wann  with  thcfe  generous  fentimenttfi 
Tetrica  came  forth  into  the  world,  in 
which  ihe  endeavoured  to  force  refpeft 
by  haughtinefs  of  mien  and  vehanence 
of  language  j  but  having  neither  birth, 
beauty,  nor  wit,  in  any  uncommon  do- 
gree,  ihe  fiiflfered  fuch  roortificationt 
from  thofe  who  thought  themfehres  at 
liberty  to  netum  her  infults,  as  reduced 
her  turbulence  to  cooler  malignity,  and 
taught  her  to  pra6life  her  arts  of'^vexa- 
rion  only  whtrc  ihe  might  hmic  to  ty- 
rannize  without  rtiiltance.  She  con- 
tinued from  her  twentieth  to  her  fifty* 
fifth  year  to  torment  all  her  infierior9 
with  fo  much  diligence,  that  ihe  hia 
formed  a  principle  of  difapprobation, 
and  finds  m  every  place  fomething  ta 
grate  her  mind,  and  difhirb  her  quiet. 

If  ihe  takes  the  air,  ihe  is  ©tended 
with  the  heat  or  cold,  the  gfcuie  of  the 
fun,  or  the  doom  of  the  clouds ;  if  ih^ 
makes  a  vm,  the  room  in  which  ihe  is 
to  be  received,  is  too  light  pr  to©  dark,' 
or  fumiihed  with  fomething  which  ihe 
cannot  fee  without  averfion*  Her  tea 
is  never  of  the  right  fortj  the  figures  oiil 
the  china  give  her  difguit.  Where  there 
ate  childre»r  fhit  battf  tbt  gabble  jof 
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brats  5  vrh&e  there  are  none,  flie  can- 
not beai'  a  place  without  fome  cheerful-* 
ncfs  and  rattle.  If  many  fervants  ^rc 
kept  in  a  houfe,  (he  never  fails  to  tell 
how  Lord  Lavifh  was  ruined  by  a  nu- 
nnerous  retinue ;  if  few,  flie  relates  the 
llory  of  a  mifcr  that  made  his  companv 
wjdtonthemfelves.  She  quarrelled  with 
one  family,  becauie  fhe  had  an  unplea- 
^t  view  fix)m  their  windows  5  with  an- 
other, becaufe  the  fquirrel  leaped  within 
two  yards  of  her ;  and  with  a  third,  be- 
caiife  ihe  could  not  bear  the  noife  of  the 
parrot. 

Of  milliners  and  mantua-makers  (he 
is  the  proverbial  torment.  She  compels 
them  to  alter  their  work,  then  to  unnuke 
it,  and  contrive  it  after  another  fafhion ; 
then  changes  her  mind,  and  likes  it  bet- 
ter as  it  was  at  firft  j  then  will  have  a 
final  1  improvement.  Thus  (lie  proceeds 
till  DO  profit  can  recompcnfe  tlie  vexa- 
tion ;  they  at  laft  leave  the  clothes  at  her 
houfc,  and  refufe  to  ferve  her.  Her  maid, 
the  only  being  that  can  endure  her  ty- 
ranny, profefles  to  take  her  own  courle, 
and  h^ir  her  miftrefs  talk.    Such  is  the 
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confequence  of  pciviflinefs;  it  can  be 
borne  only  when  it  is  delpiied. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  too  clofe  an 
attention  to  minute  eixa£^ne(s,  or  a  too, 
rigorous  habit  of  examining  every  thing 
by  the  (landard  of  perfe6fion,  vitiates 
the  temper,  rather  than  improves  the 
underllanding,  and  teaches  tne  mind  to 
difcern  faults  with  unhappy  penetration. 
It  is  incident  likewife  to  men  of  vigo- 
rous imagination  to  pleafe  thcmfelves 
too  much  with  futurities,  and  to  fret  be- 
caufe thofe  expc6lations  are  difappoint- 
ed  which  (houm  never  have  been  form- 
ed. Knowledge  and  genius  are  often 
enemies  to  quiet,  by  fuggeliing  ideas  of 
excellence,  which  men  and  the  perfonn-' 
ances  of  men  cannot  attain.  But  let  n^ 
man  i-adily  determine,  that  his  unwil- 
lingnefi  to  be  pleafed  is  a  proof  of  un- 
derftanding,  unlefs  his  fuperiority  ap- 
pears from  lefs  doubtf\il  evidence  j  tor 
though  peevi(hnefs  may  fometimes  juftly 
boaft  it's  deicent  from  learning  or  from 
wit,  it  is  much  oftener  of  ba(e  extrac- 
tion, the  child  of  vanity,  and  nurdlng 
of  ignorance. 
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Ovio. 

WHEN    SMILING    PORTVNK    SPREAB8    HER    GOLDEN    RAY} 
ALL    CROUD    AROUND    TO    PLATTER    AND    OBEY*. 
BUT    WHEN    SHE    THUNDERS    PROM    AN    ANGRY    SKY, 
OUR    FRIENDS,   OVR    FLATTERERS,    OUR    LOVERS    PLY* 

Miss  A.  W. 


TO  THE   RAMBLER. 

•IR, 

THE  diligence  with  which  you  en- 
deavour to  cultivate  the  knowledge 
•f  nature,  manners,  and  life,  will  per- 
haps incline  ^ou  to  pay  (bmc  regard  to 
the  obfervations  of  one  who  has  been 
taught  to  know  mankind  by  unwelcome 
information,-  and  whofe  opinions  are  the 
refult,  not  of  folitary  conjefhires,  but  of 
praftice  and  experience. 

I  was  bom  to  a  large  fortune,  and  bred 
to  the  knowledge  of  thofe  arts  which  are 
Aippofed  to  accompli(h  the  mind,  and 
adorn  the  perfon  of  a  woman.  To  thcfe 
*  attainments,  which  cuftom  and  educa- 
tion almoft  forced  upon  me,  I  added 
Ibme  voluntary  acquiiitions  by  the  ufc 
ef  booksi  and  the  converiktion  of  that 


fpecies  of  men  whom  the  ladies  gene- 
rally mention  with  terror /and  averfion 
under  the  name  of  Scholars,  but  whom 
I  have  found  a  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive 
order  of  beings,  not  Co  much  wifcr  than 
ourfelves,  hut  that  they  may  receive  as 
well  as  communicate  knowledge,  and 
more  inclined  to  degrade  their  own  cha- 
racter by  cowanlly  fubmiifion,  than  to 
overbear  or  opprefs  us  with  their  learn- 
ing or  tlieir  wit. 

From  thefe  men,  however,  if  they  ai-e 
by  kind  ti:eatment  encouraged  to  talk, 
fomething  may  be  gained,  which,  embel- 
li(hed  with  ele^ncy,  and  foftened  by 
modcfly,  will  always  add  dignity  and 
value  to  female  converiation  j  and  from 
my  acquaintance  with  the  bookilh  part 
or  the  workl  I  derived  many  principles 
of  judgment  and  pnaxims  of  prudence, 
Y  by 
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by  which  I  was  enabled  to  draw  upon 
myfHrdie  general  Regard  in  e^et^  plac6 
of  concourfe  or  pleaiure,  ^ly  opuiion 
^s  the  great  rule  of  approbation,  my 
I'tmaiks  were  remembered' by  thofe  who 
defircd  the  fecond^degrce  ot  fame,  ray 
mien  was  ftudied,  my  dfefs  \<ra3  imitat- 
evi,  my  letters  were  handed  from  one  fa*. 
rtiily  to  another,  and  read  by  thofe  who 
cWied  them  as  fcnt  to  thcmfelves ;  my 
vlfits  wet'e  fc  Jicited  as  honours  j  and 
multitudes  boafted  of  an  intimacy  with 
McliiTa,  who  had  only  feen  me  by  ac- 
cident, and  wh ofe  fam'iliai'ity  had  never 
proceeded  beyr>nd  the  exchange  of  a  com- 
pliment, or  i-etnm  of  a  courtefy, 
'  I  ihall  mal^eHo  fcruple  of  confefling 
that  I  was  pleafcd  with  this  univerfal  ve- 
neration, btcaufe  I  always  ccniidered  it 
a3  paid  to  my  Intrinfick  tjualities  and  In- 
fcpnrabie  merit,  and  vcrycafily  perdiad- 
^d  myfclf,  that  fortune  had  no  part  in  my 
f.Tperioriry.  \Vhen  I  looked  upon  my 
j^Iafs  Ifaw youth  and  beauty,  with  health 
th:it  might  give  me  rcafon  to  hope  their 
continuance  J  when  I  examined  my  mind, 
1  found  icntie  ftrcngth  of  jude^ent,  and 
fcrtiijt)'  ot  fancy ;  and  was  tol3  that  every 
aflion  wzs  gi'ace,  and  that  every  accent 
was  perfuafion. 

In  this  manoer  my  life  pafTed  Iik«  a 
continual  triumph  amidfi  acclamations, 
and  envy,  and  courtfhip,  and  carefles : 
to  plcafe  Melifla  was  the  general  ambi- 
tion, and  ever}  fVratagcm  of  artful  flat* 
tery  was  pra6tif?xi  upon  me.  To  be  flat- 
tered is  grateful  even  when  we  know 
that  our  praifes  arc  not  believed  by  thofe 
who  pronounce  them :  for  they  prove,  at 
leaft,  our  power,  and  fliew  that  our  fa- 
vour is  valued,  fince  it  is  pur  chafed  by 
the  meanneG  of  fahehood,  But,  per- 
haps, the  flatterer  is  not  often  dete«ed, 
for  an  Iwncft  mind  is  not  apt  to  fufpeft, 
end  no  one  exerts  the  power  of  difcem- 
ment  with  much  vigour  when  felf  love 
fjiyours  the  deceit. 

The  ru:|i!)cr  of  adorers,  and  the  per- 
pelun!  djftracHion  of  my  thougiits  by 
new  ichi-mes  of  pleafure,  prevented  mc 
fi^cm  lifteniug  to  any  of  thofe  who  frourf 
in  multitudes  to  ^ive  girls  advice,'  aiid 
kept  me  i:nmnn'ied  and  unengaged  tQ 
iny  twtnf  V  fcVcn»^h  year,  when,  as  I  was 
to-A'cring  in  all  the  prid^  of  unconte{le4 
excellency,  with  a  ficc  yet  little  im- 
pa'ivH,  and  a  mind  hourly  improving, 
the  failure  of  a  fund,  In  which  my  mo- 
ney was  placed^  induced  me  to  a  frugal 


competency,  which  allowed  little  beyond 
nes^thefs  and  independence.  * 

I  bore  the  diminution  of  my  richer 
without  any  outrages  of  forfow,  or  pu^ 
fillanimity  of  dejeftion.  Inde^  I  di^ 
not  know  how  nnich  I  had  loft  j  for,  hav- 
ing always  heard  and  thought  more  of 
nay  wit  and  beauty,  than  of  my  fortune, 
it  did  not  fuddenjy  enter  my  imagina- 
tion, that  Melifla  could  flnk  beneaUi  hicr 
cftabliflied  nmk,  while  her  form  and  her 
mind  continued  the  fame ;  that  Ihe  could 
ceafe  to  raife  admiration  but  by  ccifmg 
to  deferve  it,  or  feel  aiiy  ftroke  but  from 
the  hand  of  time. 

^t  was  in  my  power  to  haye  cohccalecj 
the  lofs,  and  to  have  married,  by  con- 
tinuing the  fame  appearance,  with  alj 
the  credit  of  my  origmal  fortune  j  but  I 
was  not  fo  far  funk  in  my  ov^n  ellecm, 
as  to  fubmit  to  the  bafencls  of  fraud,  or 
to  dcfii^  any  other  recommer.dation  than 
fenfe  and  virtue.  I  thei-efore  difmifled  my 
equipage,  fold  thofe  ornaments  v/hica 
\^re  become  unfuitable  to  my  new  con* 
dition,  and  rppeircd  among  thofe  with 
whom  I  ufed  to  converfe  with  kfs  glittcrj 
but  with  cqAial  fpirit ♦ 

I  found  myieU*  received  at  every  vifit, 
with  forrow  beyond  what  it  naturally 
fek  for  calamities  in  which  we  have  no 
part,  and  was  enteitained  with  condoU 
cnce  and  confolation,  fo  fiTeoucntly  re- 
peated, that  my  fiiends  plainly  confult- 
ed  rather  their  own  gratification  than 
my  relief.  Some  from  that  time  refufed 
my  acquaintance,  %nd  forbore,  without 
any  proyoeation,  to  repay  my  i^fits^ 
fbme  vifited  me,  but  after  a  longer  in^ 
terval  than  ufual,  and  every  j-etuni  was 
ftiU  with  moi-e  delay  ;  nor  did  any  of  my 
female  acquaintances  fail  to  inti"oducc 
the  mention  of  my  misfortunes,  to  com* 
pare  my  prefent  and  foimer  condition, 
to  tell  me  how  much  it  muft  trouble  mc 
to  want  the  fplendor  which  I  became  £q 
well,  to  look  at  plcafures  which  I  had 
fbiTuerly  enjoyed,  and  to  fink  to  a  levej 
with  thofe  by  whoni  I  had  been  confi- 
dcred  as  moving  in  a  higher  fphere,  and 
who  had  hitherto  approached  me  with 
reverentse  and  fubmiftion,  which  I  waa 
now  no  longer  to  expeft. 

Obfervations  like  thefe  arc  commoHt 
ly  nothing  better  than  covert  infults, 
whicli  lerve  to  give  vent  to  the  flatulence 
of  pride,  but  they  are  now  and  then 
imprudently  uttered  by  honefty  and  be» 
oeToIencci  and  infU6l  pain  where  kind- 
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iacfs  is  Intended/  I  ^^11,  therefore,  G> 
fat  maintain  my  aitiquate^  claim  t<i  p9- 
iitenefsy  as  to  venture  the  eilabliOiment 
of  this  rule,  that  no  one  ought  to  remind 
another  of  misfortunes  of  which  the  fuf* 
ferer  does  not  complain,  and  which  there 
.  are  no  means  propofed  of  alleviating. 
You  have  no  right  to  excite  thoughts 
which  necefTarily  give  pain  whenever 
they  return,  and  which  perhaps  might 
Hot  have  revived  but  by  aofurd  and  un- 
ieafbnable  comjiaHicn-. 

My  endlefs  tHin  of  lovers  immedi- 
«ely  withdrew,  without  iraiiing  any  emo* 
tions.  The  neater  part  had  indeed  al- 
ways profeffecfto  court,  as  it  is  termed. 
Upon  the  fquare,  had  enquired  my  for- 
tune, and  oflfercd  fcttlcments ;  thcfe  had 
undoubtedly  ^  right  to  retire  without 
cenfure,  fince  they  nad  openly  treated  for 
money,  as  necettary  to  their  happincf3, 
and  who  can  tell  bow  little  they  wanted 
any  pther  portion?  I  have  always 
thought  the  clamoui:s  of  women  unrea^ 
/enable,  who  imagine  themfelves  injur- 
ed becaufe  the  men  who  followed  thein 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  greater  for- 
tune, rejeft  ^em  yrhen  they  are  difco- 
vered  to  have  lefs,  I  have  never  known 
wy  lady  who  did  not  think  wealth  a 
title  to  fome  ftipulations  in  her  fevour ; 
and  iurely  what  is  claimed  by  the  pof- 
iefiion  of  money  is^  juftly  forfeited  by  it*s 
ipfs.  She  that  has  once  demanded  a  fet- 
tlement  has  allowed  the  importance  of 
ibrtune  ^  and  when  (he  cannot  ihew  pe- 
cuniary merit,  why  (hould  (he  think  ner 
chesu)ener  obliged  to  purchafe  ? 

My  lovers  were  not  all  contented  with 
fiknt  defertion.  Some  of  them  revtaje- 
cd  the  negleft  which  they  had .  formerly 
.endured  by  wanton  and  fuperfluous  in- 
fults,  and  endeavoured  to  mortify  me, 
by  paying,  in  my  prefence,  thofe  civili- 
ties to  other  Jadics  which  were  once 
devoted  only  to  me.  But  as.  it  had  been 
my  rule  to  treat  men  according  to  the 
rank  of  their  intf  lle£l,  I  had  never  fuf- 
fered  any  one  to  walle  his  life  in  fu- 
^eafe,  who  could  have  employed  it  to 
better  purpofe,  and  had  therefor^  no 
enemies  but  coxcombs,  whole  refent- 
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ment  and  refpeft  were  equallv  below  my 
canJiiftrar»on., ,        .x  . 

The  only  pain  v^hich  I  have  felt  frcm 
degradation,  is  the  ]ois  of  tbatinfiuence 
wmch  I  had  always  exerted  on  the  iide 
of  virtue,  in  the  defence  of  innocence, 
and  the  aff^ion  of  truth.  I  now  find 
my  opinions  flighted,  my  fcntiments 
criticiled,  and  my  airumeuts  oppofed  by 
thofe  that  ufed  to  fiften  to  me  without 
reply,  and  ftruggle  to  be  firft  in  expitjf- 
fing  their  conviction. 

The  female  difputants  have  wholly 
throwh  off  my  authority  j  and  if  I  en- 
deavour to  enforce  my  reafons  by  in 
appeal  to  the  fcholars  that  happen  to  be 
preient,  the  wietches  are  certain  to  pay 
their  court  by  facrificlng  me  and  my  fy- 
ftem  to  a  finer  |[own,  and  I  am  eveiy 
hour  infulted  with  contradiftion  by  cow- 
ards,, who  could  never  find  till  lately 
that  Melifla  was  liable  to  en'or. 

.  There  ai'e  two  perfons  only  whom  I 
cannot  charge  with  having  changed  their 
Conduft  with  my  change  of  fortune. 
One  is  an  old  curate  that  has  pafied  his 
life  in  the  dtities  of  his  J>rofefhon,  with 
great  reputation  for  b'^s  knowledge  and 
piety  $  the  other  is  a  lieutenant  of  dra- 
goons. The  parfon  made  no  diflicuitv 
m  the  height  of  my  elevation  to  checic 
me  when  I  was  pert,  and  inilruift  me 
when  I  blundered  J  and  if  there  is  any 
alteration,  he  is  now  more  timorous  Idt 
his  freedom  fhould  be  thought  rudenels.' 
The  foldicr  never  paid  me  any  particu- 
lar addreffes,  but  very  rigidly  obferved 
all  the  rujes  of  politenefs,  which  he  is 
now  fo  far  &om  relaxing,  that  when- 
ever he  ferve?  the  tea,  be  obllinatciy  car- 
ries me  the  fiiil  di(h,  in  defiance  of  the 
frowns  and  whifpcrs  of  the  table. 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  i&to/eftbenwrld. 
It  is  impoflible  for  thofe  tnat  have  only 
known  aflluence  and  profperity,  to  judge 
rightly  of  themfelves  or  others-  The  rich 
and  the  powerful  live  in  a  perpetual  mil- 
querade,  in  which  all  about  them  wear 
Dorrowed  chara£bers ;  and  we  only  dtfco- 
ver  in  what  eflimation  we  are  held,  whca 
we  can  ik>  longer  give- hopes  or  fears. 
{  am,  &c. 

^EUSSA* 


^t  NO  LXXVI. 
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N«LXXVI.  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1750. 

I  tltriS  tJBI  PASSIM 

valantbs  xrror  ckrto  oe  tkamitk  pellit9 

illc  sinistror8vm>  hic  dextrorsom  abit>  unus  ytrk^vx 

krros9  sed  varus  illudxt  fartibus. 

Hob. 

while  mazy  error  draws  mankind  astr  ay 

yROM  truth's  sure  path»  each  takes  his  dbviovs  watj 

ONE   to  the  right,    ONE  TO  THE. LEFT   RECEDES, 

alike  deluded,  as  each  fancy  leads. 

Elphinstok* 


IT  is  cafy  for  every  man,  .wTiatwer 
be  his  charafter  with  others,  to  find 
rcafons  for  cfteeming  himfeif ;  and  there- 
fore cenfur*,  contempt,  or  conviction  of 
crimes,  fcldom  deprive  him  of  his  own 
■  favour.  Thofe,  indeed,  who  can  fee  only 
external  fafts,  may  look  upon  him  witn 
abhorrence  5  tiut  when  he  calls  himfelf 
to  his  own  tribunal,  he  finds  every  fault, 
if  not  abfolutely  effaced,  ytt  fo  much 
palliated  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  inten- 
tion, and  the  cogency  of  the  motive, 
that  very  little  guilt  or  turpitude  re- 
mains J  and  when  he  takes  a  furvey  of 
the  whole  complication  of  his  charader, 
he  difcovcrs  fo  many  latent  excellencies, 
fo  many  virtues  that  want  but  an  op- 
portunity  to  exeit  themfetves  in  aa, 
and  fo  many  kind  wiihcs  for  univerfal 
happinefs,  that  he  looks  on  himlelf  as 
fuffering  unjuftly  under  the  infamy  of 
fingle  failings,  while  the  general  tem- 
per of  his  mind  is  unknown*  or  unre- 
garded. 

It  is  i>atui-al  to  mean  well,  when  only 
abftra6led  ideas  of  virtue  are  propefed 
to  the  mindy  and  no  particular  paflion 
turns  us  afide  from  re6litude;  and  fo 
willinsj  is  every  man  to  flatter  himftlf, 
that  the  difference  between  approving 

•  laws,  and  obeying  them,  is  firquently 
-  forgotten ;   he   that   acknowledges  tKe 

obligations  of  moi-ality,  and  pl^es  his 
vanity  with  enforcing  them  to  others, 
concludes  himi'tlf  zealous  in  the  caufc 
of  Virtue,  though  he  has  no  longer  any 
regard  to  hei-  precepts,  than  they  con- 
form to  his  own  defires;  and  counts 
himfelf  among  her  wanncft  lovers,  be- 

•  caufe  he  praifes  her  beauty,  though  every 
rival  ileals  away  his  heart. 

Tliere  are,  however,  great  numbers 
who  have  Jitlle  recourfe  to  the  rcfine- 
ni£nt%  of  fptculat'  ^uf  who  yet  live 
at  peace  with  thcmu  .  A,  by  means  which 
require  lei's  uudu  iUiiding,  or  Icfs  atten- 


tion. When  their  hearts  are  burthened 
vnt\i  the  confcioufnefs  of  a  crime,  in- 
<flead  of  feeking  for  forae  remedy  withirt 
themfelves,  they  look  round  upon  the 
reft  of  mankind,  to- find  others  tainted 
with  the  fame  guilt :  they  pleafe  them- 
-felves  with  obuji-ving,  that  they  have 
numbers  on  their  fide ;  and  that,  though 
they  aj-e  hunted  out  from  the  fociety  of 
good  men,  they  are  not  likely  to  be  con«> 
demned  to  foHtude. 

It  may  be  obferved,  perhaps  without 
exception,  that  none  are  fo  mduftriout 
to  detcft  wickedncfs,  or  fo  ready  to  im-. 
pute  it,  as  they  whofe  crimes  are  ap- 
parent and  confeffed.  They  envy  an 
unblemifhed  reputation,  and  what  they 
envy  they  are  bufy  to  deftroy :  they  arc 
unwilling  to  fuppofe  themfelves  meaner, 
and  more  corrupt  than  others ;  and  there- 
fore willingly  pull  down  from  their  ele- 
vations thofe  with  whom  they  cannot  rife 
to  an  equality.  No  man  yet  was  cYer 
wicked  withciit  fecret  difcontcnt  j  and, 
according  to  the  different  degrees  of  r©- 
maiiiing  virtue,  or  uncxtinguifhetl  rea* 
foH,  he  either  endeavours  to  reform  hinr- 
felf,  or  con-upt  others ;  either  to  regain 
the  ftation  which  he  has  quitted,  or  pre- 
vail on  others  to  imitate  his  defeftion. 

It  has  always  been  confidcred  as  an 
alleviation  of  mifery  not  to  fuffer  alone, 
even  when  union  and  fociety  can  con- 
tribute nothing  to  refiftance  or  efcapej 
feme  comfort  of  the  fame  kind  feem« 
to  incite  wickedncfs  to  feek  afibciatcss 
though,  indeed,  another  reafon  njay  be 
given,  fbr  as  guilt  is  propagatixi,  the 
power  of  reproach  is  dimmiihed,  and 
among  numbers  equally  deteftable,  every 
individual  may  be  fheltered  from  Ihame, 
though  not  from  confcience. 

Another  lenitive  bv  which  the  thfobt 
of  tlie  breaft  are  afluaged,  is  the  con- 
templation, not  of  the  fame,  but  of  dif- 
ferent crunes.     He  that  cannot  juftify 
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Kimfclf  by  his  rcfemblance  to  others,  is 
ready  to  try  feme  other  expedient,  artd 
to  enquire  what  will  arife  to  his  ad  van* 
tage  rrom  oppofition  and  difltmilitude. 
He  eafily  finds  fome  faults  in  ereiy  hu- 
man being,  wliich  he  weighs  againfl  his 
o^wm,  and  eafily  makes  them  preponde* 
rate,  while  he  keeps  the  balance  in  his 
own  hand,  and  throws  in  or  takes  out  at 
his  plcafure,  circumftances  that  make 
them  heavier  or  lighter.  He  then  tri  - 
umphs  in  his  comparative  purity,  and 
iets  himfelf  at  eafe,  not  becaiiie  he  can 
refute  the  charges  advanced  againft  hun, 
but  becaufe  he  can  ccnfure  his  acaifei^ 
with  equal  juftice  5  and  no  longer  fears 
the  arrows  of  reproach;  when  he  has  ftored 
his  magazine  of  malice  with  weapons 
fquallv  (harp  and  equally  envcnome4. 

This  practice,  though  nevci*  juft,  is 
yet  fpecious  and  artfiil,  when  thecenfure 
IS  direfted  againft  deviations  to  the  con- 
trary extreme.  The  man  who  is  branded 
with  cov^rdice  may,  with  fome  appear- 
ance of  propriety,  turn  all  his  force  of 
wcpimtnt  againi^  a  ftupid  contempt  of 
lire,  and  ra(h  precipitation  into  unnecef- 
iary  danger.  Evciy  receflion  from  te- 
merity is  an  approach  towards  cowar- 
dice j  and  though  it  be  confefled  that 
bravery,  like  other  virtues,  flanils  be- 
tween faults  on  cither  hand,  yet  the  place 
of  the  middle  point  may  always  be  dif- 
puted ;  he  may,  therefore,  often  impofc 
upon  carelefs  underftandings,  by  turn- 
ing the  attention  wholly  from  himfelf, 
and  keeping  it  fixed  invariably  on  the  op- 
pofite  fault  J  and  by  fhewinc  how  many 
evils  are  avoided  by  his  beliaviour,  hJi 
may  conceal  for  a  tiiTie  thole  which  are 
incurred. 

But  vice  has  nof  always  opportunities 
or  addrefs  foi*  fuch  artful  Aibtei'fugea ; 
men  often  extenuate  their  own  guilt. 
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only  by  vagua  and  general  charges  upon 
others,  or  endeavour  to  gain  reft  to  thcra- 
felves  by  pointing  fome  oth^r  prey  to  the 
ptirfuit  or  cenfurc. 

Every  whifper  of  infamy  is  induftri* 
oufly  circulated,  every  hint  of  fufpicion 
eagerly  improved,  and  every  ftiilure  cff 
condu^l  joyfully  publilhed,  by  thofe 
whofe  intereft  it  is  that  the  eye  and  voice 
of  the  publick  fhould  be  employed  on 
any  rather  than  on  themfelvcs. 

All  thefe  artifices,  and  a  thoufandl 
others  equally  vain  and  equally  delpi- 
cable,  are  irtdted  by  that  conviction  of 
thedeformity  of  wickednefs,  fiom  which 
none  can  let  himfelf  free;  and  by  an 
abfurd  defirc  to  feparate  the  caufe  from 
the  efFcfts,  and  to  enjoy  the  profit  of 
crimes  without  fuffering  the  fhame* 
Men  are  willin?  to  tiy  all  methods  of 
reconciling  guilt  alnd  quiet,  and  whert 
their  underfTandings  ai^  ftubbom  and 
uncomplying,  raife  their  paflTions  againft 
themy  and  hope  to  overpower  their  own 
knowledge. 

It  is  generally  not  lb  much  the  defire 
of  meh,  funk  into  depravity,  to  deceive 
the  world  as  themfelves }  for  when  no 
particular  ciraimftances  make  them  de- 
pendant on  others,  infamy  dilhirbs  them 
little,  but  as  it  revives  their  remorfe,  and 
is  echoed  to  them  from  their  own  hearts. 
Tlie  fentcnce  moft  dreaded  is  that  of 
reafon  and  confcience,  whith  they  would 
engage  on  their  fide  at  any  price  but 
the  labours  of  duty  and  the  fbrrows  of 
repentance.  For  tnis  purpofe  every  fe- 
ducemcnt  and  fallacy  is  fought,  the 
hopes  ftill  reft  upon  fome  new  experi- 
ment till  life  is  at  an  end ;  and  the  laft 
hour  fteals  on  unperceivcd,  while  the 
faculties  are  engaged  in  refiltvrg  reafoii, 
and  reprcfTing  the  fcnfe  of  the  Divine 
difapprobation. 


N'LXXVII.  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  ii,  1750. 


OS   DICNUM  -«TrSNO    NITI.DCM  q^UOD  FULGEAT   AUltO| 
SI   MALLET   L/UDAJIX    PCUM,     CUI   S0RD2DA  M0N8TRA 
rHATULIT,    ET    tli^yiDAM   TEMERAVIT  CRIMINE  VOCEM. 

PftVDXMT. 
A   GOLDEN   STATUE  SUCH  A  WIT   MIGHT  CLAIM, 
MAD   GOD    AND  VIRTUE   RAIS*D   THE   NOBLE    FLAME} 
BUT,    AH  !    HOW   LEWD  A    SUBJECT  MAS    HE  SUNG, 
WHAT  VILE  OBSCENITY   FEOFAKES  HIS  TONGUE  ! 


AMONG  thofe  whofe  hopes  of  dif- 
tinftion,  or  richts,  ariie  from  an 
•pinion  of  their  inteUe^lual  attainments. 


F.Lewis. 

it  has  been,  from  age  to  age,  an  efbblifh- 
ed  cuftom  to  tomplain  of  the  ingratitude 
of  mankind  to  their  iiUJrutWs,  and  the 
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difcourilgeTTicfit  which  men  of  genius  and 
Audy  fuffer  from  avarice  5ind  ignorance, 
from  the  pi-evalcncc  of  falle  ta{b>  and 
th«  encroachment  of  barbarity* 

Men  are  moft  powerfully  afiefl^  by 
thofc  evils  whicn  therafelves  feel,  of 
which  appetir  before  tlieir  own  eyes;  and 
as  there  has  never  been  a  time  of  fucn 
general  felicity,  but  thit  many  have 
failed  to  obtain  the  re\vards  to  which 
they  had,  in  tnejr  bwn  judgments,  a  juft 
tlaim,  (bpie  offended  writer  has  alwiys 
<leclaimed,  in  the  rage  of  difappoint- 
^eht^  agamft  his  age  or  natbn  j  nor  is  > 
there  one  who  has  not  fallen  upon  times 
more  unfavourable  to  learning  than  any 
former  century,  or  who  does  not  wifh  that 
he  had  beta  reined  in  the  infenfibility 
of  non-exiftence  to  fome  happier  hour, 
«rhen  literary  merit  fhall  no  longer  be  de- 
fpifed,  a«Kl  the  gifts  and  carefies  of  man- 
kind ihall  recompenie  the  toils  of  itudy, 
and  add  luftrc  to  t^c  charms  of  wit. 

Many  of  thefe  clamours  are  undoubt- 
edly to  be  confidered  only  as  the  burfb 
of  pride  never  to  be  fatisfied,  as  the  prat- 
tle of  affe^ation  mimicking  diftiefles 
imfelt,  or  as  the  common-places  of  va- 
nity folicitous  for  fplendour  of  fentencet, 
and  acutenefs  of  remark.  Yet  it  can- 
not bd  dented  that  frequent  difcontent 
muft  proceed  from  frequent  hardlhips ; 
and  though  it  is  evident,  that  not  more 
than  one  age  or  people  can  deferve  the 
cenfure  of  being  more  averfe  fi-om  learn- 
ing than  any  other,  yet  at  all  times 
knowledge  rauft  have  encountered  im- 
pediments, and  wit  been  mortified  with 
contempt,  or  harafled  with  perfecution. 

It  Is  not  neccfl&ry,  however,  tojoin 
immediatclv  in  the  outcry,  or  to  con- 
demn mankind  as  pleafed  with  igno- 
rance, or  always  envious  of  fuperior  abi- 
lities. The  miferies  of  the  lesfrned  have 
been  related  by  themfelvcs,  and  fincc 
they  have  not  bcefi  found  exem^it  firom 
that  paftiality  with  which  men  look 
vpon  their  own  a£lions  and  fufferings, 
we  may  conclude  that  they  have  not 
forgotten  .to  deck  their  caufe  with  the 
brighttefb  ornaments,  and  ftroneeft  co- 
lours. The  logician  coUe^ed  all  his  fub- 
tUties  when  they  were  to  be  employed 
in  his  own  defence ;  and  the  mafter  of 
rhetorick  exerted  apinft  his  advo-fitry 
all  the  arts  by  which  hatred  is  embitter- 
ed, and  indignation  inflamed. 

To  believe  no  man  in  his  own  caufe, 
it  the  ftanding  and  perpetual  rule  of  dif- 
tiribtitive  jufiice*  Since,  therefore,  in  tlie 


controverfy  between  the  learned  and  their 
enemies,  we  have  only  the  pleas  qf  one 
party,  of  the  party  more  able  to  delude 
our  underfUuidings,  and  engage  our  paf* 
fions,  we  muft  detc^Tninc  our  opinion  by 
fa6ls  unconteiled,  and  evidences  on  each 
fide  allowed  to  be  genuine. 

By  this  procedure,  I  know  not  whe- 
ther the  fhidents  will  find  their  caufe  pro- 
moted, or  the  companion  which  they  ej?- 
pefl  much  increafcd.  Let  their  condu^ 
be  impartially  furveyed  5  let  them  be  al- 
lowed no  longer  to  dire6l  attention  at 
their  pleafure,  by  e3q>atiating  op  tbeil: 
own  deferts  5  let  neither  the  dignity  of 
knowledge  over-awe  the  judgment,  nor 
tlic  jgraces  of  elegance  feduce  it.  It  will 
then,  perhaps,  be  found,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  produce  claims  to  kinder 
treatment,  but  provoked  the  calamities 
which  they  fufFered,  and  feldom  wanted 
friends  but  when  they  wanted  virtue. 

That  few  men,  celebrated  for  theo- 
retick  wifdom,  live  with  conformity  to 
their  precepts,  muft  be  readily  confeifed  | 
and  we  cannot  wonder  that  the  indigna- 
tion of  mankind  rifes  with  gteat  vehe- 
mence againft  thofe  who  neglefl  the 
duties  which  they  appear  to  know  with 
fb  fkrong  convi6lion  the  neccffity  of  per- 
forming. Yet,  fince  no  man  has  power 
of  ailing  equal  to  that  of  thinking,  | 
know  not  whether  the  fpeculatift  may 
not  fometijnes  incur  ccnfures  too  fevere, 
and  by  thofe  who  form  ideas  of  his  life 
from  their  knoM\iledge  of  his  books,  be 
confidei'ed  as  worfe  tnan  others,  only  be- 
caufc  he  was  expected  to  be  better. 

He  by  whole  writings  the  heait  i^ 
re6lified,  the  appetites  counteracted,  and 
the  paiHons  reprefTcd,  may  be  confidered 
as  not  unprofitable  to  the  great  repub- 
lick  of  humanity,  even  though  his  be- 
haviour ihould  not  always  exemplify  his 
rules.  His  inftruftions  may  difnife  their 
influence  to  regions  in  which  it  will  not 
be  inquired,  whether  the  author  be  a/- 
bus  an  afer^^ood  or  bad;  to  timet 
when  all  his  niults  and  all  his  follies 
fhall  be  loft  in  forgetfulne^,  among 
things  of  no  concern  or  importance  to 
the  world  i  and  he  m^  kindle  in  thou- 
^ds  and  ten  thoufands  that  fkme 
which  burnt  dimly  in  himfelf,  through 
the  frunes  of  paflion,  or  the  damps  df 
Cowardice.  The  vicious  moralift  may  \ 
be  confidered  as  a  taper,  by  wfaicH  we  \ 
are  lighted  through  the  labyrinth  of  1 
compLcated  pafTions ;  he  extenas  his  ra-  / 
diance  further  than  his  hea^,  abd  guidet  y 
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all  that  are  tvlthin  ticw,  but  bums  oply 
t6bl<r  who  malce  too  near  approaches. 

Vet  fmcc  good  or  harm  muil  be  re- 
ceived for  the  raoft  pait  from  thofe  to 
whom  we  ar?  familiarly  known,  he 
whoie  vices  overpower  his  virtues,  in  the 
compars  to  which  his  vices  can  extend, 
has  no  realbn  to  complain  that  he  meets 
not  with  afffe^on  or  veneration,  when 
thofe  \yith  whom  he  palTes  his  life  are 
more  corrupted  by  his  pra6lice  than  cn- 
liehtened  by  his  ideas.  Admiration  be- 
gins where  acauaintance  ceafes^  and  his 
»vourers  arc  diftant,  but  his  enemies  at 
hand. 

Yet  many  hive  d^red  to  boaft  of  neg- 
le£^ed  merit,  and  to  challenge  their  age 
i[or  cruelty  and  folly,  oi  whom  it  canr 
not  be  alleged  that  they  have  endeavoured 
to  inaeaic  the  wifdom  or  virtue  of  their 
readers.  '  They  have  been  at  once  pro- 
fligate in  their  lives,  and  licentious   in 
fiieir  compolitions ;  have  not  -only  for- 
y^en  the  paths  of  virtue,  but  attempted 
/  to  lure  others  after  them.    They  nave 
/    /moothcd  the  road  of  perdition,  covered 
t    with  flowers  the  thorns  of  guilt,  and 
•    taught  temptation  fwcetcr  notes,  fofter 
blandiihmentSt     and    ftronger    allure- 
ments. 

It  has  been  apparently  the  fettled  pur- 
pofe  of  fome  writers,  whofe  powers  and 
acquidtions  place  them  high  in  the  rank 
of  literature,  to  fct  falhion  on  the  fide 
of  wickednefs}  to  recommend  debauch- 
ery and  lewdncfs,  by  aflbciating  them 
with  qualities  n>o{l  lil^ely  to  dazzle  the 
difcernment  and  attrafl  the   affe^ions ; 

?nd  to  (hew  innocence  and  goodnefs  with 
uch  attendant  weakneflbs  as  neceflarjily 
expoic  them  tq  contempt  and  derifion. 

Such  naturally  founa  intimates  among 
the  corrupt,  the  thoughtlefs,  and  the  in- 
temperate; paiOTed  their  lives  amidil  the 
levities  of  Iportive  idlenefs,  of  the  warm 
,  profeiffions  of  drunken  friendihip  $  and 
'  fed  tKeir  hopes  with  the  promifes  of 
wretches,  whpm  their  precepts  had  taught 
to  fcofF  at  truth.  But  when  fools  had 
laughed  away  their  fprightlinefs,  and 
the  languors  of  ei^cefs  could  no  longer 
be  relieved,  they  faw  their  proteftors 
fiourly  drop  away,  and  wondered  and 
Abrmed  to  find  tbemfelves  abandoned. 
Whether  their  companions  peififted  in 
.  wickednefs,  or  returned  to  virtue,  they 
were  left  equally  without  aflillance^  for 
itebauchery  is  fdfiih  aii4  negligent,  an4 
^m  virtue  tl)C  viit>)b\if  only  Ct^^,  e^- 
^rcgan}. 


»75 

It  is  iaid  by  Floras  of  Catiline,  who 
died  in  the  midft  of  flau^htered  enemies, 
that  bis  death  bad  been  lUuftrious^  bad  H 
been faffered  for  bis  country.  Of  the 
wits  who  have  languifhed  away  l^ife  un- 
der the  brelHires  of  poverty,  or  in  the 
reftleflTneis  of  fufj^enfe,  careiled  and  re- 
je6led,  flattered  and  defpifcd,  as  they 
were  of  more  or  lefe  ufe  to  thofe  who 
ftiled  tbemfelves  their  patrons,  it  mig^ 
be  obfcrved,  that  their  ml  fcries  would  en- 
force companion,  had  they  been  brought 
upon  them  by  honefty  and  religion. 

The  wickednefs  of  a  loofe  or  profane 
author  is  more  attrocious  than  that  of 
the  giddy  libertine,  or  drunken  raviftieri 
not  only  becaufe  it  extends  it's  efle^la, 
wider,  as  a  peftilence  that  taints  the  air 
is  more  deftruftive  than  poifon  infufed 
in  a  draught,  but  becaufe  it  is  commit- 
ted with  cool  dcliberation»  By  the  in-» 
ftantaneous  violence  of  defire,  a  good 
man  may  fometimes  be  furprifed  before, 
reflection  can  come  to  his  reipue;  wheo 
the  appetites  have  ftrengthened  their  in*  ' 
flucnce  by  habit,  they  are  not  eafily  rc- 
iifted  or  fupprcfledj  but  for  the  frigid 
villainy  of  ftudious  Icwdnefs,  for  the 
calm  malignity  of  laboured  impiety, 
what  apology  can  be  invented?  What 
punift>ment  can  be  adequate  to  the  crime 
of  him  who  retires  to  folitudes  for  the 
refinement  of  debauchtryj  who  torturcf 
his  fancy,  and  ranfacks  his  memory, 
only  that  he  may  leave  the  world  lef« 
virtuous  than  he  found  it  j  that  he  may 
intei*cept  the  hopes  of  the  riling  genera- 
tion j  and  fpread  fnaics  for  the  foul  witH 
more  dexterity? 

What  were  their  motives,  or  what 
their  excufes,  is  below  the  dignity  of 
reafon  to  examine.  If  having  extin<r 
gulftied  in  tbemfelves  the  diftin6lion  of 
right  and  wrong,  :hey  were  infenfiblcof 
the  mifchief  which  they  prcmoted,  they 
deferved  to  be  hunted  down  by  the  ge- 
neral compa^,  as  no  longer  partaking, 
of  focial  nature  j  if  influenced  by  the 
corruption  of  patrons,  or  readers,  they 
f;icrificed  their  own  conviflions  to  vanity 
or  intereft,  they  werc  to  be  abhorred  with 
more  acrimony  than  he  that  murders  for 
pay ;  fince  they  committed  greater  crimes 
without  greater  temptations. 

P/binti  io  fwbom  fnuch  isgl^en,  much 
Aall  be  required,  Thofe  whom  G<jd 
nas  favoured  with  fuperior  faculties,  and 
made  eminent  forquirknt»fs  of  intuition, 
and  accuracy  of  diftii^^ions,  wil|  cer- 
t^y  b^' regarded  as  culpabhinhi^  cye^ 
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for  defers  and  deviations  which,  In 
fouls  Icfs  enlightened,  may  be  guilt- 
lel's.  But,  furjly,  none  can  think  with- 
out horror  on  that  man's  condition  who 
has  been  more  wicked  in  proportion  as 
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he  had  more  means  of  excelling  in  virtue, 
and  uied  the  light  imparted  from  Hea- 
ven only  to  em&llifh  loUy,  and  ihcdluf- 
ti*c  upon  crimes. 


N®  LXXVIII.   SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15,  1750. 


m  »  -MORS    SOLA  fATETtJR 

<^UANTULA  SIKT   HOMIMUM   CO^PUSCVLA. 


Juv. 


DEATH  OKLY   THIS    MYSTERIOUS   TRUTH    UNFOLDS, 
THE  MIGHTY  SOUL  HOW  SMALL  A    BODY   H0LJ>S. 


CO  R  P  O  R  AL  fenfation  is  known  to 
depend  fo  much  upon  novelty,  that 
cuftom  takes  away  from  many  things 
their  power  of  giving  pleafure  or  pain. 
Thus  a  newdrels  becomes  eafy  by  wear- 
ing it,  .and  the  palate  is  recon'cilcci  by  de- 
grees to  dilhes  which  at  firit  difgufled  it. 
That  by  lon^  habit  of  carrying  a  bur- 
den, we  loie,  m  gi-cat  part,  ourlenfibility 
of  it's  weigl\t,  any  man  may  be  ccnvinced 
by  putting  on  for  an  hour  the  armour  of 
our  anccitoi-s;  for  he  will  fcarcely  believe  • 
that  men  would  have  had  much  inclina- 
tion to  marches  and  battles,  encumber- 
ed and  opprefletl,  as  he  will  find  himl'elf, 
with  the  ancient  panoply.  Yet  the  he- 
roes that  overrun  regions,  and  ftormed 
towns  in  iron  accoutrements,  he  knows 
•  not  to  have  been  bigger,  and  hasnorea- 
fon  to  imagine  them  (bongcr  than  the  pre- 
fcnt  race  of  men ;  he  therefore  nuift  con- 
clude, that  their  peculiar  powers  were 
conferred  only  by  peculiar  habits,  and 
that  their  familiai'ity  with  thedrefsofwar 
enabled  the>n  to  move  in  it  with  eafe,  vi- 
gour, and  agility. 

Yet  it  feems  to  be  the  condition  of  pur 
prefirnt  ftate,  that  pain  fhould  be  more 
fixed  and  permanent  than  pleaiiirc.  Un- 
calincfs  gives  way  by  flow  degi^ees,  and 
is  long  before  it  quits  It's  poflcfllon  of 
thefenforyj  butallour  gi-atifications  are 
volatile,  vagrant,  and  eafily  diffipated. 
The  fragrance  of  the  jeflaminc  bower  is 
loft  after  the  enjoyment  of  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  the  Indian  wanders  amon^*- 
his  native  fpices  without  any  fcnfe  of 
their  exhalations.  It  is,  indeed,  notne- 
ceflHry  to  fhew  by  many  inftanccs  what 
all  mankind  confefs,  by  anincelTant  call 
for  variety,  and  reftlels  purfuit  of  en- 
joyments^ which  they  value  only  bccaufc 
unpoflcflcd. 


Drtden. 

Something  fimilar,  or  analogous,  may 
be  obferved  in  effects  produced  imme- 
diately upon  'the  mindj  nothinof  can 
ftrcrgly  iliike or  affecl  us,  but  what  is 
rare  or  .iiddcn.  The  moll  important 
events,  wlien  they  become  famihar,  ar* 
no  longx:i  confidcred  with  wonder  or  fo- 
licitude,  and  thatwh.ch  at  firlt  filled  up 
our  whole  attention,  and  left  no  phcc  for 
any  other  thought,  is  (bon  thruft  afide 
into  fome  remote'  rcpofitory  of  the  mind,  \ 
and  lies  among  other  lumber  of  the  me-  y^ 
mory,  overlooked  and  neglefted.  Thu» 
far  the  mind  refembles  the  body,  but 
here  the  fimilitude  is  at  an  end. 

The  manner  in  which  external  force 
a6ls  upon  the  body  is  very  little  fubjeft 
to  the  regulation  of  the  will  j  no  man  can 
at  plealuic  obfund  or  invigorate  his 
fenlcs,  prolong  the  agency  ofany  image 
traced  upon  the  eye,  or  any  found  in- 
fiifcd  into  the  ear.  But  our  ideas  are 
more  fubje^ed  to  choice  j  we  can  call 
them  bcforeus,  and  command  their  ftay; 
we  can  facilitate  and  promote  their  re- 
currence, we  can  eitner  reprefs  their 
intnifion,  or  haften  their  retreat-  It  is 
therefore  the  bufinefs  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  to  fele6l  among  numberlefs  ob- 
jc£\sftrlving  for  our  notice,  fuch  as  may 
enable  us  to  exalt  our  reafon,  extend  our 
views,  and  fecure  our  happinefs.  But 
this  choice  Is  to  be  made  with  very  little 
regard  to  rarenefs  or  frequency}  for  no- 
thing is  valuable  mei-ely  becauft  it  is 
"tiiher  rare  or  common,  but  bccaufe  it  is 
adapted  to  fome  ufeful  purpole,  and  en- 
ables us  to  fupply  fome  deficiency  of  our 
nature. 

Milton  has  judicloufly  reprefcnted  the 
father  of  mankind,  as  feized  with  hor- 
ror and  ailonifluncnt  at  the  fight  of 
death,  exhibited  to  him  on  the  Mount 

Digitized  by  Google         «^ 


T^E   RAMBX.br. 


m 


ofVifion.  FoTf  filn^,  nothiqg  (3kn  ib 
much  difiurb  the  pamons,  or  perplex 
the  intelle5b  of  man,  as  the  dimiption 
of  his  union  with  vifible  nature  j  a  Icpa- 
ration  fi^m  all  that  has  hitherto  delight- 
ed or  engaged  him  ^  a  change  not  onljr 
of  the  place,  but  the  manner  of  his  be- 
ing; an  entrance  into  a  ftate,  notfimply 
which  he  knows  not,  but  wliich  per- 
haps he  has  not  faculties  to  know  j  an 
immediate  and  perceptible  communlcar 
tion  with  the  Supreme  Being,  and,  what 
is  above  all  diftrefsful  and  alarming, 
the  final  fentence,  aivl  unalterable  allot- 
ment. 

Yet  we  to  Whom  the  ihoitqcfs  of  life 
has  ^iven  frequent  occaiions  oif  contem- 
plating mortality,  can,  without  emotion, 
fee  generations  of  men  pais  away,  and 
are  at  leifure  to  eftabliih  modes  of  for- 
row,  and  adjuft  the  ceremonial  of  death. 
We  can  look  upon  funeral  pomp  ^s  a 
common  fpeflacle  in  which  ^t  have  no 
concern,  and  turn  away  from  it  to  trlfies 
and  amniements,  without  deje6^ion  of 
look,  or  inquietude  of  Keart. 

It  is,  indeed>  apparent  from  the  con- 
iKttition  of  the  world,  that  there  muft  be 
t  time  for  other  thoughts ;  and  a  perpe- 
tual meditation  upon  the  hft  hour,  how- 
ever it  mav  become  the  folitutle  of  a 
moaaflery,  is  inconfiftent  with  many  du- 
ties of  common  life.  But  furely  the  re- 
membrance of  deatli  ought  to  predomi- 
nate in  onr  minds,  as  an  habitual  and 
ftttled  principle,  always  operating, 
though  not  always  perceived ;  and  our 
attention  ihould  feldom  wander  fo  far 
from  our  own  condition,  &s  not  to  be 
recalled  and  fixed  by  fight  of  an  event, 
which  muft  foon,  we  know  not  how  foon, 
happen  likewife  to  ourfelves,  and  of 
which,  though  we  cannot  appoint  the 
time,  we  may  fecuie  the  confequence. 

Every  inftaQce  of  death  may  jufily 
awaken  our  fears  and  quicken  oiu*  vi- 
gilance; but  it*s  finequcncy  (b  much 
weakens  it's  effeft,  that  we  are  feMom 
alamned  unlefs  fbme  clofe  conneflion  is 
broken,  fbme  fcheme  fruflratcd,  or  lome 
hope  defi»ited.  Many  therefore  feem  to 
pafs  on  from  youth  to  decrepitude  with- 
out any  refleaidn  on  the  end  of  life.  b»- 
caufe  they  are  wholly  im'olved  within 
themfelves,  and  look  on  others  only  as 
inhabitants  of  the  common  earth,  with- 
out any  expe£tatibn  of  receiving  good, 
or  intention  of  beftowing  it. 

Events,  of  wnich  we'  confMs  the  im- 
portance, excite  little  fenfibility,  unlcf^ 


they  9f e^  us  oiocp  nearly  than  as  fharers 
in  the  common  intereft  of  m^kind :  that 
4e/irc  which. every  man  feels  of  being 
remembered  9pd  )aroentedj  is  often  mor- 
tified when  we  remark  how  little  con* 
cern  is  caufed  by  the  eternal  departure 
even  of  thofc  who  hjive  palled  thcik-  livet 
with  publick  honours,  and  been  d>ftin- 
guiflied  by  extraordinary  peifoimances. 
It  is  not  poflible  to  be  regarded  witl\ 
tendemefs,  except  by  a  fi^w.  That  me- 
rit which  s^vet  giieatnef^  and  renown» 
diffiifes  it's  mfluence-to  a  wide  compafs^ 
but  si^B  weakly  on  every  fingle  bread  | 
it  is  placed  at  a  difbnce  finom  common  x^ 
ipe^hLtors,  and  ihiiies  like  one  of  the  ie«4 
mete  ftars,  of  which  dte  Kght  reaches  ) 
us,  but  not  the  heat.  The  wit,  the  he^ 
ro,  the  phlbfopher,  whom  th^  tempers 
or  their  fortunes  have  hindered  fixmi  in- 
timate relations,  die,  without  any  other 
effeft  tlian  that  of  adding  a  new  topick 
to  the  conrerfation  of  the  day.  They 
imprefs  none  with  any  frefh  coma6lion 
of  the  fragility  of  our  nature^  becaufe 
none  had  any  particular  interefl  ia  their 
lives,  or  was  united  to  them  by  a  reci- 
procation of  benefits  and  endearments. 

Thus  it  often  happens,  that  thofewho 
in  their  lives  were  applauded  and  admir- 
ed, arc  laid  at  lafl  in  the  ground  without 
the  common  honour  of  a  ftone|  becaufe 
by  thofe  excellencies  with  wMch  many 
were  delighted,  none  had  been  obliged  j 
and,  though  they  had  many  to  celebrate^ 
they  had  none  to  love  them% 

Cuftom  fo  far  regulates  the  ibnti- 
ments,  at  leail  of  common  minds,  that 
I  believe  men  may  be  generally  obfcrv- 
cd  ■  to  grow  lefs  tender  as  they  advance 
in  age.    He  who,  when  life  was  new, 
melted  at  the  lofs  of  every  companion, 
can  look  in  time,  without  concem,^  upon 
the  grave  into  which  his  laft  friend  was 
thrown,  and  into  which  himfelf  is  ready 
to  faiU;  not  that  he  is  more  willing  to 
die  than  formerly,  but  that  he  is  more 
familiar  to  the  death  of  others,  and  there- 
fore is  not  alaimed  fo  far  as  to  confider 
how  much  nearer  he  approaches  to  his 
end.    Btfrtliis  is  to  fubnut  tamely  to  the  •^ 
tyi-anny  of  accident,  and  to  fuffer  our  -^ 
reafon  to  lie  ufelefs .   Every  funeral  may  ^  \ 
juflly  be  confidcred  as  a  fummons  to  J 
prepare  for  that  flate  mto  which  it  ^ews 
us  that  we  muil  fome  time  enter ;  and 
the  fummons  is  more  loud  and  picrcin^^, 
as  the  event  of  which  it  warns  us  is  at ' 
lefs  diftance.     To  negleft  at  an|^  time 
preparation  for  death,  is  to  fleep  on  oi/r  *" 
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poft  at  a  Citge  j  but  to  emit  it  in  old  age, 
IS  to  deep  at  an  attack. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  tne  one  of 
the  inoft  ftriking  paflajres  in  the  vifion*^ 
of  Quevedo,  which  fttgrnatifes  thofe  as 
fools  who  complain  tRat  they  failed  of 
happinefr  by  liiddbn  dteath,  *  How/ 
iaya  he,  '  can  death  be  (udden  to  a  bc- 
<*  ing  who  always  knew  that  he  muft 
'  die,  and  that  the  time  of  his  death 
*  was  uncertain  V 

Since  bullnefs  and  gaiety  are  always 
drawing  out  attention  away  &onta  fu- 


ture ftate,  fome  admonition  is  frequenf* 
ly  neceilary  to  recall  it  to  our  minds  % 
and  what  can  more  properly  renew  the 
impreiTion  than  the  examples  of  morta* 
Fity  which  cvf  ry  day  fupplies  ?  The  great 
incentive  ta  virtue  is  the  reflection  that 
we  muft  die ;  it  will  therefore  be  ufcful 
to  accuftonr  ovrfclves,  whenever  we  ice 
a  funeral,  to  coniider  how  fbon.  we  may 
be  added  to  the  number  of  thofe  whoie 
probation  is  pad,  and  whofe  happineli^ 
or  mifery  (hall  exiduce  for  cva» 


N^  LXXIX.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  iJ,  17^ 


TAM  »Mft  NOSTRVM   DCCiri  PABULLVM,    (^VID 
MIBAKIS,   AULK?    SEMPKK  SONUS  HOMO  TIRO  KIT*- 

ypU  WOKCriR   TVE   90  tITTM  W|T, 
VRIENP  JOHN,    60  OKTEN   TO  BE  BIT  T 
KONE   BETTER    CUARD    AGAINST   A  CHBAT 
THAN   HE  WHO  IS  A   KNAVB  COMrLXTl. 

F.  Lewis. 


Mart* 


Sl/S  P I C I O  K,  however  necertjufy  it 
may  be  to  our  i'afe.  paflagc  through 
ways  bclbt  on  all  fides  by  fraud  and 
malice,  has  been  alw'ays  confidereil,  wlicn 
it  exceeds  tlie  common  mcalures,  as  a 
toktn  of  depravity  and  corruption  5  and 
a  Greek  writer  of  fcntenccs  has  laid 
down  as  a  landing  maxim,  tliat  be  tvbo 
k^elii^es  not  another  on  bis  oatbt  knows 
Hfrtfrlf  to  be  ferjured. 

We  can  form  our  opinions  of  that 
which  w^know  not,  oniy  by  placing  it 
i!i  comparifon  with  Ibmething  that  we 
know :  whoever^  therefore.  Is  over-run 
with  fufpicioa*  ond  detc£l»  artifice  and 
Ih-atagem  in  tvery  prcpofal,  nuift  either 
have  learned  by  experience  or  oblerva*. 
tion  the  wickeilnel's  of  mankind,  and 
been  taught  to  avoid  fraud  by  having 
often  fuferwl  or  fccn  treachery  5  or  he 
muft  derive  his  judgment  from  the  coi>- 
fcioufhefs  of  his  own  difpofition,  and 
impute  to  others  the  iame  inclinationt 
vrhich  he  feels  predominant  in  himl'elf. 

To  Icam  caution  by  turning  our  eyea 
xipon  Hfe,  and  obferving  the  arts  by 
which  negligence  is  furprifed,  timidity 
cvcrbomp,  and  credulity  amulicd,  re- 
quires either  great  btituifc  of  converic 
and  long  accjuaintunce  with  bufinefs,  or 
uncommon  '»£Uvtty  of  vigilance,  and 
acuteneis  of  penetration.  When  there- 
fore  a  yo\mg  man,  not  diftu^uiOied  by 
vigour  of  inuUcA}  comss  iftlo  the  world 


full  of  fcruples  and  diffidence ;  maket  ai 
bargain  with  many  provifional  limita'- 
tions ;  hedtatcs  in  his  anfwer  to  a  com- 
mon qutftion,  left  moce  (hould  be  in- 
tended thaivhe  can  immediately  diicover  > 
has  a  long  reach  in  detefling  the  pru- 
je£ls  of  haaacquaintance ;  coaTidesS'  evenr 
carefs  as  an  a5l  of  hypocnify,  aiul  ktU 
neither  gratitude  nor  affe^ion  fcom  th« 
tendemefs  of  his-  fviends,  bccaule  he  be- 
lieves no  one  to  have  any  teal  tendemefs 
but  for  himfelf  ^  whatever  expe£bition» 
this  early  fagacity  may  saife  of  his  fu- 
ture eminence  or  ncKes,  I  can  feldom 
forbear  to  confider  him  a»  a  wretch  in- 
capable of  gcnerofity  or  benevolence,  a* 
sk  villain  early  completed  beyond  the 
need  d  common  opportunities- ;md  gi-a* 
(fual  temptations. 

Upon  men  of  this  clafs,  inftru£lion 
and  admonition  are  generally  thrown 
awa^,  becauiie  they  confides  artifice  and 
deceit  as  proofii  of  underftandlng ;  they 
are  milled  at  the  fame  time  by  the  two 
l^at  feducers  of  the  work!,  vanity  an4 
xntercft ;  and  not  oniy  look  upon  thofe 
who  a£k  with  opennefs  and  confidence^ 
as  condemned  by  their  principles  to  ob- 
icurity  and  want,  but  as  couteaaptible 
for  narrownefs  of  comprehen(*o»,  Mort- 
«ef8  of  view8»  and  ibwaefs  of  comxiv- 
ance» 

The  worU  has  been  long  amufcd  with 
the  mention  of  policy  in  pubLf  k  tranC- 
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aiftlonsy  and  of  art  in  private  affairs; 
tliey  have  been  confidered  as  tke  effefls 
of  great  qualities»  and  as  unattainable 
by  men  of  the  common  level :  yet  I  have 
Jtot  found  many  pei^ormances,  either  of 
art  or  policy,  that  required  fuch  ftupen- 
dous  efforts  of  inteliefl,  or  might  not 
have  been  eife&ed  by  faliehood  and  im- 
pudence^  without  the  aiMance  of  any 
other  powers.  To  profefe  what  he  docs 
not  mean,  to  proanfe  what  he  cannot 
perform  9  to  flatter  ambition  with  pro- 
Ipe^  of  pronaotion,  and  inifery  with 
bopes  of  relief }  tofooth  pride  with  ap- 
pearances of  fubmifnon»  and  appeafe  en- 
mity by  blandifhments  and  bribes  $  can, 
fui^ly  imply  nothing  more  or  gi'eater 
than  a  nund  devoted  wholly  to  it^s  owfi 
purp^feS)  a  face  tliat  cannot  bluHi,  and 
a  heart  that  cannot  feel. 

Thcfe  prafUces  are  fo  mean  and  bafe, 
that  he  who  finds  in  himfelf  no  ten- 
dency to  vfe  them,  cannot  cafily  believe 
chat  they  are  coniidcred  by  others  with 
lefs  detestation ;  he  therefore  fuffers  him- 
felf to  (lumber  in  lalfe  fecurity,  and  be- 
comes a  prey  to  thofe  who  applaud  their 
own  fubtilty,  becauie  they  know  how 
to  ileal  upon  his  ileep,  and  exult  in  the 
fucce^  which  they  could  never  have  ob- 
tainedy  had  they  not  attempted  a  man 
better  than  thcmfdves,  wlw  was  hin- 
dered from  obviating  their  (tratagems, 
not  by  folly,  bat  by  innocence. 

Sulpicion  is»  indecx!,  a  temper  fo  un- 
cafy  alnd  reftlefs,  that  it  is  very  jultly 
appointed  the  concomitant  of  guilt.     It 
ti%  faid,  that  no  torture  is  equal  to  the 
I  inhibition  of  deep  long  continued}   a 
\  pain  to  which  the  itate  of  that  man  beai's 
'a  very  exaft  analogy  who  dares  never 
give  TcH  to  his  vieihince  and  circum- 
iixr^on,  but  confiders  himfelf  as  fur- 
rounded  by  fecret  foes,  and  fears  to  in- 
tr\ift  his  children,  or  his  friend,  with 
,th^  fccret  that  throbs  in  his  biealt,  and 
the  anxieties  that  bieak  into  his  face. 
Xo  avoid,  at  this  cx^nce,  thofe  evils  to 
wliich  ea(iDe£s  and  fnendfliip  might  have 
txpoled  him,  is  fiu^ly  to  buy  lafety  at 
too  dear  a  rate,  and,  in  the  liinguage  of 
the  Roman  fatirift,  to  fave  life  by  lofing 
;ill  for  -which  a  wife  man  would  live. 

When  in  the  diet  of  the  German  em* 
pire,  as  Camerarius  relates,  the  princes 
were  once  difplaying  their  felicity,  and 
each  boaiting  the  advantages  q(  his  own 
ciominions,  one  wh^  jHjfli^ncd  a  counu-y 
^ot  remarkable  for  the  *;randc^n-  of  it's 
f  itics.  Of  the  fertility  vf  it's  foil,  folb 


to  fpeak,  and  the  reft  liftcned  between 
pity  and  contempt,  till  he  declared,  in 
honour  of  his  territories,  that  he  could 
travel  through  them  without  a  guard, 
and,  if  he  was  weaiY.,  fleep  in  fafety 
upon  the  lap  of  the  hrH  man  wjiom  he 
fhould  meetj  a  commendation  Vhicb 
would  have  been  ill  exchanged  for  the 
boail  of  palaces,  paitures,  or  ftreams. 

•Suspicion  is  not  lei's  an  enemy  to  vir- 
tue t^ui  to  happineli» :  he  that  is  aJ- 
readv  corrupt  is  naturally  iuipicious,and 
he  that  becomes  fufpicious  will  quickly 
be  corrupt.  It  is  too  common  for  us 
to  kai-n  the  frauds  by  which  ourfelvet 
have  fuifered  j  men  who  arc  once  pcr- 
fuaded  that  deceit  will  be  employed 
j^inil  them,  fbmetimes  think  the  fame 
arts  juiliiied  by  the  neceility  of  defence. 
Even  they  whofc  virtue  is  too  well  cfta» 
bliilied  to  ffive  way  to  example,  or  be 
ihaken  by  iophilby,  muft  yet  feel  their 
love  of  mankind  diminiihed  with  their 
efteem,  and  grow  lefs  zealous  for  the 
happiueis  of  thofe  by  whom  they  ima- 
gine their  own  happineis  endangered. 

Thus  we  find  old  age,  upon  which 
fuipicion  has  been  itrongly  impreiTed  bv 
long  intercourfe  with  the  world,  inflexi- 
ble and  Icvere,  not  eafily  foftened  by 
fubminion,  melted  by  complaint,  or  ilih- 
dued  by  fupplication.  Frequent  experi- 
ence of  counterfeited  mifencs,  and  dif- 
fembleil  virtue,  in  time  overcomes  that 
diipofition  to  tcndemefs  ami  lympathy, 
which  is  lb  powerful  in  our  younger 
years;  and  they  that  happen  to  petition 
the  old  for  contpafiion  or  nUiibnce,  are 
doomed  to  languiih  without  regard,  and 
fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  men  who  have 
formerly  been  found  undcferving  or  un- 
grateiul. 

Uiitorians  are  certainly  chargeable 
with  the  depravation  of  mink ind,  wbcij 
they  relate  without  cenfure  thofe  ibura- 
grms  of  war  by  which  the  virtues  of  an 
enemy  are  engaged  to  his  deilru^ion. 
A  ihip  comes  before  a  port,  weather- 
beaten  and  Ihattered,  and  the  crew  im- 
ploi-e  the  liberty  of  repairing  their 
Dieachcs,  lupnlym^  thcmldves  with  ne- 
ceiFaries,  or  buiymg  their  dead.  The? 
humanity  of  the  inhabitants  incline^ 
them  to  confent,  the  ilrangtrs  enter  *bQ 
t»wn  with  weapons  concealed,  fall  lud- 
denK'  u|X)n  their  benefa^or?,  drtii'oy 
thole  that  make  refiilanee,  and  become 
maitcrs  of  the  place ;  they  return  Ik  ine 
rich  with  plunder,  and  theii  ('uc^efs  if 
I'scorded  to  encourage  imitdiion. 
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But  fbrely  war  has  it*s  laws,  and 
ought  to  be  conducted  with  fomc  regard 
to  the  univerfaj  intcreft  of  man.  Thofe 
'  may  juftly  be  purfutd  as  enemies  to  the 
community  of  nature,  who  fuflTer  hof- 
tility  to  ^'acate  the  unalterable  laws 
of  right,  and  purfue  their  private  ad- 
vantage by  means  which,  if  once 
cftabliftied,  muft  deftroy  kiiidnefs,  cut 
off  from  every  man  all  hopes  of  aflift- 
ance  from  another,  and  fill  the  world 
with  perpetual  fuipicion  and  implacable 
malevolence.  Whatever  is  thus  gained 
ought  to  be  reftored;  and  thofe  who 
have  conquered  by  iuch  treachery  may 


be  juftly  denied  the  prote6Hon  of  their 
native  country. 

Whoever  commits  a  fraud  is  guilty 
not  only  of  the  particular  injury  to  him 
whom  he  deceives,  but  of  the  dinumi^ 
tion  of  that  confidence  which  conftitutes 
not  only  the  eafc  but  the  exigence  of  Co- 
cicty .  He  that  fuffci-s  by  impofture  hat 
too  often  bis  virtue  more  impabed  than 
his  fortune.  But  as  it  is  neceflary  not 
to  invite  robbery  by  lupinenefb,  Cb  it  is 
our  duty  not  to  fupprefs  tendemels  by 
f^)icion.  It  is  better  to  fufter  wrong 
than  to  do  it ;  and  happier  to  be  fbine* 
times  cheated  then  not  u>  truft. 


N^^tXXX,    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  22,  1750. 

VIDES    OT    AJ.TA    STtT    NIVZ    CANDIDVK 
SORACTEy    NEC    JAM    SUSTIMEANT    ONUS 
ULyjti   LABOIANTKS  i 

Hot. 

BEHOLD    TOn    MOUNTAIN*!    HOAKT    HEIGHT, 

MADE    HIGHEE    WITH    NEW    MOUNTS    OF    tNOWf 

AGAIN    BEHOLD    THE    WINTEt*8    WEIGHT 
OPritEIS   THE    LAB*KI^G   WOODS    BELOW. 

PETDEV* 


AS  Providence  has  made  the  human 
foul  an  a£live  beings  always  im- 
patient for  novelty,  and  flruggUng  for 
Ibmething  yet  unenjoycd  with  unwearied 
progrefTion,  the  world  feems  to  have 
been  eminently  adapted  to  this  dilpoii^ 
tion  of  the  mind  j  it  is  formed  to  raife  ex«> 
.  pe£Utions  by  conftant  viciflitudes*  and 
to  obviate  fatiety  by  perpetual  cliange. 

Wherever  we  turn  our  eyes,  wc  fin4 
ibmetbing  tp  revive  our  ciiriofity^  and 
•ngage  our  attention.  In  the  uufk  of 
the  morning  we  watch  th?  rifing  of  the 
fun^  and  fee  the  dey  diverfify  the  clouds, 
and  open  new  prolpefls  in  it's  gi'adual 
advance.  Amr  a  few  hours,  we  fee  the 
ihades  lengthen,  and  the  light  decline, 
till  the  fky  is  re/jgn^  to  a  multitude  of 
(hinin^  oros  diffei-ent  ^-om  each  other  in 
magmtnde  and  fpjendour.  The  earth 
vanes  it^s  appe^i'ance  a$  w$  n)ove  upon 
It  y  t^e  woods  offer  their  fhadcs,  and  th^ 
^elds  their  haiTef^i  the  hill  flatters 
with  an  extepfive  yiew,  and  the  valley 
tnvites  with  ihelta>  fragrance^  and 
Aswers, 

The  poets  have  numbered  among  tl;e 
felicities  of  the  golden  agp,  an  exemp- 
tion from  the  change  of  reafbns,  and  a 
perpetuity  of  Ipiing;  but  I  am  not  cer- 
$^in  tkn  In  th)8  m^  9(  kmpnsity  hap- 


pinefs  they  have  made  fufHcient  provl* 
lion  for  that  infatiable  demand  of  new 
gratifications,  which  feems  paiticularfy 
to  characterize  the  nature  of  man.  Our 
fenfe  of  delight  is  in  a  great  meafurc 
comparative,  and  arifes  at  once  from  the 
(enfations  which  we  feel,  and  thofe  which 
we  ipracmber:  thus  eafe  after  tonnent 
is  pleafure  for  a  time,  and  w^  ai'e  very 
agi*eeably  recreated,  when  the  body» 
chilli  with  the  weather,  is  gradually 
recovering  it's  natxiral  tepidity  j  but  the 
joy  ceafes  when  w^  have  for|;ot  the  cold, 
we  mufl  fali  below  eafe  again,  if  we  de- 
fire  to  rife  above  it^  and  pujchafe  new 
felicity  by  voluntary  pain.  It  is  there^ 
fore  not  unlikely  that,  however  the  fancy 
may  be  amufed  with  the  defcription  of 
regions  in  which  no  wind  is  heard  but 
the  gpntle  zephyr,  and  no  fcenes  are  dif* 
played  but  vallies  enamelled  with  un- 
tadmg  flowers,  and  woods  waving  their 
pei-cnnial  venlure,  we  fhbuld  iooa  grow 
weary  of  uniforpaity,  find  our  thoughts 
languifh  for  want  of  other  fubjeiU,  call 
on  Heaven  for  our  wonted  I'ound  of  fca- 
fons,  and  thiul^  ourfelves  liberally  re- 
cojnpenfed  for  the  inconv'eniencies  of 
^immer  and  winter,  by  new  perceptions 
of  the  calmnefs  and  mtldnc^  pf  the  iur 
Jeipi^di^ti;  yufi^tipnf 
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Every  fcafon  lias  it*8  particular  pow- 
er of  ftrlklng  the  mind.  The  naked - 
nef*  and  afpcrity  of  the  wintry  woild 
always  fills  the  beholder  with  penlivc 
and  profound  alioniihment  ^  as  the  va- 
riety of  the  (bene  is  leflencd,  it's  gran- 
deur is  increafed  5  and  the  mind  is  fwel- 
led  at  once  by  the  mingled  ideas  of  the 
preient  and  the  paft,  of  the  beauties 
which  have  vanilhed  from  the  eyes,  and 
the  wade  and  defolation  that  are  now 
bdR>re  them. 

It  is  obferved  by  Milton,  that  he  who 
neglcds  to  rifit  the  country  in  fpring, 
and  rejefls  the  pleafures  that  are  then  in 
their  fiill  bloom  and  fragrance,  is  guilty 
of  fulUnnefs  againfi  naiUrp,  If  we  al- 
lot different  duties  to  different  feafons, 
he  may  be  chargcfi  with  equal  dUobedi- 
etice  to  the  voice  of  nature  who  looks 
on  the  bleak  hills,  and  leaflefs  woods^ 
without  ferioufiiefs  and  awe.  Spring  is 
Xht  &afon  of  gaiety,  arid  winter  of  tci*- 
ror  J  in  fpring  the  heart  of  tranquillity 
dancer  to  the  melody  of  the  groves,  and 
the  eye  of  benevolence  fparklcs  at  the 
fight  of  happincfs  and  plenty:  in  the 
winter,  compailion  melts  at  univerfal 
jcalamity,  and  the  tear  of  foftnefs  ftarts 
at  the  wailings  of  hunger,  and  the  cries 
©f  the  creation  in  dlftrefs. 

Few  minds  ha^^e  much  inclination  to 
indulge  heavinefs  and  forrow  \  nor  do  X 
recommend  them  beyond  the  decree  ne- 
ccffary  to  maintain  in  it's  full  vigour 
that  nabitual  fympathy  and  tendcrnefs 
which,  in  a  world  of  fo  much  miiery^ 
Is  neceffary  to  the  ready  difbharge  of  our 
mofl  impintant  duties.  The  winter 
|h<^efore  is  generally  celebrated  as  the 
proper  feafon  for  dome^ck  merriment 
and  gaiety.  We  are  icldom  invited  by 
the  votaries  of  plealiire  to  look  abroad 
for  any  other  purpofc,  tljan  that  we  may 
Auink  back  with  more  fatisfaflion  to 
our  coverts,  an4  y^-hcn  we  have  heard 
the  howl  pf  thst  tpmpeft,  and  felt  the 
gripe  of  the  firoft,  congratulate  jcach 
other  with  more  gJadneS  upon  a  clof^ 
room,  an  eafy  chair,  a  large  fire,  and  a 
fmoaktng  dinner*   . 

Winter  brings  natural  inducements 
to  jollity  and  converiation.  Differences, 
we  know,  are  never  fo  effc^ually  laid 
afleep,  as  by  fbme  common  calamity; 
•«n  enemy  unites  all  to  whom  he  thi-eat, 
f  tns  42U?ger.  The  rigour  of  winter 
briim  generally  to  the  fame  fire -fide 
fj^9^  yfi^p  by  the  opposition  of  }ucU- 


ist 


nations,  or  difference  of  employment, 
moved  ill  various  dii-eftions  through  the 
other  parts  of  the  year ;  and  when  they 
have  met,  and  find  it  their  mutual  in- 
tcreft  tp  remain  together,  they  endeac 
each  other  by  mutual  compliances,  ana 
often  wiih  for  the  continuance  of  the 
focial  feafon,  with  all  it's  bieakncfs  and 
all  it's  feverities. 

To  the  naen  of  fbidy  and  imagination 
the  winter  is  generally  the  chief  time 
of  bbotir.  Gloom  and  filence  produce 
compofwe  of  mind,  and  concentration 
of  ideas;  and  the  privation  of  external 
pleafure  naturally  caui'es  an  effort  te  find 
entertainment  wjthin.  This  is  the  time 
in  which  thofc  whom,  literature  enables 
to  find  amufements  for  themlelves,  have 
more  than  common  convi£lions  of  th^ 
own  happinefs.  When  they  aie  cok- 
demned  by  the  elements  to  retirement^ 
and  debarred  from  moil  of  the  diverfions 
which  are  called  in  to  afiift  the  flight  of 
time,  they  can  find  new  fobjtpfts  of  en- 
quiry, and  preferve  themfclves  froni  that 
weaiinefs  which  han^s  alwa^^s  flagging 
upon  the  vacant  mind. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  expelled  of  all  to^ 
be  poets  and  philofophers  5  it  is  neceffary 
that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  fhould 
be  employed  in  the  minute  bufinels  of 
Common  life ;  minute,  indeed,  not  If  we 
confider  it's  influence  upon  our  happi- 
nefs, but  if  we  refpe^l  the  abilities  re- 
auifite  to  conduct  it.  Th^ic  nniift  rieccf- 
wrily  hfi  more  dependent  on  accident  for 
the  means  of  fpcnding  agreeably  thofc 
hours  which  their  occupations  leave  un^ 
eng^ged,  or  nature  obliges  them  to  aU 
low  to  relaxation.  Yet  even  on  tbefe 
I  would  willingly  imprefs  fuch  a  fcnfc  of 
the  value  of  time,  as  may  incline  them 
fo  find  out  for  their  carelefs  hours  amufe- 
ments  of  more  nf^  and  dignity  than  tlie 
conunon  ganaes  which  net  only  weary 
the  mind  without  improving  it,  but 
fb-engtl)^  th<s  pafljions  of  envy  and 
avarice,  ai)d  often  hmk  to  fraud  and  to 
profufion,  to  corruption  and  tp  ruin.  It 
IS  unworthy  of  a  rcafbnable  being  tp 
fpend  any  of  tbe  little  time  allotted  us» 
without  feme  tendency,  either  dire£l  or 
oblique,  to  the  end  of  our  ^xiflence. 
And  though  cFery  mom^t  cannot  be 
laid  out  on  the  fonpal  and  regular  im- 
provement of  our  knowledge,  or  in  the 
ftated  pra^lice  of  a  moral  or  religiouf 
dutv,  yet  none  fhould  be  fo  fpent  as  to 
cxcl^ij^  >VfA}9P^  Of  virtue,  or  pafs  with- 

out 
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out  pofTibility  of  qualifying  us  more  or 
Icfs  for  the  better  employment  of  thole 
which  are  to  come. 

it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  pafs  an  hour 
in  honeft  converfation,  without  being 
^ble,  when  we  ri(c  fix>hi  it,  to  pleale  our- 
fcWcs  with  haying  glren  or  receired  fome 
adrantagcs ;  but  a  manmayihufHe  cards* 
«r  rattle  dice,  from  noon  to  midnight, 
without  tracing  any  new  idea  tn  his 
^iad,  or  being  able  to  recoiled  the  day 


by  any  other  token  than  his  gain  or  lo(f » 
and  a  tonfufcd  remembrance  of  agitated 
paflions,  and  chmorous  altercations. 

However,  as  experience  is  of  more 
weight  than  precept,  any  of  my  readers, 
who  are  contriving  how  to  Ipend  the 
dreary  months  before  them,  may  confi- 
der  which  of  their  pad  amufements  fills 
them  now  with  the  greateft  fatisfaftion, 
and  reiblve  to  repeat  thofe  gratifications 
of  which  the  pleafure  is  molt  dm-able. 


N*  l/XXXI.  TUESDAY,  DECEMBE'R  25,  1750. 
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AMONG  queftions which hayiB been 
difcufled  without  any  appraach  to 
Aecifion,  may  be  numbered  the  prece- 
^icy  or  fuperiqr  e:;ccellence  of  one  vifr 
tue  to  another,  which  ha$  lonsr  fumifhed 
a  Cuh}^  of  difpute  to  men  wUofe  Icifure 
Tent  them  out^utolhe^nteUedui^J  woHd 
hi  (earch  df  employnicnt,  and  who  have, 
perhaps,  been  ibmetimes  witl^held  fr»m 
Ihe  pra^ice  of  their  favourite  duty,  by 
2cal  for  it^s  ad\'ancement,  ajid  diligence 
in  it's  celebratioa. 

The  intricacy  of  this  difpute  may  be 
alledged  as  a  proof  of  that  tenc^ernefs  for 
mankind  which  Proridencc  has,  I  think^ 
univerfally  difplaycd,  by  making  at- 
tainments ealy  in  proportion  as  they 
are  neceflary.  That  all  the  duties  of 
morality  ^ught  to  be  pra^Ufal,  is  with- 
out difficulty  dircovei-ablc,  bccaui'e  igno- 
rance or  uncertainty  would  immediately 
involve  the  worid  in  confufion  and  dil- 
trcfs ;  but  \v\iich  duty  ought  to  be  molt 
ertet:m«tl,  we  nuy  continue  to  debate, 
v-ithout  inconvtnicnce,  foalj  be  dill- 
cently  perfornied  as  there  is  opporru* 
uUv  or  need ;  for  upon  practice,  not  up- 
on opinion,  depends  the  happincfs  of 
mankin.l  j  and  controverOcs,  merely  fpc- 
cuiauvtf,  arc  of  fmall  im^>ortance  in 
thvinftivcs,  hovi-ever  they  may  have 
ioiactimcs  heated  a  difputant,  or  pro- 
voiced  a  fa  A  ion. 

Qi  the  divine  author  of  our  religion 
it  is  im;)ofljblc  to  j>ent(e  the  evangelical 
hiftories,  without  oblervinq;  how  little 
h.*  tavoured  the  viinity  of  inquilitivc- 
nefs  f  how  much  more  rarely  he  con  le- 
fcendc4  to  fatisfy  curiofity,  than  to  re- 
lieve 4iltx-cfs  y  and  how  much  he  ucilred 


that  his  followers  fhould  rather  excel  in 
goodnefs  than  in  knowledge.  His  pre- 
cepts tend  immediately  to  the  rectifica- 
tion of  the  moi-al  principles,  and  the  di- 
re^ion  of  daily  conduct,  without  oilen- 
tation,  without  art,  at  once  irrefragable 
^nd  pbin,  fuch'  as  well-meaning  fun- 
plicly  may  readily  conceive,  and  oi 
vvhicn  we  cannot  miftake  the  meaning, 
but  when  we  are  afraid  to  find  it. 

The  meaivre  of  jufUce  prefcribed  to 
us,  in  our  tranlaftions  with  others,  i« 
rcnaarkably  clear  and  comprehendve : 
ITbat/oever  je  <w$uJd  that  men  JhouLt 
dp  unto  yout  e'venjo  do  umto  them.  A 
law  by  which  every  claim  of  right  may 
be  imme4iate)y  adjuftcd,  as  far  as  tlie 
private  confci^nce  requires  to  be  inform- 
ed ;  a  law  of  whiph  eyery  n^an  may  fi^ 
tl^e  expofltion  i;i  \i\%  ovirn  brcall,  and 
which  may  always  be  ohferved  without 
any  other  qualifications  than  honefty 
pf  intcntjon  and  purity  of  will. 

Over  this  law,  indceil,  fopic  fons  of 
fophilb7  have  been  iiibtle  enoujgh  to 
throw  mifts,  which  have  jlarkencclthcir 
own  eyes.  To  pprp^*^  f^**  univerf4 
principle,  tl>cy  have  enquired  whether  * 
man,  confcious  to  himfejf  of  um*ealbu- 
able  %yifhe^,  be  boutid  tg  gratify  them 
in  another.  J^yjX  furely  there  needed  no 
long  deliberation  to  conclude,  that  th^ 
delircs,  which  aj^e  to  be  confidereii  by  us 
as  the  meqfure  of  rjght,  n^ft  be  fuch  a^ 
we  approve,  antl  that  we  ought  to  juy 
no  regard  to  thole  expectations  in  others 
which  we  condemn  in  ourfelves,  and 
which,  howcvei-  they  ^nay  intrude  upon 
our  imagination,  we  know  it  our  du^ty 
to  rclilt  ami  fupprcl's. 
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One  ^the  mofl  celcb^ted  cafes  which 
have  been  produced  as  requiring  fome 
ikill  in  the  dii'e6lion  of  confcience  ta 
adapt  them  to  this  great  rule,  is  that  of 
a  criminal  aiking  mercy  of  his  judge, 
who  cannot  but  know,  that  if  he  was 
in-the  (hue  of  the  fiippliant,  he  (hould 
deiire  that  pardon  which  he  now  denies. 
The  difficulty  of  this  P>phifm  wiU  va- 
nilh,  if  we  remember  that  the  parties 
are,  in  reality,  on  one  fule  the  criminal, 
and  on  the  other  the  community,  of 
which  the  magiftrate  is  only  the  mini- 
fter,  arid  by  which  he  is  intrufted  with 
the  publick  (afety.  The  raagifti-iite, 
therefore,  in  pardining  a  man  unwor- 
thy of  pardon,  betray*  the  tritft  with 
which  he  is  invelted,  gives  away  what 
is  not  his  own,  and,  apparently,  does 
to  otheH  what  he  would  not  that  others 
fliould  do  to  hlin.  Even  the  com- 
munity, whofe  right  is  ftiW  greater  to 
arbitrary  grants  of  mercy,  is  bound  by 
thofe  laws  which  regard  the  great  rc- 
pubJick  of  mankinil,  ancf  camiot  jnll 
tit'y  fuch  forbeaiance  as  may  promote 
wickednefs,  and  ItlTen  the  genera?  cqn- 
fidence  and  fecmnty  in  which  ail  hare  an 
equal  intcreft,  and  which  all  are  there- 
fore bound  to  maintain.  For  this  rea- 
ibn  the  Hate  has  not  a  right  to  cvtSk  a 
general  fanftuary  for  fiigitives,  or  give 
proteftion  to  fuch  as  have  forfeited  their 
tves  by  crimes  againft  the  laws  of  com- 
mon morality,  equally  acknowledged 
by  all  nations,  becauie  no  people  can, 
without  infraction  of  theinuverf;tl  leagiie 
of  focial  beinffs,  incite,  by  prolpc6t»  of 
impunity  ana  fafefy,  thoie  pra<5lices  in 
another  doinin'cm  which  tney  would 
themfelves  punifh  in  their  own. 

One  occuflon  of  uncertainty  and  heii- 
tation,  in  thofe  by  whom  this  gi  eat  rule 
has  been  commented  and  dilatetl,  is  the 
confufion  of  what  the  exafler  cafuifls 
are  careful  todiilinguifb;  JehtsofjuJHce, 
and  debts  of  charity*  The  hnmediate 
and  prunaiy  intention  of  this  precept  is, 
to  eftal)lifh  a  rule  of  jufticc ;  and  I  know, 
not  whether  invention  or  Ibphiltry  can 
ftart  a  fingic  difficulty  to  retard  it's  ap- 
plication,  when  it  is  thus  cxpreflTed  and 
explained— /.<?/  f*very  tnan  alkiv  the 
claim  6f  right  m  anotberytvhich be JhoM 
tbimk  htjnjelf  intitliJ  to  make  in  the  ftke 
drcuffiftances.  / 

Thedifchargeof  the  debts  of  charity  y  or 
duties  which  wc  owe  to  others,  not  mere- 
ly as  required  by  juftice,  but  ai  dlilated 


by  benevolence,  admits  in  it^s  own  na- 
ture greater  complication  of  circum^aO'^ 
ces,  and  greater  latitude  of  choice.  Jvftics 
is  indifpenfably  and  univerfallyneceflary, 
and  what  is  neceiTaiy  muft  always  be  li- 
mited, unitbnu,  and  diftin^.  Bi&he- 
neficence>  though  in-  general  equally  oi- 
joined  by  our  religion,  and  equally  need- 
ful to  tlie  conciliation  of  the  Divine  fa-, 
vouf,  is  yet,  for  the  moft  part,  with  regard 
to  it*s  fingle  afts,  eleftivc  and  voluntary* 
We  may,  certainly,  without  ii^uiy  to 
our  fellow  beingt»  alkwi^  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  kindnefs-  fomething  to  our  nf- 
te^lions,  ami  change  the  meafureof  our 
Jiberality  actonling  to  our  opinions  and 
profpefts,  our  hopes  and  fears.  This 
rule,  therefore,  is  not  equally  determi- 
nate and  ablbhite  with  refpeo:  to  oiSce« 
of  kindneis  and  afts  of  lif>eraBty,  be- 
cauie liberality  and  kindnefs,  abfotutely 
determined,  would  lolc  their  nature  j  for 
how  couf  J  we  be  caWtd  tender,  or  cha- 
ritabftf,  for  giving  that  which  we  arc 
pofitively  forbidden  to  withhold? 

Yet  even  in  adjuffing  the  extent  of 
our  beneficence,  no  otha'meafure  can  be 
taken  than  this  precept  aftbrds  us,  for 
we  can  only  know  what  others  fuffer  or 
want,  by  confidtring  how  we  /hotild  be 
affected  in  the  feme  ftate;  nor  can  we 
proportion  our  affiltance  by  any  other 
rule  than  that  of  doing  what  wr  fhould 
then  expe^l  from  others.  It  indeed  ge- 
nerally happens  that  the  giver  and  re- 
ceiver differ  in  their  opinions  of  genero- 
/ityj  the  Cune  partiahty  to  his  own  in- 
tereft  inclines  one  to  large  expe6lations, 
and  the  other  to  fuaring  diftributions. 
Perhaps  the  infirmity  of  human  nature 
will  fcarcely  luftrr  a  man  groaning  un- 
der the  preflfure  of  difti-elV,.  to  ?udgc 
rightly  of  tlic  kindnefs  of  his  friends, 
or  think  they  have  done  enough  till  his 
deliverance  is  completed ;  not  therefore 
what  we  might  wirfi,  but  \^diat  we  could 
demand  from  otbei-s  we  arc  obliged  to 
grant,  iincc,  though  wc  can  eafily  know 
now  much  we  might  claim,  it  is  impof- 
flble  to  determine  what  we  fhonld  hope. 

But  in  all  enquiries  concerning  the 
pra6^ice  of  volnntarv  and  occaiional 
virtues,  it  is  fafeft  for  minds  not  op- 
preiTcd  with  fujyerif  itious  fears  to  deter- 
mine againft  their  own  inclinations,  and 
fecure  th«mfelves  from  deficiency  by  do- 
ing more  than  they  believe  ftri(SUy  ne- 
ceflary.  For  of  this  every  man  may  be  , 
certain,  that,  if  he  were  to  cxchanre ' 
'   '  conditiort 
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conditions  with  hU  depehdent,  he  fliould 
txwB.  more  than,  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
ertion of  his  ardour,  he  now  will  prc- 
iraii  upon  himfdf  to  perform  i  and  when 
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rtafon  has  no  fettled  mle,  aijd  our  pad 
fiona  are  itriving  to  miflead  us,  it  is 
fureK-  the  part  of  a  wife  man  to  err  OH 
Ac  ndt  of  fafetj. 


3N?  I^XXXII.   SATyRD AY,  DECEMBER  19,  1750; 


pUtitfi  CA<TOa  EMIT,    SIC  riET  UT  OMNIA  VXNDAT. 
'SfUQ  BOYl  WITHOUT  DISCtETlON,,  BUYS  TO  S£tL« 


Makt* 


TO  THB   RAMBLER* 
«X1, 

IT  will  not  he  necclTai-y  tp  Iblicit  jrour 
|rood-wili  by  any  formal  preiace, 
whep  I  have  informed  you,  that  I  have 
iong  been  known  as  tb£  mod  laborious 
and  zealous  vii  tuoUi  that  the  prefent  age 
iias  had  the  honour  of  produc'mg,  and 
that  incofiveniencies  have  been  brought 
upon  me  by  an  unextinguiihable  ardour 
pr  curiofitYs  and. an  unOialurn  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  acquifition  of  the  produc- 
tions of  art  and  nature* 

It  was  obierved  from  ray  entrance  in- 
to the  world,  that  I  had  Something  un- 
common in  my  difpo/itioD,  and  that  there 
appeared  in  me  very  early  tokens  of  fu- 
perior,^nuis«  I  was  alwa3r8  an  enemy 
to  trifles  i  the  playthings  which  my  mo- 
ther beftowed  upon  me  I  immecUately 
broke,  that  I  might  difcover  the  method 
of  their  ilfu^hire,  and  the  caufes  of  their 
motions :  of  all  the  toys  with  which  chil- 
dren are  delighted,  1  valve^  onlv  my  co- 
ral y  and  as  loon  as  I  could  fpeak,  aiked, 
likePierelc,  ini>unKrablequeftions  which 
the  maids  about  me  could  not  refolve. 
As  I  grew  older  I  was  more  thoughtfiil 
andierious}  andinfteadofanwfir^my- 
felf  with  puerile  divcrlions,  made  collec- 
tions of  natural  rarities,  and  never  walk- 
ed into  the  fields  without  bringing  home 
ftones  of  ramarkable  forms,  or  infc^ls 
of  foine  uncommon  Ijpecies.  I  never 
entered  an  old  houfe,  from  whicli  I  did 
pot  take  ^wav  the  painted  glafs,  and 
often  lamenteci  that  I  was  not  one  of 
tliat  happy  generation  who  demoliihed 
the  convents  and  nionoHerics,  and  broke 
windows  by  law. 

Being  thus  early  pofleiTed  by  a  tafte 
fpr  lolid  knowJedffe,  1  paflcd  my  youth 
with  very  little  dimurbance  from  paifions 
and  appetites i  and  having  no  isl^rafure  in 
the  company  of  boys  and  girls,  who 
talked  of  plays,  politicks,  ^flnons,  or 
love,  I  carried  on  my  enouiries  with  in- 
ceilluit  diligence,  and  had  amafled  moit 


ftone?,  .moflfes,  and  iheUs^  than  ire  to 
be  found  in  many  celebrated  coUe6lions, 
at  an  age  in  which  the  grcateft  part  of 
yoimg  men  are  ihtdying  under  tutors* 
or  endeavouring  to  recommend  them- 
felves  to  notice  by  tlieir  drefs,  their  air| 
and  their  levities. 

/When  I  was  two  and  twenty  years 
o|d,  I  became,  by  the  death  of  mv  fa- 
ther, poifeiTed  of  a  finall  eftate  in  land, 
with  a  very  large  fum  of  money  in  the 
publick  funds  $  and  muft  confefs  that  I 
did  not  much  lament  him,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  mean  parts,  bent  rather  upog 
gjrowing  rich  than  wife.  He  once  fret- 
ted at  the  expence  of  only  ten  ihillingSi 
which  he  happened  to  overhear  me  offer- 
ing for  the  ftine  of  a  hornet,  though  it 
was  a  cold  moiii  fummer,  in  which  veiy 
few  hornets  had  been  feen.  He  often 
recommended  to  me  the  ftudy  of  phy- 
fick ;  *  In  which,'  faid  he,  *  you  may 

•  at  once  fatisfy  your  curiofity  after  na- 

•  tural  hifloiy,  and  increafe  your  for- 
^  tune  by  benefiting  mankind.'  I  heard 
him,  Mr*  Rambler,  with  pity'^  and  as 
there  was  no  profpeft  of  elevating  » 
mind  formed  to  grovel,  fuffered  him  to 
|>leafe  himfelf  with  hoping  that  I  ihould 
ibme  time  follow  his  advicp.  For  you 
know  that  there  aro  men  with  whom, 
when  they  have  once  fettled  a  notion 
in  their  Heads,  it  is  to  very  little  pur<« 
pofe  to  difpute. 

Being  now  left  wholly  to  my  own  in- 
clinations, I  very  foon  cnlaigcd  the 
bounds  of  my  curiofity,  and  contented 
myfelf  no  longer  with  fuch  rarities  as 
required  only  judgment  and  induftry, 
and  when  once  found,  might  be  had  lor 
pothing.  I  now  turned  my  thoughts  to 
fxotich  and  cniiques\  and  became  fo 
well  known  foi-  my  generous  patronage 
of  ingenious  men,  that  my  levee  was 
crowded  with  vifitants,  fome  to  fee  my 
mufetim,  and  others  to  encrcafe  it's 
treafui'es,  by  felling  mc  whatever  they 
bad  brought  from  other  countries. 

I  \ad  suways  a  contempt  for  that  nar- 
rowneii 
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2m^¥ntk  of  coneeptkmy  which  contents 
itfelf  with  cultivating  6mik  fiogle  corner 
«f  the  field  of  fcience;  I  took  the  whole, 
region  into  my  view,  and  wifhed  it  of 
yet  greater  extents  But  no  inan*s  power 
can^  equal  to  his  wiU*  I  was  (breed 
to  proceed  bv  (low  deg|vees,  and  to  par- 
chafe  what  chance  or  ktndntft  happened 
to  prclen^.  I  did  not  however  proceed 
witnout  fome  deiign,  or  imitate  the  iB- 
tiifcretion  of  thote  who  begin  a  thoa- 
£indcoUe6lions,  and  fini(h  none.  Hav- 
ing been  always  a  kwer  of  geography,  I 
determined  to  cotic^  the  maps  drawn  in 
^the  rude  and  barbarous  times,  before  any 
.regular  fiirreys,  or  juft  oblenrations) 
a£t  have»  ata  great  ex^eike^  brought 
together  a  voluKne»  ifi  which,  pterhaps, 
not  a  (iogle  counti7  is  laid  downaccdr- 
^diBg  to  it^s  true  fituaticMi,  and  by  which, 
he  thatclefires  to  know  the  errors  of  the 
ancient  geograpliers  may  be  amply  in- 
JEi>nned. 

But  my  ruling  paflion  is  patriotifm  i 
my  chief  care  hu  bcea  to  ptx)c\ire  the 
products  of  our  oym  country ;  and  as 
AIM  received  the>tribute  of  the  Welch 
1/n  wolves  heads,  I  allowed  mr  tenants 
to  pay  their  rents  in  buttermes,  till  I 
had  exhaufted  the  papUiona(;eous  tribe, 
I  then  direded  them  to  the  purTuit  of 
other  arbnak^  and  obt«ine<^  by  this 
eafy  jiiethod>  moft  of  the  gnibs  and  in- 
.  fe^&  which  land,  air,  or  wnter,  can  fiip- 
^ly.  I  have  three  Qiecies  of  earthworms 
not  known  to  the  naturalifts,  have  dif- 
covered  a  i>ew  ephemcrat  and  ean  ftiew 
ibur  wa^  that  were  taken  tdrpid  in 
tlieir  winter  quarters.  I  have,  from  my 
own  grouodt  the  iongeft  blade  of  grais 
9ifon  necord;  and  once  accepted,  as  a 
tm{  yearns  rent  far  a  fieid  of  wheat,  an 
es^  containing  mofie  grains  thim  had 
been  feen  before  upon  a  iingle  ftem. 

One  of  my  tenants  lb  much  negle6lcd 
his  own  intereft,  as  to  fupply  me,  in  a 
whol^  fummer,  with  only  two  horfe- 
^tes,  and  thofe  of  little  more  than  the 
comiBoa  iiTC  i  and  I  was  uDon  the  brink 
of  fcizing  for  arrears,  wh^nfi  his  good 
.fortune  tia'ew  a  white  mole  in  his  way, 
for  which  he  was  not  only  forgiven  biit 
rewarded* 

Thcfe,  howpvevj  were  petty  acquifi- 
tions,  ami  made  at  a  fmatf  expence  j  noc 
^ould  I  have  ventured  to  r^nk  mylHf 
^tmong  the  vhtuoTi  without  better  claims . 
1  have  fuffeixxl  nothing  worthy  the  re- 
gard of  a  wife  man  tp  efcape  my  notice  ^ 
I  l|a«r^  rax^iacked  thr  pld  aiCKf  the  i)«^w 
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workl;  and  been  cquaHy  attentive  topaft 
ages  and  the  prelent.  For  the  illuitra- 
tiott  of  aactent  hiftory,  I  can  (hew  a 
marbk^  of  which  the  mfcription,  though 
it  is  not  now  legible,  appears,  from  fomc 
broken  remains  of  the  letters,  to  have 
beenTufoan,  and  therefore  probably  en- 

fived  before  the  ibondation  of  Rome, 
have  two  pieces  of  poq^yr)  found 
among  the  ruins  of  Ephelus,  and  tliree 
letters  broken  off  by  a  learned  traveller 
from  the  mommients  of  Perfepolis ; '  a 
piece  of  ftoiie  Which  paved  the  Areopa- 
gus of  AdKfts ;  ana  a  plate,  without 
figures  or  chara^kers,  which  was  found 
at  Corinth,  aadwhich  I  therefore  believe 
to  be  that  metai  which  was  once  valued 
before  goid*  I  have  land  gathered  out 
of  the  Granicus  {  a  fragment  of  Tra- 
jan^s  bridge  over  the  Danube  $  ibme  of 
the  mortar  which  cemented  the  water- 
courie  of  Tarquin ;  a  horfefhoe  broken 
on  the  Ffauninian'  way  ^  and  a  turf  with 
five  dailies  dug  from  the  field  of  Phar- 
£dia, 

I  do  Aot  wi(h  to  raife  the  envy  of  un- 
focceftful  colle6h>rs,  by  too  pompous  a 
^ifplay  of  my  Icientifick  wealth ;  but 
cannot  forbear  to  obferve,  tliat  there  are 
few  regions  of  the  {^obe  wliich  are  not 
honoured  with  fome  memorial  in  my  cvl- 
binets.  The  Perfoai  tnonarchs  arc  fatd 
to  haVe  boafted  the  great^iefs  of  their 
empire,  by  being  ferved  at  their  tables 
widi  drink  fixmi  the  Ganges  and  the  Da- 
nube r  I  can  fliew  one  vial,  of  which  th^ 
water  was  formerly  an  icicle  on  the  Crags 
of  Caucaius,  and  another  that  con- 
tains what  once  was  fiiow  on  the  top  of 
Atlas ;  in  a  third  is  dew  brufhed  from  a 
banana  in  the  ^arden&of  Ifpahan;  and; 
in  another,  brine  that  has  rolled  in  the 
Pacifick  Ocean.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
am  writing  to  a  man  who  will  rejoice  at 
the  honour  which  my  labours  have  pro- 
cui"ed  to  my  country ;  and  therefore  I 
(hail  tell  you  that  Britam  can,  by  my 
care,  boaft  of  a  fnail  that  hw  crawled 
upon  the  %all  of  China ;  a  humming.- 
bund  which  an  American  princefs  wore 
in  her  ear;  the  tooth  of  an  elephant  who 
carried  the  Queen  of  Siam ;  th6  fkin  of 
an  ape  that  was  kept  in  the  palace  of  the 
'  Great  Mogidp  a  ribbon  that  adorned 
one  of  the  maiila  of  a  Turkifh  fultana  j 
and  a  fcymitaj-  once  wielded  by  a  foldier 
of  Abas  the  Great. 

In  colle^ling  antiquities  of  every  coun- 
try, I  have  been  careful  to  chufc  orjy  by 
jijtrinfick  worth,  and  real  ufefulnels, 
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without  Tttftird  to  partvor  opinions*  I 
have  therefore  a  lock  ot  Cromwell' t  hair 
in  a  box  turned  from  a  piece  of  the 
royal  oak}  andkeep,intheiamedrawersy 
land  fcraped  frora  the  Baffin  of  King 
Rtchaidy  and  a  commiifion  iijped  by 
Henry  the  Seventh.  I  have  equal  vene- 
ration for  the  ruff  of  Elizabeth,  and  the 
/hoe  cfi'  Mary  of  Scotland ;  and  fhould 
Jofe,  with  like  regret,  a  tobacco-pipe  of 
Raleigh,  and  a  itirrup  of  King  Jamct. 
I  have  paiH  the  fame  price  for  a  giare 
of  Lewis^  and  a  thimble  of  Queen  Ma- 
ry j  for  .a  fur  cap  of  tlie  Czar,  and  a  boot 
cT  Charles  of  Sweden.  .... 
.  Youwill  eafily  imagine  that  diele  ac- 
cumulations were  not  made .  without 
^xne  diminution  of  ihy  fortune ;  for  I 
was  fo  well  known  to  fpare  n^coil',  that 
at  every  fale  fome  bid  ag^nft-^'mbtfiir 
hire,  fome  for  fport,.  and  fome^for  ma- 
iide ;  and  if  I  afked  the  price'df  any  thong, 
it  was.iuiRcient  to  double  th^'€emand, 
F(tt'  ciuiolity,  ti-a&ckxng  thus  widi  avit- 


rice,  the  wealth  of  India  had  not  bacn 
enough ;  andl,  by  little  and  little,  dimf- 
fei*red  all  tny  money  from  the  Rmds  to 
•my  dofet :  here  I  was  inclined  to  flop, 
and  live  upon  mv  eftate  in  litewry  lei- 
fure^  but  the  fale  oi'  the  Harleian  col- 
ledlion  fhook  wy  refolution  5  I  mortgag- 
ed my  land,  and  purchafed  thirty  me* 
dais,  which  I  could  never  find  before* 
I  have  at  length  bought  till  I  ean  buy 
no  longer,  aiS  the  cruelty  of  my  credi- 
tors has  feized  my  repoHtory;  I  am  there- 
fore condemned  todifperfe  what  the  la. 
hoar  of  an  ago  will  not  re-aRemble.  I 
fuhmit  to  that  which  cannot  be  oppofed« 
,  and  ihaity  in  a^fhort  timej  dedkie  k dde, 
I,  have^  Nidiile  it  is  yet  in^^tiy  poivpefy  kat 
you  a  pebble^  picked  up  by  Tavetnier 
on  thtfibasks  <»  the  Ganges;,  for  which. 
I  defire-  no  other  recompence  than  that 
*you  will  recommend  my  catalogue  to  the 
piiblick* 

QuisqyiLivi, 
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Atli    USILIIS    8CIENCI    isi  AW    IMFTt    BOAST. 


TH  E  pubUcatiofl  of  the  letter  in  my 
laft-  paper  has  naturally  led  me  to 
the  coniideration  of  that  thirn  after  cu- 
rjofiticji,  which  often  draws  contempt 
and  ridiculc  upon  itlelf,  but  which  is 
perhaps  no  othenvife  biameabler  than  as 
It  wants  thofe  circumftantial  recommen- 
dations which  add  luftre  even  to  moral 
excellencies,' and  are  abfolutely  nceefeiy 
(o  the  grace  and  beauty  of  inditiferem 
a^lions. 

Lcaminsj  confers  fo  much  fuperiority 
on  thofe  who  jiorfels  it,  that  they  might 
probably  have  cicapcd  all  cenfure,  hid 
they  bccli  able  to  agree  among  them* 
Ifrlves  j  but  as  envy  and  competition  have 
c'ividcd  the  rcpublick  of  letters  into  fac- 
t  ions,  thiy  have  neglcfted  the  common 
intereft  j  each  has  called  in  foreign  aid, 
and  t-ndeavoured  to  Itrcngthen  his  own 
caiii<  by  the  frown  of  power,-  the  hifs  of 
ignorance,  snd  the  clamour  of  popula- 
rity, They  have  all  engaged  ih  feuds, 
till  by  mutual  holtiUties  tl^y  demolifh- 
cd  thpil-  o\u  works  which  veneration  had 
r^ilVil  for  thtrir  fecurity,  and  eicpofed 
ihemldves  to  hajbaj  ians,  by  whom  every 

j-egion  ot  fcieiice  is  equally  l^id  wafte» 


Between  men  of  dfffhrnt  ihidies  and 
protons,  may  be  obfoved  a  conftant 
recijprocatiofi  or  reproaches.  The  col- 
.  leftor  of  ihells  and  Aones  derides  the 
foHy  of  him  who  paftes  lepes  and  flow- 
ers upon  paper,  pleafes  hlnofclf  with  co- 
fours  that  are  perceptibly  fading,  and 
amaifer  with  tare'  what'  cannot  be  pre- 
lerved.  The  huifter  of  infeas  ftands 
amazed  that  any  man  can  walle  hisfhort 
time  upon  lifekfs  matter,  while  many 
tribes  oraifimals  yet  Want  theu-  hiftory. 
Every  one  is  incltned  not  only  to  pro- 
mote his  own  ftudy,  but  to  exclude  all 
others  from  regard;  and  having  heated 
his  imagmation  with  fome  favourite  pur-t 
fiiit,  wonders  that  the  reft  of  mankind 
are  not  feited  with  the  fame  paffion. 

There  are,  ind«*ed,  many  fubje^s  of 
ftudy  which  feem  but  remotely  allied  to 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  of  little  import- 
ance to  happinefs  or  virtue ;  nor  is  it  eafy 
to  forbear  lome  fallies  of  merriment,  or 
.expreiRioDs  of  pity,  when  we  fee  a  mai^ 
wrinkled  with  attention,  and  emaciated 
with  folicitude,  in  the  inveftigatiOn  of 
queftions,  of  which,  without  vifible  in- 
conyeniencei  the  world  may  expire  in 
jgnonwe* 
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igBorance.  Vet  it  is  dangerous  to  dif- 
cOQra^  wdl«intended  laboursy  or  uino- 
cent  curiofity :  for  he  who  is  employed 
in  fe^irchesi  which  by  any  dedii^ion  of 
confequenccs  tend  to  the  benefit  of  life, 
is  iurely  laudable,  in  comparifon  of  tbofe 
who  fpend  their  time  in  counterafting 
happinefs,  and  filling  the  world  with 
wrong  and  danger,  confufion  and  re- 
morfe.  No  man  can  pcrfonp  (b  little 
as .  not  to  have  realbn  to  congratulate 
himlelf  on  his  merits,  when  he  beholds 
the  multitudes  that  live  in  total  idlenefs, 
and  have  never  yet  endeavoured  to  be 
ufeful. 

It  is  impoiflible  to  determine  the  limits 
of  enquiry,  or  to  forefee  what  confe- 
quences  a  new  difcovery  may  produce. 
He  who  fuifers  not  his  faculties  to  lie 
torpid,  has  a  chance,  whatever  be  his 
employment,  of  doing  good  to  his  fel- 
low-creatnrei.  The  man  that  firft  rang- 
cd  the  woods  in  fearch  of  medicinal 
^rings,  or  climbed  the  mountains  for 
iaktary  plants,  has  undoubtedly  merit- 
ed  the  gratitude  of  poflerity,  bow  much 
foever  his  frequent  mlfcarriages  mifht 
excite  the  (com  of  his  cotemporanes. 
If  what  appears  little  be  univerfaUy  de- 
fpifed,  nothing  greater  can  be  attained, 
for  all  that  is  gttat'was  at  firll  little,  and 
roA;  to  it*s  pment  bulk  by  ^dual  ac- 
ceiHons,  and  accumulated  laJbours. 

Tbofe  who  lay  out  time  or  nx>ney  in 
afienibling  matter  for  contemplation,  ^x 
doubtlefs  entitled  to  fome  degree  of  re- 
fpe£l,  though  in  a  flight  of  gaiety  it  be 
•afy  to  ridicule  their  tueafure,  orin  a  fit 
o]f  (iillennefs  to  defpife  it.  A  man  who 
thinks  only  on  the  particulai*  obje^V  be- 
fore him,  goes  not  away  much  illumi* 
tiated  by  having  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
haadling  the  tooth  of  a  fhark,  or  the 
paw  of  a  white  bear ;  yet  there  is  nothing 
more  worthy  of  admiration  to  a  philofb- 
phical  eye,  than  the  fbii£lure  of  animals^ 
Dy  which  they  are  qualified  to  fupport 
life  in  the  elements  or  climates  to  vmich 
they  are  appropriated;  and  of  all  natural 
bodies  it  muft  be  generally  cpnfcfled, 
that  they  exhibit  evidences  of  infinite 
Wiidom,  bear  their  teftimony  to  the  fu- 
^eme  reafon,  and  excite  in  the  mind  new 
raptures  of  gratitude,  and  new  incentives 
to  piety. 

To  eolle^l  the  produfVIons  of  art, 
and  examples  of  mechanical  fcience  or 
manual  ability,  is  unqueftionably  ufeful, 
even  when  tlie  things  th^frlves  are  of 
imall  importance,  Uc^iuif  it  is  always 


advantageous  to  know  how  ^i*  the  hu- 
man pQcwers  have  proceeded,  and  how 
much  experience  has  found  to  be  wit'iin 
the  reach  of  diligence.  Idlenefs  and 
timidity  ofcendefpair  without  being  over- 
come, and  forbttu*  attempts  for  Tear  of 
being  defeated)  and  ^  may  promote 
the  invigoration  of  faint  eodtavours, 
by  fbewinff  virhat  has  been  already  per^ 
formed.  It  may  fometimes  ha|>pen  that 
the  grcjiteft  efforts  of  ingenuity  have 
been  exerted  in  trifles  ^  yet  the  fame  prin- 
ciples and  expedients  may  be  applied  to 
more  valuable  pUrpofes,  and  the  move- 
ments>  which  put  into  a6lion  michlnv* 
of  no  ufe  but  to  raile  the  wonder  of  ig- 
norance, may  be  employed  to  drtin  fens, 
or  manufacture  metals,  to  afEft  the  ar- 
chitedV,  or  pre&rve  the  failor* 

For  the  ut^iils,  arms,  or  drfefles  of 
foreign  nations,  which  make  the  great- 
eft  part  of  many  coUe^ions,  I  have  lit- 
tle r^ttl  when  they  are  valued  only  be- 
caufe  they  are  foreign^  and  can  fuegeft 
no  improvement  of  our  own  practice* 
Yet  they  are  not  all  equally  ufclefs  j  nor 
can  it  be  always  fafely  determined) which 
fhould  be  rejefted  or  retained.*  for  they 
may  fometimes  unexpectedly  Contribute 
to  the  illuftration  of  hiftoiyj  and  to  tiie 
knowledge  of  the  natural  commodities  of 
the  country,  or  of  the  genius  and  cuf* 
toms  of  it*s  inhabitants. 

Rarities  there  are  of  yet  a  lower  rank, 
which  owe  their  worth  merely  to  acci- 
dent, and  which  can  conVey  no  infor- 
mation, nor  fatisfy  any  rational  deflre. 
Such  are  many  fragments  of  antiquity^ 
as  urns  and  pieces  of  p:ivemcnti  and 
things  held  in  veneration  vwily  foi*  hav- 
ing been  once  the  prc^^ty  of  fome  emi- 
nent perfbn,  as*  the  armour  of  King 
Henry  J  of,  for  having^  been  ufcd  on 
fbme  remarkable  occasion,  as  the  1  in- 
tern of  Guy  Faux.  l*he  lofs  or  pra- 
fervation  of^  thefe  feems  to  be  a  thing 
indifferent ;  nor  can  I  peCceive  why  thci 
pofleflion  of  them  fhould  be  covet ci. 
Vet,  perhaps,  even  this  curiofity  is  im- 
pUnted  by  nature:  and  when  I  find 
Tally  confefTing  of  himfelf,  that  be 
could  not  forbear,  at  Athens,  to  vilit  the 
walks  and  hoUfes  whieh  the  old  plnlofo- 
phers  had  frequented  or  inhabited,  and 
recollefl  the  reverence  which  every  na- 
tion, civil  and  barbarous,  has  p.iii  to 
the  ground  where  merit  has  b:en  buried, 
I  am  afi-;iid  to  declare  againft  the  gene- 
ral voice  of  mankind,  and  an  inclined 
to  believe,  that  this  rejard,  wliicli  we 
A  JL  t    j^         iavulun- 
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involuntarily  pay  to  the  imand(  reltqne 
of  a  man  great  and  Uhiftriout ,  is  intend- 
ed as  an  incitement  to  kbour,  and  an 
encovra^;ement  to  expeft  the  iame  re- 
ward, if  it  be  fought  by  the  ianie  virtues* 
The  rirtuolb,  thorfere^  cannot  be 
iaid  to  be  wholly  ufelefs}  but  perhaps  he 
may  be  fbmetimes  culpable  for  confin- 
ing himfelf  to  bufinefs  below  his  genius, 
and  \oGng,  in  petty  fpecukitions,  thole 
hours  by  which,  ithe  had  fpentthem  is 
nobler  mliesy  hemizbt  have  given  new 
light  to  the  intelleaual  world*  It  is 
never  without  grief,  that  I  find  a  man 
capable  of  ratiocination  or  invention  en- 
Kmne  himfelf  in  this  fecomjary  claf*  of 
learning}  for  when  he  has  once  difco^ 
vered  a  me^od  of  gratifying  his  defire 
of  eminence  by  cxpencc  rather  than  by 
labom-,  and  known  the  fweets  of  a  lire 
bleft  at  once  with  the  eaie  of  idlenefs 
and  the  reputation  of  knowledge,  he  will 
not  eafdy  Dt  brought  to  umtargo  again 
the  toil  of  thinking,  or  leave  hi*  toy* 
and  trinkets  for  arguments  and  princi- 
ple»,  arguments  which  require  cnxum- 
Ipe^ion  and  vigilance,  and  principles 
\^hich  cannot  be  obtamed  but  by  the 
<|hMdgcry  of  meditation.  He  will  gladly 
Jhut  himfelf  up  for  ever  \»ith  his  fhells 
and  medals,  like   the  companions  o1[ 


Ulylles,  who  having  ttffted  the  firmt  if 
Lotos,  would  not,  even  by  the  hope  of 
feeing  their  own  country,  be  tempted 
a^n  to  the  dangers  of  tiie  lea. 

Whofe  taflet 
iniadate  no(s  in  the  fweet  repafts  i 
Nor  other  home  nor  other  care  btendr, 
BdC  quits  his  houfe,  his  country,  and  his 
fnends. 

Popz. 

CoUeAions  of  this  kind  are  of  ufe  to  : 
the,  learned,  as  heaps  of  ilqnes  and  piles^ 
of  timber  are  necctuuy  to  the  archite6(. 
But  to  dig  the  quarry,  or  to  fearch  the 
field,  requires  not  much  of  any  quali- 
ty, beyond  ftnbbom  perieverance  $  and 
though  genius  mufl  often  lie  unaftive 
without  thb  humble  affiitance,  yet  this 
can  claim  little  praife,  becauie  eveiy 
man  can  afford  it. 

•  To  mean  underibndings.  It  is  fuffici- 
cnt  honour  to  be  numbered  amongft  the 
lowefl  labvusers  of  kaminr;  but  differ- 
ent abilities  mvft  find  dt^*fcnt  tafks. 
To  hew  ftonc,  wbuld  have  been  unwor- 
thy of  PallafIso{  and  to  have  rambled  in 
fearch  of  ihelk  and  iowers,  had  but  ill 
fuited  with  the  c^Mcky  of  Newton* 
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CU:4AKVM  ruERAS  MOTOR,    CHARIDXMC,    MEARVM, 

ET«i9ZRI   CVSTOS,    ASSIDUUS^UE  COMES. 
JAM  Mim  NICRESCUNT  TONSA  SVDARXA  BARBA,-^— 

0ed  tibi  hon  crevi:  tb  n08ter  villicvt  horret  t 
te  biseeniatolt,  te  domus  ipsa  pavet*  . 

corllipis,  observas,  qjbereris,  svspiria  duci$, 
bt  vix  a  rxbvlis  abstinet  ir.a  makom* 

Mart. 

.  vou  rocb*d  mr  cxaple,  were  mt  g01»e 
in  youth,  itill  tbwrjno  at  my  side: 
svt  now,  pear  liry  j4y  beard  is  grown, 
still  1*m  a  child  to  thee  aj.one. 
o^b  steward,  butler,  cook,  and  all, 
-jfow  fright  i  nay,  e*eji  the  very  wall  : 
yo¥  pry,  and  frown,  and  growl,  and  chide, 
ako  scarce  will  lat  tub  bod  aside* 

F-  Lewis» 


TO  tHB  ftAMlLSR* 


8IK9 


YOU  feero  in  all  your  papers  to  be 
an  enemy  to  tyranny,  and  to  look 
with  impattiality  upon  the  world :  I  (hall 
therefore  Uy  my  ca:«  before  you,  and  hope 


hy  your  deciCon  to  be  fct  fi  ec  from  imreA- 
fonabU  reftraints,  and  cnihleti  to  jufti- 
(y  myfclf  againft  the  accufotions  wliich 
ipite  and  peevilbneli*  protlucc  againft  me; 
At  the  age  of  five  years  I  loft  my  mo- 
thei-j  and  my  father  not  being  t^ualific^ 
to  fupcrintcnd  the  educ^tljn  ot  a  girl, 
coiTunittcd 
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committed  me  to  the  care  of  his  iifter, 
who  Iiiftru6l«i  me  with  the  authority, 
and,  not  to  deny  lier  what  ihe  may  juiUy 
claim,  with  the  affeftion  of  a  parent .  She 
had  not  very  elevated  fentimcnte  or  ex- 
tcnfive  views,  but  her  principles  were 
goody  and  her  Intentions  pure;  and 
though  ibtnc  may  praftile  more  virtues, 
fcarce  any  commit  fewer  faulu. 

Under  this  good  lady  I  learned  al^  the 
common  rules  of  decent  behaviour,  and 
Handing  maxims  of  domeftick  pmidence; 
and  might  have  grown  up  by  degrees  to 
a  country  gentkwoman,  without  any 
thoughts  oirrngiDg  beyond  tlie  neigh- 
bourhood, had  not  Flavia  come  down, 
hA  fummer,  to  vifit  her  relations  in  the 
next  village.  I  was  taken,  of  courfe, 
to  conmhment  the  ftranger^  and  was,, 
at  the  nrfrlieht,  forprifed  at  the  uncon* 
ccm  with  which  (he  £iw  herlclf  gazed  at 
by  company  whom  (he  had  never  known 
before ;  at  the  careleflhefs  with  which  (he 
received  compliments,  and  the  readinefs 
with  which  (he  returned  them .  I  found 
Ihe  had  fomething  which  I  perceived 
rayieif  to  want,  and  could  not  but  wifh 
to  be  like  her,  at  once  eafy  and  officious, 
attentive  and  unembaiTaiTed.  I  went 
home,  and  for  four  days  could  think  and 
talk  of  nothing  but  Mifs  Flavia;  though 
my  amit  told  me,  that  (he  was  a  forwaid 
£irt,  and  thought  herielf  wife  before  her 
time. 

In  a  little  time  (he  repaid  my  vifit, 
and  raiied  in  my  heart  a  new  confufion 
of  love  and  admiration.  I  (bon  (aw  her 
again,  and  ftill  found  new  charms  in 
her  air,  convcrfation,  and  behaviour. 
You  who  have  perhaps  lecn  the  world, 
may  have  obferved,  that  formality  foon 
ceafes  between  young  perfons.  I  know 
not  how  others  are  afre^^cd  on  fuch  oc- 
caiions,  but  I  found  myfdf  irre(i(libly 
allured  to  friendihip  and  intimacy,  by 
the  familiar  complaiiance  and  airy  gaiety 
of  Flavia;  fo  tnat  in  a  few  weeks  I 
became  her  favourite,  and  all  the  time 
was  paifed  with  me  that  die  could  gain 
from  ceremony  and  yiiit. 

As  (he  came  often  to  me,  (he  neccfTa- 
rily  fpent  feme  hours  with  niy  aunt,  to 
whom  (lie  p^Ui  -^eat  i-efpea,  by  low 
courtcfies,  fubiniffive  compliance,  and 
(oft  acquiefcence;  but  as  I  became  gi*a- 
dually  more  accuftomed  to  her  manners, 
I  difcoveicd  that  her  civility  was  general; 
that  there  was  a  ceitain  dcgi-ee  of  defe- 
rence (hewn  by  her  to  circumftanceji  and 
al^peatauces^  that  many  went  away  fiat- 


tered  by  her  humility,  iRrhom  (hede- 
ijpifed  in  hei' heart;  that  the  influeace  of 
far  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  with  whom 
ihe  converied  ciafed  with  thelipreleiTce^ 
and  that  fometimes  (he  did  not  renumber 
the  names  of  them  whom,  without  any 
intentional  infiacerity  or  falfe  commen- 
dation, her  habitual  civility  had  fent  away 
with  veiy  high  thoughts  of  their  own 
importance. 

It  was  not  Iwig  before  I  perceived, 
that  my  aont*&  opinion  was  not  of  much 
weight  in  FUvia*s  deliberations,  and 
that  (he  was  looked  upon  by  her  as  a 
woman  of  narrow  fentiments,  without 
knowledge  of  books,  or  obfervations  on 
mankind.  I  had  hitherto  confidered  my 
aunt  as  entitled  by  her  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience to  the  higheft  i-everence ;  and 
could  not  forbear  to  wojider  that  any 
one  Co  much  younger  fliould  venture  to 
fufpe^  her  of  crfor,  or  ignorance  :  but 
my  furprife  was  without  unealinels;  and 
being  now  accuftomed  to  think  Flavia 
always  in  the  riglit,  I  readily  learned 
from  her  to  truft  my  own  i-eaibn,  and  to 
believe  it  polUbk,  that  they  who  had 
lived  longer  might  be  miftakcn. 

Flavia  had  read  much,  and  ufed  Co 
often  to  converfe  ou  fubjefts  of  learning, 
that  (he  put  all  the  men  in  the  county 
to  (light,  except  the  okt  parfon,  who  de- 
clared himfelt  much  delighted  wirh  her 
company,  becaufe  (he  gave  him  oppor- 
tunities to  recollect  the  ftudies  of  his 
youi^;er  years;  and  by  fume  mention 
of  ancient  (lory,  had  made  him  rub  the 
du(f  otf  his  Homer,  which  had  lain  un- 
regarded in  his  cloiet.  With  Homer,, 
and  a  thoufand  other  names  familiar  to 
Flavia,  I  had  no  acouaintance;  but  be- 
gan, by  comparing  ner  accompIi(hinents 
with  my  own,  to  repine  at  my  education^ 
and  wi(h  that  I  had  not  Ixtn  To  hng 
confined  to  the  company  of  thofe  from 
whom  nothing  but  houfewifery  was  to 
be  learned.  I  then  fot  myftH  to  perufe 
fuch  books  as  Flavia  recommended,  and 
heard  hei*  opinion  of  their  beauties  and  , 
defc£ls.  I  law  new  worlds  hourly  buHt- 
ing  upon  my  miiul,  and  was  eni-aptured 
at  the  prcfptrft  of  divcrfifying  life  with 
endlefit  entertainment. 

The  old  lady  Hnd  ing  that  a  large  fcreen , 
which  I  had  undertaken  to  adorn  with 
turkey-work  againft  winter,  madp  very 
(low  advances,  and  that  I  had  added  in 
two  months  but  three  leaves  to  a  fiowerctl 
apron  then  in  the  frame,  took  the  alann, 
and  with  all  the  ztui  of  honi-ft  foHv  ex- 
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claimed  again  ft  my  new  acquaintance, 
who  had  mled  me  with  idle  notion^,  and 
*  turned  my  heat!  with  books.  But  fhe 
had  now  loft  her  authority,  for  I  began 
to  find  innumeiTible  miftakes  in  Tier 
opinions,  and  impi-oprietics  in  her  lan- 
guage; and  thercfoi^e  thought  myfelf 
no  longer  .bound  to  pay  much  regard  to 
one  who  knew  little  beyond  her  needle 
and  her  dairy;  and  who  profeflfed  to 
think  that  nothing  more  is  required  of 
a  woman  than  to  fee  that  the  noufe  is 
c'ean,  and  that  the  maids  go  to  bed  and 
rife  at  a  certain  hour. 

She  fecmed,  liowever,  to  look  upon 
Flavia  as  feducing  me,  and  to  imagine 
that  when  her  influence  was  withdrawn, 
I  fhould  return  to  my  allegiance;  flie 
therefore  contented  herfclf  with  remote 
hints,  and  gentle  admonitions,  inter- 
mixed with  lagc  hirtories  of  the  mif- 
carriages  of  wit,  and  difappointments 
of  pride.  But  lince  ihe  has  found,  that 
though  Flavia  is  departed,  I  ftill  perfift 
in  my  ncNv  fcheme,  fhe  has  at  length  loft 
her  pati^cc,  (he  fnatches  my  book  out 
of  my  hand,  tears  my  paper  if  ftie  finds 
me  writing,  bums  Flavia's  letters  be- 
fore my  face  when  (he  can  feize  them, 
and  threatens  to  lock  me  up,  and  to  com- 
plain to  my  father  of  my  perverfenefs. 

*  If  women,**  (he   fays,  *  would  but 

*  kno«v  their  duty  and  their  intcreft, 

*  they  would  be   careftil  to  acquaint 

*  themfelvcs  with   family  affairs,  and 

*  many  a  penny  might  be  faved;   for 

*  while  theroiftrefs  of  the  houfe  is  fcrib- 

*  bKng  and  reading,  fervants  are  junket- 

*  ing,  and  linen  is  wearing  out.^  She 
then  takes  me  rotmd  the  rooms,  (hews 
me  the  worked  hangings,  and  chairs  of 
tent-ftitch,  and  aflcs  whether  all  this 
'Was  done  with  a  pen  and  a  book. 

I  cannot  deny,  that  I  fometimes  laueh, 
and  fome^es  am  fullen;  but  (he  has 
not  delicacy  cnoxigh  to  be  much  moved 
either  witli  my  mtrth  or  my  gloom,  if 
fhe  did  not  think  the  intercft  of  the  fa- 
-inlly  endangered  by  this  change  of  my 
manners.  She  had  for  fomc  yeajs  mark- 
eel  out  yoimg  Mr.  Surly,  an  heir  in  the 
neighbourhood,  rcmai-kable  for  his  love 
of  nehting-cocks,  as  an  advantageous 
match;  and  was  extremely  pleafcd  with 
the  civilities  which  he  ufcd  to  pay  me, 
till  under  Flavians  tuition  I  learned  to 
talk  of  fubjcfls  which  he  could  not 
undcrftand.    •  Thi»,*  (he  lays,  *  is  the 


*  confequence  of  female   fhidy  ;  guU- 

*  grow  too  wi(e  to  be  adviicd,  and  too 

*  ftubbom  to  be  commanded  i"  but  (he 
is  refolved  to  fee  who  (hall  govern,  and 
will  thwart  my  humoui'  till  (he  bn^» 
my  fpirit. 

Thefe  menaces,  Mr.  Rambler,  fome* 
times  makes  me  quite  angry ;  for  I  have 
been  fixtecn  thefe  ten  weeks,  and  think 
myfelf  exempted  from  the  dominion  of 
a  governefs,  who  has  no  pretenikms  to 
more  fenfe  or  knowledge  than  my  (elf. 
I  am  refolved,  fince  I  am  as  tall  and  a»  "" 
wife  as  other  women,  to  be  no  lon^ 
treated  like  agirl.  Mifs  Fhviahas  often 
.  told  me,  that  ladies  of  my  age  go  to 
aflemblies  and  routes,  without  tneir  mo- 
thers and  their  aunts  ;  I  (hall  therefore^ 
fvom  this  time,  leave  a(king  advice,  and 
refiife  to  give  accounts.  I  wifti-yott-  ^^ 
would  ftate  the  time  at  which  young  la- 
dies may  judge  for  thtmfelves,  which  1 
am  fure  you  cannot  but  think  ought  to 
begin  before  fixtecn ;  if  you  are  inclined 
to  delay  it  longer,  I  (hall  have  very  little 
rcgaixl  to  your  opinion. 

My  aunt  often  tells  me  of  the  advan- 
tages of  experience,  and  of  the  deference 
due  to  (cniority ;  and  both  (he,  and  all 
the  antiquated  part  of  the  world,  talk 
of  the  unrefejTra  obedience  which  they 
paid  to  the  commands  of  their  parents^ 
and  the  undoubting  confidence  with 
which  they  liftened  to  their  pi-ecepts j  of 
the  teiTors  which  they  felt  at  a  frown^ 
and  the  himiility  with  which  tliey  fup« 
plicated  foivivenefs  whenever  they  had 
oflFended.  f  cannot  but  fancy  that  thU  • 
boaft  is  too  general  to  be  true,  and  that 
the  young  and  the  old  were  always  at 
variance.  I  have,  howevier,  told  my 
aunt,  that  I  will  mend  whatever  (he  wiR 
prove  to  be  wrong;  but  (he  replies,  that 
(he  has  reafons  of  her  own,  and  that  (he 
is  forry  to  live  in  an  age  when  girls  have 
the  impudence  to  aik  for  prooh. 

I  beg  once  a^in,  Mr.  Rambler,  to- 
know  whether  I  am  not  as  wife  as  mf 
aunt ;  and  whetho*,  when  (he  prefumed 
to  check  me  as  a  baby,  I  rtAj  not  pluck 
up  a  Ipirit,  and  retttm  her  infolence*  X 
(hall  not  proceed  to  extremities  wlthoutt 
your  advice,  which  is  tbotfiM^  imp«« 
tiently  expc6^ed  by 

Myrtilla« 

p.  S.  Remember  t  am  paft  fijrteea* 
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OTIA  SI  TOLLAt  PEHItltS    CUPID1N18    AKCU1 
COMTXmpTiBQJDK  JACINT9    KT  SINE   LUCI  PACES* 


0VI9« 


AT  BUSY  HEARTS  IN  VAIN  LOVE  8  AKtOWS  PLY; 
DIM,    SCOKN^D,    AND  IMPOTENT,    HIS  TOftCMES    LIE. 


MANY  writers  of  eminence  in 
phyfick  have  laid  out  their  dili- 
gence upon  the  confidcrationof  thofe  di- 
ftempers  to  which  men  are  ejcpel'ed  by 
jMuticnlar  ftaCes  ot'ilte;  and  vcr^  learned 
treatif^s  have  been  produced  Upon  the 
maladies  of  the  camp,  the  Tea,  and  the 
mmes.  There  arc,  mdeed,  few  employ- 
ments which  a  man  accuftomed  to  ana- 
tottiicai  enquiries,  and  medical  refine- 
ments, would  not  find  regions  for  de- 
cUniQg  as  dangerous  to  health,  did  not 
his  teaming  or  experience  inform  him, 
that  ahnoft  every  occupation,  however 
inconvenient  or  formidable,  is  happier 
.  md  fafer  than  a  life  of  (loth. 

The  ifttceflity  of  a^ion  is  not  only  de- 
monftittble  from  the  fabrick  of  the  body, 
but  evidefif  from  obitrvation  of  the  uni- 
▼triai  pra^iceof  mankind  j  who  for  the 
preferv^ion  ot  health. in  thole  whofe 
rank  or  wealth  exempts  them  from  the 
•  ijcceflity  of  lucrative  labour,  have  in- 
vented fports  and  diverfions,  though  not 
of  equal  ufc  to  the  world  with  manual 
trades,  yet  of  equal  fatigue  to  thofe  that 
pra^life  them,  and  differing  only  from 
the  d^Qdgery  of  the  hufbandman  or  ma- 
nuiiidurcr.  as  they  are  acls  of  choice, 
and  thcrcwrc  pertormed  without  the 
painfiilienfeofcompuUiot),  The  huntf- 
man  rties  early,  pursues  his  game  through 
all  the  dangers  and  obftruaiont  of  the 
chace,  fwims  rivers,  and  fcales  precipi- 
ces) till  he  returns  home  no  leis  napaued 
than  the  foldier,  and  has  perhaps  fomc* 
times  incurred  as  great  hazard  of  wounds 
»or  death  i  yet  be  has  motive  to  incite 
his  ardour;  he  is  neither  i\ibje£t  to  the 
commands  of  a  general,  nor  dreads  any 
penalties  fornegie6^  and  difbbediencei 
he  has  neither  profit  nor  honour  to  e3(- 
pe£^  from  his  perils  and  his  conqueils, 
but  toils  without  the  hope  of  mural  or 
civick  garlands,  and  muft  content  him- 
ieif  with  the  praiie  gf  his  tenants  and 
companions. 

But  flich  is  the  conftitution  of  man, 
that  labour  may  be  ftyled  it's  own  re- 
w^rd^  por  will  any  e^t^nal  tncitemcnu 


be  p^quifite,  if  it  be  confidered  how 
much  happinefs  is  gained,  andhowmuch 
mifery  ei'caped,  by  frequent  and  violent 
agitation  oi  the  body. 

Eafe  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  hoped 
from  a  fedentary  and  unaftive  habit; 
cafe,  a  neutral  (rate  between  pain  and 
pleafurc.  The  dance  of  Ipiritu,  the  bound 
of  vigour,  readinefs  of  enterprize,  and 
defiance  of  fatigue,"  are  rcferved  for  him 
that  braces  his  nerves,  and  hardens  his 
fibres,  that  keeps  his  limbs  pliant  with 
motion,  and  by  frequent  expofure  fw- 
tifies  his  frame  againft  the  common  ac- 
cidents of  cold  and  heat. 

With  eafe,  however,  if  it  could  be 
fecured,  many  would  be  content  j  but 
nothing  terreftrial  can  be  kept  at  a  ftand. 
Eafe,  if  it  is  not  rifiug  into  pleafure,  will 
be  falling  towards  pain;  and  whatever 
hope  the  dreams  of  Ipcculation  may  fug« 
gctt  of  oblcrving  theproportion  between 
nutriment  and  labour,  and  keeping  the 
body  in  a  healthy  ftate  by  fupplies  ex- 
aftly  equal  to  it's  wallc,  we  know  that, 
in  efeSV,  the  vital  powers,  uncxcitcd  by 
motion,  grow  gradually  languid;  that  ' 
as  their  vigour  falls,  obftruaions  are 
generated;  and  that  from  obftruftiona 
proceed  moft  of  thofe  pains  which  wear 
us  away  (lowly  with  periodical  tortures, 
,  and  which,  though  they  fometimes  fuf- 
fer  life  to  be  long,  condemn  it  to  be  ufc-  .,. 
kfs,  chain  us  down  to  the  couch  of  * 
mifery,  and  mock  us  with  tit  hopes  of 
death. 

Exercife  cannot  fecure  us  from  that 
diiTolution  to  which  wc  are  decreed ;  but 
while  the  foul  and  body  continue  united, 
it  can  make  the  afTociation  pleafmg,  and 
give  probable  hopes  that  they  fliall  be 
disjoined  by  an  cafy  feparation.  It  was 
a  principle  among  the  ancients,  that 
acute  dil'eafes  arc  from  Heaven,  and 
chronical  from  ourfelves:  the  dart  of 
death  indeed  falls  from  Heaven,  but  we 
poifon  it  by  our  own  mifcondu£l ;  to  die 
IS  the  fate  of  man,  but  to  die  with  lin- 
gering anguilh  is  generally  his  folly. 

It  IS  ncccl&ry  to  that  pcife^bn  of 
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which  Qiir  prcient  (late  Is  capable,  that 
the  mind  and  body  fhouW  both  be  kept 
in  a£lion$  that  neither  the  faculties  of 
the  one  nor  of  the  other  be  fufFcred  to 
grow  lax  or  torpid  for  want  of  ufe  j  that 
neither  health  be  purchafed  by  voluntary 
iubmlfllon  to  ignorance,  nor  knowledge 
cultivated  at  the  expence  of  that  health 
which  muft  enable  it  cither  to  give  plea- 
fure  to  it's  poflcflfor,  or  afliftance  to 
others.  It  is  too  finequently  the  pride  of 
(liidents  to  defpife  thofe  amulanents 
and  recreations  which  give  to  the  reft  of 
mankind  ftrength  of  limbs  and  cheer- 
fulnels  of  heart.  Solitude  and  con- 
templation are  indeed  feldom  confiftent 
with  fuch  ikill  in  common  exercifes  or 
fports  as  is  necelTary  to  make  them  prac- 
tifed  with  delight;  and  no  man  is  wil- 
ling  to  do  that  of  which  the  neceflity  is 
not  prcifing  and  immediate,  when  he 
knows  that  his  aukwardnefs  muft  make 
him  ridiculous. 

J^udereaul  r.efcit,  ca»tpeflrihu%  ahJHnee  armih 
.  Jndo&ufqutlilay  D'ljcive^  Trulive  quieJcUf 
J^ejp^^de  rijum  tollant  impuru  Coronet, 

Hon. 

Kcthat^s  unikilful  will  not  tof$  a  bill, 
Norruii)  norwrciUe,  for  he -Van  the  fall; 
He  joiVly  fears  to  meet  deiervM  difgrace* 
And  that  the  ring  will  hifs  the  baffled  afs. 

Crexch. 

Thus  the  man  of  learning  is  often  rc- 
figned,  almoft  by  hisown  confent,  to  lan- 
guor and  pain ;  and  while  in  the  proii:- 
cutipn  of  hi^  Itpdies  he  fuffers  the  weari- 
nel's  of  labour,  is  fubjpft  by  his  courfe 
'.  of  life  to  the  maladies  of  idlenefs. 

It  wav  perhaps,  from  the  obfen'atjon 
of  this  mifchievous  omiflipn  in  thofe  who 
arc  employed  about  intelleftual  obiefts, 
that  Locki  ha^.  in  his  Syftem  of  pdu- 
cation,  urged  the  neceflity  of  a  trade  to 
men  of  all  i-anks  and  profcilions,  that 
when  the  mind  is  weary  with  it's  proper 
ta(k,  it  may  be  relaxed  by  a  Highter  at- 
tention to  foftuc  mechanical  pperation; 
and  that  whiit;  the  vita}  fuufltjons  are  re- 
fufcitatcd  and  awakened  by  vigorous 
motion,  the  undcrl^amling  may  be  re- 
ftraincd  from  that  vagr^injce  and  diflipar 
tion  by  which  it  rtrlieves  itfelf  after  a 
long  intenfenefs  of  thought,  unlcfs  fome  . 
allurement  be  prefcnted  that  may  engage 
application  without  anxiety. 

There  is  To  little  reafon  for  expelling 
frequent  confonnity  tc  Locke's  j>recept, 
tjiat  it  is  i)Qt  nfctfiai  y  toemjuirewh^lher 


the  praftice  of  mechanical  arts  might 
not  give  occaiion  to  petty  emulation,  and 
degenerate  ambition ;  and  wliether,  if 
our  divines  and  phy(icians  were  taught 
the  lathe  and  the  chlzztl,  they  would 
not  think  more  of  their  tools  than  their 
books }  as  Nera  neglefled  the  care  of; 
his  empire  for  his  chariot  and  his  fiddle. 
It  is  certainly  dangerous  to  be  too  much 
plea  fed  with  little  things ;  but  what  is 
there  which  may  not  be  perverted  ?  Let 
us  remember  how  much  worfe  tmplay- 
ment  might  have  been  found  for  thoCc 
hours  which  a  manual  occupation  ap- 
pears to  engrofsi  let  us  compute  the 
profit  with  thelofsj  andwhetiwc  refleft 
how  often  a  genius  is  allured  from  his 
ftudies,  confider  likewiie,  that  perhaps 
by  the  fame  attractions  he  is  fometimes 
withheld  ^m  debauchery,  or  recalled 
from  malice,  from  ambition,  from  envy, 
»nd  frotn  luft. 

I  have  always  admired  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  by  whom  our  female  education  was 
inllitutcd}  for  having  contrived,  that 
eveiy  woman,  of  whatever  condition, 
fhould  be  taught  fome  arts  of  manufac- 
ture,  by  whidi  the  vacuities  of  reduie 
and  domeftick  leifure  may  be  filled  up. 
Thefe  arts  are  more  neceflTaryy  as  the 
weaknefs  of  then*  fex  and  the  general 
fydem  of  life  debar  ladies  from  many 
employments  which,  by  divcrfifying  the 
circumftances  of  men,  pre&rvc  3iem 
fiXMn  being  cankered  by  tne  mft  of  their 
own  thou^ts.  I  know  not  how  much 
of  the  virtue  and  happincfs  of  the  workl 
may  be  the  confeauenceof  this  Judicious 
regulation.  Peroaps,  the  nioft  power- 
ful fimcy  might  be  unable  to  figure  the 
coniufion  apd  daughter  that  would  be 
pioduced  by  fo  many  piercing  cypf  ami 
vivid  underftandings,  turned  loofe  at 
once  uc^n  mankind,  with  no  other  bu- 
fii>e£s  than  to  fparkle  and  intrigtie,  to 
perplex  and  to  deftly. 

For  my  part,  whenever  chance  brings 
within  my  obfervation  aknotofmiflcs 
bufy  at  their  needles,  I  fon/ider  mvlelf 
as  in  the  fchool  of  virtue;  and  tbpugh  I 
have  no  extraordinary  (kill  in  {hainrwork 
<^r  cmbrflidery,  look-  upon  their  opera- 
tions with  as'  much  fatisfa^'liQit  as  thcji* 
goyemefs,  becaufc  I  rcgaixl  them  as 
providing  a  fccurity  arainft  the  moft 
dapg^ous  enfnarers  of  the  foul,  by  en- 
abling themlclves  to  exclude  idfeneta 
from  their  Iqlifary  moments,  and  with 
idlcnefs  her  attcudnnt  train  of  (taifions, 
fancies,  and  chijntras,  fpai^i  fQiTow^^ 
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ftod-defires*  Ovid  a»d  Cenrante»  will 
infiMrm  than  thatLorehas  no  power  but 
^nrertliorewfaoni  he  catches  unemployed  $ 
and  He5br,  in  the  Iliad»  when  he  fees 
Andromadie  overwhehncd  with  terrors^ 
lends  her  for  confolation  to  the  loan 
•ndthediftaff. 

It  is  certain  that  anv  wild  wiih  or  Tain 
itoagination  nefcr  talMi  fuch  firm  pof- 
ftffion  of  the  nund,  at  when  it  it  found 
maptj  and  unoccupied*  The  old  peri- 
patetMk  pnnciple>  that  Notary  akiersa 


«95 

i»  majrbe  properly  applied  to  the 
intelle^y  which  will  embiraceany  thingg 
however  abfurd  or  criminal,  rather  thaa 
be  wholly  without  an  objeft^  Berhapt 
every  man  may  date  the  predominance 
of  thoftdefires  that  difturb  bis  life  and 
contaminate  his  confcicnce,  from  fome 
unhappy  hour  when  too  much  leifure 
eacpouxl  him  to  their  incuHions^  for  ho 
has  lived  with  little  ob(ervation  either 
on  himfelf  or  others,  whodo^  notknom, 
that  to  be  idle  is  to  be  vicious* 
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^KB  of  the  ancients  has  obfertedt 
_'  thattheburthenof  government  it 
cncreafed  upon  princes  b^  the  virtues  of 
llifirhnmedtate  predeceflors.  It  is,  in- 
deed, always  dangerous  to  be  placed  in 
a  ftate  of  unavoidable  comparifon  witb 
excellence,  and  the  danger  is  ftill  greater 
vfhm  that  excellence  is  confecrated  by 
d^th  i  when  envy  and  ipt^ft  ceafe  to 
4SI  againft  it;  and  thofe  pafHons  b%' 
which  It  was  at  fird  viliB^and  oppofed, 
now  ftand  in  it\  defence,  and  tiun  their 
IpebemeDce  ajgainft  honeft  emulation. 

He  that  iucceeds  a  celebrated  writer, 
lutsthefiunedifiiculties  to  encounter;  he 
Hands  under  the  (hade  of  exalted  merit, 
aad  it  hindeied  from  rifing  to  his  natural 
height,  by  the  interception  of  tholb 
beams  which  (hould  mvigorate  and 
<^uicken  him.  He  applies  to  that  atten- 
tion which  is  already  ennged,  and  un- 
willing to  be  drawn  off  from  certain  fa- 
tisfa6bon;  or  perhaps  to  an  attention 
already  wQArled,  and  not  to  be  recalled 
tp.  the  iame  obje6^. 

One  of  the  old  poets  congratulates 
himfelf  that  he  has  the  umrodden  re- 
gions  of  Pamaflus    before  him,  and 
that  hit  garland  will  be  gathered  from 
pbntations  which  no  writer  had.  yet 
y  culled.    But    the  imiutor   treads    a 
/    beaten  walk,  and  with  all  his  diligence 
1      oan  only  hope  to  find  a  few  flowers  or 
^    {^ranches  untouched  by  his  predeceflbr, 
the  refufe  of  contempt,  or  the  omiflions 
of  negligence.    The  Macedonian  con- 
q>lcror,  when  ha  was.  once  invited  to 
httr  a  anan  that  fimg  like  a  nightingale, 
i^ed  witb.cotttMspt,  that  b»  had 


heard  the  nigfatingide  herlelf ;  and  the 
fame  treatment  muft  every  man  expe^* 
whole  pndfe  is  that  he  imitates  another.. 
Vet,  in  the  midftof  theiediicourag- 
ing  refle^ons,  I  am  about  to  offer  to 
my  reader  fomeobfervatiohs  upon  Para- 
dife  Loft  { and  hope  that,  however,  I  may. 
fall  bebw  the  illuftrious  writer  who  ha» 
fo  longdi^iated  to  the  commonvirealth  of 
kaming,  my  attempt  may  not  be  wholly 
uiele6.    There  are,  in  every  age,  ncw^ 
errors  to  be  reified,  and  new  prejudicea 
to  be  oppofed.  Falfetafte  is  always bufy. 
to  miifead  thofe  that  are  entering  upon 
the  regions  of  learning;  and  the  travefler»\ 
uncertain  of  his  way,  and  forlaken  .by.  \ 
the  fun,  will  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  hunter/ 
orb  arife  on  the  horizon,  that  mayjnefq^ 
him  from  total  daricnefs^  though  ^th 
weak  and  borrowed  luftre. 

Addifim,  though  he  has  confidered 
this  poem  under  mod  of  the  general  to- 
picks  of  criticifro,  has  bajnely  touched; 
upon  the  verfification;  not  probably  be- 
caufe  he  thought  the  art  of  numbers  un- 
worthy of  hit  notice,  for  he  knew  with 
how  minute  attention  the  ancient  criticka 
confidered  the  difpontion  of  fyllables^ 
and  had  himfelf  given  hopes  of  fome 
metrical  obfervations  upon  the  great 
Roman  poet ;  but  being  the  firfl  who 
undertook  to  difplay  the  beauties,  and 
point  but  the  deters  of  Milton,  he  hadt: 
many  obje£ts  at  once  before  him,  and. 
paifoi  willingly  over  thofe  which  were 
moil  barren  of  ideas,  and  required  la<) 
hour,  rather  than  genius. 

Yet  verfification,  or  the  art  of  mo». 

dulating  hi$  numbers,  is  indifpenf-bly 

B  b  Acceflary 
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ileceflarfto  t  poet.  E^rtry  other  power 
by  which  the  underftandinflr  is  eiuight* 
^ned»  ortheimaginationenchantcdyinay 
Be  exerclfed  in  preie.  But  the  poet  ha» 
this  peculiar-Aiperierity,  that  to  all  the 
powers  which  the  peifeUon  of  evenr 
ether  compolition  can  roquiit,  he  adds 
the  ^icuitv  of  joining  muiiek  withreafon, 
abd  of  acting  at  once  upon  thefenferand 
the  paflions.  I  fuppofe  there  are  few< 
iMmt  do  not  feel  themielves  touched  bj 
poeticaf  mdbdy  $  and  who  will  not  confeuf 
that  they  are  more  or  lefs  moved  by  the 
feme  thoudttsy  as.  they  are  conveyed  by 
diienent  ioundsy  and  moK  aflPeaed  by 
the  fame  words  In  one  order  than  in  ano- 
ther. The  perception  of  harmony  if 
indeed  confen^  upon  men  in  degrees 
very  unequal,  but  there  are  none  who 
do  not  perceive  it,  or  to  whom  a  regular 
ftries  orpjnoponionateibuiids  cannot  give 
Mights 

In  t>«afkig  oiT  the  ver(%cation  of  MiU 
tdn  I  am  defirous  to  be  generally  undbr* 
food,  and  (hall  therefore  ftudiouHy  de- 
cline thediale£i  of  grammarians ;  thoughy 
hxieed,  it  is  always  difficult,  and  ibmo-^ 
times  fcarcely  pomble,  to  deliver  the  pre- 
cepts of  an  art,  without  the  tenns  by 
which  the  peculiar  ideas  of  that  art  are 
^xprefled,  and  which  had  not  been  in- 
vented but  becaufe  the  language  alieady 
in  ufe-was  inluffident.-  U  therefore  i 
ihall  fbmetimes  (eemobfcuver  k  may  be 
imputed  to  this  vohintary  iatefdiAion, 
and  to  a  deiire  of  ai^didk^  that  offence 
which  is  always  give*  bf  unufuak 
fittrds. 

The  faemick  mcalure  of  the  KngKfb 
language  may  be  properly  conlidered  a* 
pure  or  mixed.  It  is  ^ut  when  the 
accent  refU  upon  every  fcoood  fyllablr 
through  the  whole  line* 

Coursfe  vncertaJin  dangers  miy  abate. 

But  wh6  can  bear  th*  approach  of  certain  fate  ? 

DXYOIN* 

Here  Love  his  golden  ihafb  employs,  hert 

ll^ts 
His  coD^t  lamp,   and  wavei  hi|  pdrple 

wfngs, 
Relgnf  here,  and  revcltj  Hot  in  th^  bought 

ixnil': 
Of  hiirlou,  lovelefs,  joyltfi,  ^endcarM. 

MlLTOJf* 

The  accent  hiav  be  obferved,  in  the  fc- 
cond  line  of  Drydcn,  and  thefcconJ 
and  fourth  of  Milton,  to  repole  upon 
cv«ry  fccond  fyUabie.  - 


The  repetiti<m^  ct  ^  found  or  por^ 
cu/fion  at  equal  Hmes,  is  the  mofl  comi-' 
pleteluumony  of  which  a  finsle  verfe  i^ 
capable,  and  ihould  therefore  oe  exa^ly. 
krat  in  diftiches,  and  generally  in  the 
hA  Kne  of  a  paragraph,  that  the  ear 
mav  refb  without  any  fenic  of  inqper*- 
ftfuon^ 

But,  W  pefenft  the  feries  of  foundtt 
untranfpofecf  in  a  long  compofitioo,  is 
not  onl^  ^oydifficult,  but  tirelbme  and. 
di%ufting{  foa  wt-  ace  £xm  wearied  with. 
the  perpetual  pscurrencc  of  the  fame 
cadence*  Neceifityhas  therefore  enforceclt 
the  mixad  meafure,.  in  whicK  fome  vad'* 
ation  of  the  accents  is>  allowed}  this> 
though  ir  aHifavs  inlures  the  harmony^ 
of  the  line  conlidered  bv  itfelf,  yet  conv* 
penikes  the  bfs-  by'  relieving  urn 
tnm  the  continual  tyranny  of  the  fame 
found,  and  make  us  more  feniibk  of  tht 
harmony  of  the  pure  meafure. 

Of  thefe  mixed  numbers  every  poet 
affords  us  innumerable  inftances;  and' 
Milton  feldora  has  two  pure  lines  toge* 
ther,  aa  will  appear  if  any  of  his  para*. 
gri|^  be  reaul  with  attention  inerd|r 
t»Uitmuiick« 

Thus  at  their  ifawly  lodge  arnvM,  bodiftood^' 
Both  tumM,  and  under  open  iky  ador*d 
The  Cod  that  made  both  iky,  air,  earth,  andE. 

h«ry'n» 
Which  they  beheld  $  the  moon^t  refplendtntr 

globe, 
AndftMnjfoUs  tbo9  alfi  wi^d*/ the  nigbt. 
Maker  omnipotent!  and  thou^the  day, 
Which  we  ia  our  appointed  work  employ*d 
Hare  finlii*d,  happy  in  our  mutual  helpa. 
Jlmd  mmlMsl  h^H^  tii  crown  of  aU  cue  ilift 
Ordain*d  bv  thee^  and  diis  delicious  place. 
For  ut  too  large ;  where  thy  abundance  wants 
Partakers,  and  uacrtwM  falU  to  the  ground  f 
But  thou  hail  promiiM  from  ut  twaa  race 
To  fill  the  earth,  who  ihall  ndth  lai  extol 
Thy  goodneft  Infinite,  both  when  we  wakt^ 
And  when  we  leck^  as^  new,  thy  gifk^f  flecp» 

In  thispailage  rt  will  be  tt  firft  ob-; 
(erved,  that  all  the  fines  are  not  equally 
harmonious,  and  upon  a  nearer  exami- 
nation it  wiU  be  fbnnd,  that  only  the, 
fifth  and  ninth  lines  are  re^^vfer,  and  the- 
reft  are  more  or  leia  Ucentious  with  re- 
CpeSt  to  the  accents  In  fome  the  accent 
is  eqtiaBy  upon  two  (yllables  together^) 
and  m  bdtb  ftrong.    As^— 

Thus  It  their  ihadyModge'srrivM,  kth  Jhtdg 
Both  turn^dy  and  under  open  iky  adorM 
The  Cod  that  nude  bodk  By,  «r»  mribg  aai. 
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•9n«ftlierttlie  lecoit  U  equally  upon  two 
^llable$|  but  upta  both  .weak. 


To  fiUtfae  earthy  who sAall with U8  extol 
Thy  goodneis  injmtif  hoth  when  we  ynkc, 
jlMdwbtnwt.(ttkt  as  imw»  t^  s^  oCile^ 

In  the  firft  pair  of  r}llables  the  Jiccent 
nay  demte  from  the  n^our  of  exaA« 
jieisy  without  aoy  unjdeaung  diminu^n 
cf  harmony,  -m*  may  be  .obleinred  in  the 
lines  akeady  cited»  vA  more  rtniadL- 
ably  in  this-«» 


>Thoo  alio  mad'il  die  nighit 


Stoker  omnipotent!  and  thoo  the  day. 

But,  exceptinj^in  die  firft  pair  of  firl- 
'  ablet,  which  may  beconfidered  iit  aroi- 
trary,  a  poet  who,  not  having  the  inven- 
tion or  knowledBpe'«f  Hilton,  has  more 
need  to  allure  his  audience  by  nniiical 
xradences,  ftiodd  feldom  fuffer  more  than 
't>ne  abeiratbn  from  the  rule  in    any 

^    There  are  two  lines  in  this  paffiige 
more  remarkably  unharmonious  t 


•This  deUckras  pbce. 


for  US  too  hrge{  nobtrtthf  abundance  wanto 
'^htttakers,  anduncn>^*dy^<9  the  ground. 

Here  the  third  pair  of  fyllahles  in  the 
•firft,  and  fourth  pair  in  the  i'econd  Ferie, 
-have  their  accents  4%trognKie  or  inveitedi; 
the  firft  fyllabie  being  ftrong  or  acute, 
and  the  -Tecond  weak.  The  detriment 
kwhich  the  meafure  fufters  by  this  inver- 
ifioQ  of  the  accents  is  ibmetimes  lefs  per- 


ceptiblei  when  the  veriei  arc  carried  ons 
intoandther,  but  is  ranarkably  ftrikiiLp; 
in  thii  |dace,  where  the  vicious  verfi 
conchides  a  period|  and  is  yet  more  of* 
fenfive  in  rhyme,  when  we  regularly 
.Mend  to  the  flow  «f  emy  fingfe  iino.^ 
Xhis  will  sjppear  hy  reading  a  couplet, 
in  which  Cowley,  an  author  not  iuffi. 
cientlr  ftudious  of  harmony,  has  coa^ 
nutted  the  lame  fault: 


-hSflhamdeftlift 


J)oes  with  fubftandal  blefTedneis  abound, 
And  the  fbft  wiqgi  of  peace  CM/cr  him  round* 

f  n  thefe  the  bw  of  metre  is  very  grofsly 
•violated  by  iningling  combinations  of 
found  direaly  oppofite  to  each  other,  as 
Milton  eKpaoI^  m  his  ibnnet,  by  ctm^ 
mimmrjbirt  MuiJoagf  and  fbttinffone 
(part  of  the  meafure  at  ^variance  wiu  the 
reft.  The  ancients,  who  had  a  lan- 
guagemoreeapaUe^df  variety  than  ours, 
*  had  two  kinds  of  Mufe,  the  lambick, 
confifting  -of  Aort  and  iong  fvUabks 
akemately,  from  which  our  iieroick 
meafure  is  derive^  And  the  Trochaick, 
coniifting  in  a  like  ftlteanation  of  long 
and  (hort.  Thefe  were  confidered  as  op« 
poiites,and  conveyed  the  contrary  images 
of  IjpMd  •  aid  ftownefs  $  to  confound 
them,  therefore,  as  in  theie  lines,  is  to 
deviate  from  the  efbbliihed  pra^ice. 
3ut  where  the  fenfes  are  to  judge,  au* 
thority  is  not  neceftary,  the  ear  is  fuf* 
ficient  to  dete6t  diflbnance,  nor  fhoiild 
I  have  fought^  auxiliaries  on  fuch  an 
•occafton  agunft  any  name  but  that  of 
Milton. 
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MOA. 


tTHE  rtAVE    T^^NTV,  ANC1R,   VTtHK,    Ofc  LOVE, 
-THE  WRETCH  OF  SLOTH,  IT'S   tXCStLlKCR  IHAIL  FR-pVEJ 
ClERCENESf  ITSELF  I  H  Af.1.  WEIO^  IT^  RACE  AWAY, 
IWrnJLIf  (Lit  T^iSlllhQ 'CALMS.  Y  TOTS*  litSffJtUCTIVS  LAT« 

TmA-Mci«« 


T7AT  iew  things  are  ie  iibendlr 
beftowed,  or  ibuandered  with  to 
dittle  efied,  as  gpod  addce,  lias  Ikcd  ge- 
Derallv  cMcrveAi  and  many  fage  po6- 
«ions  have  been  advanced  concemingthe 
tfeafonsof  this  ^mplaint,  and  the  means 
dftjoeovuringit*    It  is  indeed  an  impor* 


taut  and  noUe  enquiry,  for  little  wouU 
he  wanting  to  t\!^  happtnefs  of  life,  if 
every  man  could  con  orm  to  the  right 
as  foon  as  ^•wasfiiown  it. 

This  pttiTflrle  nerieaof  die  moft  (alu- 
itary  precept  and  i|ubbom  ieGftance  «£ 
Jthc  moftpatbelkk  perfuafIoo>  is  uually 
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'inftroa  his  n^ghbdufs.  To  be  wilfc-4r 
to  be  virtuous,  is  to  boy  dignity  and 
importance  at  a  high  price ;  but  wben 
nothing  is  neceiEuy  to 'aeration  but  de* 
te^ioti  of  the  follies  or  tlft  fmultt  of 
others,  no  man  is  fo  inienfibte  to  tiis 
voice  of  fune  as  to  linger  on  tiie  ground; 

"■^■^Tentatfda  wa  ^,  qua  me  qwtqme  poffhrn 
ToUerebttmOf  vifforfue  'inr&m  vwtareper  ora^ 

New  v^sl  muft  attempt,  mygroveliagiiame 
To  raife  aloft,  and  wing  my  flight  to  £une. 

DlTDKN* 

Vanity  is  fo  frequently  the  apparent 
motive  of  advice,  that  we,  for  the  moft 
part,  fummoo  our  powers  to  oppofe  it 
without  any  very  accurate  enquiry  wfae^ 
ther  it  is  right*  It  is  fufficient  tliat  ano* 
ther  is  growing  great  in  his  own  eyes  at 
our  expcnce,  suu  aifumes  authority  oter 
us  without  our  permifiion)  for  many 
would  contentcffly  fnScr  the  conte- 
quences  of  their  own  miftakeS|  rather 
uian  the  infolence  of  him  who  triumphi 
as  thcdr  dkJiverer. 
It  is,  indeed,  feldom  found  diat  my 
dertaking,  it  will  not  be  very  wonder-  advantages  are  enjoyed  with  that  mode* 
fill  that  their  laboui's,  however  zealous  f  ration  mich  the  uncertainty  of  all  hu- 
or  afieftionate,  are  frequently  uielefs^  j  man  eood  (6  powerfully  enforces  ;  and 
^or  what  is  the  advice  that  is  commonly  jther^re  the  adviier  knay  juftly  fufpe61^ 
given  f  A  few  general  maxims,  enforced  '  |that  he  hu  inflamed  the  oppofitvon  mich 
with  vehemence  and  inculcated  with  im-  ;he  laments  by  arrogance  and  fupercili* 
portunity,  but  filling  for  want  of  par-  oufneft*  He  ma]r  fuf[>ea,  but  needs 
'ticular  reference  and  immediate  appli- 
cation. 

It  is  not  oftes  that  any  man  can  have 
io  much  knowledge  of  anothei*,  as  is 
neceflary  to  make  infbuf^ion  ufeiul. 
We  are  fbmetimes  not  ourfelvcs  confci- 
ou«  of  the  original  motives  of  our  ac- 
tions, and  when  we  know  them,  our  lirft 
care  is  tQ  hide  them  from  the  fight  of 
others,  and  often  from  thofe  moft  diU- 


imputed  to  lum  by  whom  the  counfel  is 
received;  and  wcof^  bear  it  mentioned 
as  a  fign  of  hopeiefs  depravity,  that 
though  good  advice  was  given,  it  has 
wrouffht  no  reformation. 

Others,  who  imagine  themfelves  to 
have  quicker  fagacity  and  deeper  pene- 
tration,  have  found  out,  that  the  ineffi- 
cacy  of  advice  is  ufually  the  fault  of  the 
counfellor,  and  rules  have  been  laid 
down,  by  which  this  important  duty 
may  be  raccefsfuUy  performed  t  we  are 
diimed  by  what  tokens  to  difcover  the 
fevourable  m6ment  at  which  the  he$rt 
is  difpofed  for  the  operation  of  truth  and 
reafon,  with  wlutt  aadre^  to  adminifter, 
and  with  what  vehicles  to  difguife  tke 
<,  €atbarticks  $f  tbefiul. 

But,  notwithftanding  dus  fpecious 
expedient,  we  And  the  world  yet  in  the 
iame  ftatej  advice  is  ftill  given,  but  ftill 
received  with  difguft;  nor  haait  appear- 
'^cd  that  the  bittemefs  of  the  medicmehas 
been  yet  abated,  or  it*s  power  increaied» 
by  any  methbds  of  preparing  it. 

If  we  confider  the  manner  in  which 
thole  who  afliime  the  o0ice  of  directing 
the  condu&  of  others  execute  their  un 


(  h 


not  haftily  to  condemn  himielf,  for  he 
can  rarely  be  certain  that  the  ibftefl  lan- 
guage, or  the  moft  humble  diffidence, 
woiud  have  efcaped  refentment|  fince 
fcarcely  any  degree  of  circumfpe^tion 
can  prevent  or  obviate  the  rage  with 
whi<m  the  Aothful,  the  impotent,  and 
the  unfuccefsful,  vent  their  difcontent 
upon  thofe  that  excel  them.  Modedy 
itfelf,  if  it  is  praifed,  will  be  envied  j 
gently,  whole  fuperioiity  either  of  power  and  there  are  minds  fo  impatient  of  in- 
^  underi^^nding  ma^  intitle  them  to    feriority,  that  their  gratitude  is  a  fpeciea 


infpe£^  our  lives }  it  is  therefore  very 
probable  that  he  wlu>  endeavoui*s  the 

,'-  -cure  of*  our  intelle^ual  mabdies,  mif* 

;     takes  their  caufe;  and  that  his  preicrip- 
tions*  avail  nothing,  becaufc  he  knows 
not  which  of  the  paflions  or  defires  is  ■  perhaps  not  great 
Vitiated.  ^       ^ 

Advice,  at  it  always  gives  a  tempo- 
rary appearanet  of  fuperiority,  ctm  ne- 
ver be  very  grateful,  evert  when  it  is 
moft  neccrfary  or  moft  judicious.  But 
"iofthe  Atme  r^on  every  one  i»  eager  to 


of  revenge,  and  they  return  benefits,  not 
becaufe  recompence  is  a  pkalune,  but 
becaufc  obligation  is  a  pain. 

The  number  of  thofe  whom  the  love 
of  themfelves  has  thus  far  connipt^,  is 
perhaps  not  great  j  but  there  arc  few  lb 
free  from  vanity,  as  not  to  djftate  tb 
thofe  who  will  hear  theu-  inftruftion^ 
with  a  vifible  fcnfe  of  their  own  bene- 
ficence; and  few  to  whom  it  is  not  un^ 
pleafme  to  receive  documents,  however 
tenderly  and  cautiouilydcUvi^ed,  or  who 
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tre  not  wOU]^  to  raife  themfelvet  from 
pupillagef  by  difpudng  the  propoiitlons 
•fthdftcttdier. 

It  was  themaximi  I  think,  of  Alphon- 
ibsoTAmrai,  that  diod  counfelkrs  art 
fiftjt.  The  graTe  pots  an  end  to  flat- 
tery arid  artmce*  and  the  infbnnation 
that  we  receive  fiitmi  books  is  pure  finom 
interefty  fear,  or  ambition.  Dead  coun- 
iellon  are  like\fnie  moft  infhii6live;  be- 
caufe  they  are  heard  with  patience  and 
with  rcTirence.  We  are  not  unwilling 
to  befieve  that  man  wifer  than  ourfelves, 
.  from  whbie  abilities  we  may  receive  ad- 
vantage^  without  any  danger  of  rivahy 
or  oppoiitiony  and  who  ^otxis  us  tlw 

C light  of  hk  experience,  without  hurting 
our  eyes  by  flames  of  infolence. 
By  the  confultation  of  books,  v#heth(r 
4>f  dead  or  living  authors,  many  temp- 
tations to  petulance  and  opposition, 
which  oeeur  in  oral  conferences,  are 
avoided.  An  author  cannot  obtrude  his 
advice  uoaiked,  nor  can  be  often  fufpe^Ud 
of  any  malignant  intention  to  infolt  his 
readers  withnis  knowleds^e  or  his  wit.  Yet 
fo  prevalent  is  the  habit  of  comparing 
ourfebres  with  others,  while  they  remain 
within  the  reach  of  our  paflions,  that 
books  are  feldom  read  with  complete  im- 
partiality, but  by  thoie  from  ^diom  the 
writer  is  placed  at  fuch  a  diftance  that 
his  life  or  death  is  indifferent. 

We  fee  that  volumes  may  be  perufed, 
tnd  perufed  with  attention,  to  little  ef- 
itdi\  and  that  maxims  of  pnidence,  or 
principles  of  virtue,  may  be  treafured  in 
the  memory  without  influencing  the  con- 
duA.  Ot  the  numbers  that  pafs  their 
lives  among  books,  very  fewread  to  be 
made  wiieror  better,  apply  any  general, 
reproof  of  vice  to  tfaemlelves,  or  try  thfir 
own  manners  by  axionis  of  juftice.  They 
purpofe  eitt^er  to  confume  thole  hours 
iQj  which  the^  can  fix)d  jjo  other  aaiuf<^^ 


«9r 

ment,  to  gain  or  prefentt  that  refpeft 
which  leamin|;  has  always  obtained  \  or 
to  gratify  their  curiofity  with  Jcnow. 
ledge,  which,  like  treafures  buried  and 
forgotten,  is  of  nouie  tootheci  or  them* 
ielves. 

<  The  preacher,*  6ys  a  French  audior^ 

*  xvaj  fpend  an  hour  in  explaining  and 

*  enforcing  a  precept  of  rekgion,  with- 
'  out  feelinp  any  impreffion  fim  his 

<  own  performance,    becauie    he  may 

<  have  no  further  defign  than  to  fill  up 

*  his  hour.'  A  ftudent  may  eafily  ex- 
hauft  his  life  in  comparing  divines  and 
moraliftsy  without  any  practical  regar4 
to  morality  or  religion  \  he  may  be  learn- 
ings not  to  live,  but  toreafon ;  he  rnvf 
regard  only  the  elegance  of  flyle,  juft<T 
nefs  pfargunient,  and  accural  df  me- 
thod |  and  may  enable  himfelf  to  criti- 
cife  with  judgment,  and  difpute  with 
fubtiky,  vidiile  the  chief  ufe  of  his  v^ 
lumes  is  unthought  of,  his  mind  is  \uv« 
aflisded,  and  his  life  is  unrefbrmed. 

But  though  truth  and  virtue  are  th«% 
frequently  defeated  by  pride,  obfti- 
nacy,  or  folly,  we  are  npt  allowed  to 
defert  thcmj  for  whoever  can  fumifl^ 
arms  which  they  hitherto  have  not  em* 
ployed,  may  enable  theni  to  gain  fomo 
hearts  which  would  have  refifbd  any 
other  method  of  attack.  Every  maa 
of  g«iius  has  fome  arts  of  fixing  the  at- 
tention peculiar  to  himfelf,  by  which^ 
honeftly  exerted,  he  may  benefit  man- 
kind ;  for  the  argumenta  for  purity  of 
life  fidl  of  their  due  influence,  not  bo- 
caufe  they  have  been  confidered  and  con- 
futed, but  becaufe  tiiey  have  been  paM 
over  without  coniideration.  To  th^^ 
pofition  of  Tully,  that  if  Virtue  could 
be  feen,  ihe  muft  be  loved,  may  be  add- 
ed, that  if  Truth  couU  be  heard,  ih» 
muft  be  obe^retL 
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N*  LXXXVIII.  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  19,  1751. 

CVM  TA1WL<I«  ANIMVtf  CBWtOKft  tVMBT  RONttTI  t 
AtfDXBIT  ^VjBCVMqVB  MIMOI  IPl.S|CDO»lfl  aABClVHTt 
JkVTSfVB    rON^XKX  EKVITTy    ST  HOMOBK  mOJOffA  rtBXNTVBf 
irslSA  MOTEKB  I.OCO»  ^VAMTlfl  lltVXTA  KBCBPANT* 
ar  VXBSXNTOl  ADHUC  IftTBA  rXNXTAAI.IA  VXtTi^ 

HOR. 


BUT  KX  THAT  HATR  A  CURfOVt  YIXCK  DXtIGN*Dp 
^NEN  HX  BXaiNS,    MVtT  TAKE  A  CENt*E*t  MINDy 
tXVXRX  AND  JIONECTI   AMD  WHAT  WOKDS  APPXAK 
TOO  LICHT  AND  TEITIAI9    OX  TOO  VXAKTO  BXAE     ' 
THX  WBIGHTT  SENtI,    NOX  WOXTH  TRX  XXADER*8  CABE, 
SHAKE  OPF)    THO*  STVBBOXNy    THEY  AXE  LOTH  TO  MOVEf 
AXD  TBO*  VX  PANCYf   DXAXLT  TRO^-WB  LOVE* 

CxEBca. 


} 


^"Tl^HERE  k  no  repQtxdon  for 

JL    *  geniusy^  lays  Quintiliany  *  to 
^  be  ^ined  by  writing  on  things  wbichy 

<  however  neceflkrv*  have  little  fplendor 

*  or  ihew.  The.  nctgkt  of  a  buildiDg 
«  attrads  the  eye,  but  the  foundations 

*  lie  without  regard.  Yet  fince  there  is 
^  not  anyway  to  the  top  of  ^icnce»  but 
'  from  the  loweft  parts,  I  (hall  think 
'  nothing  unconna^le^  with  the  art  of 

<  oratory,  which  he  that  wants  cannot 

*  beanoi-ator/ 

Confimed  and  tmimated  by^  this  il- 
lu^rious  precedent,  I  Ihall  continue  my 
enquiries  into  Milton's  art  of  verfiiica^ 
don.  Smce»  howKver  «iii|ute  the  era- 
ployment  may  appear,  of  aislyiin^  lines 
into  fjrUables,  and  whatever  4rt4icule 
snay  be  incurred  by  a  iblemn  deliberation 
upon  accents  and  paufes,  it  is  certain 
that  without  this  petty  knowledge  no 
man  can  be  a  poet;  and  that  frcNn  the 
*  proper  difpoiition  of  fingle  founds  re* 
Hilts  that  harmony  that  adds  force  tOTea- 
ibn,  and  giyes  gwce  to  fublimity;  th^ 
ftackles  attention,  and  governs  wu(non&. 

That  verfe  may  be  melodious  and 
|>leafing,  it  is  neceflfarv,  not  onlvthat 
the  words  be  fo  ranged  as  chat  tne  ac- 
cent may  fall  in  it's  proper  place,  but 
that  the  (Vllables  themfelves  be  fo  cho- 
fcn  as  to  Mw  fmoothly  into  one  another. 
This  is  to  be  effe^ed'by  a  proportionate 
mixtnre  of  Vow#b  and  conibnants,  and 
by  tempering  the  mute  confonants  with 
liquids  and  lemivowels.  The  Hebrew 
grammarians  have  obicrved,  that  it  is 
impofltble  to  pronounce  two  confonants 
without  tlie  intervention  of  a  vowel,  or 
without  fome  emiilion  of  the  breath  be- 
tween one  and  the  others  this  is  longer 
and  more  perceptibis,  as  the  founds  oi 


the  confonants  are  leis  harmonically 
conjoined,  and,  by  coniequence,  the 
flow  of  the  verfe  is  longer  interrupted. 

It  is  pronounced  by  Dryden,  .that  a 
line  of  monolyilables  is  alroofl  always 
harih.  This,  with  regard  to  our  lan- 
guage, is  evidently  true,  not  becaufe  mo- 
nofyllabks  cannot  compofe  hannonyj» 
but  bccauie  our  monofyUables  being  of 
Teutonick  original,  or  formed  by  con- 
tradion,  commonly  begin  and  end  with 
•confonants. 


— — ETcry  lower  faculty 
Offenfef  wberky  tbty  hearffee,fmefff  tweb^ 

The  difference  of  hamoony  ariHng 
^ncipally  from  the  collocation  of  vow* 
els  and  confonants,  will  be  fufficiently 
conceived  by  attending  to  the  following 
paflages  \ 

InuBortsl  Amaraot^there  grows 

And  flow^n  aloft,  ihadiog  the  fount  of  lUe^ 

And  where  the  river  of  blifs  through  mi^ 

of  Hetvtn 
BfXli  oV  Elyfianfiovi'rt  ber  amicrftrt0it} 
With  thefe  that  never  fade,  the  fpiriu  e!M 
Bind  tbeir  re^IttuUnt  locks  invfreatb^J  vifh 

btams* 

The  fame  comparifon  that  I  propofe 
to  be  made  between  the  fourth  and  bxth 
vcrfcs  of  this  paflage*  may  be  repeated 
between  the  laft  lines  of  the  following 
quotations : 

Under  foot  the  violet, 
CrociUy  and  hyacinth,  with  rich  in-lay 
Broider^d  tbi  grmnd^  more  £oIwr*dtban  vntk 

Of  cotttieft  emblem. 

Here  in  clofe  rec? ft, 
With  (lowers,  glands,  and  fwcet-fmcUing 

Digitized  by  GoOg^i^'* 


tut  RAMfiLSKt 


199 


Hlmfedlte  Ibft  deck'4  her  nuptial  bed| 
^^  b«Hf*nIj  cbtks  tb$  bywuntOMfiimi. 

Miltooi  wfaoTe  ear  had  been  accuftoin«. 
edy  not  only  to  tbemufick  of  the  anci- 
tnt  tonguety  whkhy  howcYervitiated  by 
•ur  prommciatioD,  excel  all  thst  are 
BOW  in  \j£tf  but  to  the  foftneit  of  thcr 
Italian^  the  inoft  mellifluous  of  all  mo- 
dern poetry,  (eema  fully  convmced  of 
the  unfitnefft  of  our  hiiguage  for  finooth 
▼erfiicatiotty  and  is  therefore  pkafed 
wi^  an  opportunity  of  calling  in  a 
Ivfter  word  to  his  aiUftancei  tor  this 
ieafiin»  and  I  believe  for  this  only,  he 
fixnetiroes  indulges  himfelf  in  a  loitf  ie- 
ries  of  proper  names,  and  intnxnices 
them  where  diey  add  jlittJe  but  mufick 
«» his  poem* 

-*->Thencher  feat 
Of  Attbalipa,  and  yet  uofpoIlM 
Cutana^  whofe  great  dcy  Cerioo'i  ions 

The  aaoon— The  Tuibu)  artift  views 
Ac  eveninf ,  from  the  top  of  Fefble 
Or  in  Val£ffiw,  to  deicry  ntw  landii     ■■ 

He  has  indeed  been  more  attentive  to 
his  fyllables  than  to  his  accents,  and 
does  not  often  offend  by  collifions  of 
coniboants,  or  openings  of  vowels  upon 
each  other,  at  kaft  not  more  often  than 
other  writers  who  have  had  lefs  impor  • 
tant  or  complicated  fiibje^s  to  take  off 
their  care  from  the  cadence  of  their 
lines. 

The  great  peculiarity  of  Milton's  ver- 
fification,  compared  with  that  of  later 
poets,  is  the  elifion  of  one  vowel  be- 
fore another,  or  the  fupprefRon  of  the 
laft  fyllable  of  a  word  ending  with  a 
vowel,  when  a  vowel  begins  the  follow- 
ing word^    As-— 

Knowledge—— 
OppreiTes  elfe  with  furfcit,  and  ibon  turns 
Wifdom  to  folly,  as  nonriihment  to  wind. 

This  licence,  though  now  difufed  in 
Xnglifti  poetry,  was  praflifcd  by  our 
old  writers,  and  is  allowed  in  many  other 
lan^ages,  ancient  and  modern ;  and 
therefore  the  criticks  on  Paradife  Loft 
have,  without  much  deliberation,  com- 
mended Milton  for  continuing  it.  But 
one  language  canpot  commynicafe  it's 
xules  to  another.  We  have  al  ready  tried 
and  rejc^led  the  hexameter  of  the  an- 
cients, the  double  dofe  of  ihe  Italians, 


and  the  alexandrine  of  the  French}  and 
the  eliiion  ofvowefs,  hbwever  gracefiil 
it  may  fecm  to  other  nations*  may  be 
very  unftiitable  to  the  genivs  oi  tbir 
EngUfli  tongae* 

Thenr  19  reafon  to  beUevv  that  vre  have 
n^eentlv  lo(t  part  of  our  vowels,  and 
that  the  fiient  e  which  our  anceflors  ad- 
dad  to  fome  of  our  mottoiylhd)les,  wa« 
once  vo«al.  "By  tMs  detruoodtion  otfour  • 
fyllablts,  anr  kmgua^  b  overib>cked 
with  coidbnantt,  uid  it  is  more  neeeflarf 
to  add  vowels  to  the  beginning  of  words^ 
than  to  cut  them  off  firom  the  end. 

Milton  therefore  feems  to  haye  ibme- 
what  miftaken  the  nature  of  our  lan- 
guage, of  which  the  chief  defeft  is  mg-> 
fi;edivefs  and  afperitv,  aad  has  left  our 
narfli  cadences  yet  narfher.  Buthiseli- 
iioiift  are  not  all  eoually  to  be  cenfuredf 
in  ibme  fyllables  tney  may  be  allowed^ 
and  perhaps  in  a  tew  may  be  iafehf 
imitated.  The  abfciffion  of  a  vowel  it 
tmdoubtedly  vicious  when  it  is  ftrongly 
founded,  and  niakes,  with  it*s  affociata 
confonant,  a  full  and  audible  fyllablQ. 


-What  he  gives. 


Spiritual,  ma^  to  pureft  fpirits  be  found 
iSTo  ingratefiil  ibod,  and  fiwd  alike  thef«  p«i«a 
.Ifltelligential  fubftances  requue. 

Fndts        Hefperian  fables  troe. 
If  true,  here  m^,  and  of  delisious  tafte» 

«— Evening  now  approachM, 
For  we  have  aJfo  our  evening  and  our  mmy . 

Of  gueftt  he  makes  them  flavet, 
Jnhofplca^iy,  and  kills  tfaehr  hifant  malei. 

And  vital  Virfve  infused,  and  vital  warmth 
Throughout  the  fluid  mafs.-— « 

Ood  made  tim  of  choice  his  own,  and  cf. 
his  own 
To(ervehun» 

I  believe  every  reader  will  agree  that 
in  all  thofe  pa(&ges,  though  notcquallj^ 
in  all,  the  mufick  is  injured,  and  \Xk 
fome  the  mfeaning  obfcured.  There  are  . 
other  lines  in  which  the  vowel  is  cut  off, 
but  it  is  fo  iaintly  pronounced  in  com- 
mon Ijieech,  that  the  lofs  of  it  in  poetry 
&»  fcarccly  perceived ;  and  therefore  fuch 
compliance  with  the  meafure  may  bo 
allowed. 

Nature  breeds 
Penrerfe,  nil  monftrous,  all  prodlgioui  thingtt 
Abomina^/?,  inuttera^A*;  and  vrorfe 
Than  fables  yet  have  fci^nM 

— From  the  Aore 
They  vlew*d  the  M&.  immsnfiira^/f  abyfs. 
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Impenetn^y  In^al*^  Widi<ircling  fire. 
To  none  ^ommunica^/r  in  earth  or  hcar^n* 

Yet  even  thefe  contnftiaiis  encrcaft 
tbe  roughnert  of  a  lanruige  too  rough 
already^  and  though  in  umg  poems  thejr 
AM^bc  foraetiinet  iu6fered»  it  never  can 
be  faulty  to  forbear  them. 

Mihon  frequently  ufes  in  hit  poerat 
the  hypermetrical  or  redundant  Uoe  of 
rieren  fyllablet. 

— Thmfh  (ban  beM 
Nlm  who  to  ifPMth  in  womaa  over-tniftMr 
Lttiherwitt    ' 


I  aUb  enM  Iaover>Bnch 


Vedes  of  this  kind  occur  ahnoll  in 

Epage;  but  though  they  arenotun - 
gordiflbnanty  they  ought  not  to 
oitted  into  beroick  poetry^  finc« 
the  narrow  limits  of  our  language  allow 
MS  no  other  diftin^on  of  epick  and  tra* 
gidc  meafiuiea,  than  is  anbrded  by  tfaa 
liberty  of  chai^^ii%  at  will  the  terminal 
tions  of  the  dranutick  linesi  and  bring^i* 
i^  them  by  that  relaxation  of  raetiicat 
rigour  nearer  to  proie« 


V^  LXXXIX.    TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22,  1751. 

'  nVLCS  SIT  PtCiyiBI  IN  LOCO. 

Hoa. 
WISDOM  AT  raoria  times  is  will  roacoT* 


LOCKE,  whom  there  is  no  reafbn 
to  fufpcft  of  being  a  favourer  of 
idlenefs  or  libertinifm,  has  advanced, 
that  whoever  hopes  to  employ  anjr  part 
of  his  time  with  efficacy  and  vigoiu', 
nuft  allgiw  ibme  of  it  to  pafs  in  uiiics. 
It  is  beyond  the  powers  ot  humanity  to 
%iiid  a  whole  life  in  profoMknl  ftody  and 
intenfe  meditation,  and  the  moft  rigo- 
rous «xa£Urs  of  induftry  and  ferioufnefs 
have  appointed  hours  for  relaxation  and 
amufement. 

It  is  certaih,  that,  with  or  without  our 
tonfmtf  ^any  of  the  few  moments  al- 
lottti  us  will  Aide  imperceptibly  away. 
And  that  tbe  mind  will  break  frem  con- 
fnement  to  it*s  fbted  tafk,  into  fudden 
-•xcurfions.  Severe  and  connefted^  at- 
tention is  preferved  but  for  a  fhort  time; 
and  when  a  man  ihuts  himfelf  up  in  his 
ck>ret,  and  bends  his  thoughts  to  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  any  abftrufe  queftion,  he  will 
find  his  fkculcies  continually  (baling  a- 
way  to  more  pleaiing entertainments.  He 
often  perceives  himfelf  tranfportcd,  he 
'  knows  not  how,  to  difbnt  tra6^s  of 
thought ;  and  return  to  his  f)xK  obje£l  as 
from  a  dream,  without  knowing  when 
he  forfook  it,  or  how  long  he  has  been 
abilrafled  from  it. 

It  has  been  obiervcd,  that  the  moft 
ftudious  are  not  always  the  mod  learned. 
Inhere  is,  indeed,  no  great  difficulty  in 
difcovering  tha^.  this  diffirrence  of  pro- 
fidcncy  may  arife  firom  the  difference  of 
intellechial  powers,  of  the  choice  of 
books,  or  the  convenience  of  informa- 
tion. But  I  believe  it  likewife  frequent- 
ly happens^  that  the  moft  reciulb  arc  not 


tbe  moft  vigorous  prolecutors  of  ftudy* 
Many  impofc  upon  the  world,  and  many 
upon  themfdves,  ,by  an  appearance  of 
fevenr  and  exemplary  diligence  5  when 
they,  in  reality,  give  themfchres  up  to 
the  luxury  of  fancy,  pleafe  their  muida 
with  regulating  the  paf^y  or  planning 
out  the  future]  place  themfelves  at  wiu 
in  varied  (ituations  of  happinefs,  and 
/lumber  away  their  days  in  voluntary 
vifions.  In  the  joumev  of  life  fomt 
arc  Jeft  behind,  becaufe  they  arc  natural- 
ly feeble  and  flow}  (bme  oecaufe  they 
mifs  the  way  ;  and  many  becaufe  thejt 
leave  it  by  choice,  and  mflead  of  preft 
fing  onward  with  a  fteady  pace,  detighC 
themfelves  with  momentary  deviations, 
turn  afide  to  pluck  every  flowery  and  re« 
pofe  in  every  (hade. 

There  is  nothing  more  firtal  to  a  man 
whofe  buiinefs  is  to  think,  than  to  have 
learned  the  art  of  regaling  his  mind 
with  thofe  airy  gratihcationi.  Other 
vices  or  follies  are  refbained  by  fear, 
reformed  by  admonition,  or  rejeaed  bjt 
the  convi6Uon  which  the  companfon  of 
our  condu^  with  that  of  others  may  in 
time  produce.  But  this  invifibk  riot  of  \ 
thcramd,  this  fecret  prodigality  of  being,  y 
is  fccure  from  deteaion,  and  fearlefs  of 
reproach.  The  dreamer  retires  to  hit 
apartments,  (huts  out  the  cares  and  ia* 
terruptions  of  mankind,  and  abandona 
himfelf  to  his  own  fancy;  new  worlds 
rife  up  before  him,  one  image  is  fol<* 
lowed  by  another,  and  a  long  fucceffion 
of  deKgnts  dances  round  him.  He  is 
at  laft  called  back  to  life  by  nature,  or 
by  cuftam,  and  enters  poeyiih  into  fo- 
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detyy  btfcairre  m  caiuiot  model  it  to  hn 
own  will.  Re  retum$  from  his  idk 
excurfions  with  theaQyeritj,  thoughnot 
'With  the  knowied^y  cf  a  ftudenty  and 
Kaftens  again  to  the  fame  felicity  with 
the  eagcrnels  of  a  man  bent  i^n  the 
adirancement  of  ibmc  favourite  Icience. 
^The  infatuation  ftrcncrhens  by  degrees, 
and,  like  the  poifon  of  opiates,  w^ens 
tiis  powers,  without  any  exteriial  fymp- 
tora  of  malignity. 

It  haopens,  indeed,  that  thele  hypo- 
ttites  ot  learning  are  in  time  dete^ed, 
and  convinced  by  difgmce  and  di(ap- 
pointment  of  the  difference  between  the 
labour  of  thought,  and  the  Iport  of 
mufing.  But  this  difcovery  is  often 
not  made  till  it  is  too  late  to  recover 
the  time  that  has  been  fooled  away.  A 
thoufiili4  adcideitts  may,  indeed, awaken 
drones  to  a  more  early  fenfe  of  their 
danger  and  their  (hame.  But  they  who 
are  convinced  of  the  nccefTity  of  break- 
ing from  this  habitual  drowlintfs,  too 
of&B  rebpfe  in  fpite  of  their  refblution ; 
-brthok  ideal  fcducers  ore  always  near, 
and  neither  any  particularity  of  time 
tkor  place  is  neceflarv  to  their  influence  $ 
tfaer  invade  the  ibul  without  warning, 
aaci  have  often  charmed  down  refiftance 
bafore  their  approach  is  perteived  or 
fuipeaed. 

Thia  captivity,  however,  it  is  necef- 
.fiiry  for  every  man  to  break,  who  hat 
atty  defire  to  be  wile  or  uPrfiil,  to  paH^ 
hit  lile  with  the  efteem  of  others,  or  to 
look  back  with  iatisfa^lion  from  his  old 
afpe  upon  his  eaHier  years.  In  order  to 
le^ain  Itbeity,  he  muft  find  the  means 
ofiytAg  from  bhttfelf ;  he  muft,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  Stoick  precept,  teach  hit 
-delirea  to  kx,  upon  external  things  j  he 
mak  adopt  ttie  jo^s  and  the  pains  of 
Otbtrt,  and  excite  m  his  mind  the  want 
W  ibcial  pleafures  and  amicable  com- 
'  munication. 

It  ts,  perhaps,  not  impodlble  to  pro* 
mote  the  cure  of  this  mental  maladv, 
by  dak  application  to  (bme  new  ftudy 
which  may  pour  in  frefh  ideas,  and 
^Lm  curioiity  in  perpetual  motion.  But 
ihicfy  reavkes  Solitude,  and  folitude  is 
a  ffaite  (umgerous  to  thofe  who  are  too 
nisch  accuftomed  to  (ink  into  themfelves. 
-A£live  employment,  orpublickpleafure, 
is  ^nerallv  a  neceflary  part  of  this  intel- 
k^ual  regunen,  without  which,  though 
forae  reTiifllon  my  be  obtained,  a  com- 
plete curt  wiUicarceiy  be  eSe&od^ 


'20I 

This  Is  a  fbrmidaWcatid  obftinate  dif- 
eafe  of  the  intellc£l,  of  which,  when  it 
"has  once  become  radicated  by  time,  the 
remedy  is  one  of  the  hardeft  talks  of  rea^ 
fon  and  of  rirtue.  It*s  flightcft  attacks, 
therefore,  fhould  be  watchfully  oppoftdj 
"and  he  that  finds  the  fi-igid  and  narco, 
tick  infeftion  beginhing  to  feize  him, 
ihouM  turn  his  whole  attention  againft 
it,  and  check  it  at  the  firft  diicovery  by 
proper  counteraftion. 

The  great  refolution  to  be  formed, 
when  happinefs  and  virtue  are  thus  for- 
midably invaded,  is,  that  no  part  of  life 
be  fpent  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  oi-  indif- 
ference ;  but  that  fome  plcafurc  be  found 
for  every  moment  that  is  not  devoted  to 
labour;  and  fhat,  whenever  the  necef- 
fanr  bufinefs  of  life  ^ws  irklbme  or 
diigufting,  an  intonediate  transition  be 
made  to  diveriion  and  gaiety# 

After  the  exercifes  which  the  health 
of  the  body  requires,  and  which  have 
themlelves  a  natural  tendency  to  aftuate 
and  invigorate  the  mind,  the  raoft  eligi- 
ble amulement  of  a  rational  being  feems 
to  be  that  interchange  of  thoughts  which 
is  praftifed  in  free  and  eafy  conveila- 
tionj  wherefufpicionis  banilhedbyex* 
perience,  and  emulation  by  benevolence  j 
whei-e  every  maa  fpeaks  with  no  other 
reitraint  than  unwillingnefs  to  ofLnJ, 
and  hears  with  no  other  difpofition  than 
defire  to  be  pleaied. 

There  muft  be  a  time  in  which  every 
man  trifles;  and  the  only  choice  that  na- 
ture offers  us,  is,  to  trifle  in  company 
or  alone.  To  join  profit  with  plcalure, 
has  been  an  old  precept  among  men  who 
have  had  very  dilfcrwit  conceptions  of 
profit.  All  have  agreed  that  our  araufe- 
mentsfhould  not  terminate  wlx>lly  in  the 

Erefent  moment,  but  contribute  more  or 
;is  to  fimuT  advantage.  Hethatamufct 
himfelf  among  weU-chofen  companions, 
can  fcarcely  fail  to  receive,  from  the 
moftcai-elefs  and  obflrepcrous  merriment 
which  virtue  can  ailow,  fomc  ufef^il 
hints;  nor  can  canvcrfe  on  the  mod  fa- 
miliar topicks,  without  Ibmc  cafual  in- 
formation. The  loofe  fparkles  of  thought- 
lefs  wit  may  give  new  light  to  the  mind, 
and  the  gay  contention  for  pai^oxical 
podtions  re6lify  the  opinions. 

This  is  the  time  io  which  thofe  frlend- 
fhips  that  give  happinefs  or  con  blation, 
rehef  or  fecurity,  are  gnptrcnilly  formed. 
A  wife  and  good  man  is  n^ver  fo  ami- 
able as  iu  his  imbend«xl  ss.d  familiar  in- 
C  c  tervals. 
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tenrals.  Herolck  generofity,  or  philo- 
fophical  difipoveries,  may  compel  vene- 
ration and  reCj^cSii  but  love  alwayt  im- 
plies Tome  kind  of  natural  or  voluntary 
equality,  and  is  only  to  be  excited  by 
tiiat  levity  and  checrfulncfi  which  dif- 
encumbcrs  all  minds  from  awp  and  fo- 
ficitude,  invites  the  modeft  to  freedoms 
and  exalts  the  timorous  to  confidence. 
This  eafy  gaiety  is  certain  to  plcafe, 
whatever  be  the  chandler  ©f  hiin  that 
exerts  it ;  if  our  fuperiors  dcfcend  from 
ihcir  elevation,  we  love  them  for  leffcn- 
ing  the  diftancq  at  which  we  are  placed 
below  them  ;  and  inferiors,  from  whom 
vft  can  receive  no  Uftina:  advantage,  will 
always  keep  our  affc6Uons  while  theu* 


rprightlinei*  aad  mlrdi  contribute  to  oar 
picture. 

Every  man  finds  himfelf  differentlys 
affttfted  by  the  fight  of  fortrdles  of  war,  \ 
and   palaces  of  pleafurei   ^>^   look  on   ^ 
the  height  and  ftrength  of  the  bulwarks     \ 
with  a  kind  of  gloomy  (atisfafUon,  for      \ 
we  cannot  think  of  defence  without  ad- 
mitting images  of  danger  5  but  we  range 
delighted  ami  jocund  through  the  gay 
apartments  of  the  palace,  becaufe  no- 
tnin?  is  impreficd  by  them  on  the  mind 
but  joy  and  fcftivity.     Such  is  the  dif- 
ference between  great  and  amiable  cha- 
ra6liir$i    with  proteftors   we  ai-c  fafc, 
with  companions  we  arc  happy. 


N»XC.  SATURDAY,  JANUARY   26,  175 u 


IH    TSNCI    LABOK* 


Vmo. 


WHAT    TOIL    IN    SLKNDta    THINGS  ! 


IT  is  very  difficult  to  write  on  the 
minuter  parts  of  literature  withmit 
failing  cither  to  pleafe  or  inftnift.  Too 
much  nicety  of  actail  difgufts  the  great- 
eft  part  of  readers ;  and  to  throw  a  mul- 
titude of  particulars  under  general  heads, 
and  lay  down  rules  of  cxtenllve  comprc- 
henfion,  is  to  connnon  underfhndings 
of  little  ufc.  They  who  undertalce  thcfe 
fiibjefts  arc  therefore  always  in  danger, 
as  one  or  other  inconvenience  ariles  to 
their  imagination,  of  fi-ighting  us  with 
rugged  lcicnce»  or  amufmg  us  witk 
empty  fbund. 

In  criticifine  the  work  of  Milton, 
there  is,  indeed,  opportunity  to  intei- 
fperfe  paflTagirs  that  can  hardly  fail  to 
relieve  the  lan^ruors  of  attention ;  and 
fince,  in  examining  the  variety  and  choice 
of  the  paufes  with  which  he  has  divcr- 
lified  his  numbers,  it  will  be  nectflary 
to  exhibit  the  lines  in  which  they  are  to 
be  found,  perhaps  the  remarks  maybe 
well  compenfatcd  by  ttie  examples,  and 
th;  irkftmjenefs  of  grammatical  dilquiil- 
tions  fomcwhat  alleviated. 

Milton  formed  his  fcheme  of  verfifi- 
cation  by  the  poets  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
whom  ne  propofed  to  himlclf  for  his 
models,  io  far  as  the  difference  of  his 
language  from  theirs  would  peimit  the 
imitation.  There  are  indeed  many  in- 
con  venicncits  infcparable  from  our  htro- 
ick    meafurc  compared   vuJU   that   of 


Homer  and  Virgil;  inconvenienciet 
wliich  it  is  no  reproach  to  Milton  not  to 
have  overcome,  becaufc  they  are  in  their 
own  nature  infuperablei  but  againft 
which  he  has  ftruggled  with  fo  much 
art  and  diligence,  tteit  he  may  at  leaft 
be  faid  to  have  deferved  fucccfs. 

The  hexameter  of  the  ancients  raav 
be  confidei-ed  as  confifting  of  fifteen  fvl^ 
lables,  fo  melodioufiy  difpofed,  tnat 
as  every  one  knows -who  has  examined 
the  poetical  authors,  very  pleafing  and 
ibnorous  lyrick  mealures  ane  formed 
from  the  fragments  of  the  heroick.  It 
is,  indeed,  fcarce  poilible  to  break  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  but  thtit  in*venuti  etiam 
disjeBi  membra  poet^^  fomc  harmony 
will  ilill  remain,  and  the  due  proportions 
of  found  will  always  be  difcovend. 
This  meafure  therefore  allowed '  great 
variety  of  paufes,  and  great  liberties  of 
connefling  one  verle  with  another,  be- 
caufc wherever  the  line  was  interrupted » 
either  part  fingly  was  mufical.  But  the 
ancients  feem  to  have  confined  this  pri- 
vilegd  to  hexameters ;  foi*  in  their  dhtt 
meaftn-es,  though  longer  than  the  Eng- 
H(h  heroick,  thoft  xvho  wrote  after  the 
refinements  of  vcri'rfication,  Tcnture  {'^ 
feldom  to  change  their  paufes,  that  every 
variation  may  l>e  fuppofed  rather  a  com- 
pliance with  necefiity  than  the  choice  of 
judgment. 

iCfikon  was  conftrained  within  the 
naiTOW 
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narrow  liinitt  of  a  mcafure  not  very 
hantionious  in  the  utmoft  pcrfcftion; 
^c  finglc  parts,  therefore,  mto  which 
it  was  to  be  Ibmetimcs  brok:n  by  paufes, 
were  in  daMxr  of  loHng  the  very  form 
ofverfc.  This  has,  pertiaps,  notwkh- 
fbnding  all  his  care,  fometimes  hap- 
pened. 

As  harmony  is  the  end  of  poetical 
meafui^s,  no  part  of  a  verfe  ought  to  be 
fo  fcparatcd  from  the  reft  as  not  to  re- 
main ftiil  more  haimonlous  than  profc, 
or  to  ihcw,  by  the  difpolition  ctf  the 
tones,  that  it  is  part  of  a  verfe.  This 
rule  in  the  old  hexameter  might  be  eafily 
©bferved,  but  in  EngFiih  will  very  fre- 
cucntly  be  in  danger  of  violation  j  for 
the  order  and  regularity  of  accents  can- 
not well  be  perceived  in  a  fucccffion  of 
fewer  than  thwc  fyllables,  which  will 
confine  the  Enfflifli  poet  to  only  five 
paufes:  it  beingiuppoted  that,  when  he 
conneos  one  Kne  with  another,  he  fhould 
never  make  a  full  naufe  at  lefs  dl(hmce 
than  tibat  of  three  (yllables  from  the  be- 
ginning or  end  of  a  verfe. 

That  this  rule  Ihould  be  univerfally 
and  indifpen(ably  eftablilhed,  perhaps 
cannot  be  granted;  fomething  may  be 
allowed  to  i^ariety,  and  fometliing  to 
the  adaptation  of  the  numbers  to  the 
lubjea-,  but  it  will  be  found  ecnerall^r 
fiece(&ry,  and  the  ear  will  feldom  fail 
to  ftiffer  by  it's  negle^. 

Thus  when  a  fmgle  fyllable  is  cut  oft 
from  the  reft,  it  muft  either  be  united  to 
the  line  with  which  the  fenfe  connects 
it,  or  be  founded  alone.  If  it  be  united 
to  the  other  line,  it  corrupts  it's  har- 
mony i  if  disjoined,  it  mult  ftand  alone, 
and  with  regard  to  mufick  be  fuperflu- 
ous ;  for  there  is  no  harmony  in  a  fingle 
imind,  becaui^  it  has  no  proportion  to 
another. 

Hypocrites  aufterely  talk, 
Defaming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
J^uni  and  commands  to  Tome,  leaves  free  to 

alL 

When  two  fyllables  likewife  arc  ab* 
Icinded  from  the  reft,  they  evidently 
want  fomc  aflbciatc  founds  to  make  them 
harmonious. 

ii— Eyes— >  

—mete  wakcfil  than  to  drouse, 
Charm*d  with  Arcadian  pipe,  the  paft'ral 

Cf  Hermesj  or  hii  opiate  rod#    Mea^vbii^ 


To  r«-falttte  the  WJiid  wth  (acred  I'lght 
Leucothea  wak^d. 

He  ended,  and  the  fun  gave  fignal  high 
To  the  brightminifterthat  watch'd:  he  ^iew 
His  trumpet. 

Firft  in  the  eaft  his  glorious  lamp  was  fcen, 
Regent  of  day ;  and  all  th*  horizon  round 
Invefted  with  bright  rays,  jocund  to  run 
His  longitude  through  heavVs  high  road  | 

the  gray 
Dawn,  and  the  Pleiades,  before  him  dancM, 
Shedding  fweet  influence. 

The  fame  defeft  Is  perceived  in  the 
following  line,  where  the  paufe  is  at  the 
fecond  fyllabje  fi-om  the  bcgiiming. 

The  race » 
Of  that  wild  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard 
In  Rhodope,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  eare 
To  rapture,  *till  the  favage  clamour  drawn'd 
Both  harp  and  voiccjnor  could  the  m\ifc  defend 
Her  Jon.  So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores. 

When  the  paufe  falls  upon  the  t|iird 
fyllable  or  the  feventh,  the  harmony  is 
better jprefervedj  but  as  the  third  and 
feventh  are  weak  fyllables,  the  period 
leaves  the  cai*  unfatisfied,  and  in  expec-  ^ 
tation  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  verfe. 

He,  with  his  horrid  crew. 
Lay  vanquifli'd,  rolling  in  the  fiery  gulph 
Confounded  dioogh  itmoiOTtai*  But  his  doom 
RefervM  him  to  more  wrath }  for  now  the 

thought 
Both  of  loft  happincis  and  hfting  pain 
Torments  bim* 

God— with  frequent  intercourfc,! 
Thither  will  fend  his  winged  mcftengers 
On  errands  of  fupernal  grace.     So  fung 
The  glorious  train  afcendmj^* 

It  may  be,  I  think,  eftablUhed  as  ^ 
rule,  that  a  paufe  which  concludes  » 
period  fhouW  be  made  for  the  moft  part 
upon  aftrong  fyllable,  as  the  fourth  and 
fixth }  but  thofe  paufes  which  only  fu- 
fpend  the  kw^t  m:ty  be  placed  upon  the 
weaker.  Thus  the  reft  in  the  third  line 
'  rfthe  firft  paiTagc  fatisfies  the  ear  better 
than  in  the  fourth,  and  the  clofe  of  the 
fecond  quotation  better  than  of  the  third. 

Th^  evil  foon 
Drawn  back,  redounded  (as  a  ftood)  on  thoic 
From  whom  \tf^ung)  impoflible  to  mix 
With  ileffcdiiefs. 

-—What  we  by  day 
liQP  overgrown*  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind, 
*^     ■  *Cca  Oir 
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One  night  or  two  with  WMton  growthderidesy 
Tending  tow/A/. 

The  pths  and  bow'n  doubt  not  but  our 
joint  hands 
Will  keep  from  wildcmefs  with  cafe  as  wide 
Aji  we  need  waUcy  till  younger  hands  ere  long 

The  reft  in  the  fifth  place  has  the  fame 
inconvenience  a»  in  the  feventh  and 
third)  that  the  fyllable  is  weak. 

Beaft  now  with  bead  *gan  war,  and  fbw}  with 

fbwl, 
AT»d  fifli  with  fifli,  to  graxe  the  herb  alileaving, 
Devoured  each  other ;  nor  ftood  much  in  awe 
Of  man,  but  Aed  blm,  or  with  countenance 

grim, 
GlarM  on  him  pafs/Aj;. 

The  npblcft  and  moft  mi^eiHck  paufes 
which  our  vciiification  admits,  are  upon 
the  fourth  and  fixth  fylbbles;  which 
are  both  ftrongly  founded  in  a  pure  and 
regular  vcffe,  and  at  cither  of  which  the 
line  is  fo  divided,  that  both  menibcrs 
participate  of  harmony. 

But  now  at  laft  the  facred  inftuf  nCc 
Of  light  tf*^«,  and  from  the  walls  of  heav'n 
Shoots  far  into  the  bofom  of  dim  night 
A  glimmering  dawn:  here  nature firft bcgini 
Her  fardieft  verge,  and  chaos  to  retire. 

But  far  above  all  others,  if  I  can  give 
any  credit  to  ray  own  ear,  is  the  reft  upon 


Ihe  fixth  fyUahle^  wfaichtaking  tn  xcaaBU 
plctc  tonipals  of  found,  fuch  as  is  fulfi- 
cient  to  coaftitute  on^  of  our  lyrick  mea-' 
fures,  makes  a  full  and  fcknm  clofe* 
Some  pa0a^s  which  conclude  it  thi« 
ilop,  I  couU  never  read  without  (bme 
ftroogem^ttiontof  delight  or  adounition* 

Before  the  bHli  appeared,  or  fountaitf  flow'd» 
Thou  with  the  eternal  wifdom  didftconverief 
Wii'dom  thy  filler}  and  with  her  didft  play 
In  prcfcnce  of  the  Almighty  Father,  pleated 
With  thy  celeftiaiywjfj. 

Or  other  wo^ldt  they  (kem^d,  or  hap^  iHcv 
L'^ke  thofe.  Hefpenan  gardens  famM  oif  old. 
Fortunate  fields,  andgroves,  and  fiow*ry  vales» 
Thrice  happy  iflcs!Butwbodwelt happy  tbcie« 
He  fiaid  not  to  inquire* 

Heblcw 
His  tnunpet,  beard  in  Oreh  fiace,  pe^p* 
When  God  deicended  $  and,  perhaps,  oocft^ 

more 
To  ibundat  general  dcamm 

If  the  poetry  of  Milton  beex^minedp. 
With  re^rd  to  the  paufes  and  flow  of 
his  verier  into  each  other,  it  will  appear, 
that  he  has  performed  aQ  that  our  lan- 
guage would  admit;  and  the  compari* 
fon  of  liis  numbers  with  thofe  who  nave 
cultivated  the  fame  manner  of  writing, 
will  fliow  that  he  excelled  aa  much  in  the 
lower  as  the  higher  paits  of  his  art,  and  . 
that  his  Ikill  in  harmony  was  not  lc& 
than  his  invention  or  his  learning. 


N^XCI.  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  29,  17SU 

DULCIS  INIXPERTIS    CULTURA    POTINTIS    AMlCIy 
XXrCRTUI    MKTDIl. 

Hoft. 

TO  COOKT   THC  GRKAT  OKZS,    AND-  TO  S«OTH  TNCIII   ?MJ>«t 

•  XEMS  A  SWKXT   TASK   TO  TH06E   THAT  N£V£R   THED  } 

JIUT   THOSE  THAT  HAVE,.  KNOW  WELL   THAT  DANGER^t  NBAR« 


THE  Sciences  having  long  Cten  their 
votaries  labouring  for  the  benefit 
of  marie ir.d  without  reward,  put  up  their 
petition  lo  Ju filter  for  a  moic  equitable 
difti  I'^ution  of  riches  and  honours.  Ju- 
piter was  moved  at  their  comphjints, 
and  touched  with  the  approaching  mifc- 
rics  cf  men  j  whom  the  Sci«fnces#  wearied 
with  pei-pctual  ingratit\idc,  were  now 
thrcr^^^cning  to  fcrfaiCe;  and  who  would 
haw  bicn  retiuced  by  their  departure  to 
feed  in  dens  upon  the  mnit  of  trees,  to 
hunt  their  prey  in  dclcrtsimd  to  periih 


CtEECH# 

under  the  paws  of  ajiiraals  fhongcr  zai 
fic-cer  than  theml'elves. 

A  fynod  of  the  ceicftials  was  there- 
fme  convened,  in  which  it  was  refoived, 
tlirt  Patronage  fbould  defcend  to  thr 
alTiftance  of  the  Scienc<:s.  Patronage 
Vv^s  the  daughter  of  Aflrea,  by  a  mor- 
tal father,  and  had  been  educated  in  the 
fchool  of  Truth,  by  the  goddeilcs, 
whom  (he  was  now  appointed  t<y  proteft. 
She  had  from  her  mother  that  dignity  of 
al'pe^V,  which  ftnicic  terror  into-falfc  me- 
rit }  and  from  her  miftrefs  that  itifei-ve 

which 
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Wludi  made  her  only  tccefllble  ta  thofe 
wtxnn  the  Sciences  brought  into  her 
prefence. 

She  came  down*  with  the  general  2C- 
clamation  of  all  the  powers  that  favour 
learaia^*  Hope  danced  before  her>  a^i 
LiberaSty  ftood  at  her  (ide,  readv  to 
fcatter  by  her  dire6lion  the  gifti  wnich 
Portune,  who  followed  her,  wa&  com- 
manded to  fupply.  As  /he  advanced 
towards  Pamalfus,  the  cloud  which 
had  long  huagover  it»  was  immediately 
difpelled.  Thefhades,  before  withered 
wiHL  droughty  fpread  their  original, ver- 
dure«  and  the  flowers  that  had  Tan^idi- 
.  ed  with  chillnefs  brlt^tened  their  co- 
loursi  s^  invigorated  their  (cents ;  tlie 
Muica  tuned  their  harps  and  exerted 
thtir  voices  ^  and  all  the  concert  of  na- 
ture w€lcom«d  her  arrival. 

On  Parnaflus  ihe  fixed  her  reddence* 
in  a  palace  raifed  by  the  Sciences,  and 
adorned  with  whatever  could  delight 
theeye^  eUvatothe  iroaginationy  oren- 
laige  the  ^nderiUnding.  Here  ihe  dif- 
peried  dw  gi£t9  of  Fortune  with  the  im- 
partiality of  Jufticcy  and  the  difcem- 
meot  of  Truth*  Her  gate  flood  alwaya 
opcn»  and  Hope  iat  at  the  portal  inviting 
to  entrance  aU  whom  the  Sciences  num- 
bered in  their  train.  The  court  waa 
therefore  thifonged  with  innumerable 
.mukitudes».  of  whom,  though  many  re- 
turned diiappointed,  feldom  any  had  con- 
fidence to  complain ;  for  Patronage  was 
known  to  negfed  few,  but  for  want  of 
the  due  claAina  to  her  regard.  Thoie^ 
therefore*  who  had  folicited  her  favour 
without  fucceft,  generally  withdrew 
from  publick  notice^  and  either  diverted 
tlieir  attention  to  meaner  employments, 
or  eadeavouced  to  fupj^y  theu:  deficien- 
cies by  dofer  application. 

In  time,  however,  the  number  of 
thoTe  who  had  mifcairied  in  their  pre* 
tenfioas  grew  fb  great,  that  they  beoune 
Icia  afh^nedof  their  repulfes}  and  in- 
flcad  of  hiding  their  difgrace  in  ret ire- 
nient,  began  to  befiege  the  gates  of  the 
palace,  and  obfirU^l  the  entrance  of  fuch 
as  they  thought  likely  to  be  more  ca- 
rcfled.  The  decifions  of  Patronage,  yvho 
was  but  halfagoddefs,  had  been  ibme- 
times  erroneous  J  and  though  (he  al- 
yayt  made  hafte  to  refiify  her  miftakes, 
a  few  inftances  of  her  fallibility  encou- 
raged every  one  to  appeal  from  her  judg- 
ment to  his  own  and  that  of  his  com- 
panionsy  who  are  always  ready  to  da- 


mour  in  ^  commoa  canfe,  and  elate 
each  other  with  reciprocal  applaufe. 

Hope  was  a  fteady  friend  to  the  dif^ 
appointed,  and  Irapudfincc  incited  them 
to  accept  a  kcond  invitation*  and  lay 
their  claim  a^ain  before  Patsonage* 
They  were  again,  for  the  moit  part,  ifnt 
back  \vith  i^mui.nlny,  bur  found  Hope 
not  alienate  i,  jnui  Impudence  more  re* 
folutely  zealous  j  tiiey  therefore  con- 
trived new  expedients*  and  hoped  at 
bft  to  prevail  by  their  muhituiies  which 
were  already  increafing,  and  their  per- 
feverance  which  Hope  and  Impudence 
forbade  them  to  relax. 

Patronage  having  been  long  a  ftranger 
to  the  heavenly  aiTemblics,  began  to  de- 
generate towaids  terreftrial  nature,  and 
forset  the  precepts  of  Juftice  and  Truths 
Inuead  of^conhnii^  her  friend/hip  ta 
the  Sciences,  Ihe  fufftred  herlelf,  by  littlo 
and  little,  to  con^'a^  an  acquaintance 
with  Piide,  the  Ion  of  Falfehood,  by 
whofe  embraces  ihe  had  two  daughters^ 
Flattery  and  Caprice.  Flittery  was 
nurfed  by  Liberality,  and  Capi'ice  by 
Fortune,  without  any  afliftance  from 
the  leflbns  of  the  Sciences. 

Patronage  be^an  openly  to  adopt  the 
fentiments  and  imitate  tne  manners  of 
her  hufband,  by  whofe  opinion  fhe  now 
dire6led  her  decifions  with  very  little 
heed  to  the  precepts  of  Truth  ;  and  as 
her  daughters  continually  gained  upon 
her  affections,  tlie  Sciences  loft  their  in- 
fluence, till  none  found  nmch  realbn  to 
boaft  of  their  reception,  but  thofe  wlwoa 
Caprice  or  Flattery  conduced  to  her 
throne. 

The  throngs  who  had  To  long  waited* 
and  fo  often  Been  dlfmiCcd  for  want  of' 
recommendation  from  the  Sciences* 
were  delighted  to  de  tlK  power  of  thofe 
rigorous  goddeffcs  tending  to-  it's  cx- 
tini^lion.  Their  patrovH;flts  now  renew- 
ed their  encouragements,  Hope  ihiiled 
at  the  approach  of  Caprice,  and  Impu- 
dence was  always  at  hand  to  iimoducc 
her  clients  to  Fhttery.  • 
*  Patronage  had  now  learned  to  procure 
herfelf  reverence  byccreraonies  knd  for-  ' 
malities,  and  inftcad  of  adniitting  her 
petitionri*s  to  an  immctUa'e  audience,  or- 
dered the  antichaiiibcr  to  be  crefted, 
called  amons  monals,  the  Hall  of  Ex^ 
pe^lation.  Into  this  hall  the  entrance 
was  cafy  to  thofe  whom  Impudence  had 
configned  to  Flattery,  and  it  was  thei-e- 
fore  croudcdji^h  a  promifcuous  throng, 
^  affembled 
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affcmbW  from  every  comer  of  the  earth, 
prefline  forward  with  the  utmoftcager- 
xicff  of  defirc,  and  agitated  with  all  the 
anxieties  of  competition. 

They  entered  this  general  receptacle 
with  aniour  and  alacrity,  and  made  no 
doubt  of  fpcedy  accefs,  under  the  con- 
dnft  of  Flattery,  to  the  prefcncc  of 
Patronage.  But  it  generally  happened 
that  they  were  here  left  to  their  deftiny, 
for  the  inner  doors  were  committed  to 
Oipricc,  who  opened  and  (hut  them,  as 
it  lecmed,  by  chance,  and  rejefted  or  ad- 
mitted without  any  fettled  nileof  diftinc- 
tion.  In  the  mean  time,  the  miferable 
attendants  were  left  to  wear  out  their 
lives  in  alternate  exultation  and  dejec- 
tion, delivered  up  to  the  fport  of  Sufpi- 
cion,  who  was  always  whifpcring  into 
their  ear  defi™againft  them  which  wtve 
never  fornied,  and  of  Envy,  who  dili- 
gently pointed  out  the  good  fortune  of 
one  or  other  of  their  competitors.  In- 
famy flew  round  the  hall,  and  fcjittercd 
mildews  from  her  wings,  with  which 
every  one  was  ftained;  Reputation  fol- 
lowed her  with  (lower  flight,  and  en- 
deavoured to  hide  the  blemi(hes  with 
paint,  which  was  immediately  brushed 
away,  or  feparatcd  of  itfelf,  and  left  the 
flains  more  viilble;  nor  were  the  fpots 
of  Infamy  «ver  effaced,  but  with  limpid 
water  cfFufed  by  the  hand  of  Time  from 
a  well  which  fprung  up  beneath  the 
throne  of  Truth - 

It  frequently  happened  that  Stience, 
unwilling  to  lofe  the  ancient  prerogative 
of  recommending  to  Patronage,  would 
lead  her  followers  into  the  Hall  of  Ex- 
f  elation  j  but  they  were  foon  difcou- 
ragcd  from  attending,  for  not  only  En- 
vy, and  Sufpicion  incefl!antly  tormented 
them,  but  Impudence  conhdcjicd  them 
is  intniders,  and  incited  Infamy  to 
blacken  them.  They  therefore  quickly 
retired,  but  fcWom  without  feme  fpots 
which  they  could  fcarcely  waih  away, 
and  which  (hewed  that  they  had  once 
waited  in  the  Hall  of  ExpeSation. 


The  reft  continued  to  expert  the  hap- 
py momem,  at  which  Caprice  (hould 
beckon  them  to  approach;  and  endea- 
voured to  propitiate  her,  i\ot  with  Ho- 
merical  harmony,  the  reprefentation  of 
great  a£lions,  or  the  recittl  of  noble  fen- 
timcnts,  but  with  foft  and  voluptuous 
melody,  intermingled  with  the  praifes  of 
Patronage  and  Pnde,  bv  whom  they  were 
heard  at  once  with  pieafure  and  con- 
tempt. 

Some  were  indeed  admitted  by  Ca- 
price, when  they  Icaft  expefttd  it,  and 
heaped  by  Patronage  with  the  gifts  of 
Fortune,  but  they  were  from  that  time 
chaindi  to  her  foot-ftool,  and  condemned 
to  iTgubte  their  lives  by  her  glances  and 
her  nods;  they  feemed  proud  of  their 
manacles,  and  fcldora  complained  of  anjr 
drudgery,  however  fenrile,  or  any  af- 
front, however  contemptuous;  yet  they 
were  often,  notwithlhnding  their  obe- 
dience, feiied  on  a  fudden  by  Caprict» 
divcfted  of  their  ornaments,  and  thnifk 
back  into  the  HaU  cf  Expe^atiou. 

Here  they  mingled  again  with  thetu« 
mult,  and  all,  except  a  few  whom  expc- 
ricncc  had  taught  to  feek  happinefs  in  the 
regions  of  liberty,  contnraed  to  (pcnd 
hours,  and  days,  and  years,  courting 
the  fmile  of  Caprice  by  the  arts  of  Flat- 
tery; till  at  length  new  crowds  prefled 
in  upon  them,  and  drove  them  forth  at 
different  outlets  into  the  habitations  of 
Pifeafe,  and  Shame,  and  Poverty,  and 
Defpalr,  where  they  paflcd  the  refl  of 
their  lives  in  narratives  of  promife«  and 
breaches  of  faith,  of  joys  and  (bnows, 
of  hopes  and  difappointnients. 

The  Sciences,  atter  a  thoufand  indig- 
nities, retired  from  the  palace  of  Pa- 
tronage, and  havii^  long  wandered  over 
the  world  in  grief  and  diftrefs,  were  led 
at  lafl  to  the  cottage  of  IndeDcndence^ 
the  daughter  of  Fortitude;  where  thef 
were  taught  by  Prudence  and  Parfimony 
to  lupport  themfclvcs  in  dignity  ana 
quiet. 
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N<>  XCII.' SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  2,  1751, 

|AM  NUNC  MIMACI  MVKMUKX  COKKVUM 
rSKflTRXMCXS    AUKK6,   JAM    X.ITUI    STKirVNT* 

Hos« 

S.0I    KOW  THE   CLAKXOK^S  VOZCK  X  BtAft* 
IT^S  T^KKAT*N1NG  MUftMUJlS  riKRCE  MINK  EARJ 
AND  IN  THY  LINIS  WITH  BRAZIN  BKXATH 
TMX  TIUMPKT  SOUMo's  THK  ChIarGK  OF  DEATH* 


IT  has  been  lon^  obferved,  that  the 
idea  of  beauty  ts  vague  and  unde- 
fined, diiFerent  in  different  minds,  and 
dxirerriiied  bv  time  or  place.  It  has  been 
a  term  hitncrto  ufed  to  %nify  that 
which  pleafes  us  we  know  not  why,  and 
in  our  approbation  of  which  wc  can 
juftify  ourfclves  only  by  the  concurrence 
of  numbers,  without  much  power  of 
enforcing  our  opinion  upon  others  by 
any  argument,  but  example  and  au- 
thority. It  is,  indeed,  fo  little  fubje6t  to 
the  examinations  of  reafon,  that  Pafchal 
iiiraofes  it  to  end  where  demonflration 
begms,  and  maintains,  that  without 
incongruity  and  abfurdity  we  cannot 
Ipeak  oi  geoffutrkal  beauty. 

To  trace  all  thefources  of  that  vari- 
ons  pleafure  which  we  afcribe  to  the 
agency  of  beauty,  or  to  difentangle  all 
t&  perceptions  involved  in  it's  idea, 
would,  perhaps,  require  a  very  great 
Dart  of  the  life  of  Aridotle  or  Plato.  It 
IS,  however,  in  many  caies,  apparent 
thai  this  quality  is  merely  relative  and 
comparative)  that  we  pronounce  things 
beautiful  becaufe  thev  have  fometbing 
which  we  agree,  for  whatever  reafon,  to 
call  beauty,  in  a  greater  degree  than  we 
hare  been  accuftomed  to  find  it  in  other 
things  of  the  fame  kind ;  and  that  we 
transfer  the  epithet  as  our  knowledge 
increafes,  and  appropriate  it  to  higW 
excellence^  when  higher  excellence 
comes  within  our  view. 

Much  of  the  bcautv  of  writing  is  of 
this  kind  f  and  thererore  Boileau  jufHy 
rem^ks,  that  the  books  which  have  fbcd 
the  tefl  of  time,  and  been  admired  through 
«Uthe  changes  which  the  mind  of  man 
has  fuflfered  from  the  various  revolutions 
of  knowledge,  and  the  prevalence  ot' con- 
trary cufloms,  have  a  better  claim  to  our 
regaid  than  any  modem  can  boaft,  be- 
caufe the  long  continuance  of  their  re- 
putation proves  that  they  are  adequate 
U>  our  ^ulties,  and  agreeable  to  aature. 


FlAKCtS« 

It  18,  however,  the  talk  of  criticifnl 
toefbtbllfh  principles;  to  improve  opi- 
nion into  knowledge  \  and  to  diftinguiih 
thofe  means  of  j^eafmg  which  depend 
upbn  known  caufes  and  rational  de- 
duction, from  the  namelefs  and  inex- 
plicable elegancies  which  appeal  wholly 
to  the  fancy,  from  which  wc  feel  de- 
light, but  know  not  how  they  produce 
it,  and  which  may  well  be  termed  the 
enchantrefles  of  the  foul.  Criticifin  re- 
duces thofe  regions  of  literature  under 
the  dominion  of  fcience,  which  have 
hitherto  known  only  the  anarchy  of 
ignorance,  the  caprices  of  fancy,  and 
the  tyranny  of  prefcription. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  art  of  verfify- 
ing  fo  much  expofed  to  the  power  of 
imagination  as  the  accommodation  of  the 
found  to  the  fenfe,  or  the  reprefentation 
of  particular  images,  by  the  flow  of  the 
verle  in  which  they  arc  exprcffed.  Every 
ftudent  has  innumerable  paflages,  in 
which  he,  and  perhaps  he  alone,  dif- 
covers  fuch  refemblances }  and  fmce  the 
attention  of  the  prefent  race  of  poetical 
readers  (eems  particularly  turned  upon 
this  fpecies  or  elegance,  I  fhall  cnciea^ 
vour  to  examine  how  much  theie  con- 
formities have  been  obferved  by  the 
poets,  or  direCled  by  the  criticks,  how 
far  they  can  be  eflablifhed  upon  nature 
and  reafi>n,  and  on  what  occaiioDS  thqr 
have  been  pra^ifed  by  Milton« 

Homer,  the  fsither  of  all  poetical 
beautjr,  has  been  particularly  celebrated 
by  Dionyfius  of  HalicamaiTus,  as  ht 
itatj  of  all  the  pofUy  exbibitid  ibegreia* 


'  mity  of  paflion,  and  fliUnefsof  repofe  $ 

*  or,  in  which,  •n  the  contrary,  br«» 
«  viry,  fpeed,  and  cagemefs,  are  evi- 

*  vdently  marked  out  by  the  (bund  of 

<  thefyllables.   Thus  the  anpiiAi  and 

<  flow  pace  with  v^ch  the  blind  Poly- 

^  *ph«» 
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•  phcme  groped  out  with  his  hands  the 

•  entrance  ofhis  cave,  are  perceived  in  the 

•  caddnceaftheverfetwhichieicnbeit. 

Mean  time  the  f^fA»^n^ng  with  his  wound. 
Spreads  his  wide  armsy  and  fcarthes  round 
and  round* 

«  POFI. 

The  critick  then  proceeds  to  ihcw, 
that  thetfforts  of  Achilles  ftnia^iflg  in 
bis  annour  again^  the  cun-eut  ofa  river, 
fomettmcsreSfting  and  Ibmctimcs  yield- 
ing, may  be  perceived  in  the  elifions  bf 
the  fyllables,  tlie  flow  iucccflion  of  the 
het,  and  the  ftrengch  of  the  confonants. 

So  oft  the  fnrge,  in  watry  mountains  fpread. 
Beats  on  his  bsck,  or  burfts  upon  hh  head, 
Y«t  dauntkfs  ftill  the  adrnfe  flood  he  braves, 
AndfKU  indignant  boands  above  the  waves. 
^r*d  by  the  tides,  his  knees  relax  with  toil ; 
Wa&'dfroiubenirachluin,flJ(des  the  fliray  foil. 

When  Homer  dcfcribes  the  cnifh  of 
jnen  daihed  againd  a  rock,  he  collets 
thenu>llunpL^iing  and  harfli  founds. 


ytHM, 


-•—His  bloody  hand 


■  SftaCchM  two,  unhtppy !  of  my  martial  band. 
And  daih*d  lUcedog&  againft  the  fbny  floor; 
The  paveaieotfwlms  with  brains  and  mmg- 
Udgorv. 

Pon. 

And  when  he  would  piace  before  the 
cyvs  ibraethfngdreadftil  and  afhmifhing, 
he  makes  choice  of  the  Itfongert  vowels, 
and  the  letters  of  moft  dimcuk  utter- 


loft  the  genuine  pronunciation ;  for  I 
know  not  whether,  in  any  one  of  thcfe 
fnfbnccs,  fvch  firailitudc  can  be  difco- 
vered.  It  (eems,  indeed,  probable,  that 
the  veneration  with  wfaidi  Homer  was 
readt  prodoced  many  fnppofititious  beau  - 
ties ;  for  though  it  is  certain,  that  the 
found  of  manv  ef  hw  Series  very  jufthr 
correfponds  with  the  tliines  expreflecf, 
yet  txdien  the  force  of  his  ntiagination, 
which  Mve  him  full  poflTeflion  of  every 
object,  IS  confidered,  together  with  the 
flexibility  of  his  laagui^e,  of  which  the 
fyllables  might  be  often  coatrafted  or 
dilated  at  pkafure,  it  wiU  feem  unlike- 
ly that  fuch  conformity  fhould  happen 
lefs  frequently  even  without  defign. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  doubted,  that 
Virjil,  who  wrote  amid&  the  light  of 
criticifin,  ax^  who  owed  Co  much  of  his 
fucceis  to  art  and  labour,  endeavoured, 
among  other  excellencies,  to  exhibit  this 
fimilitude;  nor  has  he  been  lefs  happy^ 
in  this  dian  in  the  otho*  graces  of  veiiA- 
cation.  This  felicitv  of  hia  numbers 
was,  at  the  revival  of  learning,  difplky- 
ed  with  great  elegance  by  Vida,  m  bU 
Art  of  Poetry. 

ffMiJfatis  efi  illis  utcunfMecIauJerewfitm,'^ 
Omnia  fed  nunuru  vocmmi  cotteorMhus  apUmt^ 
j^tfueJoHoauacuttquecanuMtbnitantMr^  eii^U 
FtrUrumfjcie,  et  fuojito  carminh  ore,  ^ 
Nam  diver/a  opus    e/i   vtluti  dare  verfibia 

ora~^ 
Hie  meViTr  motuque  pedMirtf  etperi^ibut  alkf 
Mo//e  vtam  tacito  lapfu  per  levta  radit: 
Vie  wutem  memhris^  ac  mole  ignavius  tngent 
Ineedit  tardo  moHmine  fulffidemh 
Bcee  alifuisfuhit  egrefio  ftUcberrimus  ertf 
Cut  littmn  numbns  Vetmi  ommhus  affet  is* 


Tmrncndous  Gorgon  frown'dupon  it*s  field, 
And  ciieUng temm  fiU*d th*  eapreffive  fhicld. 

Pon. 

Many  odier  exaimiles  DtonyGus  pro- 
4uoes|  but  thefc  will  Aifficiently  fhew, 
tiMit  eitbcr  he  was  fanciful,  or  we  have 


Contra  afms  rudiSf  informes  ofhndit  €t  «rfirf, 
Hirfutumque Jufercilium^  ac  caudamfinnojmm^ 
Ingratus  viju  jotntu  ilia  tabil'u  ifjo* 
Ergo  ubijam  nautee  (pumas  fabs  gtre  ntentes 
Incubucre  mari,  -videasjpumare  reduBis 
C^ytvulfum  remis,  r^rifqutjirtdentihus  aquofw 
*Tif7tc  longe  fale  Jaxa  fotutnt,  tunc  et  freta 

ventts 
JfiCTpiunt  agitata  tmmrfcere:  fktorefnfhn 
Vlidunt  raauof  atqu*    refraffa  rewiarmarit 


Mfcopuluf  ettmuh  infeqmkurfrsmiptmafmt 

mom 
,Cum  vera  ex  altojpeeuhhu  cmndm  Nermu 
Leniit  in  moremffagmy  placid4ique  paludstf 
Lal^iturunBa  vadls  abies,  natattmffa  carhuu 
y^bdetiam  res  exiguas  angufia  fequuntur, 
Ift^entefque  juvant  iagentia:  cunAa  gtgantem 
Vafia  dfcent,  vwltui  immanes,  peffor^  !a:a% 
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eertifue, 
jttaue  adeOf  Jiqmd  geritur  mottmUt  mspio^ 
jUdt  fMrmUy  tf  faritfr  tecum  ^uo^e  verha 

hbvrtm 
Sigmss  ftu  fuand^^vi  mulfaglekt  toafHt 
Jtttnmm  Jrangcttds  hyttnmuty   aquort  fiti 

cum 
Ctrms  veUaanm  tbvtrnmns  attituutrum* 
Af  imrtijffinrii  danmOf  prcferiin  jttheh* 
Sifef'jrtt  c^tva  txtuUrit  10010  vipers  ierraf 
^olU  moraSf  (0fe  Jax*  wMnup  cafe  nhoreiy 

Terte  cttljlammah  ^^  tek^  rfpeWtte  f^fhm* 
Jpfe  eti^  nferjui  ruat,  infracepjquiferaiury 
imntenjo  aim  fnecipitaas  rtiU  Oceano  mscy 
Autcum  fercuijus  ffr^iterprocvmhit  burnt  hpSf 
Cumfue  etum  refum  rebut  datur,  iffa  fuo^e 

ultro 
C^rmiua  pauHjper  eurju  eejkre  nfUebis 
In  m^ik  bttem^Mt  quUrMntcumfreUftutU 
F^quamaursepcjueref  qu'ufcereprotinut tpfum 
Center*  eritf  mei^ffye  wceepth  ^ere  verfum, 
£l^  4i^am,  femor  cum  tdum  MeUeJiHe  iSu 
Jt/vaiyusjscit,  tt  de/fff'u  viiibtu  te^er  t 
ffum  fuoque  turn  verjus  Jegai  panter  pede 

lam  ft : 
Sanguis  bietifrlgent  tffeeta  \n  corpcre  lAres  : 
Mortem  auttm  jwvenem  deceat  prprumpere  In 

arcetf 
Mvertifi  dtm§9^  preefraStq—  fundrupedari' 

turn 
Tt£hra  pefferibus  pernmperef  Jhmere  turret 
Ingemesj  totojue,  fenm  Mre  funera  c^mp9* 

*Tis  not  enou^  his  verTes  to  coihpletey 
In  meafnre,  number,  or  detormmM  feet. 
To  aU»  froportion'd  tenm  he  fldaft  (tifpenfe. 
And  mftke  the  ibond  a  pifture  of  the  leofe  $ 
The  correfpondcnt  words  exji^y  frame* 
The  look,  the  features,  and  the  mien  the 

iame. 
\7i^  riPJd  feet  aod  wings,  without  deUy, 
This  fwxitiy  dies,  and  (moothly /kirns  awav: 
This  bloomi  with  yo^th  and  beauty  in  hit 

ftcc. 
And  Venus  breathes  on  every  Umb  a  grace  $ 
That^  ^  rude  form,  his  uncouth  memberi 

ihowi, 
iodu  horriUe,  and  frowns  with  his  rough 

brows; 
fill  mmftioM  tail  in  snan^  a  fold  and  ^md» 
VoiuminOM  and  taft,  curls  up  behind  \ 
^%  on^  thf  ua»ge  and  the  lines  appear, 
JBtudtf  t9  the  eye,  and  frightful  to  die  ear* 
Xjo  \  u^nthclailors  fberthe  ponderous  fliipSf 
And  plough,  with  braxen  beaks,  the  foamy 

deeps, 
Incumbent  on  the  main  that  roars  around. 
Beneath  the  lid>'ring  oars  the  waves  re- 

found} 
The  prows  wide  echoing  thro*  the  dark 

profound. 

To  th«  loud  call  eadb  dlftanC  rock  raplies  \ 
T«ft  by  the  ^m  the  low'i log  furgcs  rSz  ^ 


} 


"While  the  hotrfe  ocean  beats  the  founding 

ihore, 
DafhMfrom  the  ftrand,  the  flyhig  waters  roar. 
Flaih  at  the  Aock,  and  gathering  in  a  heap. 
The  liquid  mountains  rife,  and  over-hang  the 

deep. 
But  when  Uue  Neptune  fh)mhis  carfurvey«» 
And  ealms  at  one  regard  die  raging  feas, 
StietchM  like  a  peaceful  lake  the  deep  fob- 
fides. 
And  the  pitch*d  vefTel  o*er  the  furAce  gUdcs* 
When  things  are  (mail,  the  terms  fliould  ftUl 

befo) 
For  low  words  pleafe  us,  when  die  theme  is  low. 
But  when  feme  giant,  hotriblc  and  grim. 
Enormous  in  his  gait,  and  vaft  inev^ry  limb. 
Stalks  towering  onj  the  fwelling  words  muft 

rile 
In  juft  propoition  to  the  monfler*s  flze. 
If  fome  large  weight  his  huge  arms  fhrive  to 

ihove, 
The  Terfe  too  labours}  the  throng*d  worde 

fcarce  move. 
YThen  each  ftiff  clod  beneath  the  ponderous 

plough 
Crumbles  and  breaks>  th*  encumbered  lines 

muft  flow* 
Nor  lefs,  when  pibts  catch  the  friendly  gal^s. 
Unfurl  their  (hrouds,  and  hoift  the  wlde- 

ftretchM  fails. 
But  if  the  poem  fufiins  from  ddav. 
Let  the  lines  fiy  preeipitate  away  | 
And  when  the  viper  iflues  from  the  brakr,  ^ 
Be  quick;  with  ftoncs,  and  brands,  and^ 

fire,  Mtack  f 

His  rifing  creft,  and  drive  the  ferpent  back.  ) 
When  night  defcends,  or  ftunnM  by  numerous 

flrokes, . 
And  groaning,  to  the  earth  drops  the  vaft  ox ; 
The  line  too  finks  with  corrcfpondent  found, 
FUtwith  the  {^eer,  and  headlong  to  the  grounc. 
When  the  wild  waves  fubfide,  and  tcmpcfts 

Ceafe, 
And  hu(h  the  roarings  of  the  fea  to  peace  ) 
So  oft  we  fee  the  interrupted  ftrain  "^ 

StoppM  in  the  midft — and  with  the  filent  ^ 

main 
Piofe  for  a  fpace — at  laft  it  glides  again. 
When  Priam  ftrains  his  aged  arms,  to  tbr&w 
His  unavailing  jav^line  at  the  foe ) 
(His  blood  congealed,  and  ev*ry  nerve  un- 

ftrung) 
Then  with  the  theme  complies  the  artful  fong; 
(•ike  him*  the  fo}itary  numbers  flow. 
Weak,  trembling,  melancholy,  ft'.i^',  and  flow. 
Not  fo  young  Pyrrhus,  who  with  rapid  force 
Beats  down  unbactlcd  armies  In  his  courfe. 
The  raging  youth  on  trembling  IUop  falb, 
Burfts  her  ftrong  gates,  and  ihakcs  her  lofty 

walls  5 
Provokrs  his  flying  courfrr  to  the  fpccd, 
In  full  career  to  charge  the  wAtlike  fteed : 
He  piles  the  field  with  mountiins  of^cbs  Haln; 
He  peurs,  he  ftorms,  he  thunders  d»ro*  th« 

plain.  •  Pm# 

D  d      ^  I     From 
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From  the  Italian  gardens  Pope  feems 
to  have  tranfplantcvl  this  flower^  the 
crowth  of  happier  climates,  into  a  foil 
TcCs  adapted  to  it's  nature,  and  lefe  fa- 
vourable to  it*s  increafe. 

Softig  the  ftrain  when  Zephyr  gently  blows. 
And  the  Imooth  ftream  in  imoocher  numbers 

flow;  J 
But  when  loud  billows  laih  the  founding  fliore. 
The  hoariis  rough  verfe  ihould  like  ihe  tor- 
rent roar. 
When  Ajax  ftrives  fome  rock's  vaft  weight 

to  throw, 
The  line  too  labours,  and  the  words  more 

flow; 
Not  fo  when  fwift  Camilla  fcours  the  plain, 
.  Flies  o'er  th'  unbending  corn,  and  ikims  along 
the  main* 

From  thcfe  lines,  laboured  with  great 
attention,  and  celebi*ated  by  a  rival  wit, 
may  be  judged  what  can  be  expelled 
from  the  moft  diligent  endeavours  after 
this  imagery  of  found.  The  verfe  in- 
tended to  rcprefent  the  whifpcr  of  the 
vernal  breeze,  muft  be  confeffed  not 
much  to  excel  in  foftnefs  or  volubility  j 
and  the  fmooth  Ibream  runs  with  a  per- 
petual claih  of  jarring  con(bnants.  The 
jnoifj!  and  turbulence  of  the  torrent  i9» 


indeed^  'diHtn^lIy  imaged^  for  it  requlrei 
ve^  little  flcill  to  make  our  language 
rough;  but  in  theie  lines,  which  men- 
tion the  effort  of  Aiax,  there  is  no  par-^  ^ 
ticular  heavinefs,  oDflru6Uon,  or  delay. 
The  fwiftnefs  of  Camilla  is  rather  con- 
trailed  than  exemplified;  why  the  verie 
fhould  be  lengthened  to  exprefs  fpeed» 
will  not  eafily  be  difcovered.  In  die 
da^byls  ufed  for  that  purpofe  by  the 
ancients,  two  ihort  fyllabloi  were  pro« 
nounced  with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  be 
equal  only  to  one  kwig;  thty  therefore 
naturally  exhibit  the  a£l  of  paflinf 
through  a  long  fpace  in  a  ihort  time- 
But  the  dlexandnne,  bv  it's  paufe  in 
the  midll,  is  a  tardy  and  (tately  meafure ; 
and  the  word  unbenJingi  one  of  the  moft 
(luggifh  and  (low  which  our  language 
affords,  cannot  much  accelerate  it*s  mo* 
tion. 

Theie  rules  and  thefe  examples  have 
taught  our  prefent  criticks  to  enquire 
very  ftudioufly  and  minutely  into  founds 
and  cadences.  It  is,  therefore,  ufeful  to 
examine  with  what  (kill  they  have  pro- 
ceeded; what  difcoveries  they  have  made  s 
and  whether  any  rules  can  be  eihbliihed 
which  may  guide  us  hereafte;:  in  fiich 
refearches. 


N^XCIir.    TUESDAY,  FEBRUARYS,  i7Si- 


■  1X?ERIA»   qjOID  CONCZDATira  IN  iLLOf 

^VOaUM  rLAMINXA  TBGITUR  .CIN1S  AT<^VX   LATXNA. 


Jwv. 


Moax  sArxtT  ravrn  to  vrcx  hzx  claim  prxsumxi, 

OM  NAMXi  KOW  POUND  ALONK  ON  BOOKS  AND  TOMBt« 


TIE  RE  aie  few  books  on  which 
more  time  is  fpent  by  young  ilu- 
dents,  than  on  treatifes  which  deliver 
thechara6lersofaythorsi  nor  any  which 
oftener  deceive  the  expectation  of  the 
reader,  or  fill  his  mind  with  more  opi- 
nions which  the  progjrefs  of  his  iludies 
and  the  encreaie  ot  his  knowledge  oblige 
him  to  refign. 

Baillet  has  introduced  his  colle6Hon 
of  the  decifions  of  the  learned,  by  an 
enumeration  of  the  prejudices  which' 
miilead  the  critick,  and  raiie  the  paf- 
fions  in  rebellion  againil  the  judg- 
ment. His  catalog;ue,  though  large,  it 
imperfect;  and  who  can  hope  to  com- 
|)lei«:  it?  The  beauties  of  writing  have 
been  obfer\''ed  to  be  oltcii  luch  as  cannot 
in  the  prcfeut  ibte  of  human  knowledge 
be  ^iuvcd  by  evidence,  w  dr^'trfk  out 


into  demonib^tions:  they  are  therefore 
wholly  fubje^l  to  the  imagination,  and  do 
not  force  their  elFcfts  upon  a  mind  pre- 
occupied by  Unfavourable  fentiments, 
nor  overcome  the  counter-adlion  of  a 
falfe  principle  or  of  iluhbom  partiality. 
.  To  convince  any  man  agamff  his  wiU 
is  hard,  but  to  pleafe  him  aeaind  his 
willi«  juftly  pronounced  by  Dryden  t6 
be  above  the  reach  of  human  anilities. 
Interell  and  paiiion  will  bold  out  long 
againil  the  clofeil  fiege  of  di;u[rams  ana 
fyllogifms,  but  they  arc  abfohitely  im- 
pregnable to  imagery  and  fentiment ; 
and  will  for  ever  bid  defiance  to  the  moft 
powerful  ftrains  of  Virgil  or  Homer, 
though  they  mrfy  give  way  in  time  to 
the  battcrit'*  of  Euclid  or  Archimedcs- 

In  trufting  thtT;ifi>re  to  the  fentence 
«f  a  critick,  we  arc  in  danger  not  only 
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from  that  vanity  which  exalts  writert 
too  often  to  the  dignity  of  teaching  what 
they  are  yet  to  leai-n,  from  that  nes- 
ligence  which  fometimes  fteais  upon  the 
moft  vigilant  caution^  and  that  failibi- 
Hty  to  which  the  condition  of  nature 
has  fubjef^ed  every  human  imderihmd- 
ing;  butfromatliouiandextrinfickand 
accidental  cauies,  from  every  thing 
which  can  excite  kiintdnefs  or  malevo- 
l^ccy  veneration  or  contempt. 

Many  of  thofe  who  have  determined 
^th  great  boldnefs  upon  the  various 
d^ees  of  literary  merit,  may  be  juitly 
fulpe6led  of  having  palled  fentence^  a» 
$eneca  remarks  of  Ckudius-* 

Una  tantum  parte  audita  f 
SaptetuuUaf         ^^■■ 

without  much  knowled^  of  the  caule 
before  them:  for  it  will  not  eafily  be 
imagined  of  Langbane,  Borrichitus,  or 
Rapin,  that  they  had  very  accurately 
peruied  all  the  books  which  they  praiM; 
or  cenTurej  or  that,  even  if  nature  and 
learning  had  qualified  them  forjudges, 
they  could  read  for  ever  with  the  atten- 
tion neceflary  for  Juft  criticifm.  Such 
performances,  however,  are  not  wholly 
with6ut  their  ufej  for  dieyare  common- 
ly juft  echoes  to  the  voice  of  fame,  and 
tranfinit  the  general  fuf&age  of  mankind 
when  they  luve  no  particular  motives 
to  fupprefs  it. 

Criticks,  like  the  reft  of  mankind, 
are  very  frequently  mifled  by  intereft. 
The  bigotry  with  which  editors  regard 
the  authors  whom  they  illuftrate  or  cor- 
reft,  has  been  generally  itmarked.  Dry- 
den  was  known  to  nave  written  moft 
of  his  critical  diflertations  only  to  re- 
commend the  work  upon  which  he  then 
happened  to  be  employed  j  and  Addifon 
is  (ufpe^ed  to  have  denied  the  expe- 
diency of  poetical  juftice,  becaufe  his 
own  Cato  was  condenwed  to  perifh  in  a 
gpod  caufe. 

There  are  prejudices  which  authors, 
not  btherwile  weak  or  corrupt,  have 
indulged  without  Temple ;  and  perhaps 
ibme  of  them  are  fo  complicated  with 
our  natural  aife^ions,  that  they  cannot 
eafily  be  difentangled  fipom  the  heart. 
Scanre  any  can  hear  wiA  impartiality 
a  comparifon  between  the  writers  of 
•liis  own  aix!  another  country;  and 
though  it  cannot,  I  think,  be  charged 
CQually  on  all  nations,  that  they  are 
bund^  with  this  literary  patriptiiin,  yet 


an  , 

there  are  none  that  do  not  look  upon 
their  authors  with  the  fondnel's  of  afti- 
nity,  and  efteem  them  as  well  for  the 

(>lace  of  their  birth,  as  for  their  know- 
edge  or  their  wit.^  There  is,  thercibre, 
fel£)m  much  refpeifl  due  to  comparative 
criticifm,  when  the  competitors  are  of 
different  countries,  unlefs  the  judge  is 
of  anation.equallv  indifferent  to  both. 
The  Italians  could  not  for  a  long  time 
believe,  that  there  was  any  learning  be- 
yond the  mountains;  and  the  French 
feem  generally  perAuidedt  that  there  are 
no  wits  or  reafonet^  equal  to  their  own. 
I  can  fcarcely  conceive  that  if  Scaliger 
J^  not  confidered  himfelf .  as  allied 
to  Virgil,  by  being  bom  in  the  fame 
country,  he  would  have  found  his  works 
fb  much  fuperior  to  thoTe  of  Homer» 
or  have  thought  the  controverfy  worthy 
of  fo  much  zeal,  vehemence,  and  acri- 
mony. 

-  There  is,  indeed,  one  prejudice,  and 
only  one,  by  which  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  it  is  any  diftionour  to  be  fome- 
times mifguided.  Criticifm  has  fo  often 
given  occaiion  to  the  envious  and  ill-na* 
tured  of  gratifying  their  malignity,  that 
ibme  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  recom- 
mend the  virtue  of  cand  ^ur  without  re- 
ftriftion,  and  to  preclude  all  future  li- 
berty of cenfure.  Writers  poffelTed  with 
this  opinion  are  continually  enforcing 
civiCty  and  decency,  recommending  to 
criticks  the  proper  difHdence  of  them- 
felves,  and  inculcating  the  Veneration 
due  to  celebrated  names. 

I  am  not<  of  opinion  that  thefe  pro- 
feifed  enemies  of  arrogance  and  feverity 
have  much  more  benevolence  or  modefty 
than  the  reft  of  mankind  j  or  that  they 
feel  in  their  own  heai'ts  any  other  in- 
tention than  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
by  their  foftnefs  and  delicacy.  Some 
are  modeft  becaufe  they  are  timorous, 
and  (bme  are  lavifh  of  praife  becaufe  they 
hope  to  be  repaid. 

There  is  mdeed  fome  tendemefs  due 
to  living  writers,  when  they  attack  none 
of  thofe  truths  which  are  of  importance 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  have 
conunitted    no  other  offence  than  that 
of  betraying  their  own  ignorance  or  dul-^ 
nefs.     I  fhould  think  it  cruelty  to  crurti  j 
an  infeft   who  had  provoked  me  only  i 
by  buzzing  in  my  ear  5  and  wou^  not  ,' 
willingly  interrupt  the  dream  of  harm- 
lefs  ftupidity,  or  deftroy  the  jeft  which 
makes  it's  author  laugh.    Yet  I  am  far 
firom  thinking^this  tendmcfs  univerfally 
D  d  a  by  CjOOiccdliaryi 
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ncccflary;  for  he  that  writes  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  )cind  of  general  challenger^ 
whom  every  one  has  a  right  to  attack ; 
fince  he  <iuits  the  common  rank  of  lift, 
fteps  forward  beyond  the  lifts,  and  offers 
his  merit  to  the  publick  judgment.  To 
conunence  author  is  to  claim  praife,  and 
no  man  can  jvti}\y  afpire  to  honour  btit 
at  the  hazard  of  difgrace. 

But  whatever  be  decided  concemmg 
conretoporaries,  whom  he  that  knows 
the  treachery  of  the  human  heart,  and 
confidcrs  how  often  we  gratify  our  own 
pride  or  envy  under  the  appearance  of 
contend irtjr  tor  elegance  and  propriety, 
>vill  find  ^ilmielf  not  much  inclined  to 
difturb :  there  cnn  be  no  exemptions 
pleaded  to  fecure  them  fix)m  criticifm, 
who  can  no  longer  fuflfer  by  rej^troach, 
and  of  whom  nothing  now  remains  but 
their  writings  and  tlieir  names.  Upon 
thefe  authors  the  critick  is  undoubtedly 
at  full  liberty  to  exercife  their  ftri5lcft  fe- 
Terity,  fince  he  endangers  only  his  own 
fame,  and,  like  Aieas  when  he  drew 
his  fword  in  the  inftmol  regions,  en- 
counters  phantoms  which  cannot  be 
wounded*    Hp  may  indeed  pay  forae  ro- 


garxl  to  eftabliihed  reputation;  but  h9 
can  by  that  (hew  of  reverence  conlult 
only  his  own  fecurity,  for  all  other  mo- 
tives are  now  at  an  tnA* 

The  ikults  of  a  writer  of  acknow- 
ledged exc^ence  are  mote  lltngerouSt 
becaufe  the  influence  of  Ixjiitkample  it 
morcexfen/lvej  and  th^rthlepcftoflcam- 
ing  requires  that  they  ihouW  be  difco- 
vercd  and  ftigmatized,  before  thtryhave 
the  fan6licm  of  antiquity  conferred  upon 
them,  and  become  precedents  of  iadif* 
potable  atithority- 

It  has,  indeed,  been  tdtanced  by  Ad- 
difon,  as  one  of  the  charafterifticks  of 
a  true  critick,  that  he  points  out  beauties 
rather  than  faults.  But  it  is  radier  na- 
tural to  a  man  ofkaming  and  genius, 
to  apply  himfclf  chiefly  to  the  fttidy  of 
writers  vi^  have  more  beauties  than 
faults  tq  be  difplayed }  for  the  duty  of 
criticifm  is  neither  to  depreciate,  nor 
dignify  by  partial  reprefeotations,  but 
to  bold  out  the  light  of  reafon,  what- 
ever it  may  difcover;  and  to  promulgate 
the  determinations  of  troth^  whatever  (ho 
flialt  dictate* 


N«  XCIV.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  9,  tjiU 

— — BONUt  ATC^Ul  tlDVt 
JUDKX  — ria  OBSTAHTXS  CATSKVAt 
XXFLlCiriT  SVA  VICTOR  ARMA. 

Hoa. 

YCIFXTUAI  MAGISTlATt  IS  RB 
WHO  KXlFf  STRICT  JVSTICB  FWLt  |lt  llCaTf 
WHO  BIDS  THI  CROWD  AT  AWFUt  BUTAKCE  CAttf 
AND  VIRTVl'l  AIMS  VXCTORlOVS^T  B«9?tATt* 

FRAjrcxt* 


THE  fefemblance  of  poetick  num« 
bers  to  the  fubje^  which  they 
ment'ion  or  dcfcribe,  may  be  confidered 
as  general  or  paiticulai*;  as  confiding  in 
the  How  and  (tni6iure  of  a  whole  paflkgtt 
taken  together,  or  as  comprifed  in  the 
found  of  ibms  emphatical  and  dtferip* 
tive  words,  or  in  the  cadence  and  har- 
mony of  finals  verfcs. 

The  general  rcfcniblance  of  the  found 
to  the  f**iile  is  to  be  found  in  every  ian- 
|;unf;e  which  admits  of  poetry,  in  every 
author  Nvhofc  force  of  fancy  enables  hina 
to  imprcfs  images  ftrongly  on  his  own 
mind,  Jk  d  whole  choice  and  variety  of 
lanf^u-i;.;^'  readily  fupplies  him  with  jult 
rcprt.lr.u.nns.  To  fuch  a  writer  it  is 
natural  to  change  his  meaiure  virith  his 


fubjc£(,  ev«n  without  any  eflbrt  •£  th» 
underflAoding,  c€  intervention  of  tfao 
judgment.  To  revolve jolHty  and  mifltli 
neceflariljr  tunes  the  voice  of  a  poet  tor 
gay  and  Iprightl^  notes>  as  it  firvs  hi* 
tye  with  vivacity)  and  reflexion  on 
gloomy  fituations  and  diMtrous  events* 
will  (adden  his  nunibors,  bb  'U  will 
cloud  his  countenance.  But  in.  fuch 
pailagcs  there  is  only  th«  fimilitode  a£ 
pleafui'e  to  pleafurSy  ^d  of  gbef  to 
grief,  without  any  immediate  applicBtioii 
to  jparticular  images.  The  lame  flow 
of  joyous  \*eHRcation  will  celebrate  the 
jollity  of  marriage,  and  the  CKukadoa 
of  triumph ;  and  the  fiuve  languor  otf - 
melody  will  fuit  the  complaints  of  9Xk 
abfeut  lovfTi  as  ttf  a  conqueitd  kxag. 
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It  i$  fcarcdy  to  be  doubted,  that  oa 
ttOMy  occaftons  we  make  the  nufidc 
which  we  imagine  curfelves  to  hear; 
that  we  modulate  the  poem  by  our  own 
difpofitiony  and^  afcribe  to  thic  numbers 
^bt  eie6h  of  the  fenfe.  We  may  ob- 
ferve  in  life,  that-  it  is  not  eafy  to  deliver 
A  pleadmt  mefiage  m  an  unpl^fing  man- 
Iter,  and  Aat  we  readily  smoctate  beau- 
ty and  deformity  with  thofe  whom  for 
Jny  reaibn  we  love  or  hate.  Yet  it  would 
^  too  daring  to  declare  that  all  the  ce- 
Jebralfed  adaptations  of  harmony  are  chi- 
makaii  that  Homer  had  no  extraordi- 
nary attention  to  the  melody  of  his  verfe 
vAica  he  defcribed  a  nuptial  feftivity«« 

|lv^«f«i(  >'  in,  ^tiihkfAm,  M^tff  S«oX«f«  wifAt 

vAm9 
Vytntif  a»k  IfVf  voXvc  ^*  vftivavo;  ofiSfii; 

Here  lacred  pomp,  and  genial  feaft  delight* 
And  folemn  dance,  and  hymeneal  rite ; 
Along  the  ftreet  the  new-mide  brides  are  led» 
With  torches  flaming  to  the  nuptial  bed; 
The  youthful  dancers  in  a  circle  bound 
Totbe  Mt  flute,  and  cittern*8  filver  found* 

PoT«. 

that  Vida  was  merely  fanciful,  when  he 
fiippofed  Vhrgil  endeavouring  to  rcpre^ 
Ibnt  by  uncommon  fweetnels  of  num- 
bers the  adventitious  beauty  of  ^neas; 

61,  bMwitrtffueDeefittirts:  namquetppdecoram 
Caftritm  nato  gemirix,  hmenqutjiwaitji 
fttrfBftMm^  tt  Uttos  mUH  affarat  hcnorn* 

The  Trojan  chief  appear^  in  open  fight, 
Aa^uft  in  viiage,  and  ferenely  bright. 
His  mother  aoddeii,  with  her  hand**  divine, 
iM  ibrmM  his  curling  locks,  and  made  bis 

temples  fliine ; 
And  giv*n  his  loUing  eyes  a  rparkling  grace. 
And  breathed  a  youthful  vigpur  on  his  face. 

DSTDEM. 

cr  that  Mikon  M  not  intend  to  ex- 
toplify  Uk  harnxmy  which  he  men- 
lions: 

Fotnbtfns^  and  ye  that  warble  as  ye  flow, 
MtlodknuiBunnun !  warbling  tone  his  praife* 

That  Milton  underftood  the  force  of 
fiMods  well  ai^ufled,  and  knew  the 
com^ftft  attd  variety  of  thjs^mcient  mea- 
fiffcs,  eanoot  b«  doubted»  fince  he  was 
both  a.  mufician  and  a  critickj  but  he 
Items  to  have  confidered  thefe  confor- 
mitkt  of  cadence,  as  either  not  often 
attainable  in  our  kutguasje,  or  as  petty 
Ifxcellcncies  uitworthy  oi  his  ambitioni 


for  it  will  not  be  found  that  ht  has  al* 
waytaffigncd  the  fame  caft  of  numbers  to 
the  (ame  objefts.  He  has  given  in  two 
paifafiies  very  minute  defcriptions  of  an- 
gelack  beta^}  but  though  the  imaget 
are  nearly  the  fame,  tht  munbers  wtH  bg 
found  upon  comparifon  very  different. 

And  now  a  ftripU  '^  cherub  he  appears. 
Not  of  the  prime>  yet  fuch  as  in  hii  face 
Youth  (mird  cel^flial,  and  to  ev*ry  limb 
SmktAh  grsce  difui'i^  ft  vfeff  be  f apt' 4% 
Under  a  coronet  his  flowhig  hair 
Jm  atrls  m  ekhar  tbtik  flafd\  vhtgi  bevom 
QJmmf  a  ctimT'dfUmu^jfrinkUd  wtbgM^ 

Some  of  the  lines  of  this  definriftion  wt 
remarkably  defe^ive  in  hasinaiy,  ani 
therefore  by  no  meaos  correspondent 
with  that  fynmietricai  eleganceand  ta£f 
grace  which  they  are  intended  to  criii- 
bit.  The  failure,  however,  is  ivUf 
compenfated  by  the  reprefeitatioa  dP 
Raphael,  which  equally  ddighu  the 
ear  and  imaginatioa. 


Afeia^wing*dt  fix  wings  he  wee  to  I 
His  lineament|diTine;  the  pair  ItuKclad 
Each  ihouider  broad,  cams  mantin^  o*er  Int 

breaft 
With  regal  ornament:  the  middk  pair 
Girt  like  a  ftarry  zone  his  waift,  and  round 
Skirted  his  loins  and  thighs,   vith  downv 

gold. 
And  cofours  dippM  in  heaven:  the  third  his 

feet 
Shadow*d  fiom  other  heel  wih  feather'd 

mail. 
Sky. clndurM grain!  likcM;ua*sCbnbeAood» 
And  ihook  his  plumes,  that  heavenly  fra- 
grance flll*d 
The  circuit  wide.-« 

The  adumbration  of  particular  aii4 
di(tin6l  images  by  an  exaa  and  percep- 
tible refemblance  of  found,  is  fometimos 
fbidied,and  fijmctimes  cafual .  Every  lan- 
guage has  many  words  fornaed  In  imita- 
tion of  the  nolfes  which  they  fignity .  Such 
are  Striiory  Balo,  and  Status,  in  Latin ; 
and,  in  En|^i(h,  to  growl^  ro  huic%f  to 
bifty  to  jarr.  Words  of  this  kind  giye 
to  a  verfe  the  proper  fimili-ud*-  of  found, 
without  much  labour  of  the  writer, 
and  fiich  happinefs  is  thecefoce  rather 
to  be  attributed  to  fortune  than  (kill } 
yet  they  are  fomctimet  combined  with 
great  propriety,  and  undeniably  con- 
tribute to  enforce  the  impreHion  of  the 
idea.  We  hear  the  paffing  arrow  in 
this  line  of  Virgil-^ 
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£t  fiigit  berrendum  Jhiieus  elapla  fagitta; 
Tb*  impetuous  arrow  whizxet  on  the  wing* 

9  POF*. 

and  the  creaking  of  hcll-gatcs,  in  the 
defcrlption  by  Milton*— 

Open  fly 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  found 
Th'  interna)  doors»  and  oo  their  hinges  grate 
iiarih  thunder* 

But  many  beauties  of  this  kind, 
t»hich  the  modems,  and  perhapt  the  an- 
cientSyhaveobferved,  feem  tobc  thepro- 
dufl  ofbLnd  reverence  ailing  upon  fan- 
cy. Cionyfius  himfelf  tells  us,  that  the 
found  cf  Hohicr*8  verfes  fometimes  cx- 
lubits  the  idea  of  corporeal  bulk :  is  not 
this  a  Itfcorery  nearly  approathing  to 
that  of  the  blind  man,  who  after  long 
enquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  fcarlet 
colour,  ibund  that  it  reprefented  nothing 
id  mvkcY  as  the  clangor  of  a  trumpet? 
The  rcpKfcntativc  power  of  poetick  nar- 
jDony  coififts  of  found  and  meafure  j  of 
the  forct  of  the  fyllables  fingly  confi- 
dered,  aid  of  the  time  in  which  they  are 
pronounced .  Sound  can  refemble  nothing 
but  fbun)y  and  time  can  meafure  no- 
thing but  motion  and  duration. 

Tne  criticks,  however,  have  ftruck 
out  other  (imilitudes;  nor  is  there  any 
irregularity  of  numbei's  which  credulous 
admiratior  cannot  difcover  to  be  emi- 
nently bcaitiful.  Thus  the  propriety 
of  each  of  ihefe  lines  has  been  celebrated 
by  writers  whofe  opinion  the  world  has 
reafon  to  regard— 

TtrtUar  bitereg  ctelum^  et  rub  octane  wox^^ 

Meantime  the  rapid  heaVns  rowlM  down  die 

Ught, 
And  on  the  fliaded  ocean  rafli*d  the  night* 
Drydsn. 

SternitMr,  txantmlfqttt  tremeni  pncumint  burnt 

Down  drops  the  bead,  nor  needs  a  fecond 

wound} 
Bat  fprawis  in  pangs  of  deatfaj  and  fpums 

the  ground* 

-     DtTDKN* 

Parturiunt  montitf  nafcitur  riJicMlus  mut. 
The  mountains  labour,  and  a  moufe  is  bom* 

ROSCOMMOM* 

If  all  thefe  obfervations  are  juft,  there 
mull  be  ferae  remarkable  conformity 
between  the  fuddtn  fucccflion  of  night 


to  dav,  the  fall  of  an  ox  tmder  a  bIow» 
and  the  birth'of  a  moufe  from  a  nv>un- 
tain ;  fmceweai%.^oLdof  all  thefe  images^ 
that  they  are  veiy  ftrongly  implied  by 
die  fame  form  ^id  teitnination  of  the 
verfe. 

We  may,  howtver,  without  giving 
way  to  enthufiafin,  admit  that  fomc 
beauties  of  this  kind  may  be  produced* 
A  fudden  ftop  at  an  untifual  fyliable 
may  image  the  ceffation  of  a£lion,  or 
the  paufe  of  difcourfej  and  Milton^  has 
very  happily  imitated  the  repetitions  of- 
an  echo.: 

I  fled,  and  cried  out  Jtaeb: 

.  Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name^  andiighU 

From  all  her  caves,  and  back  refounded  death* 

The  meafure  or  time  in  pronouncing 
may  be  varied  fo  as  very  ftiondy  tore-  . 
prefcnt,  not  only  the  modes  of  external  .. 
motion,  but  the  guick  or  flow  fucceifion 
of  ide:is,andconiequemly  the  paflions  of 
the  mind.  This,  at  leaft,  was  the  power 
of  the  fpondaick  and  daftylick  harmo- 
ny j  but  our  lan^unge  caji  reach  noemi- 
nentdiverlities  of  (ound.  We  can  in- 
deed fometiroes,  by  encumbering  and 
retarding  the  line,  fliew  the  diflicwty  of 
a  promfs  made  by  flrong  eflPorts  and 
with  Sequent  interruptions,  or  mark  a^ 
flow  and  heavy  motion.  Thxis  Milton 
has  imagined  tne  toil  of  Satan  ftruggling 
through  chaos**- 

So  he  ^th  difl'iculty  and  labour  hard 
MovM  on:  with  diMcuity  and  labour  he«* 

Thus  he  has  defcribed  the  leviathans  or 
whales- 
Wallowing  unwieldy,  enormous  indieirgaic. 

But  he  has  at  other  times  neg^fbed  - 
reprefentations,  as  may  be  o^       *"^" 
the  volubility  and  levity  of  th'^rved  in 
which  exprefs  an  aftion  tard  *^*  lines, 
luftant—  -  y  and  re- 

Defcent  and  hXk 
To  us  IS  adverfe*    Who  but  felt  of  late. 
When  the  fierce  foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear 
Infulting,  and  purfuM  us  through  the  deep^ 
With  whatconfufion  and  laborious  flight 
We  funk  thus  low?  Th*  accent  Is  eafy  theiu 

In  another  place,  he  defcribes  the  gen- 
tle glide  of  ebbing  waters  in  a  line  re- 
maxltably  rough  a^  halting:    . 
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Tripping  ebb)  that  ftole 
"With  foft  foot  t0w*nb  the  deep  who  now  had 

ftopp'd 
His  nuices* 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  expcfted,  that 
the  Ibund  ihould  always  aflift  the  mean- 
ing, but  it  ought  never  to  counteraft  it  j 
and  therefore  Miltoi\  has  here  certainly 
cotnmitted  a  fault  like  that  of  the  player, 
who  looked  on  theearth  when  he  im- 
plored the  heavens,  and  to  the  heavens 
when  he  addrcffed  the  earth. 

Thole  who  are  determined  to  find  in 
Milton  an  affemblage  of  all  the  excel- 
lencies which  have  ennobled  all  other 
poets,  will  perhaps  be  offended  that  I  do 
not  celebrate  his  verification  in  higher 
terms ;  for  there  are  readers  who  dif- 
cover  that  in  this  palTage-^ 

So  ftretchM  out  huge  in  leng^  the  arch  fiend 

lay, 
a  hji^  form  is  defcribed  in  a  long  line; 
but  we  truth  is,  that  length  of  body  is 
only  mentioned  in  zjh^  tine,  to  which 
at  has  only  the  refemblance  of  time  to 
ipace,  of  an  hour  to  a  maypole. 
■    The  iame  turn  of  ingenuity  might 


perform  wonders  upon  the  defcriptioa 
of  the  ark : 

Then  from  the  mountains  hewing  timber  taJXp 
Began  to  build  a  vefljpl  of  huge  bulk; 
Meafur'd  by  cubit,length,breadth,and  height* 

In  thefe  lines  the  poet  apparently  defignt 
to  fix  the  attention  upmi  bulk ;  but  this 
is  eflt^bd  by  the  enumeration,  not  by  the 
meafure;  for  what  anal<^  can  there  be 
between  modulations  of  tound,  and  cor- 
poreal dimcnfions  ?  » 

Milton,  indeed,  fecms  only  to  have  re- 
garded this  fpecies  of  embelliihment  fo 
far,  as  not  to  reje£l  it  when  it  came  in* 
fought ;  which  would  often  happCr  to 
a  mind  fo  vi^rous,  employed  upon  a 
fubje6l  fo  various  aind  extenfive.  Efe 
had,  indeed,  a  gi^ter  and  a  nobler  wtrk 
to  perform^  a  (ingle  fentiment  of  mora!  or 
religious  truth,  a  fmgle  image  of  life 
or  nature,  would  have  been  cheaply  bft 
iar  a  thoufand  echoes  of  the  cadence  to 
the  ienftt ;  and  he  who  had  undert^ea 
to  imdicate  the  'ways  of  Gad  to  majt, 
might  have  been  accufed  of  neplediog 
his  caufe,  had  he  lavifhed  much  o(  his 
attention  upjn  fyllables  and  foimds; 
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N?XCV.   TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  1751^ 

VAtCVS   DEOBVM  CWLTOt,    IT  IKFREC^VEKS, 
XNfANIENTIt  DUM  SAPIENTIA 

COMSVLTUSEKBO;    NUNCtETtORSUM 

VILA  PARE,   ATqVE  ITIRARI  CURSU9  '] 

COOOa  RELICTOS* 

*•*•  HoM 

A  FWCITIVE  FROM  NEAV'N  AND  VRAYIRt 
I  MOCKED  AT  ALL   RELIGIOUS   TIAR, 

blEV  8C1ENC*0  IN   THE   MAST  LORE 
O?  MAD   FHILOSOPHY;    BUT  NOW  .. 
JIOIIT  SAIL,    AND  BACI  BY  VOTAGI   PLOW 

TO  THAT  BUST  HARBOUR,   WHICH  I  LEFT  BEFORf* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 


•IE, 


,»^f¥^HERE  are  many  difeaTes  both  of 
•  Ji  the  body  and  mind,  which  it  is 
far  cafier  to  prevent  than  to  cure ;  and 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  think  me  em- 
tlkjeA  in  an  office  not  ufelefs  either  to 
learning  or  virtue,  if  I  defcribe  the  fymp- 
loms  o?  an  intelle^hial  malady,  which, 
though  at  firft  it  feiics  only  the  paffions, 
m^h,  if  not  fpeediiy  remedied,  infe£l  the 

_reafon,  and,  from  blafting  the  bloilbms 
of  knowledge,  proceed  in  time  to  canker 
the  root. 


Francis. 

r  was  born  In  the  houie  of  difcord. 
My  parents  were  of  unfuitable  agci, 
contrary  tempers,  and  different  religions ; 
and  therefore  employed  the  fpint  and 
acuteoefs  which  nature  had  very  libe- 
rally  beflowed  upon  both,  in  hourly  dif^ 
putes,  and  inceflant  contrivances  to  de- 
te&.  each  other  in  the  wrong  j  (b  that 
ftom  the  firft  exertions  of  reafon  I  was 
bred  a  difputant,  trained  up  in  all  the 
arts  of  domeflick  fophiflry,  initiated  in 
a  thoufand  low  (h'atagems,  nimble  fhifts , 
and  fly  conceahnents  j  verfcd  in  all  the 
turns  of  altercatiooy  and  acquainted  with 

the 
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the  whole  dlCa^llryt  offending  uidfrov^ 
ing. 

It  Was  hcccflarily  mV  care  to  prefers 
the  kindnefs  of  both  the  Gontrovcrtiftsj 
iuod  tbere£Mre  I  bad  very  early  fonncd 
the  habit  of  fufpcnding  my  judgment) 
jpf  hearix^  wcpmmx^  wuh  JAdiSrenc^ 
ind^pii^  as  occaiWn  required  to  f  ither 
fide,  and  of  holdittg  mvdt^  undeter* 
mined  between  them  till  I  l^iew  £br 
what  opinion  I  might  conTCoienUy  de- 
clare. 

-  Thus,  Sir,  I  acquired  very  early  the 
&iJl  of  diAmtation  s  and,,  as  we  natu* 
raly  love  the  arts  in  which  we  believe 
cudelves  to  excel,  J  did  not  jst  my  abir 
lities  lie  uiclefs,  nor  iii&r  my  dexterity 
to  be  loft  foe  wsmt  of  pra^bice*  I  en- 
a^ed  in  perpetual  wrangles  with  xof 
hool-feUows,  and  was  never  to  be  €od«> 
viaced  or  repreiTed  by  any  other  argu- 
ments than  blows,  by  which  my  anta- 
gonifts  commonly  determinod  the  con- 
Enveriy,  as  I  was,  like  the  Konum  orftt* 
tor»  rauth  more  emattent  fot  cioquencif 
thm  courage* 

fiX  the  univeHity  I  &i|nd  my  predo«^ 
minant  unbttion  completely  gratified 
by  the  (ludy  of  Icgick.  I  impreilcd  upon 
mymemory  athoufand  axioms,  and  ten 
thoufaod.  diftin^lions,  pra6H(^  every 
fomi  of  fvIlc^Cm,  paflTea  all  my  days  in 
the  fchools  of difputation,  and  flcpt  every 
nidit  with  Smiglecius  on  my  pillow. 

r  ou  will  not  doubt  but  fuch  a  genius 
was  foon  raifcd  to  eminence  by  fbdi  a{>- 
plication :  I  was  celebrated  in  my  third 
year  for  the  rank  artful  opponent  that 
the  univerilty  could  boali,  and  became 
the  terror  and  envy  of  all  the  candidates 
for  philofophical  reputation. 

My  renown,  indeed,  was  not  pur* 
lehafcd  but  at  the  price  of  all  my  time 
iund  all  my  fhidies.  t  never  fpoke  but 
to  contradict,  nor  declaimed  but  in  de- 
fence of  a  pofition  univer(ally  acknow- 
Icdged  to  be  fidfe,  and  therefore  wortliy; 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  adorned  with  all 
the  colours  «f  ftdie  reprefcntation,  voA 
firengthened  with  a)l  the  art  of  laiJaciout 
fubtiltv* 

My  father,  who  had  »o  other  wiih 
than  to  iec  his  fon  richer  than  him&lf, 
caiily  concluded  that  I  Should  diftiaguiih 
myiclf  among  the  ppofeflbrs  of  the  law  \ 
and  therefore,  when  I  had  taken  tmf 
firft  degree,  difpatched  me  to  the  Tem- 
^e  with  a  paternal  adiaonition,  (hat  I 
ihould  »ev«r  fufer  my^  t9  feel  gwwi»# 


far  nothing  but  modefty  CQuld  retail  mf 
fortune* 

Vitiated,  ignorant,  and  heady  as  I 
was,  I  had  not  yet  loft  my  reverence 
fot  virtue,  and  therefore  could  not  re-- 
ceive  fuch  di^tes  without  horror }  but, 
however^  was  pleai^d  with  his  determi* 
nation  ^  my  comrie  of  hfe,  becaufe  hf 
placed  me. in  the  way  that  leads  iboneft 
from  the^unefmbed  walks  of  dilciplinc 
^  educationi  to  the  open  fields  of  U» 
berty  and  qhcHct* 

t  was  now  in  tht  place  where  every 
one  catches  the  contagion  of  vanity,  aDd 
foon  began  to  diftinguiih  rayfidf  oy  £0* 
pbifms  and  paradoxes.  I  decjarea  war 
againft  all  received  opinions  and  efta* 
blUhed  rules,  and  levelled  my  batteries 
particularly  againft  thoie  univerfal  prin-  ^ 
ciples  which  nad  ftood  unfliaken  in  all 
the  viciflitudes  of  literature,  and  are  cow- 
fidered  as  thehiviolable  teroi^  of  truth,\ 
or  the  imjn-^pnable  bulwarks  of  feiencck  \ 

J  applied  rayicif  chiefly  to  tbofi;  parts  / 
of  learning  wnith  have  filled  the  world 
with  doubt  and  perplexity;  and  coul4 
readily. produce  all  the  arguments  rec 
Jating  to  matter  and  nx>tioo»  time  and 
fpace,  identity  and  infinity. 

I  was  eaually  able  and  equally  wil^ 
Kng  to  mamtain  the  fyftem  of  l^jwton 
or  Deicartes,  and  favoured  occafionally 
the  hypothecs  of  Ptolon^y,  or  that  of 
Copernicus.  I  ibmetimes  exalted  ve-* 
getables  to  fenfe,  and  (bmetimes  de« 
graded  anhnals  to  mechanifm. 

Nor  was  I  isfs  inclined  to  weaken  the 
credit  of  hiftory,  or  perplex  the  do6hines 
•f  polity.  I  was  always  of  the  party 
\duch  I  beard  the  company  coindemn. 

Among  the  zealots  of  Hoerty  I  could 
harangue  with  great  copioufnefs  upon 
tlic  advantages  of  ablblutc  monarchy, 
the  fecrecy  01  it*s  counfels,  and  the  ex« 
pcdition  of  it*s  mcafures;  and  often  ce- 
lebrated the  bleilings  produced  by  the 
extinction  of  parties,  and  preclufion  of 
debater. 

Among  the  aftertors  of  regai  aut]ip« 
rity>  I  Aevcr  fiuled  to  declaim  with  xt^ 
pwilican  warmth  upon  the  origiMd  cWr^ 
ter  of  vnivcrfid  liberty,  the  cormptio^ 
of  courts,  and  the  folly  of  voluotirjr 
ivbmi^OQ  to  tho^  whom  nature  faa$ 
levelled  with  ourfclves* 

I  knew  the  defeCb  of  every  ichant 
of  goremment,  and  the  inconvenicociet 
of  every  Uw»  I  fometimee  ibcwcd  ham 
much  the  condition  of  mankind  wouUI 
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%^  improved^  by  breaking  tbe  world  into 
^tty  Ibvereientiesy  and  ibmetimes  dif- 
played  the  feuclty  and  peace  which  uni- 
Verfal  monarchy  would  diifulb  over  the 
earth. 

To  every  acknowledged  fa£l  t  found 
Innumerable  obje^ions;.  for  it  was  my 
pile  to  judge  of  hii^ry  only  by  ab- 
4i^^  probab'dityi  and  therefore  I 
jnad^  no  (cruple  of  bidding  defiance  to 
teftii^i^yr  I  have  more  than  once  quef- 
tion^ed  tne  exigence  of  Alexander  the 
Great  i  and  haviiig  demonftrated  the 
foUy  of  ere^ing  edificesy  like  the  py- 
ramids of  Egypt)  I  frequently  hinted 
my  fuTpicion  that  the  world  kad  been 
long  deceived)  and  that  they  were  to  be 
f9^nd  only  in  the  narratives  of  travel- 
lers* 

It  had  been  happy  for  me  could  I 
have  confined  my  fcepticifm  to  hiftori- 
cal  con^veriies^  and  philofophical  dif- 
quiiitions ;  but  having  now  violated  my 
reaibn»  and  aecvfloip^  ijnprfelf  to  enqu'ure 
not  after  proofs,  but  obje^Uons,  i  had 
*  perplex^  truth  ,with  ^fehood  till  my 
ideas  were  confiifedy  my  judgment  em- 
1>arraired)  and  my  intelle^  diitorted. 
The  habit  of  confiderine  every  propo- 
iition  as  alik^  uncertain^  left  me  no  teft 
by  which  any  tenet  could  be  tried; 
every  op^imon  prefented  both  fides  with 
equal  ^idence,  and  n^y  fallacies  began 
to  operate  upon  my  own  mind  in  more 
important  enquiries.  It  was  at  lail  the 
ifOTt  of  my  vanity  to  weaken  the  ob- 
Lgations  of  moral  duty,  and  efface  the 
4iftin6lIons  of  eood  and  evil,  till  I  had 
deadened  the  fenfe  of  conviflion,  and 
abandoned  my  heart  to  the  fluduations 
of  uncertainty,  without  anchor  and  with- 
out compafs,  without  fatisfaflion  of  cu- 
riofity,  or  peace  of  confcienoe,  without 
principles  of  reaIbn,or  motives  of  a6Uon. 

Sucn  is  the  hazaxd  of  reprefllng  the 
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firfl  perceptions  of  truth,  of  ftireading 
for  diverfion  the  fnares  of  fophiltry,  and 
engaging  reaibn  againfl  it^s  own  deter- 
minations* 

.    The  difproportions  of  abfurdity  grow 
lefs  and  lels  yiiible,  as  we  are  reconciled  \ 
by  dq^rees  to  the  deformity  of  a  miftrefs;    } 
and  faliehood,  by  long  uic,  is  aflimilatedv 
to  the  mind,  as  poifbn  to  the  body.  3 

1  had  foon  the  mortification,  of  ^ing 
my  converfation  courted  only  by  th^ 
ignorant  or  wicked,  by  either  boys  who 
were  enchanted  by  novelty,  or  wretche% 
who  having  k>ng  difobeyed  virtue  and 
reafbn,  were  now  defirous  of  my  afTift- 
ance  to  dethrone  them. 

Thus  alarmed,  I  fhudderedatmy  own 
corruption,  and  that  pride  by  which  I 
had  been  feduced  contributed  to  reclaint 
me.  I  was  weary  of  continual  irrefb^ 
lutioD,  and  a  perpetual  eqvipoife  of  the 
mind  5  and  afhamedofbeing  the  favou- 
rite of  thofe  who  were  fcomed  and  ihun* 
ned  by.the  refl  of  nnankind. 

I  tnercfore  rcthied  litan  all  temptatioii 
to  difpute,  preforibed  a  aewngimen  to 
my  undertfcanding,  and.  refolved,  inllead 
ofrejeAing  all  eraibliihed  opinions  which 
I  could  not  prove,  to  tolerate  though  not 
adopt  all  which  I  coukl  not  confute* 
I  fiM*bore  to  heat  my  imagination  with 
needlefs  "controverfies,  to  difcufs  quei^ 
tions  confefledly  uncertain,  and  refrain* 
ed  fteadily  firom  gratifying  my  vanity 
by  the  fupport  of  mfehood. 

By  this  method  I  am  at  length  re«^ 
covered  from  my  argumental  doirium^  x. 
and  find   myfelf  in  the  'flate  of  one    \ 
awakened  from  the  confudon  and  tu-     J 
mult  of  a  feverifh  dream*    I  rejoice  in 
the  new  poffefEon  ofevidence  and  reality, 
and  ftep  on  from  truth  to  truth  with 
confidence  and  quiet. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

PCRTINAX* 


N^XCVI.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  i6,  1751. 


<^VOV  M  rLATONll  ilVSA  PXttONilT  VtftVM,    . 
^QD  qjOXtqjVK  OISGIT,    IMMXMOS  aXCOftOATVft* 

TIUTK  IN  FLATOKXCt  ORNAMKKTS   BEDECKED, 
INPOIC^D  WE  LOVE,    UMHEXDJKG   tECOLLECTf 


BOXTIVS* 


IT  Is  reported  of  the  Perlians,  by  an     rUe,  to /boot  luitb  the  how^  andtofieidt 
ancient  writer,  that  the  fum  of  their     the  truih. 
location  confiftcd  In  teaching  youth  fo       Tbe  bow  and  the  horfe  were  eafily 
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mattered  i  but.it  would  have  been  happy 
if  we  had  been  infonned  by  what  arts 
veracity  was  cultivated,  and  by  what 
prefervatives  a  Pcrfian  mind  was  Tecured 
againft  the  temptations  to  ^fehood. 

There  are,  indeed,  in  the  prefcnt  cor- 
ruption of  mankind,  many  mcitements 
to  fbrfake  truth ;  the  need  of  palliatii^ 
mir  own  faults,  and  the  convenience  of 
imppAng  on  the  ignorance  or  credulity 
of  others,  fo  frequently  occur  j  fo  many 
immediate  evils  are  to  be  avoided,  and 
fo  manv  prefent  gratifications  obtained, 
bf  cratt  and  dclufion,  that  very  few  of 
thofe  who  are  qiuch  entangled  in  life 
Itave  fpirit  and  conftancy  fuificient  to 
fupport  tli^  in  the  fteady  pra£lice  of 
©pen  veracity. 

In  order  that  all  men  nuy  be  taught 
to  fpcak  truth,  it  is  ncceffary  that  all 
Hkewile  fliould  learn  to  hear  it ;  for  no 
Species  of  falfehood  is  more  frequent 
than  flattery,  to  which  the  coward  is 
betrayed  by  fear,  the  dependant  by  in- 
tereft,  and  the  friend  by  tendemefs :  thoie 
^ho  are  neither  fervile  nor  timorous,  are 
yet  deijrous  to  beftow  pleafure;  and 
vrhile  unjuft  demands  of  praife  continue 
to  be  made,  there  will  always  be  fome 
whom  hope,  fear,  or  kindnel's,  will  dif- 
pofe  to  pay  them. 

'  The  ffuilt  of  falfehood  is  very  widely 
extended,  and  many  whom  their  pon- 
fcience  can  fcarcely  charee  with  ftooping 
to  a  lie,  have  vitiated  the  morals  of 
f>thers  by  their  vanity,  and  patronized 
the  vice  which  they  believe  themielves 
to  abhor. 

Truth  is,  indeed^  not  of^en  welcome 
for  it's  own  fakej  it  is  generally  un- 
pleafing  becaufe  contrary  to  our  wiflics 
and  oppofite  to  our  pra^ice ;  and  as  our 
attention  naturally  foUows  our  interelf, 
we  hear  un\\nllingly  what  we  arc  afraid 
to  know,*  and  foon  forget  what  we  have 
no  inclination  to  fmprefs  yppii  our  me- 
jnorics. 

For  tl^is  reafon  many  arts  of  inftnic- 
tion  have  been  invcntrd,  by  which  the 
reluftfence  againft  truth  may  be  over- 
■'-  come  J  and  as  phyfick  \$  given  to  children 
in  confcftibws,  precepts  have  been  hid- 
den under  a  thoufand  appearances,  that 
mankind  may  be  bribed  by  plcafure  to 
cfcape  deftruftion. 

'  while  the  world  was  yet  in  it's  infan- 
cy^ Truth  came  among  mortals  fmin 
above,  and  Falfehood  from  below. 
Tf uth  was  the  daughter  of  Jwpittr  and 


Wifdora ;  Falfehood  was  the  progeny  of 
Folly  impregnated  by  the  wind.  TTiey 
advanced  with  equal  confidence  to  feizc 
the  dominion  of  the  new  creation  ;  and 
as  their  enmity  and  their  force  were  well 
known  to  the  celeftials,  all  the  eyes  of 
heaven  were  turned  upon  the  conteft. 

Truth  feemed  conlcious  of  fuperior 
power  and  jufter  claim,  and  therefore 
came  on  towering  and  majeftick,  unaf«- 
fifted  and  alone;  Reafon  indeed  always 
attended  her,  but  appeared  her  follower 
rather  than  companion.  Her  march  was 
flow  and  ftately,  but  her  motkm  was 
perpetually  progreflive  j-  and  when  once 
flie  nad  gioundra  her  fcK>t,  neither  gods 
nor  men  could  force  her  to  retire. 

Falfehood  always  endeavoured  to  copy 
the  mien  and  attitudes  of  Truth,  and  was 
very  fuccefsful  in  the  arts  of  mimickry. 
^he  was  furroiinded,  animated^  and  Aip* 
ported,  by  innumerable  legions  of  appe- 
tites and  pafllons ;  but,  like  other  feeole 
commanders,'  was  obliged  often  to  re- 
ceive law  firom  her  allies.  Her  motions 
were  flidden,  irregular,  and  violent ;  for 
flie  had  no  ib»dinefs  nor  conftaiicy.  She 
often  gained  conquefts  by  hafty  inciu*- 
flons,  which  fhe  never  hoped  to*  keep  by 
her  own  ftrensth,  but  maintained  by  the 
help  of  the  prions,  whom  flie  generally 
found  refolute  and  faithful. 

It  fometimes  happened  that  the  anta- 
gonifts  met  in  full  oppofition.  In  thefe 
encopnters,  Falfehood  always  invefled 
her  head  with  clouds,  and  commanded 
Fraud  to  place  ambuffies  about  her.  In 
her  left-hand  flie  bore  the  fliield  of  Im- 
pudence,  and  the  qmver  of  Sophiftry 
rattled  on  her  flioulder.  AU  the  [Kiflions 
attended  at  her  call;  Vanity  clapped  her 
wings  before,  and  Obflinacy  fupported 
Iter  behind.  Thus  guarded  and  ailfifted, 
fhe  fometimes  advanced  againft  Truth, 
and  fometimes  waited  the  attack;  but 
always  endeavoured  tp  flcirmifli  at  a  dif- 
tance,  perpetually  ftiifted  her  ground, 
and  let  fly  her  arrows  in  different  direc- 
tjops;  for  flic  certainly  found  that  l^r 
flrength  failed,  whencrer  the  eye  of 
Truth  darted  full  upon  her. 

Ti-uth  had  the  awful  afpeA  though 
not  the  thunder  of  her  father ;  and  when 
the  long  continuance  of  the  coptefl 
brought  them  near  to  one  another,  Falfe- 
hood let  the  arms  of  Sophiftiy  fall  from 
her  grafp,  and,  holding  up  the  fhield  of 
Impudence  with  both  her  hands,  fliel- 
tcrcd  hci'^elf  ^mongft  the  pani9ns. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tut  raMbler. 


iTrUtliy  though  (he  was  often  wound- 
id,  aJways  recovered  in  a  ihort  time; 
hut  it  tTJls  common  for  the  (lightcft  hurt, 
received  by  Falfehood,  to  fpread  it's 
malignity  to  the  neighbouring  parts, 
ftnd  to  burft  open  again  when  it  Teemed 
to  have  been  cured. 

Fdfehoody  in  a  dioh  time,  found  by 
experience  that  her  fiipetiority  confifted 
only  in  the  celerity  of  her  courft,  and 
the  changes  of  her  pofture.  She  there- 
fore ordered  Sufpicion  to  beat  thegroun4 
before  her,  and  avoided  virith  ereat  care 
to  crofs  the  way  of  Truth,  who,  as  ihe 


tl^ 


the  appetites,  that  (hook  off  their  alle- 
giance, and  ranged  themfelves  again  un"* 
der  the  banner  of  her  enemy; 

Truth,  however,  did  not  gfow  weaker 
by  the  ftruggle,  for  her  vigour  was  un« 
conquerable}  yet  (he  was  piit>voked  td 
(*ee  herftlf  thus  baMed  and  impeded  bf 
an  enemy,  whom  ihe  looked  on  witn 
contempt,  and  who  ha4  no  advantage 
but  fuch  as  (he  owed  ta  inconftancy^ 
weaknefs,  and  artifioei  She  therefore, 
in  the  anger  of  difiippointment,  call«l 
upon  her  &ther  Jupiter  to  re-e(!abiiih 
her  in  the  ikies,  and  leave  mankind  td 


never  varied  her  pointy  but  moved  con-     the  diforder  and  mifery  which  they  de<4 
.^.^  ,^     ^_.     <._-   — g^ljjy,     ferved,  by  fubmittiug  willingly  to  tilt 


fkntly  upon  the  fame  line,  was 
cfcaped  by  the  oblique  and  defultoty 
rnovements,  the  quick  retreats  and  ac- 
,  tive  doubles  which  FalfeHood  always 
praflifed,  when  the  enemy  begaii  to  raife 
terror  by  her  approach* 

By  this  proCttfurcFalfehood  every  hour 
encroached  upon  the  world,  and  extend- 
ed her  empire  through  all  climes  and 
regions,  wherever  me  carried  her  vic- 
tories (heleft  thePaflTions  in  full  autho- 
rity behind  her  j  who  were  fo  well  pleif- 
cd  with  Command,  that  they  held  out 
"with  great  obftinacy  when  Truth  came 
to  (kilt  their  pofts,  and  never  failed  to 
retard  her  progrefs,  though  thcr  could 
hot  ahirays  ftop  it  j  they  yielded  at  laft 
iwithgi^t  reluctance,  frequent  rallies, 
and  (ulleii  fubmiilion;  and  always  in- 
dined  to  revolt  When  Truth  ceafed  to 
awe  them  by  her  immediate  prefence. 

Truth,  who,  when  (he  firft  der(Jended 
from  the  heavenly  palaces,  expelled  to 
liave  been  received  by  uniVerlal  acclama- 
tion, cherilhedwithlcindneis,  heard  with 
obedience,  and  ixivited  to  fpread  her  iii- 
duence  from  province  to  province,  now 
fodnd  that,  vniercter  (he  came,  (he  muft 
force  her  paiTage.  Every  intdleCk  was 
precluded  by  Proudice,  and  every  heart 
preoccupied  bv  Fzffioa.  She  indeed  ad- 
vanced, but  (ne  advanced  dowly;  and 
often  loft  the  conquefts  which  (he  left 
behind  her,  by  fudden  infurre^ions  of 


ufurpation  of  Falfehood. 

Jupiter  corapaflionated  tlfe  world  tod 
much  to  grant  her  requeft,  yet  was  wil- 
ling to  eafe  her  laboiirs,  and  mitigate 
hdr  vetatiori.  He  commanded  her  t9 
confult  the  Mufes  by  what  method  (he 
might  obtain  an  eaficr  receptioB,  and 
reign  without  the  toil  of  inceflant  jwar* 
It  was  thcndifcovered,  that  (heobftruft- 
ed  her  own  progrefs  by  the  feverity  of 
her  afpea,  and  the  (olemiiity  of  her 
di^tes;  and  that  mcii  would  never 
willingly  admit  her,  till  they  ceafed  t<» 
fear  her,  (ince  by  riving  themfelves  uol 
to  Falfehood  they  feldom  made  any  &. 
crifice  of  their  eafe  oriileafme,  becaufe(ho 
took  the  (hape  that  was  raoA  engagimr- 
and  always  fufTered  herfelf  to  be  duffel 
and  painted  by  Defire.  The  Mufee 
wove,  in  the  loom  of  Pallas,  a  loofc  and 
changeable  robe,  like  that  in  which  Falfe- 
hood captivated  her  admirers  5  with  this 
they  invefted  Truth,  arid  named  her  Fic- 
tion. She  now  went  out  ^in  to  con* 
3uer  with  more  fucccfs;  for  when  (he 
emanded  entrance  of  the  Palfions,  they 
often  miftook  her  for  Falfehood,  and  de-. 
livered  Up  their  charge  1  but  when  (he 
had  once  taken  poflfeiTion,  (he  was  fooii 
difrobed  bv  Reafon,  and  (hone  out,  iit 
her  original  form,  with  native  effulgence 
and  rcfiftlcfs  dignity. 
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N«XCVII.    TUESPAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  17511 

rACUKDA  CVLTM  SECULA  NVfTIAS 
rklMVM  iNq^UIKAVERE,    BT    CENUS^    XT  DOMOt^ 
HOC   rONTB   DEKIVATA  CLAOES 

IN  PATRiAM  ropvi.OM<iyx  rtVEIT. 

HOR. 

yRtriTTtjt  or  crimes,  thu  age  fiiit  stain'i^ 

TkEIR'HAFLESSOFPSPllItCG,    AND  FROFAK*D 
THE  NUFTIAt  BED  J    FHOM  WHENCE  TRE  VTOXt* 
WHI0II  VAEIOtrs  AMD  VNNUMBER^D  ROSE 
FROM  THIS  FOLLUTED  I'OVNTAIN  HEAD, 
•  0*BM  ROMS  AHU  O'ER   Til«  NAITIONS  IfREAD. 


TUB  reader  Is  indcbtedifof  tM5djiy*s 
*  efllcrtjftnment  to  an  author'  from 
whom  the  age  has  received  greater/a- 
▼ibtiri/  who  ras  cnlarg^J'the  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  airi  taught  the  pal*- 
fiOns  to  ntovt  at  the  command  of  vir- 
tue.    ^ 

^  TO  THE   RAMBLER* 
\        Sill 

Xxr  H  E 14  thtf  Speftitor  was  firft  pub- 
'^'^.lifhedin  Angle  papers,  ft  gave  me 
fo  much  pleafure,  that  it  is  one  df  th^ 
favourite  amufcmcnts  of  my  age  to  rc- 
coMfcft  it  i  and  when  I  refleff  on  the 
foibles  of  th'oie  tlm^,  as  dcfcribed  in 
that  ufcful  work/  and  compare  tlicm 
wfth  the  vices  now  reigning  among  u», 
I  cahnotbut  wi(h  that  you  would  oftcner 
take  cognizance  of  the  naanners  of  the 
better  half  of  the  human  fpccics,  that  if 
yotir  precepts  and  obfervations  be  car- 
ried down  to  pofterity,  the  Spe^ators 
may  /hew  to  the  rifing  generation'  what 
were  the  fafhionable  follies  of  their 
grandmothers,  the  Rambler  of  their 
mothers,  and  that  fioni  both  they  may 
iiraw  inftruftion  and  warning. 

When  I  read  thofe  Spc^lators  which 
took  notice  of  the  irtilbchaviour  of  young 
women  at  church,  by  which  they  vainly" 
hope  to  attrafl  admirers,  I  ufca  topro- 
noimce  fuch  forward  young  women 
Seekers,  in  order  to  diftinguifh  them 
by  a  mark  of  infamy  from  thofe  who 
had  patience  and  decency  to  ftay  till 
they  were  fought. 

But  I  have  lived  to  fee  fuch  a  change  . 
in  the  manners  of  women,  that  I  would 
now  be  willing  to  compound  with  them 
^Lrrlhat  name,  although  I  then  thought 
k  dilgraceful  enough,  if  they  wouU  de- 
fcrve  no  worle ;  fmcc  now  tney  arc  too 
generally  given  up  to  negli^nce  of  do- 
mefUckbulinpfs,  to  idle  amulcntnts^  and 


FlAl^CIf. 

to  wicked  racketf ,  without  any  fctttJ.-  ^ 
view  at  all  but  of  fquandering  time. 

In  the  time  of  the  Speftator,  except- 
ing fomctimes  an  appearance  in  the  ring^ 
fometimes  at  a  good  and  choien  play^ 
foinetimes  on  a  .vifit  at  the  houfe  otaf 
grave  relation,  the  young  ladles  content- 
ed themfelves  to  be  found  employed  in 
domeftick  duties;  for  then  routes,  drums# 
balls,  affemblies,  and  luch  like  markeu 
for  women,  were  not  known. 

Modefty  and  diffidence,  gendenels , 
and  meekaefs,  were  looked  upon  as  the 
appropriate  virtues  and  ehai^eriftic 
gi^ces  of  the  fej^.  And  if  a  forward 
fpjrit  pufhcd  itfelf  into  notice,  it  was 
cxpofed  in  piint  as  it  defeivcd. 

The  churches  were  alnibft  the  only 
]>lace$  where  fmgle  women  were  to  be  • 
fcen  by  fti-anger».    Mcp  went  thither 
expefbng  to  fee  them,  and  perhaps  toa 
much  for  that  only  purpofc. 

But  fome  good  often  refuhed,  how-  • 
ever  unproper  might  be  their  motives. 
Both  fexes  were  in  the  way  of  their  duty  ^ 
The  man  mufl  be  abandoned  indeeilji 
who  loves  not  goodnefs  in  another  $  nor 
were  the  young  fellows  of  that  age  fo 
wholly  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  right,  as  pride 
and  conceit  ha$  fince  made  them  affd^ 
to  be.  When  therefore  they  faw  a  fair- 
one,  whofe  decent  beliaviour  and  cheer- 
ful piety  fhewcd  her  cameft  in  her  firft  ^ . 
duties,  they  had  the  lefs  doubt,  judging^ 
politically  only,  that  Hie  would  have  » 
confcientious  regard  to  her  fccond* 
.  With  whataraour  hsnre  I  feen  watclr- 
ed  for,  the  rifing  of  a  kneeling  beauty  | 
and  what  additional  charms  has  dievotioa 
given  to  her  reconsnunicatcd  features  ? 

The  men  were  often  the  better  for  what 
they  heard.  Even  a  Saul  was  once  found 
prophefying  among  the  prophets  whom 
he  had  fet  out  to  deftroy.  To  a  mail^ 
thu»  put  iO' good-humour  by  a  pleafing 
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ti1^eS>  religion  it(el£  looked  more  ami- 
lible.  The  Men  Seekta-s  of  the  SpcAa- 
tor's  time  loved  the  holy  place  for  the. 
6bje^'3  fuke,  oud  loved  the  obje£l  &^ 
her  fuitable  behiviour  in  it. 

Reverence  mingled  witk  their  love  4 
mod  they  thought  that  a  young,  lady  of 
fuch  good  principles  mull  be  addi-cfled 
only  by  the  man  who  at  leaft  made  a 
Ihew  of  good  pnnciple;s,  whether  his 
heart  was  yet  quite  right  or  not- 

Nor  did  th«  young  lady's  behaviour^. 
at  any  time  of  the  fen'icc,  leflcn  this  re- 
verence. Her  eyes  were  her  own,  her 
ears  the  preacher's.  Women  are  always . 
tijoftobfcrved  when  they  feem  themfelves 
Itatt  to  obferve,  or  to  lay  out  forobfer- 
ration.  The  eye  of  a  refpeftful  lover 
loves  rather  to  receive  confidence  from 
•the  witWrawn  eye  of  the  fair-one,  than 
to  find  itfelfoliliged  to  retreat.) 

When  a  young  gentleman's  afre6lion 
was  thus  laudably  engaged,  he  purfued 
it's  natural  dl£lat6S|  keeping  then  was 
a  raie,  at  leaft  a  fecrct  and  fcandalous 
Vice,  and  a  wife  was  the  fxmimit  of  his 
wiihes.  Rejedion  was  now  dreaded* 
and  pre-engagement  apprehended.  A 
Wpman  wliomnciov^d,  he  wa$  ready  to 
tiynk  muft  be  admired  by  all  the  world. 
His  fearSy  his  uncertainties,  increafedhis 
love. 

Every  enquiry  he  made  into  the  lady's 
domefUck  excellence,  which,  whsn  a 
wife  is  to  be  chofen,  will  furely  not  be 
ne^lefled,  confirmed  him  in  his  choice. 
He  opens  his  heart  to  a  common  friend, 
imd  noneiUy  difcovers  tlie  ftate  of  his 
fortune.  His  friend  applies  to'  thofe  of 
tl^  yo^in^  lady,  whofe  parents,  if  tliey 
imju-ove  his  proposals,  difclofe  them  to 
tttcirdaug&ter. 

She  perhaps  is  not  an  abfolute  ftran- 
ger  to  tlie  pafEcn  of  the  young  gentle- 
man. His  eyes,  hi^  afllduities,  his  con- 
(lant  attendance  at  a  church,  whither, 
ttil  of  late,  he  ufed  ieldom  to  come,  and 
a  thou(and  little  obfcrvances  that  he 
paid  her,  had  very  probably  drtt  forced 
her  to  regard,  and  then  Inclined  her  to 
lavour  him. 

That  a  youn?  lady  (hould  be  in  love, 
and  the  love  of  tne  yoxmg  gentleman  un- 
declared, is  an  heterodoxy  which  pru- 
dence, and  even  policy,  muft  not  allow, 
fiut  thUs  applied  to,  me  isallrefignation 
to  her  parents.  Charming  refignation, 
which  mclination  oppofes  not* 

Her  relations  applaud  her  for  her.du- 
4yi  friends  meet;  points  are  adjvfted} 


deli£^t6]lpeftu|lMiyoiM(,.andlIiepet,  asA: 
a  few  lover's  fears^  fill  up  the-  tcduwv: 
ib^ce,  till  an  int«i^iew  »  grantMl  (  for 
tne  young  lady  ha4«|otrin^aaieif  chopi 
at  publick  placM. 

The  timo  of  intervifw  jmr«$^  Sfatf 
is  modeftly  reTervedf  he  if  Hot  oMi^de»t»* 
Hede^la^hiapafiioa^  tbemnibioaAMGi 
of  her  own  yvoFth>  and  hit.  appUcaiioit' 
to  h^  wronts,  tal^e  from  her  any  d««fat . 
of  his  hncerity  3  and  ilie  owns  lierictfiob^. 
l\ged  to  him  tor  tus  gpod  opinion.  The 
enquiries  of  her  6iei2i»  into  ht«  cbamc^ 
ter  havie  taught,  her.  that  his  good.  opi« 
nion  deftrves  to  be  valued.  - 

ahe  tacitly  aliow»of  hts.^ltinRidfit«# 
he  renews  them  $  the  regaid  of  each  fbr 
the  other  is  conBrmedj  and  when  he 
pr^iTcs  for  the  favour  of  her  hand*  hr 
reives  a  declaration  of  an  entin»  0&« 
quiefcence  witK  her  duty,  and  a  jaodeil 
acknowledgment  of  efteem  for  laatv 

He  applies  to  her  parents^  there^Bre^ 
for  a  near  day;  and  thinkaiiimfelf  un- 
der obligation  to  them  ior.  the  cheeriid  ., 
and  afl^BCtionate  ihanner  with  which  they. , 
receive  his  agreeable  application. 

With  this  profpeft.of  fiitmv  h^pl« 
neis,  the  marriapei  is  celebrated*  Gra* 
tulations  pour  m  from  every,  quarter* 
Parents  and  relations  on  both  ildee, 
brought  acquainted  in  theooarfe  of  the 
courtlhip,  can  receive  the  happy  couple 
virith  countenances  illumined^  and  joyful 
heart«* 

The  brothers,  the  fifters,  the  friefid» 
of  one  family,  are  the  l»*others,  the 
fillers,  the  friends  of  the  other.  Their 
two  taipilies  thus  made  one,  are  the 
world  to  the  young  couple. 

Theu:  home  is  the  place  of  their  prin* 
cipal  delist,  noi*  do  they  ever  occaficMo^ 
ally  quit  it,  but  they  find  thepleafiireof 
retuMling  to  it  augmontecLin  propoitioii 
to  the  time  of  their  ^fence  born  it# 

Oh,  Mr.  Rambierl  forgive  the  talk* 
ativenefs  of  an  old  man.  When  I  couit« 
ed  and  mar/ied  my  Lsetitia,  then  a 
l^looming  beauty,  every  thing  pafled  juft 
fo!  But  how  is  the  cafe  now?  The  la- 
dies^ maidens,  wives,  and  widows,  are 
engrofled  by  places  of  open  relbrt  and 
general  entertainmenti  wnich  fill  every 
quarter  of  the  meti-opolis,  and  being 
conftantly  frequented,  make  home  ii'k- 
fome.  Breakfaftiiig-pUces,  dining, 
places,  routes,  drums,  ooncerte,  baihr^ 
plays,  operas,  mafquerades  for  the  even- 
mg,  and  even  for  all  night,  and  latelf , 
piiblick  ialcs  of 'the  g^s  of  brokta 
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libiife-keMerfy  ^R^h  the  general  diiTo- 
Itttenefs  ot  manners  ha^  contributed  to 
snake  very  fi^quent,  come  in  as  another 
ftaTonable  relief  to  thele  modem  time- 
killers. 

In  the  fuminer  there  are  iri  every 
comitry^own  aflemblies;  Tunbridge/ 
^uthy  Cheltenham,  Scarborough!  What 
cxpence  of  drefs  and  equipage  is  requir-: 
ed  to  qualify  the  frequenters  for  fuch 
emulous  appearance  ? 

By  the  natuiul  mfeflion  of  example, 
the  lowed  people  have  places  of  (ixpenny 
refort,  am  gaming-tables  for  pence. 
Thus  fervants  are  now  induced  to  fraud 
aoddiflionefiy,  to  fupport  extravagance, 
and  fupply  their  lofes. 
-  At  to  the  ladies  who  frequent  thofe 
publick  places,  they  are  not  afhamed  to 
Ihew  their  faces  wherever  men  dare  go, 
nor  blufli  to  try  who  ihall  fbre  moft  im- 
prudently, or  who  ihall  laugh  loudeft  on 
thepublick  walks. 

The  men  who  Would  make  c;ood  huf- 
bands,  tf  they  viiit  thofe  pUccs,  are 
frigltted  at  wedlock,  and  reiolve  to  live 
ibigle,  except  they  are  bought  at  a  very 
hipn  price.  Thcnr  can  be  fptflators  of 
aUtiiat  pafle*>  uid,  if  they pleafe,  more 
then  fpeoators,  at  theexpence  of  others* 
The  companion  of  an  evening,  and  the 
companion  for  life,  require  very  differ- 
ent qtialifications. 

Two  thoufand  pounds  in  the  lafl  a^, 
with  adomeftick  wife,  would  go  farther 
than  ten  thoufand  in  this.  Yet  lettle- 
ments  are  expefted,  that  often,  to  a  mer- 
cantile man  efj>ecially,  fmk  a  fortune  in- 
toufelefsnefs;  and  pin-money  is  flipulat- 
ed  for,  which  makes  a  wife  independent, 
;and  deftroys  love,  by  putting  it  out  of  a 
man's  power  to  lay  any  obligation  upoA 
her,  tii^t  might  engage  gratitude,  and 
kindle  affe^Uon.  When  to  all  this  the 
card-tables  are  added,  how  con  a  pru<* 
dent  man  think  of  marrying  ? 


And  when  the  worthynten  kaaw  aati 
where  to  find  wives,  muft  not  the  iex  b^ 
left  to  the  foplings,  the  coxcombs,  the 
Itbntines  of  the  i^,  whom  they  help 
to  make  fuch  I  And  need  even  th«& 
Wretches  marry  to  enjoy  the  convert* 
tion  of  thole  who  reiider  thtir  company 
fo  cheap;  ? 

And  what,  af^er  aU,  is  the  benefit 
#hich  the  gay  coquette  obtains  by  her 
fititf crt }  As  (he  h  approachable  by* 
every  rtutn,-  without  fequiiing,  I  will  not 
fay  ihcenfe  or  adoration,  bat  even  com* 
mon  comnlaifance,  ef e^  fop  treats  her 
as  upon  the  letel,  looks  upeii  her  light 
airs  as  inntations,  and  iiT  on  the  v^tck 
to  take  the  advantage:  (kt  hSis  compa- 
nions, indeed,  but  no  loVcrs ;  for  lovo 
is  refpe6^ful  and  timorous  |  aind  wh^ 
amoi]^  all  her  followers  will  (he  find  a 
hufband? 

Set,  dear  Sir,  before  the  youthful,  th€ 
gay,  the  inconiiderate,  the  contempt  aa 
well  as  the  danger  to  which  they  are  ex* 
pofed.  At  one  time  or  other,  women, 
not  utterly  thoughtlefs,  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  jufti«  of  vour  cenfure^  and 
the  charity  of  your  in(tru6lion. 

But  ihould  your  expofhilations  and 
reproofs  have  no  effcd  upon  thofe  who 
are  far  gone  in  fafhionable  folly,  they 
may  be  retailed  from  their  mouths  to 
their  nieces,  (marriage  will  not  oftert 
have  entitled  meie  to  daughters)  wheni 
they,  the  meteors  of  a  day,  findthem- 
felves  elbowed  off  the  ftage  of  vanity  by 
other  flutterers  ;  for  the  mofl  admired 
women  cannot  have  many  Ttmbridge, 
many  Bath  feafons  to  boat  in ;  fince 
even  fine  faces,  often  feen,  are  lefs  re- 
garded than  new  faces,  the  proper  pu- . 
nifhmcnt  of  ihowy  girls,  ft)r  rendcnng 
themfelves  fo  impolitickly  cheap, 
lam.  Sir, 
Your  finccre  admirer,  &c« 
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ELPHlKlTOir* 


^afUM  AUTHOR  OP  THE  RAMBL]!R« 
MB*  XAMBLXB, 

You  have  often  endeavoured  to 
imprefsupon  your  readers  an  ob* 
4^^0X1  of  more  truth  than  uovelt/,  that 


life  ^tiles,  for  tlie  mpfl  part,  in  petty 
trahia^lions^  that  our  hours  glide  away 
in  trifling  amufcmetits  and  Sig^t  ra- 
tifications j  and  that  there  very,  feldom 
em^ges  any  dccaAon  that  can  call  forth 
great  virtoe  or  great  abilities. 
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£i  verf  copomonlv  happens  that  fpe- 
tion  has  no  influence  on  condu^^. 
Juft  conclufionS)  and  coeent  aieumentsy 
formed  by  laborious  ftuoy,  and  diligent 
cnaulryy  arc  often  repofited  in  the  ti  ca- 
^  funesof  memoiTj  as  gold  in  the  mlfer's 
/     chefty  ufeleft  ^ike  to  others  and  hira- 
V_^jfelf .    As  fomc  are  not  richer  for  the  ex- 
tent of  their  pofleiTions,  others  are  not 
v^iier  far  the  multitude  of  theif  ideas^ 

You  have  truly  dcfcribed  the  ftate  of 
human  beings>  but  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  you  have  accommodated  youi* 
precepts  to  yoiu:  defcriptionj  whether 
you  have  not  generally  confidered  your 
readers  as  influenced  by  the  tragick  paf- 
£ons,,and  fufceptible  of  pain  or  plea- 
fure  only  from  powerful  agents>  and 
£rom  gr^  event$. 

To  an  author  who  writes  not  for  the 
ImpfQirement  of  a  fmgle  art,  or  the  efta- 
biimment  of  a  controvert^  do£lrine» 
but  equally  intends  the  advantage^  and 
equally  courts  the  peni£d  of  all  the 
dailes  of  mankind,  nothing  can  jufQy 
lecm  untvorthy  of  regard,  by  which  thic 
pleaAire  of  conversation  may  be  in- 
creaf^d,  and  the  daily  fati8fa6lions  of 
familiar  life  fecured  from  interruption 
and  dilguft. 

For  this  reafbn  you  would  not  have 
Injured,  your  reputation,  if  you  had 
fometimfes  defcended  to  the  minuter  du- 
ties of  focial  beinfi^s,  and  enforced  the 
obfervance  of  thole  little  civilities  and 
ceremonious  deHcacies,  \vhich,  incon- 
nderable  as  th^  may  appear  to  the  man 
pf  fcience,  and  difficult  as  they  may 
prove  to  be  detailed  with  dignity,  yet 
contribute  to  the  regulation  of  the  world, 
by,  facilitating  the  intercourfe  between 
ofie  man  and  another,  and  of  which  the 
French  have  fufficiently  teftified  their 
cfleem,  by  terming  the  knowledge  and 
praflice  of  them  Scayojr  i/ivre-^tbe 
art  ^Ufving. 

Politenefs  is  one  of  thofe  advantages 
¥rhich  we  never  eftimate  ri^tly  but  oy 
the  inconvenience  of  it*8  lofs.  It*8  in- 
fluence upon  the  manners  is  conftant 
J^  and  uniform,  fb  that,  Ijke  an  equal  mo- 
{.  tion,  it  efcapes  perception.  The  cir- 
cumftances  of  every  aftion  are  Co  id' 
j^fled  to  each  other,  that  we  do  not  ilee 
where  any  error  oMd  have  been  com- 
initted,  aj^  xatb^  acqulefce  in  it*s  pro- 
priety,' than  admire  it's  exa^nefs. 

rBut  as  iicknefs  (hews  us  the  value  of 
«Afe,  a  little  ftmUiiarity  with  thofe  who 
^  ivm^crcf  taught  to  eock^Toiir  the  grat 


tification  ^f  o^iersy  but  regulate  their 
behaviour  merely  by  their  ov^  vnll,  will 
foon  evince  the  neceflity  of  eftabliflied 
modes  and  formalities  to  ^he  happineib 
and  quiet  of  conMnon  life. 

Wifdom  amf  virtue  are  by  no  meant 
fufEcient,  withoutthefuppleinentallaws 
of  g«od-breeding,  to  lecure  freedom 
from  degenerating  to  nidenefs,  or  felf* 
efteem  tcoai  fwelling  into  infolence  $  m 
thoufand  incivilitks  may  be  committed* 
and  a  thousand  offices  ne^le£ied,  with- 
out any  remorfe  of  conicience,  or  re- 
proach from  reafon* 

The  true  eflefl  of  genuine  politencft 
ieems  to  be  rather  e^ft  than  pleafure* 
The  power  of  delighting  muft  be  con- 
ferred by  nature,  smd  cannot  be  deliver* 
ed  by  precept,  or  obtained  by  imitations 
but  though  it  be  the  pclvilm  of  a  very 
fmall  number 'to  ravifli  and  to  charm* 
every  man  imj  hope  by  rules  and  cau* 
tton  not  to  nve  pain,  and  may  there- 
fore, by  the  help  of  good-breeding,  en- 
joy the  kindnefs  of  mankind,  though  he 
fliould  have  no  claim  to  higher  dxflinc- 
tions. 

The  univerial  axiom  in  which  ^ 
complaifance  is  included,  and  from 
which  flow  all  the  formalities  which  cuf^ 
tom  has  eftabliflied  in  civilized  nations* 
is,  Tbat  no  man/botdd  gi*ve  anyfr«ffi<' 
rence  to  bimfelf*  A  rule  fo  compreheo- 
five  and  certam,  that,  perhaps,  it  is  not 
eafy  for  the  mind  to  innage  an  incivility* 
widiout  fuppofing  it  to  be  broken. 

There  are,  indeed,  in  every  pUce,  Ibme 
particular  modes  of  the  ceremonial  part 
of  good^breeding,  which,  being  arhi« 
trary  and  accidental,  can  be  learned  only 
by  habitude  and  converfation :  ibch  are 
the  forms  of  falutation,  the  different 
gradations  of  reverence,  and  all  the  ad- 
juftments  of  place  and  precedence. 
Thele,  however,  may  be  often  violated 
without  offence,  if  it  be  fufficiently  evi- 
dent, that  neither  malice  nor  pride  con- 
tribute to  the  failure  J  but  will  not 
atone,  however  rigidly  obferved,  for  the 
tumour  of  infoloice,  or  petulance  of 
contempt* 

I  have,  indeed,  not  foUnd  among  ZKf 
part  of  mankind,  lefs  real  and  rational 
compliiifance,  than  among  thofe  wh» 
have  pafTed  their  time  in  paring  and  re- 
ceiving viiits,  in  frequentmg  puUick 
entertainments,  in  ftudying  the  exa^ 
meafures  of  ceremony,  and  in  watchii^ 
all  the  variations  of  nUhionable  courtefy. 

'jThey  know,   ind^j  at>fh|it  hour 
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they  may  beat  the  tfbor  of  an  acqnaint- 
.ance,  how  many  fteps  they  muft  attend 
iiim  towards  the  gate,  and  what  interval 
ftould  pafs  before  his  vifit  is  returned ; 
t>ut  fcidom  extend  their  care  be\'ond  the 
<3tterior  and  fineflcntial  parts  of  civility, 
nor  refufe  their  6wn  vanity  any  grati/i- 
ication,  however  expenilircy  to  the  quiet 
«jf  another. 

1*rjfheiti»  U  a  man  remarkable  for 
fplendour  and  expence ;  a  man  that«  hav- 
il^  been  orifinaUy  plactd  by  his  for- 
ttme  an4  rank  ill  £he  firft  clafs  of  the 
TBommunity,  has  acquired  that  air  of  dig- 
nity and  that  readinef^  in  the  exchange 
ief  compliments,  which  courts,  balls,  and 
^vees,  eafily  confer. 

But  Trypherus,  without  any  fettled 
|mrpo(cs  of  malignity,  partly  by  his  ig. 
iMirance  of  huiflan  nature,  and  partly 
l)y  the  habit  of  contemplating  with  great 
f:lfisfaAion  his  own  grandeur  and  riches, 
ss  hourly  giving  difguft  to  thofe  whom 
chdnce  or  expeSattoa  fubje£l  to  his  va- 
iity. 

To  a  man  whofe  fortune  confines  hhn 
to  a  fiaall  houfe,  he  declaims  upon  the 
,p!eafure  of  ijpacious  apartments,  and  the 
convenience  of  changing  his  lodging- 
room  in  different  parts  oT'the  year ;  tells 
lilm,  that  he  bates  con^nenient;  and 
concludes,  that  if  his  chamber  was  lels, 
he  fbould  never  wake  without  ^^thinking 
of  a  prilbn. 

To  Eucrctas,  a  man  of  birth  equal 
to  himfelf,  but  of  much  lefs  eftate,  he 
fliewed  hisfervices  of  plate,  and  remark- 
ed that  fuch  things  were,  indeed,  no- 
Himg  better  than  coftly  trifles,  but  that 
no  man  muft  pretend  to  the  rank  of  a. 
gentleman  without  them  j  and  that  for 


his  part,  if  his  eftatc  was  fitiallerr  h^ 
(hould  not  thihk  of  enjoying  but  eA» 
creafmg  it,  and  would  enquii*e  out  a 
trade  for  his  eldcft  fon. 

He  has,  In  imitation  of  fdme  more 
acute  obferrer  ,than  himfelf,  collc£led  a 
great  many  flilfts  and  artifices  by  which 
poverty  is  concealed;  and  among  the 
ladies  of  fmall  fortune,  never  faSs  to 
talk  of  frippery  and  flight  filks,  and  t^c 
convenience  of  a  generd  mourning. 

I  have  been  infulted  a  thoufand  timet 
with  a  catalogue  of  his  piftures,  his 
jewels,  and  his  rarities,  which,  though 
he  knows  the  humble  neatnefs  of  mv 
habitation,  he  feldom  fails  to  conduct 
by  a  declaration,  that  wherever  he  fees 
a  houfe  meanly  fiimifhed,  he  derpifes 
the  owner's  tafle,  or  pities  his  povcr^. 

This,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  the  praftice 
of  Trypha-us,  by  which  he  is  become 
tlie  terror  of  all  who  are  lefs  wealthy 
than  himfelf,  and  has  raifed  innumerable 
enemies  without  rivalry,  and  without ' 
malevolence. 

Yet  though  all  are  not  equally  cut- 
pable  with  Trypherus,  it  is  fcarcely  poA 
lible  to  find  any  man  who  does  not  fre- 
quently, like  film,  indulge  his  own  pi"ide 
by  forcing  others  into  a  comparifonvvith 
himfelf,  when  he  knows  the  advantage 
is  on  his  fide,  without  omlidering,  tl^ 
unneceflarily  to  obtrude  unpieafing  ideasy 
is  a  fpecies  of  oppreflion ;  and  that  it  is 
little  more  criminal  to  deprive  anotbif 
of  ibme  real  advantage,  than  to  int«i 
rupt  that  forgetfulnefs  of  it's  abfence 
which  is  the  next  happinefs  to  a^hisi 
poffdHon.  ,^^^_ 

EUTROPIVS. 
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THE  MABINEB  WITH  HIM  THAT  BOVXS  TMX  MAIN. 
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IT  has  been  ordained  by  Providence, 
for  the  confenration  of  order  in  the 
iinmenfe  variety  of  nature,  and  for  the 
liqguiar  propagation  of  the  fcveral  claiTcs 


of  life  with  whidv  the  dements  are  peo- 
pled, that  evenr  creature  (bould  be 
drawn  by  fome  Ucret  attrafHon  to  thofe 
of  hlsownkind)  and  thjitnot  only  the 
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■)|ent!e  arnd  dbmeftidcam^nals  which  na- 
turally unite  into  companies,  or  Cohabit 


by  paifs,  ikould  continue  Bntraul  to  their 
ipecies)  but  even  thofe  ravenous  attd 
ferocious  lavages,  which  Ariftotk  ob- 
'lerve$  never  to  be  mgarious^,  (kouid 
range  mountains  and  deferts  in  fearch 
cf  one  another,  rather  than  poiiiite  the 
Vrorfd  v^ith  4  lAoftftrouft  biithv 

As  the  perpetuity  and  diftin^on  t)f 
the  loij^er  tribes  of  the  creation  inquire 
that  they  fho>lld  bt  determined  to  prd*. 
per  mates  by  foAie  uniform  tnotite  of 
choice,  ^  foine  cogent  principle  of  ih^ 
Itin^;  it  is  neccfiary  like^j^ife,  that  man, 
vrhofc>)^idcrtapafcity demands  more  grt- 
tificationsy  and  who  feeh  in  himfdf  in- 
numerable wants,  v^hich  k  lift  of  foli- 
tude  dmnot  fnpply,  and  innumerable 
powers  to  which  it  timnot  giVe  employ- 
Wenl>  Should  be  kd  t6  fuitaUe  tam^ 
paniqns  by  particukr  inftueUce}  and 
awnon?  many  beings  of  the  (ame  natxlre 
wth  himfeff,  he  majr  fcleft  (bme  foi*  in- 
timacy and  ttfndcrtieis,  and  improve  the 
condition  of  hi^  exiftencc,  by  ftiperadd- 
sng  itiendthip  to  hi^manity,  and  ttie 
love  of  indivichrtils  to  that  of  the  fpeciet. 

Otfad-  afiimak  are  fo  formed,  that 
tbey  Icem  to  twifribtitc  tciy  little  to  tihc 
Wppinefk  of  each  othef ,  and  kno#  nei- 
ther joy,  not-  grtef,  nor  lote,  tiot  hacred, 
tmt  as  they  afe  nrged  b^  (bme  defife  im- 
.  ftncdiately  fubibtient  either  to  t!he  fup- 
Jx)ft  of  their  own  ^ives,  of  Cotbe  con- 
tinuation df  their  race;  they  therefore 
leldom  aopear  to  tegard  any  of  the  mi- 
tiutef  dijlcriminattons  which  difHnguifli 
Creatures  -dE  the  tuxtit  kind  from  one 
another. 

But  if  man  wcsr^to  feel  no  incenttvet 
to  kindnefs,  more  than  his  general  ten- 
dency to  congenial  nature,  iBAbylon  or 
^London,  with  all  their  multitudes^  would 
r    Wvc  to  hhn  the  defolation  of  awilder* 
tiefs;  his  affe^ions,  not  eompretfed  in- 
/^  to  a  narrower  tompafs,  would  vanifh> 
\    tike  elemental  iite^  m  boundlei^  evapo- 
ration ;  he  would  langtdih  in  perpetual 
infcnfibility;  and  though  he  might,  per- 
haps, in  the  iirft  vigour  of  youtn,  amuft 
liimfelf  with  the  ttefh  enjoyments   of 
life,  yet,  when  curio£ty  fhouki  ceafev 
Mtid  alacrity  fubfide^  be  would  abandon 
Itimfeff  to  the  fluatuitiofts  of  chanee^ 
without  expelling  help  againft  any  ca*> 
lamity,  or  feeling  any  wiOi  (or  the  bAp- 
^      pinefs  of  others. 

'  To  love  all  men  k  our  duty^  fo  far 
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as  it  includes  1  ffincnH  habit  oiT  bene- 
volence, and  readinefs  <^  occafionil 
kindnei^;  but  to  love  all  equally  id  ira- 
poffible,  at  leaft  impoflible  without  the 
extin£lion  6f  thofe  pafHons  which  now 
produte  ^[  d\ir  pains  and  all  ouf  plea- 
sures $  ^ithoiit  the  difufe,  if  not  the 
uboUtiott,  offome  of  our  faculties,  and 
the  fuppreilion  of  all  our  hopes  and 
fears  in  apath]^  and  indifference. 

The  necciltties  of  our  toii^tion  r^* 
quife  a  thoufand  t>ffitel  of  tendemefs, 
^hich  mere  regard  for  the  Species  will 
he^r  di&atc.  Evertr  man  has  fi^ueoc 
grievances  which  only  the  folicitude  of 
tnendfliip  ^ill  difbcW  and  itracdy, 
and  whith  would  Remain  for  ever  un- 
heeded in  the*  mighty  heap  of  human 
ealamity,  were  it  only  furvcy^l  by  the 
eye  of  ^heral  benevolenct,  equally  at- 
tentive to  eveiy  mifery. 

The  greit  community  of  mankind 
is,  therefore,  neceflMy  broken  into 
finifcllcfihdependent  (bcietiess  thefe  form 
diftittft  interefts,  which  ai«  too  fiT- 
TqueAtly  oppofed  to  each  other,  and 
^hich  they  who  have  entered  into  the 
^easue  of  particular  governments  faifc- 
Iv  think  ii  virtue  to  promote,  however 
dcftruftive  to  the  happinefs  of  the  reii 
of  the  woridk 

Such  unions  are  again  feparate4  into 
fubordinate  claiTes  and  combinations, 
and  focial  life  is  perpetually  branched 
out  into  minuter  fubdivifions>  till  it 
terminates  in  the  hft  ramifications  of 
private  friend(hip.. 

That  friendihip  may  it  once  be  fond 
and  laftingv  it  has  been  abeady  obferved 
in  thefe  papers,  that  a  conformity  of 
ii\elination«  is  neteftary.  Mo  man  caa 
have  much  kindnef^  for  Kim  by  whom 
be  dotk  not  brieve  himfelf  cfteemtd, 
and  nothing  fb  evidendy  proves  efteem 
as  imicationi 

That  benevolenee  is  alv^s  (bongHI 
which  drifes  from  participation  of  the 
fame  pleafurcs>  ftnce  we  a«  naturally 
moft  vi^Uling  to  irevive  in  our  minds  the 
memory  of  p^fons  with  whom  the  idea 
of  enjoyment  is  eonne^ed. 

It  is  eonimonl^,  therefore,  tolittle  pur- 
pofe,  that  anj^  one  endeavour  to  ingrati- 
ate him(elf  with  fuch  as  he  cannot  accom- 
nany  in  their  amufements  and  diverfions. 
Men  ha^e  been  known  to  rife  to  favour 
and  to  fortune^  only  by  being  ikilful  in 
the  fports  with  which  their  patron  hap- 
pened to  be  ^delighted,  by  coiicuning 
^  t  with 
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with  hit  taftc  for  fome  particular  fpeciet 
cf  curiofitles,  by  relifhing  the  fame 
wine,  or  applauding  the  fame  cookery. 
Even  thofe  whom  wifclom  or  virtue 
.have  placed  above  negard  to  fuch  petty 
recommendations,  noyil  neverthelefs  bie 
gained  by  fimilitude  of  manners.  The 
nigheft  and  nobleft  enjoyment  of  fami- 
liar life,  the  communication  of  know- 

'  ledge  and  reciprocation  of  fentiment?^ 
rauH  always  prefuppofe  a  difpoHtion  to 
the  fame  inquiry,  and  delight  in  the 
fame  dilcoveiies. 

With  what  iatisfa£^iori  could  the  po- 
litician lay  his  fchemes  for  the  refonna- 
tion  of  laws,  or  his  companions  of  dif- 
ferent forms  of  government,  before- the 
chemift,  who  has  never  accuflo(n6d  his 
thoughts  to  any  other  objeft  than  (alt 
and  fulphur?  or  how  could  the  a(trono- 

'  mer,  in  explaining  his  calculations  and 
conje£hires,  -endure  the  coidnels  of  a 
giammarian,  who  would  lofe  fight  of 
Jupiter  and  all  his  fatdlites,  for  a  hap- 
py  etymology  of  an  obfcui-e  word,  or  a 
better  explication  of  a  controverted  line? 
Every  man  loves  merit  of  the  lame 
kind  with  his  o\M3,  when  it  is  not  like- 
ly to  hinder  his  advancement  or  his  re- 
putationf  for  he  not  only  beft  under- 
tlands  the  worth  of  thofe  qualities  which 
he  laboiu*s  to  cultivate,  or  the  ulefiil- 
ners  of  the  art  which  he  Dra^iies  with 
fuccefs,  but  always  feels  a  refle6led 
pleafure  from  the  praiies  which,  though 

fivcn  to  another^  belong  equally    to 
imfelf. 

There  is  indeed  no  need  of  refearch 
and  refinement  to  difcover  that  men 
mull  generally  feleft  their  companions 
from  their  own  Hate  of  life,  fince  there 
are  not  many  minds  fumifhcd  for  great 
variety  of  convcriation)  or  adap^^  to 


multiplicity  of  intdledual  entertalp^ 
ments. 

The  failor»  the  academick,  the  law* 
yer,  the  mechanick,  and  the  couitier^.  ' 
have  all  a  caft  of  talk  peculiar  'to  their 
own  fraternity,  have  nxed  their  atten<t 
tion  upon  the  fame  events,  have  httfi 
engaged  in  affairs  of  the  fame  fort,  aiyl 
make  ufe  of  allufions  and  illuilratioot 
which  themfelves  fmly  can  undeHland. 

To  be  infe^led  with  the  jargon  oft* 
particular  profdHon,  and  to  know  0D(y 
the  language  of  a  fingle  rank  of  mor- 
tals, is  indeed  fufficiently  defpicabfe. 
But  as  limits  muA  be  always  fetto  tbt 
excuriions  of  the  human  mind,  there 
will  be  fome  ftudy  which  every  n^n 
more  zealoufly  proIecutes»  fome  darliiK^ 
fubjeA  on  which  he  is  principally  pleoA 
ed  to  converfe }  and  he  that  can  moft 
inform  or  beil  underftand  him,  w^l 
certainly  be  welcomed  with  particul^ 
regard.         .    .   •  . 

Such  partiality  is  not  wfaollv  to  be 
avoided;  nor  is  it  culpable,  unkfs  fuf- 
fered  Co  far  to^  pi'edominate  as  to  pro* 
duce  averfion  n'om  every  other  kind  o^ 
excellence,  and  to  fhode  th^  luftre  of  dif^ 
fimil^  virtues.  Thofe,  therefore,  whom 
the  lot  of  life  has  coigoined,.  ihou^  en- 
deavom*  conftantly  to  appcoa^h  towards 
tlie  inclination  of  each  otner^  invigorate 
every  motion  of  concuitent  defire,  aipd 
fan  every  fpark  of  kiiulred  c\u*iofity. 

It  has  been  juftly  obferved,  that  dif" 
cord  generally  operates  in  little  tluogi  ; 
it  b  inflamed  to  it*s  utmoil  vehemence 
by  conti-ariety  of  tafte,  ofteoer  than  of 
principles ;  and  might  therefore  com- 
monly be  avoided  by  innocez2t  con- 
formity, which,  if  it  was  not  at  firft 
the  motive,  ought  alwa^'S  to  be  t|i|'' 
coofec^uencc  of  iodiflpluble  uxuou* 
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^MWX  VAFKR  VITIVM  RIOtNTI  FLACCUt  AMICO 
TAMGlTy  KT  AOMISSVS  CIKCVM  rftACOBDXA  LVpIT. 

VXItlVt* 

|IORAC£»   WITH  ELY  INf IKTTATIWC  GftACZy 

J.AUCM'o  at  HIi  FRIEKDy    AMD  LOOKED  HIM  IN  TUX  F ACS  ; 
WOULO   RAISE  A   BLUSH  WHERE  SECRET  ▼ICXJCE   FOVMPy 
AND  TICKLE  WHILE  HE  GENTLY  rRAB>  THE  WOUND* 
WITH   SEEMING  INNOCENCE    THE  CROWD  BE«VIL*D; 
'»VT  MAOft  THE  DXSPXEATX  TAtit%,   WHXN  HX  SMIL*D« 

Dbtdxn. 


TO  THB   RAMBLBR. 


AS  very  many  wdl-difpofed  peHbns, 
by  the  unavoidable  neceflTity  of 
their  anairSy  arc  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be 
totally  buried  in  the  country,  where 
they  labonr  under  the  moft  deplorable 
ignorance  of  what  i«  tranfa6ling  among 


pafling  day  after  day,  week  after  week, 
and  year  after  year,  without  the  heavy 
afllftance  of  any  one  thing  that  fon^ial 
creatures  are  pleafed  to  call  ufefUl  and 
neceflary. 

In  giving  due  inflru^ions  through 
what  fteps  to  attain  this  lummit  of  hu» 
man  excellence,  you  may  add  fuch  irrc- 
iiftible  arguments  in  it's  favour,  as  mud 


-the  polite  pait  of  mankind  j  I  cannot  convince  numbers,  who   in    other   ir- 

help  thinking  that,  as  a  publick  v^Titer,  ftances  do  not  fetm  to  want  natui-al  un- 

you  Ihould  take  tlie  cafe  of  thefe  tmly  derftanding,  of  the  unaccountable  error 

companionate  objefls  under  your  con-  of  fuppoimg.  they  were   fent  into  the 

^deration.  world  tor  any  other  purpofe  but  to  flut- 

Thefe  unhappy  languifliers  in  obfcu-  ter,  fport,  and  fhine.    For,  after  all,  no- 

rity  (hould  be  fumifhed  with  fuch  ac-  thing  can  be  cleai-er  than  that  an  everlaft- 

counts  of  the  employments  of  people  of  ing  round  of  diverfion,  and  the  more 


the  world,  as  may  enga^  them  in  their 
(cyeral  remote  comers  to  a  laudable  imi- 
tation ;  or,  at  leaft,  fo  far  inform  and 
pfepai-e  them,  that  if  by  any  joyful 
change  of  lituation  they  ihould  be  Sud- 
denly tranfported  into  the  gay  Icene, 
thtfy  may  not  gape,  and  wonder,  and 
ftare,  and  be  utterly  at  a  lofs  how  to 
behave  and  make  a  proper  appearance 
in  it. 

It  is  Inconceivable  how  much  the  wel- 
fare pf  all  the  country  towi«  in  the  king- 
dean  might  be  promo*ed,  if  you  would 
uTe  your  charitable  endeavours  to  raife 
ii)  tnem  a  noble  emulation  of  the  raan- 
np-s  and  cuftoms  of  higher  life. 

Por  this  purpofe.  you  (hould  give  a 
Tcry  clear  and  ample  dcfcription  cf  the 
whole  fet  of  poUte  acquirements  j  a  com- 
plete hlftory  of  foims,  fufhions,  frolicks, 
of  routes,  dn:ms,  hurricane*,  balls,  af- 
fcmbliets,  ridottos,  mafqueradcs,  auc- 
tions, plays,  operas,  puppct-ihows,  and 
bear-gardens  5  of  all  thofe  deli|2jhts  which 
profitably  engage  the  attention  of  the 
moil  fublimc  chambers,  and  by  which 
thcry  have  brought  to  fuch  amazing  per- 
feftign  the  whole  art  and  myftery  of 


lively  and  hurrying  the  better,  is  the 
moft  important  end  of  human  life. 

It  is  really  prodigious,  fo  much  as  the 
world  is  improved,  that  there  (hould  in 
tliefe  days  be  perlbns  fo  ignorant  and ' 
ftupid  as  10  think  it  necelTai^  to  mifbend 
their  time,  and  trouble  their  heads,  about 
any  thing  clfe  than  purfuing  the  preient 
iancyj  for  what  elfe  is  worth  living  for  ? 

It  is  time  enough  fui-ely  to  think  of 
confequences  wh:^n  they  come ;  and  as 
for  the  antiquated  notions  of  duty,  they 
are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  Frencn 
novel,  or  anv  book  one  ever  looks  into, 
but  derived  almoft  wholly  from  the  writ- 
ings of  authors  who  lived  a  vaft  many 
ages  ago>  and  who,  as  they  were  totally ' 
without  any  idea  of  thole  accomplilh- 
ments  which  now  characlerilc  people  of 
diftinftion,  have  been  for  Tome  tmie  fink- 
ing apace  into  utter  contempt,  It  docs 
not  appear  that  evtfn  their  moft  zealous 
admirers,  for  fomepartifans  of  his  own 
fort  every  writer  will  have,  can  pretend 
to  fay  they  were  ever  at  one  lidotto. 

In  the  important  article  of  divcr/ions, 
the  cerunonial  of  vifits,  the  extatick  de- 
light q(  unfriendly  intimacies  and  un- 
Ff*  meaoiuz 
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meaning  cmlities,  they  are  abfoluteljr 
filent.  Blunt  truth,  and  downright  hp. 
nefty,  plain  clothes,  ftaying  at  hom^ 
hard  work,  few  words,  and  thofe  unen- 
livened with  ccnfure  or  double  meaning, 
are  what  they  recommend  as  the  oma« 
'  ments  apdplodiires  of  life.  Little  oaths, 
polite  diilunulation,  tea-table  fcandal, 
delightful  indolence,  tho  glitter  of  finery, 
the  triumph  of  precedence,  the  enchant- 
ments of  flattery,  they  fecm  to  h.'ve  had 
no  notion  of;  and  I  cannot  but  laugh  to 
thinH  what  a  figure  they  would  have 
made  in  a  drawing-room,  and  how 
frighted  they  would  have  lool^  s|t  ^ 
gaming-table. 

The  noble  zeal  of  patriotiiin  that  dif- 
dains  authority,  and  tramples  on  laws 
for  fport,  was  abfolytely  the  averfion  of 
djcfe  tame  wretches, 

Indeed,  que  cannpt  difcoyer  any  one 
thing  they  pretend  to  teach  people,  but 
tfi  be  wiic'and  good ;  acquirements  in- 
finitely below  the  cpnfuierations  of  per- 
foUjS  of  taite  and  fpirit,  who  know  how 
to  fpend  their  time  to  fo  much  better 
ppijlofe, 

Ampng  other  admirable  improve- 
ments, pray,  Mr.  Rambler,  do  not  for-t 
get  tp  enlarge  on  the  ytry  extenfive  be? 
nefit  of  playing  at  cards  on  Sundays,  a 
pra<?lice  of  fuch  infinite  ufc,  that  we  may 
modeftly  expe£l  to  fee  it  prevail  uniyer-r 
f^lly  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom* 

To  perlbns  of  fafhipn,  the  advantage 
Is  pbvious ;  bpcaufe,  as  fpr  jfome  ftrange 
resifqn  or  other,  wliich  no  fine  gentlp? 
man  pr  fine  lady  has  yet  been  able  to 
peneti^itc,  there  is  neithei*  play,  nor  mafr 
|:]uerade.  por  bpttled  conjurer,  nor  any 
{Other  thing  worth  liyipg  for,  to  be  had 
on  a  Sun<hy  j  if  it  wei-e  not  far  the  cha- 
ritable aiTiftapce  of  ^hift  or  bragg,  the 
gpntorf  part  of  mapkind  muft,  one  day 
in  icyen,  ncccfFdfily  IpfFcr  a  tptal  exr 
tinftjon  of  being. 

Nor  are  tijc  pcrfons  pf  high  rank  the 
only  gainers  J^y  Co  lalutary  a  cultom, 
which  extends  it's  good  i^iflncnce,  in 
fomc  degree,  to  tip  lower  orders  of  per, 
pic;  but  were  it  quftc  general,  hpw  much 
btttcr  ^nd  happier  woidd  the  work!  be 
than  it  is  rvcn  now  ? 

'Tls  l)ard  upon  poor  creatures,  be 
tlijy  fVer  fq  incan,  tq  deny  fjiem  thofti 
en]o\  fnents  and  liberties  which  are  equal- 
ly open  for  all.     Yet  if  fervant^'wcre 


taught  to  go  to  church  on  this  day,  (^mf 
fome  part  of  it  in  n  a  ling  or  receivinap 
inihu^^ion  in  a  family  way,  and  there$ 
in  mere  friendly  convei-fation,  the  poor 
wretches  wou.ld  infallibly  take  it  inta 
their  beads,  that  they  were  obliged  to  be 
fober,  modeft,  diligent,  and  ^thful,  toi 
their  n[uUterft  and  mi^ffes. 

Now  furely  no  one  of  eoromon  pru*' 
dence  or  hunoanity  would  wifh  their  do- 
mefticks  infeded  with  ftK:h  (Grange  and 
primitive  notions,  or  laid  under  fuch 
unmerciful  rcftraints;  all  which  may,  in 
a  great  meafure,  be  prevented  by  the 
prevalence  otthegood-numoured  fafhion 
that  I  wouU  have  you  recommead.  For 
when  the  lower  kind  of  peeple  ^ce  their 
betters,  with  a  truly  laudable  fpirit,' ii\r 
fulting  and  flyinj;  in  the  face  of  thofi^ 
rude,  ill-bred  diaatpi-s,  piety  and  tho 
laws,  they  are  thereby  excited  and  ad-» 
n^onifhed,  as  far  as  aflions  can  ad- 
mpnjfh  and  excite,  and  taujght  that  they 
too  ha  ye  an  equal  right  offetting  them 
at  defiance  in  fuch  inftances  as  their  par- 
tipilar  neceffities  and  inclinations  may 
require ;  and  thus  i^  the  liberty  of  the 
whole  human  rpeci;rs  mightily  improved 
and  enlarged. 

In  fhort,  Mr.  Ramb|er,  by  afaithfij 
rcprefentatiqn  of  the  numbrtlcfs  benefits 
ot  a  npdifh  life,  jfou  will  huye  done 
yoiu*  part  in  pron^oting  what  every  body 
feems  to  confefs  the  true  purpofe  of  hu« 
man  exiftcnce,  poi-petual  difup^tion. 

3y  encQuragmg  people  to  employ  their 
whole  attention  on  trifles,  and  make  ' 
amufement  their  chief  fludy,  you  w^lj 
t?ach  them  hpw  tp  avojd  many  very 
uneafy  reflt:£lions. 

All  the  foft  feelings  of  humanity,  the 
r}mpathies  of  .friemifhipt  all  natural 
temptations  to  the  care  pf  a  family,  and 
fblicitud?  aboyt  the  good  or  ill  of  others, 
with  the  whole  train  of  doroeftick  ana 
fb^ia]  affe^ipns,  which  create  fuch,daily 
anxieties  and  embarmflinents,  will  be 
hjippily  f|ifl«|  and  fuppreffed  in  a  round 
c^  perpetual  delights  ^  and  all  fcriout 
thpughts,  but  particula^-ly  that  ofhercr. 
after,  be  banifhed  out  of^  the  wprld  ;  i^ 
moft  perplexing  apprehenfion,  but  lucki- 
ly a  moft  gi*oundlel3  one  too,. as  it  is  Cat 
veiy  clear  a  c;ile,  that  npbody  eyer  dies. 

I  anii  &c. 
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N»  a.    TUESDAY,   MARCH  5,  1751. 

]ifEL|.A  JWlEt  fiyMMJ.A  TJlf  Vl J.  HYMITTIA  NASCI^ 

xt  thtma  ceciiopxj^  corsica  fonm  attp 

Mart^ 

ALAtI    OlAt  tit,    yo%i  TRT  IN  ?AIlf» 
IMPOftlBlLITIES  TO    CAIK  ; 
KO  BEX  PROM  CORSICA^S  RANK  JUfCSf 
BYBLJBAN   HOHEY    PAN  PRODVCX* 

F.  Ltwis. 


TO    THE   RAMBI.gR* 

HAVING  byfeyeralyearsofeon- 
tinua)  (hidy  treaiur^  in  my  mind 
»  great  number  of  principles  and  ideas, 
and  obtained  by  frequent  cxercife  the 
power  of  applying  them  with  propriety, 
and  combining  them  with  readine(^y  X 
rcfolvcJ  to  quit  the  univcrfity,  where  I 
conlidered  myfelf  as  a  gep  bidden  in 
the  mine,  and  to  mangle  in  the  crowd 
of  pubJick  Jife^  I  was  naturally  attract- 
ed by  the  company  qf  thof^  who  were 
of  the  lame  age  with  myfelf  5  and  find- 
,isg  that  my  academical  gravity  contri- 
buted very  little  to  my  rcputatipn,  ap- 
plied my  faculties  to  jocularity  and  bur- 
ttfque.  Thus,  in  a  ihort  time,  I  had 
heated  my  imagination  to  fuch  aftateof 
activity  aiid  ebullition,  that  upon  every 
occa/ion  h  fumed  away  in  burfts  of  wit, 
and  evaporatioi>8  of  gaiety .  I  became  on 
a  fudden  the  idol  of  the  coffce-houie, 
V^s  in  one  winter  fbliclted  to  accept  the 
prciidentihip  of  five  clubs,  was  di-agged 
Dy  Violejfce  to  every  new  play,  and  quot- 
ed in  every  controverfy  upon  theatrical 
merit  J  was  in  every  publick  place  fur- 
roundied  by  a  multitude  of  humble  au- 
ditors, w^o  retailed  in  other  places  of 
reibrt  my  maxims  and  my  jcfts ;  and  was 
boafled  as  their  intimate  and  companion 
by  many  who  had  no  other  pretennons  to 
my  acquaintanct,  than  that  they  had 
drank  chocolate  in  the  fame  room. 

You  will  not  wonder,  Mr*  Rambler^ 
that  I  mention  my  fuccefs  with  (bmeap- 
pesM-anceoftriumph  and  elevation.  Ftr- 
naps  DO  kind  of  luperiority  is  more  flat- 
tering or  alluring  than  that  which  is 
cont'eretd  by  the  powers  of  conyerfa* 
tion,  by  extemponmeous  fprightlinefs  of 
fancy,  copioumefs  of  language,  and  ferr 
tility  of  fcntiment.  In  other  exertions  of 
0enius«  the  greater  part  of  the  praife  is 


unknown  and  unenjoycd;  the  writer^ 
indeed,  fpreads  his  reputation  to  a  wider 
extent,  but  receives  little  pleafure  or  ad- 
vantage from  the  difFuikm  of  his  name, 
and  only  obtains  a  kind  of  nominal  fo* 
vereigntyover  regions  which  pay  no  tri- 
bute. The  colloquial  wit  has  always  hit 
own  radiance  refle^cd  on  himfelf,  and 
enjoys  all  the  pleafure  which  he  bellows  $ 
he  nnds  his  power  confeffixl  by  every 
one  that  approaches  him,  fees  friendlhip 
kindling  with  rapture,  and  atteutioa 
fvirelling  into  praife. 

The  delire  which  every  man  feels  of 
importance  and  efteem,  is  fo  much  gra- 
tified by  finding  an  aflembly,  at  his  en<» 
trance,  brightened  with  gladnefs,  and 
hulhedwithexpe£bition,  t&t  the  recoU 
le^on  of  fuch  diftinCUons  can  fcarcely 
fail  to  be  pleafing  whenfoevtr  it  is  inno* 
cent.  And  my  confcience  does  not  re- 
proach me  witn  any  mean  or  criminal 
effe^s  of  vanity;  fince  I  always  employ^ 
ed  my  influence  on  the  fide  of  virtus,^ 
and  never  facrificed  my  underftanding* 
or  my  religion  to  the  pleafure  of  ap- 
plaufe. 

7*here  were  numy  whom  either  the 
delire  of  enjoying  my  plealantry,  or  the 
pride  of  bein^  thought  to  enjoy  ity 
brought  oflen  into  my  company;  but .  I 
was  carefled  in  a  particular  manner  by 
Demochares,  a  ^^tleman  of  a  latere 
efbte,  and  a  liberal  difpolition.  My 
fortune  being  by  no  means  exuberant, 
inclined  me  to  be  pleafed  with  a  friend 
who  was  willins  to  be  entertained  at  his 
own  cham.  I  became  by  daily  invi- 
tations habituated  to  his  table;  and,  at 
he  believed  my  acquaintance  neceffiu^r 
to  the  character  ot  elegance  which  he 
was  deSrous  of  eftablifmng,  I  lived  in 
all  the  luxury  of  affluence,  without  ex- 
pence  or  dependence,  and  paffed  my  life 
in  a  perpetual  reciprocation  of  plesmnne, 
witl^  ipeu  brought  together  by  fumlitude 
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of  accompliflimcntt,  or  defiic  of  im- 
provement. 

But  all  power  has  it's^fpherc  of  afti- 
Vity,  beyond  which  it  prodixccs  no  ef- 
fctSl.  Dcmochares  being  called  by  hit 
affairs  into  the  country,  imagined  that 
he  Ihould  increaJe  his  }>opularity  by  com- 
ing among  his  neiglioour*  accompa- 
nied by  a  man  whole  abilities  were  lb 
centrally  allowed.  The  report  pre- 
fcntly  fprcad  through  half  the  covatry 
that  Dcmochares  was- arrived,  and  had 
bix>ught  with  him  the  celebrated  Hiljv 
raw,  by  whom  fnch  rftcrriment  would 
be  excited  as  had  ntra-  been  enjoyed 
or  conceired  before.  I  knew,  iuvleed, 
the  imrpofc  for  w;hich  I  was  invited ; 
aftrf  as  men  do  net  l^^ok  difigenrly  out 
for  pofliblc  mlfcarriages,  was  pleaicd  to 
foia  mylelf  couited  upon  principles  of 
interert",  and  confidcrcd  as  capable  of 
rfconciHng  faftions,  compofing  feuds, 
mlkd  uniting  a  whole  province  in  ibcial 
ttippmtrfs.* 

Alter  a  f(*w  days  fpcnt  in  adjufting 
his  domcftick  regulations,  DtJmochares 
iAvited  'aFI  the  gzntlemcn  of  his  ncigh- 
hft;urhood  to  diiirier,  and  did  not  forget' 
t6  hint  how  much  my  prcfence  was  ex- 
I^^led  to  heighten  the  plcalurc  of  the 
ii^ait.  lie  informed  me  what  prcKi  iices 
iriy  reputation  had  raifed  in  rny  favour, 
aftd  repreftnted  the  fatisfgfiion*  with 
v^ich  he  (hotild  fee  mc  kindle  up  the 
Wtize  of  men  iracnt,  and  fhould  remark 
ttte  various  effffts  that  my  (ire  would 
hhrj  upon  fuch~div»-'rfi^y  of  mitti  r. 

Tliis  dcc]T»ration,  by  which  he  in- 
tended to  qiTickcn  my •  vivacity,  filled 
me  with  folicitudc.  I  felt  an  ambition 
of  fnining,  which  tnever  knew  before  ; 
and  viTas  therefore  cmbarrafled  v/lth  an 
unafual  fear  of  difgrace.  I  pafTcd  the 
pight  in  planning  out  to  myfclf  the  con- 
vcrihtion  ofthe  coming  day*  j  rccolle^ed 
all  my  topickS  of  railkryj-pmnoic-d  pro- 
per fubjcfts  cf  ridicule,  pr^parixl  linart 
rcplits  to  a  thoufand  quclHons,  accom- 
modated anfwers  to  i:nigint?ry  rejnrtees, 
and  formed  a  mng.^.zine  ot  ronarks,  • 
apophthegms,  tales,  and  iliufe'ions. 
•  The  mornmg  broke  at  lad  in  the 
nridft  of  thefe  bufy  medita^ions.  I  rofe 
■wi'li  the  pilpitafioris  of  a  champion  on 
the  day  of  combat;  and,  nottvithftnnd- 
ing  all  my  elforts,  fouTRl  my  fpirits  iVmk 
linger  the  weight  of  expeflation.  The 
company  foon  afrer  bc.'-m  to  drop  In 
and  tverv  one.  at  hi<?  eirfrancc,  wa^  in- 
troduced to  Hilarius.     What  concep- 


tion the  inhabitants  of  this  r^on  had 

formed  ot  a  wit,  I  cannot  yet  difcoverj 
but  oUfcrvcd  that. they  all  Ibented,  after 
the  rcguiaf  exchange  of  compUmcnts» 
to  turn  away  difcppointed;  and  that 
while  we  waited  for  dinner,  they  caft 
their  eyes  firft  upon  me,  and  then  upon 
each  other,  like  a  theatiical  affembly 
waiting  for  a  (hew. 

From  the  uneafmefs  of  this  iituatlon 
I. was  relieved  by  the  dinner}  and  as 
every  attention  wa^  taken  up  by  the  bu- 
fmei's  of  the  hour,  I  liink  quietly  to  a 
level  with  the  reft  of  the  company .  Bat 
no  fooner  were  the  difhes  removed,  than 
inftead  of  cheerful  confidence  and  fa- 
miliar prattle,,  an  univcrlal  iilence  again 
ihewc  I  their  expeftation  of  fomc  un- 
usual performance.  My  firiend  endea* 
vonred  to  roufc  them  by  heakhs  and 
quetlions,  but  they  anfwcrcd  him  with  • 
grcit  brevity,  and  immediately  rtlaplicd' 
into  their  former  taciturnity. 

I  had  wa-.ted  in  hope  of  fome  oppor*  - 
tunity  to  divert  them,  but  conld  find  no 
pafs  opened  for  a  fingle  fally;  and  who 
can  be  meny  without  an  objeft  of  mirth  ?  • 
After  a  few  faint  efforts,  which  pro- 
duced neither  applaufe  nor  oppofition, 
I  was  content  to  mingle  with  tne  mafs, . 
to  put  round  the  p.lafs  in  filence,  and  fo- 
bee  my  felt  with  my  own  cor.terapla* 
tions.' 

My  fiend  looked  round  him;  the 
gucfts  ftared  r,t  one  another;  and  if  ncwr 
ami  then  a  few  fyllahlijs  were  uttered, 
v^ith  timidity  and  hcfijation,  there  was 
none  ready  tv  make  uny  reply.  All  our 
faculties  were  frozen,  and  every  minute 
took  away  frcin  our  capacity  of  pleafingf. 
aivi  dirpofition  to  be  pleaitd.  Thus* 
parted  the  hours  to  v/hich  fo  much  hap-». 
pinefs  w  as  decreed  j  •  the  hours  which  had, . 
by  a  kind  of  open  pix)clamation,bcende^ 
voted  to  wi»,  to  miith,  and  to  Hiiarius, 

At  laft  the  night  came  on,  and  the 
nccefiity  of  parting  freed  us  from  the. 
pcriccutions  of  each  other.  I  heard 
them,  as  they  walked  alon?:  the  court, 
ranrmuring  at  the  lofs  of  the  day,  and 
enquirin  t  whether  any  man  woukl  pay^ 
a  fecond  viiit  to  a  houfe  haunted  by  a 
wit. 

Dcmochare%,  whofe  benevolence  ii 
gtcaterthnnhis  penetration,  havingflat- 
tired  his  liopcs  with  the  fecondary  ho»- 
nc)ur  whicl\  he  was  to  gain  bv  my 
fpriijhrljners  and  elegance,  ancl  the 
affLi"Hi»n  with  wl»ich  he  fliould  be  fd* 
lo^ved  fci  a  perpetual  banquet  of  ^iety. 
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^9ras  not  a^le  to  conceal  his  vexatton  and 
Tefentment,  nor  would  eafily  be  con- 
rincc^s  that   I  had  not  facrificed  hi» 

^intereft  to  fullenncfs  and  caprice,  and 
ihidiouny  endeavoured  to    difguft   his 
gucfts,  and  fapprdTcd  ray  powei-s  of ' 
delighting,  in  obHinatc  and  premedi- 
tated ttlcnce.     I  am  infonned  that  the 

.reproach  of  theur  111  reception  is  divided 
by  the  gentlemen   of  the  conntry  be- 

■twecnusj  ibmc  being  of  opinion,  that 

ziTiy  friend  is  dehided  by  an  impoftor, 
wno,  though  he  has  found  foine  art  of 
gaining  his  favour,  is  afraid  to  fpcak 

^before  men  <^  mor^  penetration;  and 
others  concluding,  that  I  think  only 
London  the  proper  theatre  of  my  abili- 
ties, and  dildain  to  exert  my  genius 
for  the  pniiic  of  rufticks. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Rambler^  that  it  has 


fometimes  happened  to  others,  who 
have  the  good  or  ill  fortune  to  be  cele- 
brated for  wits,  to  fall  under  the  fanao 
cenfures,  upon  the  like  occafions.  I 
hope  thereiore  that  you  will  prevent  any 
miireprefentations  of  fuch  ntilures,  by 
remarking,  that  invention  is  not  wholly 
at  the  command  of  it's  poflfeflbr  j  that 
the  power  of  pleafmg  is  very  often  ob- 
Ihiicted  by  the  defire ;  that  all  expe^a-* 
tion  lelTens  furprize,  yet  fomc  furprize. 
is  necefiary  to  gaiety  ^  and  that  x}\o(m 
whd  defire  to  pcutake  of  the  pleafure  of 
wit  mud  contribute  to  it*s  produ^ign» 
fince  the  mind  Magnates  wttnout  exter- 
nal ventilation,  and  that  tftcLTelcence  ' 
of  the  fancy  which  flaibes  into  tnmf- 
port  can  be  raiied  only  by  the  inftiiii^ 
of  difExnilar  ideas. 


N^  CU.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  9,  i75i. 

IPSA  <^UO^XJX  ASSIDUO  LA&UMTVK  TEMPORA  MOTO 
JIOK  SECUS  AC  PLUMT.N:    NEQ.VX  ENIM  CONS18TERX  FL^MIK^ 
UEC   LEVIS  HORA  POTEST  }    SED   UT   U  ND  A  I MPE  LLITUR    VNDA^ 
WRCETURQUE   PRIOR   VEN!ENTt,    URGETQ^UE    PRIORXM, 
TEMPORA  SIC    rVGlUNT    FARlTEB,    PARITER^JUE    tX(^VVNTV«« 


0vi9^ 


jiriTH  CONSTANT  MOTION  AS   THE  MOMSNTS  €LIDt« 
BEHOLD  JN  RUNNING  LIFE  THE  ROLLING  TIDE  ! 
rOR  NONE   CAN  STEM   BY  ART,    OR   STOP   BY   POW^rf 
THE  FLOWING   OCEAN,    OR   THE  FLEETING   HOUR: 
MVT   WAVE   BY  WAVE  PURSUED  ARRIVES  ON  SHORE) 
AND  EACH  IMPELLED   BEHIND  IMPELS   BEFORE.: 
SO  TIME  ON  TIME   REVOLVING  WE  DESCRY} 

so  m1nvte6  follow,  and  so  minutes  fly. 

Elphinstoit* 


*  T    I F  E,'  fays  Seneca,  *  Is  a  voyage, 
JL#  •  intheprogrefsof  which  we  are 

*  perpetually  changing  our  fcencs.:  wc 

*  ?irlt  leave  childhood  oehind  us,   then 

*  voutl^  then  the  y^ars  of  ripened  man - 

*  nood,  then  the  better  anid  morjp  plcal* 

*  ing  part  of  old  age.'  Tlie  peruial  of 
this  paiTage  having  incited  in  me  a  train 
of  reflexions  on  the  (late  of  man,  the 
inceifant  flu^uation  of  his  wiflies,  the 
gradual  change  of  his  diipofition  to  all 
external  obje^s,  and  the  thoughtlLiTnoi's 

y.with  which  he  floats  along  the  ftreani 
C^ef  time,  I  funk  into  a  flumber  aniidll 
iny  meditations^  and  on  a  fiKklen  found 
my  ears  filled  with  the  tumuh  of  labour, 
the  fhputs  of  alacrity,  the  (bricks  of 
alarm,  the  whiftU  ot  winds^  and  the  da(h 
•fwat^s^ 

My  aftoni(hment  for  a.  time  reprelTed 
Ji^  citfiofityi  but  f;,on  re^oveqng  my- 


felf  fo  far  as  to  enquire  whither  wc  wcit 
going,  and  wbit  was  the  caufe  of  fuoh 
clamour  and  confufion,  1  was  told  that 
we  were  launching  out  into  the  ocgfijt 
qf  lifej  that  we  had  already  paflled  th« 
ftreights  of  infancy,  in  whicn  multitudcr 
had  pcri(hetl,  fome  by  the  weaknefs  and 
fragility  of  their  velfels.  and  more  by 
the  folly,  perverfenefs,  or  negligence,  of 
thofc  who  undertook  to  fttrer  them }  and 
that  we  were  now  on  the  main  fca, 
abandoned  to  tlie  winds  and  billows^ 
without  any  othci*  means  of  fecurity 
than  the  care  of  the  pilot,  whom*  it  wa* 
always  in  our  power  to  choofc  among^ 
great  numbers  that  offered  their  dirtc* 
tion  and  alTiftance. 

I  then  looked  round  with 'anxious  ea» 
gemefs;  and  firft  turning  my  eyes  6c. 
hind  me,  faw  a  ftream  flowing  through 
£gw^  illands,  wlu^  ^^^^  ^"^  ^"^^ 
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failed  alon^  CeeihtB,  to  bchdid  witJi  plea- 
fure  i  but  no  fooner  toudiedi  than  the 
current,  whicl:>  though  not  noiry  or  tur- 
bulent,  was  yet  irrcfittiblc,  bore  him 
a>vay .   Beyond  theie  iiUnds  all  was  dark- 
ncfs',  nor  could  any  of  the  pafTcngers 
defcribe  the  (hore  at  which  he  firft  em- 
barkeiU*  Bcfoi-e  me,  and  edch  other 
lide,  was  an  expanfe  of  waters  viol(*nt]y 
agitated,  and  covered  with  fo  thick  a  mift, 
tfet  the  moft  pcrlpicuous  eye  ecaild  ftc 
but  a  little  way.    It  appeared  to  be  full 
of  rocks  and  whirlpools,  for  many  funk 
unexpeftedly  while  they  were  courting  \' 
the  gale  with  fiill  (ails,  and  infulting  . 
thofe  whom  they  had  left  behind.     So 
numerous,   indeed,  wei-e  the  dangers,  ■ 
and  fo  thick  the  darknefs,  that  no  cau-  ' 
tion  could  confer  fecurity.    Yet  thei^ 
were  many  who,  by  fdie  intellieence, 
betrayed  tneir  followers  into  whirlpools,  ' 
or  by  violence  pufhed  thofe  whom  they  . 
found  in  their,  way  s^inft  the  rocks.      / 

The  current  was  ihvariable  and  in- 
furmoimtable;  but  though  it  was  im- 
Jwflible  to  fail  againft  it,  or  to  return  to 
the  place  that  was  once  paJGTed,  yet  it 
vrvs  not  (6  violent  as  to  allow  no  op- 
porttmities  for  dexterity  or  courage, 
<inQe>  though  none  could  retreat  back 
from  danger,  yet  they  might  often 
avoid  it  by  oblique  direftion. 

It  was,  however,  not  very  common 
to  fteer  with  much  care  or  prudence  j 
for  by  lome  univcrfal  infatuation,  evei-y 
man  appeared  to  think  himfelf  fafe, 
though  he  faw  his  conforts  every  mo- 
ment fmking  round  hiraj  and  no  fooner 
had  the  waves  clofed  over'  them,  than 
their  fate  and  then-  mifcondu6l  were  for- 
gotten 5  the  voyage  was  purfucd  with  the 
fame  jccund  confidence;  tyaj  man  con- 
gratulated himfelf  upon  the  ioundnefsof 
bis  veffel,  and  believed  himfelf  able  to 
ftem  the  whirlpool  in  which  his  friend 
was  fwallowcd,  or  glide  over  the  rocks 
on  which  he  was  daihcd:  nor  was  it 
often  obfcrvcd  that  the  fight  of  a  wreck 
made  any  man  change  his  courfc  5  if  he 
turned  aiide  for  a  moment,  he  foon  for- 
got tUc  niddci-,  and  left  hunfelf  again  to 
the  difpofal  of  chance. 

This  negligence  did  not  p»ceed  from 
indifference,  or  from  wearinefs  of  theif 
prcfent  condition}  for  not  one  of  thofe 
who  thus  rulhed  upon  deftruaion  fail- 
ed, when  he  watiirtking,  to  call  loudly 
upon  his  affociates  for  that  help  which 
could  not  now  be  given  him ;  and  many 
fq^t  xhw  laft  moments  in  cautioBing 


others  againfl  the  UMr  by  Vehidi  tlliy 
were  intercepted  in  the  midft  of  their 
comie.  Their  benevolence  was  fome« 
times  praiied,  but  thfir  admonitions 
were  unr^arded. 

The  veHels  in  whieh  We  had  embark- 
ed being  confefTedly  unequal  to  the  tur- 
bulence of  the  ftream  of^life,  were  vifi- 
bly  impaired  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  ) 
fo  that  every  paflenger  was  certain^  that 
how  long  foever  he  might,  by  fovour-^ 
.able  accidents,  or  by  inceflant  vigilance^ 
be  preferved,  hemuft  fmkat  laft. 

This  necehity  of  perifhing  might  haw 
been  expelled  to  (adden  the  gay^  and 
intimidate  the  daring,  at  leaft  to  keep 
the  melancholy  and  tilnorous  in  perpe-^ 
tual  tormentsi  and  hinder  them  from 
any  enjoyment  of  the  varieties  and  gra- 
tifications which  nature  offered  them  aa 
the  iblace  of  their  labours;  yet  in  effe^ 
none  feemed  lefs  to  expef^  defb-uflion 
than  thofe  to  whora4t  was  moil  dread- 
ful ;  they  all  had  the  art  of  concealing 
their  danger  fixjm  themfelvesj  and  thol« 
who  knew  their  inability  to  bear  the 
fight  of  the  terrors  that  embarraflfed 
their  way,  took  care  never  to  look  for- 
ward, but  found  fome  amufement  for 
the  prefent  moment,  and  generally  en- 
tertained thcmfelves  by  playing  with 
Hope,  who  was  the  conftant  aflbciate 
of  the  voyage  of  life* 

Yet  all  that  Hope  ventured  to  promifef 
even  to  thofe  whom  fhe  favoured  moft, 
was,  not  that  they  ihould  efcapc,  but 
that  they  fliould  fink  laft;  and  with  thit 
promife  every  one  was  fatisfied,  though 
ne  laughed  at  the  reft  for  feeming  to  be- 
lieve it.  Hope,  indeed;,  'apparently 
mocked  the  crcadiiility  of  her  compd- 
nions;  for  in  proportion  as  their  veileU 
grew  leaky,  fhe  redoubled  htr  affurances 
of  iafety;  and  none  were  more  bufy  in 
making  provifions  for  a  long  voyJ^^ 
than  they  whom  all  but  them&lves  law 
likely  to  perifh  foon  by  irreparable  de- 
cay. 

In  the  midft  of  the  cun-ettt  of  life  was 
the  gtdpb  of  Intemperance^  a  dreadful 
whirlpool,  interfpcrfed  with  rocks,  of 
which  the  pointea  crags  were  concealed 
under  water,  and  the  tops  covered  with 
hei'bage,  on  which  Eafe  fprtad  couches 
of  repofe,  and  vrith  fhades,  where  Plea- 
fUre  warbled  the  fong  of  invitation. 
Within  fight  of  thefe  rocks  all  who  fail- 
ed on  the  ocean  of  life  mufl  rtecefTarily 
pafs.  Reafon,  indeed,  wa«  always  at 
hand  to  fleer  the  paflengcn  through  a 
Barrel 
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outlet  by  which  they  mi^ 
efcape;  but  very  few  couMi  by  her  m- 
trcaties  <»r  remonftrances,  be  induced  to 
^t  the  rudder  into  her  hand,  without 
sipuhdng  that  ihe  ihould  approach  (b 
near  unto  the  rocks  of  Pl^ure»  that 
they  might  fblace  themfclves  with  a 
ihort  enjoyment  of  that  delicious  region, 
after  which  they  always  determined  to 
voifat  their  courle  without  any  other 
deviation. 

Reafon  was  too  often  prevailed  upon 
fo  far  by  theic  promifes,  as  to  venture 
her  charge  withm  the  eddy  of  the  guloh 
of  Intemperance,  where,  indeed,  the 
circumvolution  was  weak,  but  yet  in- 
terrupted the  courfe  of  the  veiTel,  and 
drew  it,  by  infenfiblc  rotations,  to- 
waxxls  the  center.  She  then  repented 
her  temerity,  and  with  all  her  force  en. 
deavoured  to  retreat;  but  the  draught  of 
the  gulph  was  generally  too  fhong  to 
be  overcome;  and  the  paflenser,  having 
danced  in  circles  with  a  pleafine  and 
ipddy  velocity,  was  at  latt  overwhelm- 
ed and  loft.  Thofe  few  whom  Reafon 
ivas  able  to  extricate,  generally  fuffered 
fi>  many  (hocks  upon  the  points  which 
ihot  out  from  the  rocks  of  rleafure,  that 
they  were  unable  to  continue  their  courle 
with  the  fame  ftrensth  and  facility  as 
before,  but  Abated  along  tunoroufly  and 
feebly,  endangered  by  every  breeze,  and 
Ihattered  by  every  ruflle  of  the  water, 
till  they  funk,  by  flow  degrees,  after 
long  fbfWgles,  and^  innumerable  expe- 
dients, auways  repining  at  th^ir  own 
ibUy,  and  wamine  others  againft  the 
£rft  aj^roach  of  w  gulph  of  Intern- 
]>eraDcc« 


There  were  artifts  who  profe0ed  to 
rejpair  the  breaches  and  ftop  the  leaks 
of^the  veflels  which  had  beoi  (battered 
on  the  rocks  of  Pleafure.  Many  ap- 
p^red  to  have  great  confidence  in  their 
(kill,  and  fome,  indeed,  were  piefervcd 
by  it  firom  linking,  who  had  received 
only  a  (ingle  blow ;  but  I  remarked  that 
few  vefTeis  lafted  long  which  had  been 
much  repaired,  nor  was  it  found  that 
die  artifts  themfelves  continued  afloat 
lon^r  tlian  thole  who  had  leaft  of  their 
affiitance. 

The  only  advantage  which,  in  the 
voyage  of  life,  the  cautious  had  above 
the  negligent,  was,  that  they  funk  later, 
and  more  fuddenly ;  for  they  pafTcd  for- 
ward till  they  had  fometimes  feen  all 
thofc  in  whole  company  they  had  ifTued 
from  the  ftreights  of  mfancy  periOi  in 
the  way,  and  at  hft  were  overfct  by  a 
crofs  breeze,  without  the  toil  of  rellft- 
ance,  or  the  anguifh  of  expeftation. 
But  fuch  as  had  often  fallen  againit  the 
rocks  of  Pleafure,  commonly  fub^dcd 
by  fenfible  depws,  contended  long  with 
the  encroachmg  waters,  and  hai-aCed 
themfelves  by  labours  that  fcarcc  Hope 
herfelf  could  flatter  with  fuccefs. 

As  I  Mras  looking  upon  the  vai  loua 
fate  of  the  multitude  aoout  me,  I  was 
fuddenly  alarmed  with  an  admonition 
from  fome  unknown  power-—*  Gaze  n^t 

*  idly  upon  others  when  thou  thyfeif 

*  art  (inking.   Whence  is  this  thought- 

*  lefs  tranquillity,  when  thou  and  they 
<  are  equally  endangered?*  I  looked? 
and,  feeing  the  gulph  of  Intempdancc 
before  me,  ftarted  and  awaked. 


N'Cm.  TUESDAY,  MARCH  la,  1751. 


SCiat   VOLVNT    itCSXTA    POIiVt,    ATqjtfl    INAX    TlMCaZ. 


Jvr, 


Tirxt  szAXcii  TRx  sxcaiTs  or  tbx  housz,  and  so 

Aax  woasHipy^o  TRXftz,  anx>  rxAa^D  for  what  they  xkow* 


CURIOSITY  is  one  of  the  per- 
manent and  certain  chara£lerifticks 
of  a  vigorous  intellefk.  Every  advance 
into  uowledge  opens  now  profpe^s, 
and  produces  new  incitements  to  further 
progrefs.  All  the  attainments  pof&ble 
3n  our  prefent  ftate  are  evidently  inadc- 
«}uate  to-  our  capacities  of  enjoyment; 
conauefl  (erves  no  purpofe  but  that  of 
kindling  amhitign^  di4^vcryha«no<f- 


DavDtj**. 

ftft  b  Jt  of  raifing  expectation ;  the  gra- 
tification of  one  dellre  encourages  an- 
other ;  and  after  all  our  labours,  ftudies^ 
and  enquiries,  we  are  continually  at  the 
fame  diltance  from  the  completion  of 
our  fchemcs,  hjtve  ftill  fotpe  wifh  im- 
portimacf  to  be  lafisKed,  and  fume  fa- 
culty reliefs  and  turbulent  for  want  of 
it's  enjoyment. 
The  ^tt  gf  kno^cdg^,  though  of-- 
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torments  ui  •  and  makin  M9  taiU  evertfp 


ten  animated  by  wtriniick  and  adrenti- 

tious  motives,  feem's  on  many  occafions  thm§  with  jpy^  however  otherwiic  inil- 

to  opei-ate  without  fubordination  to  any  pidf  oy  which  it  may  be  qucDched.      . 
ortier  principle  j  we  arc  eager  to  fee  ana         It  i$  evident  that  the  earlieft  ibircherir 

hear,  without  intention  of  referring  our  aifter   knowledge  muft  have  propoiedl 


oblcrvations  to  a  farther  end;  we  climb 
a  mountain  for  a  profpeft  of  the  plain ; 
we  mn  to  the  llrand  in  a  ftorm,  that  we 
may  contemplate  the  agitation  of  the 
tvatrr;  we  range  from  city  to  city, 
though  we  profcTs  neither  ai'chiteQure. 
nor  fortification  j  we  crofs  feas  only  to 
vi6w  nature  in  nakednefs,  or  magnifi- 
cence in  ruins ;  we  are  equally  allured  by 
iiovcltyx)f  tVery  kind,  py  a  defert  or  a 
palace,  a  cataratl  vv  a  cavcin,  by  every 
thing  rude  and  eveiy  thin^  pollfhed, 
ever)*  thing  great  un\  every  thing  little  j 
<ve  do  not  fee  a  thicket  but  with  fomc 
tiinptatKin  to  enttr  it,  nor  remark  a^i 
ii  fed  ftying  before  us  but  with  an  in- 
clmntlon  to  DMrfue  it.  '  '  , 

This  pifnon  is,  perhaps,  regularly 
htighteuul  in  proportion  as  the  powers 
of  the  mind  are  elevated  and  enlarged. 
Lucan  the»xrfore  introduces  Caefai^fpeak- 
iufr  with  dii;nity  fuitabic  to  the  gian- 
deur  oi  iiis  defies,  and  the  extent  of  his 
clpuclty,  when  he  declares  to  the  high- 
piieft  of  Egypf,  th.U  he  has  no  defirc  '* 
equally  powtciful  with  that  of  finding 
the  orii^in  of  the  Nile,  and  that  he  would 
tjiiit  art  tIk'  proje6l,i  of  the  civil  wai'for 
a. fight  of  thofe  fouiituins  which  had  been 
fo  lont;  concealal.  And  Homer,  when 
he  wciiLl  furnHh  the  Sirens  with  a  . 
temptation,  to  which  his  hero,  renown- 
ed fui  v.iJtlom,  might  yield  without  dif- 
j'^face,  Huikt**;  them  declare  that  none 
t vtr  depil'tetl  fiom  them  but  with  in- 
crease of  knowledge. 

T-iicce  is  indf  etl  fcarce  any  kind  of  ideal 
acquiicinc'ut  wh'rh  may  not  be  ap]>He<i 
fo  fomc  II If,  or  which  may  not,' at  Icaft, 
p  rat  if/  pi  iiJe  wltli  occafional  fuperiorif  y ; 
l;ut  wlvvcver  attends  the  motions  of  his 
own  riiini;  will  h'ld  that,  upon  the  firft. 
appearance  of  an  objc6^,  or  the  firil  ftart 
of  a  qucliion,  his  inclination  to  a  nearer 
view,  «•■  more  a<t  urate  difcuiTion,  prc- 
ctdps  all  thoughts  of  profit,  ofof  conj*  - 
p.titIoi5 ;  ami  tUat  his  dcfires  take  wing 
by  inltantaneoiis  impulfe,  though  their 
6i^;hr  may  bf  iiivigw»i-atcd,  or  their  ef{bit« 
rvnfwtd,  b)  •ubfenuent'confiJerations. 
Tlic  ^ratifitatioaof  c^jrioCcy  rathcrfi*cc» 
u»  t.u.n  iiu*;r,f?nt!«  than  confer*  plea- 
sure*; we  ajc  iTiorv.  paineil  by  ignoranQt; 
*'  th:»n<irlitfhtcd  by  ij^^n-uction.  Curiofity 
h  tht;  thirit  of  the  luul )  it  >ufiaiiU4  aod 


knowl^ge  on^  as  their  'cewardi  and 
that  fcicncc,  though  per  haps  the  nurdini; 
of  intcivUf  was  the  daughter  of  curi9(ity  s 
EpT  \vho  can  believe  that  ti^ty  who  firft 
watghcd  the  coiirfe  of  the  ftars  foresaw 
the  ufe  of  their  difcoveries  to  the  fecili-, 
ta^Qfi  of  commerce^  or  the  menfur^tion 
ojf  rime?  ThcY  were  deliglited  with  the 
fplcndor  of  the  no6lumaI  flcies,  they 
found  that  the  lights  changed  i^eir 
places  'f  what  they  admir^  £ey  wei'e 
apxious  to  underftandy  a^xd  in  time 
tracet{  their  revolutions. 
,  There  are,  indeed,  beings  intbejomx 
of  men,  who  appear  fatisned  wltWtheir 
intelleftual  pofleffions,  and  feem  to  Jive 
■vj^ithput  defue  of  enlarging  their  concejp- 
tioni ;  bciJafc  whom  the  yvorld  paflc$ 
without  notice,  and  who  are  cqyal^  im-* 
moved  by  nature  or  by  art, 

This  ncglk;ence  is  lomctimes  only  the 
tcmpoi-ary  efi£«5l  of  a  ^cdorolnant  paf- 
(ion :  a  lover  finds  no  mclination  to  tra- 
vel any  path  but  that  which  leads  to  the 
habitation  of  his  miftrefs }  a  ti^ader  can 
fpaje  little  attention  to  common  occur- 
rences, when  his  fortune  is  endangered 
by  a  ftorm.  '  It  is  frequently  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  total  immerilon  in  fenfuali- 
ty :  corporeal  pleaiures  may  be  indulged 
till  the  memory  of  eveiy  other  Jundbf 
happincfarfs  obhterated  j,  the  mind,  long 
haoituatcd  to  a  lethaigick  and  qulefcent 
ftaie,  is  unwilling  to  wake  tp  theipU  ot\ 
thinking;  and,  though  ihc  may  iome- . 
times  be  dilhirbed  by  the  obti^ulllon  of 
new  ideas,  fhrinks  back  again  to  igno* 
tjmce.  and  reft. 

But,  indtfcd,  ''if  we  except  them  to 
whom  the  continugj  ta/k  o^  procuring 
the  fupports  of  life  denies  adfoppcrtiw 
nities  of  deviation  from,  their  own  nar- 
row tracl^,  the  i^juutcr  of  Cudi  Hs  live 
witliout  the  ardour  of  enquiry  is  very 
fmall,  thotigh  many  content  themfclves 
with  cheap  amufrments,  and  wnifte  th<ir« 
lives  in  tefearches  of  no  igaportanGe.      ' 

There  is  oo  fiince  more  dangecoaf  ^Qa^ 
buiy  and  excuifive  minds  than  the  cob*-  ^ 
webs  of  petty  inq^uiftuvenefs,  tthich  et)^ 
tangk  them  iu  trif  ial  employments  ajod 
minute  Ihidics,  and  detain  thea^  in  a 
middle  (late  bet&vetn  the  tediouiiLff  pf 
total  inai^livity  and  the  fatigue  di  1*- 
horioiu  ciEbrU»  encha^it  cbem  i^  <mct^ 
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With  cafe  and  novelty,  and  vitiate  them 
with  the  luxury  of  learning.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  doing  fomethSi^^  and  the  iear 
of  undertaking  much,  finxs  the  hiftorian 
to  a  genealogilfy  the  philofopher  to  a 
joumaliit  of  the  weather,  and  the  ma- 
thematician to  a  conilrufler  of  dials. 

It  is -happy  when  thofc  who  cannot 
content  themftlvcs  to  be  idle,  nor  reiblve 
to  be  induftrious,  are  at  leaft  employed 
without  injury  to  others  j  but  it  fclclom 
happens  that  we  can  contain  ourfelves 
long  ih  a  neutral  (late,  or  forbear  to 
fink,  into  vice,  when  we  are  no  longer 
ibaiing  towards  virtue. 

Nngacuhis  was  diftihguiftied  in  his 
earlier  years  by  an  uncommon  livelinefs 
of  imagination,  quicknefs  of  lagacity, 
and  extent  of  knowledge.  When  he  en- 
tered into  life,  he  applied"  himielf  with 
partiollar  inquifitivenefs  to  examine  the 
various  motives  of  human  a<5lions,  the 
complicated  influence  of  mingled  rtffec- 
tions,  the  different  modifications  of  in- 
tereft  and  ambition,  and  the  varioxis 
canfes  of  mlfcarriage  and  fuccefs  both 
in  publick  and  private  affairs. 

Though  his  friends  did  not  difcover 
to  what  purpofe  all  thcfe  obfervations 
were  colIe6Ved,  orhow  Nugaculus  would 
much  improve  his  virtue  or  his  fortune 
by  an  tncefTant  attention  to  changes  of 
countenance,  burfts  of  inconfideration^ 
billies  of  paflion,  and  all  the  other  cafual- 
tics  by  which  he  uled  to  trace  a  cha- 
ncer, yet  they  could  not  deny  the  ftudy 
of  human  nature  to  be  worthy  of  a  wife 
nnm ;  they  therefore  flattered  his  vanity, 
a|)plauded  his  difcovcries,  and  liftened 
with  ftibnriifive  raodcfty  to  his  leftures 
on  the  uncertainty  of  inclination,  the 
weaknefs  of  refolves,  and  the  inftability, 
of  temper,  to  his  account  of  the  various 
jnotives  vdiich  agitate  the  mind,  and  his 
ridicule  of  the  modern  dream  of  a  ruling 
pttflion. 

Such  was  the  firft  incitement  of  Nu- 
ga(culus  to  a  clofe  infpeiUon  into  the 
conda6l  of  mankind.  He  had  no  inte- 
reft  in  view,  and  therefore  no  defign  of 
ilfbplantation  5  he  had  no  malevolence, 
and  therefore  deteftcd  faults  without 
any  intention  to  expofe  themj  but  hav« 
ing  once  foundthc  art  of  engaging  his 
kttcntkm  upon  others,  he  had  no  mcll- 
nation  to  call  it  back  to  himfelfi  but  has 
paShA  his  timer  in  keeping  a  watchful 
cjrc  upon  cvcrjr  riling  cwrafter,  and 


lived  upon  a  finall  eftate  without  any 
thought  of  encreafing  it. 

Ae  is,  by  continual  application^  be- 
come a  general  mafter  of  Iccret  hiftoiy, 
and  can  give  an  account  of  the  inuigues, 
private  marriages,  competitions,  and  {li-a-> 
tagems,  of  half  a  century.  He  knows  - 
the  mortgage?  upon  every  man's  eftate, 
the  terms  upon  which  every  fpendthrifi 
raifes  his  money,  the  real  and  rcMitsd 
fortune  of  every  lady,  the  jointure  itipu- 
lated  by  every  contrafl,  and  the  expecta- 
tions of  every  family  from  maiden  aunt$ 
and  childlcfs  acquaintances.  He  can  re- 
late the  economy  of  ev^ry  houfe,  knows 
how  much  one  man's  cellar  is  robbed  by 
his  butlei',  and  the  land  of  another  un-  , 
dcrlct  by  his  fteward  ;  he  can  tell  where 
the  manor-houlc  is  falling,  though  large 
fums  ai-e  yearly  paid  for  repairs  j  and 
whei*e  the  tenants  are  felling  woods  witli- 
out  the  confent  of  tlie  owner. 

To  obtain  all  tills  intelligence  he  is 
inadvertently  guilty  of  a  thoufand  a^s 
of  treacher)'.  He  lees  no  man*s  fervanf 
without  draining  him  of  his  truftj  he 
enters  no  family  without  flattering  the 
children  into  difcoveries  j  he  is  a  perpe- 
tual fpy  urK)n  the  doors  of  his  neigh- 
bours ;  and  knows,  by  lon^  experience, 
at  whatever  diftancc,  the  looks  of  a  credi- 
tor, a  borrower,  a  lover,  and  a  pimp, 

Nugacuhis   is   not  ill-natured,   and 
therefore  his'induftry  has  not  hitherto 
been  very  mifchlevous  to  others,  or  dan- 
gerous to  himfelf }  but  fince  he  cannot 
enjoy  this  knowledge  but  by  difcoverlng 
it,  and,  if  he  had  no  other  motive  to 
loquacity,  is  obliged  to  trafiick  like  the  ^^^ 
chymllts,  and  purchafe  one  fccret  with  ^, 
another  5  he  is  eveiy  day  more  hated  as 
he  is  more  known }  for  he  is  confidcred  . 
by  gi-eat  numbers  as  one  that  has  their 
fame  and  their  liapplncfs  in  his  power, 
and  no  man  can  much  bve  him  or  whom 
he  lives  in  fear. 

Thus  has  an  intention^  innocent  at 
flrft,  if  not  laudable,  the  intention  of 
regulating  his  own  behaviour  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  by  an  accidental  dc- 
clenfion  of  minutenefs,  betrayed  Nuga- 
culus, not  only  to  a  foolifh,  but  vicious 
wafte  of  a  life  wh^ch  might  have  been 
honourably  paffed  in  publick  lervlccs, 
or  domeftlck  virtues.  He  has  lolt  his 
original  intention,  and  given  up  his  mind 
to  employments  that  engrois,  but  dg 
not  improve  it. 

G  g  1  N*  CIV. 
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Juvenal* 

KONE  E*Et  REJECTS  HTPXRBOLIEt  OF  riAISE. 


THE  apparent  inftiflicicncy  of  every 
individiud  to  his  own  happinels  or 
fatety,  compels  us  to  fetk  from  one 
-anotncr  afliftance  and  fupport.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  joint  efforts  for  the  execution 
of  any  great  or  extenfive  defign,  the  va- 
riety of  powers  difleminated  in  the  fpc- 
cies,  and  the  proportion  between  the 
defe«$l8  and  excellencies  of  different  per- 
fons,  demand  an  interchange  of  help, 
and  communication  of  intelligence,  and 
by  frequent  reciprocations  of  benefi- 
cence unite  mankind  in  i'ociety  and 
friendship. 

If  it  can  be  imagined  that  there  ever 
^vas  a  time  when  the  inhabitants  of  any 
country  were  in  a  ftate  of  equality,  with- 
out diilin^^ion  of  rank,  or  peculiarity  of 
poffeffions,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that 
every  man  was  then  loved  in  proportion 
as  he  could  contribute  by  his  (trength,  or 
his  fkiU,  to  the  fupply  of  natural  wants; 
there  was  then  little  room  for  peeviijj 
dillikc,  or  capricious  favour :  the  affec- 
tion admitted  into  the  heart  was  rather 
eileem  than  tendernef:}}  and  kindnefs 
was  only  purchafcd  by  benefits.  But 
when,  by  force  of  policv,  by  wiidom,  or 
by  fortune,  property  and  fuperiority  were 
itttroduced  and  cftabliftied,  fo  that  many 
were  condemned  to  labour  for  the  fup- 
port  of  a  few,  then  they  whofe  poffef- 
fions fwfclled  above  their  wants  natural- 
ly laid  out  their  fupcrfluities  upon  plea- 
itirc )  and  thofc  who  could  not  gain 
fi-iendfhip  by  ncceffary  offices,  endea- 
voured to  promote  their  interelfc  by  lux- 
urious gratifications,  and  to  create  need 
which  they  might  be  courted  to  fupply. 

The  dciires  of  mankind  arc  much  more 
numerous  than  their  attainments,  and 
the  capacity  of  iraaghution  much  larger 
"than  a^ual  enjoyment*  Multitudes  are 
therefore  unfatisfied  with  their  allot- 
ment ;  'and  he  that  hopes  to  improve  his 
condition  by  the  favour  of  another,  and 
either  finds  no  lOom  for  the  exertion  of 
great  qi:aKties,  or  perceives  himfelfcx* 
relied  by  his  nvals,  will,  by  other  expe- 
ilic&ts,  codejkvour  to  become  agreeable 


where  he  cannot  be  important,  and  Iearo» 
by  degrees,  to  number  the  art  o/pUaf" 
ing  among  the  moil  uiefiU  ftudi«s,  and 
moft  valuable  acquifitigns. 

This  ait,  like  others,  is  cultivated  in 
proportion  to  it*s  ufefiilnefs,  and  will 
always  flourifh  moft  where  it  is  moft  re- 
warded; for  tliis  reafon  we  find  it  prac- 
tifed  with  great  adiduity  under  abu>Iute 
governments,  where  honours  and  richet 
are  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  whom  all 
endeavour  to  propitiate,  and  who  (bon 
become  fo  much  accufbmed  to  coropli* 
ance  and  ofiicioi^fnefs,  as  not  eafily  ta 
find,  in  the  nioft  delicate  addreis,  that 
novelty  which  is  neceflary  to  procure 
attention. 

It  is  difcovered  by  a  feey  few  experi- 
ments, that  no  man  is  much  pleafed  with 
a  companion,  who  does  not  encreafe,  ia 
ibme  refpe^,  his  fondnefs  of  himfelf  j 
and,  therefore,  he  that  wiftjes  rather  to 
be  led  foi-ward  to  profperity  by  the  gen- 
tle hand  of  favour,  than  to  force  liis  wajr 
by  labour  and  merit,  muft  confider  witn 
more  care  how  to  dilplay  his  patron^^ 
excellencies  than  his  own;  that  when- 
ever he  approaches,  he  may  fill  the  ima- 
gination  with  pleafing  dreams,  and  chafe 
away  difguft  and  wearineTs  by  a  peipe^ 
tual  fucccflfion  of  delightful  images. 

This  may,  indeed,  fometimes  be  ef- 
fefted  by  turning  the  attention  upon  ad- 
vantages which  are  really  poffefied,  co- 
upon profpc^s  which  reaionlprcads  be- 
fore  hope ;  for  whoever  can  deferve  or 
require  to  be  courted,  has  generally,  ei- 
ther from  nature  or  from  rortune,  gifta 
which  he  may  review  with  latisfiiftion, 
and  of  which,  when  he  is  artfully  recat-^ 
led  to  the  eontemplation,  he  will  feldom 
be  difpleafed. 

But  thofe  who  have  once  degraded 
their  underftanding  to  an  application  cm- 
ly  to  the  paHions,  and  who  have  learn- 
ed to  derive  hope  from  any  other  fourcea 
than  induftry  and  virtne,  feldom  retain 
dignity  and  ma^aninfity  fufficient  to 
defend  them  againil  the  conrtant  recur- 
rence of  temptation  to  falfehood.    He 
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^t  U  too  defirpus  to  be  loved,  will  fbon 
learn  to  flitter,  and  when  he  lias  exhauft- 
kd  all  the  variations  of  hooeft  praife,  and 
candelight.no  longer  with  th^  civility 
of  truth,  he  will  invent  new  topicks  of 
panegyrick,  and  break  out  into  rap- 
tures at  virtues  and  beauties  conferred 
by  him(elf. 

The  drudgeries  of  dependaace  i»oukl, . 
indeed,  be  aggravated  by  hopeleflhefs  of 
(ucceTs,  if  no  indulgence  was.  allowed 
to  adoktion.  He  that  will  abfohitely 
confine  his  patron  to  hear  only  the  com- 
mendations  which  he  deierves,  will  fbon 
be  forced  to  give  way  toothers  that  re- 
^e  him  with  more  compafs  of  mufick. 
The  greatefl:  human  virtue  bears  no  pro- 
portion to  human  vanity.  We  always 
ddnk  ourfelves  better  tnan  we  are,  and 
are  senerally  defirous  that  others  (hould 
tfamk  us  iUll  better  than  we  think  our- 
felves. To  f  raiie  us  for  a^^ions  or  dif- 
pofitions  which  deferve  praife,  is  not 
to  confer  a  benefit,  but  to  pay  a  tribute. 
We  have  always  preteniions  to  fame, 
which,  in  our  own  hearts,  we  know  to 
be  difputable,  and  which  we  are  defir-  - 
ous  to  fhengthen  by  a  new  fuffirage  $  we 
have  always  hopes  which  we  fufpe6i  to 
be  fallacious,  and  of  which  we  eagerly 
inatch  at  every  confirmation. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  proper  to  make  the 
firft  approaches  under  the  condu£V  of 
truth,  and  to  fecure  credit  to  future  en** 
comiums  by  fuch  praife  as  may  be  ra- 
tified by  the  conicience  ;  but  the  mind 
once  habituated  to  the  hiicioufiiefs  of 
culc^y  becomes,  in  a  (hort  tune,  nice 
y^and  faftidious,  smd,  like  a  vitiated  pa- 
/^  Jate,  h  incefiantly  calling  for  higher 
gratifications. 

It  is  (carcdy  credible  to  what  degree 
difcemment  may  be  dazzled  by  the  mifi 
of  pride,  and  wifiiom  infatuated  by  the 
mtoxication  of  flattery ;  or  how  low  the 
genius  may  defcend  by  fucceHive  grada- 
tions of  fenrUity,  and  how  fwiftly  it  may 
^  down  the  precipice  of  wifehood.  No 
man  can,  indeed,  obferve,  without  in* 
dignation,  on  what  names,  both  of  an- 
cient and  modern  times,  the  utmoft  exu- 
berance of  praife  has  been  Ikvifhed,  and 
by  ^i^iat  hands  it  has  been  beftowed.  It 
has  never  yet  been  found,  that  the  tv- 
xant,  the  jphmderer,  theoppreflbr,  the 
noft  hateful  of  the  hateful,  the  moft 
proflifipate  of  the  profligate,  have  been 
dfiiued  any  celsbrations  which  they  wero 


willing  to  purdmie,  or  tliat  wickednefs 
and  folly  have  not  found  correfpondent 
flatterers  through  all  their  fubordimu* 
tions,  except  when  they  have  been  aflb«> 
ciated  vnth  avarice  or  poverty,  and  have 
wanted  either  inclinatioQ  or  ability  t9 
hire  a  panegyriit. 

As  there  is  no  dtaraAer  (b  deformed 
as  to  fright  away  from  it  the  proftitutes 
of  praife,  there  is  no  degree  of  encomiaf- 
tick  veneration  which  pride  has  refbied. 
The  emperors  of  Rome  fufllered  them* 
(elVes  to  be  worshipped  in  their  lives 
with  altars  and  iacrinces;  and  in  an  age 
more  enlightened,  the  terms  peculiar  to 
the  praife  and  worihip  of  the  Supreme 
Being  have  been  applied  to  wretches 
whom  it  was  the  reproach  of  humanity 
to  niimber  among  men;  and  whom  no« 
thingbut  riches  or  power  hindered  thoSe 
that  read  or  wrote  their  deification^ 
from  hunting  into  the  toils  of  juftice» 
as  diiturbers  of  the  peace  of  nature. 

There  are,  indeed,  many  among  the 
poeticil  flatterers,  who  mutt  be  relied 
to  infamy  without  vindication,  and 
whom  we  niuft  confefs  to  have  defrrted 
the  caufe  c^*  virtue  for  pay  i  they  have 
committed,  againft  full  conviction,  the 
crime  of  obliterating  thediiHn^ons  be^^ 
tween  good  and  evu;  and  infbad  of  op- 
pofing  the  encroachments  of  Vice,  have 
incit^  her  progrefs,  and  celebrated  her 
conquefts.  But  there  is  a  lower  dafii 
of  fycophants,  whofe  underfbuiding  has 
not  made  them  capable  of  equal  guilt. 
Every  man  of  hign  rank  is  lurrousded 
with  numbers,  mio  have  no  other  rule 
of  diought  or  action  than  his  maximi 
and  his  conduct ;  whom  the  honour  of 
being  ninnbered  amon^  his  acquaint- 
ance reconciles  to  all  his  vices,  and  all 
his  abfurdities;  aiui  who'  eafily  per* 
fuade  themfelves  to  efleem  him,  bf 
whole  regard  they  confider  tbemmvci 
as  difHnguilhed  ami  exalted. 

It  is  dangerous  for  meanpiinds  t» 
venture  themfelves  witlun  the  fphere  c^ 
greatnefs.    Stupidity  is  ibon  blinded  b^\ 
the  fplendor  of  wealth,  and  cowardice  is   | 
eafily  fettered  in  the  fhackles  of  depen-y 
dance.    To  fblicit  patronage  is,  it  leaft 
in  the  event,  to  fet  virtue  to/ak.    None 
can  be  pleafed  without  prai&,  Md  fi^w 
can  be  piaifed  without  fallshood ;  "^rw 
can  be  aiBduous  widumt  ihvility,  and 
none  can  be  iervile  without  coimption. 
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I  Was  lately  coniidering,  among  other 
.  objc6ls  ot  (peculation,  the  new  at- 
ttnytofan  itniverfal  regifttrt  an  office 
m  which  every  man  may  lodgv  an  ac- 
cmmt  of  hid  fuBerflihties  aikl  waatt,  of 
whatever  he  dtiJres  to  ^uschaie  or  t» 
lelL  My  imagiztitioD  loon  prefentei. 
«>  me  the  latiti^e  to  which  ^  defigA 
tfiaT  be  extended  by  integrity  and  in- 
d^iitry,  aiHl  the  ndvantages  which  may 
lie  )vlSt\y  hopgd  from  a  general  mart  ckT 
xnteUigeace,  when  once  it's  reputation 
ftall  be  £b  eftablifhed»  that  neither  re- 
pcoacK  nfx  frzud.  ihall  be  feared  fiom 
it  $  when  aji  application  to  it  Ihali  nob 
ht  cenfured  as  tne  laft  refoxirce  of  dd'pe- 
lation,  nor  it's  iniorroations  fufpedled 
as  the  fortuitous  fuggeftions  of  men 
obliged  not  to  appear  ignorant .  A  place 
where  jcvery  cxubci-ance  may  be  dif- 
charged*  and  every  deficiency  fuppliedy 
where  every  lawful  paflion  may  mid  it'* 
f^ifxcationsy  and  cwry  boneft  aniofity 
receive  talis tacl ion  j  where  the  Aock  o£ 
a  nation,  pccuniaiy  and  intelle£lunl, 
nay  be  brought  together  ^  andwhaeaJl 
conditions  m  humanity  may  hope  ta 
find  relief,  pieafure,  ax>d  accommoda- 
tion ;  mutt  equally  dcfciTe  the-  attention 
jf  the  raerchant  and  philofopher,  of 
bim  who  mingles  in  the  tumult  of  buil'- 
ikCv,  and  him  who  only  lives  to  amufe 
himftlf  with  the  various  employments 
and  purfiiits  of  others.  Nor  wUl  it  be 
an  uuinilru^ling  fciiool  to  the  greateft 
mafters  of  method  and  difpatcii,  if'fuch 
ipultipJJcity^  9U1  be  m  cfcrvtd  from  em- 
liani^Tieht^4iud  fuck  tumult  from  \s^ 
^iccuracy. 
*  Whifc  J  was,  concerting  this  fplendid 
proje£i,  .antf  filling;  ray  thoughts  with 
U's  fcgiilatign^  it's  conveniencies,  it's 
variety,  and  it's  confcquences,  1  funk 
gradiRilly  iuta  Aumheij  but  the, feme 
imagcsj  though  Icf*  dift'mft,  ftill  conti- 
nued to  float  U4«o»  my  fancy. .  L  pcf.- 
ccivcd  myfclf  at  the  gate  o(  an*  immenfc 
edifice,  where  Innumerable  mmtitudcs 
^Nrfrep«ii|^  without  confuiionj  every 


hct  on  which  I  fixed  my  eyes  fcemcd 
fettled  in  the  contemplation  of  fome  im- 
portant puipofc,    ^id  every  foot  was 
kaitvned  by  eagirnefs  and  expecbttion* 
I  foUowed  the  crowd  witbout  knowing 
whither  X  {houki  be  drawn,  and  mnain« 
ed  a  while  \n  the  irapkafmg  itate  of  an 
idler,  whepe  all  other  beings  v»ere  hufy, 
riving  place  every  moment  to  thofe  wlio 
had  more  impoitance   in   their  looks. 
Aihamed  to  Aand  ignorant',  and  afraid 
to  afk  queftions,  at  latt  I  Taw  a  ladyi 
fweepine  by  me,  whom,  by  the  quick.4 
nefs  of  her  eyes,  the  ^ilityof  her  ftep«^ 
and  a  mixture  of  levity  and  impatience, 
I  knew  to  he  my  long-loved  protcibd*^ 
Curiofity.  *  Gi'tatgoddds,'  laidi,  <mayi 
'  thy  votary  he  penmttod  to  injplore  thy 
favour  ?  If  thbu  haft  been  my  dirc^hdii 
from  the  firlt  dawti  of  rcafon,  if  I 
have  followed  thee  tlirotteh  the  maxe 
of  lifie  with  invariable  fWeUty,    if  I 
have  turned  to  every  new  caii,  and 
quitted  at  thy  nod  one  purfnit  for  aiw 
other,  if  I  have  never  fbpped  at  the 
invitations  of  fortune,  noribrgot  thy 
authority  in  the  b«wer»  of  pleafare,- 
infoi-m  me  now  whither  chance  hav 
comludcd  rae.' 

<  Thou  art  now,'  replied  the  finilim 
power,  « in  the  prefence  of  Juftice,  ai^ 
'-  of  Truth,  whom  the  father  of  gods 
and  men  has  fent  down  to  regiftcr  the 
demande  and  preteniont  of  mankind*' 
that  the  world  may  at  laft  be  reduced' 
to  order,  and  that  none  may  complain. 
hercaiter  of  being  doomed  to  taiks  for 
which  they  are  urtqualified,  or  poflef- 
fing  facultirsit>rwhichthev  cannot  find 
empioynunt,  or  virtucc  that  kmgoifh* 
unobicrved  tbi  want  of  opportimities 
to  exert  thera,  of  being  encund^ered^ 
with  fupa-ftuitics  xi4rich  they  wouk)^ 
willingly  refign,  or  of*  wafting  away^' 
in  deiirej  which  ought  to  be  f^$fie£ 
Juftice  is  now  to  examine  ever^r  linan^. 
wiiies,  and  Tnfth  is  to  record  tlicm  }{ 
kt  u*  ajppfroai^, ,  and  oh&rve  the pii©*' 
grefs  ol  this  great  tranikaion.' 
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Slietli«A»Knrd  forward;  aod  Truth, 
V^ho  kxkew  her  among  the  moik  faithful 
of  her  followers^  beckoned  her  to  ad- 
T9nce>  tiU.^  were  fhcad  near  the  feat 
of  Juftic^  The  J&r(l  ,who  requiied  the 
ai&ftance  of  the  qS^cc  camr  forward 
vitL  a  flow  pace»  and  humour  of  digoi- 
t^t  aod,  ihsy^inf  a  weighty  purie  in  his 
hand,  demanded  to  be  regifte^  by 
Tnith>  at  the  Nf«cenas  of  the  prefcnt 
•ge,  the  chief  c^coui-ager  of  fiterary 
merit,  to  whom  men  of  learning  and 
wit  mi^  apply  ^  *"y  exigence  or  dif. 
trefs  with  certainty  of  fuccour.  Juftice 
very  mildly  enquired,  whether  he  had 
calculated  the  expence  of  fuch  a  decla- 
jation?  whether  he  had  been  informed 
■what  number  of  petitioners  w«uld  fwaiin 
about  him  ?  whether  he  could  diftinguiHi 
fdlenefs  and  negligence  from  calamity, 
oilentatioa  fiwn  knowledge,  or  vivacity 
from  wit  ?  To  thefe  queftions  he  feemed 
not  well  provided  with  a  reply,  but  re- 
peated his  dedre  to  be  recorded  as  a  pa- 
tron. Juftice  then  ofitred  to  regifter  his 
propofals  on  thefe  conditions;  that  he 
ihould  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  flatter- 
ed ;  that  he  ihould  never  delay  an  audi- 
ence wTien  he  had  nothing  to  do;  and 
that  he  fhould  never  encouiage  follow- 
ers without  intending  to  reward  them. 
Thefc  terms  were  too  naid  to  be  accept- 
ed;  *  For  what,"  faid  he,  •  is  the  end  of 

*  patronage,  but  the  pleafure  of  reading 

*  dedications,  holding  multitudes  in  fu- 
**  Ipcnce,  and  enjoying  their  hopes,  their 

*  fears,    and  their  anxiety;    flaXteriner 

*  thcra  to  aiUduity,  and  at  laft  dilrnifl- 
**  ing  them  for  impaticticc?'  Juftice 
heard  his  confeiTion,  and  ordered  his 
name  to  be  pofted  upon  the  gate  among 
cheats,  and  robbers,  and  publick  nui- 
-fanccs,  which  all  were  by  that  notice 
warned  to  avoid. 

Another  requiied  to  be  made  known 
as  the  dilcovcrer  of  a  new  art  of  edu- 
cation, by  which  languages  and  fclences 
night  be  taught  to  all  capacities,  and 
all  inclinations,  without  fear  of  punifh- 
ment,  pain  of  confineinerit,  lofs  of  any 
part  ot  the  gay  mien  of  itjnorance,  or 
any  o!>ffru6tion  of  the  ncccllury  progrels 
in  drefs,  dancing:,  or  can  Is. 

Juftice  and  Truth  did  not  trouble 
thi9  great  adept  with  many  enquiries ; 
but  Ending  his  addrcls  awkward,  and 
hit  fpeech  barbarous,  ouitftl  h'.in  to  he 
regiltered  as  a  tall  ffllc-.v  \:]\o  wjiwtd 


^va^oyv^m,  acd 


mj;;at  icrve 


m  aj^y 


polk  wbpre  the  knowledge  of  nada^ 
and  writing  was  not  reqiutsed. 

A  waji  oi  a  very  great  and  phibfe- 
phick  9^e^  required  notice  to  be^itrem 
of  his  int^tioa  to  iet  ^out,  a  ccrtant 
day,  on  a  iiibmarine  vofage,  imd  <£ 
bifi  wiUingneft  to  take  at  p^iflcngen' 
for  no  ;nore  than  double  che  prioe  at 
which  they  nu^hl  fail  abore.watac*  Bm 
Jefire  was  granted,  and  he  retired  to  a 
convenient  Sand,  in  expefiation  of  fil- 
ing his  Ihip,  and  glowing  rich  in  « 
ftiort  time  by  the  lecrecy,  fafety,  and 
expediticm  of  the  padage. 

Another  dciired  to  advcrtife  the  cu- 
rious, that  he  had,  for  the  advancement 
of  true  knowledge,  contrived  an  optical 
inftrument,  by  which  thofe  who  laid  out 
their  indufti-y  on  meuKMiais  of  the 
changes  of  the  wind  might  obferve  th^ 
dire£liou  of  the  weathercocks  on  the 
hitherfide  of  the  lunar  world. 

Another  wilhed  to  be  known  as  the 
author  of  an  invention  by  w:hich  citiea 
or  kingdoms  might  be  made  warm  ia 
winter  by  afmgle  fire,  a  kettle,  and  pipe. 
Another  had  a  vehicle  by  which  a  mam 
might  bid  ^ieiiance  jo  floods,  and  con-, 
tinue  floating  in  an  inundation,  withoat 
any  inconvenience,  till  the  water  fliould 
fubfide.  Juftice  confidered  thefe  projeS* 
as  of  no  importance  but  to  their  authors, 
and  therefore  fcarcely  condrfcended  to 
examine  thenaj  but  Truth  reful'ed  ta 
admit  them  into  the  regifter. 

Twenty  different  pretenders  came  ia 
one  hour  to  give  DDhce  of  an  univeffal 
medicine,  by  which  all  difeafes  might  he. 
cui-ed  or  prevented,  and  life  protra^cd 
beyond  the  age  of  Neftor.  But  Juftice 
informed  them,  that  one  univerfal  medi« 
cine  was  fulHcient,  and  (he  vw>uld  delay 
the  notiBcation  till  ftie  faw  who  could 
longeft  prcferve  his  own  life. 

A  thouland  other  claims  and  offers 
were  exhibited  and  examinedi  I  re- 
marked, among  diis  mighty  multitude, 
that,  of  intclleAual  advantages,  many 
had  gieat  exuberance,  and  few  confeiTed 
any  want ;  of  every  art  there  were  a 
hundred  profcflbrs  for  a  fingle  pupil  g 
but  of  other  attainments,  fuch  as  ricncs, 
honours,  and  preferments,  I  found  none 
that  had  too  much,  but  thouCands  nxid 
tea  thoufauds  that  thoUi^ht  themfelvea 
intitlcd  to  a  larger  dividend. 

It  often  iuppenetl,  that  old  mifert, 
and  women,  nianied  at  the  dole  of  life^ 
advcrriicd  tii^ir  want  ot  childrf n ;  nor 
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^0tL$  it  imcommon  fbr  tbofe  wlio  had  m 
iiiimerous  o£Fspiiiig,  to  give  notice  of  a 
Ion  or  daughter  to  be  Spared ;  but  though 
appeaHuicet  promiied  well  on  both  fidesy 
m  bargain  feldoin  fucceeded^  for  they 
foon  loft  dietn  inclination  to  adopted 
childrtny  and  procliMed  (beir  inten- 
tions to  promote  Come  (cheme  of  pub- 
lick  charity;  a  thouisuid  propo(ah  wdt 


inmiediatelv  made,  among  which  the^ 
hefitated  till  death  predoded  the  dea« 
fion. 

As  I  ftood  looking  qn  this  (cene  of 
confufion.  Truth  condefcended  to  afk 
me,  what  was  my  buiineis  at  the  office? 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  wnexpeAed  qoef* 
tion,  and  awaked  by  my  cmNrts  to  «i« 
fwtrit. 


SHD  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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IT  k  necefliiy  to  the  iiicceit  ^f  flat* 
tflry»  that  it  be  accomiBodated  to 
IHurtktthr  cttfcwnftancet  or  chara£lerst 
•nd  enttr  the  heart  on  that  £de  where 
the  paflions  ftand  ceady  to  reeeWe  it. 
A  laii^F  i^om  4ifteiA  with  attention  to 
laay  pratfe  but  that  of  her  beauty ;  n 
merchant  alway  t  expefts  to  hear  of  his 
influeooe  at  the  baidc,  his  importance 
vn  the  exchange,  the  height  of  his  cre- 
dity  and  the  extent  of  his  trafiick  t  and 
<he  author  sviil  Scarcely  be  pieaied  with- 
ont  lamentations  of  the  neneft  of  learn- 
ings the  oonfpiraciesagainn  ^enitie,  and 
die  flow  "progreis  of  ment»  or  fome 
foa&s  of  me  magnantmity  of  thofe  who 
encounter  poverty  and  contempt  in  the 
csnfe  of  knowkage,  and  trufl  for  the 
vewafd  of  their  labours  to  the  judgment 
and  gratitudeof  pofteritv. 

An  aflurance  of  unfading  krards,  and 
imaiorta]  rqnitation,  is  the  icttled  reci- 
procatioA  m  civ^ity  between  amicable 
writers.    To  i-aiie  moimments  more  dU' 

'  tboM  pramUsf  has  been  long  the  com- 
fDonbooft  of  literature}  but  among  the 
knumesable  archite6ls  that  ere£k  co- 
lumns to  themfelves,  lar  the  greater  part, 
either  for  want  of  durable  materials)  or 
of  art  to  dffpoTe  them>  (be  their  edifices 
perifli  as  they  are  towering  to  comple- 
tion; and  thole  few  that  for  a  while  at- 
traft  the  eye  of  mankind,  arc  generally 
weak  in  tiie  foundation,  and  u»a  fink 
^  the  ihps  of  time. 

No  place  affords  a  xnorv  ftriku)g  con- 


vi^lioQof  the  vanity  ofhuman  hopes,  than 
a  publick  library;  tor  who  can  fee  the  wall 
crowded  on  erciy  iide  by  mighty  volumes, 
the  works  of  laborious  meditation  and 
accurate  enquiry,  now  fcarcely  known 
but  by  the  cataiogut,  and  prefenred  onjy 
to  inaieaTe  the  pomp  of  learning,  with- 
out confidering  how  many  hours  have 
been  wafted  in  vain  endeavours,  how 
cfuik  imagination  has  anticipated  the 
nraifes  of  futurity,  how  manv  fUtucs 
nave  rifento  the  eye  of  vanity,  how  ma- 
ny ideal  converts  have  elevated  xeal» 
how  often  wit  has  exulted  in  th^  eternal 
infamy  of  his  antagonifts,  and  dogma- 
tifm.has  delighted  in  the  gradual  ad- 
vances of  his  authority,  the  immutabi- 
lity of  his  decreesi  and  the  perpetuity 
of  his  power. 


-MM  unfuam  JtJk 


Docwmnta  firs  mi^ora^  ftutm  fiagUi  tot9 
Starem  Juparbu 

Infiildng  chance  ne'er  ciH'd  with  louder  voice, 
On  fwelling  mortals  to  be  proud  no  more. 

Of  the  innumerable  authors  whofe 
performances  are  thus  treafured  up  ia 
migniftcent  obfcurity,  moft  are  forgot- 
ten, becaufe  they  never  deferved  to  ht 
remembered,  and  owed  the  honours 
which  they  wice  detained,  not  to  judg- 
ment, or  to  genius,  to  labour  or  to  %Tt, 
but  to  the  prejudice  of  fa^^ion,  the  ftra- 
tagem  of  intrigue,  or  the  fervility  of  a- 
dulation. 

Nothing  is  more  common  ^ida  to  £n4 
H  h  lOOgle  mc(| 
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men  whoi«  works  are  now  totally  ncg- 
le^cd,  mentioned  with  praifes  by  their 
contemporaiies,  a«  the  oracles  of  theii* 
age,  and  the  legiflators  of  fcicnce.   Cu- 
riofity  is  naturaSy  excited,  their  volumes 
after  long  enquiry  are  found,  but  fel- 
dom  reward  the  labour  of  the  fearch. 
^  Every  period  of  time  has  produced  thefc 
(      bubbles  of  artificial  fame,  which  are  kept 
\      \ip  a  while  by  the  breath  of  faftiion,  and* 
v^  then  break  at  once,  and  are  annihilated. 
The  leamcti  often  bewail  the  lofs  of  an- 
cient writers  whofe  chara£lei*s  haVe  fur- 
vived  their  works  j  but,  perhaps,  if  we 
could  how  retrieve  them,  we  mould  find 
tl>em  only  the  Granvillcs,  Montages, 
Stepneys,  and  Shefticlds  of  their  time, 
an^f  womlcr  by  what  infatuation  or  ca- 
price they  could  be  raifed  to  notice. 

It  cannot,  however,  Iw  denied,  that 
many  have  funk  into  oblivion,  whom 
it  were  unjuft  to  min»ber  with  this  def- 
plcable  clafs.     Various  kinds  of  literary 
tame  fccmeddeltincd  to  various  nieafuret 
of  duration.     Some  fprcad  into  exube- 
rance with  a  very  fpeedy  giwth,  but 
loon  wither  and  decay;  lomc  ri(e  more 
y  flowlv,  but  laft  long.     Pamaffus  hat 
}     it's  dowers    of  tranlicnt  fragrance,  as 
\     yell  a5  it's  oaks  of  towering  lieight,  and 
it's  laurels  of  eternal  venture. 

Among  thofe  wliofc  reputation  is  cx- 
haufted  in  a  ihort  time  by  it's  own  lux- 
uriance, arc  the  writers  who  take  ad\'an  . 
lage  of  prefent  incidents  or  charat^ers 
'  which  iti-ongly  intercft  the  palfions,  and 
engage  univcrfal  attention.  It  is  not 
dithcuit  to  obta'yi  readers  when  we  dif- 
cul's  a  cjucltion  which  every  one  is  de- 
firous  to  undcrlland,  which  is  debated 
in  every  alTembly,  and  has  divided  the 
nation  mto  partus;  or  wlwm  we  difplay 
the  faults  or  virtues  of  him  whofe  puh- 
Ktk  condu6>  has  made  abnoft  every  tnft» 
his  enemy  or  his  friend.  To  the  quick 
circulation  of  inch  protlu^ions  all  the 
motives  of  intereft  and  vanity  concur; 
the  difputant  cniarg;es  his  knowledge, 
the  zealot  animates  his  pallion,  ai^  cveiy 
man  is  dclirou:;  ;o  inform  himlelf  con 
ft-JiinS  aftaus  lo  vehctneiuly  agitated 
^n*l  varioully.ffjprcfcntfd^ 

Iris  tcarccly  to  be  imagined,  through 
how  many  Uibordinatiojis,  of  intcrcU 
thr  ardour  of  ^xuiy  isdlffufcd;  an  J  wh^t 
iLU^titivdei  f<incy/themlclvts  aifcClvd  by 
wvuy.r.iuiv  or  j»ant;ffyrivk  on  a  man  of 
p^T.JD.iia.  Whoever  haw,  ;^t  any  Tm/e, 
taitcn  oct.ihun  to  mention liini  w  i  Jiprsilc 


or  blame,  whoever  ha^pSlM  to  totV4f^ 
hate  any  of  his  adherentsi-  as  he  wiAxs 
to  confiim  his  opinion,  and  to  (Irengthcn 
his  party,  will  diligently  penile  every 
paper  from  which  he  can  hope  for  fen- 
timents  Uke  his  own.  i\n  obje^,  how- 
ever (mall  in  itfelf,  if  placed  near  to  the 
eye,  wiU  engroIiB  all  the  rays  of  light  $ 
and  a  tianfa^Tion,  however  trivial,  fwelb 
into  importance  when  it  preflfes  immedi- 
ately on  our  attention.  He  that  Audi  per- 
iife  the  political  pamphlets  of  any  paft 
rciffo,  will  wonder  why  they  were  fo  ea- 
gerly read,  or  lb  loudly  prailed.  Many  of 
the  performances  which  had  power  to  in- 
flame factions,  and  fill  a  kingdom  wiib 
confiifiou,  havenow  very  littkefil:^  upoo 
a  frigid  critick ;  and  the  time  is  coming, 
when  the  compositions  of  later  hire- 
lings fhaH  lie  equally  defpiledT  In  pro* 
portion  as  thofe  wlio  write  on  temporary 
fubjefls  are  exalted  above  their  mtrit  at 
firft,  they  are  afterwards  deprelTed  be- 
low it ;  nor  can  the  brisrhteft  elegance  of 
di6lion,  Or  mo^  aittiil  lubtilty  of  reaibn- 
ing,  hope  for  mudi  efteem  from  thoio 
whofe  r^ard  is  no  longer  quickened  by 
curiofity  or  pride. 

It  is,  indeed,  thefateof  controYertifH» 
even  when  they  contend  ibr  philoibphi- 
cal  or  theoWical  truth,  to  be  foon  laid 
afideand  lli^ed»  feithtr  thequeftion 
is  decided,  and  there  is  no  more  place 
for  doubt  and  oppofition ;  or  mankind 
dei'pair  of  underftanding  it,  and  grow 
weary  of  difturbance,  content  themielves 
with  quiet  ignorance,  ami  refiiie  to  be 
haraifed  with  bbours  which  they  have  ^ 
no  hopes  of  recompenfing  with  know- 
ledge. 

The  authors  of  new  didroreriet  may 
furely  txfcR  to  be  reckoned  among 
thole  whole  writings  are  fecure  of  Tcne- 
ratioA:  yet  it  often  happens  that  the 
genei'al  reception  of  a  doifrine  obicurrt 
the  bookst  in  which  it  was  delivered. 
When  any  tenet  is  generally  received 
and  adopted  as  an  incontrovertible  prin- 
ciple, we  feldom  look  back  to  the  argu- 
ments upon  which  it  was  firit  eftabljfli« 
ed,  or  can  bear  that  tedioufioefs  of  dc- 
du6lJon,  and  mvltiplicity  of  evidence^ 
by  which  it*s  author  was^orced  to  rt- 
concile  it  to  prejudice,  atod  fortify  it  in 
the  weaknefs  of  novcdty  againftobfti^ 
iiacy  and  envy. 

It  is  wrlj  known  how  much  cf  our 
phil<4lbphy  is  derived  from  Boyle*a  dif- 
Lovei )  of  the  quaiitiM  vi  the  W  s  yet 
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•f  tliofe  who  "Mw  adopt  or  enlarge  his 
theory,  very  few  have  read  the  detail  of 
his  experiments.  His  name  is,  indeed, 
reverenced  $  but  his  works  are  negieA- 
cd  ;  we  are  contented  to  know,  that  he 
conouered  his  opponents,  without  en- 
quinng  what  cavns  were  produced  a- 
^inft  him,  or  by-  what  proofs  they  were 
confuted. 

Some  writers  apply  themfelves  to  ftu* 
dies  boundlefs  and  inexhauftible,  as  ex- 
periments and  natural  philofophy .  Thefe 
are  always  loft  in  fuccefllve  compila- 
tions as  new  advances  are  made,  and 
farmer  obfervationc  becume  more  fa- 
miliar. Others  fpend  their  lives  in  re- 
marks on  language,  or  explanations  of 
antiouities,  and  only  afford  materials 
for  lexicographers  and  commentators, 
whoai-e  themlclves  ovcrwhelmetl  byfub- 
fequent  collectors,  that  equally  deftroy 
the  memory  of  their  prcdeceffors  by  am- 
plification, ti-anf^ution,  or  contrac- 
tion.  Every  new  lyftem  of  nature  gives 
^irth  to  a  1  warm  o{  expofitdrs,  whoic 


bufinefs  is  to  explain  and  ilhiftrate  it, 
and  who  can  hope  to  exift  no  longer 
than  the  founder  of  their  Cc6i  prefcr\'es 
his  reputation.  * 

There  are-,  indeed,  few  kinds  of  com - 
pofition  irum  which  an  author,  how- 
ever learned  or  ingenious,  can  hope  a 
long  continuance  of,  fame.  He  who 
has  carefulijr  ihidied  human  natuie,  and 
can  wtU  delcribe  it,  may  with  moft  rea- 
Ibn  flatter  his  ambition.  Bacon, among 
ail  his  pretenitons  to  the  regard  of  pol- 
terity,  feeras  to  have  pleaied  himfelf 
chiefly  with  his  Eflays,  ivhlcb  come  home 
t9  men  shufmeji  «W^9/^/n/,  and  of  which 
therefore  he  declares  his  expc^tion, 
that  they  'will  Ikteas  long  as  books  la/f. 
It  may,  however,  fdtist'y  an  honed  and 
benevolent  mind  to  have  been  ulcfal, 
though  lefs  confpicuous;  nor  will  he 
that  extends  his  hope  to  highei'  rewards 
be  fb  much  anxious  to  obtam  pi*aii'e,  as 
to  dilcharge  the  duty  which  Providence 
afligns  him* 


N^CVIL    TUESDAY,  MARCH  26,  1751. 

ALTERNIS  iCITUa  CON'TXNDERE  VER810V8  AMBO 
COxriXZ  t    ALTSKNOt  MVSJJL  MEMIN16SE   VOLEBAKT. 

VltC. 

OK  THEMES  ALTllN  ATE  .NOW  THE   SWAIKS    RXCITB$ 
THE  MUSES  IV  AX.TERNATI.  THEMES  DELIGHT. 

EtrMINSTON. 
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AMONG  the  various  cenfures, 
which  the  unavoidable  companfon 
«f  my  perfoimances  with  thofc  of  my 
predeceflbrs  has  pixxiuced,  there  is  none 
more  general  than  that  of  tmiformity. 
Many  of  my  readers  reniark  the  want 
of  tho(k  changes  of  colours,  which 
formerly  fed  the  attention  with  unex- 
haufted  noveky,  and  of  that  inteiinix- 
ture  of  fubje^,  or  alternation  of  man- 
ner, by  which  other  writers  reMered 
w^arincfs,  and  awakened  expe6bition. 

I  have,  indeed,  hitherto  avoided  the 
prafiice  of  uniting  gay  and  Iblemn  fub- 
jeAs  in  tlie  fame  paper,  becaui'e  it  feems 
abfurd  for  an  autW  to  countera^l  him- 
felf,  to  prefs  at  once  with  eoual  force 
upon  both  parts  of  the  intclle«ual  ba- 
lance, or  give  medicines,  which,  like  the 
double  poiion  of  Dryden,  deltroy  the 
force  of  one  another.  I  have  eadea- 
roured  Ibmetimes  te  divert,  and  fome- 
times  to  elevate  $  but  have  im^med  it  an 
yftic^  attempt  to  difturb  nwiTiment  by 


f1 


folemnity,  or  interrupt  ferioufnefs  by 
drollery.  Yet  I  fhall  this  day  publifh 
two  letters  of  very  different  temiency, 
which  I  Iwpe,  Idee  tragi-cometly,  may 
chance  to  pleafe  even  when  they  ai*c  not 
critically  approved. 

TO   THE   RAMBLER. 

^    PT.hn    SIR, 

h^  H  O  U  G  H,  as  my  mamma  tells  me, 
*  I  am  too  young  to  talk  at  the  table, 
I  have  great  pleafure  in  liflcning  to  the 
convcifation  of  learned  rvtcn,  elpccially 
when  they  difcourfe  of  things  which  I 
donotunderrtawlj  and  have,  therefore, 
been  of  late  particularly  delighted  with 
many  difputcs  about  tlie  alteration  of 
tbeftile,  which,  they  fay,  is  to  be  made 
by  aft  of  parliament. 

One  day  when  my  mamma  was  gone 
out  of  the  room,  I  afked  a  very  gi^at 
Icholar  what  the  ilile  was?  He  told  me, 
he  was  afraid  I  (hould  hardly  tmdcr- 
liaod  him  when  he  informed  me,  that  it 
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was  the  fisted  md  eftsbliikcd  method  of 
compoting  time.  It  was  not,  mdetd^ 
likely  that  I  (hould  underftand  him^  for  £ 
never  yet  knew  time  computed  in  my  life* 
nor  can  imagine  why  we  fliouki  be  at  fo 
mvch  troubk  to  count  what  we  cannot 
keep.  He  did  not  tell  me  whether  we 
are  to  count  the  time  paft,  or  the  time  to 
cDme ',  but  I  bare  coniidertd  them  both 
by  myielf,  and  think  it  as  fooli(h  to 
count  time  that  is  gone,  as  monev  that 
is  Ipent ;  and  as  for  the  time  which  is  to 
come,  it  only  feen^s  farther  off  by  count* 
ing;  and  therefore  when  any  pltafure  is 
promiied  me,  I  always  think  of  the  time 
as  little  as  I  can. 

I  have  fince  liftened  very  attentively 
to  every  one  that  talked  upon  this  lub- 
je£l,  ot  whom  the  greater  pait/ecm  not 
to  underftand  it  bettei*  than  my feU';  for 
though  they  often  hint  how  much  the 
nation  has  been  mi^aken>  and  rejoice 
that  we  are  at  laft  growing  wiftr  than 
our  anceftors,  I  hare  never  been  able  to 
difcover  from  them,  that  any  body  has 
died  fooner  or  been  married  later  for 
covmting  time  wrong  ;  and  therefore  I 
began  to  fancy  that  then  was  a  great 
buftle  with  little  confbquence. 

At  laft,  two  friends  of  my  papa,  Mr. 
Cycle,  and   Mr.   Starlight,    being,  it 


fcems,  both  of  high  lesu-ning,  and  «^^|vf*^ 


maiatained,  tlift  aK  d»t  yciplextty  mif 
be  avoided  by  leaping  aver  elev^cn  day» 
in  th^  reckoning;.  ai)d  indeed,  if  i| 
ihould  come  only  to  this*  I  think  th^ 
new  ftyle  is  a  dclijzlitful  thing;  for  mf 
mamma  iays  I  (hail  go  to  court  when  ( 
am  lixteen,  and  if  tbcy  canhutcentrivo 
often  to  kap  over  eleven  days  togetkerg 
the  months  of  reftraint  will  foon  be  z% 
an  end.  It  is  (brange,  that  with  ail  the 
plots,  that  have  been  laid  againd  tioie, 
they  couki  never  kill  it  by  aft  of  parlia- 
n]^nt  before.  Dear  Sir,  if  you  have 
amy  vote  or  intereft,  get  them  but  (ot^ 
once  to  deflroy  eleven  months,  and  then 
I  (hall  be  as  old  as  fome  married  ladies. 
But  this  is  definrd  only  if  you  think 
they  will  not  comply  with  Mr.  Star* 
llght*8  fcheme;  fur  nothing^  furely  could 
pkale  me  like  a  vear  of  confufioo,  whea 
I  ihall  no  longer  be^fixed  this  hour  to  my 
pen  and  the  next  to  my  needle,  or  wait- 
at  home  foi*  the  dancing-mailer  one  day, 
and  the  next  for  the  mui(ick>maiUr,  but 
run  from  ball  to  ball,  and  from  drumtos 
drum  J  and  fpend  all  my  time  without 
Uiks,  and  without  account,  and  go  out 
without  telline  whither,  and  come  home 
without  rcgart  to  prcfcribcd  boorst  or 
Umilj-rukt.     I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 


PROr£ltANTIA« 

to  make  *  an   almanack,  began  to  tajl^  I    *\ 

about  the  new  ftyle.     Sweet  Mr.  Star-  I    wa.  lAMitia, 

light— I  am  fure  I  (hall  ipy^his  name  as     T  Was  feiied  this  mominc;  with  an  un* 


long  as  I  live;  for  he  told  Cycle  round- 
ly, with  a  fierce  look,  that  we  (hould 
never  be  right  without  zyfor  af  confu- 
fion.  Dear  Mr.' Rambler,  did  you  ever 
hear  any  thing  fo  charming?  a  whole 
year  of  confufion !  When  tho*  has  been 
a  rout  at  mamma's,  I  have  thought  one 
night  of  confufion  worth  a  thoufand 
nights  of  rcfl";  and  if  I  can  but  fee  a 
year  of  confufion,  a  whole  year  of  cards 
in  one  room,  and  dancings  in  another, 
here  a  feaft,  and  there  a  ma(qu^rade, 
and  plays,  and  coaches,  and  hurries, 
and  meflfagcs,  and  milliners,  and  raps  at 
the  door,  and  vifits,  and  frolicks,  and 
nov  fafliions,  I  (hall  not  czxt  what  they 
do  wieh  the  reft  of  the  time,  nor  whether 
they  count  it  bv  the  old  (tyle  or  the  new; 
for  I  am  i%folvcd  to  break  loofc  firom 
the  nurft-ry  in  the  tumult,  and  play  my 
part  among  the  reft;  and  it  will  be  (trange 
if  I  cannot  get  a  hufhand  and  a^chariot 
in  tfie  vear  of  confufion. 

Cyclr,  who  is  neither  £o  youne  nor 
fo  handfomc  as  Starlight,  very  gravdy 


ufual  penfivenefs,   and  finding  that 
books  onljr  fcrved  to  heighten  it,  too\ 
a  ramble  mto  the  fidds,  m  hc^>es  of  re« 
lief  and  invisoration  firom  the  keennefa  ' 
o^  the  air  and  brigbtnefs  of  the  fim. 

As  I  wandered  wrapped  up  in 
thought,  my  eyes  were  (bruck  with  the 
hofpital  for  the  reception  of  deferted  in- 
fants, which  I  furveyed  with  pleafure, 
till  by  a  natural  tram  of  fentiment,  I 
began  to  refie^l  on  the  ht!t  of  the  mo- 
thers. For  to  what  (belter  can  xhfj  fly  ? 
Onlytothearms  ofthcirhetrayer,  which 
perhaps  are  now  no  longer  opes  to  «- 
crive  them;  and  then  how  quick  mu(^ 
be  the  tranfition  from  deluded  virtue  to 
(hameleis  guilt,  and  from  (hamelefs  guilt 
to  hopelds  wrstchednefs ! 

The  angui(h  that  I  felt,  left  roc  no 
reft  till  I  had,  by  your  means,  addhrefled 
myfclf  to  the  publick  on  Ijehalf  of  thole 
forlorn  crcatwes,  the  women  of  the 
town ;  whofe  mifery  here  might  hX\%if 
the  raoft  rigorous  cenfor,  and  whofe  par- 
ticipation of  our  common  nature  might  ' 
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fbrdy  induce  tis  to  endeavour,  at  leaft, 
their  prefervatioa  from  etdnal  punifh- 

HMIIt. 

Thefc  were  all  once,  if  not  virtnous, 
at  leak  innoceitt;  and  might  ftill  have 
continued  blaroeiefs  and  eafy,  but  for 
the  arts  and  insinuations  of  thole  whole 
rank,  ftntune,  or  education,  fumi^ed 
cfatm  with  means  to  corrupt  or  to  delude 
there.  Let  the  libertine  reflect  a  mo- 
ment on  the  fituation  of  that  woman, 
who,  hetr^  ferfaken  by  her  betrayer,  is 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  turning  pro- 
ftstute  for  bread,  and  judge  of  the  enor- 
mity of  his  guik  by  the  evils  which  it 
{nroduces. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  numbers 
Ibllow  this  dreadful  courfe  of  life  with 
fliame,  horror,  and  regret ;  but  where 
can  they  hope  ^  refuge  ?  *  The  world 
f^  IS  not  their  firiend,  nor  the  world's  law.* 
^heir  iighs,  and  tears,  and  groans,  are 
criminal  in  the  eye  of  their  tyrants,  the 
l«illy  and  the  bawd,  who  fatten  on  their 
mifmr,  and-threaten  them  with  want  or 
a  gaol,  if  they  (hew  the  leaft  delign  of 
cfcaping  from  their  bondage, 

<  To  wipe  all  tears  from  off  all  faces,* 
ii^ataik  too  hard  for  mortals;  but  to  al- 
leviate misfortunes  is  often  within  the 
moft  limited  power :  yet  the  opportuni- 
dea  which  everyday  affords  of^ relieving 
the  moft  wretched  of  human  beings 
arc  over-looked  and  negle^led,  wiA 
ftpal  diiregard  of  policy  and  goodnei's. 
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There  are  places.  Indeed,  fet  apart,  to 
wliich  thcfe  unhappy  creatures  may  re- 
fort,when  thedircaies  of  incontinence  km 

Xtbci?;  but  if  they  obtain  a  cure,  to 
a  re  they  reduced  ?  Either  to  return 
with  the  fmall  remains  of  beauty  to  their 
former  guilt,  or  periih  in  the  ftreets  witi| 
nakednels  and  hungtrr. 

How  irequentlv  have  the  gay  and 
thoughtlels,  in  tneir  evening  tidickt* 
ieen  a  band  of  theie  miferable  females^ 
covered  with  rags,  fhivering  with  cold, 
and  pining  with  hunger;  and,  without 
either  pitying  their  calainities,  or  reflect- 
ing upon  the  cruelty  of  thoie  who  per- 
haps firft  reduced  them  bycarcrlTes  of 
fbndneis,  or  magnificence  of  promiies^ 
go  on  to  reduce  others  to  the  iame 
wretchednefs  by  the  fame  means? 

To  ftop  the  increafe  of  this  deplorabk 
multitude,  is  undoubtedly  the  nrft  an^ 
moft  prefHng  confideration.  To  pre<* 
vent  evil  is  thegi"eatcnd  of  government^ 
the  end  for  which  vigilance  and  fcverity 
are  properly  employed-  But  furely 
tho(e  whom  paflion  or  intereft  have  ai# 
ready  depraved,  have  fgmc  claim  to 
compafHon,  from  beings^. equally  frail 
and  fullible  with  themfdves.  Nor  will 
they  long  groan  in  their  prefent  affl lo- 
tions, if  none  were  to  refufe  them  i^licf, 
but  thcfe  that  owe  their  exemption  from 
the  fame  diftrefs  only  to  their  wifdooi 
and  thei^  virtue,  X  am.  Sec. 

Amicus* 


N^CVIIU  SATURDAY,  MARCH  30,  jysr* 

tAPERE    AUDI, 
IKCIPE*      VIVENDI  RECTE  QJUI  FROIIOGAT  HORA>C, 
aUSTICUS    EXPECTAT    DUM    DKFLUAT   AM^TIS*.    AT    TLt* 
I^ABXTVK,    ET  |.ABETVS  |N  OMNZ  VOLVJILIS  AWM. 

H9a« 

BKGIN,    BE  BOtD,    ANDVEKTURE   TO  BE  WISE; 

ax  WHO  PBFEB8  THIS  WORK    PROM    DAY   TO  DAT^ 

PORS  ON    A    RIVERAS    BANX   EXPECTING    STAY, 

TILL  THE  WHOLE  STREAM,    WHICH  STOPP*P  HIM,    SNOULI>  BE   COKE| 

fHATBVNS,    AND,   AS  XT  RUNS,   rO|l  »V(|l  W^.L  B VN  ON. 

COWLEV* 


^N  aneient  poet, 


/ 


unreafbnably  dif-  j 
COOtcnted'at  the  preibnt  ftate  of  j 
things,    wluch  his  fyftem  .of  opinions  | 
ebliged  him  to  reprcfent  in  it's  worft 
ibnn»  hat  obferred  of  the  earth, .  *  that 

♦  it's  greater  part  is  covered  by  the  un* 

*  inhabitable  ocean  i    that  of  the  reft, 
I  |onwiiC9»pii]9)bqf9dwiAns4e4m9U|^ 


*  tainsj   and  Tome  loft  under    barren 

*  fandsj  ibmefcorchedwithunintermit• 
<  ted  heat,  and  fome  petrified  with  per- . 

J  *  pctual  fi-oft;  fo  that  onlyafew  regions  [ 
V  remain  for  the  pix>du6lion  of  fruits, 

*  the  pafture  of  cattle,  and  the  accom- 
<  modation  of  man.* 

1*1^  iame  ob^rvat^n  ma^r  be  tranf. 
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fciied  to  the  time  allotted  us  in  our  pre- 
fcnt  ftatc.  Wlicn  we  have  dcdufted  aR 
that  is  abforbcd  in  fleep,  all  that  is  ine* 
Titably  appropriated  to  the  demands  of 
Bat\ire>  or  irreTiltibly  engrofied  by  the 
tyranny  of  cullom;  all  that  pafTcsinre- 
ruUtif^g  the  luporficiai  decoratioiif  of 
Mc,  or  is  given  up  in  the  reciprocations 
ci'  civility  to  the  difpofal  of  others ;  all 
that  is  torn  fi-om  us  by  the  violence  of 
<iiieaie,  or  ftolcn  imperceptibly  away  by 
kflitode  and  kngitor^  we  fhaH  iind  that 
part  of  our  duration  vciy  fmall  of  which 
we  can  fruly  call  ourfdvcs  mafters,  or 
vhich  we  can  ipcnd  wholly  at  our  own 
choice.  Many  of  our  hours  are  lo(i  in 
a  rotation  of  petty  cares,  in  a  conflant 
recurrence  ot  the  fame  employments; 
many  of  our  proviiions  for  eale  or  hap- 
pinel's  are  always  exhaufteil  by  the  pre- 
fcnt  day  ^  and  a  great  part  of  our  exift-^ 
ciicc  fenres  no  other  purpofe,  than  that 
•f  enabling  ws  to  enjoy  tnc  reft. 

Of  the  few  moments  which  sat  left  in 
ow  dilpofal,  it  may  reafonably  be  ex- 
pe^bed»  that  we  (hould  be  fo  frugal  as  to 
Jet  none  of  them  ilip  from  us  without 
fome  equivalent ;  and  perhaps  it  might 
he  found,  that  as  the  earth,  however 
^nutencd  by  rocks  aiKl  waters,  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  more  than  all  it*s  inna- 
bkants  are' able  to  confume,  oiu*  lives, 
though  much  contra^ed  by  incidental 
diftraftion,  would  yet  affbnd  us  a  large 
^;>ace  vacant  to  the  exercile  of  i-eiilbn  and 
virtue  i  that  we  want  not  time  but  dili- 
gence, for  great  performances ;  and  that 
we  fquander  much  of  our  allowance, 
even  whik  wc  think  it  fparin^  and  in- 
fufficient. 

This  natural  and  neccilary  comminu- 
tion of  our  lives,  perhaps,  often  makes 
us  infeniibleof  the  negligence  with  which 
we  fuffer  them  to  fl  ide  away .  We  never 
confider  ourielves  as  poHefled  at  once  of 
time  fufficicnt  for  any  great  defign,  and 
therefore  indulge  ourielves  in  fortuitous 
mmufements.  We  think  it  unnecelTary 
to  take  an  account  of  a  few  fupemume- 
rary  moments,which,howevcr  employed, 
co\ild  have  produced  little  advantage, 
and  which  were  cxpofcd  to  a  thoufand 
chances  of  difturbance  and  intemiption. 

It  is  ob(crvablc,  that  either  by  nature 
or  by  habit,  our  faculties  are  fitted  to 
images  of  a  certain  extent,  to  which  we 
adjuft  great  things  by  divifion,  and  little 
things  by  accumulation.  Of  extenfive 
furfaces  we  can  only  take  a  ftiiTcy,  as 
tile  parts  fucceed  one  another  J  and  atoiu^ 


^ire  cannot  perceive,  t91  they  ire  tiffed 
Vunto  raafles.  Thus  we  break  the  valb 
periods  of  time  into  centuries  and  years; 
and  thus,  if  we  would  know  the  amount 
of  moments,  we  muft  agglomerate  them 
into  days  and  weeksv 

T^e  proverbial  oracles  of  our  paril- 
montotis  anceftors  have  informal  us 
that  the  fatal  walle  of  fortune  is  by  finall 
expences,  by  the  proliiiion  of  fums  too 
little  fmgly  to  alarm  our  caution,  and 
which  we  never  fuflfer  ourielves  to  con- 
fider together.  Of  the  fame  kind  is  the 
prodigality  of  life ;  he  that  hopes  to  look 
pack  hereafter  Mrith  iatisfa^ioa  upon 
paft  years,  muft  learn  to  know  the  pre- 
ient  value  of  finglc  minutes,  and  endea- 
vour to  let  no  paiticle  of  time  fall  uiHef^OV 
to  the  ground.  '  *? 

It  is  ufu^l  for  thofe  who  are  advtied 
to  the  attainment  ot  any  new  quaLHfica-« 
tion,  to  look  upon  themfelves  as  required 
to  change  the  general  courfe  of  their 
conduf^,  todifmiitbufmefs,  and  exclude 
pleaiure,  and  to  devote  their  days  and 
nights  to  a  particular  attention.  But  ail 
common  degrees  of  excellence  are  attain- 
able at  a  lower  price;  be  that  fhonld 
fteadily  and  refolutely  aftign  to  any 
fcience  or  language  thofe  interftitial  va- 
cancies which  intervene  in  the  moft 
crowded  varictv  of  diveriion  or  employ- 
ment, would  ftnd  every  day  new  irra- 
diations of  knowledge,  and  dilcover  how 
much  moie  is  to  be  hoped  from  £rt- 
quencv  and  perfevei*ance,  than  from  vio- 
lent efrorts  aixl  fudden  defires;  efforts 
which  are  foon  remitted  when  they  en- 
counter difficulty,  and  defires  which,  if 
they  are  indulged  too  often,  will  ihake 
off  the  authority  of  reafon,  and  range 
capricioufly  from  oneobic6l  to  ^^lother. 

The  difpofition  to  defer  every  import- 
ant defign  to  a  time  of  leifure,  and  a  ftate 
of  fettled  uniformity,  proceeds  generally 
from  a  fal/e  eftimate  of  the  human  pow- 
ers. If  we  except  thofe  eigantick  and 
fhipendous  intelligences  who  are  faid  to 
grafp  a  fyftcra  by  intuition,  and  bound 
forward  from  one  feries  of  cqndufions 
to  another,  witliout  regular  fteps  through 
intermediate  propofttjons,  th?  moft/uc- 
cefsful  ftudcnts  malce  their  advances  In 
ktmwledge  bylhort  flights,  between  e*;h 
of  which  the  mind  may  He  at  reft.  For 
every  fingle  a6^  of  progreflion  a  fhort 
tmie  it  fufficientj  and  it  is  only  neceflary, 
thnr  whcnc\'er  that  thnc  is  afibrded,  it 
will  be  well  employed. 
•  Few  mitKls  w\H  be  long  confined  to 
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feyeit  ind  bborkntt  meditttion ;  and 
vrhoi  a  Hiccefsful  attack  on  knowledge 
/has  been  made»  the  ftudcnt   recreates 
/  himself  with  the  contemplation  of'  his 
/    conqneftf  and  forbears  anothei*  incur- 
I     iion»  till  the  new-acquired  truth  has  be- 
V    come  £iiniiiary  and  bis  curiofity  calls  upon 
him  for  fireih  gratilications.     Whether 
the  time  of  intermiiHon  is  fpent  in  com- 
pany, or  in  folitude»  in  nece^y  bufi- 
nels,  or  in  voluntary  levities,  the  under- 
ftanding  is  equally  abftrafted  from  the 
obje£b  of  enquiry  $  but,  perhaps,  if  it  be 
detained  by  occupations  leis  pleaHng,  it 
returns  again  to  iludy.  with  greater  ala- 
crity, thvi  when  it  is  glutted  with  ideal 
pleafures,  and  furfeited  with  intempe- 
rance of  application.     He  that  will  not 
iuffer  himfelf  to  be  difcouraged  by  fan- 
cied tmpoflibilities,  mav  Ibmetimes  find 
his  abilities  invigorated  by  thentcefTiry 
of  exertine  them  in  ihort  intervals,  as 
7^  the' force  c?  a  current  is  increafed  by  the 
(      contra^on  of  it*s  channel. 

Prom  fome  caufe  like  this,  it  has  pro- 
bably proceeded,  that  among  thofe  who 
have  contributed  to  the  advancement  of 
learning,  many  have  rilen  to  eminence 
in  opposition  to  all  theobftacles  which 
external  circumliances  couki  place  in 
their  way,  amidft  the  tumnlt  of  oufineis, 
the  dtftrclTes  of  jjovcrty,  or  the  diflipa- 
tions  of  a  wandering  and  unfettled  ibte. 
^  great  part  of  the  life  of  Erafmus  was 
•ne  continual  peregrination  ^  ill  liipplied 
with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  zmd  led  from 
city  to  city,  uad  from  kingdom  to  king- 
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dom,  by  the  hopes  of  patront  and  pt«« 
ferment,  hopes  which  always  flattered 
and  always  deceived  kim;  he  yet  found 
means  b^  unfhaken  conftancy^  and  a 
vigikmt  improvement  of  tho^  hours 
which,  in  tne  midft  of  the  moft  rdkldk 
afkivity,  will  remain  unengaged,  to  write 
more  than  another  in  the  lame  condition 
would  have  hoped  to  read.  Compelled 
by  want  to  attendance  and  (blicitation* 
and  Co  much  veried  in  common  life,  that 
he  has  tranfmitted  to  us  the  mbft  perfeft 
delineation  of  the  manners  of  his  age^ 
he  joined  to  his  knowle^lge  of  the  world, 
fuch  application  to  books,  that  he  will 
fbnd  ror  ever  in  the  fir&  rank  of  litenuy 
heroes.  How  this  proficiency  was  ob- 
tained he  fufficientiy  dilcovers,  by  in* 
forming  us,  that  the  Praife  ^FoUy^  one 
of  his  molt  celebrated  performances,  was 
compoled  bv  him  on  the  road  to  Italy i* 
iu  totum  Utmi  tempus  mt9  iquofitit  i^/i. 
dendum^  iUiteratisfabmit  Urtretur-^-idk 
the  hours  which  he  was  obliged  to  fpend 
on  horfeback  (hould  be  tattled  away 
without  regard  to  literature^ 

An  Italian  philolopher  exprefled  in  ^ 
his  motto,  that  time'was  bis  efiaU\  an 
eilate  indeed,  which  will  produce  nothing 
without  ailtivation,  but  will  always 
abundantly  repay  the  labours  of  induf- 
try,  and  fatisfy  themoftextenfive  defire«» 
if  no  part  of  it  be  fuffcrcd  to  lie  waft# 
by  negligence,  tobeover-nm  with  noxi- 
ous plants,  or  laid  out  for  ihcw  rather 
than  for  ufe. 


\ 
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CRATVM  XST,   q.UOD  FATIIA   CIVEM,    POPVLO(t,VS  DBDISTI^ 

SI   rACIS   Ml  rATSIA  SIT   IDONEVS,    UT1LI8    ACIS, 

VTILIS  XT  XELLORUM  PACI8  lEBUS  ACENDIS. 

PLUItlMUM  ENIM  INTEEERIT,    q^UIBUS  AHTlBUSy    XT  QJUXBUS  H¥MC  TV  ' 

MOKIBOS    INSTITUTAS. 

CBATXrui  T«t  gift!    a  MEMBER    TO  THE  STATE, 

ir  tou  that  member  vsepul  shall  create} 
trained  both  to  war,  akd  when  the  war  shall  cxassy 
as  rond,  as  fit  t*  improvr  the  arts  of  peace, 
ror  much  it  boots  which  way  you  train  your  loy, 
tus  mopepvl  object  of  yovr  future  joy. 

Elphimstok. 


TO   THE   kAMBLER. 

ffa> 

TH  O  UG  H  jrou  feem  to  have  taken 
a  view  fufficientiy  cxtcnilve  of  the 
flU^ics^f  life,  and  have  employed  much 


of  your  fpeculation  on  mournful  Tub? 
je^s,  you  have  not  yet  exhautted  the 
whole  (tock  of  human  infelicity.  There 
is  flill  a  fpecies  of  wrctchednefs  which 
elcapea  yourobilTvation,  though  it  might 
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At|)(>ty  yoU  wttk  ittfthy  &ge  remarks^and 
idutary  cautions. 

I  cannot  but  iniagihe  the  ibrt  of  at* 
lention  awakened  by 'this  welcome  hint  ( 
mnd  at  this  inftant  lee  theKamblerihufF- 
ing  hii  candie,  rubbing  his  i'pe^acles» 
llirring  his  6re»  iockine  out  interrup- 
tion, and  Settling  himiHf  in  his  eaiy- 
chair,  that  he  may  enjoy  a  new  calamity 
without  dilturbance*  For,  whether  it 
be  that  continued  iicluie£(  or  misfor- 
tune has  acquainted  you  only  with  the 
bitternefs  of  bein^;  or  that  you  imagine 
none  but  y^urfelt  able  to  difcover  what 
I  fupuoie  has  been  (ecn  snd  felt  by  all 
the  iiuu^tants  of  the  world;  wliether 
you  intend  your  writings  as  antidotal  to 
the  levity  and  merriment  with  which 
your  rivals  endeavour  to  attra^  the  fa- 
vour of  the  publick }  or  fancy  that  you 
have  fomc  particular  powers  of  dolomus 
iteciamatton,  and  'warhU  omtjoitr grooms 
%rith  uncomiDon  elegance  or  energy;  it 
Is  certain,  that  whatever  be  yo\ir  iubjcA, 
melancholy  for  the  moll  pait  burfts  in 
tipon  your  fpecuktion,  your  gaiety  is 
quicidy  oveicaft,  and  though  your  read- 
ers may  be  flattered  with  hopes  of  plea^* 
lantry,  they  are  feklom  dilhuired  but 
>pnth  heavy  hearts. 

That  I  may  tliercforc  gratify  you  with 
an  imitation  of  your  own  fyllables  of 
iadnefs,  I  will  inform  you  that  I  was 
condemned  by  fome  difaiilrous  influence 
to  be^an  only  ion,  bom  to  the  appaient 
profpeft  of  a  large  fortune,  and  allotted 
to  my  parents  at  that  time  of  life  when 
iatlety  of  common  diverfions  allows  the 
mind  to  indulge  parental  aiFe£lion  with 
greater  intenfi^nels.  My  birth  was  celc- 
bi-ated  by  the  tenants  with  feasts,  and 
tlances,  and  bagpipes;  congratulations 
were  fcnt  fi*on>  every  fiunily  witlun  ten 
miles  round;  and  my  parents  difcovcred 
in  my  firft  cries  fuch  tokens  of  fiiturc 
Virtue  and  underdanding,  that  they  de- 
clared themfdves  determined  to  devote 
the  rcmaiftin^  part  of  life  to  my  happi- 
nefs  and  the  mcitrafe  of  their  create . 

The  abilities  of  my  father  and  mother 
vrerc  not  perceptibly  unequal,  and  edu- 
cation had  given  neither  much  advantage 
ov«r  the  other.  They  had  bot;h  kept 
good  osnkpany,  rattled  in  chariots,  glit- 
tered ir\playhoiifc8,  and  danced  at  court, 
and  were  both  expert  in  the  games  that 
Wf  K  in  their  time  called  in  as  auxiliaries 
Bgainft  the  intnifioo  of  tho{i^ht. 

When  there  is  fuch  a  pai  ity  between 
two  perlbns  allbciastd  for  life,  the  de^ 


je^ion  which  die  Wl)an<!»  tf  he4>tflQf 
completely  itupid,  tank  always  fuffiar 
for  want  of  (uperiority,  finks  him  to 
fubmiillvenefs.  My  raamana  tbenefore 
govcmcsd  the  family  witbont  controuli 
and  except  that  my  fatber  fBU  retained 
fome  authority  in  the  flibleSf  and  now  and 
then,  after  afupemuniararybocticybrokc 
a  loBking.glals  or  china  <ti(h  to  prov* 
his  fuveieignty,  the  whole  couHie  o4^tbe 
year  was  i-egulated  by  herdirefUon,  th* 
fervants  received  fiom  her  all  their  or* 
ders,  and  the  tenants  were  continued  or 
dilmifled  at  her  difcretion. 

She  therefore  thought  herfelf  entitled 
to  the  fuperintendance  of  her  ibn^t  cd«* 
cation;  and  when  my  Ueduftt  at  the 
inRigation  of  the  par^,  fiaintly  pro* 
pofed  that  I  fliould  be  fcnt  to  fchool» 
very  pofitively  toU  hhn,  tlut  flie  woiUd 
not  fuflfer  (b  hne  a  child  to  be  mined  i 
that  (he  never  knew  any  boys  at  a  gram- 
mar-fchool  that  could  come  into  a  rooim 
without  bluflung,  or  fit  at  the  table  with* 
out  fome  awkward  ufleaiine£i;  that  they 
were  alwavs  putting  thesaftlves  inta 
danger  by  boifterous  plays,,  or  vitiating. 
their  behaviour  with  mean  company  { 
and  thit,  for  her  part,  flie  would  ratber 
follow  me  to  the  erave,  than  fee  me  tear 
my  clothes,  and  hang  down  my  headf 
and  fneak  about  wim  diity  fhoes  and 
blotted  fingers,  tny  hair  uapowdccady 
and  my  hat  uncocked*. 

My  father,  who  had  no  other  aid  in 
hb  propofal  thaa  to  appear  wi&  and 
manly,  ibo&acquiefced,  uace  I  was  not 
to  live  by  my  learning ;  for  indeed  he 
had  known  very  few  ihidents  that  had 
not  Ibrac  ftiffaefs  in  their  manner.  They 
tlierefore  agreed,  that  a  doraeftick  tuttfr 
fhould  be  procured,  and  hired  an  honed 
gentleman  of  mean  converfktion  and 
narrow  fentiments,  but  whom,  having 
paffed  the  common  forms  of  literary 
education,  they  implicitly  concKided 
qualified  to  teach  all  that  was  to  be 
learned  from  a  fcholar.  He  thought 
himfelf  fuHicitntly  exalted  by  being 
placed  at  the  (iune  table  with  his  pupiC 
and  had  no  other  view  than  to  perpetu- 
ate his  felicity  by  the  utmofl  flexibility 
of  fubmiifion  to  all  my  nM)ther*s  opi- 
nions and  caprices.  He fVeauently  took 
away  mv  book,  left  I  (hould  mope  with 
too  much  ap*)Ucation,  chai'ged  me  never 
to  write  without  turning  up  my  ruffles, 
and  generally  bruihed  my  coat  befbi^  he 
dilinilTed  me  into  the  parlour. 

He  bad  BO  occafion  ta  compfant  c^ 
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ftbttbunhoilbine  an  employment  I  for  my 
mother  venr  judicioufly  confidenedy  that 
I  was  ndt.  likely  to  ^r9w  politer  in  hit 
company^  and  fullered  me  not  to  pafs 
any  more  time  in  his  apartment  than  my 
lewm  required.  When  I  was  (bmmon- 
c^  to  my  ta(k»  flie  enjoined  me  not  to 
get  any  of  my  ttitor*s  ways,  who  was 
feklom  mentioned  before  me  but  for 
prafUces  to  be  avoided*  I  was  every  ^ 
moment  admoaiihcd  not  to  lean  on  my 
chair,  crofs  my  legs,  or  fwing  my  hands 
like  my  tutors  aM  once  my  mother  very 
fcrioufly  deliberated  ^pon  his  total 
cliiiniffioih  becaufe  1  beean,  ihe  faid,  to 
learn  his  manner  of  flicKing  on  my  hat, 
and  had  his  bend  in  my  (hoiilders,  and 
his  totter  in  my  gait. 

Such,  however,  was  her  care,  that  I 
efcaped  all  thefe  depravities,  and  when 
I  was  only  twelve  years  old,  had  rid 
myfdf  of  every  appearance  of  childifli 
diffidence.  I  was  celebrated  round  the 
Country  for  the  pettlance  of  my  remarks, 
and. the  quicknefs  pf  my  replies ^  and 
many  a  fcholar  five  years  older  than  my- 
felf  have  t  daihed  into  conftifion  by  the 
fteadinefs  of  my  countenance,  filenced 
by  my  readineis  of  repartee,  and  tor- 
tured with  envy  by  tne  addrefs  with 
which  I  picked  up  a  fan,  preiented  ^ 
fi)ufF-box,  or  received  an  emoty  tea-cup. 

At  fourteen  I  was  completely  fkiUed 
in  all  the  niceties  of  drefs,  and  I  could 
not  only  enumerate  all  the  variety  of 
iilks,.  and  diftingui(h  the  produ(5l  of  a 
French  loom,  but  dart  my  eyes  through 
a  numerous  company,  and  ubfei-vc  every 
deviation  from  the  reigning  mode.  I 
vras  univerfally  ikilful  in  aitt^  the  changes 
of ^xpenflve  finciyj  but  as  every  one, 
they  lav,  has  ibmcthinf  to  wtuchJie  is 
particularly  bom,  was  eminently  fuiow- 
mg  in  Bruflels  lace.  - 

The  next  yeariaw  roe  advanced  to  the 
tiiift  and  power  of  adjultine  the  ccrc- 
nK)mai  of  an  aiTembly.  All  received 
their  partners  from  my  hand,  and  to  me 
every  fti-anger  applied  for  inti-odufiion. 
My  heart  now  diidained  the  inft ru^ions 
of  a  .tutor,  who  was  rewarded  with  a 
fmall  annuity  for  life,  and  left  roe  qua- 
lified, in  my  own  opinion,  to  govern 
myiclf. 

In  a  ihort  time  I  came  to  London,  and 
as  my  fiither  vras  well  known  among 
the  higher  clalles  of  life,  ibon  obtained 
sdmiihon  to  the  moft  fpkndid  afTem- 
blies  and  moft  crowded  card-tables. 
Here  I  found  myf<lf  vntverially  iarcf* 


fed  and  apptaudeds  the  ladies  praifed  the 
faticy  of  mv  cloaths,  the  beauty  of  my 
form,  and  tlie  feftnefs  of  my  voice ;  en« 
deavoured  in  every  place  to  force  them* 
fdves  to  liiy  notice  3  and  invited  bya> 
thouiand  oblique  folicitations  my  at«- 
tendance  to  the  pbyhoule,  and  my  fain, 
tatiotts  in  the  park.  I  was  now  happy 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  my  conception ; 
I  oailixi  every  morning  in  drefs,  every 
afternoon  in  viiib,  and  every  nlgfat  in 
fbme  iele^lE  aflemblies,  where  neither 
care  nor  knowledge  were  fuffered  to  mo* 
left  us. 

After  a  fewjears,  however,  thefe  do- 
lights  became  familiar,  and  I  had  leifuiv 
to  look  round  me  with  more  attention. 
I  then  found  that  my  flatterers  had  very  • 
little  power  to  reticve  the  langour  of 
fatiety,  or  recreate  wearinds^  by  varied 
amUiement ;  and  therefore  endeavoured 
to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  my  pleafures, 
and  to  try  what  fatisfa^Uom  might  be 
found  m  the  focietyof  men.  I  will  not 
deny  the  mortification^  with  which  I  per* 
ceived,  that  every  roan  wfaofe  name  I 
had  heard  mentioned  with  refpefb,  vt^ 
ceived  me  with  a  kind  o€  tendemefk 
nearly  bordering,  on  compaffioni  and 
that  thofe  whofe  reputation  was  not  well 
eftabliflied,  thought  it  neceflar^  to  jufH- 
fy  their  underftandings,  by  treating  me 
with  contempt.  One  of  thefe  witlingt 
elevated  his  creft,  by  afking  me  in  a  full 
coflfee-houfe  the  price  of  patches ;  and 
another  whifpered  that  he  wondered  why 
Mifs  Friik  did  not  keep  me  that  after* 
noon  to  watch  her  fquirpel. 

When  I  found  myfelf  tfaut  himted 
from  all  mafculine  converiittion  by  thofo 
who  were  themfelves  barely  admitted,  I 
returned  to  the  ladies,  and  refblved  to  * 
dedicate  my  life  to  their  fervice  and 
pleafure.  But  I  find  that  I  have  now 
loft  my  charms.  Of  thofe  with  whom 
I  entered  the  gay  worM,  fbme  are  mar* 
ried,  fome  have  retired,  and  fbme  have 
fo  much  clianged  theiropinioQ,  that  they 
fcarct  ly  pay  any  regard  to  my  civilities^ 
if  there  is  any  other  man  in  the  place. 
The  new  flight  of  beauties  to  v^oro  I 
have  made  ray  addrefles,  fuflPer  me  to 
pay  the  treat,  and  then  titter  with  boys* 
So  that  I  now  find  myfelf  welcome  only 
to  a  few  srave  ladies,  who,  unacquaint* 
ed  with  all  that  gives  either  ufe  or  dig. 
nity  to  life,  are  content  to  pafs^heir 
hours  between  their  bed  and  thcufbuxls^ 
without  dleem  from  the  dd,  or  revovnce 
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I  cannot  but. think,  Mr-  Rambler> 
iSiat  I  have  rcafon  to  coraplahi  5  for  fure- 
ly  the  females  ought  to  pay  iomc  regard 
to  the  age  of  him  whofe  /oUth  waspaf- 
ftd  in  cndcavotirB  to  pleafe  thWi.  'They 
tha!Menctmra|e  folly  in  thci  boy,  have  ho 
fi^t  to  pumih  it  in  the  liiian.     Yet  I 


find^  that  though  they  laviih  their  Mft 
fondneisHipoh  pertnels  and  gaietyy  they 
foon  tjrahsFer  their  regard  toptl^^tjua- 
litics,  and'  ungratefully  abandon  thciir 
adorers'  to  dreap  out  their  laft  yeais  iw 
ftupldity  ^nd  coptempt*     I  ain»  &f . 


N'CX.*  SATURDAY.  APRIL  6,  lyst. 


AT  KOBUVITJE  DDMIKVM  Q.tT«« tNTIlVf  WHWW 

IVX  ITI»  ZST,    IT   CLARA  WIS,    IT  GIATIA  flMTLtT. 

SPEM  SI^VXMEK,    CKADZMVRq.UI  FI  DI,  .  F  KUIMUK<tt  I  ^UT#  Vf> 

>D  tiJJX  NON  tEKIUNT  FIJISINTIS  GAUDIA  VlT-«, 

%1IC  CUkmJNT  PAIITUE  CAFTA,    IT    CAPHNPA  VOiV »TA8. 

PftV»tKTiflW 

%-t  Tmo;  T.HI8  MAKXOr  I.Xrt  ONI  tOlD  OUT? 
WHOSE  LIGHT  ^.MD  PaACI  UH«**IMO  LlAP  THE  WAT# 
,1IY   HOPE  AND  FAITH  gECURX  OF  TVTVtit  BLISS, 
CLADLV  TH£  JO\»  OF  PlESEKT  LIFE  WE  MISS*, 
f  OR    bVfFLED'MOKTALS   STILL  ATTEMPT  IN  VaFN, 
»Rt?ENT  AND   FUTURE  BLlSt  AT  ONCE   TO  OAIM. 


TH  A  T  to  pleafe  the  Loi^d  and  Fa- 
ther or  the  univeri'c,  is  the  lupreme 
intercft  of  created  and  dependent  bcinrs, 
asjitiseaiiiy  proved,  has  been  univerliUly 
•onfeliedi  and  fmce  all  rational  agents 
anr  conlqioiis  of  having  ncglc^ed  or 
riobtcd  ithc  duiies  j>rdcribed  to  them, 
the  fear  of.  baring  rejected,  or  punifhed 
bx  Go*ii  I^as  tUways  bUixicned  the  hu- 
man *i»nd»  The  expiation  of  criiues, 
ami  4-cnovation  of  thcfoiicited  hopes  of 
diyinc  -l^^rj  •  therefore  conditutes  a 
large  part  of  cvpry  religion. 

•Tfe?.X^'»ous  tnetiKxis  of  pic^itlation 
afwl  atonement  which  fear  aiid  folly  have 
dilated,  or  artilice  and  intcielt  tolemt- 
ed  in  the  diflVi-ioit  parts  of  the  world,  ' 
however  .they  n*ay  ibmetimc*  reproach 
or  dcgr^je  jiijinanity^  at  Jcalt  ilicw  the 
general  content  of  all :  ages  and  nations 
in  their  opinion  of  the  placability  of  t!ie 
divine  nature*  That  God  will  forgive, 
may,  i^wleftji  bei  tftabliOurd  as  tlie  fdi 
and  fiindsunental  truth  of  religion  j  fjr 
though  tl;c  knowledge  of  his  exittence 
is  the  origin  of  pboofophy,  yet,  with- 
o  It  tlie  l>elief  of  his  mercy,  it  would 
hive  Urle  inHuence  upon  our  moral  con- 
duit. There  could  be  no  proipt^  of 
enjoying  the  protci^ion  or  regard  of  him, 
whom  the  le  Ul  deviation  from  rcftitude 
n^aile  incxoi-able  lor  everj  and  every  man 
would  naturally  withdraw  his  thoughts 
a^am  tU;  conVempUcion  of  a  tercater» 


F.  Lewis. 

whom  he  rauft  confidcr  as  a  govcmrr 
too  pure  to  be  pleated,  and  too  icvtret* 
be  pacified  j  as  an  enemy  infinitely  wife, 
and  infiniurly  powerful,  whom  he  could 
neither  deceive,  efcapc,  nor  i^fift. 

Wbei«  there  is  tio  nope,  there  ^an  bt 
no  entleavpur.  A  conttant  and  unfail- 
ing obttdiencc  is  above  the  reach  of  tcr- 
rcm-ial  diligence;  and  thei^efbre  the  pi*o- 
gi-els  of  lite  could  only  have  been  the 
natural  defcent  of  negligent  delpair  from 
crime  to  crime,  had  not  the  univerfa! 
periuaiion  of  forgiventfs  to  be  obtained 
by  proper  means  of  reconciliation,  rc- 
calitd  thofe  to  the  paths  of  virtue  whom  j 
thwir  paihcns  l.ad  foiicited  alrdc ;  and 
animated  to  new  attempts,  and  /trm^ 
perlcverance,  thofe  whom  difficulty  hail 
iifcouragcd,  oi-  religion  furpnfed. 

In  times  and  regions  io  disjoined 
from  each  other,  that  there  can  fcarcely 
be  iiuagimd  any  communication  of  fen- 
timents  either  by  commerce  or  tradition, 
has  prevailed  a  general  and  uniform  ex- 
pe^ation  of  propitiating  God  by  corpp- 
I  al  aufterities,  of  anticipating  his  ven- 
geance by  voluntar)-  infii6lions,  and  ap« 
peafingmsjufticebya  fpeedyand  cheer< 
ful  fubmifiion  to  a  lefs^  penalty  when  a 
greater  is  incurred. 

Incorporated  minds  will  always  feel 
fome  inclinstion  towards  exterior  a6^ft 
and  ritual  ^iobiervances.  IdeaiK  not  le* 
prefeatcd  by  ilnfible  MtSh  are  fleeting. 
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Variable,  and  ev{inc(<rcnt.  We  are  not 
jible  to  judge  of  the  degree  of  convic- 
tion which  operatetl  at  any  particular 
time  upon  our  own  thoughts,  out  as  it 
is  recorded  by.  fome  certain  and  definite 
efFc^l.  He  that  reviews  his  life  in  order 
to  determine  the  probability  of  his  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  if  he  could  once 
cflablif^  the  ncceflary  proportion,  between 
cnmes  and  fyfFeriiigs,  might  feairely 
reft  upon  his  performance  of  the  expia- 
tion ;  but  while  fafety  remains  the  re- 
ward only  of  mental  purity,  he  is  al- 
ways afi-aid  lert  he  mould  decide  too 
f<x)n  in  his  own  fevour,  left  he  fhould 
not  have  felt  the  pangs  of  true  contri- 
tion; left  he  (liould  miftake  fatiety  for 
(let(^ation,  or  imagine  that  his  paHions 
«-e  Aibdued  vvhen  they  are  only  fleejping. 

From  this  natural  and  reafonable  dif- 
fidence arofe,  in  humble  and  timorous 
pictY>  a  difpofition  to  confound  penance 
with  repentance,  to  repofe  on  human 
detcrmmations,  and  to  receive  from 
fome  judicial  fcntencc  the  ftated  and  re- 
gular aflignment  of  reconciliatory  pain. 
We  are  never  willing  to  be  without  re- 
fourcej  we  fctk  in  the  knowledge  of 
•thers  a  fuccour  for  ourownignoranccj 
and  are  ready  to  tnift  any  that  will  un- 
dertake to  dire5l  ns  when  we  have  con- 
fidence in  ourfelves.  • 

This  defire  to  afcertain  by  ibme  out- 
ward marks  the  ftate  of  the  foul,  and 
this  willingnefs  to  calm  the  confciencc 
by  ferae  fettled  method,  have  produced, 
»  they  are  divcrfified  in  their  efFei^s  by 
Various  tempers  and  principles,  moft  of 
tho  difbuifitions  and  rules,  the  doubts 
smd  folutions,  that  have  embarraiTed 
the  do^lrine  of  repentance,  and  perplex- 
ed tender  and  flexible  minds  with  in- 
numerable iciTjples  concerning  the  ne- 
fcflary  nseafurcs  of  fojTow,  and   ade- 

auate  degrees  of  felf-abhorrej^e ;  and 
lefe  rules  corrupted  by  fraud,  or^  de- 
bafed  by  credulity,  have,  by  the  com-i 
mon  refiliency  of  the  mind  from  one 
extreme  tp  another,  incited  others  to  an 
•pen  contempt  of  all  ftibfidiary  oixli-: 
nances,  all  prudential  caution,  and  the 
whole  diicipline  of  regulated  piety. 

Repentance,  hdweva*  difficult  to  be. 
phiflifed,  is,,  jifit  be  explained  without 
iupefftition,  /cafijy  undcrftowL  RepenU 
fince  is  the  reUnqidJbment  of  any  prac- 
tice^ from  the  con*ut^i9a  that  it  has  of- 
fended  God,.  Sorrow,  and  fear,  and 
•nxiety,  are  propcily  not  parts,  but  ad-  . 
j^in^  of  repentance  j  yet  they  j^-e  tgg 


clofely  coitne6led  with  it,  to  be  tsSAj 
feparatcdj  for  they  not  only  mark  it's 
Sincerity,  but  promote  it's  efHcacy- 

No  man  commits  any  a6l  of  negli* 
gence  or  obftinacy,  by  which  his  fiiSty 

.  or  happinefs  in  this  world  is  endanger-* 
ed,  without  feeling  the  pungency  of  re- 
morfe.  He  who  is  fully  convinced  that 
he  fufters  by  his  own  failure,  can  never 

*  forbear  to  trace  back  his  mifcarriage  to 
it*s  firft  caafe,  to  image  to  himfclf  a 
contnuy  behaviour,  and  to  form  invo- 
luntary refolutions  againft  the  like  ^It> 
even  when  he  knows  that  be  (hall  nev^ 
again  have  the  power  of  committing  it» 
Danger  confideredas  imminent,  natunj- 
ly  produces  fuch  trepidations  of  impa- 
tience as  leave  al)  human  means  of  flUe** 
ty  behind  them :  he  that  has  once  caugh^ 
an  alarm  of  terror,  is  every  hioroe&t 
feized  with  ufelefs  anxieties ;  adding  one 
fecurity  to  another,  trembling  v^ith  fud- 
den  doubts,  and  diftra£led  by  the  perpe^ 
tual  occurrence  of  new  expedients.  IfJ 
therefore,  he  whofe  crimes  have  dc-, 
prived  him  of  the  fovoxir  of  God,  can 
refleflupOn  his  conduct  vtrithout  difturb- 
ance,  or  can  at  will  baniih  the  reflec- 
tion j  if  he  who  conHders  himfelf  as  lii^ 

-  fboided  over  the  abyft  lof  eternal  per- 
dition only  by  the  thread  of  life,  wqicI|  \ 
muft  foon  part  by  it's  own  weakncfs;  \ 
and  which  tne  vmig  of  every  minute  may    ' 
divide,  can  caft  his  eves  around  him  with* 
out  fhuddering  with  horror,  or  pantinz 
with  fecurity  5   Mrhat  can  he  judge  3t 
himfelf  but  that  he  is  not  yet  awakmdl 
to  fufHcient  convi^ion,  iince  every  io^t 
is  nK>re  lamented  than  the  lofii  of  the 
Divine  favour,  and  every  dai^er  xnor^ 
dreaded  than  the  danger  of  fmai  con* 
demnation  ? 

Retirement  fixnn  the  cares  and  plea* 
fures  of  the  world  has  been  often  recom* 
rasndcd  as  ufetul  to  repentance.  Tliis 
at  leaft  is  evident,  that  every  one  retires^ 
whenever  ratiocination  and  recolle^iou 
are  i-equired.  on  other  occa^ns  x  and 
furelv  the  retix>fbe£l  of  life,  the  difcn- 
tangiement  of  actions  complicated  with 
innumerable  circumftantes,  and  diffu^ 
in  varioiis  relations,  the  difbovery  of  the 
primary  movements  of  the  hearty  and  the 
extirpation  of  kifts  and  appetites  decf^y 
rooted  and  widely  fprend,  nuiy  be  aliovv^ 
ed  to  demand  (bme  feceilion  from  fport 
and  noife,  and  bufintfs  and  folly.  Some 
lufpenfion  of  comnion  affairs,  ibmepau(# 
of  temporal  piin  and  pleafure,  is  doubt* 
)efs  XLtQtSSaif  to  him  that  deliberates  ht 
I  i  a  «teniity 
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eternityy  wKo  it  fbnning  the  911I7  plan 
In  whidi  mifcarriage  cannot  he  repaired, 
ind  examining  the  only  oueftion  in  which 
nuftake  cannot  be  reaincd. 
'  Aufteritiet  and  mortifications  are 
means  hj  which  the  mind  is  invigorated 
iind  roufed,  by  which  the  attractions  of 
j^eafnre  are  interrupted,  and  the  chains 
<jf  fehfuality  are  broken.  It  is  obferv- 
cd  by  one  of  the  fathers,  that  Br 
kvbo  re/fraifijf  bimfiffin  the  t^e  of  things 
lawfiii,  nvill  never  encroach  upon 
things  forhiJdenr  Abftinence,  if  no- 
thing more,  is  at  leaft  a  cautious  rcr 
treat  from  the  utmoft  verge  of  pcrmii- 
iion,  and  confers  that  ieoiritv  which 
cannot  be  reafonably  hoped  by  him  that 
dares  always  to  hover  over  the  precipice 
of  deftni^ioQ;  or  delights  to  approach 
the  pkafures  which  he  knows  it  ratal  to 
partake.  Aufterity  is  the  proper  anti- 
,  dote  to  indulgence;  the  difeafes  of  mind 
as  well  as  bodv  arc  cured  by  contraries, 
and  to  contraries  we  (hould  readily  have 
recourfc,  if  we  dreaded  guilt  as  we 
dread  pain. 

The  completioi)  and  fupi  of  rejxfn- 
tance  is  a  chimge  of  life.    That  (brrow 


whichdijbt^  no  eiutioa,  that  fear  which 
does  not  quicken  our  efcape,  that  aufte- 
rity which  fails  to  refttfy  our  afllcaions, 
are  vain  and  unavailing.  But  (brrow  and 
terror  muft  naturally  precede  reforma- 
tion; for  what  other  canfe  can  produce 
it?  He,  there&re,  that  feds  himrelf 
alarmed  by  his  oonA:ience,  anxious  fat 
the  attainment  of  a  better  ftate,  and  afr 
Aisled  by  the  memory  of  his  paft  ^ultt, 
may  juftly  conclude,  that  the  gmit  work 
of  repentance  is  begun,  and  tope  by  rer 
tirement  and  prayer,  the  natural  arid  re- 
ligious  means  offtreogthrning  hit  con. 
virion,  to  imprefs  upon  his  mind  fuch 
a  fenfp  of  the  Divine  prefence,  as  may 
overpower  the  blandilhments  of  iccular 
delights,  and  enable  him  to  advanct 
from  one  degree  of  holinefa  to  another^ 
till  death  (hail  fet  him  free  finom  doubt 
and  conteft,  milery  and  temptation. 

What  better  can  ^e  do  than  proftrate  ftJil 
Before  hin|  reverent)  and  there  confefs 
Hiimbly  our  fiults,  ^fid  pardon  beg  with  tears 
Watering  the  ground,  andwithourfighstheair 
Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,infi^ 
Of  forrow  unfeigned,  and  hiMniUation  meek  f 
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/TT  hat  been  obfer\xd,  by  long  expe- 
/  A  ricnce,  that  late  fprinet  produce  the 
.  gitateft  plenty.  The  delay  of  bloom$ 
and  fragi^fife,  of  verdure  and  breezes, 
is  for  the  moft  part  liberally  reeompenfr 
cd  by  the  exuberance  ai|d  fecundity  of 
the  enfuine  feafons;  the  bloflbm^  whjch 
lie  conceated  till  the  year  is  advanc^, 
and  the  fun  is  high,  efcape  thofc  chilling 
blaftt,  and  nofhimal  frofts,  which  are 
often  fatal  to  early  luxuriance,  prey  up- 
on the  fir*  fmiles  of  vernal  beauty, 
deftroy  the  feeble  principles  of  vegetable 
life,  intercept  the  fruit  in  the  gem,  and 
beat  down  the  flowers  unopened  to  the 

I^am  afraid*  there  is  little  hope  of  per- 
fuading  tl>c  young  and  fprightly  part  of 
my  Yvadersi  upon  whom  tlie  fpring  na- 
tucally  fwct*  "»y  attention,  to  learn 
from  the  great  procefs  of  nature,  the  dif- 
ference between  ditigence  and  hvrry,  be- 
tween fpctd  and  precipitation;  to  profe- 
Ci^th^deiig^s  w|th  calmncfii  to  watch 


the  concurrence  of  opportunity,  and  en- 
deayoijr  to  find  the  lucky  monient  which 
thty  cannot  make.  Youth  is  the  time 
of  enterprizc  and  hoppj  having  yet  no 
occafion  of  comparing  our  wee  with 
any  oppoAng  power,  we  naturally  £onn 
prefumptions  in  our  own  favour,  and 
imagine  that  obfti-uftion  and  imp^i, 
ment  will  give  way  befoiv  us.  The  firil 
repulf^s  rather  inflame  vehemence  than 
teach  prudence;  a  brave  and  generous 
mind  is  long  before  it  fiifpefts  it's  own 
wcaknefs,  Oi*  fubmits  to  (ap  the  difficul- 
ties which  it  expef^edto  fubdue  byftorm. 
Before  difappointments  have  enforced 
the  dilates  of  philofophy,  we  btlieve 
it  in  our  power-to  (horten  the  interva) 
between  the  firft  caufe  and  the  laft  eflFeaj 
we  laugli  at  the  timorous  delays  of  plod- 
ding induftry,  and  fancy  that,  ^y  in^ 
creafing  the  fire,  we  can  at  pltaftire  ac-^ 
celerate  the  projcAion.  , 

At  our  entrance  into  the  worid,  when  - 
health  and  vig^tJiliMf  ^»  Uhr  p|on|ifc* 
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of  time.  ftiAeSfSit  for  the  regular  mi^tu* 
ntkm  of  our  khemesy  and  a  long^^ojoy* 
ment  of  our  acquifitionsy  wearepa{^ 
to  feize  the  prewot  moment  {  we  pluc); 
■  every  gntihcation  within  our  iieachy 
I  wttmtt  fiifoii^  it  to  ripen  into  per- 
V  Mktoaf  and  crofwd  all  die  ▼arieties  of 
delight  into  a  narrow  compafs;  but  age 
feldom  fidls  to  diai^  our  condufl|  we 
grow  neglimt  of,  time  in  proportion  as 
we  hate  leu  renudninff }  and  luffer  the 
laft  part  of  life  to  fteaimxnnt  in  languid 
preparations  for  future  undertakings,  or 
flow  approaches  to  remote  advantages, 
in  weak  hopes  of  fome  fortuitous  occur- 
fence,  or  drowfy  equilibrations  of  un- 
<leicrmined  counfel.  Whether  it  be 
that  the  aged,  haying  tafted  the  pleafures 
of  man^s  condition,  and  found  them'de- 
hifive,  become  lefs  anxious  for  their  at- 
tainment i  or  that  freouent  mifcarriages 
have  deprefled  them  todefpair,  and  frozdi 
them  to  inactivity;  or  that  death  (hocks 
them  more  as  it  advances  upon  them, 
X  and  they  are  afraid  to  remind  themielves 
of  their  decay,  or  to  difcover  to  tKeir 
own  hearts,  that  the  time  of  trifling  is 
paft. 

A  perpetual  confli6l  with  natural  de- 
sires teems  to  be  the  lot  of  our  prefent 
fiate.     In  youth  we  require  fomethbg 
rof  the  tardinefs  and  frigidity  of  age; 
'    and  in  age  we  muil  labour  to  recall  the 
firs  and  impetuoiity  of  youth;  in  youth 
r«re  muft  learn  to  expea,  and  in  age  to 
jtnjoy. 

The  torment  of  expeftation  is,  indeed, 
not  ea£ly  to  be  borne  at  a  time  when  every 
idea  of  gratification  fires  the  blood,  and 
fialhes  on  the  fancy;  when  the  heart  is 
vacant  to  every  frem  form  of  delight, 
nnd  has  no  rival  engagements  to  with- 
draw it  from  the  importunities  of  a  new 
dcfire.  Yet  fince  the  fear  of  mifiing 
what  we  feek  muft  always  be  propor- 
tionable to  the  happinefs  expected  from 
poflcning  it,  the  paflions,  even  in  this 
tempefhious  fhte»  might  be  Ibmewhat 
moderated  by  frequent  inculcation  of 
the  inifchief  of  temeiity,  and  the  ha- 
lard  of  lofing  that  which  we  endeavour 
to  feize  before  our  time. 

He  that  too  early  afpiret  to  honourSf 
fBuit  refolve  to  encounter  not  only  the 
)»ppofition  of  intereft,  but  the  malignity 
of  envy.  He  that  is  too  es^r  to  b^ 
rich,  generally  endangers  his^  fortune  in 
wild  adventures,  and  uncertain  prGJe6U{ 
and  he  thit  hatcns  too  fpeedily  to  repu* 
tatioQy  often  raifet  hit  chara^  by  aft|« 
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fices  and  fallaciet,  decks  hlmlclfia  e»* 
lours  which  quiclUy  fiule,  or  in  pfanacs 
which  accident  may  fliake  oflTf  or  con* 
petition  pluck  away. 

The  danger  of^carly  cmHieiice  hm 
been  extended  by  (bme,  even  to  the  fifibt  , 
of  nature;  and  anoplidon  has  been  ki^. 
conceived,  that  quicknels  of  inventida^ 
accuracy  of  judgment,  or  extent  of  knosr- 
ledge,  appearing  before  the  ufiial  tint^ 
prdage  a  ibort  life.  Even  thofe  w]|» 
tfre  le(^  inclined  to  form  general  coachi- 
fions,  from  inftances  which  by  their  owv 
nature  muft  be  raj%,  have  yet  be^  iaclia- 
ed  to  prognofticate  no  fmtable  propeft 
from  the  firft  fallies  of  rapid  wits  |  hat 
have  obfervedj  that  after  a  ihort  eAtt 
they  either  loiter  or  faint,  and  fuftr 
themfdves  to  be  furpafled  by  the  even 
and  regular  perfeverance  of  uower  mi» 
derftandings. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  appbnlip 
abates  diligence.  Whofoever  fincU  hiow 
felf  to  have  performed  more  than  wmi 
demanded,  will  be  contented  to  (pact 
the  labour  of  unneceflary  performance^ 
and  (it  down  to  enjoy  at  eafe  his  (uper* 
fluities  of  honour.  He  whom  ilicoe^ 
has  made  cbnfidenfofhis  abilities,  quick* 
ly  claims  the  privilege  of  negligence* 
and  looks  contemptuoufly  on  the  grm« 
dual  advances  of  a  rival,  whom  he 
imagines  himfelf  able  to  leave  behin<I 
whatever  (he  (hall  again  fummon  hie 
force  to  the  Conteft.  But  long  inter- 
vals of  pleafure  diflipate  attention,  and 
-^weaken  conftancy;  nor  is  iteafyforhta 
that  has  funk  from  diligence  into  (lothp 
to  rouie  out  of  his  lethargy,  to  recoOeft 
bis  notions,  rekindle  his  curio>(itr,  ami 
ennge  with  his  former  aidour  in  the 
toils  of  ftudy. 

Even  that  friend(hip  which  intendt 
the  rewaiYl  of  genius^  too  oftra  tends  t» 
obttruft  it.  The  pkafurc  of  being  cv 
refled,  diftinffui(bcd,  and  admind>  ea- 
fily  feduoes  the  ftudent  finomlitenkry  lb» 
litude.  He  is  ready  to  foBow  the  cal' 
which  fummons  him  to  hear  his  owm 
praife,  and  which,  perhaps,  at  once  tUu 
ters  his  appetite  with  certainty  of  pka^' 
furcs,  and  his  ambition  with  hopes  of 
patronage;  pleafittcs  which  he  conceives 
inexhauftible,  and  hopes  which  he  hae 
notvet  learned  to  difmift. 

Thefe  evils,  indeed,  ace  by  no  meane 
to  be  imputed  to  nntiiie,  or  confidcred 
as'infeparable  from  an  early  difpby  of 
uncommonabilities.  They  m^  bc^cer* 
UbAy  efcaped  by  pmdmoc  ud  ctibhi* 

tioHi 


^DD,  and  mxxft  therefore  be  recounted 
fitfaer  z$  conibUtions  to  thofe  who  are 
hfk  Hberally  endowed^  than  as  difcou- 
fagements  to  fuch'  as  are  bom  with  un- 
CDimnon  quaUties.  Beauty  is  well 
known  to  araw  after  it  the  pcriccutions 
•f  impertinence,  to  incite  the  artifices  of 
'•nry,  and  to  raife  the  flames  of  unlawful 
lore;  yet  among  the  ladies  whom  pru- 
'tfence  or  modcfty  have  made  moft  emi- 
•fient,  who  has  ever  complained  of  the 
Jbconvenicncies  of  an  amiable  form  ?  or 
•  wmild  have  purchaftd  fafety  by  the  loft 
-  of  charms? 

Neither  grace  of  peffon,  nor  vigour 

«f  tinderftandingy    are  to  be   regarded 

'«therwiie  than  as  blcfTmgSy  as  means 

•f  happinefs  indulged  by  the  Supreme 

Befieta6\ori  but  the  advantages  of  either 

may  be  loft  by  too  much  eagernefs  to 

ttbtain  them.     A  thoufand  beauties  in 

/'-their  firft  blofTom,  by  an  imprudent  ex- 

'    ^pofure  to  the  open  world,  have  fuddenly 

withered  at  the  blaft  of  infamy  j  and 

*ine»  who  might  have  fubjeftcd  new  re- 

ffioaa  to  the  empire  of  learning,  have 
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been  lui^  by  the  pralfc  of  their  £xtt 
produ6Uons  from  academical  i%tirement» 
and  wafted  their  days  in  vice  and  dep^- 
ence.  The  virgin  who  too  foon  af- 
.  piics  to  celebrity  and  conqueft,  jie- 
rilhes  by  cluIdiiU  vanity,  ignorant <cjre* 
duUty,  or  guiltlefs  indifcretion.  Tbt 
genius  who  catches  at  laurels  and  pre- 
ferment before  his  time,  mocks  the 
hopes  that  he  had  excited^  and  lofes 
thole  years  which  might  have  been  moft 
TrlefuUy  employed,  the  years  of  youths 
of  fpint,  and  vivacity. 

It  is  one  of  the  mnuroerable  abfur- 
dities  of  piide,  that  we  are  never  more 
impatient  of  dire£lion,  than  in  that  part 
of  life  when  we  need  it  moft$  we  are 
in  haile  to  meet  enemies  whom  we  have 
not  ftrengrth  to  overcome,  and  to  under- 
take talks  which  we  cannot  perfoiin  r 
and  as  he  that  once  miicarries  does  not 
eafily  perfuade  mankind  to  favour  an- 
other attempt,  an  ineffe^lual  ftniggle  for 
fame  is  often  followed  by  perpetiial  ob« 
fcurity» 
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Ovr»« 

&r  STRIKCTH  PEtNlClOVS  TO  MTSZLP  I  lOASTJ 
TMB  POW*itS  X  MAVB  WKRE  GIV^M  MS  TO  MT  COST* 


^E  ore   taught  bv  Celftis,  that 


mT/^  ^*  taught  bv  C'el 
*•  W  health  is  beft  pre(er%'ed  by  a  Void  - 
Jug  iettkd  habits  of  life,  and  deviating 
fbmetimes  into  (light  aberrations  from 
lh«  laws*  of  medicme;  by  varyinc^  ihc  ' 
iprofortiotis^f  food  and  exercife,  mter* 
ntptiftg  the  iucceiTions  of  reft  and  la- 
bour, and  mingling  hardfliips  wi^h  in- 
dvlgenee.  The  body  long  accuft-omed 
to  ftated  quantities  and  uniform  pericdsj 
Hdilbixfci^  by  the  fma  Heft  irrep^rjlarifr; 
ami  fHice  we  cannot  adjuft  crery  day  by 
the  balance  orbnromc^r,  it  is^t  fbme- 
times  to  depart  from  rigid  accuracy,  vhst 
*WB  fn«r  bt  able  to  comply  v^Uh  rtt^rfJ 
fury  atfairs,  or  ftrong  inclinRtions.  He 
that  too  lone  obfenres  nkcptinf^ualHics,' 
cordemns  faihtiBf  to  vohiintary  imbeci- 
lity, «Dd  will  not  kwg  rfcapc  the  mile- 
rk»  of  (lifi^afe.  * 

.   The  iame  k$&iv  of  re^eo  i  s  equally 
ttutflaryt  to  iotdkApal  braUb^  aftii  to/ 
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a  perpetual  fufceptibility  of  occsfional 
pleafure.  Long  confinement  to  the  fame 
company  %vbich  perhaps  fimilitude  of 
tnftc  brought  firft  together,  quickly  con- 
trn5)s  his  faculties,  and  makes  a  thou- 
fand thinfijs  offenfive  that  are  in  thcm- 
felves indifferent;  a  man  accuftomed  to 
hear  only  the  echo  of  his  own  Sentiments, 
foon  bars  all  the  common  avenues  of  de- 
liglu,  and  hns  no  part  in  the  general 
gratifications  of  mankind. 

In  things  which  are' not  immediately 
f»»bjeiEl  to  religious  or  moral  confidera^ 
tion,  it  is  dangerous  to  be  too  long  or 
too  Hgidly'in  the  right.  Senfibility 
may,"  by  an  inceflant  attention  to  ele* 
gcncc  and  proprietv,  be  quickened  to  9 
fencfcrnefs  incoiififtent  with  the  condi- 
tton  of  humanity,  irritable  by  the  fmalU 
eft  af^eilty,  and  vuTncrable  oy  the  gen- 
fiefttntfcrf.  .  He  thati^lcafls  himlelf  too 
nt«lch  Vith  minute  cxa^taefsi  and  fub- 
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Mlt  to  endure  fiothiog  in  accommoda- 
tions, attendance,  or  addrefs,  below  the  . 
point  of  perfefliony  wiU,  yfjaamvcr  he 
€nter»  the  crowd  of  lifey  beijairaiTedwlth 
innumtrabk  diftreiTes*  from  which  thoie 
who  have  not  in  the  fame  manner  in- 
crcaii«i  their,  fcnfatiop*  find  no  difturb- 
ance.    His  exotick  foftnefe  will  ftirink  . 
at  the  coarfenefs  of  vulgar  t^licity,  like  . 
/^  plant  trani'planted  to  northeni  nurfe- 
/  ties,  from  the  dews  aiki  fun-ihuie  of  the 
(   tropical  regions. 

There  will  always  be  4  wide  interval 
Wtwecn  practical  and  ideal  excellence  ^ 
and,  therefore,  if  we  allow  not  ourlclves 
to  be  iatisfied  while  we  can  perceive  any 
•rror  or  defei^,  we  muft  reter  our  hopes 
of  cafe  to  fome  other  period  of  exiftence- 
>ilt  is  wkU  known  tliat,  exuoicd  to  a  mi- 
/  ^crofcopc,  the  fmaodicflt  polifti  of  the  nx>ft 
f     Iblid  bodies  diilovers  cavities  and  pro- 
y  minences  5  and  that  the  fofteft  bloom  of 
[    roieate  virginity  vc^U  the  eye  with  cx- 
y    «rel'cences  a«d  dii'coioi*ations.   The  per- 
ceptions as  well  as  the  lenlcs  may  be  im- 
proved to  our  own  dilc^ijiet,  and  we  may, 
by  diligent  cultivation  of  the  powers  of 
diHike,  raife  in  time,  an  artilicial  faftidi- 
oufneis,  which  ihall  iiU.fhe  imagination 
jfvith  phantoms  of  tiirp^^ide,  fhew  us  the 
d^n^iitn  Ikeleton  ofevei^  delight,  and  pre- 
(   fcntus  only  with  the  pains. of  pleaiurc, 
and  the  deformities  of  beauty. 

Feeviihnefs,  indeed^  vy-ould  perhaps 
yery  little  difturb  the  peace  of  mankind, 
were  it  always  the  coniiquence  of  JUpcr- 
fluous  delicacy^  for  it  is  the  privilege 
•niy  of  deep  reflect  ion,  or  hveiy  fancy^ 
to  deiboY  happiiiefs  by  art  and  n^ae- 
ment.  But  by  contiiiuai  indulgence  of 
a  particular  humour,  or  by  long  en^py- 
menl  of  undifputed  fupriority,  the  dull 
and  tboujghtlefs  may  likcyvife  acquire  the 
pow«*  of  tormenting  thcmfclves  and 
others,  and  become  lufficiently  ridicu- 
lous or  hateful  to  thofe  who  are  within 
^ght  of  tlieiTv  condtt^l)  or  reach  of  their 
innuence« 

Tliey  that  have  grown  old  in  a  fmglc 
ftate  are  generally  found  to  be  morofe, 
fretful,  and^ptioos;  tenacious  of  their 
own  pradices  and  maxims;  foon  offend- 
ed by  coiltxarfi^lion  or  negligence ;  and 
impatient*  of  any  affociation,  but  with 
thofe  that  will  vvatch  their  nod,  and  fub- 
fnit  theralelves  to  imlimited  authority. 
Such  is  the  cffeft  of  having  lived  with- 
out the  neceflity  of  confufdng  an>  »m^ 
ciinauon  but  their  ovm. 


'  Tiiein^cibililyof  thUela6.fift7raiitfe 
is.  genefl^y  exerted  upon  petty  provoca- 
tions^ fuch  as'  9ft  inciaent  to  orarftaad* 
ii^s  not  far  extended  beyond^.tlK  kw 
ilm^s  of  animal  hki  but,  uxdutppifyf  km 
t^stt  Axes  his  attention  on  thinigsalwajrt 
before  hira^  will  never  hare  \oi\g^eta^ 
tipns  of  anger.    There  are  many  vete-  • 
ran;^  of  luxury,  upon  whom  cirtiy  nooai 
bfings.a  paraxyfm  of  valence*  fbry^ 
and.execration}  they  nev«r  fit  down  in ' 
their  dinner  without  finding  the  meat ' 
lb  in judidooAy  bought,  or  {6  unikilfuU^ 
dr;:ired,  fuch  blunders  sn  tlie  (eaibnii^ 
or  fuch  improprieties  in  thcifance,  j» 
can  fcai'cely  be  expiated  without  blood| 
and*  in  the  traniports  of  refentmevt*  ' 
m^e   very    little   diftin^ioiis  between 
gullt^  and  innocence,  but  let  iiy  thetr  me- 
naces,  or   growl  out  their  xiifcontent^  ^ 
upon  all  whom  fortune  expofes  to  th9 
Itorm. 

It  is  noteafy  to  imagine  a.inore  tin- 
happ}  condition  than  that  of  dependence 
on  a  peeviih  man.  In  every  other  ftato 
of  inferiority  the  certainty  of  pleafing  is 
perpetually  incireafed  by  a  fuUer  know- 
.  ledge  of  our  duty  )  and  l^ondnefs  and 
confidence  are  ftrengthened-by  every  netir 
a6l  of  trull,  and  prqpf  of  fidelity*  Btt$ 
peeviflmefs  facrinces  to  a  mon^entanf 
offence  the  obfequioufnefs  or  uieftilneig 
of  half  a  life,  and  as  moi^  is  pcnformed^ 
>ncreafes  her  exa6lions4 

ChryiaJiis  gained  a  fortune  by  trade» 
and  netii'ed  into  the  country^  and,  hav- 
ing a  brother  burthened  by  the  numbep 
ot  his  chiUien,  adopted  one  of  his  fona* 
The  boy  wa^  difmilied  with- many  pru- 
dent admonitions;  informed  of  his  £u 
thei'^^nability  to  maiintain  him  in  his 
native  rank}  cautioned  againft  all  oppo-% 
fition  to  the  opinions  or  precqytt  of  hit 
uncle}  and  animated  to  pofeverance  by 
the  hopes  of  fupporting  the  honour  of 
the  family,  and  overtopping  his  elder 
brother.  He  had  a  natural  du^ility  df 
mind,  without  much  warmth  of  affe^uon^ 
dr  elevation  of  ientiment;  and  therefore 
readily  complied  with  every  variety  of 
caprice  j  patiently  endured  contradi^* 
ry  reproofs  5  heard  fiailfeaccufations  with? 
out  pain,  and  opprobrious  reproftdiei 
without  reply;  laughed  obftreperoufly  at 
the  ninetieth  repetition  of  a  joke ;  aikeif 
queftions  about  the  univerfal  decay  of 
trade;  admired  the  ftrcngth  of  thofe  heads 
by  which  the  price  of  ttocks  is  changed 
and  adjuftifid;    %x4  behaved  vrith^ch 
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I  jftantht  wUl  vnu  iitadle»  tiikl  jvLvta* 
Cttlutwisdkcfand  heir.  Bin  vMhaopi* 
Jhp^aiiioiitfaafkrwirdt»redringatt  night 
tern  IMS  iBKk*t  chamber,   be  left  tb^ 


or  open  behind  him  t  the  old  man  tore 
kit  «aJl»  and  beti^  then  percebtibly  de<> 
diaia^t  for  want  of  time  to  deliberate^ 
left  hta  mooej  to  a  trading  compaity^ 

When  iefloale  minds  are  imbittered 
by  age  or  folitttdet  their  malignit  v  is  ge- 
m&aSj  exerted  in  a  rigorous  and  fpite- 
Ikil  fuperintendence  of  domeftidc  tnflesi 
Eripbale  has  employed  her  eloquence  for 
twenty  years  upon  the  degeneracy  of 
lenrants,  the  naftinefs  of  her  hotife,  the 
fuin  of  her  fumirure»  the  difficiilty  ^ 
pDe{erring  tapeftry  firom  the  moths,  and 
tb«  MudEflhefs  of  the  Huts  whom  fhe* 
tnipleyi  in  brulhing  it.  It  is  her  bufl. 
ntUjevcry  morning  to  vifit  all  her  rooms, 
in  hopes  qf  finding  a  chair  without  it*s 
corer,  a  window  ihut  or  open  contrary 
to  her  orders,  a  fpot  on  the  hearth,  or  a 
leather  on  the  floor,  that  the  rel^  of  the 
day  may  be  juitifiablvipent  in  ta\mts  of 
contempt^  and  vociKrations  of  anger. 
She  lives  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
prdenre  the  deatnefs  of  a  houie  and  gar- 
densy  and  feels  neither  inclination  to 
pfealure,  nor  afpiration  afrer  virtue, 
whilt  ihe  is  engrofied  by  the  great  em- 
plovment  of  Jceepin^  gravel  from  grafsi 
and  wainfcot  from  duft.  Of  three  ami- 
able nieces  flie  has  declared  herlelf  an 
Irrcooncileable  enemy  to  one,  becaufe 
llie  btoke  off  a  tulip  with  her  hoop;  to 
another,  becaufe  (be  fpilt  her  cotfrr  on  a 
Turkey  carpet;  and  to  the  third,  betaiiie 
Ae  let  a  wet  dog  run  into  the  parlour. 
She  has  broken  oiF  her  idtercourft  of 
Yifits,  becaufe  company  makes  a  hotiie 
dirty  I    and  relieves   to  confiQe  herlelf 


more  to  her  own  affkin ,  ^  to  lite  nd 
lottRr  in  mirt  by  fbolifli  lenity. 

PeerUhneft  it  gentrally  the  vice  of 
liiiTo#  mindsi  and,  except  when  it  is 
the  effeft  <jf  an^uifh  and  difeafe,  by 
which  the  refoh^tion  is  broken,  and  the 
mind  niade  too  fcebk  to  bear  the  lighted 
addition  to  it*s  miferies^  fAroceeds  from ' 
an  unreafonabk^  perfuafioo  of  the  im- 
portance of  trifles.  The  proper  remedy 
aipunft  it  is,  to  confider  the  dignity  ci 
human  nature,  and  the  folly  of  I'ufler- 
ing  pertuH>ation  and  Uneafineft  frotiA 
caufcs  unworthy  of  our  notices 

Hs  that  refigns  hisi  peace  to  Ktfle  ca- 
fualties,  aiut  fuflers  tlie  coorie  of  his  Wft 
to  be  interrupted  by  fortuitous  inadver- ' 
tencies  or  offences,  delivers  up  himlcif  *. 
to  the  direction  of  the  windj  and  lofct  J 
all  that  conftancy  and  equanimity  which 
confiitute  the  chief  praile  of  a  wife 
man. 

The  protince  of  prudence  lies  between 
the  greateft  things  and  the  Icaft  j  feme 
furt>ars  our  power  by  their  magnitude^ 
and  fome  efcape  our  notice  by  their  niun- 
ber  and  their  frequency.  But  the  ina 
difpenhble  boiinefs  ot  life  will  afford  ' 
fumcient  excrcife to  every underftanding^ 
and  fuch  is  the  limiuition  of  the  hUmaa 
powers,  that  by  attention  to  trifles  we 
mufl  let  things  of  importance  pafs  un- 
obfervfdt  when  we  examine  a  mite  with^ 

lais,  we  lee  nothing  but  a  mite.         ^ 

rhat  it  if  every  man*s  intenrft  to  be 

Ekaicd,  wiU  need  little  proof:  that  it  is 
is  imereft  td  jdeafe  others,  «xpcrien(fe 
will  inftirm  hmi«  It  is  therefore  not 
lei's  neceifary  to  happincfs  than  to  vir- 
tue* that  he'  rid  his  mind  of  paflions 
which  make  him  uneafy  to  himlelf,  and 
hateful  to  the  world,  which  enchain  his 
inttlk^s,and  obftrwft  bis  improvements 
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A  t»BBB  MAKf  IIKX  TKBB^   TO  CBAH0B    RIB  lilWn  I 


Joy, 


irO  TBI  AAUBLBlt. 

1[  Xnow  not  whether  it  h  dways  a 
j|  pcoof  of  intiocence  to  treat  cenfuce 
wltk  contonpt.  W^  owe  fo  much  itvc- 
Mice  to  the  wiiSom  of  mankiBd»  as  juft- 
ly  to  wi(h  that  our  own  opinion  of 
cmr  merit  may  be  ratified  by  tot  concur- 
rence of  other  fufloraget ;  and  ilnce  guih 
and  infamy  muft  have  the  fame  Scft 
iipon  intcUigences  unable  to  pierce  be- 
yoxkl  external  apDearance»  and  influen- 
ced often  rather  oy  example  than  pre- , 
tceptj  we  are  obliged  to  refute  a  felie 
<har^,  l<^  we  ihould  countenance  the 
crime  which  we  have  never  committed. 
7o  tmai  away  from  an  accufation  with 
Aipeccilious  bience»  is  equally  in  the 
ower  0/  him  that  it  hardened  by  vil- 
y,  and  infpirlted  by  innocence.  The 
[of  hrais  which  Horace  ere£b upon 

clear  confcience,  may  be  /bmetimes 
nufed  by  impudence  or  power  5  and  wt 
Should  always  wiih  to  preierve  the  dig- 
nity of  virtue  by  adorning  her  with 
j^races  which  wicKcdnefs  cannot  aflume. 

For  this  reafon  I  have  detennined  no 
longer  to  endore»  with  either  patient  or 
"falkn  relignation,  a  reproach  which  isy 
Mtleaft  in  my  opinion,  mjuft;  but  will 
lay  my  caie  honefUy  before  yon,  that 
^you  or  your  readers  may  at  leng^i  de- 
l^deit. 

Whether  you  win  be  able  to  prcfcnre 
TOUT  boafted  impartiality,  Mrhen  you 
lieary  that  I  am  confidered  as  an  adver- 
ikry  by  half  the  female  worlds  yon  may 
lurely  pardon  me  for  doubtingt  notwith- 
ftancung  the  veneration  ta  which  you 
.may  imagine  ^ouridf  entitled  by  your 
«ge,  yourleaming,  your  abflra^oot  or 
ymir  vVtue«  Beauty^Mr.  Bambler,has 
cift^  overpowti^ed  the  reiblutkuu  of  tho 
£rm»  and  the  reafonines  of  the  wife, 
ydis6d  theoM  to  ienfibiJity^and  fiibducd 
Ae/igoroua  to  ibftnefs* 

I  |m  one  of  thole  imhappy  beingty 
irib  IttVf  been  marked  out  m  huf- 


DavBxjN* 

bands  for  many  different  women,  an4 
delibeiutcd  a  hundred  times  on  the  brink 
of  matiimoi^,  I  have  dircufTed  all  the 
nuptial  preliminaries  fo  often,  that  I  can 
repeat  tne  forms  in  which  jointuces  are 
fettled,  pin-money  fecured,  and  {ux)vj« 
fiom  for  yonnggr  childi-en  afcertained  ; 
but  am  at  lail  doomed  by  general  con- 
ient  to  evvlading  (blitude,and  excluded 
by  an  irreverfible  decree  from  all  hopes 
of  connunial  felicity.  I  am  pointed  out 
by  e:rery  mother,  as  a  roan  whofe  vilits 
cannot  be  admitted  without  reproach  } 
who  raifes  hopes  only  to  embitter  diikp- 
polutment^  and  makes  offers  only  to  fc^ 
duce  girls  into  a  waile  of  that  p  vt  of 
life,  uk  which  they  might  gain  advan« 
tageoua  matches,  and  become  miftieflcs 
aiKl  mothers. 

I  hope  you  will  think,  that  fame  part 
x£  diis  penal  fevcrity  may  juftly  be  ije- 
.mitted,  when  I  inform  you,  that  I  ne^ 
ver  yet  profefled  love  to  a  woman  with- 
out fincere  intentions  of  marriage  ^  that 
I  have  never  continued  an  appearance 
of  intimacy  from  the  hour  that  my  in- 
clination changed,  but  to  prcferve  her 
whom  I  was  leaving  from  the  ihock  of 
abruptneis,  or  the  ignominy  of  contempt ; 
that  I  always  endeavomed  to  give  the 
ladies  an  opportunity  of  ieeming  to  dif- 
card  me  j  and  that  I  nevor  forioolc  a  mif- 
trefs  for  lai^;cr  fortune,  or  brightci-  beau- 
ty, but  becaufe  I  dlfcovercd  fomc  irre- 
gularity in  her  cond\i£l,  or  ibme  depra- 
vity in  -her  mind ;  not  becauie  I  xvas 
charmed  by  another,  but  becauie  I  wat 
offended  by  herfelf. 

I  was  very  early  tired  of  that  fuecefn 
(ionof  anmfoments  by  whicJK  tjie  tboughtt 
of  moft  youne  men  are  dli|lpato4»  ^^i 
had ru9t  long  ^ttaed  in  the  {plendouf>- 
of  an  ample  patrimony  before  /  wiA^d 
for  the  cahn  of  domdlick  h^ppinei^. 
Youth  is  naturally  deligiited  with 
fprightlinefs  and  ardour,  and  therefore 
Jbrathed  out  the  6gh»  of  my  firft  affec^ 
tion  at  the  feet  of  the  gay,  the  fparfcling, 
the  vivacittos  Fcrocula^  I  fitnciod  t* 
•      Kfc  myfetf 


tsi 


Tirk  jtAi^fiLfen; 


myfelf  a  perpetual  fource  of  happincft  felf  for  ever  to  the  armf  of  one  wh^ 
in  wit  never  exhaufted,  and  fpirit  never  might  at  any  time  miftalce  tlie  di£bte» 
depreflfed ;  loo]ce(^  with  T^mQ^on  on  Ip ;  of  paffioft>  or  the  caHv  trf*  J^tite,  for 
readineft  of  expedients,  contanpt  of  dif-  the  decree  of  fate ;  or  conbder  cddcoldom 
iiculty,  aiTurance  of  address,  and  promp-    at  neceflary  to  the  SJ^^f^fjy^cm,  as  « 


tttude  of  reply)  conlidered  her  as  ex- 
empt by  Ibmc  prerogiativedFnature'fro^ 
the  weaknefs  and  timidity  of  female 
minds;  and  congratuhled.mvieif  upoo/ 
a  companion  fuperior  io*aU'eomnioa* 
troubles  and  embarrailinents.  I  was, 
indeed,  fomewhat  difturbed  by  the  un- 
ihaken  perfevnerance  with  which  /he  en- 
forced her  demands  of  an  unreafonable 
fcttlcment  J  yet  I  fliould  have  confented 
to  pafs  my  life  in  \inion  with  her,  had 
jiot  my  curiofity  led  me  tor  a  cro^^  ga- 
thered in  the  ftrect,  where  1  fcuM  Fe- 
rocula,  in  the  prefence  of  htmdiiedi,  dif- 
puting  for  fix-pence  with  a  chairman. 
I  faw  her  in  fo  little  need  of  afliftance, 
that  it  was  no  breach  of  the  laws  of 
chivalry  to  forbear  intcrpofition,  and  I 
fparcd  myfelf  the  fliame  ot  owning  her  ac- 
quaintance. I  forgot  ibme  point  of  cere- 
mony at  our  next  interview,  and  Coon  pro-* 
Toked  h*  to  forbid  roe  her  prefence* 

My  next  attempt  was  upon  a  lady  of 
great  eminence  for  learning  and  philofo- 
phy.  I  had  freauently  obierved  the  bar- 
rennefs  and  uniformity  of  connubial  con- 
veriation>  and  therefore  thought  hig^y 
ef  my  own  prudence  and  diicemmenty 
when  I  felcfted  from  a  multitude  of 
wealthy  beauties,  the  deep-read  Mifb- 
thea,  who  declared  herfelf  the  inexorable 
enemy  of  ignorant,  pertnefs,  and  puerile 
levity;  and  fcarcety  condefctndcd  to 
make  tea,  but  for  the  linguift,  the  geo- 
metrician, the  adronomer,  or  the  poet. 
The  queen  of  the  Amazons  was  only  to 
be  g^med  by  the  hero  who  could  con- 
quer her  in  Cngle  combat  5  and  Ml/b- 
Uiea's  heart  was  only  to  blefs  the  fcho- 
lar  who  could  overpower  her  by  djfpu- 
tation.  Amidd  tlie  fondeft  tranfports 
of  courtfhip  (he  could  call  for  a  defini- 
tion of  terms,  and  tiTatcd  every  argu- 
ment with  contempt  that  could  not  be 
leduccd  to  regular  lyllogifm.  You  may 
eafily  imagine,  that  I  wilhed  this  court- 
fliip  at  an  end }  but  when  I  defircd  her  to 
fhorten  my  torments,  and  fix  the  day 


Tmk  in  the  everiaftihV' cTratlT  of  fuccef-* 
fivc-caulcs.  I  therefore  toft  her,  that 
deftiny  had  ordained  us  to  part,  and 
that  nothing  ihould  have  torn  me  frona 
iier*btit  the  taK>ii»  of  neteffity. 

I  then  folicited  the  regard  of  the  calm^ 
the  prodent,  the  economical  Sophronia* 
a  lady  who  oonfidered'  wit  la  dange- 
rous, and  learning  as  fuperfluous,  and 
thoujrht  tfiat  the  woman  ,v^  kept  hiir 
houje  clean,  and  her  accounts  exaft» 
"took  receipts  for  every  payment,  and 
could  find  them  at  a  fudden  call,  en« 
.  quired  niCcly  after  the  condition  of  the 
tcnnnts,  reail  the  price  of  ftocks  once  a 
week,  and  purchafed  every  thing  at  the 
beft  market,  could  want,  no  accompUfh- 
ments  ncceflary  to  the  happinefs  of  a 
wife  man.  She  difcourfed  with  great  fb- 
lemnity  on  the  care  and  vigilance  which 
the  fuperintendence  of  a  family  de- 
mands J  obferved  how  many  were  ruined 
by  confklence  in  fervants  j  and  told  me 
that  fhe  never  cxpefted  honelhr  but  fronk 
a  fhxjng  chcft,  and  that  the  beft  ftorc- 
keeper  was  the  millrefs*s  cyt,  Manr 
fucn  oracles  of  generofity  flic  uttereo^ 
and  made  evei*y  day  new  improvementa 
in  her  fcfaemes  for  the  regulation  of  her 
fervants,  and  the  diftribution  of  her 
tune.  I  was  convinced,  that  whatever 
I  might  fuflfer  from  Sophronia,  I  fhould 
efcape  poverty;  and  wc  therefore  pro- 
•cceded  to  adjuft  the  fcttlements  ac- 
cording to  hec  own  rulei  f/iir  cmdfoftly. 
But  one  morning  hir  maid  came  f» 
me  in  tears  to  intreat  my  intcrcft  for  a 
reconciIiatI«n  to  her  miflrcfs,  who  bad 
turned  her  out  at  nijdit  for  breaking  fix 
teeth  in  a  tortoife-fliell  comb  t  flic  had 
attended  her  lady  from  a  diftant  pro- 
vince, and  having  not  lived  long  enough 
to  favc  much  money,  was  deftitute  a- 
'  mong  ftrangers,  and  thou|:h  of  a  good 
faniily,  in  danger  of  penfliing  in  the 
ftreets,  or  of  being  compelled  by  hun- 
ger to  proflitution.  I  made  no  faiiplc 
of  promifing  to  rcflore  her ;  but  upon  my 


of  my  felicity,  we  were  led  into  a  long  firft  application  to  Sophronia,  was  an.- 
convcrfation^  in  which  Mifbthea  endea-  fwered  with  an  air  which  called  for  ap- 
vourcd  to  deraonftrate  the  folly  of  attri-    probation,  that  if  ihe  negldEked  her  own 


buting  choice  and  felf-dircftion  to  any 
iiuman  being.  It  was  not  diflicuh  to 
diicover  the  danger  of  cooiimcting4JiT- 


affairs,  I  mi^ht  fufpea  hel-  of  neglcft- 
ing  mine;  that  the  comb  flood  her  in 
tivtchatf-crownci  thatnofcnrtntflumld 
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wrong  ber  twice;  anj  that  indeed  Ihe 
took  the  firft  opportunity  of  parting 
^th  Phillida,  bccaufc,  though  ihe  was 
koneft,  her  conftitution  was  bad,  and  (he 
thought  her  very  likely  to  fall  fick.  Of 
mvtr  c<mfcrcncc  I  need  not  tell  you  the 
cflfeft)  it  lurely  may  be  forgiven  me,  if 
on  this  occaiion  I  forgot  the  decency  of 
Gotnmon  forms* 

From  two  more  ladies  I  was  difen- 
gaged  by  finding,  that  they  entertained 
my  rivals  at  the  fame  time,  and  deter- 
mined their  choice  by  the  liberality  of 
Ofur  fettlemcnts.  '  Another  I  thought 
jnyfelf  jullified  in  forfaking,  becaufe  Ihe 


gave  my  attottiey  a  bribe  to  favour  her 
in  die  baigain;  another  bccaufe  I  could 
never  fbften  her  to  tendemcfs,  till  flie 
heard  that  moll  of  my  family  liad  died 
young;  and  another,  becaufe,  to  increafd 
her  fortune  by  expectations,  (he  reprr- 
lented  her  fiftcr  as  languiftiing  and  con-" 
fumptive. 

I  (hall  in  another  letter  give  the  re- 
maining part  of  my  hiftory  of  courtfhip. 
I  prefume  that  I  ihould  hitherto  have 
injured  the  majefty  of  female  virtue,  had 
I  not  hoped  to  transfei*  my  affefUon  to 
higher  merit.        I  am.  Set. 

HVMBNAUSf 


N<^CXIV.   SATURDAY,  APRIL  20,  1751. 

WLLK  UK^VAM  D£  MORTK  KOM IKIS  eVKCTATXO  LOMCA  IST* 

Jvt. 

WHEN  A  man's  life   TS  IN  DEBATE, 

the  jvdce  cak  ne^xr  too  long  delibvrate. 

Drydeit. 


POWER  and  fuperiority  are  fo  flat- 
tering and  delightful,  that  fraught 
with  temptation  and  cxpofed  to  danger  as 
they  are,  fcarcely  any  virtue  is  fo  cau- 
tious, or  any  prudence  fo  timorous,  as 
to  decline  them.  Even  thofe  that  have 
Kioft  reverence  for  the  laws  of  right,  arc 
plealed  with  fhcwing  that  not  fSur,  but 
choice,  rezwlates  t&ir  behaviour;  and 
vrould  be  thought  to  comply,  rather  than 
obey.  We  look  to  overlook  the.  boun- 
daries which  we  do  not  wiih  to  pafs  5 
ajAd,  as  the  Roman  fatirift  remaiks — 
«  He  that  has  no  deGgn  to  take  the  life 

*  of  another,  is  yet  glad  to  have  it  in 

•  his  hands.* 

From  the  (ame  principle,  tending  yet 
more  to  degeneracy  and  corruption,  pro- 
ceeds the  delire  of  invefting  lawful  au- 
thority with  terror,  and.  governing  by 
force  rather  than  perfuafion.  Pride  is 
unwiUing  to  believe  the  neceility  of  af- 
(igning  any  other  reafon  than  her  own 
will)  and  would  rather  maintain  the 
mod  equitable  claims  by  violence  <and 
penaltiet,  than  defcend  from  the  dig- . 
nity  of  comipand  to  ^ifp^te  and  expof- . 
tulation. 

It  may,  I*thifik>  bo  fufpe^cd,  that 
this  political  ^rtopLace  has  ibmetimes 
fi)una  it*s  way  into  legiAatlve  aflemblieSf 
and  mingled  with  deliberations  upoti 
pojperty  naA  life*    A  lU^t  paruf«U  of 


the  laws  by  which  the  meafures  of  vin* 
diftive  and  coercive  ju (lice. are  edabliih- 
c«i,  will  difcover  fo  many  difproportions 
between  crimes  and  punifhments,  fuch 
capricious  diftinftions  of  guilt,  and  fuch 
confufion  of  reraiflhefs  and  feverity,  a«. 
can  fcarceiy  be  believed  to  have  been 
produced  by  publick  wifdom,  fincerely 
and  calmly  ftudlous  of  public  happt- 
nefs. 

The  learned,  the  judlclout?,  the 
pious  Boerhaave,  relates,  that  he  ne- 
ver faw  a  criminal  draped  to  execution 
without  aflcing  himfelN--*  Who  knows 

*  whether  this  man  is  not  lefs  cidpable 

*  than  me?'  On  thedays  when  the  pri-  ^ 
fons  of  this  city  are  emptied  into  the  ' 
gi-ave,  let  every  fpeftator  of  the  diiead- 
tul  procefTion  put  the  fame  queftipn  to 
his  own  heart.  Few  among  thofe  that 
crowd  inthoufands  to  the  legal  maflaae, 
and  look  with  carelefTnefs,  perhaps  ^ith. 
tiiumph,  on  the  utmolt  exacerbations  of 
human  mifery,  would  then  be  able  to 
return  without  horror  t)r  deje^kion. 
Foi'  who  can  congratulate  htmfelf  up- 
on a  life  pafled  without  fomc  a£l  more 
mifchievous  to  the  peace  or  profpcrity 
of  others,  than  the  theft  of  a  piece  of 
money  ? 

It  has  been  always  the  prafUce,  when 
any  particular  fpecies  of  robbery  be- 
comes prevalent  and  couaskitn,  to  en- 
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deatour  it^  CxMtttR^n  by  capital  de- 
iMnciations.  Thus,  one  genemtioa  of 
maleia^^ors  is  commonly  cut  o£&  and 
their  AicceiTors  are  fHgnted  into  new 
escpedientts  the  art  of  thievery  is  aug^ 
tnented  wjth  greater  variety  of  £ra\id| 
and  fubtilized  to  higher  degrees  of  fkx- 
terity,  and  more  occult  methods  of  coa- 
▼eyance.  The  law  then  raoews  the  pur- 
fuit  in  the  heat  of  anger,  and  overtakes 
the  oi&nder  a^n  with  death.  By  this 
practice*  capital  inflictions  are  multU 
plied,  and  crimes  very  different  in  their 
degrees  of  enocpjlty,  are  cqiially  iiib- 
jeoed  to  the  fcvcieft  piinKhment  that 
man  has  the  power  of  exeirifing  upon 
man. 

The  lawgiver  is  undoubtedly  allow- 
ed to  eiiimate  the  malignity  of  an  of- 
fence, not 'merely  by  the  lofs  or  pain 
which  fmgle  a6ls  may  produce,  but  by 
the  genem  alarm  and  aniuetv  arifing 
from  the  fear  of  mifchief,  ana  infecu- 
rity  of  pofTeflion :  he  therefore  exercifes 
the  right  which  fodeties  are  dippoTed  to 
have  over  the  lives  of  thofe  that  compofe 
them^  not  {imply  to  punifh  a  tranfgref- 
lion,  but  to  maintain  order,  and  pre- 
•  fcrve  quiet  j  he  enforces  thofe  laws  with 
fevwity  that  are  moft  in  danger  of  viola- 
tion, as  the  commander  of  a  g^rrifon 
doubles  the  guard  on  that  (ide  which  is 
threatened  with  the  enemy. 

This  method  has  betrn  long  tried,  but 
tried  with  Ce  little  fuccefs,  that  rapine 
mnd  violence  are  hourly  increafing :  yet 
few  fecm  willing  to  defpair  of  it's  effi- 
cacy s  and  of  tnofe  who  employ  their 
fpeculations  upon  the  prefent  corrup- 
tion of  the  people,  fome  propo/e  the  in- 
trodu^ion  of  m6re  horrid,  lingering^ 
and  terrifick  nuniHiments;  fome  are  in- 
clined to  accelerate  the  executions  5  fome 
to  difcourage  pardons ;  and  all  Teem  to 
think  that  lenity  has  given  confidence 
to  wickcdnefs,  and  that  we  can  only  be 
"^refcuacl  from  the  talons  of  rqbbery  by  in- 
"  flexible  rigour,  and  fanguinaryjuftice. 

Yet  lince  the  right  of  fetting  an  un- 
certain and  arbitrary  value  upon  life  has 
been  dilputed,  and  fince  experience  of 
paft  times  gives  us  little  reaion  to  hope 
that  any  reformation  will  be  efFe^ed  by 
iperiodical  havock  of  our  ftllow-bein«, 
pcj-haps  it  will  not  be  ufelefo  to  confider 
what  confeoaences  might  arife  fixmi  re- 
laxations ot  the  law,  and  a  more  ra- 
tional and  equitable  adaption  of  penal- 
ties to  oflfences. 

t>«atli  is>  as  one  of  the  ancidifs  <$b« 


dreadful  things  tbi  mof  drau^^  an 
evil,  b^nd  which  nothing  pa  be  threat 
tened  by  fublunary  power,  or  foared  frooi 
human  enmity  or  vengeance.  This  ter- 
ror ihould,  therefore,  be  reierved  as  tho 
laft  refort  of  authority,  as  the  ftrongdi! 
and  moft  operative  of  prohibitory  ^mc.* 
tions,  and  placed  bdbre  the  treaTure  of 
life,  to  guard  finom  inva^on  what  can** 
not  be  rmoi-ed.  To  equal  robbeiy  witk 
murder  is  to  reduce  mm^cr  to  robbery^ 
to  confound  in  coromcn  minds  the  gra<* 
dationsof  iniquityt  and  incite  tbe  com* 
miflion  of  a  greater  crime  to  {>revent  the 
detefUon  of  a  lefs .  If  only  murder  wero 
puniflied  with  death,  very  few  robbers 
would  ftain  their  bands  m  blood ;  but 
when,  by  the  laft  a£l  of  craelty  no  iwm 
danger  is  incurred,  and  greater  fecurity 
may  be  obtained,  upon  what  principle 
fliall  we  bid  them  forbear  ? 

It  may  be  urged,  that  the  (enta^ce  it 
often  mitigated  to  funple  robbery;  bojb 
furely  this  is  to  confefs  that  our  laws  are 
unreafonable  in  our  own  opinion  $  and« 
indeed^  it  may  be  obierved,  that  all  but 
murderers  iiave,  at  their  lait  hour,  th^ 
common  fenfations  of  mankiiul'plesuiing 
in  their  favour. 

From  this  convi^ion  of  the  inequafity 
of  the  puniihment  to  the  offence,  pro^ 
ceeds  tne  frequent  folicitation  of  pat^ 
dons.  They  who  would  rejoice  at  the 
correftion  of  a  thief,  are  yet  (hocked  at 
the  thought  of  defhroymg  hun.  His 
crime  (brinks  to  nothing,  compared  with 
hismifery;  and  ffcvcrity  defeats  itfdf by 
exciting  pity.  ' 

Theeibbet,  indeed,  certainly  di&bka 
thofe  who  die  upon  it  from  infefting  the 
conmiunity;  but  their  death  feems  opt 
to  contribute  more  to  the  reformatiMl 
of  their  afTociates,  than  any  other  me- 
thod of  (epanttion.  A. thief  ieklpm 
paflb  much  of  his  time  in  recolle^lioi^ 
or  anticipation,  but  from  robbery  haftent 
to  riot,  and  from  riot  to  robbery;  noTa 
when  the  grave  clofes  upon  Eis  com- 
panion, has  any  other  care  thair  to  fiadl 
another. 

The  frequency  of  capital  punlili^ 
ments ,  t herefore>  rarehr  hinders  the  comf^ 
miffion  of  a  crime,  oat  naturally  acndl 
commonly  prevents  it>  4cte6^i<Hi»  and 
is,  if  we  proceed  only  ppon  pmdential 
principles,  chiefly  for  that  reafc^i  to  be 
a(Voided.  "^^atcvor  may  be  Urged  hy 
0M&S  or  politicians',  iht  greater  Mt 
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tbU  to  piek  ^  pocket  and  to  pi««e  the 
iieait  if  cqumll/  criminal^  will  fcaixely 
lyelieTo  that  two  malcfaflorf  fo  dtflbr^t^ 
in  gixHt  can  be  juftly  doomed  to  the  ianvi 
jptmUhmcnt :  nor  ^  the  neceiBty  of  Tub- 
nMttlng  the  oonTcience  to  human  laws  Co 
pUinly  cmcedy  (6  dearly  ftated,  or  fo 
geneiraliy  allowed,  but  that  the  ptou8> 
the  tesdcr^  and  the  juft,  will  always 
Iknipk  to  concur  with  the  commimity 
in  an  aft  which  their  priyate  judgment 
cannot  amrove. 

He  who  knows  not  how  often  rigor- 
out  lawt  produce  total  impunity,  and 
kow  many  crimes  are  concealed  aiM  for- 
gotten for  fear  of  hurrying  the  offender 
to  that  ftate  in  which  there  is  no  repent- 
pnce»  haaconveried  rery  little  with  man- 
kind. Aad  whatever  epithets  of  re- 
proach or  conteir^  this  compaflion  may 
incur  from  thofe  who  confound  cruelty 
with  firmneis,  I  know  not  whether  amr 
wi£s  man  would  wiih  it  (efs  powerful 
or  lefs  cxteniire. 

If  thofe  whom,  the  wiidom  of  our 
hem  has  condemned  to  die,  had  been 
detefled  in  their  rudiments  of  robbery, 
Ihey  might,  bv  proper  difcipline  and 
fliehU  labour,  nave  been  diiemangled 
from  their  habits,  thiy  might  have 
e&aped  all  the  temptations  to  fubfequent 
primes,  and  paiRxl  their  davs  in  repara- 
tiDii  attd  penitence ;  and  detected  th^. 
n^ht  alf  have  been,  had  the  prolecu- 
tbn  been  certain  that  their  lives  would 
iBve  been  fpardd.  I  believe,  every  thkf . 
will  confefs,  that  he  has  been  more  than 
oice  (medand  dilbiifled  (  and  that  he 
kat  ibmetimes   ventuted  upon  capital 


crimes,  becau(e  he  kaew  thit  thoie 
whom  he-  injured  would  rather  comiivs 
at  his  efcape,'  than  ctoiyl  thdir  mMi 
with  the  horrors  of  his  deaUi« 

All  laws  againft  wickedncfjt  are  in* 
efFe^ual,  unlels  ibme  will  inform,  and 
ibmc  will  profecute}  but  till  we  mitigatt 
the  penalties  for  mere  violations  of  pio« 
perty,  information  will  always  behatad| 
and  profccution  dreaded.  The  heart  of 
a  good  man  cannot  but  recoil  at  tha 
thought  of  puniihing  a  flight  injmy 
with  death  i  efpecially  when  he  remem«» 
bers,  that  the  thief  might  have  procure^ 
ikfety  bv  anolher  crime,  from  which  h« 
was  retrained  only  by  his  remaink^ 
virtue. 

The  obtig^ons  to  afiH  the  cxerciik 
of  publick  ju^ce  are  Weed  ftronga 
but  they  will  certainly  be  overpoworej 
bv  tendemefs  for  lifo.  What  is  puaiik- 
ed  with  ieverit^  contrary  to  our  ideas  of 
adequate  retribution,  will  be  feUoov 
difcovered }  and  multitudes  will  be  fati^ 
Scrtd  to  advance  from  crime  to  crimen 
till  they  deierve  death,  bccaufe,  if  thrf 
had  been  fooner  profeoited  thev  wodhl 
hayefuffbred  death  before  they  deierved  lU 

This  fcheme  of  invigorating  the  kws 
by  relaxation,  and  extirpating  wicked^ 
nefs  by  lenity,  is  fb  mnote  m>m  com^ 
mon  pra^ice,  that  I  miffht  reafonablr 
foar  to  expoie  it  to  the  piSilick,  could  t( 
be  Aipported  only  by  my  own  obierva<* 
tions:  I  ihall,  therefore,  by  afcribin|^  i( 
to  it*s  author.  Sir  Thomas  More,  en* 
deavour  to  prociire  it  that  atteotioa 
which  I  wifh  always  paid  to  pnn^cBO^ 
to  juftlce,  and  to  mercy« 
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Iftt  dotwi,  In  pvirtence  of  my  bte  en- 
gagement, to  recount  the  rcmaii^ng 
pkt  of  the  idventuTcsthatbefelmein 
i«r  long  qtieft  of  conjugal  ftlleitir, 
^ieh;  ttwitth  I  hare  not  yet  been  fe 
Itefpy  jB  to«)tsdtt  it,  I  have  atleaft eii- 
demuM  i6  dHerve  by^  unwyed<ffi> 
|Mm^  Kfitbout  MIMxij  frooi  repcHi^ 


A&ppoiiitmentf  any  abatement  ofmg 
kope,  or  rewneflion  of  my  adivity* 

Yo«  moft  have  ob(erved  in  thewwkl 
s  fpeciet  of  mortals  who  emj^y  diem* 
61v«s  in  promoting  matrimony^  aad^ 
«rithMtai]^  vifibieniotiveof  mteveftct 
vanity,  without  sny^difcoveraye  im« 
poke  of  malice  or  benevolence,  withoMt 
iny  fcaifl«H  but  that  they  wai^t  otjiAt 
of  AttUKiM  aad  topicka^conTorfatkiu 
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«TC  incfflSuitly  bufy  vn  procuring  wives 
and  huibandft.  They  fill  the  ears  of  every 
fingle  man  and^oman  with  Tome  con- 
▼enient  match,  and  when  they  arc  in- 
armed of  your  ag«  and  fortune,  offer  a 
partner  of  life  with  the  fame  readinefs, 
^  and  the  fame  inditference^  ad  a  falefman, 
P  when  he  has  talcen  meafiire  by  his  eye, 
\    fits  his  cuftomer  with  a  coat. 

It  might  be  expe^ed  that  they  (hoold 
loon  be  difcoui-aged  from  this  officious 
kitcrpofition  by  refcntment  or  contempt ; 
iDd  that  every  man  ihould  determine 
the  choice  on  which  fo  much  of  his  hap- 
pineis  muft  depend,  by  his  own  judg- 
nent  and  obiiervation :  yet  it  happens, 
that  as  tliefc  propolals  are  generally 
made  with  a  ftiew  of  kindijefs,  they  fel- 
dom  provoke  anger,  but  are  at  worfl 
lieard  with  patience,  ^  and  forgotten. 
They  influence  weak  minds  to  appix>- 
bation \  for  many  are  fuie  to  iuki  in  a 
Btw  acquaintance  whatever  qnalities 
report  has  taught  them  to  expe^-;  and 
in  more  power^l  and  a6^ive  underftand- 
ings  they  excite  curiofity,  and  fomc- 
times,  by  a  lucky  chance,  bring  perfons 
of  fimilar  tempers  within  the  attraction 
of  eadi  other. 

J  was  known  to  pofTefs  a  fortune,  and 
to  want  a  Mrife;  aiKl  then^ore  was  fre- 
quently attended  by  thcfe  hymeneal  fo- 
licitors,  virith  whofc  importimity  I  was 
^mctimes  diverted,  am  fometimes  per- 
^^exed;  for  they  contended  for  me  as 
'<  vultures  for  a  carcale  5  each  employing 
all  bis  eloquence,  and  all  his  artifices, 
'  to  enforce  and  promote  his  own  fcheme, 
^m  the  fucccfs  of  which  he  was  to  re- 
ceive no  othei'  advantage  than  the  plea- 
(urc  of  defeating  otliei  s  equally  eager, 
and  equally  indnftrious. 

An  invitation  to  {yx^  with  on©  of  thofe 
bufy  fnends,  made  me  by  a  concerted 
chance  acquainted  with  Camilla,  by 
whom  it  was  expefted  that  I  &ould  hie 
iur*dcn!y  and  irrdiflibly  enflavcd.  The 
lady,  whom  the  fame  kindnefs  had 
broiight  without  her  own  conairrence 
into  the  lifls  of  love,  fecmed  to  think 
mc  at  leafl  worthy  of  the  honour  of  cap-- 
tivityj  and  exerted  the  power,  both  of 
ber  eyes  and  wit,  with  fo  much  art  and 
ipirit,  that  though  I  had  been  too  often 
deceived  by  appearances  to  devote  myielf 
irrevocably  at  the  firft  interview,  yet  I 
covld  not  fupprefs  fomc  raptures  of  ad- 
Bsiration,  and  flutters  of  defire.  I  was 
caiily  perfuaded  to  make  neaiier  ap- 
ff oaclies  \  but  foon  difcovered,  that  an 


tmion  with  Camilla  wu  qot  mticb  to  hk 
wifhed.  Camilla  profefTed  a  boundlefS' 
contempt  for  the  folly,  levity,  ignorance^ 
and  impertinence  of  her  own  fex ;  and 
very  frequently  exprelTed  her  wonder 
that  men  of  learning  or  experience  could 
fi^bmit  to  trifie  away  hfe  with  beings  in- 
capable of  foHd  thought.  In  mixed  com- 
panies, fhe  always  afTociated  with  the 
men,  and  declared  her  (atisfa^ion  when 
the  ladies  retired.  If  any  fhort  cxcur- 
fion  into  the  country  was  propofed,  ihe 
commonly  infifled  upon  the  exclufion  of 
women  from  the  party  \  becaufe,  where 
they  were  admitted,  the  time  was  wafled 
in  frofehy  ^x>mplinients,  weak  indul- 
gences, and  idle  ceremonies.  To  ihew 
the  greatnefs  of  her  mind,  fhe  avoided 
all  compliance  with  the  fafhion ;  and  to 
boafl  the  profundity  of  her  knowledge, 
miflook.the  various  textures  of  filk,  con^ 
founded  tabbies  with  damafks,  and  fent 
£or  ribbands  by  wrong  names,     ^e  de- 

Sfed  the  commerce  of  ftated  vifits,  a 
ce  of  empty  form  without  infhru£bion  \ 
and  congratulated  herfelf,  that  fhe  never 
learned  to  write  meffage- cards.  She 
often  applauded  the  noble  fentiment  of 
Plato,  who  rejoiced  that  he  was  bom  a 
man  i^ther  than  a  woman ;  proclaimed 
her  approbation  of  Swift's  opinion,  that 
women  are  only  a  higher  fpecies  of 
monktes ;  and  confefTed,  that  when  fhe 
confider^  the  behaviour,  or  heai'd  the 
converiation,  of  her  fex,  fhe  could  not 
but  forgive  the  Tuiks  for  fufpe^ing 
them  to  want  fouls. 

It  was  the  joy  and  pride  of  Camilla 
to  have  provoked,  by  this  infoleace,  aJl 
the  rage  and  hatred,  and  all  the  perfe- 
cutions  of  calumny ;  nor  was  fhe  ever 
more  elevated  with  her  own  fuperiority, 
than  when  fhe  talked  of  female  anger  and 
female  cunning.  Well,  fays  flw,  has 
Nature  provickd  that  fbcn  virulence 
ihould  be  difabled  by  folly,  and  fuch 
cruelty  be  retrained  by  impotence. 

Camilla  doubtlefs  expe^ed,  that  what 
fhe  lofl  on  one  fide,  fhe  fhould  gain  oil 
the  other  $  and  imagined  tliat  every  male 
heait  would  be  open  to  a  lady  wihe 
made  filch  firenereus  advances  to  the  bor- 
ders of  virility.  But  roan,  ungratef^J 
man,  inflead  of  fpringing' forward  to 
meet  her,  fhrunk  back  at  her  approach. 
She  was  perfecuted  by  the  ladies  as  ;i 
deferter,  and  at  befl  received  by  the  men 
only  as  a  fugitive.  I,  for  my  part« 
amufed  myfdf  a  \i4ule  with  her  fop^ 
p^ics,  but  novelty  (mi  gave  wajr  xm 
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teeftatiort,  for  notVifig  out  of  the  coni- 
/^tnon  order  of  nature  can  be  long  borne, 
r  had  no  inclination  to  a  wife  who  had 
the  ru^ednefs  t)f  a  man  without  his 
force,  ind  the  ignorance  of  a  woman 
without  her  foftnefs  j  nor  could  I  think 
my  quiet  and  honour  to  be  cntrufted  to 
'  fuch  audacious  virtue  as  was  hourly 
courting  danger,  and  Iblicitingaflault. 

My  next  miftreft  was  Nitelh,  a  lady 
•f  gentle  mien,  and  foft  voice,  always 
fpeaking  to^approve,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive du-e£lion  fi-om  thofe  with  whom 
chance  had  brought  her  into  company. 
In  Nitelia,  I  promifcd  myfclf  an  eaiy 
friend,  with  wnom  I  might  loiter  away 
the  day  without  dilhirbance  or  alterca- 
tion. I  therefore  loon  refolved  to  ad- 
drefs  her,  but  was  difcourased  from 
profecuting '  my  court/hip  by  ^ferving, 
that  her  apartments  were  fuperftitioully 
jqgular;  and  that,  nnlefs  (he  had  uotice 
ot  my  vifit,  ihe  was  never  to  be  feen. 
There  is  a  kind  of  anxious  cicanlineis 
^which  I  have  always  noted  as  the  charac- 
tereftick  of  a  flatttmj  it  is  the  fuper- 
luous  fciupulofity  of  guilt,  dreading  dif- 
jpovery,  and  ftiunning  fufpicionj  it  is  the 
Violence  of  an  effort  again  ft  habit,  which 
1>eing  impelled  by  external  motives,  can- 
Dot  itop  at  the  middle  point.  ' 

Nitelia  was  always  tricked  out  rather 
,wlth  nicety  than  elegance  j  and  fcldom 
could  Ibrbear  to  difcover,  by  heruneafi- 
iieft  and  conftraint,  that  her  'attention 
was  burdened,  and  her  imagination  en- 
gyoSid;  1  therefore  concluded,  that  be- 
ing only  occafionally  and  ambitiouliy 
drcflfed,  /he  wai  not  familiarized  fo  her 
•wn  ornaments.  There  are  Co  many 
competitors  for  the  fame  of  cleanlinefs, 
that  it  is  not  hard  to  gain  information 
«f  thoie  that  fail,  from  thofe  that  de- 
ire  to  excel:  I  quickly  found,  that 
Nitelia  paflai  her  lime  between  finery 
and  dirt;  and  was  always  in  a  wrapper, 
sight-cap,  and  flippcr$^  when  flie  was 
not  decorated  for  immediate  (hew. 

I  was  then  led  by  my  evil  deftlny  to 
Charybdis,  who  never  hegle^led  an 
-  opportunity  of  feizing  a  new  prey  when 
It  camp  within  her  reach.  I  thought 
myfclf  quickly  made  hiippy  by  pcrmif- 
fion  to  attend  her  to  public  places  ^  and 
pkafed  my  own  vanity  with  i;nnginiug 
the  envy  which  Ilhojld  raile  in  a  thou- 
fand  hearts,  by  appearing  as  the  ac- 
knowledged favourite  of  Charybdis. 
."She  foon  after  hinted  her  intciltion  to 
fzke  a  ramble  for  a  fortnight  into  a 
ipon  of  the^klBgdom  which  iU  had  Qe« 


A^5 

ver'feenl  1  foncitetl  die  hajjjpincfs  t^ 
Accompanying  her,  which,  after  a  ihort 
relu6lance,  was  indulged  me.  She  had 
no  other  curiofity  tn  her  journey,  than 
after  all  poflibk-meins  of  expence;  and 
was  eveiy  moment  taking  occaHon.ta 
mention  fome  delicacy,  which  I  kne^ 
it  my  duty  upon  fuch  notices  to  pro*  a 
cui-e.  ' 

After  our  return,  being  iSow  mors 
familiar,  (he  told  me,  whenever  we  mdt , 
of  fome  new  diveifion;  M  night  ihe  had 
notice  of  a  charming  company  that  would 
breakfaft  in  the  eardens  j  and  in  the  moiii« 
ing  had  been  ipFoi-mcd  of  fome  new  fong  ' 
in  the  opera,  ibme  new  drefs  at  theplay- 
houfe,  or  fome  performer  at  a  concort 
whom  (he  longed  to  hear*  Her  intelli* 
gence  wa&  fuch,  that  there  never  wa«  a 
ihcw  to  which  (he  did  not  fummot^  niy 
•n  the  fecond  day^  and  as  (he  hated  ^ 
Crowtl,  and  could  not  go  alone,  I  wak 
obliged  to  attend  at  fome  intermediatt 
hour,  and  pay  the  priceof  a  whole  com- 
pany. When  we  parted  the  (bfeets,  (he 
was  often  charmed  with  fome  trinket  in 
the  toy-lhops;  andfrom  moderate  defire* 
of  feals  and  fnufF-boxeSj  rofe,  by  degrees^ 
to  gold  and  diamonds*  I  now  began  to 
'find  the  fmile  of  Charybdis  too  coftly  fot 
a  private  purfe,  and  added  one  more  to 
fix  and  forty  lovers,  whofe  fortune  and 
patience  her  rapacity  had  exhaufted. 

Imneria  then  took  poflTdKon  of  my 
afFeftJons  ;  but  kept  them  only  for  i 
(hort  time.  She  had  newly  inherited  a 
large  fortune,  and  having  Ipcnt  the  car* 
ly  part  of  her  life  in  the  perufal  of  ro-i 
mances,  brought  with  her  into  the  gay 
woild  all  the  pride  of  Cleopatra;  ex* 
Jefting  nothing  lefs  than  vows,  aharsi 
and  (acrlficcs  -y  and  thought  her  chaiTn$ 
difbononred,  and  her  power  infringed| 
i)y  the  fofteft  oppofition  to  her  fenti- 
ments,  or  the  fmallcft  tranlgreffion  of 
her  command?.  Time  mi^ht  indeed 
cure  this  Ipecies  of  pride  in  a  mind  not 
naturaliv  undifccmine,  and  vitiated  oni 
ly  by  falfe  rcprcfcntationsj  but  the  ope* 
'rations  of  time  are  flow  5  and  I  therefore 
left  her  to  grow  wife  at  Icifure,  or  to 
continue  in  error  at  her  own  expence. 

Thus  I  have  hitherto,  in  fpite  of  my^ 
felf,  pa(red  ray  life  in  frozen  celibacy. 
My  friends,  indeed,  often  tell  me,  that 
I  tlattor  my  imagination  with  higher 
hopes  than  human  nature  can  gratifj'  i 
that  I  drefs  up  an  ideal  charmer  in  all 
the  radiance  of  perfeftion,  and  then  er.- 
ter  the  world  to  look  for  the  fame  excels 
lence  in  corporeal  btauty.    But  fwrciy, 

Mr. 


Mr.>]UmbIer9  it  is  not  raadneis  to  hope 
for  feme  terreftrUl  lady  unftauied  with 
the  fpots  which  I  have  been  deicribing ; 
at  lead  I  am  refolvcd  topurfue  my  feaTch; 
for  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  meanly  of 
ittmige»  that  I  believt  it  ibk  to  afford 


die  higfacft  hapjnneAdfereeJtooiif  tf# 
lent  &tt;  and  if  after  all  theie  milcar^ 
rtage«  I  find  a  woman  that  fills  up  mff 
eacpedation,  you  ihall  hear  once  mort 
TOa>       Yoursy  Uc* 
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It  \Vas  the  fecond  ion  of  a  countqr 
X  fentleman  by  the  daughter  of  a 
^  fresy^hy  dtizen  of  London.  My  father 
having  by  his  marriage  freed  tha  eftate 
from,  t  heavy  mortgagoy  and  paid  his 
fiftffs  their  portions,  thought  Itiroielf 
diicnaiged  from  all  obligation  to  furdier 
thought}  and  dltitled  to  fpcnd  the  t^ 
of  his  life  in  i^ural  pleafures.  He  there- 
lore  ^ared  nothing  that  might  contrl- 
Imte  to  thecefnpletionof  his  felicity;  he 
ttocnted  the  heil  guns  and  hor&s  that 
the  kingdom  could  fupply,  paid  Ui^ 
fidaries  to  his  groom  and  huAt&xany  and 
lifcame  die  envy  of  the  country  for  the 
dildpline  of  his  hounds .  But  above  all 
liiS  other  attainments,  he  was  eminent 
toe  a  breed  of  pointers  and  ietting-doffs* 
whidi  by  long  and  vigilant  cultivation 
]lie  h^  fo  much  improved*  that  not  a 
faitndge  or  heathcock  could  reft  iu  (er 
citrity,  and  game  of  whatever  fpecies 
chat  dared  to  light  upon  his  manor,  was 
.fieatea  down  of  his  ihot^  or  covered 
tntli  his  nets. 

My  eldfrr  bfother  was  very  e^ly  \nU 
tiatea  in  the  chaee,  and  at  an  as^  when 
other  boys  are  crtiphtg  iiki  Jnmls  un^ 
^UBnsfy  to  fchool^  he  cuuld  wind  the 
bom*  b^  the  bu&es,  bound  over  hedgeSr 
and  fwim  rivers*  When  the  huntfman 
one  day  broke  his  le^,  he  fupplied  his 
nlace  with  equal  abilities,  and  came 
Iiame  with  the  fcut  in  his  hat,  amidft  the 
SKclamations  of  the  whole  village.  I  be- 
ing either  delicate  or  timorous,  lefs  de* 
firous-of  honour,  or  lefs  capable  of  fyl- 
Van  lieroifin,  was  always  the  tavourite 
of  my  mother^  becauie  I  kept  my  coat 
dean,  and  my  complexion  ^e  from 
jgxckleSf  and  dki  not  cpqie  htxait  Ukc 


tny  brother  mited  and  tanned^  nor  ctn^ 
corn  in  my  hat  to  the  horie,  Dor  bring 
«lirty  curs  into  the  parlour. 

My  mother  had  not  been  taujs^t  to 
amufe  herfelf  vdth  beoks,  and  being 
much  inclined  to  def)pife  the  i^oranco 
and  barbarity  of  the  country  ladies,  dif* 
dained  to  learn  their  fentiments  or  con- 
verfation,  and  had  made  no  addition  to 
the  notions  which  Ihe  had  brought  from 
the  precin6ls  of  Cornhill.  Sne'was^ 
thenefi^re,  always  recounting  the  ^oriet 
of  the  city;  enumerating  the  I'ucceffioa 
of  mayors ;  celebrating  the  magnificence 
of  t^e  banquets  at  Guildhall;' and  re- 
lating the  civilities  paid  her  at  the  com* 
panies  feafts  by  men  of  whom  fbme  are 
now  made  aldermen,  feme  have  fined  for 
dieriffs,  and  none  are  worth  lefs  thad 
forty  thoufand  pounds^  She  frequent^ 
difplayod  her  ^ther*8  greatncfs ;  told  or 
the  large  bills  which  he  had  paid  at  fighte 
of  the  fums  for  which  his  word  would 
pafs  upon  the  £xchange|  the  heaps  of 
gold  which  he  ufed  on  Saturday  night 
to  tofs  about  i^th  %  ihovel;  the  ei^tqit 
of  his  warehoufe,  and  the  ftrength  of 
his  doors  %  and  when  flie  relaxed  .h«r 
imagination  with  lower  fubje^s,  dcfcrib«- 
ed  the  furniture  of  their  countiy-houfe^ 
or  repeal  the  wit  of  the  clerks  and 
porters. 

By  thefe  narratives  I  was  fired  with 
the  rplendor  and  dignity  of  London,  and 
of  trade.  I  there^re  devoted  myfelf  ta 
a  0iop>  and  warmed  my  imagination 
from  year  to  year  with*  enquiries  about 
the  privileges  of  afreeman,  thejoowerof 
the  common  council;  the  dignity  of  a 
whpleiale  dealer,  and  the  grandeur  qf 
mayoralty,  to  which  my  inodier  nffurett 
me  that  many  iiad  lurived  who  JbegM^ 
the  world  with  lefs  than  myfelf. 

IwMTerjrimps^tieo^to  etucri^to  f^ 
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•fath>  "vrliich  led  to  fuch  honotir  and  fe- 
licity J  but  was  forced  for  a  tinie  to  en- 
dtire  fome  repreflion  of  my  eagemefs, 
for  it  was  my  gnmdfathcr's  maxim,  that 

•  a  I  young  man  feldom  makes  much 
«  money,  who  is  out  of  his  time  before 

•  two-and-twenty.'  They  thought  it 
neceflTary,  therefore,  to  keep  me  at  home 
till  the  proper  ajjc,  without  any  oth&r 
employment  than  that  of  learning  mer- 
chants accounts,  and  the  art  of  regu- 
lating books ;  but  at  len£;th  the  tedious 
<iays  elapfed,  I  was  tranfplanted  to  town, 
and,  with  great  fatisfa6lion  to  myfelf, 
bound  to  a  haberdaOier. 

My  maftcr,  who  had  no  conception 
of  any  virtue,  merit,  or  dignity,  but 
that  of  being  rich,  had  aff  the  good 
qualities  which  naturally  arife  from  a 
clofc  and  unweaiied  attention  to  the 
main  chance;  his  defire  to  ?ain  wealth 
was  fo  well  tempered  by  the  vanity  of 
Shewing  it,  that,  without  any  other  prin- 
ciple of  action,  he  lived  in  the  efteem  of 
the  whole  commercial  world  5  and  was 
always  treated  with  refpeft  by  the  only 
men  whofe  gootl  opinion  he  valued  or 
Solicited,  thofe  who  were  univerfally  al>- 
lowcd  to  be  richtfr  than  himfclf. 

By  his  inftiuftions  I  learned  in  a  few 
^veeks  to  handle  a  yard  with  great  dex- 
terity, to  wind  tape  neatly  upon  the  ends 
•of  my  fingers,  and  to  make  up  parcels 
with  exa^  frugality  of  paper  and  pack- 
thread J  and  foon  caught  from  my  fel- 
low-apprentices the  true  gi-ace  of  a  coun- 
ter bow,  the  careleli  air  wlih  whicli  a 
fmall  pair  of  fcales  is  to  be  held  between 
the  fingers,  and  the  vigour  and  fpright- 
linefs  with  which  the  box,  after  the  rib- 
band has  been  cut,  is  returned  into  it's 
place.  Having  no  defire  of  any  higher 
empk)yment,  and  therefore  applying  all 
my  powers  to  the  knowledge  of  ray 
trade,  I  was  quickly  mafter  of  all  that 
«ould  be  known,  became  a  cririck  in 
Imall  waics,  contrived  new  variations  of 
figures^  and  new  mixtures  of  colours, 
and  was  Ibmetimes  confulted  by  the 
¥rcavers  when  they  projefted  faihions  for 
the  enfuine  fpring. 

With  all  thefe  accomplilhments,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  my  apprenticefiiip,  I 
paid  a  vifit  to  my  friends  in  the  coun- 
try, where  I  cxpefted  to  be  received  as 
a  new  ornament  to  the  family,  andxcon- 
fulted  by  the  neighbouring  gentlemen  as 
ft  mafter  of  pecuniary  knowledge,  and 
by  the  ladies  as  an  oracle  of  the  nriode, 
jUit  unhappily,  at  the  ErlVpubUck  ubic 
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to  which  I  was  inrlted,  appeared  a  fhi* 
dent  of  tlie  Temple,  and  an  ofl^cer  of 
the  guards,  who  looked  upon  me  with 
a  fmile  of  Qontempt,  which  deftroyed  at 
once  ^11  my  liopes  of  diftinftbn,  lo  that 
I  durft  hanlly  raife  ray  eyes  for  fear  of 
encounteiing  their  fuperiorityof  mien* 
Nor  was  my  courage  revived  by  any  op- 
portunities of  difplaying  my  knowledge  5 
for  the  templar  entertained  the  company 
for  part  ot  the  day  with  hiftorical  nar- 
ratives and  political  obfervations }  and 
the  colonel  afterwards  detailed  the  ad« 
ventures  of  a  birth-night,  tokl  the  claims 
and  expectations  of  the  courtiers,  and 
gave  an  account  of  affemblies,  j^ardens, 
and  diverfions.  I^  indeed,  euayed  to 
fill  up  a  paufe  in  a  parliaraentary  debate 
with  a  faint  mention  of  trade,  and  Spa* 
niards ;  and  once  attempted,  with  fomc 
warmth,  to  con-eft  a  grofs  miftake  about 
a  filver  breait-knot  j  but  neither  of  my 
antagonifts  feeraed  to  think  a  reply  ne- 
ceflary  j  they  rcfumed  their  difcourfe 
without  emotion,  and  agam  engrofled 
the  attention  of  the  company ;  nor  did 
one  of  the  ladies  appear  defirous  to  know 
my  opinion  of  her  drefs,  or  to  hear  how 
long  the  carnation  (hot  with  white,  that 
was  then  new  amongft  them,  had  been 
antiquated  in  town. 

As  1  knew  that  neither  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen had  more  money  than  myfelf,  I 
could  not  difcover  wKat  had  depreflcd 
me  in  their  prefence;  nor  why  they  were 
confidered  by  others  as  more  worthy  of 
attention  and  refpeft  j  and  therefore  re* 
folveil,  when  we  met  again,  to  roufe  my      * 
fpirit,  and  force  myfelf  into  notice,    I. 
went  very  early  to  the  next  weekly  meet- 
ing, and  was  entertaining  a  fmall  circle 
very  fuccefsfiilly  with  a  minute  rcpre- 
fentation  of  my  lord    mayor*s  (how, 
when  the  colonel  entered  carelefs  and 
gay,  fat  down  with  a  kind  of  uncere- 
monious civility,  and  without  appearing 
to  intend  any  interruption,  drew  my  avi-^ 
dience  away  to  the  other  part  r^J  ^he 
room,  to  which  I  had  not  the  courage 
to  follow  them.     Soon  after  'jamc  in  the 
lawyer,   not  indeed  with  the  fame  at* 
traaion  of  mien,  but  with  greater  pow^ 
ers  of  language  J  and  by  one  or  other  the 
company  was  fo  happily  amufed,  that  I 
was  neither  heard   nor  fcen,    nor  was 
able  to  give  any  other  proqf  of  my  exilt- 
cnce  than  that  I  put  round  the  glaft, 
and  was  in  my  turn  permitted  to  name 
the  toaft. 
My  mother,  inJetd,  endeavoured  to 
L 1  conofort 
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comfort  me  in  my  vexation,  by  telling 
me,  that  perhaps  thcfc  ihowy  talkers 
were  hardly  able  to  pay  every  one  his 
own;  that  he  who  has  money  in  his 
pocket  need  not  care  what  any  man  fays 
of  him;  that,  if  I  minded  my  trade,  the 
time  will  come  when  lawyers  and  fol- 
dicrs  would  be  glad  to  borrow  out  of  my 
purfe;  and  that  it  is  Ene,  when  a  man 
ean  fet  his  hands  to  his  fides,  and  fay  he 
is  worth  forty  tfioufand  pounds  every 
day  of  tht  year.  Tlicfe  and  many  more 
fuch  coniblatlons  and  encouragements  I 
received  From  my  good  mother,  which 
however  did  not  much  allay  my  uneafi- 
ncfsj  for  having  by  fomc  accident  heard, 
that  the  country  ladies  defpifed  her  at  a 
cit,  I  had  therefore  no  longer  much  re- 
verence for  her  opinions,  but  conlidered 
her  as  one  wliofc  ignorance  and  preju  - 
dice  had  hurried  mc,  though  without 
ill  intentions,  into  a  ftate  of  meanncik 
and  ignominy,  fitjm  which  I  could  not 
£nd  any  pombility  of  rifmg  to  the  rank 
•which  my  ^cc%rs  had  always  held. 

I  returned,  however,  to  my  mafter, 
and  buficd  myfelf  among  thread,  and 
£lks,  and  laces,  bit  without  my  former 
cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity.  I  had  now 
no  longer  any  felicity^  in  contemplating 
the  cxa^  difpofition  of  my  powdered 
curls,  the  equal  plaits  of  my  ruffles,  or 
the  gloiTy  blackncfs  of  my  Ihoes',  nor 


heani  with  tny  former  devttion  thuf* 
compliments  which  iadie$  fometiroet^ 
condefcended  to  pay  me  on  my  readl* 
ncfs  in  twiftinga  paper,  or  counting  out 
the  change.  The  term  6f  Young  Man» 
with  wh(ch  I  was  fometimes  honouredt  - 
as  I  carried  a  parcel  to  the  door  of  a 
coach,  tortured  my  imagination  $  I  grew 
negligent  of  my  perfon,  and  fullen  ia 
my  temper,,  often  miftook  the  demands 
01  the  cuftoracjs,  treated  their  caprices 
and  objcftions  with  contempt,  and  re- 
ceived and  difmlifeii  then  with  fuHy 
filence. 

My  mafter  was  afraid  left  the  (hop 
fhould  fuifer  by  this  change  of  my  be- 
haviour;, and,  therefore,  after  fome  cx- 
poltulations,  pofted  me  in  thewarehoufe». 
and  preferved  me  fiom  the  danger  and 
reproach  of  defertion,  to  which  my  dif- 
contcnt  would  certainly  have  urged  me, 
had  I  continued  any  umger  bemnd  the 
counter. 

In  the  fixth  year  of  my  fervitude  my 
Brother  died  of  dmnken  joy,  for  having 
run  down  a  fox  that  had  bsiffled  all  the 
packs  ui  the  province.  I  was  now  hcir» 
and  with  the  hearty  confent  of  my  ma- 
fter commenced  gentleman.  The  ad- 
ventures in  which  my  new  chara£lcr  en- 
gaged me  (hall  be  communicated  in  ano* 
ther  letter*  by,  Sir,        Yo\u^,  &c. 

MiSOGAPBLVSV 


N^  CXVIL    TUESDAY,'  APRIL  30,  1751. 

n«Xiov  i(fM-ifvXX«y,  fv*  ifWQ  «f(C«Td(  it"*. 
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TO  THie   HAMBLE^r 


dened  his  ftoitt  lit  publick  life,  or  acenP 
toraed  his  pailions  to  the  viciffitudes  anff 
accidents,  the  triumphs  ajid  ^^^**^  ?! 
mixed  converfatiotf,  will  blufh  aj.  ** 
ftare  of  petulent  incredulity,  and  fuffj^ 
himfelf  to  be  driven  by  a  burft  <^J^^^ 


NO T H I KGhas more  retarded  the 
advancemint  of  learning  than  the 

difpofition  of  vulgar  minds  to  ridicliie  ^ ,  -- 

and  vilify  what  they  cannot  comprehend .  ter  from  the  fortreflcs  of  demonltfatioi 
All  indultry  mull  be  excited  by  hopej  The  mechanift  will  be  afraid  to  alien: 
and  as  the  ftudcnt  often  propofes  no  before  hsirdj  contradiftion,  the  P^"}°'' 
other  reward  to  himfelf  than  praiie,  he  IJty  of  tearing  down  *>«iwaric«j^»tn 
is  eafJy  dlfc^uraged  by  contempt  and 
infult.  He  who  brines  with  hint  into 
t  claraoroiis  multitude  the  timidity  of 
recJuft  fpwulatiM,  mi  hu  bcv*  ta--  '  of  tlu  Uiw  nwunt^^Qgjg 
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TTI  ctrold  by  any  efllbrts  hare  ihaken 
^  this  cowaraice»  I  had  not  fheltered 
«ivlelf  under  a  borrowed  name,  nor  ap- 
-phed  to  you  for  the  means  of  commu- 
nicating to  the  publick  the  theory  of  a 
prrct;  a  fubjeft  which,  except  fome 
ilight  and  tranfient  ftri6lures,  has  been^ 
•hitherto  negle^led  by  thofe  who  were 
bed  quali/iea  to  adorn  it,  either  for 
-want  of  leifure  to  profecute  the  various 
«fcarches  in  which  a  nice  difcuflion 
«nuft  engage  them,  or  becaufe  it  requires 
■fuch  divcrfity  of  knowledge,  and  fuch 
extent  of  cimofity,  as  is  karceiy  to  be 
found  in  any  fingle  inteU^:  or  perhaps 
•others  forelaw  the  tumults  which  would 
he  raifed  againft  them,  and  confined  their 
knowledge  to  their  own  breafts,  and 
abandoned  prejudice  and  folly  to  the 
direflion  of  chance.    ^ 

That  the  profeflTors  of  literature  ge- 
nerally relide  in  the  higheil  ftories,  has  ' 
"been  immemonally  obferved .  The  wif- 
•dom  of  the  ancients  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  inteUe£lual  advantages  of  an 
elevated  fituation :  why  elfe  were  the 
Mufes  ftationed  on  Olympus  or  Par> 
naifus  by  thofe  who  could  with  equal 
right  have  raifed  them  bowers  in  the 
5rale  of  Tempe,  or  erected  their  altars 
among  the  flexures  of  Meander  ?  Why 
^as  Jove  himielf  nurfed  upon  a  moun- 
^n?  or  why  did  the  goddefles,  when 
the  prize  <jf  beauty  was  contefted,  try 
the  cauie  unon  the  top  of  Ida  ?  Such 
were  the  fusions  by  which  the  great 
Tnafters  of  the  earlier  ages  endeavoured 
to  inculcate  to  pofterity  the  importance 
of  a  garret,  which,  though  they  had 
been  longobfcured  by  the  negligence  and 
ignorance  of  fucceedmg  times,  were  well 
enforced  by  the  celebrated  fymbol  of 
Pythagoras  — •  AnfUh  mninmv  rhf  n\«» 
«  wfon^t  -—  when  the  wind  blows, 
*  woHhip  it's  echo/  This  could  not 
but  be  underilood  by  his  difciples  as  an 
inviolable  injun6lion  to  live  in  a  garret, 
which  I  have  found  frequently  vinted  by 
the  echo  and  the  wind.  Nor  was  the 
tradition  wholly  obliterated  in  the  a?e 
*of  Auguftus,  for  Tibullus  evidently 
congratulates  hhnfetf  upon  his  garret, 
.not  without  fome  aHu(ioA  to  the  rytbk- 
gorean  precept— 

:^im  juvat  immties  vintot  auJire  cuhantem 
JSut<t  gel'tdMhybernui  aqtmi  cmmfuderit  muBtTf 


How  fweet  Tn  fleep  to  pais  the  earelefs  hours, 
LuU*d  by  the  beaong  winds  and   daUhbg 
ihow*n ! 

And  it  is  impolHble  not  to  difcover 
the  fondnefs  of  Lucretius,  an  earlier 
wiiter,  for  a  garret,  in  his  dcfcriptioa 
of  the  lofty  towers  of  fercne  learning; 
and  of  the  plcafure  with  which  a  wile 
man  looks  down  upon  theconfufed  and 
erratick  ftate  of  tnc  world  moving  l)e- 
low  him. 

Sed  nil  dvlnui  tfi^  htnt  quam  mmnka  tmtrt 
EditS doElr\n& faf'itntum  temfla  jtrenoy         ^ 
Deffieert  uttdt  queas  attos,  fcjftmque  'aider* 
ErrarCf  ttqut  miam  pahttttts  qtutreri  vitge^ 

~'Tis  fwcet  thy  laboring  ft^ps  to  guide  ^ 
To  virtue's  heights,  with  wifdom  weilfup-  f 

And  all  the  magasinesoflearningfottify'd  :  j 
,  From  thence  to  look  below  on  human  kind, 
BewilderM  in  the  mace  of  life,  and  blind. 

Deybbn* 

The  inftitution  has,  indeed,  conti- 
nued to  our  own  time;  the  ^ret  is  ilill 
the  ufual  leceptacle  of  the  philofopher  and 
poet;  but  this,  like  many  ancient  cuf- 
toms,  is  perpetuated  only  by  an  acci- 
dental imitation,  without  knowledge  of 
the  original  reafon  for  which  it  was  efta* 
blilhed. 

Caufa  latet'y  res  eft  n9tyfiiha* 

The  caule  is  fecret,  but  th*  efic£l  is  known«  ' 
Adpisok* 

Conjeflures  have,  indeed,  been  ad- 
vanced concerning  thcfe  habitations  of 
literature,  b\it  without  much  latisfac- 
tion  to  the  judicious  enquirer.  Some 
have  imagined,  that  the  gEiTct  is  ge- 
nerally chofen  by  the  wits,  as  molt  ca- 
fily  rented ;  and  conchided  that  no  man 
rejoices  in  his  aerial  abode,  but  on  the 
days  of  payment. .  Others  ful'ptfl,  that 
a  garret  is  chiefly  convenient,  as  it  is 
remoter  than  any  other  part  of  thehoufe 
from  the  outer-door  j  wnich  is  often  ob- 
ferved  to  "be  infefted  by  vifitants,  who 
talk  inceflanfly  of  beer,  or  linen,  or  a 
coat,  and  repeat  the  fame  founds  every 
morning,  and  fometimes  again  in  the 
afternoon,  without  any  variation,  eXf 
cept  that  they  grow  daily  more  impor- 
,tunate  and  clamorous,  and  raile  their 
voices  in  time  from  mournful  murmurs 
to  raging  vociferationa.    This  eternal 
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monotony  is  always  deteftahk  to  a  man 
whofe  chief  pleafure  is  to  enlarge  hit 
knowledge,  and  vary  his  ideas.  Others 
talk  of  freedom  from  noife,  and  ab- 
fhra^ion  from  common  balinefs  or  a- 
mufement^s ;  and  fome  yet  more  ri/tona- 
ry ,  tell  us  that  the  faculties  are  enlarged 
by  open  profpe^s,  and  that  the  fancy  is 
more  at  liberty  when  the  eye  ranges 
without  confinement. 

Thefe  conveniencies  may  perhaps  all 
he  found  in  a  well-cholcn  garret;  but 
furcly  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  fuffici- 
entJv  important  to  have  operated  unva- 
Tiably  upon  different  climates,  diftant 
feges,  and  feparate  nations.  Ofanuni- 
verfal  praftice,  there  muft  ftill  be  pre- 
fumed  an  univerfal  caufe,  which,  how- 
ever recondite  and  abftrufe,  may  be  per- 
lups  referved  to  make  me  illuftrious  by 
it's  dilcovcry,  and  you  by  it's  promul- 
gation. 

It  is  univerfally  known  that  the  fa- 
culties of  the  mind  are  invigorated  or 
weakened  by  the  ftate  of  the  body,  and 
that  the  body  is  in  a  great  meafure  regu- 
lated by  the  various  comprcHions  of  the 
ambient  element.  The  effects  of  the 
air  in  the  produftion  or  cure  of  corpo- 
real maladies  have  been  acknowledgcil 
from  the  time  of  Hippocrates ;  but  no 
man  has  yet  fufficiently  confidered  how 
far  it  may  influence  the  operations  of 
the  genius,  though  every  day  affoixls 
inftances  of  local  underftanding,  of  wits 
and  rcafoners,  whole  faculties  are  adapt- 
«d  to  fome  fingle  fpot,  and  who,  when 
they  are  removed  to  any  other  place, 
iink  at  once  into  filence  and  ftupiiiity, 
I  have  dilcovtrcd,  by  a  long  feiies  of  ob- 
fen'ations,  that  invention  and  elocution 
fuffered  great  impediments  from  denlc 
and  impure  vapours,  and  that  the  tenui- 
ty of  a  defecated  air  at  a  proper  diflance 
from  the  furface  of  the-  earth,  accele- 
rates the  fancy,  and  fets  at  liberty  thofc 
inttllc6lual  powers  which  were  before 
fnsckled  by  too  ftrong  attraftion,  and 
vnabic  to  expand  themfelves  under  the 
prcifure  of  a  grofs  atmofphere,  I  have 
found  dulnefs  to  quicken  into  fentiment 
in  a  thin  ether,  as  water,  though  not 
▼ery  hot,  boils  in  a  receiver  partly  ex- 
haufted; and  heads,  in  appearance  empty, 
have  teemed  with  fiotions  upon  rifmg 
ground,  as  the  flaccid  fides  of  a  footbaU 
would  have  fwelled  out  into  Hiffnefs  and 
•xtenfion. 

For  this  reafon  I  never  think  my- 
felf  qi^lified  to  judge  deciiively  of  any 


man's  ^facuitiies,  whom  I  have  only 
known  in  one  degree  of  elevation;  but 
take  Ibme  opoortunity  of  attending  hira 
from  the  ccUar  to  the  garret,  and  try 
upon  him  all  the  various  degrees  of  ra* 
refaction  and  condenlation,  tenfion  and 
laxity.  If  he  is  neither  vivacious  aloft, 
nor  lerious  below,  I  then  cohfuierhim  as 
hopelefs;  but  as  it  feldom  happens,  that 
1  do  not  find  the  temper  to  which  the 
texture  of  his  brain  is  fitted,  I  accommo- 
date him  in  time  with  a  tube  of  merw 
cury,  firft  marking  the  point  mpfl:  fii- 
vourable  to  his  inftlle^s,  according  to 
rules  which  I  have  long  fhidied,  and 
which  I  may,  perhaps,  reveal  to  man- 
kind in  a  complete  ti*eatife  on'  barome* 
trical  pncumatology. 

Another  caufe  of  the  gaiety^  and 
fprightlinefs  of  the  dwellci-s  in  garrets 
is  probably  the  increafc  of  thkt  verti* 
ginous  motion,  with  which  we  are  car- 
ried round  by  the  diurnal  revolution  of 
the  earth.  The  power  of  agitation  upon  . 
the  fpirits  is  well  known*;  every  man  has 
felt  his  heart  lightened  in  a  i*apid  vehicle, 
or  on  a  galloping  horie ;  and  nothing  is 
phiner,  than  that  he  who  towers  to  the 
fifth  Itory  is  whirled  tlwopgh  more 
fpacc  by  every  circumrotation,  than  an- 
other that. grovels  upon  the  giound- 
floor.  The  nations  between  the  tro- 
picks  are  ^nown  to  be  fiery,  inconflantf 
inventive,  and  fanciful ;  becaufe,  liv- 
.  ing  at  the  utmoft  length  of  the  earth's 
diameter,  they  are  caiTied  about  with 
more  fwiftnefs  than  thofe  whom  nature 
has  placed  nearer  to  the  poles ;  and  there* 
foiT.,  as  it  becomes  a  wife  man  to  flrug- 
gle  with  the  inconveniencies  of  his  coun- 
try, whenever  celerity  and  acutenefs 
are  requifite,  we^  muft  afViiate  our  lan- 
guor by  taking  a  few  turns  round  the 
center  m  a  ganret. 

If  you  imagine  that  I  afcribe  to  air 
and  motion  efFefts  which  they  cannot 
produce,  I  dcfu^  you  to  confult  your 
own  memory,  and  confider  whether  yoJt 
have  never  known  a  man  acquire  rcpu- 
tatipn '  in  his  gaiiTt,  which,  when  for- 
tune or  a  patron  had  placed  him  upon 
the  firft  floor,  he  was  unable  to  main* 
tain;  and  who  never  recovered  his  for» 
mer  vigour  of  underfhmdin^  till  he  wa» 
reftored  to  his  original  fituatton.  That  a 
garret  will  make  every  man  a  wit,  |  am 
very  far  from  fuppofing  ;  I  know  there 
are  fome  who  would  continue  block- 
heads even  on  the  fummit  of  the  Andes, 
«r  on  the  peak  of  Tcngr*^*    But  let 
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tk>t  %ny  man  be  confidered  as  xinim- 
provcable  till  this  potent  remedy  has 
been  tried j  for  perhaps  he  was  ix^rroed 
to  be  great  only  in  a  gairet,  as  the  joiner 
of  Aretaeus  was  rational  in  no  other 
place  but  his  own  (hop, 

•  I  think  a  fi-equent  removal  to  various 
diftances  from  the  center,  fo  neceflary 
to  a  juit  ellimate  of  intelle£lual  abili- 
ties, and  confequently  of  fo  great  ule 
in  education,  that  if  I  hoped  that  the 
publick  could  be  perfuadcd  to  £0  expen- 
five  an  experiment,  I  would  piopofe, 
that  there  ihould  be  a  cavern  dugy  and 
a  tower  ere£led,  like  thofe  which  Bacon 
defcribes  in  Soloraon*s  houfe,  for  the 
expaniion  and  concentration  of  under- 
Itanding,  according  to  the  exigence  of 
different  employments,  or  conititutions. 
Perhaps  fome  that  fume  away  in  medi- 
tations upon  time  and  fpace  in  the  tower, 
9iight  compofe  tables  of  intereft  at  a 
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certain  depth  $  and  he  that  upon  kvel 
ground  ftaguates  in  filence,  or  aeeps  ui 
narrative,  might,  at  the  height  01  half 
a  mile,  ferment  into  merrin>ent,  fparkle 
with  repartee,  and  froth  with  declama- 
tion. 

Addifon  obferves,  that  we  may  £nd 
the  heat   of  VirgU*s   climate  in  fomk 
lines  of  his  Georgick :  fo,  when  I-readU 
a  compofition,  I  immediately  detenpine  \ 
the  height  of  the  author*s  habitation.  \ 
As  an  elaborate  performance  is  com*   i 
monly  (aid  to    fnoell  of  the  lamp,  my   \ 
commendation  of  a    noble  tliought,  a    | 
fprightly  fally,  or  a  bold  figure,  is  t«    ; 
pronounce  it  frc(h  from  the  garret;  aa    ♦ 
exprefliion  which  would  break  from  me  / 
upon  the  pcinifal  of  mod  of  your  pa-  ' 
pers,  did  I  not  believe,  that  you  forae* 
tlmes  quit  the  garret,  and  aioend  intm 
the  cock-lofr* 

HVF£]LTATUS» 


N^CXVIII.    SATURDAY,  MAY  4,  1751. 

m      >         OMKlt    IlLACKYMABILSI 
VKGINTUR,    ICNOTiqjIB    LONGA 

MOCT£.  HOR. 

IN  INOltSf  KI6HT  THXT  SLXZP,  VUVflTT,  VNXKOWl^* 


CICERO  has,  with  his  ufual  ele- 
gance and  magnificence  of  language, 
attempted,  in  his  relation  of  the  dream 
of  Scipio,  to  depreciate  thofe  honours 
for  which  he  himfelf  appears  to  have 
panted  with  reftlefs  iblicitude,  by  flicw- 
mg  .within  what  narrow  limits  ail  that 
fame  and  celebrity  v^hich  man  can  hope 
£:om  men  is  circumfcribed. 

*  You  fee,^  fays  Africanus,  pointing 
at  the  earth,  from  the  cclelUal  re^ons, 

*  that  the  globe  adigned  to  the  relnience 
'  and  habitation  of^uman  beings  is  of 

*  fmall  dimenlions :  how  then  can  you 

*  obtain  from  the  praife  of  men  any 

*  glory  worthy  of  a  wilh  ?    Of  this  lit- 

<  tie  world  the  inhabited  parts  are  nei- 

*  ther  numerous  nor  wide;  even  the 
^  fpots  where  men  are  to  be  found  are 
'  broken  by  intervening  dcferts ;  and 

*  the  nations  arefofeparated  as  that  no- 
^  thine;  can  he  tranfmitted  from  one  to 
f  another.  With  the  people  of  thefouth 

<  by  whom  the  oppofite  jwrt  of  the  earth 

<  is  poffcfT^,  you  have  no  intercourfe ; 

*  and  by  how  fm^dl  a  tra£l  do  you  com- 

*  municate  with  the  countries  of  the 
^  oortib  ?  Tb«  toritgry  which  y«u  ia» 
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*  habit  is  no  more  than  a  fcantjr  idzni 

*  inclofed  by  a  fmall  body  of  water,  to 

*  which  you  give  the  name  of  the  Great 

<  Sea  and  the.Atlantick  Ocean.    And. 

*  even  in    this  known  and  frequenteit 

*  contineut,  what  hope  can  you  .enter- 

<  tain,  that  your  renown  will  pafs  the 

*  ftrcam'  of  Ganges,   or  the  cliffs  of 

*  Caucafus  ?  Or  by  whom  will  your 

*  name  be  uttered  in  the  extremities  of 

*  the  north  or  ibujth,  towards  the  rifing 

*  or  the  fetting  fun }  So  narrow  is  tha 
«  fpace  to  which  your  fiimc  can  be  pro- 

<  pagated ;  and  even  there  how  long  will 

*  It  remain  ?' 

He  then  proceeds  to  aifign  natural 
caufes  why  fame  is  not  only  narrow  in 
it*s  extent,  but  (hort  in  it*s  duration  ^ 
he  obferves  the  difference  between  tht 
computation  of  time  in  earth  and  heaven^ 
and  declares,  that  according  to  the  ce. 
leftial  chronology,  no  hunum  honours 
can  M  a  finglc  yeslr. 

Such  are  the  'ol:(je£tions  by  which 
'Tully  has  made  a  fhevr  of  difcouranng 
the  purfuit  of  fame ;  obJ€6lions  which 
fufHciently  difcovcr  his  tenderndt  anj 
regard  iw  his  dading  pbaatom*  'Ho* 


ny^ 


THE    RAMBXER. 


snery  ^when  the  plan  of  his  poem  made 
the  death  of  Patroclut  neceflary)  re- 
ibived,  at  leaft^  thai  be  fhould  die  with 
jionovr}  and  therefore  brought  down 
againft  him  the  patron  god  of  Troy,  and 
Im  to  Heilor  only  the  mean  taflc  df 
^▼ing  the  laft  blovr  to  an  enemy  whom 
3  divine  hahd  had  difabled  from  refift- 
juice.  Thus  Tully  ennobles  fame,  which 
iie  profeflfet  to  degrade,  by  oppofmg  it 
to  cclefttal  happincfs  j  he  confines  not 
it'»  extent  but  by  the  boundaries  of  na- 
ture, nor  contrails  it*s  duration  but  by 
reprefcnting  it  finaH  in  the  eftimation  of 
Superior  beings.  He  Hill  admits  it  the 
liigfaeft  and  nobleft  of  terreftrial  obje£ls, 
and  altedges  littk  more  againft  it,  than 
that  it  is  neitk«:r  without  end,  nor  with- 
out limitt. 

Wbat  might  be  the  effeA  of  thefe  ob- 
ihratiuns  conveyed  in  Ciceronian  elo- 
quence  to  Roman  underfbndings,  can- 
not be  determined  $  but  few  of  thofe  who 
^hall  in  the  nreiimt  age  read  my  humble 
Terfion,  wiH  find  them^ves  much  de- 
firefled  in  their  hopes»  or  retarded  in 
cbcir  dfi£?ns ;  for  I  am  not  inclined- to 

.  MieVe*  that  they  who  among  us  pafs . 
their  lives  in  the  cultivation  of  know- 
ledge, or  acquidtion  of  power,  hav^e 
irery  anxioufly  enquired  what  opinions 
wevail  on  the  further  banks  of  the 
GzDgicSf  or  invigorated-  any  effort  by 
the  dcfire  of  fpreading  their  renown 
amxoig  the  clans  of  Cancafus.  The 
hopes  and  £»»  of  modem  minds  are 
content  to  range  in  a  naiTower  compafs ; 
3  fingle  nation,  and  a  few  years,  have 
generally  fuffident  amplitude  to  ^1  our 
imaginations. 

A  littk  confidcration  will  indeed 
teach  tis,  that  fame  has  other  limits  than 

,  mountains  and  oceans ;  and  that  he  who 
places  happineis  in  the  frequent  repeti^ 
tion  of  his  name,  may  fpend  his  life  in 
iropajgatmg  it,  without  any  danger  of 
wrepmg  for  new  worlds,  or  neceffity  of 
pafmgthe  Atlantick  fea. 

The  numbers  to  whom  any  real  and 
oerceptible  good  jot  evil  can  be  derived 
cy  the  greateft  power,  or  rooft  a6Hvc 
4liIiffence»areinconijderabJe{  and  where 
neither  benefit  nor  mifchief  operate,  the 
4Ns]y  motive  to  the  mention  or  rennem- 
i>rance  of  others  is  curiofity ;  m  paiiioii 
^H^uch,  though  in  feme  degree  univer- 
faily  ailbciated  to  reafon,  is  eaiHy  coh- 
^btedy  overborne,  or  diverted  Tromsny 
particular  objefL 
Amoog  tbt  lower  cIsJbi  of  maoklaci 


there  will  be  found  very  litfle  derircdf 
any  other  knowledge  thaii  what  may 
contribute  immediately  to  the  relief  ox 
feme  prefling  uneafmefs,  or  the  attain-^ 
mentof  fome  near  advantage.  TJieTurks 
are  Paid  to  hear  with  wonder  a  propofal  t« 
walk  out  only  that  they  may  walk  back; 
and  enquire  wlw  any  man  fhonld  laboui*' 
for  nothing;  (o  thofe  wTiofe  condition 
has  always  reftraincd  them  to  the  con- 
templation of  their  own  neceflities,  and 
who  have  been  accultomed  to  look  for- 
ward only  to  a  fmall  difbnce,  will 
fcarcely  underftand,  why  nights  and 
days  fhould  be  fpent  in  midies,  which 
end  in  new  ftudies,  and  which,  accord- 
ing to  Malherbe's  obfervation,  do  not 
tenid  to  lefTen  the  price  of  bread ;  nor 
will  thc-trader  or  manufafturcr  eafily  be 
perfuaded,  that  mruch  pleafure  can  arifb 
from  the  mere  knowledge  of  anions 
performed  in  remote  r^ons,  or  in  dif^ 
tant  times  j  or  that  any  thing  can  deferve 
their  enquiry,  of  whicnN«xi«c  otW  ^U^iptv, 
^)i  Ti  tfym,  we  can  only  hear  the  report, 
but  which  cannot  influence  our  lives  by 
anyconfcqui;nces« 

The  truth  is,  that  very  few  have  lei* 
fure,  from  indifpenfible  bufinefs,  to  em- 
ploy their  thoughts  upon  Barrative  or 
chara6lers ;  and  among  thofe  fo  whom 
fortune  has  given  the  liberty  of  living 
more  by  then:  own  choice,  many  creatt 
to  themfelves  engagements,  b^  the  in- 
dulgence of  fome  petty  ambition,  the 
admiflion  of  fome  infatiable  defire,  or 
the  toleration  of  fome  predominant  paf<> 
fion.  The  man  whole  whole  wiih  is  to 
accumulate  money,  has  no  other  care 
than  to  colle6t  intercfl,  to  eflimate  fe* 
curities,  and  to  engage  for  roort^gess 
the  lover  difdains  to  turn  his  ear  to  any 
other  name  than  that  of  Corinnt;  and 
the  courtier  thinks  the  hour  lofl,  which 
is  not  focnt  tn  promoting  his  interef(, 
and  facilitating  his  advancement.  The 
adventwes  of  valour,  and  the  difco- 
veries  of  fcience,  wiU  fkid  a  cold  recep- 
tion, when  they  arc  obtruded  upon  an 
attention  thus  bufy  with  it*s  favourite 
anmfement,  and  impatient  of  intemip* 
tton  or  diflurbance« 

But  not  only,  fuch  employments  at 
icduce  attention  by  appearances  of  dig- 
nity, or  pixmiiies  of  happinefs,  may  re* 
ftrain  the  mind  from  excurfion  and  en- 
quiry 5  curiofity  may  be  equally  defht>y- 
td  by  lefs  formidable  enemies  5  it  may 
be  diflipated  in  trifles,  or  congealed  by 
ioioicn^.    Thei)>oitiaiaaaBdtheiiian 
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wtinU  have  their  heads  filled  with  a 
lox  or  a  korfe-race,  a  feather  or  a  ball  $ 
and  live  in  ignorance  of  every  thing  be - 
fide,  with  ag.  much  content  as  he  that 
heaps  up  goldy  or  folicits  prcfermenty. 
digs  the  neM)  or  beats  the  anvil  ^  and 
fome  yet  lower  in  the  ranks  of  intelle6l» 
«bieanr  out  their  days  without  .pleaTure 
or  bufinefs,  without  joy  or  fbrrow,  nor 
•ver  rouze  isom  thtur  kthargy  to  hear  or 
think. 

Even  of  thofe  who  have  dedicated 
ihemfelves  to  knowledge,  the  far  greater 
part  have  confined  their  curiofity  to  a 
few  obje^ls,  and  have  very  little  incli- 
nation to  promote  any  fame,  but  that 
which  their  own  ftudies  entitle  them  to 
partake.  The  naturalifl  has  no  deiire 
to  know  the  opinions  or  conjectures  of 
the  philologer ;  the  botanift  looks  upon 
the  aftronomer  as  a  being  unworthy  of 
bis  regard;  the  lawyer  fcarcely  hears  the 
name  of  a  phyficiart  without  contempt  5 
jChd  he  that  is  growing  great  and  happy 
by  eieftrifyipg  a  bottle,  wondei-s  how 
the  world  can  be  engaged  by  trifling 
prattle  about  war  or  peace* 

If,  therefoi-e,  he  that  imagines  the 
world  filled  with  his  a£tions  and  praifes, 
ibaU  fubdu^l  from  the  number  of  hia 


enc^uniaiTs,  aU  thofe  who  are  placed  be^^ 
low  the  flight  of  fame,  and  who  hear 
in  the  vallies  of  life  no  voice  but  tliat; 
of  nece/Rty;  all  thofe  who  imagin« 
tliemfelves- too  important  to  regard  him» 
and  confider  the  mention  of  his  name  a» 
an  ufurpation  of  their  time  i  all  who  af« 
too  much,  or  too  little  pleafed  witb 
themfelves,  to  attend  to  any  thing  ex* 
temal^  all  who  are  attrafted  by  pleaiijrc^  ^ 
or  chained  down  By  pain,^  to  unvarktl  y 
ideaty  all  who  are  withheld  from  at* 
tending  his.  triumph  by  different  pur- 
Aiits ;  and  all  who  flumber  in  univerfal 
negligence^  he  will  f^d  his  renowa 
flraitened  by  nearer  bounds  than  th* 
rocks  of  Caucaftra,  and  perceive  tha»  , 
no  man  can  be  venerable  or  formidablcn 
but  to  a  fmaU  part  of  hit  fcllow-crea-* 
tures. 

That  we  may  not  languifb  in  our  en« 
deavours  after  excellence,  jt  is  n^ctC* 
faij,  that,  as  Africanus  counfeh  hi* 
defcendant— *  we  raife  our  eyes  to  high* 
^  er  profpe6ls,  and  contemplate  oar  ni* 
^  ture  and  eternal  ftate,  without  giving 
'  up  our  hearts  to  the  praife  of  crowds^ 
<  or  fixing  our  hopes  on  fuch  rewards 
*  as  human  power  can  befbw»* 
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TO  THE  RAMBLER* 
III, 

AS,  notwithfbmdhifaD  that  wit,  or 
malice,  or  pride,  oromdence,  will 
l>e  able  to  fuggeft,  men  and  women  mufl 
at  UJk  pafs  their  lives  together,  I  have 
sever  therefore  thought  thoie  writers 
£riends  to  human  happinefs,  who  en- 
deavour to  excite  in  either  fex  a  general 
contempt  or  fu  fpicion  of  the  other.  To 
perfusdtf  them  who  are  entering  the 
work],  and  looking  abroad  for  a  fuit- 
able  ai&ciate,  that  all  are  equally  vici« 
WIS,  orequally  ridiculous)  that  ther- who 
tnift  are  certainly  betrayed,  and  they 
vdvo  efUem  are  always  difappointed  $  is 
fiot  to  awaken  judgment,  but  to  inflame 
teoKrity.  .  Without  hope  there  can  be 
BO  caution.  Thofe  ¥^io  are  convinced, 
that  m  Btaib^  ior  prnfecenct  €«a  bt 


Elbhikstom^ 

&und,  wiH  never  harafs  their  thoughts 
withcU)ubt  and  deliberation;  they  wiU  re- 
iblve^  iince  they  are  doomed  to  raifery, 
that  no  needlefs  anxiety  fhall  difhirb 
their  quiet;  they  will  plunge  at  hazard 
into  ttiet  crowd,  and  fhatch  the  firft 
hand  that  fhall  be  held  toward  them. 

That  the  world  is  overrun  with  vic^ 
cannot  be  denied^  but  vice,  however  pre^ 
dominant,  has  not  yet  gained  an  unlimit- 
ed domimon.  Simple  and  utin^ingled 
good  is  not  in  our  power,  but  we  may 
^eraUy  efcape  a  greater  evil  by  fufler- 
ing  a  lefs  $  and  therefore  thofe  who  un- 
dertake to  initiate  the  young  and  ignorant 
in  the  knowledge  of  Hfc,  (houJd  be  care- 
ful to  inculcate  the  pofHbility  of  virtue 
aoi  happinefs,  and  to  encourage  endea^ 
vours  by  profpe^s  of  fuccefs. 

You»  pccbaps>.  Aa  not  fuTpeft,  that 
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thcfe  are  the  Icmdments  of  one  who  has 
Wn  fubjcft  for  many  ycart  to  all  the 
hardlhips  of  antiquated  virginity }  has 
been  long  accuftomed  to  the  coWnefs  of 
Ik^glefl,  and  the  petulance  of  infult; 
Iti8  been  mortified  in  full  aiTembllcs  by 
enquiries  after  forgotten  faftiions,  games 
long  difufed,  and  wits  and  beauties  of 
mncicnt  renown ;  has  been  invited,  with 
malicious  importunity,  to  the  fecond 
xvedding  of  n\any  acquaintances ;  hat 
1)een  ridiculed  by  two  generations  of  co- 
quet^s  in  whifpers  intended  to  be  heard  s 
and  been  longcbnfidered,  by  the  airy  and 
gay,  as  too  venerable  for  familiarity, 
and  too  wife  for  pleaTure.  It  is  indeed 
natural  for  injury  to  provoke  anger,  and 
by  continual  repetition  to  produce  an 
tabitual  ^fyenty ;  yet  I  have  hitherto 
fh-uggled  with  lo  much  vigilance  againft 
'  ray  pride,  and  my  relcntmcnt,  Uiat  I 
have  prcferved  my  temper  uncorrupted. 
I  have  not  yet  made  it  any  part  ot  my 
employment  to  collect  fentences  againft 
marriage  i  nor  am  inclined  to  leflfen  the 
number  of  the  few  friends  whom  time 
hst%  left  me,  by  obftrufting  that  happi- 
Tiels  which  I  cannot  partake,  and  vent- 
ing ray  vexation  in  cenfures  of  the  for- 
vardnefs  and  indifcretion  of  girls,  ^or 
the  inconftancy,  fafteleffoels,  and  per- 
fidy of  men. 

it  is,  indeed,  not  veiy  difficult  to 
bear  that  condition  to  which  we  are  not 
condemned  by  neceflity,  btit  induced  by 
«blervation  and  choice;  and  therefore 
I,  perhaps,  have  never  yet  tidt  all  the 
nalignity  Nvith  which  a  reproach,  edged 
with  the  appellation  of  old  maid,  fwells 
<bmc  of  thofe  hearts  in  which  it  is  in* 
llxed,  I  was  not  ^ndemned  in  my 
youth  to  folitude,  either  by  indigence 
or  deformity,  nor  paflcd  the  earlier  part 
of  life  without  the  fiatterjr  of  conrtfnipi 
and  the  joys  «f  triumf  h .  I  have  danced 
thennmd  of  gaiety  amidf(  the  murmurs 
af  envyv  and  gramations  of  applaufe ; 
been  attended  from  pleafure  to  pleafure 
by  the  great,  the  fpri^tly,  and  the  Vatn ; 
and  fcen  my  regard  loltcited  by  the  ob- 
fe^uioufncw  of  gallantry,  the  gaiety  of 
wit,  and  the  timidity  of  love.  If,  there- 
fore, I  am  yet  a  flrancrer  to  nuptial  hap- 
^nefs,  1  fiiifer  only  the  confequences  of 
my  own  reiblvcs,  and  can  look  back 
qpon  the  fticceffion  of  lovers,  whole  ad- 
diCflles  (have  reje^cd,  without  grief  ind 
withoat  malice. 

When  my  name  (xrk  began  to  be  in* 
kiSbed  upon  giaffjis,  I  was  hoaowxd 


with  the  amorous  profeflions  of  the  ga^ 
Venufhilus,  a  gentleman  who,  bein^ 
the  only  fon  of  a  wealthy  family,  had 
been  ecfucated  in  all  the  wantonnefs  of 
expence,  and  foftnefs  of  effeminacy* 
He  was  beautiful  in  his  perfon,  and  eaiy 
in  his  addrefs,  and  therefore  foon  g^in* 
ed  upon  my  eye  at  an  age  when  th«' 
fight  is  very  little  over-ruled  by  the  un* 
derftanding.  He  had  not  any  power  in 
himfelf  of  gladdening  or  amufine^ ;  but 
fupplied  his  want  of  converfation  by 
treats  and  diverfions ;  and  his  chief  art 
of  court/hip  was  to  fill  the  mind  of  hit 
mifb-efs  with  parties,  lambles,  mufick» 
and  fhews.  We  were  often  engaged  in 
fhort  excurfions  to  gardens  and  feats^ 
and  I  was  for  a  while  pleafed  with  tb# 
care  which  Venufhilus  difcovered  in  fe« 
curing  me  from  any  appearance  of  dan* 
ger,  or  poflil^iUty  of  mifchancc.  He  ne* 
ver  failed  to  recommend  caution  to  hif 
coaclunan,  or  to  promife  the  waterman 
a  reward  if  he  landed  us  fafe ;  and  aU 
ways  contrived  to  return  by  day-light 
for  tear  of  robbers.  This  extraordina* 
ry  folicitikle  vras  reprefented  for  a  time 
as  the  effeil  of  his  tendemef?  for  me  ; 
but  iiear  is  too  fh*ong  for  continued  by* 
pociify.  I  foon  difcovered,  that  Venu* 
itulus  had  the  cowardice  as  well  as  ele- 
gance of  a  female.  His  imagination  wat 
perpetually  clouded  with  terrors,  and  h» 
could  fcarcely  refrain  from  fcreams  and 
outcries  at  any  accidental  furprife.  He 
durft  not  enter  a  room  if  a  rat  was  heard 
behind  the  wainfcot,  nor  crofs  a  fiekl 
where  the  cattle  were  frifking  in  the  fun- 
ihine ;  the  lead  breeze  that  waved  upoit 
the  river  was  a  florm,  and  every  clamQur 
in  the  Ibxet  was  a  cry  of  fire.  I  have 
feen  hun  Ibfe  his  colour  when  my  fquir« 
rel  had  broke  his  chains  and  was  forced 
to  throw  water  in  his  face  on  the  fuddeir 
entrance  of  a  black  cat.  Compafiioil 
once  obliged  me  to  drive  away  with  ra^ 
fan  a  beetle  that  kept  him  in  diltrefs,  and 
chide  off  a  dog  that  yelped  at  his  heelsy 
to  which  he  would  gladly  have  given  upr 
me  to  facilitate  his  own  efcape.  Wooma 
natuially  expeft  deftlice  and  prote^OA 
firom  a  lover  or  a  hufband,  and  there* 
fore  you  will  not  think  me  culpable  is 
refufine^  a  wretch  who  would  have  bur- 
dened life  with  unneceflary  fearti  and 
flown  to  me  for  that  iuccour  which  it 
vTas  bis  duty  to  have  given. 

Mv  next  lover  was  Pungofk,  the  Gm 
of  a  ftock-jobber,whofe  vifits  mv  firienda» 
by  the  iroportaoity  tf  perfuabon*  pre- 
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falW  tipon  itoi  td  oUdwr.  Fiingo& 
«nM  lio  yfCf  A^tiUe  campftnion  f  for 
l^iriiig  beni  bm  ih  a  coanting-houie, 
lie  fpoke  a  lauiguage  unititdligible  in^ 
imy  lather  place.  He  had  no  defire 
of  any '  reputatioDy  but  that  of  an 
frcute  progpQofticator  of  the  changes  in 
the  f\n)ds  i  nor  had  any.  means  of  raid- 
ing inerrhnenty  but  by  telling  how  fome- 
b^y  was  overreached  in  a  bargain  bv 
his  father.  He  wasi  however^  a  youth 
of  great  Cohrkty  and  prudence,  and  fre- 
t]uently  infbm^  us  how  carefully  he 
would  improve  mv  fortune.  I  was  not 
ah  hafte  to  conclude  the  match,  but  was 
lb  much  awed  by  my  parents,  that  I 
durft  not  difmifs  him»  and  might  per- 
liaps  have  been  doomed  for  ever  to  the 
groffiiefs  of  pedlanr,  and  the  jargon  of 
nfury,  had  not  a  iraud  been  difcovered 
'  Im  the  fettlement,  which  ibt  me  firee  tit)n^ 
the  periecution  of  grovelhig  pride  and 
fccimhrj  impudence. 

I  was  afterwards  fix  months  without 
«ny particular  notice,  but  at  laft  became 
the  idol  of  theglittei'ing  Floiculus,  who 
prefcribed  the  mode  of  embroidery  to 
All  iht  fops  of  hb  time,  and  varied  at 
pleafure  the  cock  of  every  hat,  and  the 
sleeve  of  every  coat,  that  appeared  in 
tafhiofuible  aflemblies.  Floiculus  mad^ 
fome  impreifion  upon  my  heart  by  a 
complunent  which  few  ladled  can  hear 
without  emotion^  he  commended  my 
ikill  in  drefs,  my  judgment  in  fuiting 
•olours,  and  m^  art  in  difpofing  orna- 
ments. But  rlofculus  was  toa  much 
€n|;agcd  by  his  own  elegance,  to  be  Aif- 
fkiently  attentive  to  the  duties  of  a  lovei;, 
TfT  to  pleaie  with  varied  praife  an  ear 
made  delicate  by  riot  of  adulation.  H|e 
ci^e^led  to  be  repaid  part  of  his  tribute, 
>miid  flaid  away  three  days  becaufe  Ji 
negie^led  to  take  notice  of  a  new  coa^. 
2  quickly  found,  that  Flofculus  was 
•'lather  a  rival  than  an  admirer  $  and  that 
we  fhould  probably  live  in  a  perpetual 
firug^e  of  emulous  finerv,  and  fpemi 
•urlives  in  fbatagems  to  be  firfl  in  the 
£Uhion. 

I  had  foon  after  the  honour  at  a  feaft 
^  attra6ling  the  eyes  of  Dentatus,  one 
.«f  thoic  bviBiM  b«iogs  whoi«  only  happ^^ 
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nefsis'todine.  Oentatos  regaled  mo  with 
foreign  varifties,  tolt  me  ft  meuoreo 
that  ne  had  laid  lor'procuni^  the  beft 
cook  in  France,  and  ^ilte^n^me  with 

^ilts  ot  ^e,  prefcrlbcd  the  arrange-^ 
ment  of  dKhes,  and  taught  me  two 
fauces  invented  by  himfelTr  At  lengthy 
fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  human  hap* 
pinefs,  I  declared  my  opinion  too  hafu<* 
ly  upon  a  pie  made  under  his  own  direc- 
tion $  after  which  he  grew  Co  cold  and 
negligent,  that  he  was  eafilydifmiflcd. 

Many  other  lovtrt>  or  pretended 
lovers,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lead  a 

'  while  in  triumph.  But  two  of  them  X 
drove  from  me,  by  difcoverin|r  that  they 
had  no  tafte  or  Knowledge  m  muiick^ 
three  I  difmlfTed,  becaufe  they  were 
drunkards  $  two,  beoaufe  they  paid  theic 
addrefTes  at  the  fkme  time  to  other  ladies  | 
and  fix,  becaufe  they  attempted  to  influ* 
ence  my  choice,  by  bribing  my  maid. 
Two  more  I  di^anlcd  at  the  fecond  vi- 
fit,  for  obfcene  allufions  j  and  five  for 
drollery  on  religion.  In  the  latter  part 
of  my  reigiK  i  fentenced  two  to  perpc^ 
tual  exile,  for  offering  roe  fettlements^ 
by  v^ch  die  children  of  a  form^  mar* 
ria^  would  have  been  injuKd;  four,  for 
repi-elentihg  faliely  the  value  of  their 
eftatesi  thi^  for  concealb^  their  debt); 
and  one  f«>  railing  the  rent  of  a  decrepi^ 
tenant. 

I  have  now  fent  you  anarratlfe,  which 
the  ladies  may  oppofe  to  the  tale  of 
Hymenxus.  I  mea&  not  to  depreciato 
the  iex  which  has  produced  poets  and 
philolbphers,  heroes  and  martyrs  3  but 
will  not  fufier  the  rifm^  genei-adon  of 
beauties  to  be  dde^ed  bjr  partial  fattfet 
or  to  imagine,  that  thoJe  who  cenflired 
them  have  not  likewif*  their  follies,  and 
their  vices.  I  do  not  yet  belieVe  happi* 
nefs  unattainable  in  marriage,  though  X 
have  never  yet  been  able  to  find  a  man 
with  whom  I  could  prudently  venturt 
an  infeparable  union.  It  is  neceffary  to 
txpofh  faults,  that  their  deformity  naf 
be  feen ;  but  the  leproach  ought  not  to 
be  extended  beyond  the  crime,  nor  either 
fex  to  be  condemned,  becaufe  fbme  wo* 
men,  or  mep,  are  indelicate  or  difhonef^. 

I  am,  &C.  THANC^TILLA. 


Mdi  H^Cxt, 
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rf  tlic  ttiffx  of  Jcnghix  Can,  conque- 
ror of  the  caft,  in  the  city  of  Samar« 
fand,  lived  Nouradin  the  tncrchant,  x%- 
liowned  throughovt  all  the  regions  of 
India  for  the  extent  of  his  coaunerce, 
mnd  the  int^tyof  his  dealings.  His 
frareboules  were  filled  with  all  the  com- 
tnodities  of  the  remoteft  nations  i  eveiy 
rarity  of  naUirc^  cvhij  curtofity  of  art| 
whitever  wss  valuable,  ^s4xatever  was 
ultfut,  hafled  to  hii  hand.  The  ftreets 
vvere  crowded  with  his  carriages^  the  fea 
lva«  covered  with  his  flilps  i  the  ftreams 
of  Oxus  wene  wtarl^d  with  conreyaxxce, 
ta>A  tvtry  brct^e  uf  the  fky  wafted  wealth 
to  Kouradin^ 

At  length  Nouodin  felt  himielf  feis- 
ed  with  a  flow  malnily,  which  he  fiift 
endeavoui^  to  d  1  vert  b  y  a  ppUcation»  axid 
afterward*  to  relieve  hy  luxury  and  in- 
dulgtncej  hot  finding  hi*  ftrcngth  every 
day  Icf^^  be  w^  at  hH  terrified,  and 
cafltd  for  help  wpon  the  fapcs  of  ph^ficfcf 
they  filled  his  ap^rtiTientft  with  alexiphar- 
jnicks,  Rtlorative&^and  eflential  virtuei} 
ihe  pearh  of  t}\t  ocean  wtvc  diffolved,  the 
fpice»  of  Arabia  werr  diflilled,  and  all 
the  poweiT  of  nauire  wej  c  employed  to 

five  T^ew  fpiriti  tn  ht«  nerves,  axkl  new 
alfain  to  his  blood.  Nouradin  was^or 
foncic  linjc  amufed  with  promifes,  invi- 
gorated with  coitliab,  or  Ibothed  with 
^uiodyties}  but  the  dtferafe  preyed  upon 
lilt  vitals  J  and  he  foon  difcovered  with 
iadignatlonj  that  healtK  was  not  to  be 
bought.  H^  was  confined  to  his  cham- 
ber, dcftrtcd  bv  bis  pbyficians,  axxl 
rarely  vifited  by  nis  frieiuis}  bat  his  un- 
willingnefs  to  die  flattered  him  long 
With  hpjpfi%  of  life. 

At  lei^h,  having  paffed  the  night 
10  tedious  languor,  he  odled  to  him  AI- 
tilin,  his  only  fon  j  aiki  HLfn^iipng 


Fbancis* 

his  attendant*—*  My  fon,*  fays  he, « bei^ 

<  hold  here  the  weaknefs  axid  trwlitf 
f  of  num  3  look  backward  a  few  days» 

*  thy  father  vtras  great  and  happy,  Mk 

<  as  the  vernal  rofe,  and  ftrong  as  the 

<  cedar  of  the  mountains  the  nations  o^ 

*  Afia  drank  his  dews,  and  art  axKlcom- 

*  merce  delifirhted  m  his  (hade.    Male«> 

*  vplence  beheld  me,  and  fidied— <<  Hit 
«*  root,'*  (he  cried,  "  is  txc^  in  th»\ 
**  depths;  it  is  watered  by  the  fountaina  \ 
'*  of  Ozus  i  it  fends  out  branches  afar*  \ 
**  and  bids  defiance  to  the  ^laft}  pru*  { 
*<  dence  reclines  againil  his  tnwl^  an^  / 
•*  jprofperity  dances  on  hk  tqp."  Ko\i^ 

*  Alxnamoulhi,  look  upon  me  v^therinc 

*  andproilrate|lookuponmesLndattca^ 
«  I  have  trafficked,  I  have  profpcred,  I 

*  have  rioted  in  gain ;  ray  houfe  is  fpkn^ 

*  did,  my  (ervants  are  numerous;  yet  JL 
'  difplaved  only  a  fmall  part  of  my  richesi 

<  the  reit,  which  I  was  hindered  n-omeiw 
«  joyingj  by  the  fear  of  raifing  envy,  of 

*  tetnpting  rapacity,  I  have^pUed  in  tow« 
^  ers,  I  have  buried  in  caverns,!  have  hid* 

*  den  in  fecre^  repofitories,  which  thU 

*  fcroU  will  difcover.   Mypurpofewaa» 

<  after  ten  months  more  fpent  in  com- 

<  merce,  to  have  withdrawn  my  wealth  to^ 

*  a  fafer  countrv;  to  haVe  given  fevea 

*  years  to  delignt  and  feftivity,  and  th« 

*  remaining  part  of  my  days  to  folitude 

<  and  repentance;  but  die  liand  of  Death 

*  is  upon  me;  a  frigorifick  torpor  en-> 

*  croaches  upon  my  veins ;  I  am  now 
«  leaving  the  uroduct  of  my  toil,  which 

*  4t  muft  be  tny  bnfinefs  to  enjoy  with 

*  wifdom,*  The  thought  of  leaving  hit 
wealth  filled  Noui-adin  with  fuch  griei^ 
that  he  fell  into  convulfions,  became  de« 
lirious,  and  expired. 

Almamoulin,  who  loved  his  fathef', 
wn$  touched  a  while  with  boneft  forrow. 
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lie  held  ii  )us  hand.  Re  then  retired  t6 
liS^  oMi  chamber^  as  oi^bonie  with  af- 
Eiaiofly  Ithd  Ihfere  read  the  inventory  of 
his  new  pofk^iMy  which  fWled  his 
lieaft  With  !uth  trahi|k>rts^  that  he  no 
longer  lamented  his  faither^s  death,  tik 
<was  now  (Viffieientlj  compofed  to  otdei: 
«  ftineral  of  ciodeft  trmgfviicet^,  Aiit- 
)Mt  at  tync6  to  the  rank  Of  Nouradin^ 
)^r&MR<m,  and  the  ref^utation  of  his 
%ree^.  Thi  lM>li«tt  iii)e;ht8  hd  fpent 
In  Vifidn?  the  IbWtir  and  the  cavems> 
^nd  femM  thd  tt«df^  Ipreaker  to  his  eyb 
^ah  K>  his  &ta2%{nat%oo. 

AUnamo^in  had  been  hnd  to  th^ 
^rstftice  of  ^aft  fhigis^ity^.and  had  of- 
ten looked  with  enVy  on  this  finery  and 
^xpences  df  other  young  men :  he  there- 
fore believed^  that  happinefs  was  now  in' 
his  power,  fince  he  could  obtain  ill  of 
which  he  had  Kitherto  been  accuftomed 
to  regret  the  want.  He  refolvcd  to  give 
e  loofe  to  his  defires,  to  revel  in  enjoy- 
inent>  and  feel  pain  or  uneafbefs  no 
•niorek  • 

He  immediately  procured  a  iplendid 
equipage,  drefled  nis  fervants  in  rich  em- 
broidery, and  covered  his  hories  with 
golden  capafifoni.  He  Hiowered  down 
nlvcr  on  the  populace,  and  faffered  tbcir 
acclamations  tb  fwell  hin^  with  infolence. 
The  nobles  faw  bim  with  anger,  the 
wiie  men  of  the  ftate  combined  agiinft 
him,  the  leadei^  of  armios  Icbreatened 
his  deibruAion.  AlmamouUn  was  in- 
formed of  his  damrer:  hfc  put  on  the  robe 
of  mourning  in  the  prefence  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  appeared  them  with  gold,  and 
gems,  and  iupplication. 

He  then  fought  to  ftrengthen  himfelf 
'  by  an  alliance  with  the  prmces  of  Tar- 
tary,  and  offered  the  price  of  kingdoms 
for  a  wife  of  noble  birth.  His  Itiit  was 
generally  rejefted,  and  his  pi^fents  re- 
fufed ;  but  a  prmcefs  of  Aitracan  once 
condefcended  to  admit  him  to  her  pre- 
fence. She  received  him  fitting  on  a 
thione,  attired  in  the  robe  of  royalty, 
and  ihining  with  the  jewels  of  Golcon- 

rda  J  command  fparkled  in  her  eyes,  and 
dignity  toWercd  on  her  forehead.  Al- 
mamouHn  approached  <a\d  trembled. 
She  faw  his  confufion,  and  diidained 
him:*-*  How,'   fays  ftie,  •  dares  the 

*  wretch  hope  my  obedience/who  thus 

•  ihrinks  at  my  glance  ?  Retire,  and  en- 
P  Joy  thy  riches  in'  fordid  oftentation  | 


*  thou  waft  bom  tb  be  weedth'yi  but  m. 
«  ver  canft  be  |fireah* 

He  then  contraAed  his  defitva  to  nmp^ 
private  and  dbmeftick  pleafuret.  Ma- 
o^ilt  palaces,  he  lakl  out  gaideas  tat 
changed  tjie.face  of  the  land,  be  tnsS- 
l^nted  foreftS)  he  levelled  motuntsiinSf 
opened  profpefh  into  diftant  itsionsy 
poured  fountains  Irom  the  top  o?  tur* 
ms,  and  rolled  rivers  ditoi^  mm 
channels. 

Theie  amufements  pleaied  himibr  « 
time  I  but  languor  and  wearinefii  ioeti 
invaded  him.  His  bowers  loft  their  frA« 
grance,  and  the  Waters  murmured  with- 
out notice.  He  puichafed  large  trafts 
of  land  in  diftant  provinces^  adonied 
them  with  houies  of  ^eafure^  ind  diver- 
fified  them  with  accommateions  fyc  dif- 
ferent feaibns.  Change  of  place  at  fittt 
relieved  his  fatiety>  but  aU  the  novekite 
of  fituation  were  f<>on,exbaufted|  he 
found  his  heart- vacant,  and  his  ddire^, 
for  want  of  external  objects,  ravagidg 
btmfelf. 

.  He  therefore  return^  to  Samarcand,  « 
and  fet  op«n  his  doors  to  thofe  whom 
idlenefs  fends  out  in  fearch  dF  pleafurt. 
His  tables  were  always  covered  witbde- 
Jicacles;  wines  of  every  vintage  fparkled 
in  his  bowls,  and  his  lamps  fcattered 
perfttmes.    The  ^raad  of  tbe  lute,  and 
tbe  volfe  of  the  finger,  thafed  away  fad- 
nefs  J  eveiy  hour  was  crowded  with  plea- 
fure;  aiid  the  day  «nded  and  began  with 
feafts  and  dances,  and  revehy  and  merrU 
inent)   .AlniainquUn  cried  out-^*  I  have 
at  laft  found  the  ufe  of  riches;  I  am 
furrounded  by  companions,  who  view 
my  greatnefs  without  envy)  and  I  en- 
joy at  once  the  raptures  of  popularity, 
ai)d  the  fafety  of  an  obicure  fbtion* 
What  trouble  can  he  feel,  whom  all 
are  ftudious  to  pleafe,  that  they  may     "^ 
be  repaid  with  pleafure )   What  dan- 
^r  can  he  dread,  to  whom  every  man 
IS  a  friend  ?* 

Such  were  the  thoughts  of  Almamou- 
Im,  as  he  looked  down  from  a  gallcky 
tipon  the  gay  alTembly,  regaling  at  his 
expence ;  but  in  the  mldft  of  this  iblilo- 
quy^  an  officer  of  juftice  entered  the 
houfe,  and  in  the  fbnn  of  legal  citation, 
fumraoned  Alinamoulin  to  appear  before 
the  emperor.  The  guefts  ftood  awli^le 
aghaft,  then  ftole  impeix:eptib]y  ^way, 
and  he  was  led  off  without  a  fingie  voice 
to  witnefs  his  integrity.  He  now  fou|)d 
one  of  his  moft  fr^uent  vifitants  .accu<* 
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ipg  bili|  of  tntTon,  in  h^Ki  of  (baring 
his  confifcatkm ;  yet»  unDatronize^  ^nd 
.unAippoftedy  he  cleared  nimielf  b^  the 
openneft  of  innocence*  and  the  confift- 
:€nce  of  truthf  he  was  dUbifled  with  ho^ 
Hour*  and  his  accuier  periihed  in  prifoa. 
Abnamqulin  now  perceived  with  how 
little  reafon  he  bad  hoped  for  juftice  or 
fidelity  fhim  tboie  who  live  only  to  gra-* 
£fy  their  (enfes ;  and,  being  now  weary 
with  vain  experiments  upon  life  and 
fruitkrs  refearches  after  felicity^  he  had 
recourle  to  a  fage,  who,  after  fpending 
bis  youth  in  travel  and  obfervation»  had 
retired  from  all  human  care$>  to  a  ^all 
balMtation  on  the  banks  of  Qxu8»  where 
he  converied  only  with  fu«h  as  foUcited 
bis  eoun&l.  *  Brother/  (aid  the  philo- 
fibber,  *  thou  haft  fuflbred  thy  reafon 
(  to  be  deluded  by  idle  hopes*  and  falla- 
f  cious  appearances.  Having  long  look- 

<  ed  viath  deiire  upon  ricbesy  thou  hadft 
«  taught  thyfclf  to  think  tbem  more  va- 

*  hiable  tk^m  nature  defigned  them*  and 

<  to  expefl  from  them  what  experience 

*  has  now  taught  thee  that  they  cannot 

*  give.    That  they  do  not  confer  wif- 

*  dom,  thou  mayeft  be  convinced,  by 
^  confidding  at  how  dear  a  price  they 
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<  tempted  thee,  txp&iiAifMke$itflt0' 

*  into  the  world*  to  purchafe  the  empty 

<  (bund  of  vulg^  acclamation*    Tnat 
^  they  cannot  beftow  fortitude  or  ma|« 

*  nanimity*  that  man  may  be  certaiQ 

<  who  ftood  trembling  at  Afhracan*  be*r 
^  fore  a  being  not  naturally  ibperior  tQ 

<  himielf.    That  they  will  not  fupply 

*  unexhaufted  pleafure*  the  recoUettioa 
'  of  fodaken  palaces  and  negle^ed  gar«> 

<  dens  will  oifily  inform  thee*    Xbat 

*  they  rarely  purchafe  friends,  thou  didil 

*  Toon  difcover*  when  thou  wert  left  td 
'  ftand  thy  trial  uncountenanced  and 

<  alone.    Yet  think  not  riches  uieleis| 

<  there  are  purpofes  to  which  a  wif^ 
f  man  be  delisted  to  apply  them;  they 

<  may,  by  a  rational  diftribution  to  tho^ 

<  who  want  them,  ea£s  the  pains  of  helpr- 
«  lefs  difeafe,  ftill  the  throbs  of  reftlefi^ 

*  anxiety,  relieve  innocence  from  op- 

<  predion,  and  raiie  imbecility  to  cheer* 

*  fubcfs  and  vigour.    This  they  will 

*  enable  thee  to  perform,  and  this  will 

*  afford  the  only  happinefs  ordained  for 

<  our  prefent  ftate,  the  coni^ence  of 

<  divine  favour^  and  the  hope  of  fu^mf 

<  rewards.^ 


II^CXXI.    TUESDAY,    MAY  14^    1751, 


•  iMiTAToaxs*  sxavvii  rxcutt 

Hot* 

AWAT*  TX  XMXTAToas*  sxavxLs  naxDl 


I  Have  been  informed  by  a  letter,  fiom 
one  of  the  univerfities*  that  among 
the  youth  fi-om  whom  the  next  fwann 
of  reafoners  is  to  learn  philofophy,  and 
the  iaext  flight  of  beauties  to  hear  elegies 
and  fonnets,  there  arc  many  who,  in- 
flead  of  endeavouring  by  books  and  me- 
ditation to  form  thcu*  own  opinions,  con- 
tent themfclves  with  the  fccondary  know- 
ledge, which  a  convenient  bench  in  a 
eoffee-houfe  can  fupply;  and,  without 
any  examination  or  diltin^llon,  adopt 
the  criticifms  and  remarks  which  hap- 

rto  drop  frora  thofe  who  have  rifpn 
merit  or  fortune  to  reputation  and  • 
tuthorityf 

Thefe  huntblp  retailers  pf  knowledge 
my  correfpondent  fligraatises  with  the 
fiame  of  Echoes;  and  f.  eras  defuous  that 
they  fhould  be  made  a/hamed  of  lazy 
luboiUnon*  aiid  animated  $0  attempts 


El?XllfSTOK« 

after  new  difcoveries*  and  original  ib|« 
timents* 

It  is  very  natural  for  young  men  to 
be  vehement,  acrimonious*  and  fevere. 
For,  as  they  ieldom  comprehend  at  once 
all  the  confecjuences  ot  a  pofition,  or 
peixeive  the  difficulties  by  which  cooler 
and  moi*e  experienced  reafoners  are  re- 
ili-ainedfrom  confidence,  they  form  thqir 
concliiiions  with  great  precipitance.  See^ 
ing  nothing  that  can  darken  or  embar« 
lafs  the  que/tion,  they  expe^  |o  find  theif 
pwn  opinion  univcrfally  prevalent,  and 
are  inclined  to  impute  uncertainty  and 
hefiut^on  towant  of  honefty.rather  than 
of  knowledge.  I  may  perhaps*  ttiere-^ 
fore,  be  reproachctl  by  my  lively  corre- 
fpondent, when  it  (hall  be  found*  tliat  \ 
bave  no  inclination  to  peiiecute  thefe 
collcdors  of  fortuitous  Jcriowlcdge  ^ith 
the  ftverity  required  ;  vet,  as  I  am  how 
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|b  old  t6  be  nmch  pjuned  by  hafty  cen- 
fatty  I  ihall  not  be  ahaid  of  talcing  Into 

Srote£lion  thofe  whom  I  tninlc  con- 
earned  without  a  fuilicient  knowledge 
t^  their  caufe* 

He  that  adopts  the  fentimenti  of  ano* 
'th^9  whom  he  has  reafon  to  believe 
wLTer  than  himlelf,  is  only  to  be  blamed 
when  he  claims  the  honours  which  are 
^ot  due  but  to  the  author,  and  endea- 
vours to  deceive  the  world  into  praife  and 
veneration,  for  to  learn  is  the  proper 
bufinefs  of  youth ;  and  whether  we  in- 
creaie  our  knowledge  by  books  or.  by 
^nverfatiopy  we  aie  equally  indebted 
to  foreign  afliftance. 

The  greater  part  of  ftudents  are  not 
V>ni  with  abilities  to  confbruft  fyftemsy 
or  advance  kijiowledge;  nor  can  have 
any  h6pe  beyond  that  of  becoming  in- 
Ixliigent  hearers  in  the  fchoois  of  art,  of 
being  able  to  comprehend  what  others 
difcov^}  and  to  remember  what  others 
teach.    Even  thofe  to  whom  Providence 
hath  allotted  greater  lirength  of  under- 
.  Aanding>  can  expe6^  only  to  improve  a 
£ng}e  icience.    Jn  every  other  part  of 
.  leamingj  they  muft  be  content  to  fbUow 
.ppinions,   which  thcj  are  not  able  to 
examine  J  ^nd^  even  m  that  which  they 
claim  as  peculiarly  their  own,,  can  fel- 
idom  add  more  than  fpme  fma^  particle 
of  knowledge  to  the  hereditary  ftock  de- 
volved to  them  from  «ncient  tunes,  the 
coUefUve  labom*  of  a  thoufand  intel- 
lefts.        .  .      ^ 

In  icience,  which,  being  fixed  and  11- 
piited,  acfmits  of  no  other  variety  than 
fuch  as  ai'ifes  from  new  methods  of  dif- 
tribution^  or  new  aits  of  illuHration,  the 
necefllty  of  following  the  traces  of  our 
predecelTors  is  indifputably  evident  j  but 
there  appears  no  i-eafon,  why  imagina- 
tion ihould  be  fubje6l  to  the  fame  re- 
ftraint.  It  might  be  conceived,  that  of 
thofe  who  pro&s  to  forfake  the  naiTow 
/^ths  of  truth,  every  one  may  deviate 
towards  a  different  point*  fince  though 
re^itude  is  uniform  and  fixed,  obliquity 
may  be  infinitely  diverilf.edf  The  roacfs 
pf  fipience  are  nairrow,  fo  that  they  wlio 
travel  them  muft  either  follow  or  meet 
pnt  another;  but  in  the  boundlefs  re- 
gions of  poffibility,  which  Fiftion  claims 
tor  her  dominion,  there  are  furely  a  thou- 
iand  receifes  unexplored,  a  thoufand 
powers  unplucked,  a  thoufandfountains 
unexhaufted,  combinations  of  imagery 

Et  unobferved,  and  races  of  ideal  inhar 
taiUs  not  bi(h^o  defcribe4y 
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Yefy  wfaaterer  hope  mtf  periiiade» 
or  rtafon  evince,  expmence  can  b^aft  of 
very  f^-w  ruiditions  to  ancient  fable* 
The  wars  of  Troy,  and  the  travels  of 
yiyifes,  hiive  (vrpifiMd  almbft  all  fuc- 
ceeding  poets  with  incidents,  chara^bn^ 
and  fentunents.  Tbe  Romans  are  con- 
fefftd  to  have  attempteid  little  more  tlun 
to  dilplay  in  theur  own  ton£;ue  the  inven- 
tions of  the  Greeks^  There  is,  in  all 
their  writings,  fuch  a  perpetual  recuff* 
rence  of  allufions  to  the  tales  of  the  fa<- 
bulous  age,  that  they  muit  be  con&fM 
often  to  want  that  power  of  giving  pleai- 
fure  which  novelty  fuppliesj  nor  am 
we  wonder  that  they  excelled  io  much  ifi 
the  graces  of  diftion,  when  we  coniidep 
how  rarely  they  were  employed  in  ieardi 
of  new  thoughts. 

The  warmeft  admirers  of  the  gce^ 

.Mantuan  poet  can  extol  him  fbrlittk 

more  than  the  fklll  with  which  he  ban 

.  by  making  his  hero  both  a  traveller  and 

.  a  warrior,  united  the  beauties  of  the 

Iliad  and  the  OdyfTty  in  one  coropo£* 

tion:    yet  his  judgment  was  pexiiapt 

.  fometimes  overborne  by  his  avarice  cf 

the  Homeric  treafures }  and,  for  fear  cf 

fuffering  a  fparklinff  ornament  to  be  loftf 

.  he  has  inferted  it  v^iere,  it  caimot  ihiae 

with  it's  origmal  fplendor* 

When  Ulyffes  vifited  the  infemal  i^ 
gions,  he  found,  aniong  the  heroes  thit 
perifhed  at  Troy,  his  competitor  AjaXr 
who,  when  the  arms  of  Achilks  wem 
adjudged  to  UlyflTes,  died  by  his  owu 
hand  in  the  madnefs  of  diiappointment* 
He  dill  appeared  to  refent,  as  on  earthy 
his  lofs  and  difgrace.  Ulyffes  endea- 
voured to  pacify  him  with  praifes  and 
fubmiflion ;  but  Ajax  walked  aviray  with- 
out reply.  This  paflage  has  always 
been  confidei'ed  as  eminently  beautiftd$ 
becaufe  Ajax,  the  haujehty  chief,  the 
unlettered  foldier,  of  unmaken  co\u*age» 
of  immoveable  confbncy,  but  without 
the  power  of  recommending  his  own 
virtues  by  eloquence,  or  enforcing  his 
aflfei  tions  by  any  other  argument  than 
the  i'word,  had  no  way  of  making  his 
anger  known  but  by  gloomy  fulleimeis 
and  dumb  ferocity.  His  hatred  of  a 
man  whom  he  conceived  to  have  defeat- 
ed him  only  by  volubility  of  tong^ue^ 
was  therefore  naturally  fhewn  by  fdence 
more  contemptuous  and  piercing  than 
any  words  that  fo  rude  an  orator  could 
have  f9und,  and  by  which  he  gave  his 
enemy  no  opp<*tunity  of  exerting  the 
pnjy  powcf  in  whichi^  was  fuperior. 

■    ^  digitized  by  VjOO      ^      Whea 


»7t 


THft  llAMiL£«; 


ftadesy  he  meets  Dklo  fhe  queen  of  Car-* 
tbage,  whom  hh  perfidy  had  hurried  to 
the  grave ;  he  aK:cofts  her  with  tendemeTs 
imdexculet;  but  the  lady  turns  away 
like  Ajajf  iH  mute  difdatn.  She  turm 
«way  like  Ajax)  hut  ihe  re(emblet  htm 
.  io  none  of  thofe  qualitiet  which  gave 
either  dignity  or  propriety  to  filence. 
fehe  mighty  widioQt  ai^,  departure  from 
^  tienor  of  her  coodufty  hare  burft 
«ut  like  other  inlured  women  into  cla- 
teoftr^  itproach^  and  denunciation  i  but 
'^trpi  had  hit  imafl;ination  full  of  AjaXt 
tnd  therefore  could  not  prev^l  on  him- 
lelf  to  tench  Dido  any  omer  mode  of  re- 
feitntent* 

If  Virgil  could  be  thus  feduced  by 
imitationy  there  will  be  little  hope  that 
■corihnon  wits  IKduld  efcape;  and  ac^ 
cordingly  we  find,  that  behdes  the  uni- 
^nrM  and  acknowledged  rn^ice  of  copy« 
Ing  the  anciehts>  tbore  Ms  prevafled  m 
every  s^  a  particular  4>eciea<^  fiftioh. 
At  one  time  aU  trutb  was  conveyed  in 
ttflcgory;  at  another,  nothing  was  feen 
^t  in  a  vifiofi  {  at  one  p«riod  all  the 
'^Boets  followed  <heep,  and  everyevent  pro- 
duced a  pslbrsl  |  at  another  they  bufied 
thtafnfelvts  wholly  in  giving  dire6Uont 
to  a  painter. 

tt  is  indeed  eafy  to  conceive  why 
^y  fiilhion  fliould  become  ^topular,  hy 
which  idlenefs  i»  favoured,  and  imbe- 
cility afiifled  $  but  furely  no  man  of  ge- 
nius  can  much  applaud  hitafelf  for  re- 
nting a  tale  wim  which  the  audience  it 
«]re«dy  tired,  and  which  could  bring  no 
Imtour  to  any  bnt  it*s  inventor. 

There  are,  I  think,  two  fcheraes  of 
writing,  on  which  the  laborious  wits  of  • 
0)e  prefent  time  employ  their  faculties. 
One  is  Uie  adaptation  of  fenfe  to  all  the 
fhymes  which  our  Unpiage  can  fupply 
to  (bme  word,  that  makes  the  tnirden  of 
iheftanla ;  btit  this,  as  it  has  been  only 
tifcd  in  a  kind  of -amorous  hurlefijucy 
can  fiercely  becenfured  with  much  mcri- 
snony.  'nc  other  is  the  imitation  of 
Spenfer,  which,  by  the  influence  of  fome 
men  of  Icsiming  aiid  genius,  fcems  likely 
to  gain  upoft  the  age,  tod  therefore  de- 
iarves  to  be  mot;e«ttentively  costfider^* 


To  imitate  III*  IHSdnl  ind  kAgi   *^ 
Inents  of  Spenfer  can  incur  no  ren 
ibr  all^;ory  ti  peihapsone  of  themcft^ 

feafing  vehicles  oT  inlbliCtion.  jMt 
am  very  far  from  extrading  theftm^ 
refpdEt  to  his  diftibil  or  his  ilma.  Hit 
ft^te  was.  in  his  owh  time  aHowtd  to  bt 
vicious,  ^  darkened  widi  old  lArords  «h9 
pecuHaritiet  of  phrale,-  and  fb  remolb 
from  common  ufe,  ^t  JohnTob  boldftr 
pronounces  him  /#  have  ^fsmtten  M  M» 
gMAge^  His  ftanta  is  it  once  diUcuk 
and  tmpleafingi  thefixne  to  the  ear  b\r 
it^s  uniformity,  and  to  the  atttQtion  Mr 
it*s  length.  It  was  lit  Mt  formed  m 
imitation  of  the  Italic  poets,  with6ttt 
due  regard  to  tlrt  genius  of  oUr  lai^- 
guage.  The  Italians  havb  little  variety 
of  termhiatton,  add  were  forced  to  con* 
trive  f\ich  a  ftahza  as  might  admit  the 
greateft'numbereffimSar  rhymes;  but 
our  words  end  with  fo  much^diverfity, 
that  it  is  fUdom  convenient  for  us  tb 
bring  more-than  two  of  the  fame  found 
together.  If  it  be  Juftiy  oblerved  by 
Milton,  that  thyme  obliges  poets  to  ex« 
prefs  their  thoi^hts  In  imprdjjer  tentllt 
tHefe  improprieties  muft  always  be  mm- 
tipKed,  as  the  dfficulty  of  irhyme  is  ill* 
crea&d  by  long  concatenations. 

The  imitators  of  Spenfer  ire  inde^ 
not  very  rigid  cenfors  of  themfelvek, 
for  they  Teem  to  conclude,  that  wfaea 
they  have  disfigured  their  lines  with  a 
few  obfolete  fyltoWcs,  they  have  accom- 
plifhed  their  defign,  without  confidering 
that  thejr  ought  not  only  to  admit  old 
vtrords,  out  to  avoid  new.  The  laws 
of  imiution  are  broken  by  every  word 
introduced  fmce  the  time  of  Spenfer,  aa 
the  charafter  of  Hc£tor  is  viohtcd  by 
quoting  Ariftotle  in  the  play.  It  would 
indeed  be  difficult  to  exclude  from  a 
long  poem  all  modem  phrafes,  though 
it  is  eafy  to  f^nkle  it  with  gleanmgs  of 
antiquity.  Perhaps,  however,  the  ft^ 
of  Spehfcr  might  by  lon^  hbour  he 
juftiy  copied ;  hut  life  is  furely  given  iia 
for  higher  purpofes  than  to  gather  what 
our  ancrftors  have  wifely  thrown  away^ 
and  to  kam  what  is  of  no  value,  "but 
becaufe  it  has  been  forgotten. 
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Mm  fBCftV^T  CKARMI  OV|t  KAT&Tt  BAND  ATTftACTt. 


NOTHING  13  more  Aibjea  to 
mlibke  and  difappointment  than 
iUlticif  ated.  judement  coacermne  ,  the 
mneU.or  difficulty  o^aay  uodertaSLin?! 
^hetber  we  fonn  our  pp^^uon  from  the 
^rf<Mna^axice  of  others,  or  ^a;i  abftni6l- 
«i  contemplation  of  toe  t^^  to  be  at- 
C^pted. 

'  wlbatever  it  done  i|^il(ul]lf  i^opcars  to 
lif  donp  with  eafet  and  art,  \vben  it  is 
once  nvaturc^  to  (uDit»  vai\i4«es  firom  ob- 
lerv^^on.  We  are  therefore  more  pcf^irer- 
fnUx  excit^  to  emvilation^  by  thofe  who 
%ve  attained  the  higb^  ^^P^  o£  q^- 
<;^lence»  and  whom  we  can  tl^efore  ^th 
ieaft  reafon  hope  to  equal. 

Ip  adjuftii^  the  prqbability  qf  fqc- 
ij^ts  by  a  previous  coimderation  of  the 
undertaking,  we  are  equally  in  danger 
^  <^ceiving  ourfelves.  It  is  nevereaiy, 
nor  ofi^  pofTiUe,  to  coinprlCe  the  fcriet 
of  any  procefs  with  all  it^s  cii*c\un- 
,ftances»  incidents,  a^  v^atioas,  in  a 
ipteulatlve  fcl^^e.  Ei^perience  fooi^ 
mews  us  the  tprtv^ofittes  of  imaginasy 
K^itude,  the  complications  o|  umpH- 
'city»  and  the  afperitles  of  finoothuefs. 
^i^dden  difficulties  often  {lart  up  from 
pe.ambuibes  of  art,  ftop  the  caieer  of 
aftivity,  reprcls  the  gaiciy  of  confi- 
(ience»  and  when  we  imagine  ouri'elves 
aldioll  at  the  end  of  our  lubourst.  drif  e 
)i5  back  to  new  plans  and  different  mea* 
jures. 

There  are  ^nany  things  which  we  tverf 
day  fee  others  ui^ablc  tq  pcrfomi,  and 
perhaps  have  even  (Mivfelves  mifcarriea 
fn  attemptifig ;  and  yet  can  hardily  allo^f 
to  be  difficmt ;  nor  fan  we  ^r^ear  to 
wonder  afrdh  at  fVfry  pew  failure,  Of 
to  piromife  ceftainty  of  fucceis  to  ouf 
next  eflay;  but  whc^^  we  tiy,  the  fame 
liindrances  recur,  the  fame  inability  is 
perceived,  and  the  vexat^n  ofdiis^ppomtr 
^nent  muft  again  be  fuffcred. 

Of  the  various  kinds  of  Q;>eakix\g  or 
writing,  whicli  fcrve  necciHty,  or  pro- 
mote (ileafure,  none  appears  lo  artleis  or 
caiy  as liifiple narration;  Tor  wliat  (hould 
jnaLe  him  that  knows  the  whole  order 
and  progrefs  of  an  aSair  uuat^e  to  re^ 


late  itl  Yet  we  hourly  Bad  (uch  at  cQ^ 
deavour  to  entertain  or  inftm^i  us  bf 
recitaisy  clouding  the  fa^  which  the/ 
intend  to  illuftrate^  and  lofing  themfdre* 
a^  their  auditors  in  wilds  and  maset* 
in  digreilion  and  confu/ion.  When  w« 
have  con^tulated  ourielvei  upon  a  nevr 
omiortunity  of  o^uiry,  and  newmeanil^ 
oitinformationt  it  often  h^pens»  that 
without  deii^ning  either  deceit  or  con* 
cealment.  withmit  iffnorance  o£the  £i^ 
or  imwillingnds  to  difcloic  it^  tiK  relator 
fills  the  car  with  enapty  founds,  haraill^ 
the  attention  with  truitteft  impatience^ 
and  difturbs  the  imaginaiioo  by'a  tumult 
of  evenu,  without  oraer  of  time*  or  trai^ 
of  coniequeace* 

It  is  natural  to  believe,  imon-the  (amft 
principW,  that  no  writer  nas  a  ^nora  ' 
eafy  talk  than  the  biftorian.  '^ht  ptd* 
lofopher  hu  the  works  of  OronifcieiicQ 
to  examine}  and  it  therefore  ei^^aged  'm 
difquifitiont,  to  w^ich  finite  mtelled^ 
are  utterly  unequal.  The  poet  truft^ 
to  his  invention,  and  it  no^  only  ^  dan- 
ger of  thoie  inconfiftenfieSf  to  which 
every  one  it  expoied  by  deoarture  fron^ 
truth,  but  may  be  cetuured  at  well  6^ 
4eficiencet  of  matter,  as  for  irregularitf 
of  di^cfitMm,  or  impropriety  of  onia* 
{pent.  But  the  happy  hiftorian  l^as  ni 
othejp  labour  than  of  gathering  what 
tradition  pours  dovm  Mtore  him,  or  re* 
cords  treafure  for  his  ufe.  He  l»s  onlp 
the  a^Uont  and  defignt  of  men  like  him- 
felf  to  eonceive  and  to  relate  |  he  is  not 
to  form,  but  copy  chflra£lef|,.and  there^ 
fore  is  not  bkuned  for  the  inconJIlftaicy 
of  ftatcf^neni  tl^  ix^uftice' qt  ^yrantf^ 
or  the  cowaniioe  of  pommandef  a^.  Thf 
fiifficidry  of  making  variety  confiften^ 
fif  uniung  probability  with  ^urpi-i?^ 
needs  .not  to  diftqrb  h^m  j  the  maoneKf 
and  anions  of  his  pedgnages  are  al? 
fquly  fixed ,  his  ma^ials'  azc  provide^ 
9nS  put  into  his  hands^  and  )ie  is  at  lei^ 
fure  to  employ  all  his  powers  Ii)  arrange 
ii^^and  diiplaying  them. 
^  Yet,  even  with  thcfe  advantages,  vcrjf 
few  in  any  age  have  been  able  ^to  rai% 
thcmielves  to  reputati^^n  by  wriui%):iir 
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toriet  ^  iind  amoi^  dke  iimdmerable  au- 
thors, wlio  fill  every  nation  with  ac^ 
counts  of  their  ancaftors,  or  undertake 
to  tranixnit  to  futurity  the  events  of  th^ 
owD^time,  the  gresterparty  wfam  faihion 
afld  novelty  hare  ceaied  to  recommend 
them>  are  of  no  other  ufe  than  chro- 
nological roemoraals,  which  neceffi^ 
nay  fomet^mes  require  to  he  confulted, 
but  which  fright  away  cmiofity,  and 
di%uft  delicacy. 

ft  is  obfervedy  that  our  nation,  ^^uch 
lias  produced  fo  many  authors  eminent 
f>r  almoft  every  other  fpecies  of  literary 
excellence,  has  been  hitherto  remarkably 
barren  of  hifh)ncal  ecnius ;  and  fo  hr 
has  this  defcft raifedprejudices  againft 
lis,  that  fome  have  douoted,  whether  an 
Endiihman  can  {top  at  that  mediocrity 
df  ^le,  or  confine  his  mind  to  that  even 
tenour  of  imagination  which  narrative 
reonires. 

Th^  who  canMicvc  that  nature  ha3 
lb  capricioufly  dtftributed  underftanding, 
liave  furely  no  claim  to  the  honour  of  le- 
lious  con^ation.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  country  have  oppofite  charac- 
ters in  diftcrent  ages ;  the  prevalence  or 
Xieglcft  of  any  particular  ftudv  can  pro- 
ceSl  only  from  the  accidental  influence 
of  fbmc  temporary  caule  5  and  if  we  have 
fiuled  in  hiftory,  we  can  have  failed  only 
becaufe  hiftory  has  not  hitherto  been  di- 
ligently cultivated. 

But  how  is  it  evident,  that  we  have 
not  hiftorians  among  us,  whom  we  may 
▼enture  to  place  in  comparifon  with  any 
that  the  neighbouring  nations  can  pro- 
duce ?  The  attempt  of  Raleigh  is  de- 
Icrvedly  celebrated  for  the  labour  of  his 
refearcnes,  and  the  elegance  of  his  ftyle ; 
but  he  has  endeavoured  to  exert  his  judg- 
ment more  than  his  genius,  to  fc!c6l  fafts, 
rather  than  adorn  them ;  and  has  pro- 
duced an  Hiftorical  dilTcrtation,  but  fel- 
dom  riien  to  the  majefty  of  hiftory. 

The  works  of  Clarendon  deferve  more 
tegard.  His  diftion  is  indeed  neither 
•loft  In  ttfelf,  nor  (Viited  to  the  purpo^ 
.  of  hiftory.  It  is  the  eftulion  of  a  mind 
crowded  vnth  ideas,  and  defirous  of 
imparting  them}  and  therefore  always 
accumumine  words,  and  involving  one 
daufe  and  lentence  in  another.  But 
there  is  in  his  negligence  a  rude  in- 
artificial roajefty,  which,  without  the 
nicety  of  laboured  elegance,  fwells  the 
Bind  by  it's  plcnitiide  and  diiFufion. 
His  namtion  is  not  pernaps  fufficiently 
P/^  bdng.  flopped  tto  frequently  by 


particiAultteit  whldi^  though  tfilj^ 
might  Rrike  the  author  who  was  pre* 
feot  at  the  tranfaftions,  mil  not  equally 
detain  the  attention  of  poOerity.  But 
this  igBoranoe  or  varelemiefs  of^  the  art 
of  writing  is  amply  compcnfated  by 
his  knowledge  of  natnre  and  of  po- 
li€ry,  the  wiMom  of  his  maxims,  iht 
juftnefs  of  his  reafonings,  and  the  va<c 
riety,  diftin6lnefs»  and  ftrength  of  his 
characters. 

But  none  of  our  writers  can.  In  my 
opinion,  juftly  conteft  the  fuperiority  of 
Knolles,  who,  in  his  hiftory  of  the 
Turks,  has  difplayed  all  the  excellencies 
that  narration  can  admit.  His  ftyle^ 
though  fomewhat  obfcured  by  time^ 
and  lometimes  vitiated  by  falfe  wit»  is 
pxire,  nervous,  elevated,  and  clear.  A 
wonderful  multiplicity  </f  events  is  fo 
artfully  arranged,  and  fo  diftinftly  ex* 
plained,  that  each  facilitates  the  know- 
ledge of  the^ext.  Whenever  a  new 
perfooa^  is  introduced,  the  reader  is 
prepared  by  his  charafter  for  his  a6lions  ; 
when  a  nation  is  firft  attacked,  or  city 
bcficged,  he  is  made  acquainted  with  it*s 
hiftory,  or  fituation  j  fo  that  a  great  part 
of  the  world  is  brought  into  view.  The 
defcriptions  of  this  author  are  without 
minutenefs,  and  the  digrcllions  withbut 
oltenution.  Collateral  events  Arc  fo  art-  ^ 
fully  woven  into  the  contexture  of  his  : 
principal  ftory,  that  they  cannot  be  dif-  ; 
joined,  without  leavin?  it  lacerated  ancj/ 
broken .  There  is  nothing  tu^id  in  his 
dignity,  nor  fuperfiuous  in  his  copiouf- 
nefs.  His  orations  only, which  he  reignSf 
like  the  ancient  liiftorians,  to  have  beea 
pronounced  oh  remarkable  occafions,  are 
tedious  and  languid  j  and  fince  they  are 
merely  the  voluntary  fports  of  imagina- 
tion, irove  how  much  the  moft  judicious 
and  (kilfiil  may  be  miftaken,  in  the  cfti- 
mate  of  theii*  own  powers. 

Nothing  could  have  funk  this  author 
in  obfcunty,  but  the  remotenefs  and 
barbarity  of  the  people  whofe  ftoiy  he 
lelates.  It  feldom  happens,  that  all 
circumftances  concur  to  happinefs  or 
fame.  The  nation  which  produced  this 
great  hiftorian  has  the  grief  of  feeing 
hts  genius  employed  upon  a  foreign  and 
uninterefting  fubjeft ;  and  that  writeff 
who  might  have  fecured  perpetuity  to  his 
name,  by  s  hiftory  of  his  own  countiy* 
has  expofed  hinlfdf  to  the  danger  of  ob- 
livion, by  recounting  cnterpriacs  and 
revolutions*  of  widuch  none  defire  to  b^ 
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N'CXXIII.   TUESDAY,  MAY  21,1751. 

ttVO  tIMiL  ItT  XMBUTA  llCfeMff»  tKkYAJZT  ODOHSM 
T'tSTA   DIV*  Hon* 

WHAT  ISAIOM'D  IriRIT  THE  TXIIBL9    KtXf  t    THX  TAITX. 


TO  THE   RAMBLER. 
ill, 

THOUGH  I  hare  fo  long  found 
myfclf  deluded  by  projefts  of  ho- 
nour and  diftinftion,  that  I  often  refolve 
to  admit  them  no  more  into  my  heart  | 
yet  how  determtnatdy  foever  excluded* 
they  always  recover  their  dominion  by 
ferceorfhatagem;  imd  whenever,  after 
the  Ihorteft  relaxation  of  vigilance,  rea- 
Ton  and  caution  return  to  their  charge, 
thev  find  hope  afain  in  pofleflion,  widl 
all  her  train  of  pleafures  dancing  about 
her. 

^  Even  while  I  am  pr«)aring  to  write  a 
hiftory  of  difappointed  expefladons,  I 
cannot  forbcir  to  flatter  my(elf,  that  you 
and  yottr  readers  are  impatient  for  my 
performance  i  axxi  that  the  fons  of  learn- 
ing have  laid  down  fevcral  of  your  late 
papers  with  difcontent,  when  they  fotmd 
that  Milbcapelus  had  delayed  to  con- 
tinue his  narrative. 

But  the  deiire  of  gratifying  the  ex- 
peftations  that  I  have  raifed,  is  not  the 
only  motive  of  this  relation,  which, 
having  once  promifed  it,  I  think  myfelf 
no  longer  at  liberty  to  forbear.  For 
however  I  may  have  wiflicd  to  clear  my- 
fclf from  every  other  adhefion  of  titKW, 
I  hope  I  ihall  be  always  wife  enough  tq 
retain  my  punfhiality,  and  amidft  all 
my  ncw^arts  of  politenefs,  continue  to 
defbife  negligence,  and  deteft  ialfehood. 

when  the  death  of  my  brother  had 
tlifmifled  me  from  the  duties  of  a  (hop, 
I  confidered  myfclf  as  reftored  to  the 
rights  of  my  birth,  and  entitled  to  the 
rank  and  reception  which  my  anceftors 
obtained.  I  was,  however,  embarraf- 
M  with  many  difficulties  at  ray  firft  re- 
entrance  into  the  world  j  for  my  hafte 
to  be  a  gentleman  inclined  me  to  pre- 
cipitate meafures;  and  evi:ry  !icciaent 
that  forced  me  bada  towards  my  old 
ilation  was  conGdered  by  me  as  an  ob- 
ftruflion  ray  happinefs. 

^  It  was  with  no  ccmmort  grief  and  in- 
41  j^nation^  that  I  found  my  foimer  coin- 


CaXxcK* 

psnions  (HU  daring  to  cbdra  my  notice^ 
and  the  journeymen  and  appieitticet 
fometimes  puUinff  me  by  the  lleeve  as  I 
was  walking  in  £e  ftreet,  and  without 
any  terror  of  my  new  fword^  which  wasy 
notwithftanding,  of  an  uncommon  fize, 
inviting  me  to  partake  of  a  bottle  at  the 
oM  houfe,  and  entertalnjng  me  with 
hiftories  of  the  rirls  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. I  had  sdways,  in  my  official 
fbte,  been  kept  in  awe  by  lace  and  em- 
broidery ;  and  imagined  that,  to  fri^t 
away  thefe  unwelcome  Bimiliarities,  no« 
thiiu^  was  neceflary,  but  that  I  fhould^ 
by  fplendor  of  drrts,  proclaim  my  re- 
union with  a  higher  rank.  I  therefore 
fbit  for  my  taybr ;  ordered  a  fuit  with 
twice  the  ufual  Quantity  of  lace ;  and 
that  I  mi^ht  not  let  my  perfecutors  in- 
creafe  their  confidence,  by  the  habit  of 
accofBag  mc»  fbud  at  home  till  it  was 
made. 

This  week  of  confinement  I  pafled  in 
pra6Hfingia  forbidding  fh>wn,  a  finiie  of 
condefcenfion,  a  flight  ihlutation,  and 
an  abrupt  departure }  and  in  four  morn' 
in|[s  was  able  to  turn  upon  ray  heel 
with  fb  much  levity  and  fprightlinefs^ 
that  I  made  no  doubt  of  oifcouraging^ 
all  publick  attempts  upon  my  dignity. 
I  therefore  iflued  fbri:h  m  my  new  coat» 
with  a  refolution  of  dazzling  intimacv 
to  a  fitter  diftance^  and  pleated  ravfelf 
with  the  timidity  and  reverence  wnicli 
I  (hould  imprefs  upon  all  who  had  hi- 
therto prefiiroed  toharafs  me  with  theif 
freedom.  But,  whatever  was  the  caufe» 
I  did  not  find  myfelf  received  with  any 
new  deme  of  refped ;  thofe  whom  I 
intended  to  drive  from  me,  ventured  to 
advance  with  their  ufual  phrafes  of  be- 
nevolence} and  thofe  whofe  acquain- 
tance I  folicited  grew  more  fupercilioua 
and  rcftiTved.  I  began  loon  to  repent 
the  expenee,  by  which  I  had  procured 
no  advantage,  and  to  fufpeft  that  a  fliin^ 
ing  drefs,  like  a  weighty  weapon,  hat 
no  force  in  itfelf,  but  owes  all  It*s  ef- 
ficacy 10  him  that  wears  it«^^i^ 
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Man^  were  the  mortifications  and 
calamities  which  I  was  condemned  to 
fiitfcr  in  my  initiation  to  politencfs.  I 
was  fo  much  tortured  by  the  inceilant 
civilities  of  my  companions,  that  I 
never  paflcd  through  that  reeion  of  the 
city  but  in  a  chair  with  the  curtains 
drawn ;  and  at  laft  left  my  lodgings,  and 
fixed  myl'elf  in  the  verge  of  the  c»iut. 
Here  I  endeavoured  to  be  thought  a 
gentleman  juft  returned  from  his  travels, 
and  was  pleaied  to  have  ray  landlord 
believe,  tnat  I  was  in  fome  danger  from 
importunate  creditors  $  but  this  fchcme 
was  quickly  defeated  by  a  formal  depu- 
tation  lent  to  oflEer  me,  though  I  had 
now  retired  from  bufinefs,  the  freedom 
of  my  company. 

I  was  now  dete^led  in  trade,  and 
therefore  refblved  to  ftay  no  longer,  i 
hired  another  apartment,  and  cnanged 
my  fervants.  Here  I  lived  very  happily 
lor  three  months,  and,  with  fecrct  fa- 
tisfa£lion,  often  overheard  the  family, 
celebrating  the  greatnefs  and  felicity  oif 
the  eicjuire;  though  the  converfation  fel- 
dom  ended  without  fome  complaint  of 
my  covetouihefs,  or  fome  remark  upon 
my  language  or  my  gait.  I  now  be- 
gan to  venture  into  the  publick  walks, 
and  to  know  the  faces'  of  nobles  and 
beauties ;  but  could  not  ohfei've,  with- 
out wonder,  as  I  paffed  by  them,  how 
frequently  they  were  talking  of  a  taylor. 
I  longed,  however,  to  be  admitted  to 
converfation,  and  was  fomev\^at  weary 
of  walking  in  crowds  without  a  com- 
panion, yet  continued  to  come  and  go 
with  the  i-eft,  till  a  lady  whom  I  endea- 
voured to  protefl  in  a  crowded  paflage, 
as  (he  was  about  td^flep  into  her  chariot, 
thanked  me  for  my  civility,  and  told 
me,  that,  as  (he  had  often  diftinfiruilhed 
me  for  my  modeft  and  refpoftfiil  beha-. 
▼iour,  wnenever  I  fet  .up  for  myfelf,  I 
mi^ht  expt^l  to  fee  her  among  my  firft 
cuftoraers. 

Here  was  an  end  of  all  my  ambula- 
tory projcfts.  I  indeed  fometimes  en- 
tered the  walks  again,  but  was  always 
blalled  by  this  dellru6live  lady,  whofe 
mifchievous  generofity  recommended  me 
to  her  acquamfance.  Being  therefore 
forced  to  praftife  my  adfciiltious  cha- 
rafter  upon  another  itige,  I  betook  my- 
felf to  a  coffee -houfe  frequented  by  wits, 
among  whom  I  learned  m  a  (hort  time 
the  cant  of  criticifm,  and  talked  Co 
Uudly  21 A  volubly  of  nature,  and  man- 


ners, a;id  ftntimentf  and  di^Hoo,  umL 
(imilies,  and  contraftt,  and  aftion,  ind 
pronunciation,  that  I  was  pften  defirad 
to  lead  the  hifs  and  clap,  and  was  feared 
and  hated  by  the  players  and  the  poets. 
Many  a  fentence  have  I  hifled  which  I 
did  not  underiland,  and  many  a  groaa 
have  I  uttered  when  the  ladies  were 
weeding  in  the  boxes.  At  lafl  a  malig- 
nant author,  whole  performance  I  iSd 
perfecuted  through  the  nine  nights, 
wrote  an  epigram  upon  Tape  the  critick^ 
which  drove  me  fixmi  the  pit  for  ever* 

My  defire  to  be  a  fine  gentlamui  ftill 
continued:  I  therefore,  after  a  ihort 
fufpence,*chofe  a  new  iet  of  fHends  at 
the  gaming-table,  and  was  for  fome 
time  plealed  with  the  ciiolity  and  open- 
nefs  with  which  I  found  mj^elf  treated. 
I  was  indeed  obliged  to  play;  but  being 
naturally  timorous  and  vigilanty  was 
never  fui-prifed  into  lai^  fums.  What 
mi^ht  have  been  the  confequence  of  long 
familiarity  with  thefe  plimderers,  I  h^ 
not  an  opportunitv  of  knowing;  for 
one  night  the  conftables  entered  and 
feized  us,  and  I  was  once  more  com- 
pelled to  (ink  into  my  former  condition, 
by  fending  for  my  old  mafter  to  atteft 
my  character. 

When  I  was  deliberating  to  what  new 
qualifications  I  fhould  supire,  I  wa» 
lunmioned  into  the  country,  by  an  ac- 
count of  my  father's  death.  Here  I  had 
hones  of  being  able  to  diftinguifh  my- 
felf, and  to  fupport  the  honour  of  my 
family.  I  therefore  bought  guns  and 
horfes ;  and,  contrary  to  the  expe£latioB 
of  the  tenants,  increafed  the  falarv  of 
the  huntfman.  But  when  I  entered  th» 
field,  it  was  foon  difcovered  that  I  was 
not  deftined  to  the  glories  of  the  chace. 
I  was  afraid  of  thorns  in  the  thicket, 
and  of  dirt  in  the  marih  ;  I  (hivered  oa 
the  brink  of  a  river  while  the  fportiman 
crofled  it,  and  trembled  at  the  fight  of  a 
five-bar  gate.  When  the  fport  andl 
danger  were  over,  I  was  ftin  equally 
difcoucerted ;  for  I  was  ef!enunate> 
though  not  delicate,  and  could  only 
join  a  feebj^  whifpering  voice  in  the 
clamours  of^their  triumph. 

A  fall,  by  which  my  nbs  were  broken^ 
foon  recalled  me  to  domeflick  pleafures, 
and  I  exerted  all  my  art  to  obtain  the 
favour  of  the  neighbouring  ladies  ;  bat 
wherever  I  came,  ther^  was  always  fome 
unlucky  converfation  upon  ribbands* 
filkts,  pins,  orthrcadsi  which  drovt  all 
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my  ftock  of  compliments  out  of  mv 
memoiyy  and  overwhelmed  me  witn 
Atme  and  deje^^ion. 

Thus  I  pafled  the  ten  firft  years  after 
the  dtath  of  mv  brother,  in  which  I 
lave  learned  at  fail  to  reprefs  that  am- 
bition which  I  could  never  gratify ;  and, 
iaftead  of  wafti]^  more  of  my  life  in 
vain  endeavours  after  accompiiihments> 


which,  if  not  early  acquired,  no  en- 
deavours can  obtain,  I  fhall  confine 
mv  care  to  thofe  higher  excellencies 
TOich  are  in  every  maii*s  power;  and 
though  I  cannot  enchant  afFe6lion  by 
elegance  and  eafe,  hope  to  fecure  efteem 
by  honefiy  and  truth. 

I  am,  &c. 

MiSOCAPILVS* 


N^CXXIV.   SATURDAY,  MAY  25,  1751. 

■  TACITTM  STLVAS  INTXE  KZFTARX  SALU1RK8, 

•uaANTaM  ^vic^vro  dignum  SArixKTX  BONoqvrxsT* 

Hoa. 

to  rangk  in  tilxncx  through  kach  hxalthfvl  woop, 
and  mv8x  what*s  worthy  of  tkx  wxik  and  good. 

Elphinston. 


TH  E  Colon  of  the  year  is  now  come, 
in  which  the  theatres  are  (hut  and 
the  card -tables  foriaken  j  the  regions  of 
luxury  are  for  a  while  unpeopled,  and 
pleafure  leads  out  her  votaries  to  groves 
and  gardens,  to  iUll  fcenes,  and  erratick 
gratifications.  Thoie  who  have  pafTed 
many  months  in  a  continual  tumult  of 
diveraon ;  who  have  never  opened  their 
tyes  in  the  morning,  but  upon  fome  new 
appointment ;  nor  flept  at  night  without 
a  dream  of  dances,  mufick,  and  good 
hands,  or  of  foft  fighs,  and  humble  lup- 
plications;  muft  now  retire  to  dlftant 
provuices,  where  the  firens  of  flattery  are 
fcarcdy  to  be  heard,  where  beauty  ipai*- 
kles  without  praife  or  envy,  and  wit  is 
rqieated  onlv  by  the  echo. 

As  I  thinfe  it  one  of  the  moft  import- 
ant duties  of  ibcial  benevolence  to  give 
warning  of  the  approach  of  calamity, 
when  by  timely  prevention  it  may  be 
turned  aiide,  or  by  preparatory  meafures 
be  more  eafily  enoured,  I  cannot  feci  the 
ihcreafing  warmth,  or  obferve  the  l$;ngth- 
ening  days,  without  confidering  the  con- 
dition of^  my  ^ir  readers,  who  are  now 
preparing  to  leave  all  that  has  fo  Jong 
tilled  up  their  hours,  all  from  which  they 
have  been  accuftomed  to  hope  for  de- 
light ;  and  who,  till  fafhion  proclaims 
the  liberty  of  returning  to  the  feats  of 
mirth  and  elegauce,  mufl  endure  the 
rugged  (quir^,  the  fober  houfewife,  the 
loud  huntiinan,  or  the  formal  parfon,  the 
rqar  of  obfti'cperous  jollity,  or  the  dul- 
ncfs  of  prudential  inilru^ion  ;  without 
any  retreat,  but  to  the  gloom  of  foiitude, 
where  they  will  yet  find  greater  incon- 
valencies,  and  mufb  learn,  howevtr 
unwillingly,  to  endure  themfclviis. 


In  winter,  the  life  of  the  polite  and 
gay  may  be  faid  to  roll  on  with  a  flrong\ 
and  rapkl  current;  they  float  along  from  } 
pleafure  to  pleafure,  without  the  trouble  / 
of  regulating  their  own  motions,  and ' 
l^urfue  the  courfeof  the  llream  in  all  the 
felicity  of  inattention ;  content  that  they 
find  themfelves  in  progreflion,  and  care- 
IcTs  whither  they  ai-e  going.     But  the  \ 
months  of  fummer  are  a  kind  of  fleeping    • 
itagnation  without  wind  or  tide,  where    ] 
they  are  left  to  force  themfelves  fonvai-d 
by  their  own  labour,  and  to  direft  fheir 
paflage  by  their  own  (kill ;  and  where, 
if  they  have  not  fome  internal  principle 
of  aftivity,  they  muft  be  ftranded  upon 
fhallows,  or  lie  torpid  in  a  perpetual 
cahn. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  to  whom  this 
.univer^  diiiblution  of  gay  focieties  af- 
fords a  welcome  opportimity  ofquitting, 
without  difgrace,  the  poft  which  they 
have  found  themfelves  unable  to  main- 
tain ;  and  of  feeming  to  retreat  only  at 
the  call  of  nature,  from  afTerablieswlKer*, 
after  a  (hort  triumph  of  uncontefted  fu- 
periority,  they  are  overpowered  by  fome 
new  in  truder  of  foftcr  elegance  or  fpnght- 
lier  vivacity.  By  thefc,  hopelefs  of  vic- 
tory, and  yet  afliamed  to  confefs  a  con- 
queft,  the  fummer  is  regarded  as  a  re- 
Icafe  from  the  fatiguing  fervice  of  cele- 
brity, a  difmilHon  to  more  certain  joys 
and  a  fafer  empire.  They  now  folace 
themfelves  with  the  Influence  which  they 
fhall  obtain,  where  they  have  no  rival 
to  fear;  and  with  the  luftre  which  they 
fhall  eflfufe,  when  nothine  can  be  (een 
of  brighter  fplendour.  Tney  imagine, 
while  they  arc  preparing  for  their  jour- 
ney, the  admiration  vwth^  which  the 
N  n^i^y^O^  ruftick. 


THE   SAMBLBK.^ 


a84 

rufficks  will  crowd  about  them ;  plan 
the  laws  of  a  new  afTembly  $  or  contrive 
to  delude  provincial  ignorance  with  a 
fi6litiou8  mode.  A  uiou^d  pieafins 
cxpe6^ation8  fwarm  in  the  fancy  j  and 
all  the  approaching  weeka  are  filled  with 
di(lin6lions»  honours^  and  authority. 

But  othcTi*  who  have  lately  entered 
the  worldt  or  have  yet  had  no  proofs  of 
it's  inconftancy  and  defertion,  are  cut 
off,  by  this  cruel  interruption,  from  the 
enjoyment  of  their  prerogatives,  and 
doomed  to  lofe  four  months  in  ina6iive 
obfcurity*  Many  complaints  do  vexa^ 
tion  and  defire  extort  from  thofe  exiled 
tyrants  of  the  town,  againll  the  inexor- 
able fun,  who  purfues  his  courfe  witli- 
out  any  regard  to  love  or  beauty ;  and 
vifits  either  tropick  at  the  ftated  time, 
whether  ihunned  or  courted,  deprecated 
or  implored. 

To  them  vfho  leave  the  places  of  pub- 
lick  reibrt  in  the  frill  bloom  of  reputa- 
tion, and  withdraw  from  admiration, 
courtfhip,  fubmiifiqn,  and  applaufe,  a 
rural  triumph  can  give  nothing  equiva- 
lent. Thepraift  of  ignorance,  and  the 
jTubjeAion  or  weaknefs,  are  little  regard* 
ed  by  beauties  who  have  been  accuitom- 
cd  to  more  important  conquefts,  and 
mon  valuable  panegyrieks.  Nor  in- 
deed ihould  the  powers  which  have  made 
liavock  in  the  theatres,  or  borne  down 
fivalry  in  courts,  be  d^raded  to  a  mean 
attack  upon  the  untravuled  heir,  or  ig- 
noble conteft  with  the  ruddy  milkmaid. 
•  How  then  muft  four  long  months  be 
worn  away  ?  Four  months,  in  which  there 
vn\l  be  no  routs ,  no  ihews,  no  ridottos ;  in 
v^ich  vifits  muft  be  regulated  by  the  wea- 
ther, and  afl^mblies  will  depend  upon  the 
moon !  The  Platonifts  imagine,  tnat  the 
future  punlihment  of  thofe  who  have  in 
this  life  debafed  their  realbn  by  fubjec- 
tion  to  their  fcnfcs,  and  have  preferred  the 

Cfs  gratifications  of  lewdnefs  and 
ury,  to  the  pure  and  fublime  felicity 
of  virtue  and  contemplation,  will  arife 
from  the  pxipdominance  and  folicitations 
of  the  fame  appetites,  in  a  ftate  which 
can  fumilh  no  means  of  appealing  them. 
I  cannot  but  fufpe6l  that  this  month, 
br'^^ht  wjth  funihme,  and  fragrapt  with 
perfumes;  this  month,  which  covers  the 
meadow  with  veidure,  and  decks  the 

gardens  with  all  the  mixtures  of  colori- 
ck  radiance;  this  month,  from  which 
iht  man  of  fancy  cxpefts  new  infuHons 
of  imagery,  and  the  naturaliil  newfcenes 
of  obfervation ;  this  month  will  chain 
down  multitudes  to  the  Platonick  pe- 


nance of  deiire  without  eijoymcnt,  t»4 
l^irry  them  fix)m  the  high^  fatisfac^ 
tions,  whick  thev  have  yet  learned  to 
conceive,  into  a  tcate  of  hopeleiis  wiihet 
and  pining  recolle^on,  where  the  eyt 
of  vanity  vrill  look  round  for  admira<» 
tion  to  no  purpofe,  and  the  hand  of 
avarice  (huffle  cards  in  a  bower  with 
ineife&ual  dexterity. 

From  the  tedtoufnefs  of  this  melan-r 
choly  (bfpenlion  of  life,  I  would  wil. 
lingfy  preferve  thofe  who  are  esq|x>(ed  to 
it,  only  by  inexperience ;  who  want  not 
iiK^inationtowiTdomorvirtMt,  though 
they  have  been  diflipated  by  negligence, 
or  mifled  by  example  j  and  who  would 
gladly  fina  the  way  to  rational  hap- 
pinefs,  though  it  fhould  '^e  neceflkiy 
to  ftruggle  with  habit,  and  abandcMi 
fafhion.  To  thtfe,  many  arts  of  Q>end- 
ii^  time  might  be  recommended,  whidi ' 
would  neither  iadden  the  prefent  hour 
with  wearinefs,  nor  the  future  with  re- 
pentance. 

It  would  feem  impofTible  to  a  iblttary 
fpeculatifl,  that  a  human  being  can  wane 
employment.  To  be  bom  in  ign^>rance 
with  a  capacity  of  knowledge,  and  to  be 
placed  in  the  midft  of  a  world  filled  with 
variety,  per|>etually  preffing  upon  the 
fenfes  and  irritating  curiofity,  isfurely  a 
fufficient  fecurity  againft  ute  hmguifh- 
ment  of  inattention.  Novelty  is  indeed 
neceflkry  to  preferve  eagemefs  and  ala- 
crity; but  art  and  nature  have  ftores 
ineiuiaufUble  by  human  intelle6h ;  and 
every  moment  produces  fomething  new 
to  him  who  has  quickened  his  faculties 
by  diligent  obfervation. 

Some  (hidies,  (or  which  the  country 
and  the  fummer  afford  peculiar  oppor- 
tunities, I  fhall  perhaps  endeavour  to 
recommend  in  a  future  effay;  but  if 
there  be  any  apprcheniion  not  apt  to  ad* 
mit  tmaccuftomed  ideas;  or  any  atten- 
tion (6  flubbom  and  inflexible,  as  not 
eafily  to  comply  with  new  diref^ions^ 
even  thefe  oblfruHions  cannot  exclude 
the  pleafure  of  application ;  for  there  is  a 
higher  and  nobler  employment,  to  which 
ail  faculties  are  adapted  by  him  who 
gave  them •  The  duties  of  religion ,  fin- 
cercly  and  regularly  performed,  will  al- 
ways be  Aifiicient  to  exalt  the  meaneft» 
and  to  exercife  the  hi^heft,  underftand- 
inc.  That  mind  wilj  never  be  vacant^ 
which  is  frequently  recalled  by  fhited 
duties  to  meditations  on  eternal  inte. 
re(h ;  nor  can  any  hour  be  long,  which  i^ 
fpent  in  obtaining  fome  new  qualiflca^ 
tipn  fpr  cdcdial  happinefs. 
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N*  CXXV.    TUESDAY.   MAY  a$,  175^. 

OX8CftI?XAt  SXKVAftX  TlCXt,  OrXUVM^VX  COtVRXS. 
€V1  XGOy    SX  MXQjyXO  lOMpSOQJtfXy    fOXTA  tAtUTOK  ? 

aVT  ir»  THIOVOH  WXAXNfSSf  OK  MY  WANT  OF  AtTf 
I  CAN*T   TO  XV^KT  DirrXKKNT  StYLX  IMPAXT 
THX  PXOPKft  STXOKXt  AND  C0L0UX8  IT  MAY  CjLAJMy 
WVY  AM  I  HONOVft^O  WITH  A  POXT^S  NA^X  ? 


IT  18  one  of  the  maxima  of  the  civil 
law,  xiizt  defimtions  are  ha%ard$us. 
Things  modified  by  human  underftand- 
ings,  fubjefl  to  varieties  of  complica- 
tion^ ana  changeable  a^  experience  ad- 
vances '  knowlragc>  or  accident  in6u- 
cncei  caprice,  are  fcarcely  to  be  indud- 
cd  in  any  (landing  form  of  expreflion, 
becanie  they  are  always  iuffering  fome 
alteration  <4  their  ftate,  -  Definition  is, 
indeed}  not  the  province  of  man;  every 
thing  is  fet  abcwre  or  below  our  facuU 
ties .  The  works  and  operations  of  na- 
ture are  too  ersat  in  their  extent,  or  too 
niuch  difFufed  in  their  relations,  ajid  the 
perfbi;mances  of  art  too  inconftant  and 
uncertain  to  be  reduced  to  any  deter- 
minate idta.  It  is  unpoifible  to  inuprefs 
upon  our  minds  an  adequate  and  juft  re- 
preientation  of  an  objef^  fi>  great  that 
we  can  never  take  into  oiir  view,  or 
ib  mutable  that  it  is  always  changi|ig 
under  our  eye,  and  hat  already  loft  it*s 
form  while  we  are  labouring  to  conceive 
it. 

Definitions  have  been  no  lefs  difficult 
or  uncertain  in  criticifms  than  in  law. 
Imagination,  a  licentious  and  vagrant 
faculty,  unfufceptible  of  limitations, 
and  impatient  of  reftraint^  has  alwafys 
endeavoived  to  baffle  the  logician,  to 
^4Krplex  the  confines  of  diftinftion,  and 
f^urit  the  inclofures  of  regularity.  There 
^s  therefore  fcarcely  any  fpecies  of  writ- 
Jng,  of  which  we  can  tell  what  is  it's 
e^cnce,  and  what  are  it's  conftituents  \ 
rvcry  new  genius  produces  fome  inno- 
vation, which,  wh^  invented  and  ap- 
proved, fubverts  the  rules  which  the 
praAice  of  forgoing  a^tliors  had  efta- 
blifhed. 

Comedy  has  been  particularlv  na- 
fropitious  to  definers}  for  though  per- 
haps they  mi^ht  properly  have  contented 
themfclvcs  with  declaring  it  to  be  Juch 
a  dramatick  reprefentation  of  human 
life  as  mc^  excite  mrtb,  they  have  em- 
banaifed  their  de&ution  with  the  means 


by  Mdiich  the  comick  writers  attain  thdr 
end,  without  confidering  that  the  vars* 
ous  methods  of  exhilarating  tl^ir  audU 
eiice,  not  bein^  limited  by  mture,  can* 
not  be  compnfed  in  precq>t«  Thusr 
fome  make  comedy  a  reprefentation  off 
mean,  and  others  o^bad  men;  ibme 
think  that  it*s  eflence  confifts  in  the  un-, 
importance,  others  in  the  fi^tioufneft 
of  the  tranfa6lion.  But  any  man*s  i«« 
fle6tion<i  will  ia£om  him,  that  tfveiy  dra- 
matick  compofition  which  raifes  mirth 
IS  comiek ;  and  that,  toraifi  mirth,  it 
is  by  no  means  univerfally  neceflari' 
that  the  perfbn]^;es  fhould  be  either  meair 
or  corrupt,  nor  aJways  requsfite  dut  th^ 
a^ion  ftiould  b^  trivial,  nor  ever  that  it 
fhould  be  fi£litious. 

If  the  two  kinds  of  dramatick  poetry 
had  been  defined  only  bj  their  effe^ 
upon  tb^*  mind,  fome  abfurdities  mi^t 
have  been  preventAt,  with  which  tlMi 
compofitioQS  of  our  greateft  poets  are 
difgxaced,  who,  for  want  of  tome  fet- 
tled ideas  and  accurate  diftin^Uons,  havo 
unhappily  confounded  tragick  widi  co- 
mick icntiments.     They  feon  to  have 
thought,  that  as  the  meannefs  of  per- 
fonages  conftituted  comedy,  their  great- 
nel's  was  fufficient  to  form  a  trage^h^  ^ 
and  that  nothing  was  neceflary  but  tnac 
they  ihould  croud  the  fcene  with  mo- 
naichs,  and  generals,  and  zuards;  and. 
make  them  talk,  at  certam  intervals, 
of  the  downfal  of  kingdoms',  and  the 
rout  of  acrmiei.    They  have  not  con- 
fidered  that  thoughts  or  incidents,  in 
themfelves  ridiculous,  growflill  more 
gtt>tefque  by  the  folenmity  of  fuch  cha- 
raflers ;  that  reafon  and  nature  are  uni- 
form and  inflexible  $  and  that  what,  is 
defpicable  and  abfurd  will  not,  by  any^ 
alTociation  with  fplendid  titles,  become 
rational  or  great  j  that  the  mofl  important 
a^irs,  by  an  intermixture  of  an  un-  ' 
feafonabie   levity,  may  be  made  con- 
temptible j  and  that  the  robes  of  royalty 
can  give  no  di2Tiity  to  uonicnfeortofolly. 
*  Comedy,* 
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«  Cototdy/  %s  Horace,  *  fomctimea 
«  raifes  hgr  voice;'  and  Tragedy  may 
likewiTe  oft  proper  occafions  abatrf  her 
dignity;  but  as  the  comick  perfonagcs 
can  only  depart  from  their  familiarity 
of  ftyle,  when  the  more  violent  paffions 
are  put  in  motion,  the  heroes  and  queens 
of  tragedy  ihould  never  defcend  to  trifle, 
but  m  the  hours  of  cafe  and  inter- 
miifions  of  danger.  Yet  in  the  tragedy 
of  Don  Sebaftuui,.  when  t!ie  king  of 
Portugal  is  In  the  hands  of  his  enemy, 
and  having  juft  drawn  the  lot,  by  which 
ht  is  oonderoned  to  die,  breaks  out  into 
a  wikl  boaft  that  hb  duft  ihall  take 
poffei&>n  of  Afirick,  the  dialogue  pr«. 
cotds  thus  between  the  captive  and  his 
conqueror: 

Muley  Molucb,  What  fliall  I  do  to  con- 
quer  thee  ? 

Seb.    ImpoffiUe ! 
Souls  know  no  coDquerort. 

liL  MoL  rU  (hew  thee  for  a  monfter  duo* 
Sly  Africk* 

Sth»    N09  thou  canft  only  ihew  me fora 
«kaa: 
Afnck  isitoM  vdth  monftenj  man's  a  pro- 

Thy  fubje^  hare  not  feen* 

M,  M9I.    Thou  talk'ft  as  if 
Still  at  the  head  of  battle. 
'■  $ei.     Thou  miftak'ft, 
9or  there  I  would  not  talk^ 

Bnducarf  the  ABntfier*  Sure  he  would 
i«p. 

This  converf&tion,  with  the  fly  re- 
mark of  the  minifter,  can  only  b^^  found 
Adt  to  be  comick,  becaufe  it  wants 
the  probability  necef&ry  t4  reprefenta- 
tidns  of  common  life,  and  degenerates 
too  much  towards  buffoonery  and  &rce. 

The  fame  play  affords  a  (mart  return 
of  the  general  to  the  emperor,  who,  en- 
forcing his  orders  for  the  death  of  8e- 
baftian,  vents  his  impatience  in  this  ab- 
,rupt  threat : 

■  No  more  replies, 

But  ice  thou  do*ft  it:  Or— — 

•  To  which  Dorax  anfwer»—    « 

Choak  in  that  threati  I  can  iay  Or  as 

loud. 

*  A  thoufand  inftances  of  fuch  impro- 
priety might  be  produced,  were  not  one 
fccne  in  Aureng  Zebe  fufficient  to  ex- 
emplify it.  Indamora,.a  captive  queen, 
having  Aureng- Zebe  for  her  lover,  cm- 
ploys  Anmaof,  to  whofe  charge  (he  had 
been  entruftal,  and  whom  ihe  nad  made 


fenfible  of  her  charms,  to  carry  a  mcf'ir 
fiige  to  his  rival. 

Arimant,  w'ub  a  letter  In  b'u  bands  Im- 

DAMOtA. 

Arim,    And  I  the  mefleiiger  to  him  fiom 
you  ? 
Your  empbre  you  to  tyranny  purfue : 
You  by  commands,  both  cruel  and  aojuft^ 
To  fcrvc  my  rival,  and  betray  my  truft. 
/«</.     You  firft  betrayM  your  tnid  in  hw" 
m'g  me: 
And  ihouM  not  I  my  ovrn  advantage  fiee  ? 
Serving  my  love,  you  may  my  fricndikip  gain; 
You  know  die  reft  of  your  pretences  vain. 
You  muft,  my  Arimant,  you  muft  be  kind : 
*Tjs  in  your  nature,  and  your  noble  mind. 
Ar'm»    rU'to  the  king,  and  fliaigfat  my 

truft  refign 
Ind»    Hit  truft  you  may,  but  you  ihall 
never  mine. 
Heaven  made  you  love  me  for  no  odier  end» 
B  ut  to  become  my  confidant  and  friend : 
As  fuch,  I  keep  no  fecret  fium  your  fight. 
And  therefore  make  you  judge  how  ill  I  write  s 
Read  it,  and  tell  me  firecly  dien  your  mind» 
If^tis  indited,  as  I  mean  it,  kind. 

Arim.     J  ajk  not  Heaven  myfrsedem  t§ 
re/hre^  "[Readiag. 

But  mfly  for  ycur  fake        TU  read  no  more* 
And  yet  I  muft     1 

Lefsfw  mj  mvh,  than  for  your  fmrem  Jad^^ 
[Reading. 
Another  line  like  this,  would  make  me  roads 
Heaven  1  (he  goes  on— yet  more— and  yet 
more  kind !  \A»  Readinim 

Each  (ientence  is  a  dagger  to  my  mind. 
See  me  tbh  nigbtm-'^-^  [Reading. 

Tbank  fortune,  v)bo  did fucb  a  friend frovidei 
ForfaitbfuJ  AnvDAntJballbeyour  guide. 
Not  only  to  be  made  an  inftnunent, 
But  pre-engagM  without  my  own  confent! 
Ind,     Unknown  t*  engage  you,  ftill  aug- 
ments my  fcore. 
And  gives  you  fcope  of  meriting  the  more. 

Arim,    The  beft  of  men 
Some  intVcft  in  their  a^ons  muft  confeis ; 
None  merit,  but  in  hope  they  may  pofleis  i 
The  fatal  paper  rather  let  me  tear. 
Than,  like  Belleropbon,  my  own  fentence 
bear. 
Ind*    You  may$  bat  ^twill  not  be  your 
beft  adme : 
'Twill  only  give  me  pains  of  writing  twice* 
You  kno^  you  muft  obey  mc,  foon  or  late  r 
Why  fhould  you  vainly  ftruggk  with  your 
fate  ? 
Arinu  I  thank  thee,  Hcav*ni  thou  haft 
been  wondVous  kind ! 
Why  am  I  thus  to  flavery  defignM, 
And  yet  am  cheated  with  a  Freeborn  mind  ! 
Or  make  thy  orders  with  my  reafon  fuit. 
Or  kt  me  live  by  fenfe,  a  glorious  brute— 
^Sbefrt^m, 
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Ymx&amtif  and  I  obey  widi  (peed»  before  .„ 
Tbat  dreadful  fenCence  comes,  Sti  mt  no 
mtrf. 

In  this  fcenea  every  circumftance  con- 
curs to  turn  tragedy  to  farce.  The'  wild 
abfurdity  of  Ae  expedient;  the  con- 
temptible fubjeftion  of  the  lover }  the 
folly  of  obliging  him  to  read  the  lettery 
only  becaufe  it  ought  to  have  been  con- 
cealed from  himj  the,  frequent  inter- 
ruptions of  amorous  imuatlence;  the 
fiunt  expoftulations  of  a  voluntary  flave ; 
the  imperious  haughtincfi  of  a  tyrant 
without  power  5  the  deep  reflexion  of 
thfi  yielding  rebel  upon  fete  and  freewill; 
and  his  wile  wifh  to  lofe  his  reafon  as 
foon  as  he  finds  himfelf  about  to  do 
what  he  cannot  perfuade  his  reafon  to 
approve,  are  Airely  fufficient  to  awaken 
the  moft  torpid  nhbility. 

There  is  fcarce  a  tragedy  of  the  laft 
century  which  has  not  dcbafcd  it's  moft 
unportant  incidents,  and  polluted  it*6 


mcfr  ierlotts  ^intsdocutions  ndth  buf* 
faonery  and  meanne^ ;  but  though  per* 
Mpsit  cannot  be  pretended  that  Uie  pre« 
fent  age  has  added  jnuch  to  the  force  and 
e$cacy  of  the  drama,  it  has  at  leaft  been 
able  to  ei'cape  many  faults,  which  either 
Ignorance  had  overlooked,  qr  indul* 
fi;ence  had  Hcenied.  The  later  tragedies 
indeed  have  faults  of  another  kind,  per* 
haps  more  deftru6Uve  to  delight,  though 
leis  open  to  cenfure.  Th^  perpetuai 
tumour  of  phraie  with  which  every 
thought  is  now  exprefled  by  every  per- 
fonaee,  the  paucity  of  adventures  whidi 
regularly  admits,  and  the  unvaried 
equality  of  flowing  dialogue,  has  taken 
away  from  our  prefent  writers  almoik 
all  that  dominion  over -the  pafliona 
which  was  the  boaft  of  their  predeceflbrs* 
Yet  they  may  ^t  leaft  claim  this  com- 
mendation, tnat  they  avoid  grofs  faults ^ 
and  that,  if  tliey  cannot  often  mov«  ter- 
ror or  pity,  they  are  always  careful  not 
to  provoke  laughter. 


N"»  CXXVI.    SATURDAY,  JUNE  i,  1751. 

.  — >MIRIL  Z8T  ALIUD  MAGNVM  ^UAM  MVLTA  MXNVTA.       ,.  . 

^  VlT«  AUCT. 

SANDS  FORM  TH£  MOUNTAIH,  MOMENTS  MAKX  TMl  TEAR, 
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AMONG  other  topicks  of  convcr- 
fation  wliich  youi-  papers  fupply, 
I  was  lately  engaged  in  a  di  feu  (Hon  of 
the  charafter  given  by  Tranquil!  a  of 
her  lover  Venuftulus,  .whom,  notwith- 
ibinding  the  fcverity  of  his  miltrcfs,  the 
greater  number  fecmed  inclined  to  ac- 
quit of  unmanly  or  culpable  tinildlty. 

One  of  the  company  remarked,  that 
prudence  ought  to  be  ditUnguilhed  from 
tear;  and,  that  if  Venuftulus was  afraid 
of  no^rnal  adventures,  no  man  who 
confidered  how  much  every  avenue  of 
the  town  was  infefted  with  robbers, 
could  think  \]^m  blamcable;  for  why 
iho\ild  life  be  hazarded  without  profped 
of  tionour  or  advantage  ?  Another  was 
of  opinion,  that  a  brave  man  might  be 
a&aid  of  crofling  the  river  in  the  cahneft 
weather;  and  declared,  that,  for  his 
part,  while  there  were  coaches  and  a 
bridge,  he  would  never  be  f;:en  tottering 
in  a  wooden  cafe,  out  of  which  he  might 
i»e  tiirown  by  any  irregular*  agitation, 


YouKe.' 

or  which  might  be  overfet  by  accident, 
or  n^lieencc,  or  by  the  force  of  a  itid* 
den  gult,  or  the  ru(h  of  a  lai-ger  veifel. 
It  v^as  his  cuftom,  he  faid,  to  keep  the 
iccurity  of  I'ay-light,  and  dry  ground ; 
for  it  was  a  maxmn  with  him,  that  im 
wife  man  evei-  periihed  by  watei'«  or  wat 
loft  in  the  dark. 

The  next  was  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  if  Tranqullla  had  fecn,  like  bim, 
the  cattle  run  roarinor  about  the  mea- 
dows in  the  hot  months,  /he  would  not 
have  thought  meanly  of  her  lover  for 
not  vent\u:mg  his  fafety  among  them* 
His  neighbour  then  told  us,  that  for  his 
part,  he  was  not  aihamed  to  confefs,  that 
he  could  not  fee  a  rat,  though  it  wa» 
dead,  without  palpitation;  that  he  had 
been  driven  fix  times  out  of  his  lodgtnet 
either  by  rats  or  mice ;  and  that  be  al- 
ways had  a  bed  in  t!ie  clofet  for  his  fer- 
vant,  whom  he  called  up  whenever  the 
enemy  was  in  motion.  Another  won- 
dered  that  any  man  Ihould  think  himfelf 
dilgraced  by  a  precipitate  retreat  from  a 
dog;  forthorewas  always  a  poHibility 
that  a  dog  might  be  raac^>andthajt  furely. 
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though  ^k^rt  wss  no  dsnger  btif  of  b€* 
ingbit  hi?  a  fierce  anisialy  there  wat 
incite  ^tnia<m  in  flij^t  than  conteft.  By 
All  theie  dedarations  another  was  en« 
comaged  to  confefny  that  if  he  had  hecn 
admitted  to  the  honour  of  paying' hU 
addrefles  to  Tnnquiihi,  he  moxdd  have 
he6n  likely  to  incur  the  Cmje  ouiJurej 
£>!' among  all  the  animals  upon  which 
nature  ha«  impi-e/Ted  dtfomity  and 
liorror,  there  was  none  whiim  he  durft 
not  encounter  rather  ttein  a  beetle. 

Thus,  Sir,  though  cowardice  is  uni- 
Terfally  defined  to  clofe  and  anxious  an 
■ttcntion  to  peribnal  ikfety,  there  will  be 
feund  fcarcely  any  fear,. however  ex- 
ceffivc  in  it's  degree,  or  unreafonable  in 
it's  objeft,  which  will  be  allowed  to 
charaftcrize  a  cowaid.  Fear  is  a  pafYion 
which  every  man  feels  fo  frequently 
predominant  in  his  own  breaft,  that  lie 
18  unwilling  to  hear  it  cenfuTed  with 
great  afjjerity;  and,  perhaps,  ifwecon* 
jefs  the  truth,  the  fame  reftiaint  which 
would  hinder  a  man  from  declaiming 
againft  the  frauds  of  any  employment . 
among  tborewtiofft-ofers  if,  fhouldwith- 
hold  him  from  treating  fear  with  con- 
tempt among  human  beings. 

Yet  fmcetortitude  is  one  of  thofe  vir- 
tues which  the  condition  of  our  mtture 
makes  hourly  neceffary,  I  think  you 
cannot  better  dire6^  your  admonitions 
dan  againfl  fuperfluous  and  panidc 
tenbrs.  Fear  is  implanted  in  us  as  a 
prefervative  fr*m  evilj  but  it's  duty, 
like  that  of  other  pafTions,  is  not  to  over- 
bear  reafdn,  but  to  afllft  it ;  nor  fhould  it 
ht  MTered  to  tyrannize  in  the  imagina- 
tion, to  raiib  ptiantoms  of  horror,  or  be- 
fet  life  with  fupemumerary  dlfbnefTes. 

To  be  always  afraid  of  lofing  life  is, 
indeed,  fcarcely  to  enjoy  a  life  that  can 
defcrvc  the  care  of  prcfervation.  He 
that  once  indulges  idle  fears  will  never 
be  at  refl.  Our  prefent  (late  admits 
only  a  kind  of  ne^tive  fecurity)  we 
muft  conclude  ourfwves  fafc  when  we 
fee  no  danger,  or  none  adequate  to  our 
powers  of  oppoHtion.  Death  indeed 
continually  hovers  about  us,  but  hovers 
commonly  unfeen,  unlers  wc  fharpen 
our  fight  by  ufelefs  curiofity. 

Tferc  is  always  a  point  at  which  cau- 
tion, however  folicitous,  muft  limit  it's 
prefenratives,  becaufe  one  terror  often 
counterads  another.  I  once  knew  one 
of  thefpeculatifts  of  cowardice,  whole 
reigning  dilhirbance  was  the  dread  of 
houfe-breakers.    Hit  enquiries  w«re  for 


nne  ytars  entployefl  upon  ttte  inA  me« 
thod  of  banrmg  a  winoow,  or  a  door  j 
and  many  an  hour  baa  he  fpent  in  efta- 
fclifhing  the  preference  of  a  bolt  to  a 
lock.  He  had  at  laft,  by  the  daily  Cut 
peradditloQof  new  expedienu,  contrived- 
^  door  which  could  never  be  forced;  for 
one  bar  was  fecured  by  another  with 
fuch  intricacy  of  fubordinatFon,  that  he 
was  himfelf  not  always  able  to  difen- 
gage  them  in  the  proper  method.  He 
was  happy  in  this  fortification,  till  be- 
ing afked  how  he  would  efcape  if  he  was 
threatened  by  fiie,  he  difcovered,  tha( 
with  all  his  care  and  expence^  he  had 
only  been  ai&iling  his  own  defhnftion* 
He  then  immediately  tore  off  his  bolts^ 
and  now  leaves  at  night  his  outer-door 
half-locked,  that  he  may  not  by  his  own 
folly  peri/h  in  the  flames. 

There  is  onie  fpecies  of  ttiror  which 
thofe  who  are  \mwilling  to  fuffer  the  re- 
proach of  cowardice  have  wifely  digni- 
fied with  the  name  of  antipathy.  A  man 
who  talks  with  intrepidity  ot  the  mon- 
f^ers  of  the.wildcmefs  whue^<^  are  out 
of  fight,  will  readily  confefs  his  antifa* 
thy  to  a  mole,  a  weafel,  or  afrM;.  He 
has  indeed  no  dread  of  harm  m>m  an 
\nCc€t  or  worm,  bin:  his  antipatby  tuhis 
hip  pale  whenever  they  approach  him* 
He  believes  that  a  boat  will  tianfport 
him  with  as  much  fafety  as  his  neigh- 
bours, bi)t  he  cannot  conquer  his  antu 
path  to  the  water.  Thus  he  goes  on 
without  any  reproach  from  his  own  re- 
flections, and  every  day  multiplies  antU' 
patbifs,  till  he  becomes  contemptible  to 
others,  and  burthcnfome  to  himfelf. 

It  is  indeed  certain,  that  imprefliont 
of  dread  may  fometiraes  be  unluckily 
made  by  objefts  not  in  thcmfelves  juflly 
formidable  j  but  when  fear  is  difcover- 
ed  to  be  gi-oundlefs,  it  is  to  be  eradi* 
cated  like  other  falfe  opinions,  and  an* 
tipathses  are  generally  fuperable  by  a 
fingle  effort.  He  that  has  been  taught 
to  fliudder  at  a  moufe,  if  he  can  per- 
fuade  himfelf  to  rifque  one  encotmter» 
will  find  his  own  fupcriority,  and  ex- 
change his  terrors  for  the  pride  of  con* 
quefl.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Thraso. 


A  S  you  profefs  to  extend  your  regard 
^^  to  the  minutcnefs  of  decency,  at 
well  as  to  the  dignity  of  fcience,  I  can- 
not forbear  to  lay  before  you  a  mode  of 
perfecution  by  which  I  have  been  exiled 
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terred  ^'om  catering  the  doort  of  m^ 

Among  the  lac(k$  who  pteftfe  thtii^ 
fchrcs  wiSi  "^lendid  ftimiture,  or  elegant 
entertaittmcnty  it  i»  a  practice  yery  confi- 
i]ion>  to  a&  every  giieft  how  he  Ukfi* 
the  carved  work  of  the  c(Jtnict,  or  the 
figures  of  the  tapeftry;  the  china  at  this 
taS^ky  or  the  plate  on  the  fide-boaitl| 
and  on  all  occaidons  to  enquire  his  opi- 
nion of  their  judgment  and  their  choice, 
Mclania  has  kid  her  new  watch  in  the 
%nndow  nineteen  times,  that  (he  may 
ddire  me  to  look  upon  it.  Califta  has 
^  art  of  dropping  her  fnuff-box  by 
drawine  out  her  handkerdbiefy  that  when 
I  pick  It  up  I  may  admire  it ;  and  Ful- 
pentia  has  conduced  me,  by  mifbke, 
into  die  wrong  room,  at  every  vifit  I 
have  paid  fince  her  pi^ure  was  put  into 
ft  new  frame* 

1  hqjc,  Mr.  RamMer,  you  will  in- 
fopn  them,  t)iat  no  man  mould  be  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  filcnce,  or  tortur- 
ed to  fatfe  dedarations :  and  that  though 
ladies  may  jnftly  claim  to  be  exempt 
£rom  rudeikfs,  they  have  no  rirfit  to 
force  unwilling  civilities.  To  pleaie  it 
a  laudable  and  eles;ant  ambition,  and  is. 
properly  rewardea  with  honeft  praifej 
but  to  teize  applaule  by  violence,  and  call 
out  for  commendation,  without  know- 
ing, or  cayingno  know,  whether  k  be 
given  from  convi£kion,  is  a  fpecies  of 
tyranny  by  whidi  modefty  is  opprcfled, 
and  fincenty  corrupted.  The  tribute 
of  admiration,  thus  exa^Ved  by  impu- 
dence  and  importunity,  differs  from  the 
'refpe^^  paid  to  filent  merit,  as  the  plunder 
of  a  pirate  finom  the  merchant*s  profit. 
I  am.  Sec, 

MisbcoLAXi 


VOUR  great  prcJcccflor,  the  Spcc- 
■^  tator,  endeavoured  to  diffufe  among 
his  female  readers  adedre  of  knowledge; 
nor  can  I  charge  you,  though  you  do 
Diot  ieem  equally  attentive  to  the  ladiesr^ 
with  endeavouring  to  difcourage  theqi 
from  anv  laudable  purfuit.  But  how- 
ever eitner  he  or  ypu  may  excite  ouj: 
cunoiity,  you  have  not  yet  informed  u^ 
how  it  may  be  gratified.  The  worl^ 
feems  to  have  formed  an  univerlkl  con- 
fpiracy  againft  our  underfhmdings ;  oi|C 
queflions  are  fuppofed  not  to  expert  an« 
fwers,  our  arguments  are  confoted  wiui 
a  jeft,'  and  we  are  treated  like  beings 
vho  tranigrefs  the  limits  of  our  nature 
whenever  we  afpire  to  ferioulhefs  or  im^- 
provement. 

I  enquired  yefterday  of  a  ^entlemafi 
eminent  for  aftronomical  ikdl,  what 
made  the  day  long  in  fummer,  and  fhoct 
in  winter ; .  and  was  told  that  natiure  pro- 
trailed  the  days'  in  fummer,  left  ladi^ 
(hould  want  tune  to  walk  in  the  parks 
aod  the  nights  in  winter,  left  they  inoula 
not  have  hours  fufficient  to  fpeiul  at  the 
card-taUe. 

I  hope  you  do  not  doubt  but  I  heanl 
fuch  inlbrmation  with  juft  contempt,  and 
t  defire  you  to  difcover  to  this  great  ma* 
fter  of  ridicule,  that  I  was  far  mm  want- 
ing any  intelligence  which  he  could  have 
given  me.  I  aiked  the  queflion  with  no 
other  intention  than  to  fet  him  free  firom 
the  necefTity  of  filence,  and  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  minrfin?  on  equal  terraa 
with  a  polite aftembly,  from  which,  how- 
ever uneafy,  he  could  not  then  efcape,  by 
a  kind  introduction  of  the  only  fubjeCl  on 
which  I  believed  him  able  to  fpeak  with 
propriety.    I  am,  &c. 

Gbkbrosa* 
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Ovi9« 

SVCCtXDINO  TXAftt  THY  XAftLT  TAUT.  DXtTftOT  ^ 
THOtf,  WHO  BEOAM'ST  A  MAN,  WILT  XND  A  BOY. 

POLITIAN,  a  name  eminent  a-  ^  pofcd.  He  might  defign  by  this  infor- 
mong  the  rcftorers  of  polite  litpra-  mation,  cither  to  boatt  the  early  matu- 
ture,  when  he  publiihed  a  colleftion  of  rity  of  hlg  genius,  or  to  conciliate  in- 
epigrams,  prefixed  to  many  of  them  the  dulgence  to  the  puerility  of  his'  perform- 
ytu  of  his  age  at  which  they  yr^r^  coin-    anccj,     But  whatever  was  his  intent, 
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It  18  remarked  bv  ScaUger,  that  h^  very 
little  promoted  nis  owrn  reputatioDy  1»e- 
eaufe  ne  fell  below  the  promife  which  his 
firlt  produ£lions  had  given,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  feldom  equalled  the 
rallies  of  his  youth. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  thofe  who  at 
their  firft  entrance  into  the  world  were 
diftins^iihed  for  attainments  or  abilities, 
to  difappoint  the  hopes  which  they  had 
raifed,  and  to  end  in  negle£l  and  obfcu- 
ri^  that  life  which  they  began  in  cele- 
l)rity  and  honour.  To  the  long  cata- 
logue of  the  inconvcniencies  of  old  age, 
which  moi-al  and  fatirical  writers  have 
fo  coploufly  difplayed,  may  be  often 
added  the  lofs  of  fame. 
'  The  advance  of  the  human  mind  to- 
wards any  objefl  of  laudable  purfuit» 
may  be  compared  to  the  progrefs  of  a 
body  driven  bya  blow.  It  moves  for 
a  time  with  great  velocity  and  vigour, 
but  the  force  of  the  firft  impulfe  is  per- 
petually decreafing,  and  though  it  ihould 
encounter  no  obftacle  capabwfof  quell- 
ing it  by  a  fudden  ftop,  tne  reflftance  of 
the  medium  through  which  it  paflfes,  and 
the  latent  inequalities  of  the  fmootheft 
furface,  will,  in  a  fhort  time,  by  conti- 
nued retardation,  wholly  over-power  it. 
Some  hindrances  will  be  found  in  every 
road  of  life,  but  he  that  fixes  his  eyes 
upon  any  thing  at  a di (lance,  necefTaiily 
kfes  fight  of  dl  that  fills  up  the  inter- 
mediate fpace,  and  therefore  fets  forward 
with  abcrity  and  confidence,  nor  fufpefts 
a  thoufand  obftacles  by  which  he  after* 
wards  finds  his  paifage  embarrafTed  and 
^bftruSed.  Some  are  indeed  ilopt  at 
once  in  their  carcci-  by  a  fudden  fhock  of 
calamity,  or  diverted  to  a  different  di- 
rection by  the  crufs  impulfe  of  fome 
violent  paflion  j  but  far  the  greater  part 
tanguifli  by  flow  decrees,  deviate  at  firft 
into  flight  obliquities,  and  themfelves 
fcarcely  perceive  at  what  time  their  ar- 
dour roiibok  them,  or  when  tlicy  loft 
fight  of  their  original  defign. 

Wearincls  and  ntglieence  are  perpe- 
tually prevailing  by  filent  encroach- 
ments, aHided  by  different  caufea,  and 
not  obfci-vcd  till  they  cannot,  without 
great  difficulty,  be  oppofed.  Labour 
ncce{T:irIly  requires  paufcs  of  eafc  and 
relaxation,  and  the  deKcioniriers  of  cale 
commonly  makes  us  unwilling  to  return 
to  labour.  Wc,  perhaps,  pi*cvail  upon 
ourfelvcs  to  renew  our  attempts,  but 
^igcrly  liftcn  to  every  argument  for  fi-e- 
^uent  inttrptrtitions  of  ainufcmcntj  for 


.wben  indolciicf  h»  ooce  eatiral  wfm 
the  mind,  it  can  fcarcdy  be  difpoilefl^ 
but  by  fuch  eflForts  as  very  few  are  wil- 
ling to  exert. 

It  is  the  fate  of  induftry  to  ht  equally 
endangered  by  mifcarriage  and  fuccefs, 
by  confidence  and  defpondency.     He 
that  encases  in  a  great  undertakings 
with  a  falfe  opinion  of  it*s  facility,  or 
too  high  conceptions  of  his  own  fh-ength^ 
is  eaiuy  difcouraged  by  the  firft  hin- 
dj'ance  of  his  advances,  becaufe  he  had 
promifed  himfelf  an  equal  and  perpetual 
progreffion  without  impediment  or  dii^ 
turbance)  when  unexpe^ed  interrup- 
tions break  in  upon  him,  he  is  in  the^ 
Ihte  of  a  man  furprifed  by  a  tempeft,  \ 
where  he  purpofed  only  to  balk  in  ti^   - 
Cahn,  or  fport  in  the  fballows. 

It  is  not  only  common  to  find  .the  dif- 
ficulty of  an  enterpiize  greater,  but  the 
profit  lefs,  than  nope  had  pi^ured  it. 
Youth  enters  the  world  with  very  hap- 
py pr^udices  in  her  own  faiTour.    Sne 
imagines  herfelf  not  only  certain  of  ac-  ^ 
complifhing  every  adventure,  but  of  ob- 
taining thofe  rewards  which  the  acc<mv-     1 
plifhment  may  defei*ve.     Sht  is   not     \ 
eafily  perfuaded  to  believe  that  the  force 
of  merit  can  be  refitted  by  obftinacy  and 
avarice,  or  it*s  Tuibre  darkened  by  envy 
and  malignity.     She  has  not  yet  learn- 
ed that  the  moft  evident  claims  to  praife 
or  preferment  may  be  reje^ed  by  ma- 
lice againft  conviction,  or  by  indolence 
without  examination  J  that  they  may 
be  fbmetimes  defeated  by  artifices,  and     | 
fometimes  overborne  by  clamour  ^  that     \ 
in  the  mingled  numbers  of  manlfindy 
many  need  no  other  provocation  to  en- 
mity than  that  they  find  thonfelves     i 
exccUed  $  that  others  have  ceafed  their 
cnriofity,  and  confider  every  man  who 
fills  the  mouth  of  report  with  a  new 
name,  as  an  intrude  upon  their  retreat* 
and  a  difturber  of  their  repofe ;  that  fbme 
are  engaged  in  complications  of  intereft 
which  they  imagine  endangered  by  every 
innovation ;  thiu  many  yield  thfi^felves 
up  implicitly  to  every  report  which  ha- 
tred diifeminates  or  fiolly  fcatters  i  and 
that  whoever  afpires  to  the  notice  of  the 
publick,  has  in  almoft  every  man  an  ene- 
my and  a  rival  $  and  muft  ftrugglc  witk 
the  oppofition  of  the  daring,  and  elude 
the  ftratagems  of  the  timorous,   muft       , 
quicken  the  frigid  and  foften  the  obdu-  •    j 
rate,  muft  reclaim  perverfenefs  and  in-    _^J 
form  ftupidit)'.  '"" 

It  is  MO  woiidcr  that  when  the  pro- 
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fpefl  of  nward  liat  TanUhed,  the  zeal 
•f  enterprlze  (hould  ceafe;  for  who 
would  perfevere  to  cukhmte  the  foil 

/  Which  he  has,  after  long  labour,  difco- 
▼ered  to  be  barren  ?  He  who  hath  pleaf- 
ed  himielf  with  anticipated  praifbs,  and 
cxpefbd  diat  he  (hould  meet  in  evenr 
place  with  patronage  or  friendihip,  will 
loon  remit  his  vicour,  when  he  finds 
that  from  thofe  vrtio  defire  to  be  con- 
iidexsd  as  his  admirers  nothing  can  be 
hoped  but  cold  civilit]^^  and  tmit  many 
rehife  to  own  his  excdlence,  left  they 
ihoxild  be  too  juftly  eiqic^ed  to  reward  it . 

/*  A  man,  thus  cut  oflf  from  the  nio- 
fpe£l  of  that  port  to  which  his  adareis 
and  fortitude  had  been  employed  to 
Heer  him,  often  abandons  himfelf  to 
chance  and  to  the  wind,  and  glides  care- 
iefs  and  idle  down  the  current  of  life, 
without  reiblution  to  make  another  ef- 
fort, tiU  he  is  fwallowtd  up  by  the  gulph 
of  mortality. 

Others  are  betrayed  to  the  fame  dc- 
fertion  of  themfehrcs  by  a  contrary  fal- 
lacy. It  was  faid  of  Hannibal,  tnat  he 
wanted  nothing  to  the  completion  of  his 
martial  virtues,  but  that  when  he  had 
gained  a  vi£lory  he  (hould  know  how  to 
ufe  it.  The  folly  of  deiifting  too  foon 
^rom  fuccefsful  labours,  and  the  hade 
©f  enjoying  advantages  before  they  are 
feciuvd,  is  often  fatsu  to  men  of  impe- 
tuous defire,  to  men  whoie  confciouf- 
jicfs^f  uflcommon  powers  fills  them 
with  prefumption,  and  who  having  borne 
oppontion  d<^n  before  them,  and  left 
emulation  panting  behind,  are  early  per- 
fuaded  to  imagine  that  they  have  reached 
the  heights  of  perfc^ion,  and  that  now, 
being  no  longer  in  danger  from  compe- 
titors, they  may  pafs  the  reft  of  their 
days  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  acquiii- 
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tions,  in  contemplation  of  their  own 
iuperiority,  and  in  attention  to  thdr  own 
pcuifes,  and*  look  unconcerned  from  their 
eminence  upon  the  toils  and  conten* 
tions  of  meaner  beings. 

It  is  not  fufficiently  confidered  In  the 
hour  of  exultation,  that  all  human  ex- 
cellence is  comparative  $  that  no  man 
perfonns  much  but  in  proportion  to  what 
others  a<jcomplifh,  or  to  the  time  and 
opportunities  which  have  been  allowed 
him  i  and  that  he  who  flops  at  any  point 
of  excellence  is  every.-day  finkmg  in 
eftimation,  becaufe  his  improvement 
grows  continually  mor&incommenfurate 
•  to  his  life.  Yet,  as  no  man  willingly 
quits  opinions  favourable  to  himfelfythey 
who  Kave  once  been  juftlyr  cdebratecC 
imaj^ne  that  they  ftill  have  the  fame  pre- 
tentions to  regard,  and  feldom  perceive 
the  diminution  of  their  character  while 
there  is  time  to  recovei-  it.  Nothing 
then  remains  but  murmurs  and  remorfe  |> 
for  if  the  fpendthrift's  poverty  be  cmbit* 
tered  by  the  refie<5lion  that  he  once  was 
rich,  Kowmuft  the  idler^s  obfcurity  be 
clouded  by  i^emembering  that  he  once 
hadluHre! 

Xhefe  errors  all  arife  from  an  ori^nal 
miftake  of  the  true  motives  of  a&on. 
He  that  never  extends  his  view  beyond 
the  oraifes  or  rewards  of  men,  will  h% 
dejected  by  neglefl  and  envy,  or  infatu- 
ated by  honours  and  applaufe.  But  the 
confideration  that  life  is  only  depofited 
in  his  hands  to  be  employed  in  obedience- 
to  a  mailer  who  will  regaM  his  endea« 
vours,  not  his  fuccefs,  would  have  pre*. 
Psrved  him  from  trivial  elations  and  dif* 
couragements,  and  enabled  him  to  pro- 
ceed with  conftancy  and  cheerfulnels* 
neither  enervated  by  commendation,  nor 
intimidated  by  cenfure* 


Qqz 
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Cv\  c>'^vf T,  tfr*  Alaxiia  ««^  IIvXl?^ 

CZrt  trkfamHrn 

%iL^ti*  "Kiyvtrai  vi  fA^l  0(6retf 

^X*^  PXMD* 

Torn  NOT  THB  Bit  ATI,  6ft  WtSB»  Oft  CftBATy 
X'EB  TBT  bad  HAPP1NBS8  COMPLBTE  } 
MOB  BBLBVS,    OftAMBtON  OP  THB  tKTy 
•      KOB  CADMVt,    tCAP*»  TUB  SHAPTt  OP  PAIN> 
790VGH  PAVOVft*P  BY  THB  POW*Bt  ON  HIBHy 
WITH  BTBBT  BLISS  THAT  MAM  CAN  GAIN* 


THE  writert  who  have  undertajLen 
the  tsUk  of  reconciiinff  mankiiid 
to  their  prefent  ftate>  and  reueving  the 
difcontent  produced  by  the  various  dif- 
tribution  ot  terreftrial  ^dvaotaget,  fire^  ' 
quently  remind  us  that  we  judge  too 
hailily  of  good  and  evil,  that  we  view 
only  the  luperficies  of  life>  and  deter- 
mine of  the  whole  by  a  very  0nall  part  ^ 
and  that  in  the  conaition  <x  men  it  fre^ 
quentlv  happens,  that  grief  and  an^ 
.  xiety  lie  hid  under  the  golden  robes  of 
proiperity,  and  the  gloom  of  calamity 
IS  cheered  by  fecret  radiations  of  hope 
jand  c<»nfort;  as  in  the  works  of  nature 
'^  the  bog  is  fometimes  covered  with  flow- 
ers, and  the  mine  concealed  in  the  bar- 
wm  crags. 

.  None  but  thofe  who  have  learned  the 
art  of  I'ubje^ing  their  fenfes  as  well  as 
reaibn  to  hypothetical  fyftemt>  can  be 
perfuaded  by  the  moA  fpecious  rhetof'i- 
cian  that  the  lots  of  life  are  equal ;  yet 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  every  one  ha* 
his  peculiar  plcafunes  and  vexations, 
that  external  accidents  operate  variouily. 
upon  different  minds,  and  that  no  man 
can  cxa6lly  jiulgc  from  his  own  fcnfa- 
tions,  what  another  would  feel  in  the 
(ame  circum (lances. 

If  the  general  difpofition  of  things  be 
eftimated  by  the  rcprefcntation  which 
every  one  makes  of  his  own  ftate,  the 
wcrid  njult  be  confidcred  as  the  abode 
of  forrow  and  milcry  j  for  how  few  can 
forbear  to  relate  thciV  troubles  and  their 
diftreflcs  ?  If  we  judge  by  the  account 
U'hich  maybe  obtained  of  cveiy  man's 
fortune  from  others,  It  may  be  conclud- 
ed, that  we  are  all  placed  in  an  El^'ilan 
region,  overfprcad  with  the  luxuriance 
ofplenty,  and  fanned  by  the  breezes 
of  felicity  i  fince  fcarcejy  any  complaint 


is  uttered  without  ceniiire  from  tKoif 
that  bear  it,  and  afanoil  all  are  allowed 
to  have  obtained  a  provision  at  leafl  ade^* 
quate  to  their  virtue  or  their  underftand.* 
ing,  to  poffeis  either  more  than  they  de* 
ferve  or  more  than  they  enjoy- 

We  are  either  bom  with  iuch  diflimi<» 
litude  of  temper  and  inclination,  or  re* 
ceive  fo  many  of  our  ideas  and  opinione 
from  the  fUte  of  life  in  which  we  are  en-» 
gaged,  that  the  griefs  and  cares  ofxone 
part  of  mankind  feem  to  the  other  hypo- 
crify,  folly,  and  affe^lation.  Every  ^tsJk 
of  fociety  has  it's  cant  of  iamentatioOy 
which  is  underftood  or  regarded  by  none 
but  themfelves;  and  every  part  <}(  Itfb 
has  it*s  uneafinefles,  which  thofe  who 
do  not  feel  them  will  not  comamiierate. 
All  event  which  fpreads  diftra^ioif  ovci; 
half  the  commercial  world,  aifembka 
the  trading  companies  in  councils  and 
committees,  and  (hakes  the  nerves  of 
a  thouismd  (bckjobbers,  is  read  b^  the 
landlord  and  the  farmer  with  frigid  in.» 
difference.  An  affair  of  love,  which 
fills  the  youngf  breall  with  inccflant  al-« 
temations  of  liope  and  fear,  and  fleais 
away  the  night  and  day  from  every 
other  pleafure  or  employment,  is  re* 
garded  by  them  whofe  palfions  time  has 
extinguifhed,  as  an  amufement  which 
can  properly  raifc  neither  joy  nor  forrow, 
and  t  hough  it  mav  be  fuffered  to  fill  the 
vacuity  of  an  idle  moment,  fhould  al- 
ways give  way  to  prudence  or  interefl. 

He  tl>at  n«:ver  had  any  other  defire 
than  to  fill  a  chcft  with  money,  or  to  add 
another  manour  to  his  eftate,  who  never 
grieved  but  at  a  bad  mortgage,  or  enter- 
ed a  company  but  to  make  a  bars:ain» 
would  be  altonifhed  to  hear  of  bemgs, 
known  among  the  polite  and  gay  by  the 
denomination  of  wits.  ^41ow  would  he 
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ftpe  ¥ridi  ciiriofity,  or  grin  with  con- 
tempt»  at  the  mention  of  beings  who 
have  no  wiih  h^t  to  ffcak  what  wat 
never  ipoken  before;  who,  if  they  hap- 
pen to  inherit  wealthy  often  exbauft  their 
ptrimoniet  in  treating  thofe  who  wiU 
hear  them  talk;  and  a  they  are  po<n'> 
neglefb  oroortuoities  of  improving  their 
fortunes  tor  the  pleafure  of  making 
others  laugh!  How  flowly  would  m 
believe  thgt  there  are  men  who  would 
.  rather  lofe  a  l^cy  than  the  reputation 
of  a  diiUch ;  i^o  think  it  lefs  difgrace 
to  want  money  than  repartee ;  whom 
the  yexadon  of  having  been  foiled  in  a 
contcft  of  raillerv  is  fom^times  fuSicient 
to  deprive  of  fleep;  and  who  would 
elbttn  It  a  lighter  evil  to  mils  a  profit* 
able  baxgain  by  fomc  accidental  delay, 
than  not  to  have  thought  of  a  finart  reply 
till  the  time  of  producing  it  was  patt  ? 
How  little  would  he  fulpc^  that  tliis 
child  of  idleneis  and  frolick  enters  every 
aflcmbly  with  a  beating  bofom,  like  a 
Utigant  on  the  day  of  deciiion,  and  re- 
volves the  probability  of  S4>plaufe  with 
•-the  anxiety  of  a  conipirator  whofe  ^te 
V^lepends  u^n  the  next  night;  and  at 
the  hour  of  retirement  he  carries  home, 
under  a  ihew  of  airy  negligence,  a  heart 
£i.cerated  with  envy,  or  deprefTed  with 
diiappointment ;  and  immures  himielf 
in  his  clofet,  that  be  may  dliencumber  his 
xpemory  at  lei  lore,  review  the  progrels 
of  the  day,  ftate  with  accuracy  his  lofs 
or  gain  of  reputation,  and  examine  the 
^uies  of  his  failure  or  fuccefs  ? 

Yet  more  remote  from  common  con. 
ceptions  are  the  numerous  and  reftkfs 
anxieties,  by  which  female  happinels  is 
particularly  diftuibed.  A  folitary  phi- 
lofopher  would  imajg;ine  ladles  bom 
with  an  exemption  from  care  and  for- 
row,  lulled  in  perpetual  quiet,  and  feaft- 
fd  with  unmingled  pleafure ;  for  what 
can  interrupt  the  content  of  thofe  upon 
whom  one  age  has  laboured  after  ano- 
ther to  confer  honours,  and  accumu- 
late immunities;  thofe  to  whom  rude- 
nefs  is  infamy,  and  infuh  is  cowardice ; 
whofe  eye  commands  the  brave,  and 
whofe  fmiles  foften  the  fevere ;  whom  th^ 
iailor  travels  to  adorn,  the  Ibldier  bleeds 
to  defend,  and  the  poet  wears  out  life  to 
celebrate ;  who  claun  tribute  from  every 
art  and  fcience,  and  for  whom  all  who 
approach  them  endeavoui*  to  muhtply  de- 


lights, without  requiring  from  them  any 
return  but  willingnefs  to  be  plea^  ? 

Surely,  among  thefe  farottriees  of  na« 
ture,  thus  unacquainted  with  toil  and 
danger)  felicity  muft  have  fixed  her  refi* 
dence ;  they  ooiaft  know  oniv  the  changes 
ofmore  vii^ or  more  gcntM  joys;  their 
life  muft  alwayf  move  either  to  the  (low 
or  fprighdy  mcbdy  of  the  tyre  of  glad* 
nefs;  they  can  never  affemble  but  to 
pleaAire,  or  retire  but  to  peace. 

Such  woidd  be  the  thou^ts  of  every 
man  who  Ihould  hover  at  a  diftance 
round  the  world,  and  know  it  only  bj^ 
conje6hire  and  fjpeculation.  But  experi- 
ence will  foon  difcover  how  eafdy  thof© 
are  difgufted  who  have  been  made  nice 
by  plenty,  and  tender  by  indulgences 
He  will  foon  fee  to  how  many  dangers 
power  is  expoied  which  has  ne  oO)er 
guard  than  youth  and  beautv,  and  how 
ealiiy  that  tranquillitv  is  molcfted  which 
can  only  be  imootheci  with  the  fongs  of 
flattery.  It  is  imnoflible  to  fupply  wants 
as  fail  as  an  idle  imagination  mav  be 
able  to  form  them,  or  to  remove  sdl  iu- 
convcnleucies  by  which  elegance  refined 
into  impatience  may  be  offended.  None 
are  fo  hard  to  pleale  as  thofe  whom  fa- 
tiety  of  pleafure  makes  weary  of  them* 
felves ;  nor  any  fo  readily  provoked,  a* 
thofe  who  have  been  always  courted 
with  an  emulation  of  civility. 

There  are  indeed  fome  ibrokes  which 
the  envy  of  fate  aims  immediately  at 
the  fair.  The  raiilrefs  of  Catullus  wept 
for  her  fparrow  many  centuries  ago, 
and  lap-dogs  will  be  Ibmetimes  fick  iu 
the  prefent  age.  The  mpft  falhionablq 
brocade  is  fubje^l  to  flains ;  a  pinner, 
the  pride  of  Bruffbli,  may  be  toni  by  a 
carelefs  Wafher;  a  pi£lurc  may  di'op 
finom  a  watch ;  or  the  triumph  of^a  new 
fuit  may  be  interrupted  on  the  firft  day 
of  it's  enjoyment,  and  all  diftin£Uon$ 
of  drefs  unexpeftedly  obllteiated  by  a 
general  mourning. 

Such  is  the  fbte  of  every  age,  every 
fex,  and  every  condition ;  all  have  theit 
cares,  either  n*om  nature  or  from  folly  : 
and  whoever,  therefore,  finds  himfelf  in- 
clined to  envy  another,  (hould  remem- 
ber that  he  knows  not  the  real  conditioi^ 
which  be  defires  to  obtain,  but  is  certain 
that,  by  indulging  a, vicious  palTion,  he 
muft  lefien  that  happincfs  which  he 
thinks  already  too  fparlngly  befiowed. 


^  N»  CXXIX. 
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■  WfC,  O  NUNC,  DADALt,  DIXIT, 

MATSKIAM,  <^VA  til  IKCBKIOSVSy  HASX8* 

raSSIDXT  IN  TEKKASy  ET  POStlDET  AQJOOHA  MINOt. 
KEC  TSLLV8  NOSTRA,   NSC  PATET  VMDA   rVGM 

PZCTAT  ITER  CORLO:    COBLO  TENTABlMUt  IRB. 
9A  VZNXAM  Cb£rTO>  JVTITER  AlrTZy  MgO* 


Oti». 


^OW  P/EDALTrt,  BRROI.D,  BY  PATE  ASSIGN*D» 
•  lA  TASK  PROPORTIONED  TO   THY  MIGHTY  MXNJ>  ! 
JTNCONQJUER*0  BARS  ON    EARTH  AND  SEA  WITK(;TAK0  ; 
THINE,  MINOS,  IS  THE  MAIN,  AND  THINE  THB  LAND. 

THE  SKIES  ARE  OPEN LET    VS  TRY   THE  SKIES: 

rORCITE,  GREAT  JOVE,  THE  DARING   ENTBRPRIZE* 


MORALISTS,  like  other  writ- 
ers, Inftead  of  calling  their  eyes 
abroad  in  the  living  world,  and  endea- 
voining  to  form  maxims  of  pra6lice,  and 
new  hints  of  theory,  content  their  cu- 
rioiitv  with  that  (ccondary  knowledge 
whicli  books  affonl,  and  thmk  them- 
felvcs  entitled  to  reverence  by  a  new 
arranjrement  of  an  ancient  fyliem,  or 
new  iliufti-ation  of  eftablifhed  principles. 
The  (agt*  precepts  of  the  firft  infti-u6lor8 
of  the  world  are  tranfmitted  from  age 
to  age  with  little  variation,  and  echoed 
from  one  author  to  another,  not  perhaps 
without  fome  lofs  of  their  origiiij  force 

"  i^t  every  repercuflTion. 

I  know  not  whether  any  other  reafon 
than  this  idlenefs  of  imitation  can  be 
afiigned  for  that  uniform  and  cqnilant 
partiality,  by  which  fome  vices  have  hi- 
therto eicaped  cenfure,  and  fome  virtues 
wanted  recommendation  ;  nor  can  I  dif- 
covcr  why  clfe  we  have  been  warne<l  only 
againft  part  of  our  enemies,  while  the 
reft  have  been  fuffercd  to  fteal  upon  us 
without  notice ;  why  the  heart  has  on 

^•^ne  fide  been  doubly  fortified,  and  laid 
open  on  the  other  to  the  incurfions  of 
error,  and  the  ravages  of  vice. 

Among  the  favourite  topicks  of  moi- 
ral  declamation,  may  be  numbered  the 
mifcarriages  of  imprudent  boldnefs,  and 
the  folly  of  attempts  beyond  our  power. 
Every  page  of  every  philofopner  is 
crowded  v/ith  examples  of  temerity  that 
funk  under  burthens  which  fhe  laid  upon 
herfclf,  and  called  out  enemies  to  battle 

^  by  whom  ihe  was  deftroyed. 

Their  remarks  are  too  juft  to  be  dif- 
puted,  and  too  faliitary  to  be  rejc^led  $ 
out  there  is  likewife  fome  danger  left  ti- 
morous prudence  (honld  be  inculcated 
till  courage  and  cnterpriie  ate  wholly 


repreftcd,  and  the  mind  congealed  in  per-X 
pctual  inaftivity  by  the  fetal  influence  ; 
of  frigorifick  wifdom. 

Every  man  (hould,  indeed,  careftilly 
compare  his  forc»with  his  undertaking; 
for  though  we  ought  not  to  live  only 
for  our  own  fakes,  and  though  there- 
fore danger  or  difficulty  ftiouTd  not  bo 
avoided  merely  becaufe  we  may  expoft 
ourlelvea  to  mifery  or  diferacc ;  yet  it 
may  be  |uftly  required  of  ^us,  not  to 
throw  away  our  lives  upon  inadcauate 
and  hopclel's  defigns,  fince  we  might, 
by  a  juft  eftimatc  of  our  abilides»  be- 
come more  ufeful  to  mankind. 

There  is  an  irrational  contempt  of 
danger  which  approaches  nearly  to  the 
folly,  if  not  the  guilt,  of  fuicide  5  there 
is  a  ridiculous  perfeverance  in  imprafti- 
cable  fchemes,  which  is  juftly  puniihed 
wnth  ignominy  and  repi'oach.  But  in  the 
wide  regions  of  probability,  which  are 
the  propel*  province  of  prudence  and 
election,  there  is  always  room  to  deviate 
on' either  fide  of  re6litude  without  rufti- 
mg  againft  apparent  abfunUty ;  and  ac- 
cording to  tne  inclinations  of  nature, 
or  the  irapreflions  of  precept,  the  dar- 
ing and  tne  cautious  may  move  in  dif- 
ferent dire^^ions  without  touching  upon 
raihnefs  or  cowardice. 

That  there  is  a  middle  path  which  it 
is  every  man^s  duty  to  find,  and  to  keep, 
is  unanimoufly  confeiTed  j  but  it  is  like- 
wife  acknowledged,  that  this  middle  ^ 
path  is  fo  narrow,  that  it  cannot  eafily 
DC  difcovered,  and  fo  little  beaten,  that 
there  are  no  certain  marks  by  which  it 
can  be  followed ;  the  care,  therefore,  of 
all  thofe  who  conduct  others  has  beeo» 
that  whenever  they  decline  into  obli- 
quities, they  fliould  tend  towards  the 
lidc  of  iafcty,  ^  , 
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It  caji>  indeed,  nilfe  no  wonder  that 
temerity  has  been  generally  ceniuredj 
for  it  M  one  of  tho  vices  with  which 
few  cao  be  charged,  and  which  ^ore- 
fore  great  numbers  are  ready  to  con- 
demn. It  is  the  vice  of  noble  and  ge« 
nerous  minds,  the  exuberance  of  mag- 
nanimity, and  the  ebullition  of  senilis  i 
and  is  therefore  not  regarded  with  much 
tendemefs,  becaufe  it  never  flatters  us 
by  that  appearance  of  foftnefs  and  im- 
becility which  is  commonly  ncccffary  to 
conciliate  compafTion.  But  if  the  fame 
attention  had  been  applied  to  the  fearch 
of  arguments  ^inft  the  folly  of  pre- 
iuppoiing  impombilities,  and  anticipat- 
ing fruibation,  I  know  not  whether 
many  would  not  have  been  roufed  to 
ufeiulnefs,  who,  having  been  taught  to 
confound  prudence  with  timidity,  never 
ventured  to  excel,  left  they  fhould  un- 
fortunately fail. 

It  is  neceflfary  to  diftinguifh  our  own 
intereft  from  that  of  others,  and  that 
dif(in6lion  will  perhaps  aflift  us  in  fix- 
ing the  juft  limits  of  caution  and  advcn- 
turoulhefs.  In  an  undertaking  that 
involves  the  happincfs  or  the  fafety  of 
many,  we  have  certainly  no  right  to 
hazard  more  than  is  allowed  by  thofe 
who  partake  the  danger  5  but  where  only 
•urfelves  can  fuffer  by  mifcarriage,  we 
are  not  confined  within  fuch  narrow  li- 
mits} and  (till  lefs  is  the  reproach  of 
temerity,  when  numbers  will  receive  ad- 
vantage by  fuccefs,  and  only  one  be  in- 
commoded by  failure. 

Men  are  generally  willing  to  hear 
precepts  by  which  eale  is  favoured ;  and 
as  no  relcntmcnt  is  raifed  by  general  rc- 
prelentations  of  human  folly,  even  in 
thoie  who  arc  m©ft  eminently  jealous  of 
tomparative  reputation,  we  confefs, 
without  relu6lance,  that  vain  man  is 
ignorant  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
therefore  frequently  prefumes  to  at- 
tempt what  he  can  never  accomplifli} 
but  It  ought  likewilc  to  be  remembered, 
that  a  man  is  no  Ids  ignorant  of  his  own 
powers,  and  might  perhaps  have  accora- 
plifhed  a  thoufand  defigns,  which  the 
prejudices  of  cowardice  reftinined  him 
iVom  attemipting. 

It  is  oblcrved  in  the  golden  vcrfes  of 
Pythagoras,  that  *  power  Is  never  far 
^  from  necclTity.'  The  vigour  of  the 
human  mind  quickly  appears,  when 
^•re  U  no  iongf r  any  place  tor  dwubt 
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and  hefitation,  when  diffidence  is  ab- 
ibrbed  in  the  lenle  of  danger,  or  over- 
whelmed by  fomereriftlefs  pafTion.  We 
then  fbon  difcover,  that  difnculty  is,  fof 
the  moft  part,  the  daughter  of  iiUenefs  ) 
that  the  obibicles  with  which  our  way 
fcemed  to  be  obflrufted  were  only  phan- 
toms which  we  believed  real,  becaufe 
we  durft  not  advance  to  a  dole  exami- 
nation i  and  we  learn  that  it  is  impofTible 
to  determine  without  experience  how 
much  confbncy  may  endure,  or  perfe- 
verance  perform. 

But  whatever  pleafure  may  be  found 
in  the  review  of  diftreffes  when  art  or 
courage  has  furmountcd  them,  few  will 
be  perfuaded  to  wifh  that  they  may  be 
awakened  by  want  or  terror  to  the  con- 
viflion  of  their  own  abilities.  Everyj 
one  fhould  therefore  endeavour  to  invi^ 
gorate  himfelf  by  reafon  and  reflc^lion^ 
and  determine  to  exert  the  latent  force 
that  natxuie  may  have  repoflted  in  him, 
before  the  hour  of  exigence  tomes  upon 
him,  and  compulfion  (hall  torture  him 
to  diligence.  It  is  below  the  dignity  of 
a  realbnable  being  to  owe  that;  ftrcngth 
to  necefTity  which  ought  always  to  aA 
at  the  call  of  choice,  or  to  need  any  other 
motive  to  induftry  than  the  delire  of  per- 
forming his  duty. 

ReAe6lions  that  may  drive  away  de- 
foair  cannot  be  wanting  to  him  who  con- 
fjders  how  much  life  is  now  advanced 
beyond  the  ftate  of  naked,  unditciplined, 
uninftrufled  nature.  Whatever  has  been 
effected  for  convenience  or  elegance, 
while  it  was  yet  unknown,  was  bcneved 
impofTible  5  and  therefore  would  never 
have  bten  attempted,  had  not  forae,  nwre 
daring  than  the  reft,  adventured  to  bid 
defiance  to  prejudice  and  cenfurc.  Nor 
is  there  yet  any  reafon  to  doubt  that  the 
fame  labour  would  be  rewarded  with 
thf  fame  fuccefs.  There  are  qualities 
in  the  produds  of  natme  yet  undlfco- 
vei-ed,  and  combinations  in  the  poweit 
of  art  yet  untried.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  endeavour  thr.t  fomething  mar 
be  added  by  his  induftry  to  the  heredi- 
tary aggregate  of  knowledge  and  happi* 
neft.  To  add  much  can  mdeed  be  the 
lot  of  fc'.v,  but  to  add  fomething,  how- 
ever little,  every' one  may  hope  j -and  of 
every  honcft  endeavour,  it  is  certain, 
that,  however  unfucccfsfiil,  it  will  be  at 
lalt  r«\\*ardcd. 
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N»  CXXX.    SATURDAY,  JUNE  15,  1751; 

SfOH  SIC  riATA  NOVO  TBIB  DBCtlfTIA 
JE.STATIS  CALIOA  D18P0L1AT  VArOJK» 
tJKTIT  tOLSTITIO  COM  MXDIVS  Dl»l  ^  1  ■ 

VT  rULGOR  TENBKIS  ^UX  lADIAT  GXHI& 
MOMBNTO  RAPITUB^  NVLLAqQB  MOM  DIBS 
yOBKOSI  tPOLIUM  CORPORIS   ABSTVLIT. 
»EI  EST  rORMA  rVGAX.       qUIS  SAriXMS  BQ>'0 
CONriDAT  FRACILI? 

SXNBCA* 

190T  PASTER  III  THE  IVMMBR*S  BAT 

THE  SPRING*!  PRAIL  BXAUTT  FADES  AWAT> 

THAN  AMOVISH  AND  OXCAT  CONSUME 

THE  SMILING  TIKGIM*8  ROST  BLOOM. 

SOME  BXAOTY*S  SNATCHED  EACH  DAT^  EACH  HOVB  } 

rOR   BXAVTT  IS  A  PLEETING  rLOW*B  : 

THEN  HOW  CAN  WISDOM  E*BR  CONFIDE 

2N  beauty's  MOMENTARY  PRIDE? 

EtPHZNSTOK* 


TO  THE   RAMBLER. 
tlB, 

YOU  have  vary  lately  obfcrved,  that 
in  the  Numerous  fubdiYifions  of 
the  worid,  every  c!a6  and  order  of  man- 
kind have  joys  and  (brrows  of  their  own ; 
we  all  feel  hourly  pain  and  pleafure  from 
•vents  which  pais  unheeded  before  other 
tyeSy  but  can  fcarcely  communicate  our 
perceptions  to  minds  preoccupied  by  difi 
.^lierent  obje^,  any  more  than  the  delight 
of  weU-difpoicd  colours  or  harmonious 
Ibunds  can  be  imparted  to  fuch  as  want 
^    the  fenfe  of  hearing  or  of  fight. 

I  am  fb  fbrongiy  convinced  of  the 
Juftaefs  of  this  remark,  and  have  on  fo 
many  occafions  difcovered  with  how 
iittk  attention  pride  looks  upon  cala- 
mity of  which  me  thinks  hertcif  not  in 
danger,  and  indolence  liftens  to  com- 
plaint when  it  is  not  echoed  by  her  own 
remembrance,  that  though  I  am  about 
fo  lay  the  occurrences  of  my  life  before 
you,  I  queftion  whether  you  will  con- 
deftend  to  perufe  my  narrative,  or  with- 
out the  help  of  fome  female  fpeculatifl 
be  able  to  underfbnd  it. 

I  was  bom  a  beauty.  From  the  dawn 
of  reaibn  I  had  my  regard  turned  wholly 
upon  myfelf,  nor  can  recoIle6i  a?ty  thing 
earlier  tiian  praife  and  admiration.  My 
mother,  wKofe  face  had  luckily  advan- 
ced her  to  a  condition  above  her  birdi, 
thought  no  evil  fo  great  as  dcfonnlty. 
She  bad  not  the  power  of  imagining  any 
Other  d€kSi  than  i  doudy  cojnplexion^ 


or  difproportionate  features ;  and  there* 
fore  contemplated  me  as  an  afTemblage 
of  all  that  could  raife  envy  or  deiire, 
and  predi^td  with  triumphant  fotuineft 
the  extent  of  my  conquefts,  and  the 
number  of  my  (laves . 

She  never  mentioned  any  of  my  younff 
acquaintance  before  me,  but  to  remark 
how  much  they  fell  below  my  perfec* 
tion ;  how  one  would  have  had  a  £ne 
face,  but  that  her  eyes  were  Without 
luftir ;  how  another  fmick  the  fight  at  a 
diftance,  but  wanted  my  hair  and  teeth 
at  a  neaier  view;  another  difjpiced  an 
elegant  fhape  with  a  brown  fkm ;  fome 
had  fhort  fingers,  and  others  dimples  ifl 
R  wrong  place. 

As  fhe  expelled  no  happinefs  nor  ad- 
vantage but  from  beauty,  fhe  thought 
nothing  but  beauty  worthy  of  her  carej 
and  her  maternal  kindneis  was  chiefly 
exercifed  in  contrivances  to  protect  me 
from  any  accident  that  might  deface  me 
with  a  fear,  or  (lain  me  with  a  freckle « 
fhe  never  thought  me  fufficiently  fhaded 
from  the  fun,  or  fcreened  from  the  fire. 
She  was  fcvere  or  indulgent  with  no  other 
intention  than  the  prefervation  of  my 
form ;  fhe  excufed  me  from  work,  left  I 
fhouid  learn  to  hang  down  my  head,  or 
harden  my  finger  with  a  needle;  fhe 
(hatched  away  my  bode,  becaule  a  yoUng 
lady  in  the  nelghbouHiood  had  madb 
her  eyes  red  with  reading  by  a  candlcf 
but  fhe  would  fcarcely  fuffer  me  to  eat, 
left  I  fhouid  fpoil  my  fhape,  nor  to  walk 
kit  J  (hould  fwell  my'anck  with  a  fprain. 
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At  lUgKt  I  was  ac(^irately  furveyed  from 
head  to  foot,  left  I  (hould  have  fuffered 
any  diminution  of  my  charms  in  the 
adventures  of  the  day  j  and  was  never 

^permitted  to  deep,  till  I  had  pafTed 
through  the  cofmetick  difcipline,  part  of 
which  was  a  regular  luftrationrperform- 
cd  with  bean- flower  water  and  May- 

,dews;  my  hair  was  perfumed  with  Va- 
riety of  unguents,  by  fome  of  which  it 
was  to  be  thickened,  and  by  others  to  be 
curled.  The  foftnefs  of  my  hands  was 
f<!cured  by  ntedicated  gloves,  and  my 
bofom  rubbed  ■  with  a  pomade  prepared 
by  my  mother,  of  virtue  to  diicufs  pim- 
ples, and  clear  difcolorations. 

I  was  always  called  up  early,  becau(e 
the  morning  air  gives  a  frelhnefs  to  the 
cheeks  ;  but  I  was  placed  behind  a  cur- 
tain in  my  mother  s  chamber,  becaufe 
the  neck  is  eaHly  tanned  by  the  riiing 
fun.  I  was  then  dreffed  with  a  thou- 
iand  precautions;  and  again  heard  my 
own  praifes,  and  triumphed  in  the  com- 
pliments and  prognoftications  of  all  that 
atoroached  me. 

.  My  mother  was  not  fo  much  prepof- 
fefTed  with  an  opinion  of  my  natural  ex- 
cellencies as  not  to  think  fome  cultiva- 
tion neceffary  to  their  completion.  She 
took  care  -that  I  (hould  want  none  of 
the  accomplishments  included' lA  ^mfale 
education,  or  con(idered  ncceflary  in 
Calhionable  life*  I  was  looked  upon  in 
iny  jiinth  year  as  the  chief  ornament  ja( 
the  dancnig-mkftarV  ball;  and  Mr. 
Ariet  ufed  to  reproach  his  other  fchoiars 
with  my  performances  on  the  harpfi- 
chord.  At  twelve  I  wasremarkablofor 
playing  my  cards  with  great  elegance  of 
manner,  and  accuracy  of  judgment* 

At  laft  the  time  came  when  my  mo- 
ther thought  me  p<u*fe6l  iu  my  exerciliest 
and  qualified  to  d^fplay  in  the  open  work! 
thofe  acconipliflime&ts  which  had  yet 
only  bcoi  diicovered  in  f«le£l  parties  or 
domeftickaiTemblies.  Preparations  were 
therefoix  made  for  my  appearance  on  a 
publick  night,  which  fhe  confidered  as 
the  moft  important  ami  critical  moment 
of  my  life.  She  cannot  be  charged 
with  neglef^ing  any  means  of  recom- 
mendation, or  leaving  anv  thing  to 
chance  which  prudence  oouUl  afcertain. 
Eyery  ornament  was  tried  in. every  pofi- 
tion,  every  friend  was  confulted  about 

«  the  colour  of  my  dreis,  and  the  mantua- 
makers  weie  liarafl*ed  with  directions 
and  alterations. 


my  future'  life  was  to  be  reckoned.  I 
was  drefled  and  fent  out  to  conquer, 
with  a  heart  beating  like  that  of  an  old 
kfaight -errant  at  his  firft  (ally.  Scholar* 
have  told  me  of  a  Spartan  matron,  who, 
when  fhe  armed  her  fon  for  battle,  bade 
himbring  back  his  fhlcld,  or  be  brought 
upon  it.  My  venerable  parent  difmif- 
fed  me  to  a  field,  in  her  opinion  of  equal 
glory,  with  a  command  to  (hew  that  I . 
Was  her  daughter,  and  not  to  return 
without  a  lover. 

I  went,  and  was  received  like  other 
pleafing  novelties  with  a  tumult  of  ap- .. 
plaufe.  Every  man  who  valued  him- 
felf  upon  the  graces  of  his  perlbn,  or 
the  elegance  of  his  addrefs,  crowded 
about  me,  and  wit  and  fplendor  con- 
tended for  my  notice.  I  was  delight- 
fully ftitigued  with  inceflant  civilities,  , 
which  were  made  more  pleafing  by  the 
apparent  envy  of  thofe  whom  my  pre- 
fence  expofed  to  negleft,  and  returned 
with  an  attendant  equal  in  rank  and 
wealth  to  my  utmoft  wi(hes,  and  from 
this  time  ftood  in  the  firft  rank  of  beauty, 
was  followed  by  gazers  in  the  Mall, 
celebrated  in  the  papers  of  the  day.  Imi- 
tated by  alL  who  endeavoured  to  rife  in- 
to falhion,.and  cenfured  by  thofe  whom 
age  or  difapppointment  forced  to  rttire. 

My  mother,  who  plcafed  herfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  feeing  my  exaltation,  drcf- 
fed  me  with  all  the  exuberance  of 
finery  ^  and  wbea  I  i;«prefented-to  her 
that  a  fortune  might  be  expected  pro* 
portionate  to  my  appearance,  told  me 
that  (he  flxouki  fcoi-n  •  the  reptile  who 
could  enquire  after  the  fortune  of  a  girt 
like  me.  SHe  advifed  me  to'  profecute 
my  viftories,  and  time  would  certainly 
bring  meacaptivewho  misht  deferve  th» 
honour  of  being  enchained  for  ever. 

My  lovers  v«ere  indeed  fo  numerous, 
that  I  h«d  no  other  care  than  that  o£  de* 
termining  to  whom  I  ihould  feem  to  give 
the  preference*  But  having  been  fteadi- 
ly  and  induftrioufly  inftrufted  to  pre- 
(erve  my  heart  from  any  iropreffiona 
which  might  hinder  me  from  confulting 
my  interelt,  I  aded  with  leis  enibarra(£ 
ment,  becaufe  my  choice  was  reflated 
by  principles  more  clear  and  ceitain  than 
,  the  caprice  of  approbation.  When  I 
had  fingled  out  one  from  the  jell  as  mora 
worthy  of  cr^ ouragement,  I  proceeded 
in  my  meafures  bv  the  rules  of  art  j  and 
yet  when  the  ardoux;  of  the  firft  viiits 


was  fpent,  generally  found  a  fudden  de- 
At  laft  the  mijhtai  lived  from  which    dcnfion  of  my  influence  jJ^frif  in  ray- 
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ielf  the  want  of  fome  power  to  diverfify 
aaittfementy  and  enliven  converfationy 
and  could  not  but  Aifpefl  that  my  mind 
^led  inperforming  tne  promifes  of  ray 
face.  This  opinion  was  (oon  confumii- 
ed  bj  one  of  my  lovers,  who  married 
Lavmia  with  lefs  beauty  and  fortune 
than  mine,  becaufe  he  thous^ht  a  wife 
enefat  to  have  qualities  whVh  might 
make  hn-  amiable  when  her  bloom  was 
paiK 

The  vanity  of  my  mother  would  not 
^iuflfer  her  to  difcovcr  any  defeft  in  one 
that  had  been  formed  by  her  inftruflionsy 
and  had  all  the  excellence  which  ftie  ho*- 
iclf  could  boaft.  She  told  me  that  no- 
thing Co  much  hindered  the  advaacement 
of  women  as  literature  and  wit,  which 
generally  frightened  away  thofe  that 
could  make  the  beft  fettlcments,  and 
drew  about  them  a  needy  tribe  of  poets 
and  phibfophers,  that  nlled  their  heads 
M^th  wild  notions  of  content,  and  con- 
templation, and  virtuous  obfcurity.  She 
therefore  enjoined  me  to  improve  my 
minuet  ftep  with  a  new  French  dancing- 
mailer,  and  wait  the  event  of  the  neart 
birth-night. 

I  had  now  alraoft  completed  my  nine- 
teenth year :  if  ray  charms  had  loft  any 
of  their  ibftnefs,  it  was  more  than 
compenfkted  by  additional  dignity ;  and 
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if  the  attraftiom  of  innocence  were  Snr« 
paired,  their  place  was  iupplied  by  lh6 
arts  of  allujicment.  I  was  therefore 
preparing/or  a  new  attack,  without  any 
abatement  of  my  confidence,  when,  in 
the  midft  of  my  hopes  and  (chemes,  I 
was  feiied  by  that  dreadful  malady 
which  has  fo  often  put  a  Aidden  end  tp 
the  tyranny  of  beauty.  I  recovered  my 
health  after  a  long  confinements  but 
when  I  looked  again  on  that  face  which 
had  been  often  mfhed  with  tranfport  at 
it*s  own  reflexion,  and  faw  all  that  1 
had  learned  to  value,  all  that  I  had  en* 
deavoured  to  improve,  all  that  ha!d  pro- 
cured me  hoaours  or  praifes,  irrecover- 
ably  deftroyed,  I  funk  at  once  bto  me« 
tancholy  and  defpotklence.  My  pai« 
was  not  much  confoled  or  alleviated  by 
my  mother,  who  erieved  that  I  had  not 
loft  my  life  together  with  my  beauty  ; 
and  di^clared,  that  (he  thought  a  young 
woman,  divefted  of  her  charms,  had  no*  , 
thing  for  which  thofe  who  loved  her 
could  deiire  to  favc  her  from  the  ^rave* 
Havins  thus  continued  my  relation  t9 
the  period  &om  which  my  life  took  a 
new  courfe,  I  fhall  conclude  it  in  an- 
other letter,  if  by  publiihing  this  yotf 
ihew  any  regard  for  the  corrdTpondence 
of.  Sir,  &c. 

VlCT01llA« 


N«  CXXXI.    TUESDAY,  JUNE  i8,  1751, 


— «-*rATif  Accxox  9ait(tvs» 

KT  eota  rsLtcis}  Miisftos  rv«t«    sintaA  coxl» 

VT  DISTANT,  rLAMMAXAAI,    t^C  VTILX  KBCTO. 

LuCAIf* 

•TILL  FOLLOW  WNXftB  AVSFICIOVt  FATES  IKViTt  ; 
CARItt  TUB  HAFFT,  AMD  THE  WaXTCHXD  SLIGITT. 
SOONXa  SHALL  JAtaMIO  XLBMXNTS    VKXTX, 
TRAM  TBVTH  WIT*  OAIM,  THAN  IVTBBXST  WXTR  BS4||T« 


TKERE  b  fcarcely  apy  fentiroent 
in  which,  amidft  the  innumerable 
varieties  of  inclination  that  nature  or 
accident  have  fcattered  in  the  world,  we 
find  greater  numbers  concurring  than  in 
the  wifh  for  richtrs  j  a  wiih  indeed  fo  pre- 
valent, that  it  may  be  confidcred  as  uni- 
irerfal  and  tranfcendental,  as  the  deiire  in 
which  all  other  defires  are  included,  and 
of  which  the  various  purpoics  which 
a^ate  mankind  are  only  fubordinate 
ipecies  and  diftcrent  modifications. 

Wealth  is  the  general  center  of  incli- 
iktion,  the  .point  to  which  all  minds 
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prefefve  an  invariable  tendency,  from 
which  they  afterwards  diverge  in  num- 
bcHefs  dimlions.  Whatever  is  the  re- 
mote or  ultimate  defign,  the  immedi* 
ate  care  Is  to  be  rich  $  and  in  whatever 
enjoyment  we  intend  finally  to  acauiefce^ 
we  leldom  conlider  it  as  attainable  but 
by  the  means  of  money.  Of  wealth 
therefore  all  unanimoufly  confefs  the 
value,  nor  is  there  any  difagreement  but 
about  the  ufe. 

No  deiire  can  be  formed  which  richer 

do  not  aiTift  to  gratifyw    He  that  places 

hit  bappVDcfs  in  fplanded  equipage  or 

numerous 
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ttometout  dependantty  Sn  n^nei  praife 
or  popular  acclamattons.  In  the  accu- 
mulation of  curiofitiet  or  the  revels  of 
luxury^  in  fplendid  edifices  or  wide  plan- 
tationsy  muft  ftili  either  by  birth  or  ac- 
quifition  poflefs  riches.  The^  mav  be 
confidered  as  the  elemental  pnnciDKs  of 
pleafure,  which  may  be  combinea  with 
endlefs  diverfity;  as  the  eflfential'  and 
neceflary  fubftance,  of  which  only  the 
f«rm  is  left  to  be  adjufted  by  choice. 

The  neceflity  of  riches  being  thus  ap- 
parent, It  is  not  wonderful  that  almofl 
erery  mind  has  been  employed  in  en- 
deavours to  acquire  them  j  tnat  multi- 
tudes have  i/ita  in  arts  by  which  life  is 
fumifhed  with  accommodations,  and 
which  therefore  mankind  may  reafon- 
ably  be  expe£Ud  to  reward. 

ft  had  indeed  been  happy  if  this  pre- 
dominant appetite  had  operated  only  in 
concurrence  with  virtue,  by  influencing 
none  but  thofe  who  vrere  zealous  to  de- 
ferve  what  they  were  c^ger  to  pofFefs, 
and  had  abilities  to  improve  their  own 
fortunes  by  contributing  to  the  eafe  or 
happineft  of  others.  To  have  riches  and 
to  nave  merit  would  then  have  been  the 
fame,  and  fuccefs  might  reafonablv  have 
been  confidered  as  a  proof  of  excellence. 

But  vire  do  not  find  that  any  of  the 
wilhes  of  men  keep  a  fbted  proportion 
to  their  powers  of^attainroent.  Many 
envy  and  defire  wealth,  who  can  never 
Procure  it  by  honefl  indufby  or  ufefiil 
knowledge.  They  therefore  turn  their 
eves  about  to  examine  what  other  me- 
thods can  be  found  of  gaining  that 
which  none,  however  impotent  or  worth- 
lefs,  will  be  content  to  want. 

A  littleenquiry  will  difcovcr  that  there 
•re  nearer  ways  to  profit  than  through 
the  intricacies  of  art,  or  up  the  fleeps  of 
labour;  what  wifdom  and  viituc  fcarcely 
receive  at  the  clofe  of  life,  as  the  rccom- 
pence  oi  long  toil  and  repeated  efforts, 
IS  brought  within  the  reach  of  fubtilty 
and  dimonefly  by  more  expedltiotts  and 
compendious  meafures*.  the  wealth  of 
credulity  is  an  open  prey  to  falfehood  $ 
and  the  poflcfTions  of  ignorance  and  im- 
becility are  eafily  ft*  len  away  by  the 
conveyances  of  f;:ci'e»  :  rtifice,  or  feizcd 
by  the  gripe  of  unrenfed  violence. 

It  is  likewife  not  hard  to  dlfcover» 

ythat  riches  always  oroci  re  prote^ion  for 

/themfelves,  that  they  ilazzle  the  eyes  of 

flenquiry,  divert  the  celerity  of  purfuit, 

\or  appeafe  the  ferocity  of  vengeance. 

When  any  man  is  inconteftibly  known 


to  have  large  pofleffions,  very  few  think 
it  requifite  to  enquire  by  what  pra£bices 
they  were  obtained }  the  refentment  of 
mankind  raees  only  againll  the  ffaruggles 
of  feeble  and  timorous  corruption  j  but 
when  it  has  furmounted  the  nril  oppoii- 
tion,  it  is  afterwards  fupported  by  fa- 
vour, and  animated  by  applaufe. 

TIm  profpe6l  of  gaining  fpeedily  vfhat 
is  ardently  deiired,  and  Uie  certamty  o^ 
obtaining  by  eveiy  acceflion  of  advaa* 
tage  an  addition  of  fecurity,  have  fb  far 
prevailed  upon  the  paiHons  of  mankind, 
that  the  peace  of  life  is  deftroyed  by  a 

feneral  and  inceflimt  (bruggle  for  riches* 
t  is  obferved  of  gold,  ^  an  old  epi^ 
grammatifl,that  tooaveitu  to  be  in  fear  ^ 
and  to  nvant  it  is  to  be  im/orrotw,  Thare 
is  no  condition  which  is  not  difquieted 
either  with  the  care  of  gaining  or  of 
keeping  "money  ;  and  the  race  of  man 
may  be  divided  in  a  political  eflimate 
between  thofe  who  are  pra6iifing  fraud, 
and  thofe  who  are  repelling  it. 

If  we  confider  the  preient  ftatc  of  the 
world,  it  will  be  found,  that  all  confi- 
dence is  loft  among  mankind,  that  no 
man  ventures  to  a£t,  where  money  can 
be  endangered,  upon  the  fiith  of  an- 
other,  ft  is  impoifible  to  fee  the  long  ^ 
fcrolls  in  which  every  contraft  is  inclucU 
ed,  with  all  their  appendages  of  fealt 
and  atteftation,  witho^t  wondering  at 
the  depravity  of  thofe  beings,  who  muft 
be  refbrained  firom  violation  of  promife 
by  fuch  formal  and  publick  evidences, 
and  precluded  from  eqiiivocation  and 
fubteifuee  by  fuch  punctilious  rainute- 
nefs.  Arnonz  all  the  fatires  to  vt^hich 
folly  and  wickednefs  have  given  occa- 
fion,  none  is  equally  fevere  with  a  bond 
or  a  fettlement. 

Of  the  various  arts  by  which  riches 
may  be  obtained,  the  greater  pnrt  are 
at  the  fir  ft  view  in-econcilcablc  with  the 
laws  of  virtue ;  fome  are  openly  fladti- 
ous,  and  J>ra£lifttl  not  only  in*  nt^left, 
but  in  defiance  of  faith  and  juftice ;  and 
the  reft  are  on  every  (ide  lb  entangled 
with  dubious  tendencies,  and  fo  beiet 
with  perpetual  temptations,  that  vei-y 
few,  even  of  thofe  who  are  not  yet 
abandoned,  are  able  to  preferve  their 
innocence,  or  can  produce  any  other ' 
claim  to  pardon  than  that  they  have  dt- 
vlatcd  firom  the  right  kft  than  others, 
and  have  fooner  and  more  diligently 
endeavoured  to  return. 

One  of  the  chief  cliarat^crifticks  of 
the  golden  age,  of  the  age  in  wliich 
P  p  a  ncitb 
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neither  care  nor  danger  had  intruded  on 
mankind,  is  the  comrannity  of  jpoflcf- 
fiona :  ftrifc  and  fraud  were  totaSly  ex- 
cluded, and  every  turbulent  pafllon  was 
billed  by  plenty  and  equality.  Such 
were  indeed  happy  times,  but  fuch 
times  can  return  no  more .  Comrtiunity 
of  pofleflion  muft  include  fpontancity 
of  produftioD ;  for  what  is  obtained  by 
labour  will  be  of  right  the  property  of 
bim  by  whofe  labour  it  is  gained .  And 
while  a  rightful  claim  to  pleal'ure  or  to 
oiHuence  muft  be  procured  either  by 
(lowinduftryor  uncertain  hazard,  there 
will  always  be  multitudes  whom  cow- 
ardice or  impatience  incite  to  more  fafe 
and  more  fpcedy  methods,  who  Itrive 
^.**to  pluck  the  fruit  without  cultivating 
'  the  tree,  and  to  (hare  the  advantages 
of  viftory  without  partaking  the  dan- 
'gcr  of  the  battle. 

In  later  ages,  the  convi6lion  of  the 
danger  to  which  virtue  is  cxpofed  while 
the  mind  continues  open  to  the  inilu- 
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cnce  of  riches,  has  determined  many  tm 
vows  of  pcrjietual  poverty  j  they  have 
fup()refred  dclire  by  cutting  off  the  pof. 
iibility  of  gratification,  andfecured  their 
peace  by  deftroying  the  enemy  whom 
tJiey  hai  no  hope  of  reducing  to  quiet 
fubjoftion.  But  by  debaiTmg  them- 
fehres  from  evil,  they  have  refcinded 
many  oppoiTunities  of  good;  they  have 
too  often  fink  into  inaftivity  and  ufe- 
lefTnefs;  and  though  they  have  forborne 
to  injure  focicty,  hare  not  fiilly  paid  their 
contributions  to  it*s  happinefs. 

While  riches  are  fo  neceiTary  to  prefent 
convenience,  and  fo  much  more  eafitjr 
obtained   by  crimes  than  virtues,  the 
mind  can  only  be  fecured  from  yielding 
to  the  continual  impulfe  of  covetoufneis 
by  the  prepondcration  of  unchangeable 
and  eternal  motives.    Gold  will  turn  the^ 
intelle6lual  balance,  when  weighed  only     .' 
againft  reputation ;  but  will  be  light  and>P^ 
ineflfeftual   when  the  oppofite  fcale  is 
charged  with  jullice,  veracity,  and  piety. 


N'^CXXXII.    SATURDAY,  JUNE  22,  1751. 
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THE  MIKD  OP   MORTALS,  IN  PIRVERSENESS  STRONG, 
IMBIBES  WITH  DIRE  DOCILITY  THE  WRONG. 


TO  THE   RAMBLEl.. 
MR.  RAMBLER, 

IWas  bred  a  fcholar,  and  aftei-  the 
ufual  courfe  of  education,  found  it 
ncccffary  to  employ  for  the  funport  of 
life  that  learning  which  I  had  almoft 
cxhaultedmy  little  fortimc  in  acquiring. 
The  lucrative  pioft-nions  drew  my  re- 
gard with  equal  attraclion )  each  pre- 
^ted  ideas  which  excited  my  curiofity, 
and  each  impolcd  duties  which  terrified 
my  apprehenfion. 

There  is  no  temper  more  unpropi- 
tious  to  intercft  than  defultory  applica- 
tion and  unlimited  enquiry,  by  which 
the  dcfircs  art  held  in  a  jperpctual  equi- 
poifc,  ami  the  mind  fluauatcs  between 
different  piirpofeswithout  determination. 
I  liad  books  of  every  kind  round  me, 
among  which  I  divided  my  time  as  ca- 
price or  accident  dircib.'..  I  cfcvn  iyent 
the  firfl  hoiirs  of  the  *.lay  inct^nlldtr- 
jnp  to  wliar  ili.lv  I  fnoulil  diVote  the 
r<d  ;  .nmi  a  hit  jna'^cUni  up  ai>  autiior 
thai  iav  Mvwm  the  ia>lc,  or  pciwps  flsxl 


to  a  coffee-houfe  for  deliverance  firom 
the  anxiety  of  irrcfolution,  and  the 
gloominefs  of  folitude. 

Thus  my  little  patrimony  grew  im- 
perceptibly lei's,  till  I  was  roufed  from 
my  literaiy  flnmber  by,  a  creditor,- 
whofe  importunity  obliged  me  to  pacify 
him  with  fo  large  a  fum,  that  what  re- 
mained was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  me 
more  thaw  eight  months.  I  noyt  you 
will  not  reproach  me  with  avarice  or 
cowardice,  if  I  acknowledge  that  I  now 
thought  myfelf  in  danger  of  diftrcfs, 
and  obliged  to  endeavour  after  fome  cer- 
tain com]>etence. 

There  have  been  heroes  of  negligence, 
who  have  laid  the  price  of  their  hit  acre 
in  a  drawer,  and,  without  the  leaft  in- 
terruption of  their  tranquillity  or  abate- 
ment of  their  ex  pences,  taken  out  one 
piece  after  another,  till  there  was^  po 
more  remaining.  But  I  was  not  born 
to  fuel;  dicnity  of  iinpiiKlence,  or  fuch 
exaltation  al>ove  the  cares  and  neceilitics 
of  life!  I  therefore  immediate!  V  er.p^ag- 
ed  my  tVicndi  to  prociuf  aie  a  little  cm- 
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ployment,  which  might  fet  me  free  from 
the  di-eod  of  poverty,  and  afford  mc 
time  to  plan  out  fome  final  fcheme  of 
lafling  advantage. 

My  friends  were  flrnck  with  honeft 
ibliciuuiey  and  immediately  promifed 
their  "fendcavours  for  my  extrication. 
They  did  not  fuffer  their  kindnefs  to 
languifh  by  delay,  but  profecutcd  their 
'  enquiries  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  lefs 
thain  a  month  I  was  perplexed  with  varie- 
ty of  offers  and  contrariety  of  profpcfts. 

I  had  however  no  time  for  long  paufcs 
of  confideration;  and  therefore  foon  ne- 
fbhred  to  accept  the  office  of  inflniftjng 
a  young  nobleman  in  the  houfe  of  hi^ 
father  t  I  went  to  the  feat  at  which  the 
family  then  happened  to  relide,  was  re- 
ceived with  great  politncfs,  and  invit- 
ed to  enter  immediately  on  my  charge. 
The  terms  offered  were  fuch  as  I  fliould 
willingly  have  accepted,  though  my 
fortune  had  allowed  me  greater  liberty 
of  choice:  the  refpeft  wiu^  which  I  was 
treated  flattered  my  vanity;  and  per- 
haps the  fplendor  of  the  apartments, 
rnift  the  luxury  of  the  table,  were  not 
wholly  without  their  influence.  I  im- 
mediately complied  with  the  propofals, 
tmd  received  the  young  loid  into  my 
care. 

Having  no  defire  to  gain  more  than 
I  fhould  truly  deferve,  I  very  diliffCntly 
profecuted  my  undertaking,  and  had 
the  (atisfa£^ioD  of  difcovenng  in  my 
pupil  a  flexible  temper,  a  quick  appre- 
henfion,  ajid  a  retentive  memory.  I 
did  not  much  doubt  that  my  care  would, 
in  time,  produce  a  wife  antl  ufeful  coim-  , 
fellor  to  the  (tate,  though  my  lalx)ur3 
were  fomcwhat  oblb-u6lcd  by  want  of 
authority,  and  the  neceffity  of  comply- 
ing with  the  freaks  of  negligence,  and 
ofwaiting  patiently  for  the  lucky  mo- 
ment of  voluntary  attention.  To  a  man 
whofe  imagination  was  filled  with  the 
dignity  of  knowledge,  and  to  whom  a 
Odious  life  had  mode  all  the  common 
amulements  infipid  and  contemptible, 
it  was  not  very  cafy  to  fupprefs  his  in- 
dignation, wnen  ne  iaw  himfelf  for- 
faken  in  the  midft  of  his  le£lure,  for  an 
opportunity  to  catch  an  infe^,  and 
found  his  inltru^ions  debarred  from 
accei's  to  the  intelle^uat  facifltief,  by 
the  memory  of  a  chiklifK  frolick,  of* 
the  defire  of  a  new  plaything* 

Thofe  vc3iattoni  would  have*  rt^urred 
ieis  frequently,  had  jiothis  maaunai  by 


cntreatittflr  at  one  time  that  he  fhould 
be  excufed  from  a  talk  as  a  reward  for 
fome  petty  compliance,  and  withhold- 
ing him  from  his  book  at  another,  to 
gratify  heifclf  or  her  vilitants  with  hU 
vivacity,  fhewn  him  that  every  thing 
was  more  pldaling  and  more  important 
than  knowledge,  and  that  fhuly  was  to 
be  endured  nither  thanchofen,  and  waa 
only  the  bufinefs  of  thofe  hours  whidi 
pleafUre  left  vacant,  or  difcipline  ufurp-^ 
ed, 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  complain,  in 
tender  terms,  of  thefe  frequent  avoca- 
tions; but  was  anfvyrered,  that  rank  and 
fortune  might  realbnably  hope  for  fome 
indulgence ;  that  the  i*etai-dation  of  my 
pupiPs  proCTefs  would  not  be  imputed 
to  any  negligence  or  inability  of  mine  ; 
and  tliat  with  the  fuccefs  which  fatisfied 
every  body  elfe,  I  might  furely  fatisfy 
my  (elf.  I  had  now  done  my  duty,  and 
without  more  remonftrances  continued 
to  mculcate  my  precepts  whenever  they 
co\tid  be  heard,  gained  every  day  new 
influence,  and  found  that  by  cfegrees  my 
fcholarbegsn  to  feel  the  quick  impulfes 
of  curiolity,  and  the  honcfl  ardour  of 
fhidious  ambition. 

At  length  it  was  refolved  to  pafs  a, 
winter  in  London.  The  lady  had  too 
much  fondnefs  for  her  fon  to  live  five 
months  without  him,  and  too  high  an 
opinion  of  his  wit  vii\d  learning  to  refufe 
her  vanity  the  gi-atification  of  exhibiting 
him  to  the  public.  I  lemonltrated 
againft  too  early  an  acquaintance  with, 
cards  and  company;  but  with  a  foft 
contempt  of  my  i^oranc*:  and  pedaatr)*, 
fhe  laid  that  he  Ind  been  already  con  - 
fined  too  long  to  folitaiy  ftudy,  and  it 
was  now  time  to  fhew  him  the  woiKi ; 
nothing  was  more  a  brand  of  meannels 
tlian  bafhfiu  timidity;  gay  freedom  and 
elegant  aflurance  were  only  to  be  gained 
by  mixed  converiation,  a  fi^oquent  in- 
tercourfe  with  Grangers,  and  a  timely 
introduflion  to  fplendid  afrcmlplics;  and 
fhe  had  more  that  once  obfvi-vxd,  that 
his  forwariineis  and  complail'ance  bcgnn 
to  defert  him,  that  he  was  filent  when 
be  had  not  fomething  of  confeqycnco 
to  fay,  blufhcd  whenever  he  hap|>«ncd 
to  find  hlmiclf  milbken,  and  hung 
down  his  head  in  the  prefer  ce  of  tlic 
ladies,  without  the  readineis  of  reply, 
and  aftivity  of  otiiciGuihcls  remarkable 
in  young  gcutlunen  that  av^  bred  in 
London. 
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Again  I  fbtmd  refifttnce  hopekfSf  and 
mgain  thought  it  proper  to  comply.  We 
cnteftd  the  coach,  and  in  four  days 
were  placed  in  the  gayeit  and  moft  mag- 
nificent rezion  of  the  town .  My  pupUy 
.who  had  lor  feveral  years  lived  at  a  re- 
inote  feat,  was  imnaediately  dazzled  with 
•  thoufand  beams  of  novelty  and  (how. 
His  imagination  was  filled  with  the  per- 
Mtual  tumult  of  pleafure  that  pafied  be- 
foi-e  bim,  and  it  was  impoifible  to  allure 
liim  from  the  window,  or  to  overpower 
by  any  charm  of  eloquence  the  rattle  of 
coaches,  and  the  founds  which  echoed 
6'om  the  doors  in  the  neighbourhood. 
In  three  days  his  attention,  which  he  be- 
gan to  reeain,  was  difturbed  by  a  rich 
wit,  in  wnich  he  was  equipp^  for  the 
reception  of  company,  and  which,  hav- 
ing  oeen  longaccuftomed  to  a  plain  drefs, 
he  could  not  at  firil  furvey  without  ec- 
ibcy. 

The  arrival  t)f  the  family  was  now 
fcnmally  notified ;  every  hour  of  eveiy 
day  brought  more  intimate  or  more 
diltant  acquaintances  to  the  door  i  and 
my  pupil  was  uidircriminately  intro- 
duced to  all,  that  he  might  accuftom 
^imfelf  to  change  of  faces,  and  be  rid 
with  fpced  of  his  rulUck  diffidence. 


Heibon  endearad  himC^to  his  mother^ 
by  the  fpecdy  ac(^uiiition  or  recovery  of 
her  darling  qualities  j  his  eyes  fparlde  at 
a  numerous  aiTemblyy  and  his  heart 
dances  at  the  mention  of  a  ball.  He 
has  at  once  caught  the  infeflion  of  high 
life,  and  has  no  other  teft  of  prtncipfes 
or  a£lions  than  the  quality  of  thole 
to  whom  they  are  afcribed.  He  begins 
already  to  look  down  on  me  with  fupe- 
riority»  and  fubmits  to  one  ihort  lefm 
in  a  week,  as  an  a£t  of  condeicenfion 
rather  than  obedience;  for  he  is  of 
opinion,  that  no  tutor  is  properly  qua-- 
lifted  who  cannot  ipeak  Fitmch;  and 
having  formerly  learned  a  few  familiar 
phrafes  from  his  fifter's  govemefs,  he 
IS  every  day  foliciting  his  mamma  to 
procure  him  a  foreign  footman,  that  he 
may  grow  polite  by  his  converfation.  I 
am  not  yet  infulted,  but  find  myfelf 
likely  to  become  Toon  a  fuperfluous  in- 
cumbrance, for  my  fcholar  has  now  no 
time  for  fcience,  or  for  virtue  $  and  the 
lady  yefterday  declared .  him  fo  much 
the  favourite  of  every  company,  that  fbe 
was  afraid  he  woidd  not  have  an  hour 
in  the  day  to  dance  and  fence, 
lam,  2(C« 
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MAGNA  OVinaMSACRXt  Q,U/C  OAt   TtiKCttTA  LIIELLIS 
ViCTtlX  FOSTVNJB  SAPIXNTIA.       DICIMU4  AUTIM 
not  ^O^UB  rSLICZt,    Q^VI  FSKKE  IVCOMMODA    VlTJl^p 
KZC  JACTARZ  JUGVM  vita  DIDXCf  ft£  MACISTEA* 
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LET  tTOICKt  ITHICKS  HAVGHTY  «CLE8  ADVANCE, 

TO  COMBAT  FOETVNE,    AVD  TO  CONQUER    CHANCE  | 

If  ET  HAPPY  THOSE,     ruOVGH  NOT  «0  LEAftK*D  AEE  THOVCflT, 

3^H0M  LIFE  IKSTEQCTt,   WHO  By  EXPESlSNCE  TAVCKT, 

FOE   NEW  TO  COME  FIfOM  FAtT  MISFORTUNES   LOOK, 

N(«E  SHAKE  ^HE  TOKE,    WHICH   GALLS  THE  MORE  *T1S  |HOOK. 
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YO  U  have  fliewn,  by  the  publica- 
tion of  my  letter,  that  you  think 
tJieJife  of  Vi6\ona  not  wholly  unwor- 
thy of  the  Doticc  of  a  philglbpher:  I 
ihall  therefore  continue  my  narrative, 
without  any  apqlpgy  for  unimportanop 
wliicli  you  have  djgnified,  or  for  inac- 
ciiracic*  which  you  are  tocorrcft. 
When   my   lire  stppeared   to   be  no 


Ceeecv, 

bear  the  agitation  of  a  co^ch,  I  was 
placfcd  at  a  lodging  in  a  neighbouring 
village,  to  which  my  mother  difmiifod 
me  with  a  faint  embrace,  having  re- 
}>eated  her  command  not  to  cxpoje  my 
tacf  too  (oon  to  thf  fun  or  wmd,  and 
told  me,  that  with  pare  I  mieht  perhaps 
become  to)erable  again.  The  profpm 
of  being  tolerable  had  very  little  power 
to  elevate  the  imagination  of  one  who 
had  ib  long  been  accuftomed  to  praife 
and  ccftacy ;  but  it  wasfouK  fatisfa6lion 


lon-jtr  in  danorcr,  and  as  imich  of  my^  to  U:  fcparatCil  ^£rom  my  motlitr,  who 


i*:\  -j^rh  wji?  recovered  as  enabled  rr** 


was  ifwyfiintly  rir^ing  the  knell  of  de- 
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'  fkTitA  beauty,  mi  never  entered  my 
room  without  the  whine  of  condolance, 
or  the  growl  of  anger.  She  often  wan- 
dered over  my  face,  as  travellers  over 
the  ruins  of  a  celebrated  city,  to  note 
every  place  which  had  once  been  re- 
markable for  a  happy  feature.  She 
condefcended  to  vifit  my  retirement,  but 
ilways  left  me  more  mcbncholy  j  for 
pfter  a  thouiand  trifling  enquiries  about 
my  diet,  and  a  myiute  examination  of 
my  looks,  ihe  generally  concluded  with 
a  f)^,  that  I  mould  never  more  be  fit 
to  M  feen. 

At  laft  I  was  permitted  to  return 
home,  but  found  no  great  improvement 
of  my  condition  ^  for  I  was  imprlfoned 
in  my  chamber  as  a  criminal,  whofe  ap- 
pearance would  difgi-ace  my  friends,  and 
condemned  to  be  tortured  into  new  beau- 
ty. Every  experiment  which  the  offi- 
cibulhefs  of  folly  could  communicate,  or 
the  credulity  or  ignorance  admit,  vos 
tried  upon  me.  Sometimes  I  was  co- 
vered with  emollients,  by  which  it  was 
expe6ted  that  all  the  fears  would  be 
fined,  and  my  cheeks  plumped  up  to 
their  former  unoothnefs;  and  fometimes 
I  was  punithed  with  artificial  excoria- 
tions, in  hopes  of  gaining  new  graces 
with  a  new  (kin.  The  cofmetic  fci- 
ence  was  exhaulied  upon  mej  but  who 
can  repair  the  ruins  of  nature?  My  mo- 
ther was  forcetl  Ut  give  me  reft  at  laft,  , 
and  abandon  me  to  the  fate  of  a  fallen 
toaft,  whofe  fortune  (he  confiderei  as  a 
hopclefs  g^me,  no  longer  worthy  ot  Ibii- 
citude  or  attention. 

The  condition  of  a  young  woman 
who  has  never  thought  or  heard  of  any 
other  excellence  that  beauty,  and  whom 
the  fudden  bUft  of  difcafc  wrinkles  in 
her  bloom,  is  indeed  fufliciently  calami- 
tous. She  is  at  once  deprived  of  all  that 
gave  her  eminence  ot  power;  of  all  that 
elated  her  pride,  or  animated  her  aiUvi- 
ty;  all  that  filled  her  days  with  pleaibre, 
and  her  nights  with  hope;  all  tuat  gave 
gladnefs  to  the  prefent  nour,  or  brit^ht- 
ened  htr  profpefls  of  futurity.  It  is 
perhaps  not  in  the  power  of  a  man  whofe 
attention  hat  been  divided  by  divcriity 
of  purfuits,  and  who  has  not  been  ac- 
ctiftomed  to  derive  from  others  much 
4>t  his  happinefn,  to  image  to  himrdf 
fuch*  helplefs  deftitution,  fuch  difinnl 
inanity.  Every  object  of  plcaling  con- 
templation is  at  once  fnntchcd  away,  and 
the  ibul  Andi  every  receptacle  of  ideas 
empty,  or  filled  only  with  the  memory 


of  joys  tfat  can  return  no  more.  All 
is  gloomy  privation,  or  impotent  defu^s 
the  faculties  of  anticipation  ilumber  in 
defpondency,  or  the  power's  of  pleaiurc 
mutiny  for  emoloyment* 

I  was  Co  little  able  to  find  entertain** 
ment  for  myfelf,  that  I  was  forced  in  n 
(hort  time  to  venture  abroad,  as  the  fo* 
litary  Gxvtl^  is  driven  by  hunger  frwa 
h:s  cavern.  I  entered  with  all  the  hQ-< 
mility  of  difgrace  into  aflembUes,  where 
I  had  lately  f[>arkled  with  gaiety,  and 
towered  with  triumph.  I  was  not  whol- . 
ly  without  hope,  that  dejedion  had  mif* 
reprelented  me  to  myfelf,  and  that  the 
remains  of  my  former  face  might  yet 
have  fome  attraflion  and  influence:  but 
the  firft  circle  of  viiits  convinced  m^that 
my  reign  was  at  an  end  j  that  life  and 
death  were  no  longer  in  my  handsj  that 
I  was  no  more  to  praftife  the  ^nce  of 
command,  or  the  frown  of  pr^ibition; 
to  receive  the  tribute  of  fight  and  prailet, 
w  be  fbothed  vrith  the  gentle  mur- 
murs of  amorous  timidity.  My  opinioa 
was  now  unheard,  and  my  propofal* 
were  unregarded;  the  narrewnefs  of  my 
knowledge,  and  the  meannefs  of  my 
fcntiments,  were  eafily  difcovered,  when 
the  eyes  were  no  longer  engaged  againf^ 
the  judgment;  and  it  was  obferved,  by . 
thofe  who  had  fonnerly  been  charmed 
with  my  vivacious  loquacity,  that  my 
underftanding  Was  impaired  at  wdl  at 
my  face,  and  that  I  was  no  longer  qua- 
lified to  fill  a  place  in  any  company  but 
a  party  at  canis. 

It  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined  howfoon 
the  mind  finks  to  a  level  with  the  con- 
dition. I,  who  had  long  confidered  all 
who  approached  me  as  vaflals  condenm« 
ed  to  regulate  their  plcafures  by  my  eyes, 
and  harafs  their  inventions  for  my  anter- 
tainment,  was  in  lefs  than  three  weekt 
reduced  to  receive  a  ticket  with  profef- 
fions  of  obligation,  to  catch  with  eager- 
nefs  at  a  compliment ;  and  to  watch 
with  all  the  anxioufnefs  of  dependan.c, 
left  any  little  civility  that  was  paid  me 
ihould  pafs  unacknowledged. 

Though  the  negligence  of  the  mca 
was  not  very  pleafin^  when  compared 
with  vows  arid  adoi-ation,  yet  it  was  far 
more  fu|>portable  than  the  infolence  of 
my  oT/nfex.  For  the  firft  ten  month* 
after  my  return  into  the  world,  I  never 
enteral  a  fingle  houfe  in  which  the  me- 
mory of  my  down  fal  wr^s  not  revived. 
At  one  place  I  was  conjiratuUte.l  on  my 
•Icapc  with  life;  at  another  I  hcarJ   <)f 
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the  benefits  of  early  inoculation;  by 
ibme  I  have  been  told  in  exprefs  terms, 
that  I  am  not  yet  without  my  charms  5 
othei-s  have  whifpcrcd  at  my  entrance— 
♦  This  is  the  celebrated  beauty,'  One, 
told  mc  ot  a  wafh  that  would  fmooth  the 
(kin;  and  anotner  offered  mt  her  chair 
that  I  might  not  front  the  light.  Some 
Ibothed  nie  with  the  obfcrvation ,  that 
none  can  tell  how  foon  my  cafe  may  be 
her  own;  and  fome  thought  it  proper  to 
receive  mc  with  mournfu)  tcnderne{«> 
formal  condolance,  and  confolatory 
biandilhmcnts. 

Thus  was  I  every  day  haraflfed  with 
all  tlie  ftratagems  or  well-bred  malignity; 
yet  infolence  was  more  tolerable  than  lo- 
litude,  and  I  therefore  perfilted  to  keep 
my  time  at  the  doors  of  my  acquaintance. 
Without  gratifying  them  witn  any  ap- 
piearance  of  relentment  or  depreHion .  I 
txpeflcil  that  their  exultation  would  in 
rime  yapour  away ;  that  the  joy  of  their 
fiipcrionty  would  end  with  it's  ncclty; 
and  that  I  (honld  be  fuffered  to  glide 
along  in  my  prefent  form  among  the 
namelefs  multitude,  whom  nature  never 
intended  to  excite  envy  or  admii-ation, 
nor  enabled  to  delight  the  eye  or  inflame 
the  heart. 


er  of  amniing  myfelf^  Idlene(s  «xpofed( 
me  to.  melancholy,  and  life  began  to 
languifh  in  motionlefs  indifference. 

Mifery  and  fhame  are  near(y  allied* 
It  was  not  without  many  ftru^les  that 
I  prevailed  on  myielf  to  confefs  my  un- 
eaiinefs  to  Euphemia, .  the  only  friend 
who  had  never  pained  me  with  comfort 
or  with  pity.  I  at  laft  laid  my  calami- 
ties before  her,  rather  to  eafe  my  heart 
than  receive  afliftance>— «  We  muft  dif- 

*  tincuifh,*  faidftie,«my  ViAoria,thofe 

*  cvdi  which  are  impofed  by  Provi- 

*  dence,  frcm  diofc  to  which  we  our- 
'  felves  give  the  power  of  hurting  us. 

*  Of  your  calamity,  a  fmall  part  is  the 

*  infliftion  of  Heaven,  the  reft  is  little 

*  more  than  the  corrofion  of  idle  dif- 
*.  content.  You  have  loft  that  which 
'  may  indeed  fometimes  contribute  to 

*  happinefs,  but  to  which  happinefs  ia 

*  by  no  means    infeparably   annexed* 

*  You  have  loft  what  the  greater  num- 
«  ber  of  the  human  race  never  have  pof- 

*  feflfed  $   what  thofe  on  whom  it  is  be- 

*  ftowed  for  the  moft  part  pofTefs  in  vain; 

*  and  what  you,  while  it  was  yours, 

*  knew  not  how  to  ufe :   you  have  only 

*  loft  eaily  what  the  laws  of  nature  for- 
bid you  to  keep  long,  and  have  loft  it 


This  was  nattirally  to  be  expe^ed*^^  *  while  your  mind  is  yet  flexible,   and 


and  this  I  began  to  experience.  But 
when  I  was  no  longer  agitated  by  the 
perpetual  aixlour  of  reliftance  and  effort 
of  perfcverance,  I  found  more  feniibly 
the  want  of  thofe  entertainments  whico 
had  formerly  delighted  me;  the  day  rufe 
upon  mc  without  an  .engajrement,  and 
the  evening  clofcd  in  it's  natuiVi  gloom, 
vrithout  iummoninc  me  to  a  conca't  or 
a  ball.  None  had  any  care  to  find 
amulements  for  mc,  and  I  had  no  pow- 


While  you  have  time  to  fubftitute  more 
valuable  and  more  durable  excellcn- 

*  cics.     Confider  yourfelf,  my  Vi6lo- 

*  ria,  as  a  being  bom  to  know,  to  rea- 

*  fbn,  and  to  aa;  rife  at  once  from  your 

*  dream  of  melancholy  to  wildom  and 

*  to  piety;  you  will  find  that  thA-e  are 

*  other  charms  than  thofe  of  beauty, 

*  and  othej-  joys  th^i  the  pmife  of  fools.* 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

Victoria. 
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Hoft. 


WHO  KNOWg  IF   HIAV'N,  WITH  E VER-BOUKTEOUr  ?0W'«, 
*9HALI.   ADD  TO-MORXO>V  TO  TUB  rifSKNT   KOUK  ! 

FftANCIS. 


1S#t  ycfteixtay  mominj^  employed  in 
deliberating  on  which,  among  the 
vaiious  l\ibje^ts  thnt  occuncd  to*  my 
imagination,  I  (hould  beftow  thv-  paper 
of  to-day .  A  fter  a  ihort  effort  of  nied i - 
l;ation  by  whjch  nothin|j  was  determined, 


I  grew  cvciy  moment  more  iirefoluti^ 
my  ideas  wandered  fiom  the  firft  inten- 
tion, and  I  rather  wiihed  to  think,  than 
thought,  upon  any  fettled  fubjeft5  t*U 
at  lalt  I  was  awakened  from  this  dream 
of  iludy  by  a  fummons  from  tht  prefst 

the 
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^e  time  was  come  for  which  I  had  been 
thus  negligently  purpoiing  to  provide, 
ami,  however  dubious  or  fluggim,  I  was 
now  neceHTit^iteit  to  write. 

Though  to  a  writer  wbofe  deiign  i»  fo 
comprehenfive  and  inilcellaneous,  that 
he  may  accomnuxtatc  himftlt'  with  a  to- 
pick  from  every  fcene  of  life,  or  view  of 
nature,  it  is  no  gi-eat  aggi-avation  of  his 
talk  to  be  obliged  to  a  fudden  compofi- 
tion  ;  yet  I  could  not  forbear  to  reproach 
myfelf  for  having  ib  long  negk*^ed  vrhat 
was  unavoidably  to  be  done,  and  of 
which  every  moment's  idlenels  increaled 
the  difficulty.  There  was,  however,  fome 
pleasure  in  reflefting  that  I,  who  had 
only  trifled  till  diligence  was  necedory, 
might  ftili  congratulate  myfelf  upon  my 
fxiperiority  to  multitudes,  who  have 
trifled  till  diligence  is  vain ;  who  can  by 
«o  degree  of  aftivity  or  refolution  reco- 
Ter  the  opportunities  which  have  flipped 
away ;  and  who  are  condemned  by  their 
own  careleflTnefs  to  hopelei's  calamity  and 
barren  forrow. 

Ttie  folly  of  allowing  ourfelves  to  de- 
lav  what  we  know  cannot  be  finally 
efcaped,  is  one  of  the  genei-al  weaknefles 
which,  in  foitc  of  the  iu|b*u61ion  of  mo- 
rolilts,  and  the  remonltrances  of  i-ealon, 
prevail  to  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  in  eve- 
ry mind :  even  they  who  molt  (leadily 
witliftand  it,  find  it,  if  not  the  moft  vio- 
lent, themoft  peitinacIoTis  of  their  paf- 
fions,  alw^s  renewing  it's  attacks,  and 
though  often  vanquifhed,  never  de- 
Ih-oyed. 

It  is  indeed  natwnl  to  have  particular 
regard  to  the  time  prelent,  and  to  be 
moft  folicitous  for  that  which  is  by  it's 
nearnefs  enabled  to  make  the  ftrongeft 
imprcftious.  When  therefore  any  /harp 
"pain  ts  to  be  fuffei"ed,  or  any  formidable 
danger  to  be  inciured,  we  can  fcarcsply 
exempt  ourfelves  wholly  froia  tlie  l*e- 
ducements  of  imagination  j  wc  readily 
believe  that  another  day  wiU  bring  Tome 
fvipport  or  advantage  which  we  now 
want }  and  arc  eafily  perfuaded,  that  the 
moment  of  i^ecefiity  which  wc  dclire 
never  to  arrive,  is  at  a  great  difiance 
from  us. 

Thus  life  is  languifhed  away  in  the 
^oom  of  anxiety,  and  confumed  in  col- 
Ic^ing  refolution  which  the  next  morn- 
ing difii  pates ;  in  formingpui-pofes  which 
we  fcarcely  hope  to  keep,  and  reconcil- 
ing ourfelves  to  our  own  cowardice  by 
excufes  which,  while  we  admit  them, 
we  know  tp  be  abfurd.    Om*  finnnefs 


is  by  the  continual  contemplation  of> 
milery  hourly  ipnpaired }  evwy  fubraif- 
fion  to  our  fear  enlarges  it's  clominion } 
we  not  only  wafte  that  time  in  which  the 
evil  we  dread  might  have  been  fuffered 
and  furmounted,  out  even  where  pro- 
craftination  produces  no  abfolute  in- 
creafe  of  our  difficulties,  make  them  lelii 
fuperabk  to  ourfelves  by  habitual  ter- 
rors. When  evils  cannot  be  avoided^ 
it  is  wife  to  contract  the  interval  of  ex— 
pe^atioD }  to  meet  the  mifchicfs  which 
will  overtake  us  if  we  fly$  and  fuffisr 
only  their  real  malignity  without  the 
coimifU  of  doubt,  ami  angui(h  of  anti- 
cipation. 

To  a^  is  far  eafier  than  to  fufFer ;  yet 
WC"  every  day  fee  the  progrefs  of  life  re- 
tarded by  the  *uij  inertia't  the  mere  re- 
pugnance to  motion^  and  find  multi- 
tudes repining  at  the  want  of  that  which 
npthing  but  idlenefs  hinders  them  from 
enjoying.  The  cafe  of  Tantalus,  in  the 
region  of  poctick  punifhment,  was  Ibme- 
what  to  be  pitied,  becauie  the  fruits  that 
hung  about  him  iietired  from  his  hand  j 
but  what  tendemefs  can  be  claimed  by 
thofe  who,  though  perhaps  they  fuflTer 
the  pains  of  Tantalus,  will  never  lift 
their  hands  for  their  own  relief^ 

There  is  nothing  more  common  among 
this  torpid  generation  than  murmiu*s  ana 
complain  ts  j  murmurs  at  uneafinefs  which 
only  vacancy  and  fulpipion  expofe  them 
to  ie«l,  and  complaints  of  diflrefles  which 
it  is  in  theii'  «wn  power  to  remove. 
Lazinefs  i^  commonly  aflbciated  with 
timidity.  Either  fear  originally  prohir 
birs  endeavouj-s  by  infuimg  dcfpair  of 
fuccefs  ;  or  the  frequent  faDure  of  irre- 
folute  ftni^j^glts,  and  the  conftnnt  defire 
of  avoiding  labour,  imnr«^s  by  degrees 
fal/e  terrors  on  the  mmd.  fiut  fear, 
whether  nuturnl  or  acquired,  when  once 
it  !iai  lull  poflfeffion  ot  the  fancy,  never 
fails  to  employ  it  upon  vifions  of  cala- 
mity, fuch  as,  if  they  ai*e  not  diffipated 
by  ui'eful  emnioymcnt,  will  foon  over- 
cait  it  with  narrors,  and  imbitter  life 
not  only  with  thofj  miferies  by  which  all 
eaithly  beings  are  really  more  or  lefs  tor^ 
menteil,  but  with  thole  which  do  not  yet 
extft,  and  which  can  only  be  difceiiied 
by  the  pei'fpicacity  of  cowardice. 

Among  all  who  facrificc  future  ad- 
vantage to  prefent  inclination,  fcarcely 
any  gain  to  little  as  thole  that  fufFcr 
themrdves  to  freeze  in  iillenefs.  Others 
are  coiTUptcd  by  fbme  enjoyment  of 
more pr  lefs  power  to  gi*aiify  the  paffionsj 
Qjl     lOOgle    bur 
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but  to  ueglcft  our  duties*  merely  to 
aToid  the  bbour  of  performing  them,  a 
labour  which  is  always  punobually  re- 
warded, is  furely  to  finfc  under  weak 
temptations.  Idlencf*  never  can  feaire 
tranquillity ;  the  call  of  rtafon  and  of 
confcience  will  pierce  the  clofeft  pavilion 
erf  thefluggard ;  and,  though  it  may  not 
have  force  to  drive  him  from  hit  down, 
will  be  loud  enough  to  hinder  him  from 
ileep.  Thofe  moments  which  he  can- 
not refoWe  to  make  ufefiil  bv  devoting 
them  to  the  great  bufmefs  or  his  being, 
will  fti)l  be  ufui-ped  by  powers  that  will 
not  leave  them  to  his  difpofal  $  remorfe 
and  vexation  will  feize  upon  them,  and 
forbid  him  to  enjoy  what  he  is  fo  de- 
firous  to  appropriate. 

There  are  other  caufes  of  inaftivity 
hicident  to  more  aftivc  faculties  and 
more  acute  difccrnment.  He  to  whom 
many  obje£ls  of  purfuit  arife  at  the  iame 
time,  will  frequently  hefitate  between 
diflRerent  defires,  till  a  rival  has  preclud- 
ed him,  or  change  his  courfe  as  new  at- 
traflions  prevail,  and  harafs  himiclf 
without  advancing.  He  who  fees  dif- 
lirrent  ways  to  the  fame  end,  will,  unlefs 
he  watches  cairfiiUy  over  his  own  con- 
duft,  lay  out  too  much  of  his  attention 
upon  the  compariibn  of  probabilities, 
and  the  adjuftment  of  expedients,  and 
/*  paufe  in  the  choice  of  hit  road,  till  fbme 
'  accident  intercepts  his  journey.  He 
whofe  penetration  extends  to  remote  con- 
fcquences,  and  who,  whenev«:r  he  applies 
his  attention  to  any  defign,  difcovers 
acw  profpefts  of  advantage,  and  pofli- 


biUtiet  of  improvement,  will  not  easily 
be  pcrfuadcd  that  his  proje£^  is  ripe  for 
execution;  but  will  (uperadd  one  con^ 
trivance  to  another,  endeavour  to  unito 
various  purpofes  in  one  operation,  mul- 
tiply  complications,  and  refine  nioetiesy 
till  he  is  entangled  in  his  own  fcheroe, 
and  bewildered  m  the  perplexity  of  vari- 
ous intentions.  He  that  refolves  to  unite 
all  the  beanties  of'fituation  in  a  new  pur- 
chafe,  mud  wafte  his  life  in  roving  to  no 
purpole  fi-om  province  to  province.  He 
that  hopes  in  the  fame  houfe  to  obtain 
eveiy  convenience,  may  draw  plans  and 
ftudy  Palladio,  but  will  pever  lay  a 
flone.  He  will  attempt  a  txratife  on 
fbnoe  important  fubje^,  and  amaft  raa- 
teiials,  coufult  authors,  and  ftudy  all  the 
dependent  ai^d  collateral  parts  of  lear^* 
ing,  but  never  conclude  himfelf  quali^- 
ed  to  write.  He  that  has  abilities  to 
conceive  perfe£lion,  will  not  eafily  be 
content  without  it  j  and  fince  perfe^on 
cannot  be  reached,  will  lofe  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  well  in  the  vain  hope  of 
unattainable  excellence. 

The  certainty  that  life  cannot  be  long, 
and  the  probability  that  it  will  be  mu^h, 
ihorter  than  n^rc  allows,  ought  to 
awaken  every  ^n  to  the  a^live  profe- 
cution  of  whatever  he  is  defirous  to  per- 
form- It  is  true,  that  no  diligence  can 
afcertain  fuccefsj  death  may  intercept 
tlie  fwiftell  career;  but  he  who  is  cut  off 
in  the  execution  of  an  honeft  undertak- 
ing, has  at  leaft  the  honour  of  falling  iiTV 
'his  rank,  and  has  fought  the  battle.  / 
t  though  he  milTed  the  viftory," 
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HOR. 


fLKQZ  MAT  BI  CHANG'd;    BWT  WHO  CAN  CNANGX  HIS  MIND? 


IT  is  impoflible  to  take  a  view  on 
any  fide,  or  obfsrve  any  of  the  vari- 
ous claflTes  that  form  the  great  commu- 
nity of  the  world,  without  dircovaing 
the  influence  of  example ;  aad  admitting 
with  new  conviftion  the  obkrvatlon  of 
Ariftotie,  tliat— ^*  Man  is  aji  imiutive 
*  being.'  The  greater,  far  the  grenter 
number,  follow  the  track  which  others 
have  beaten,  without  any  curiofity  after 
new  difcoveries,  or  ahnbition  of  tru fling 
themrdres  to  tl^Ir  own  coadu6l.    And, 


of  thofe  who  break  the  ranks  and  difor- 
der  the  uniformity  of  the  march,  moti 
return  in  a  (hort  time  from  tlieir  devia^ 
(ion,  and  prefer  the  equal  and  ftcady 
fatisfac^i(m  of  fecurity  before  the  fro- 
licks  of  caprice  and  the  honours  of  ad* 
yentui^e. 

In  qiieilions  difficult  or  dangerous  it  is 
indeed  natural  to  repofe  upon  authority  j 
and,  when  fear  happens  to  prcdomipatc, 
upon  the  authority  of  thofe  whom  we  d9 
not  in  general  think  wiier  than  ourfel  vc«« 
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▼cry  few  hate  abifities  requifitc  for  the 
difcorcry  of  abftnifetnithj  and  of  thofe 
•  Hew  fome  want  leifure,  and  ibme  refo- 
lution.  But  it  is  not  fo  eaiy  to  find  the 
reafon  of  the  nniverfal  fubmiflion  to  pre- 
icedent  where  every  man  might  lately 
judge  for  hirofelf ;  where  no  irreparable 
iofs  can  be  hazarded,  nor  anAnifchief 
of  lon^  continuance  incurredT  Vanity 
might  be  expefted  to  operate  where  the 
moi-e  powerful  paiTions  apmot  awaken^ 
ed  5  the  mere  pleafure  of  acknowledging 
no  fuperior  might  produce  flight  fmgu- 
larities,  or  the  hope  of  gaining  fome  new 
degree  of  happinefs  awaken  the  mind  to 
invention  or  experiment. 

If  in  any  cafe  the  Ihackles  ofprefcrip- 
tion  could  be  wholly  Ibaken  ofF,  and  the 
imagination  left  to  afl  without  controul, 
on  what  occafion  fliould  it  be  expe£led, 
but  in  the  Icleftion  of  lawful  pleaiurc  ? 
Pleafure,  of  which  the  eflence  is  choice  j 
which  compulfion  diflfociate^frora  eveiy 
thing  to  ^hich  nature  has  united  itj  and 
which  owes  not  only  it's  vigour  but  it's 
being  to  the  fmiles  of  liberty.  Yet  we 
fee  that  thefeni'es,  as  well  as  the  reafon, 
are  regulated  by  credulityj  and  that  raoft 
will  feel,  or  lay  tliat  they  feel,  the  gra- 
tifications which  others  have  taught 
them  to  expeft. 

At  this  time  of  univerfal  migratbn, 
wlicn  almoft  every  one,  conlidcrable 
■  enough  to  attraft  regard,  has  retired*  or 
is  pi-eparing  with  all  the'  earneftnefs  of 
diltrciiB  to  retuT,  into  the  country ;  when 
nothing  is  to  be  heaixl  but  the  hopes  of 
fpecdy  departure,  or  the  complamts  of 
involuntary  delay;  I  have  ©ften  been 
tempted  to  enquire  what  happinefs  is  to 
be  gained,  or  what  inconvenience  to  be 
avoided,  by  this  ftated  reccffion  ?  Of  the 
birds  of  paiTage,  fome  follow  ths  fum- 
mer,  and  fome  the  winter,  becaufc  they 
.  live  upon  fuftenance  which  onlv  fummer 
or  winter  can  fupply  j  but  of  the  annual 
flight  of  human  rovers  it  is  much  harder 
to  aflign  the  reafon,  becaufe  they  do  not 
appear  either  to  find  or  feek  any  thing 
which  is  not  equally  afforded  by  the 
town  and  country. 

I  believe  that  many  of  thefe  fugitives 
may  have  heard  of  men  whofe  continual 
wifli  was  for  the  quiet  of  retirement, 
who  watched  every  opportunity  to  Iteal 
away  fipom  obferyation,  to  forfake  the 
crowd,  and  delight  themfelves  with  tbg 
Jfcietj  of  filitude.  There  is  indeed 
Icarccly  any  writer  who  has  not  cele- 
brated the  happinciii  of  i*ural  privacy, 


and  delighted  himfelf  and  liis  reader  with 
the  mekxly  of  birds,  the  whifper  of 
groves,  arid  the  murmur  of  rivulctsj  noc 
any  man  emment  for  extent  of  capacity, 
or  greatnefs  of  exploits,  that  has  not 
left  behind  him  fome  memorials  of  lone* 
ly  wifdom,  and  fdent  dignity. 

But  almofl  all  abfardity  of  conduft 
arifes«from  the  imitation  of  thofe  whom 
we  cannot  rcfemble;  Thofe  who  thus 
tcftified  their  wearinefs  of  tumult  and 
hurry,  and  haftcd  with  fo  much  eager- 
nefs  to  the  leifure  t>f  retreat,  were  either 
men  overwhelmed  with  the  prcflferc  of 
difiicult  employments,  harafled  witk 
importunities,  and  difbrafted  with  mtd- 
ti{)licity ;  or  men  whoHy  engroffed  hf  . 
fpeculative  fcicnces,  who  having  no  othw 
end  of  life  but  to  learn  and  teach,  found 
their  fearchcs  interrupted  by  the  com* 
mon  commerce  of  civility,  and  their  rca- 
fonings  disjointeid  by  frequent  interrup- 
tions. Such  men  might  reafbnably  fy 
to  that  eafe  and  convenience  which  their 
condition  allowed  them  to  find  only  in 
the  counti^.  The  flatefman  who  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  his  tinac  to  the 
publick,  was  defirous  of  keeping  the 
rcmaindei*  in  his  own  power.  The  gene- 
ral,  ruffled  with  dangers,  wearied  with 
labours,  and  ftunned  with  acclamations, 
gladly  fnatchcd  an  interval  of  fUence  and 
relaxation.  The  naturalift  was  un- 
happy where  the  works  of  Pt^vidence 
were  not  always  before  him.  The  rea- 
ibner  could  adjuft  his  (yftems  only  where 
his  mind  was  firec  from  the  intrufion  of 
outward  obje6^s. 

Such  examples  of  folitude  very  few 
of  thofe  who  are  now  haftening  from  the 
town  have  any  pretenfions  to  plead  in 
their  own  jultification,  fince  they  can- 
not either  pretend  wearinefs  of  labour, 
or  defire  of^  knowledge.  They  purpoib 
nothixu;  more  than  to  quit  one  fcene  of 
idlenefs  for  another,  and  after  having  ^ 
trifled  in  publick,  to  fleep  in  fecrecy .  The 
utmoft  that  they  can  hope  to  gain  is  the 
change  of  ridiculti^urnefs  to  obfcurity, 
and  the  privilege  6f  having  fewer  wit- 
neffcs  to  a  life  of  folly.  He  who  is  not 
fu£ciently  important  to  be  difturbed  in 
his  purfiiits,  but  fpends  all  his  hours 
according  to  his  own  inclination,  and  has 
more  hours  than  his  mental  faculties  en- 
able lum  to  fill  either  with  enjoyment  or 
defires,  can  have  nothing  to  demand  of 
fliades  and  vaUies.  As  bravery  is  faid  \ 
to  be  a  panoply,  infignificancy  is  always  ) 
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There  are>  however,  pleafiires  and  ad- 
vantages in  a  rural  lituation,  which  arc 
not  coniuied  tophilofophers  and  heroes. 
The  .freihners  of  the  air,  the  vcrduiic 
of  the  woods,  the  paint  of  the  meadows, 
and  the  unexhaufted  variety  which  finn- 
mer  fcattcrs  upon  the  earth,  may  eafdy 

five  delight  to  an  unlearned  I'pc^ator. 
t  is  not  neceifar)'  that  he  who  lool^  with 
pleafure  on  the  colours  of  a  flower  (hould 
itudy  the  principles  of  vegetation,  or 
that  the  Ptolemaick  and  Cmiemican  fv- 
ftem  (hould  be  compared  beiorc  the  light 
of  the  fun  can  gladden,  or  it*s  wamith 
invigorate.  Novelty  is  itfelf  a  Iburce 
of  gratification ;  and  Milton  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  that  to  him  who  has  been  long 
pent  up  in  cities,  no  rural  objeel  can  be 
pi-eientcd  which  will  not  delight  or  re- 
ireih  fome  of  his  fcnfts. 

Yet  even  thefc  eafy  pleafures  are 
roilfed  by  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who 
walte  their  fuiumer  in  the  countiy. 
Should  any  man  pur/ue  his  acouaint- 
ances  to  their  retreats,  he  would  find 
few  of  them  lidening  to  Philomel,  loi- 
ta'iug  in  woods,  or  pluckin?  dailies, 
catching  the  healthy  gale  of  tne  morn- 
ing, or  *^ratching  the  gentle  corufcatiors 
oideclining  day.  Some  will  be  difco- 
vered  at  a  window  bv  the  road  fide,  re- 
joicing when  anew  cloud  of  durft  gathers 
towards  tliem,  as  at  the  approach  of  a 
momentary  fupply  of  converlation,  and 
a  (hort  relief  from  *-he  tctliouliiels  of 
luiidcal  \'acancy.  Others  aie  pbccd  in 
the  adjacent  villages,  where  tlicy  look 
only  u|x)n  hoiiics  as  in  the  reft  of  the 
year,  with  no  change  of  objects  but 
what  a  amove  to  any  new  llrcet  in 
London  mis^Iit  have  given  them.  The 
IhuK  ll;r  of  acqun'mtsnccs  llill  fcTiL  to- 
gether, and  the  form  ofliil:  is  notolha'- 
wife   diverfified  than  by  doing  the  fame 


things  in  a  different  place.  They  naf 
and  receive  vifits  in  the  ufual  form,  they 
frequent  the  walks  in  the  morning,  they 
deal  cards  at  night,  they  attend  to  the 
fame  tattle,  ai^l  dance  with  the  fame 
partners  j  nor  can  they  at  their  return  to 
their  fanner  habitation  congratulate 
themfelves  on  any  other  advantage,  than 
that  they  have  paHed  their  time  like  others 
of  the  fame  rank;  and  have  the  J'ame 
ri^t  to  talk  of  the  happinefs  and  beauty 
of  the  country,  of  happinefs  which 
they  never  felt,  and  beauty  which  ihcy 
never  regarded. 

To  be  able  to  procure  it's  own  enter- 
tainments, and  to  fubfiH  upon  it's  own 
itock,   is  not  the  prerogative  of  every 
mi;^.     There  are  in<ked  undirltaniU 
ings  fo  fertile  and  com pithen five,  that 
they  can  always  feed  reflc6lion  with  new 
fu|>jilies,    and  fuffer  nothing  from  the 
pi-eciuiion  of  adventitious  amufcments; 
as  ferae  cities  liave  within  then:  own  walUl 
encloiixi  giound  enough  to  feed  their  in-  \ 
habitants  in  a   fiege-    But  others  Kve/ 
only  from  day  to  day,  ami  mufl  be  con- 
ftantly  ennbled,   by  foreign  fupplies,  to 
keep  out  the  encroachments  ot  languor 
and  Itupidity.     Such  could  not  indeed 
be  blamed  lor  hovering  within  reach  of " 
their    ufual  pleafui-e,  more    than  aay'^ 
other  animal  for  not  quitting  it's  native 
element,  were  not    their  facidties  con- 
tjafted  by  their  own  fault.     But  let  not 
thole  who  go  into  the  country,  mei"ely 
bccaule  they  dare  not  be   left  alone  at 
home,   hoall  their  love    of  nature,  or 
their  qualifications  for  folitude^  nor  pre- 
tend that  they  receive  inllantancous  in- 
fufionsof  wildom  tiom  the  Dryads,  and 
are   able,  wh^n  they  leave  fmoke  and. 
noifc  behind,  to  a^  or  think,  or  reafoR 
for  themfc-lycs. 


> 
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'EX^^'f  >'Af  MCI  mXv9:  o/xS-c  ivJ^  mJXijrw, 


HOK. 


WHO    DARI8    THINK    ONE    THING,   AMD    AMOTMI*    TILL, 
MY    RE.^HT    DETESTS    HIM    AS    THE    CATBS    Of    HE'LL* 

POFE. 


TH  E  regard  which  they  whofe  abili- 
ties aie  employed  in  the  works  of 
imagination  claim  from  the  reft  of  m^n- 
kim^  arifes  in  a   great  mcafure  from 


their  influence  on  futurity.  Rankma^r 
be  confeired  by  princes,  and  wealth  be- 
queathed by  miiers  or  by  robbers ;  but 
uic  hoaowf  of  a  kfting  Dame,  and  the 
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veneration  of  diftant  ages,  only  the  fons 
of  learning  hayc  the  power  of  bcftowing. 
While  therefore  it  continnes  one  of  the 
chara^erifticks  of  rational  nature  to  de- 
cline oblivion,  authors  never  can  be 
wholly  overlooked  in  the  fcarch  after 
happinels,  nor  become  contemptible  but 
by  theii"  own  fault. 

'  The  man  who  confiders  htmfclf  as 
cnnflituted  the  uhimate  judge  of  difput- 
abie  charafters,  and  entrulted  with  the 
diftribution  ot  the  laft  terreftrial  rewards 
of  merit,  -ought  to  fummon  all  his  for- 
.  titude  to  the  fupport  of  his  integrity, 
and  refolvc  to  dilcharge  an  office  of  luch 
dignity  with  the  moft  visfilai.t  caution 
and  icrupulous  juftice.  To  deliver  ex  - 
amples  to  pofterity,  and  to  regulate  the 
opinion  <>t  future  times,  is  no  flight  or 
trivial  undertaking  j  nor  is  it  eaiy  to 
commit  more  artro:ious  treafon  againft 
thv'  great  republick  of  humanity,  than 
bv  i'allifying  It's  records,  acdmilguiding 
it's  decrees. 

To  fcatter  pralfe  or  blame  without  re- 
gard to  juftice,  is  to  deltroy  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  good  and  eviL  Many  have  no 
other  tell:  of  a6^ions  than  general  opi- 
nion ;  and  ^  aie  fo  far  influenced  by  a 
fenfe  of  reputation,  that  they  are  ottcn 
reftrained  by  .fear  of  reproach,  and  ex- 
cited bv  hope  of  honmu*,  when  other 
principles  have  loft  their  power;  nor 
can  any  fpecies  of  proftitution  promote 
general  depravity  more  than  that  which 
ileftroys  the  force  of  praifc,  by  fticwing 
that  it  may  be  acquired  without  delerv- 
ine  it,  and  which,  by  fetting  tree  the 
aftive  and  ambitious  from  the  divad  of 
intamy,  lets  loofe  the  rapacity  of  pow- 
er, and  weakens  the  only  authority  by 
which  grcatnefs  is  controuled. 
y^^  Praife,  like  gold  and  diamonds,  owes 
It's  value  only  to  it's  fcarcity.  It  be- 
comes cheap  as  it  becomes  vulgar,  and 
will  no  longer  i*aife  expe£lation,  or  ani- 
mate cnterprize.  J[t  is  therefore  not  only 
Dcceflkry,  that  wickcdncfs,  even  when 
*  it  is  not  lafe  to  ccnfure  it,  be  denied  ap- 
plaufe,  but  that  goodnefs  be  commenfl- 
^.  ed  only  in  proportion  to  it's  degree  5  and 
tliat  the  garlands,  due  to  the  great  be- 
■efaflors  of  mankind,  be  not  fufFered 
,  to  fade  upon  the  brow  of  him  who  can 
boaft  only  petty  ferviccs  and  cafy  vir- 
tues. 

Had  thefe  maxims  been  vniverMy 
received,  how  much  would  have  been 
added  to  the  taflc  of  dedication,  the  work 
•n  which  sUl  tkc  power  of  noigdcni  wit 


has  been  exhaufted  ?  How  ftw  of  the& 
initial  panegvricks  had  appeared,  if  th« 
author  had  oeen  obliged  firft  to  find  a 
man  of  virtue,  then  to  diftin^ifli  the 
diftin6l  fpecies  and  degree  of  his  defert, 
and  at  laft  to  pay  him  only  the  honours 
which  he  might  juftly  claim.  It  is  much 
enfier  to  learn  the  name  of  the  laft  m^ 
whom  chance  has  exalted  to  wealth  and 
power,  to  obtain  by  the  intervention  of 
fome  of  his  domefticks  the  pHvile^  of 
addrefTing  him,  or  in  confidence  ot  the 
general  acceptance  of  flattery,  to  venture 
on  an  addrefs  without  any  previous  fbli- 
citation ;  and  after  having  neaped  upoii 
him  all  the  virtues  to  which  philofbphjr 
has  afligned  a  name,  infoim  him  how 
much  more  might  be  truly  faid,  did  not 
the  fear  of  giving  pain  to  his  modefty  re- 
prels  the  raptures  of  wonder  and  the  zeal 
of  veneration. 

Nothing  has  fo  much  degraded  litera- 
ture from  it's  natural  rtmk,  as  the  prac- 
tice of  indecent  and  promiTcuous  dedica- 
tion ;  for  what  credit  can  he  expefl  who 
profefles  himfelf  the  hireling  o(  vanity, 
nowever  profligate,  and  wiBiout  fhame 
or  fcruple  celebrates  the  worthleft,  dig- 
nifies the  mean,  and  gives  to  the  cor- 
rupt, licentiou*,  and  oppreflive,  the  or- 
naments which  ouzht  only  to  add  grace 
to  truth,  and  loveiinefs  to  innocence  ? 
Every  other  kind  of  adulteration,  how- 
ever fhameful,  however  mifchievous,  it 
lels  deteflable  than  the  crime  of  coimter- 
f^iting  characters,  and  fixing  the  ftamp 
of  Htei-ary  fan^ion  upon  the  drofs  antt 
rcfufe  of  the  world. 

Yet  I  would  not  overwhelm  Ac  au- 
thors with  the  whole  load  of  infamy, 
of  which,  part,  perhaps  the  greater  part, 
ought  to  fall  upon  their  patrons.  If  h«\ 
that  hires  a  bravo,  partakes  the  guilt  of  \ 
nturder,  why  ihoiud  he  who  bribes  a  \ 
flatterer  hope  to  be  exempted  from  the  . 
fhame  of  falfehood  ?  The  unhappy  de- 
dicator is  feldom  without  fbme  motives 
which  obftnift,  though  not  deftroy,  the 
liberty  of  choice  j  he  is  oppreffed  by 
mifenes  which  he  hopes  to  relieve,  or 
inflamed  by  ambition  which  he  experts 
to  gratify.  But  the  patron  has  no  in- 
citements equally  violent;  he  can  re- 
ceive only  a  ftiort  gratification,  with 
which  nothing  but  ftupidity  could  dif- 
pofe  him  to  be  pleafed.  The  real  fatit- 
fa^ion  which  praife  can  afford  is  by  re- 
peating aloud  the  whifpers  of  confcience, 
and  by  fhewinjg  us  that  we  have  not  en- 
dtaTtfUred  to  dcferve ■;wclLin  vain, 
o      Every 


3^o 


THE   RAMBLER. 


Bveiy  other  encomium  Is,  to  an  intel- 

Sit  miod,  fatire  and  reproach  5  the 
oration  of  thofe  virtues  which  we 
hd  oiurfelves  to  want,  can  only  impreis 
a  quicker  fenfe  of  our  own  defe6ls,  and 
ihcw  that  wc  have  not  yet  fatisfied  the 
expeftations  of  the  world,  by  forcing 
"BS  to  obfervc  how  much  fi^ion  muft 
contribute  to  the  completion  of  our 
chai-a^lcr. 

Yet  fometiraes  the  patron  may  claim 
li^dulgence  $  for  it  does  not  always  hap- 
pen, that  the  encomiail  has  been  much 
encouraged  to  his  attempt.  Many  a 
haplefs  author,  when  his  book,  and  per- 
haps hb  dedication,  was  ready  for  the 
prci's,  has  waited  long  before  any  one 
would  pay  the  price  of  proftitution,  or 
tonfcnt  to  hear  the  pi-aifcs  deftined  to  in- 
fure  his  name  againli  the  caiualties  of 


whofe  libeiallty  he  has  teen  enabled  to 
profecute  it,  and  he  may  juftly  rejoice  ia 
his  own  fortitude,  that  dares  to  reictie 
merit  from  obfcurity; 

Acrihut  exemprtstjfdeorteeluderit  mifce 
Ergo  aliquid  nofirU  dt  morihus. 

Thus  much  I  will  indulge  thee  for  thy  eafe. 

And  mingle  fomethmg  of  our  dmes  to  pleafe* 

Drydxn,  jvn* 

I  know  not  whether  greater  relaxatien 
may  not  be  indulged,  and  whether  hope 
as  well  as  gratitude  may  not  unblame- 
ably  produce  a  dedication ;  but  let  the 
writer  who  pours  out  his  praifes  only  to 
propitiate  power,  or  attratl  the  attention 
of  gi-eatnefs,  be  cautious  left  his  defire 
betray  him  to  exuberant  eulogies.  Wc 
are  natui'ally  more  apt  to  pleafe  ourselves 


time  5'  and  many  a  complaint  has  been  .  with  the  future  than  thcpaftj  and  wliile 
vented  againft  the  decline  of  learning,     wc  luxuriate  in  expcftation,   may   be 

cafily  perfuaded  to  purchafe  what  we  vtt 
rate  only  by  imagmation,  at  a  higher 
price  than  experience  will  warrant. 

But  no  private  views  or  peribnal  regard 
can  difcharge  any  man  from  his  gene- 
ral obligations  to  virtue  and  to  tnuh. 
It  may  nappcn  in  the  various  combina- 
tions of  lite,  that  a  good  man  may  re- 
ceive favours  from  one,  who,  notwith- 
landing  his  accidental  beneficence,  can- 
not be  juftly  propofed  to  the  imitation 
of  others,  and  whom,  therefore,  he  muft 
find  feme  other  way  of  rewarding  than 
by  publick  celebrations.  Self-love  has 
indeed  many  powers  of  feducement, 
but  it  furely  ought  not  to  exalt  any  in- 
dividual to  equality  with  the  colleflive 
body  of  mankind,  orperfuade  him  that 
a  benefit  conferred  on  him  is  equiva- 
lent to  every  other  virtue.  Yet  many 
upon  falfe  principles  of  gratitude  hav* 
ventured  to  extol  wretches  whom  all 
but  their  dependents  ninnbered  amon^ 
the  reproaches  of  the  fpecies,  and  whom 
they  would  likewile  nave  beheW  with 
the  fame  fcom  had  they  not  been  hired 
to  diihoneft  approbation. 

To  encourage  merit  \yith  praife  is  th# 
great  bufinefs  of  literature  j  but  praiiie 
muft  lofe  it's  influence  by  unjuft  or  n^- 
ligent  diftribution  ;  and  he  that  impairs 
it's  value  may  be  charged  with  mifap- 
plication  of  the  power  that  genius  puts 
into  his  hands,  and  with  fquandeiring  oa 
guilt  the  recompence  of  virtue. 
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and  negleft  of  genius,  when  either  par- 
fimonlous  prudence  has  declined  ex- 
pence,  or  honeft  indignation  rejefted 
talfehocd.  But  if  at  laft,  after  long 
enquiry  and  imiumerable  difappoint- 
ments,  he  finds  a  lord  willing  to  hear 
of  his  own  eloquence  and  taftc>  a  ftatef- 
man  defirous  of  knowing  how  a  friend- 
ly hiftorian  will  reprelcnt  his  condu^, 
or  a  lady  delighted  to  leave  to  the  world 

.  ^me  memorial  of  her  wit  and  beauty, 
>uch  weaknefs  cannot  be  cenfured  as  an 
inftance  ot  enoimous  depravity.  The 
wifeft  man  may  by  a  diligent  foUcitor  be 
iurpi'lfed  in  the  hour  ot  weaknefs,  and 
j>erl"Haded  to  folice  vexation,  or  invigo- 
rate hope,  with  the  munck  of  flattery. 

To  cenliirc  all  dedications  as  adula- 
tory and  fervile,  would  difcover  rather 

'  envy  than  juftice.  Praile  is  the  tribute 
of  merit ;  ami  he  that  has  incontcftibly 
cliftlnguinied  .hUnillf  by  any  iiubllck 
perlonnance,  has  a  right  to  all  the  ho- 
nours which  the  publick  can  beftc w.  To 
men  thus  i-airul  alx)ve  the  reft  of  the 
ccinmuniiy,  thei*e  is  no  need  that  the 
bock  or  it's  author  fliouM  have  any  par- 
ticular relation;  tliat  the  patron  is 
kni.vn  to  dcfcive  refpefl,  is  fulF.cicnt 
lo  vindicate  him  that  pays  it.  To  the 
Ihnie  n;gard  from  paiticiilar  perfons, 
private  virtue  and  lefs  confpicuous  ex- 
cclkiice  may  be  fometimes  entitled. 
An  author  may  with  gi^at  propriety  in- 
IcrUbc  his  work  to  him  by  whofe  encou- 
ragcnitnt   it    was  undertaken,   or  by 
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floa. 


TH  AT  Nvondcr  is  the  cfFe£l  of  ig- 
norance,  has  been  ottcn  obiervcd. 
The  awful  ftillnefs  of  attention^  with 
which  the  mind  is  overfpread  at  the 
fiiii  view  of  an  uncxpe6led  cffeS^,  ceaies 
when  we  have  leiiure  to  difentangle 
complications  and  inveftigate  caules. 
Wonder  is  a  paufc  of  reaion,  a  fuddcn 
ceflfation  of  the  mental  progrefs,  which 
lafts  only  while  the  underftanding  is  fix- 
jed  upon  Ibme  tingle  idea,  and  is  at  an  end 
when  it  recovers  force  enough  to  divide 
the  obje6l  into  it's  parts,  or  mark  the  in- 
termediate  gradations  fronj  the  iirft 
agent  to  the  laft  confequence. 

It  may  be  remarked  with  equal  truths 
that  ignorance  is  o^n  the  elFe£l  of 
wonder.  It  is  common  for  thofe  who 
have  never  accuftomed  themfelves  to  the 
labour  of  enquiry,  nor  invigorated  their 
confidence  by  conqucfts  over  difficulty, 
to  deep  in  the  eloomy  quiefcence  of  ailo- 
nifhment,  without  any  effort  to  animate 
enquiry  or  difpel  obfcuniy.  What  they 
caxmot  immediately  conceive,  they  con- 
fider  as  too  high  to  be  reached,  or  too 
ext£nfive  to  be  compi-ehended  5  they 
therefore  content  themfelves  with  the 
ffazc  of  folly,  forbear  to  attempt  what 
diey  have  no  hopes  of  performing,  and 
refign  the  pleafure  of  rational  contem- 
plation to  more  pertinacious  ftudy  or 
more  a^ire  faculties. 

Among  the  produ6lIons  of  mechanick 
art^  many  ai'e  of  a  form  fo  differentfrom 
that  of  their  firft  materials,  and  many 
confift  of  parts  fo  numerous  and  fo  nicely 
adapted  to  each  othei*,  that  it  is  not 
|>ofIible  to  view  them  without  amaze- 
ment. But  when  we  enter  the  (hops  of 
artificers,  obierve  the  various  tools  by 
which  every  operation  is  facilitated,  and 
.trace  the  progi'cfs  of  a  manufa^re 
through  the  diierent  hands,  that,  in  fuc- 
ceffion  to  each  other,  contribute  to  it*8 
jpofe^lion,  we  ibon  difcovcr  that  every 
^ngk  man  has  an  eafy  tafk,  and  that 
the  extremes,  however  remote,  of  natu- 
jal  nideoelft  and  artificial  degree,  are 


CaaiCH. 

joined  by  a  regular  concatenation  of  <f, 
fc£ls,  of  which  every  one  is  introducol 
by  that  which  precedes  it,  and  equalljf 
intxxKluces  that  which  is  to  follow* 

The  fame  is  the  ftate  of  inteUe6hia| 
and  manual  performances.    Loneca]» 
oilations  or  complex  diagrams  anriglit 
the  timorous  and  unexperienced  ironi 
a  fecond  view ;  but  if  we  have  flul)  fuf^ 
ficient  to  analize  them  into  fimple  prin<r 
ciples,  it  will  be  difcovered  that  ou^ 
fear  was  ground lefs.    Di*uidi  mdcoM- 
qutr^  is  a  principle  equally  juft  ii;  Cd^ 
epce  as  in  policy.    Complication  is  ^ 
fpecies  of  confederacy,    which,   while 
it  continues  united,  bids  defiance  to  th^     j 
moft  a£live  and  vigorpus  intelle^  j  Sut    / 
of  which  every  member   is   feparatdy   ' 
weak,   and  which   may  therefore   be 
quickly  fubdued  if  it  can  once  be^uro^ 
ken. 

The  chief  art  of  learning,  a$  Locke 
has  obferved,  is  to  attempt  but  little  at 
a  time.    The  wildeft  excurfiont  of  the  s 
mind  are  made  by  fhort  fiiehts  frequent)^  ] 
Iv  repeated  $  the  moll  lotty  fabricks  of  / 
icience  are  formed  by  the  continued  acy^ 
cumulation  of  tingle  propofitions. 

It  often  happens,  whatever  be  the 
caufe,  that  impatience  of  labour,  or  dread 
of  mifcarriage,  feizes  thofe  who  are  moft 
diftinguiihed  for  quicknefs  of  apprehen- 
fion  $  and  that  they  who  mifi;nt  with 
greateft  reafon  promiii:  themfe^es  vie* 
tory,  are  leafl  willinjr  to  hazard  the  en- 
counter. This  dii&ience,  where  the 
attention-  is  not  laid  afieep  by  lazinefs^ 
or  diffipated  by  pieafures,  can  arife  on- 
ly from  conhiled  and  general  views, 
inch  as  negligence  fnatches  in  hade,  er 
horn  the  aifappointment  of  the  firft 
hopes  formed  by  arrogance  without 
refle£lion.  To  expe£l  that  the  in- 
tridicies  of  fcience  will  be  pierced  by 
9,  carelefs  slance,  or  the  eminences  of  ^^ 
faxx^  afcended  without  labour,  is  to  ex- 
pert a  particular  privile^,  a  power  de- 
nied to  the  refi  of  mankind;  but  to  (np- 
poie  (hat  theouuq  it  iafcrutable  to  difi* 
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f  scnccy  or  the  heights  InaccelTible  to  per- 
severance, IS  to  iubmit  tamely  to  the  ty- 
Anny  of  fkncr,  and  cncham  tfie  Aind 
in  voluntary  mackles. 

It  is  the  proper  amhitkm  of  the  he- 
roes in  literature  to  enlarge  the  boun- 
^.darles  of  knowledge  by  dilcovering  and 
f  conquering  new  regions  of  the  iqDkl- 
kdual  wQiid.  To  the  fuccefs  of  fuch 
undertakines  perhaps  fome  degi-ee  of 
fortt£tou8  ■fiappincft  is  neceflary,  which 
no  man  can  promtfe  or  procure  to  him- 
felf;  and  therefore  doubt  and  irrefolution 
may  be  forgiven  in  him  that  venttlres 
into  the  unexplored  abyflfes  of  truth,  and 
attempts  to  find  his  way  through  the 
Ihiibiations  of  uncertt^mty,  and  the 
•onf\i£b  of  contradiftion.  But  when 
nothing  more  is  required,  than  to  pur- 
fnc  a  path  already  beaten,  to  trample 
obft^cles  which  others  have  demdifhed, 
-  why  ffabixld  any  man  fo  much  diftruft 
his  6wn  intelleft  as  to  imagine  himfelf 
unequal  to  the  attempt  ? 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  they  who 
devdte  their  lives  to  ftndy  would  at  once 
believe  nothing  too  ffreat  for  their  at- 
tatn:nenty  and  conhder  nothing  as  too 
fittle  for  their  r^rd ;  that  they  would 
extend  their  notice  alike  to  fcicucc  and 
toiifei  and  unite  fome  knowledge  fA 
the  prefent  woH<l  to  their  acquaintance 
with  paft  ages  and  remote  events. 

Nothing  has  fo  much  expoTed  men  of, 
kamtt^  to  contempt  and  ridicule,  as 
their  Ignorance  of  ihinea  which  are 
known  to  all  but  thcmfelves.  Thofe 
who  have  been  taught  to  confider  the 
inftitutions  of  the  ft1w)Is,  as  sjiving  tlie 
laft  perfection  to  human  abiiitjv.s,  are 
fbrprifed  to  fee  men  wrinkled  wirh  itu- 
dy,  yet  wanting  to  be  inftru6>ed  in  tite 
minute  ciraimftances  of  propnen',  or 
the  neceflary  fornis  of  daily  tianf;i6lion  ; 
»ttd  quickly  fbake  'off  their  itvwvoce 
for  modes  of  education,  -whicli  thiy 
find  to  produce  no  abihty  above  the  rclt 
of  mankind. 

•  Books,'  fays  Bacon,  *  cart  never 
«  teach  theufe  of  books.'  The  ftu»lcnt 
muft  learn  by  commerce  with  mankind 
to  reduce  his  fpeculations  to  practice, 
and  accommodate  liis  knowledge  to 
the  pnrpolies  of  life. 

It  is  too  common  for  thofc  who  have 
hcen-  bred  to  fcJiolafttck  profcflions,  and 
pafied  much  of  their  time  in  acidemrts 
where  nothing  but  feaming  confers  ho- 
nours, to  difregard  every  other  qiitriifi- 
«i4:i«ii>  and  to  imagine  that  they  IhaH 


find  mankind  ready  to  pay  honUge  tv 
their  knowledge,  and  to  crowd  about 
them  for  inlh^ii^on.  They  therefore 
ftep  out  from  their  cells  into  the  opeit 
world,  with  alt  tlie  confidence  *f  autho- 
rity and  dignity  of  imponance:  they 
look  round  alx*ut  them  at  once  with  ig- 
norance and  fcom  on  a  race  of  4)eings  to 
whom  they  are  cqiially  unknown  and 
equallv  contemptible,  but  whofe  man- 
ners they  mu(t  imitate,  and  with  whof« 
opinrons  they  nuift  comply,  if  theydefirc 
to  pai's  their  time  happily  among  them. 

To  leflen  that  diidam  with  which 
fchohrs  are  inclined  to  look  on  the  com- 
mon btiJinels  of  the  world,  and  the  un- 
willingnefs  with  which  they  condefcend 
to  Icnm  what  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
fyftem  of  phllofophy,  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  confider,  that  thou;^h  admiration  it 
excited  by  abftrufe  refcarches  and  re- 
motes difcoveries,  yet  pkafure  is  not 
given,  nor  afFe6lion  conciliated,  but  by 
fofter  accomplifliments,  and  qualities 
more  caiily  communicable  to  thofe  about 
us.  He  that  can  only  convtrfe  upon 
queftions,  about  which  only  a  fmall  papt 
of  mankind  has  knowlcilce  fuflkient  to 
make  them  curious,  muit  lofe  his  days 
in  iinfocial  fdence,  and  live  in  the  crowd 
of  life  without  a  companion.  He  that 
can  only  be  ufcful  on  great  occafiona^ 
may  die  without  exerting  his  abilities, 
and  ftand  a  helplcfs  Ipc£\ator  of  a  thou- 
fand  vexations  which  fret  asvay  happi- 
nefs,  ami  which  nothing  is  re<^uii-ed  to 
remove  but  a  little  dexterity  ot  condu«5l 
and  readinefs  of  expedient?. 

No  deffiee  of  knowledge  attainable  by 
man  \%  able  to  fct  him  above  the  want  of 
hourly  afliftancf,  or  to  cxtinguifli  the 
delire  of  fond  endearments,  and  tender 
otficioulhefs  j  and  therefore,  no  one 
fhould  think  it  unnecelfary  to  learn  thole 
arts  by  which  fricndfhip  may  be  gained. 
Kindnefs  is  preferved  by  a  conlUnt  re- 
ciprocation of  benefits  or  interchange  of 
plealiires  ;  but  fuch  benefits  only  can  be 
beftowtrtl,  as  others  are  capable  to  receive,^ 
and  fucli  pieaiurts  only  imported,  as 
others  are  qualified  to  enioy. 

By  this  defceut  from  the  pinnacles  of 
art  no  honour  will  be  loll ;    for  the  con- 
defcenfions  of  learning  are  always  over- 
paid by  gratitude.     An  elevatrd  genius 
employe*?  in  little   ti>ings,  appears,  to  s 
ttfe  the  fimile  of  Longinus,  like  the  fmi   ^■ 
in  his  evening  declination,  he  remits  his 
Wendor,  but  retains  his  magnitude,  and     '; 
plcaics  more  though  he  dawles  lefs. 
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Vjic, 


*rO  TAB   RAKlBLER. 

THOUGit  the  conterapt  with 
which  you  have  treated  the  annual 
migrations  of  the  gav  and  bufy  part  of 
numkind,  U  jufti^  bv  daily  obferva- 
tion»  iincc  ixk^  of  thofe  who  leave  the 
town*  neither  vary  their  entertainmenu 
nor  enlarge  their  notions  $  Vet  I  fuppofe 
you  do  not  intend  to  reprelent  the  prac- 
tice itfelf  as  ridiculous)  or  to  declare  that 
he  whofe  condition  puts  the  diihibution 
of  his  time  into  his  own  power  ihay  not 
properly  divide  it  between  the  town  and 
country^ 

That  the  country,  and  onlv  the  colm- 

/  trY>  difplays  the  inodiauftibie  varieties 
of  nature,  and  fupplies  the  philofbphical 
mind  with  matter  for  admiration  and 
cnqiiiry,  never  was  denied;  but  my  cu- 

,  riouty  is  very  little  attrafted  by  the  co- 
lour of  a  flower,  the  anatomy  of  an  in- 
fed,  ortheftruftureofa  heft;  I  amge- 
nendly  eniployed  upon  human  manners, 
and  therefore  fill  up  the  months  of  rural 
leifure  with  remarks  on  thofc  who  live 
within  the  circle  of  my  notice.  If  writ- 
ers would  more  frequently  vidt  thofe 
rcffions  of  negligence  and  liberty,  they 
jnight  divcrfify  their  reprefentations,  and 
miutiply  their  images,  for  in  thecountrv 
are  or  igmal  characters  chiefly  to  be  found. 
In  cities,  and  yet  more  in  coiuts,  the  mi- 
nute difcrimi nations  which  diilinguifli 
gne  from  another  aie  for  the  moil  pait 
eflaced,  the  peculiarities  of  temper  and 
opinion  aie  gradually  wprn  away  by 
f^promifcuous  converfe,  as  angular  bodies 
and  uneven  furfaces  lofe  their  points  and 

«  aiperitiet  by  frequent  attrition  againft 
-  one  another,  aiKl  approach  by  degrees 
to  uniform  rotundity.  The  prevalence 
of  Biihion,  the  influence  of  example*  the 
defire  of  applaufe,  and  the  dread  of  cen- 
{Ure,  obftrufl  the  natural  tendencies  of 
the  nind,  and  check  the  fancy  in  it's 
firft  efforts  to  break  forth  into  experi- 
ments of  caprice. 
Fc^  tadfeationf  art  fo  ftrong  as  to 


grow  up  into  habits,  when  tiie^  mu^ 
ftrugele  with  the  codftant  oppoution  of 
fettkd  foims  and  eftabliflied  cuftoms. 
But  in  the  country  every  man  is  a  (epa- 
rate  and  indepenident  being:  iblitudt 
flatters  irregularity  with  hopes  of  fecre^ 
Qjl  and  w^th,  reoMtved  from  the  mor- 
tification of  conoparifon,  and  the  awe  of 
eduality,  fwells  iiito.  contemptuous  coa- 
fidf  ncC)  and  fets  blame  and  laughter  at 
defiance}  the  iropulfes  of  pature  z€t  ua- 
reflrained,  and  the  diipofition  dares  to 
fliew  itfelf  in  it's  true  fonuy  without 
any  difguiie  of  hyp^crify,  or  docorationt 
of  clej^ance.  Every  one  indul^  the 
fiill  enjoynoent  of  nis  own  choice,  and 
talks  and  lives  with  no  other  view  than 
to  pleaie  himielf,  without  enquiring  how 
far  he  deviates  from  the  general  prac* 
tice,  or  coniklering  others  as  entitled  to 
any  account  of  his  ientiments  or  aCUons » 
If  he  builds  or  demoUflies,  opens  or  en- 
cloies,  deluge«  or  drains,  it  is  not  his 
care  what  may  be  the  (pinion  of  thofe 
who  are  (kitled  in  parfpe6live  or  archi- 
te6lure,  it.  is  fumcient  that  he  has  no 
landlord  to  controul  him,  and  that  none 
has  any  right  to  examine  in  what  pro- 
jects the  lord  of  the  manor  fpends  his 
own  money  on  his  own  gromids. 

For  this  reafon  it  is  not  very  common 
to  want  fubjeCls  for  rural  converfation. 
Almoit  every  naan  is  daily  doing  fome- 
thing  which  produces  merriment,  won- 
der, or  refentment,  among  his  neigh- 
bours. This  utter  exemption  from  re- 
ftrdlnt  leaves  every  anomalous  quality  to 
operate  in  it's  full  extent^  and  fuffers 
t!ie  natural  character  to  diffufe  itfelf  to 
every  part  of  life.  The  pride  which, 
under  the  check  of  public  obfervation, 
would  have  been  only  vemed  among 
fervants  and  domefUcks,  becomes  in  a 
country  baronet  the  torment  of  a  pro- 
vince, and  inftead  of  terminating  in  the 
deftru6lion  of  China-ware  and  ghffcs, 
ruins  tenants,  difpofleflcs  cottagers,  and 
haiaffes  villages  with  a6Uon$  of  trefpafs 
and  bills  of  indiftmeut. 

It  frequently  happens  that  evcfi  with* 
.  K  r  tv 
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out  violent  paifions,  or  enormous  cor- 
ruption, the  freedom  and  laxity  of  a 
ruftick  life  produce*  remarkable  parti- 
cularities ot  condu^  or  manner.  In  the 
province  where  I  now  refide»  wc  have 
one  lady  eminent  for  wearing  a  gown 
always  of  the  fame  cut  and  colour  j  ano- 
ther for  (hakmg  hands  voth  thofe  diat 
vifit  her$  and  a  third  for  unfhaken  refo- 
lution  never  to  let  tea  or  coffee  enter  her 
houfc. 

But  of  all  the  female  chara6ltrs  which 
this  place  affbrds>  I  have  found  none  fa 
worthy  of  attention  as  that  of  Mrs.  Bufy, 
a  widow,  who  loft  her  hulband  in  her 
thirtieth  vear,  and  has  itnce  paifed  her 
time  in  tne  manor-houTe,  iathe  govern- 
ment of  her  children,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  cfhite. 

Mrs.  Bufv  was  married  at  eighteen, 
'  finqm  t  boaixling-fchool,  where  flie  had 
paired  her  time  like  other  young  ladies 
in  necdlc^work,  with  a  few  intcivals  of 
dancing  and  reading.  When  (he  became 
a  bride,  ihc  fpent*  one  winter  with  her 
huiband  hi  town,  whei%  having  no  idea 
of  any  converfation  beyond  the  formali- 
ties of  a  vifit,  fhe  found  nothing  to  en- 
gage her  paflions;  and  when  fhe  had 
been  one  night  at  court,  and  two  at  an 
opera,  ^nd  ften  the  Monument,  the 
Tombs,  and  the  Tower,  flic  concluded 
that  London  had  nothing  more  to  (hew, 
amd  wondered  that  when  women  had 
once  feen  the  world  they  could  not  be 
content  to  (lav  at  home.  She  therefore 
went  willing^  to  the  ancient  feat,  and 
for  fomc  years  fhidied  houfcwifcry  under 
Mr.  Bufy's  mother,  with  fo  much  a(fi- 
duity,  that  the  old  lady,  when  (h*  died, 
bequeathed  her  a  caudle-cup,  a  foup- 
di(h,  two  beakers,  and  acheft  of  tabie- 
linen  fpun  by  hcrfdf. 

Mr.  Bufy  finding  the  economical  qua- 
Itties  of  his  lady,  refigned  his  affairs 
wholly  into  her  haudds,  and  devoted  his 
life  to  his  pointers  and  his  hounds.  He 
never  vifited  his  eftates,  but  to  defhxiy 
tlie  partridges  or  foxes ;  and  often  com- 
mitted ruch  devaftations  in  the  rage  of 
plcafurc,  that  iome  of  his  tenants  rcfuf- 
etl  to  hold  their  lands  at  the  ufual  rent. 
Their  landlady  perfuadcd  them  to  be  fa- 
lisfied,  and  entreated  her  hulband  to  dil- 
mifs  his  '  ogs,  with  many  exaft  calcu- 
lations of  the  ale  drank  by  his  compa- 
nions, and  com  confumed  by  the  horles, 
and  remon{trance8  againft  the  infolencc 
of  the  huntfman,  and  the  frauds  of  the 
groom.    Tlie  huntfrnan  was  too  neccr«> 


fary  to  his  liappinefs  to  be  difcaided; 
and  he  had  (Hll  continued  to  ravaee  his 
own  e(bte,  had  he.Jiot  caught  a  cold  and 
a  fever  by  (hooting  mallards  in  die  fens. 
His  fever  was  ibUowed  by  a  confump* 
tiony  which  in  a  few  months  brought 
him  to  the  grave. 

Mrs.  Bufy'  was  too  nnich  an  econo- 
mift  to  fad  either  joy  or  idnrow  at  his 
death.  She  receiv^  the  coinpUmenta 
and  confolations  of  her  neifi^hbours  in  a 
dark  room,  out  of  which  ue  liole  pri- 
vately every  night  and  morning  to  fee 
the  cows  milkra  5  and  after  a  few  days 
declared  that  (he  tlioughtawidowmignt 
.employ  herfelf  better  than  in  nudm^ 
grief;  and  that,  for  her  part,  (he  was  re- 
vived that  the  fortunes  of  her  children 
(hould  not  be  impaired  by  her  neglcft. 

She  thereforo  immediately  applied  her- 
felf to  the  reformation  of  abufes.  She 
gave  awav  the  dogs,  diichareed  the  fer- 
vants  of  tne  kemid  and  ftable,  and  fent 
the  borfes  to  the  next  fair,  but  rated  at 
fo  high  a  price  that  they  returned  im- 
fold.  She  was  revived  to  have  nothing 
idle  about  her,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
employed  in  common  drudgery.  They 
loft  tlieir  (leeknefs  and  grace,  and  weie 
foon  purchafed  at  half  the  value. 

She  foon  difencumbcred  herfelf  from 
her  weeds,  and  put  on  a  riding-hood>  a 
coarfe  apron,  and  (hort  petticoats,  and 
has  turned  a  large  manor  into  a  farm, 
of  which  (he  takes  the  management 
wholly  upon  herfdf.  She  rifes  before 
the  fun  to  order  the  horfes  to  their  gcers, 
and  fees  them  well  rubbed  down  at  tlidr 
return  from  work}  (he  attends  the  dairy 
mofningand  evening,  and  watches  when 
a  calf  falls,  that  it  may  be  carefully 
nurfed  j  (he  walks  out  among  the  (heep 
at  noon,  counts  the  lambs,  and  obfervea 
the  fences,  and,  where  (he  finds  a  gap, 
ftops  it  with  a  bufh  till  it  can  be  better 
mended.  In  harveft  (he  rides  a(icld  In 
the  waggon,  and  is  verv  liberal  of  her 
ale  from  a  wooden  bottle.  At  her  IcU 
fure  hours  (he  looks  goofe  eggs,  airs  the 
wool-room,  and  turns  the  chcefe. 

When  rcfpeft  orcuriofStybiings  vi(it» 
ants  to  her  houfe,  (he  entertains  them 
with  jwognofticks  of  a  fcarcity  of  wheat, 
or  a  rot  among  the  (heep,  and  always 
thinks  herfdf  privileged  todifmifs  them, 
when  (he  is  to  (ee  the  hogs  fed,  or  to 
count  her  poultry  on  the  rooft. 

The  onl>'  things  neglcftcd  about  her 
are  her  children,  whom  (he  has  taught 
nothing  but  the  lowe&houiHiold  duues* 

In 
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In  ffiv  laft  vifit  I  met  Miff  Bufy  cany- 
iae  gmins  to  a  Tick  cbw>  w/td  was  enter- 
tained wtdi  the  accomplishments  of  her 
eldeft  fon,  a  youth  of  fuch  early  maturi* 
ty,  that  though  he  is  only  fixteen,  flie 
can  truft  him  to  fell  com  m  the  market. 
Her  younger  dauehter^  who  is  eminent 
for  her  beauty,  though  fomewhat  tan- 
nod  in  making  ha/»  was  bufy  in  pour- 
ring  out  ale  to  the  pbughmeDs  that  every 
one  mi^t  have  an  equal  ihare. 


I  could  not  but  Jook  with  pity  on  this 
young  family,  doomed  by  the  abfurd 
prudence  of  their  mother  to  ignorance 
and  meannefsj  but  when  I  recommend* 
ed  a  moi%  elegant  education,  was  an- 
IWercd,  that  me  never  faw  bookifli  or 
finical  people  grow  rich,  and  that  Ihe 
was  good  for  nothing  herielf  till  ihe  had 
forgotten  the  nicety  of  the  boarding- 
fchool.    I  am)  yours,  &c. 

BvCOLVt, 


N9CXXXIX.    TUESDAY,  JULY  16,   1751, 


---i-iStT    qjVOD    VJ8    SIMPLEX    D17NTAXAT    IT   VKVM* 

,HOR. 
IXT    KV^tT    PIECZ    BX    SIMPLE    AND    BE    ONE* 


IT  is  required  by  Ariflotlc  to  the  per- 
fe£lion  of  tragedy,  and  is  equally 
neceflary  to  every  other  fpecies  of  regu- 
lar compolition,  that  it  ihould  have  a 
beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end.  *  The 

*  beginning,  *  fays  he,'   is  that  which 

*  has  nothing  necelFarily  previous,  but 

*  to  which  t£at  which  tollows  is  natu- 

<  rally  confequent;  the  end,  on  the  coA- 

*  trary,  is  that  which  by  necefllty,  or  at 

*  leaft  according  to  the  common  courfe  , 
'  of  things,  fucceeds  fomething  eUe,but 

*  which  implies  nothing  confequent  to 
'  it£:lf;  the  middle  is  conne^cd  on  one 
* .  fide  to  fomethine  tliat  naturally  goes 

<  befene,  and  on  the  other  to  fometmug 

*  that  naturally  /cdlows  it.' 

Such  is  the  rule  laid  down  by  this 
great  <ritick  for  the  difpofition  of  the 
cUflFcrent  parts  of  a  well  conftitutcd  fa- 
ble. It  mud  begin,  where  it  may  be 
made  intelligible  without  introdu6lioii; 
and  end,  where  the  mind  Is  left  in  re- 
pofe,  without  expe^ation  of  any  farthei* 
event*  The  intei*mediate  padkges  mult 
join  the  lafl  tSk^  to  the  f\rft  caule,  by  a 
regular  and  unbroken  concatenation  } 
noth'mg  muil  be  therefoie  inferted  which 
does  not  apparently  arife  fix>m  fonie- 
thing  foregoing,  and  pixjperly  make 
way  for  fcxnething  that  fucce«ls  it. 
.  This  precept  is  to  be  undaHood  in 
Sr's  rigour  only  with  rcfpe^  tti  gi:eat  and 
eifential  events,  and  cannot  be  extended 
in  the  fame  force  to  minuter  circum- 
ihmces.  and  arbitrary  decorations,  which 
yet  are  more  happy  as  they  contribute 
more,  to  the  main  defign  ;  for  it  is  aU 
ways  a  proof  of  exteojive  thought  and 
accuiate  cirdumf^e^lion,  to  promote  va- 


rious purpofes  by  the  (ame  a£^  \  and  tht 
idea  of  an  ornament  admits  ufe,  though  ^ 
it  fecms  to  exclude  neceflity. 

Whoever  purpofes,  as  it  is  exorefTcd 
by  Milton—*  to  build  the  lofty  rhime,' 
muil  acquVmt  himfelf  with  this  law  of 
poetical  architecture,  and  take  care  that 
his  edifice  be  folid  as  well  as  beautifiUi 
that  nothiog  ibmdfingle  or  indepcndem» 
fo  as  that  it  may  be  ^en  away  without 
injuring  the  reft  |  but  that  freni  tbt. 
foundation  to  the  pinnacles  one  part  reft 
firm  upon  another. 

This  regular  and  confequential  diftri- 
bution  is  among  common  authors  fre- 
quently ncgle£led;  bu)t  the  failures  of 
thofe  whofe  example  can  have  no  influ- 
ence, may  be  fafely  overlooked,  nor  is  it 
of  much  ufe  to  recall  obfcure  and  unre- 
garded names  to  memory  for  the  lake  of 
^rting  with  rheir  infamy.  But  if  there 
is  any  writer  whofe  genius  ckn  embel- 
lifli  impropriety,  aiS  whofe  authority 
can  make  error  venerable,  his  works  are 
the  proper  obje£ls  of  eriCicalinquifition. 
To  expunge  faults  where  there  arc  no  , 
excellencies,  is  a  taflc  equally  ufelcfs 
with  that  of  the  chemift,  sA\o  employs 
the  arts  of  fcpuration  and  refinement 
upon  ore  in  which  no  precious  metal  is 
contained  to  reward  nis  operations. 

The  tragedy  of  Samfon  Agoniftes 
has  been  celebrated  as  the  fccond  work 
of  the  great  author  of  Paradife  Loft, 
and  oppofed  with  all  the.  confidence  of 
triumph  to  the  drarontick  performances 
of  other  nations.  It  contains  indeed  jult 
fentiments,  maxims  of  wildom,  and 
oracles  of  piety,  as  many  paflagcs 
written  with  the  ancient  fpiiit  of  choral 
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poetty»  In  which  there  is  a  jolt  and  Dleaf- 
ing  mixture  of  Seiieca*a  moral  decla- 
mation, with  the  wild  enthuiiaim  of  the 
Gr^k  writers.  It  is  therefore  wor- 
thy* of  examinatioQy  whether  a  per- 
formance thus  iliominated  with  gemui , 
and  enriched  with  leaming>  is  corapoied 
according  to  the  indifpenfibk  laws  of 
Ariftotelian  criticiihi:  and^  omitting  at 
preient  ail  other  confiderations,  whiter 
xt  exhibits  a  beginning,  a  middk»  and 
imend. 

The  beginning  is  \mdoubtedly  beau- 
tiful and  proph',  ^opening  with  a  grace- 
ful abruptnels,  and  ptrocedin^  natural- 
ly to  a  mournful  itcital  of  ia£b  i^ecef- 
iary  to  be  known. 

BamfoH.  A  little  onwsrd  lend  thy  gmding 
han4 
Tp  thefedarkftept^  a  Utile  hrthtroai 
For  yonder  baok  hadi  choice  of  fun  and  ihade; 
There  I  am  wont  to  fit  when  any  diance 
Relieves  me  from  my  talk  of  fendle  toil^ 
Daily  in  the  common  prifon  elfe  enjoined  me. 
—O  ndierefore  was  my  birth  from  Hcay'n 

mretoid 
Twice  by  an  angel?— 
P» Why  was  my  brecdina  ordet'd  and  pre- 

fcribM, 
As  of  a  perfon  feparate  to  Cod, 
1^6gti*d  for  great  exploits^  if  I  muft  die 
Betny*d,  capdv'd,  and  bpth  my  eyes  put  out? 
»r>Whom  have  I  to  complain  of  but  myfelf? 
Who  this  hi^  gif^  of  ftrength,  committed 

to  me. 
In  what  part  lodgM,  how  eafily  bereft  me, 
Under  the  feat  of  filence  could  not  keep, 
But  wesjcly  to  a  woman  muft  reveal  it. 

His  foliloquy  is  interrupted  by  a  chorus 
or  ccmpany  of  men  ot  his  own  tribe, 
who  condole  his  miferics,  extenuate  his 
feult,  and  conclude  with  a  folemn  vin- 
dication of  Div'me  Juftice.  Sp  that  at 
the  condufion  of  the  fiift  aft  there  is  no 
dcfign  laid,  no  difcovcry  made,  nor  any 
difpofition  formed  towards  the  fubfe- 
qucnt  event. 

In  the  fccond  aft,  Manoah,  the  fa- 
ther of  Sarafon,  comes  to  icek  his  fon, 
and  being  Ihcwn  him  by  th«  chorus, 
breaks  out  into  Lmentations  of  his  mi- 
fery,  and  compariions  of  his  ^relent 
with  his  formtr  ftate,  rcprcfcnting  to 
him  tlie  ignominy  which  his  R'ljgion  dif- 
fers, by  the  fcftival  this  day  celcbi^ted 
in  honour  of  Da^on,  to  whom  the  ido- 
laters afcribcd  his  ovprtluow. 

*  Thou  bear* ft 

Enough,  and  more,  the  burden  of  that  fault; 


Bitterly  haft  dioupald  iad  ftUl  art  pfylog 
That  rigid  fcore.  A  worfe  thing  yet  remain^ 
Thif  day  the'PhJUftilies  a  popular  feaft 
Here  c^ebrate  in  Gaza;  and  proclaim 
Great  pomp  and  facrifice,  and  praifes  loud 
To  Dagon,  as  their  god,  who  hath  deiiver*d 
Thee,  Samibn,  bound  and  blind  into  thei^ 

hands, 
Them  out  of  ^line,  whoflew^ft  them  many  a 

flain* 

Samfon,  touched  with  this  reproach^ 
makes  a  reply  eaually  penitential  and 
pious,  which  his  father  confiders  as  th^ 
efiufion  of  prophetick  confidence. 

Samfon,        *\  Gdd,  be  f«re. 

Will  not  0onnive  or  linger  thus  provok'dy 
But  will  arife  and  his  great  name  aflertt 
Dagon  muft  ftoop,  and  fliall  ere  long  receive 
Such  a  difcomfit,  as  (hall  quite  deipoU  hua 
Of  all  thefe  boafted  trophies  won  on  me. 

Mdamab,    With  caufe  this  hope  relievet 
thee,  and  thefe  words 
I  as  s  prophecy  leceiife;  fbr  God, 
Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long  defer 
To  vindicate  the  glory  of  his  name* 

This  part  of  the  dialogue,  as  it 
might  tend  to  animate  or  exafperate 
Samfon,  cannot,  I  think,  be  cenfured 
as  wholly  fupo^uous;  but  the  fuc^ 
ceeding  difpute,  in  which  Samfon  con- 
tends  to  die,  and  which  his  father  breaks 
off,  that  he  may  go  to  folicit  his  releafe, 
is  only  valuable  for  it's  own  beauties^ 
and  no  tendency  to  introduce  any  thing 
that  follows  it. 

The  next  event  of  the  drama  is  the 
aiTival  of  Dalilahj  with  all  her  graces, 
artifices,  and  allurements.  This  pro- 
duces a  dialogue,  in  a  very  high  degree 
degant  and  inftruftlve,  from  which  fh^ 
retires,  after  fhe  has  exhaufted  her  per- 
fuafions,  and  is  no  moi^  fcen  nor  heard 
of;  nor  has  her  vjfit  any  cflfeft  but  that 
of  raifing  the  charaftcr  oj"  Samfon. 

In  the  fourth  aft  enters  Harapha,  the 
giant  of  Gath,  whofe  name  had  never 
been  mentioned  before,  and  who  ha^ 
now  no  other  motive  of  coming  than  to 
fee  the  man  whofe  (Irength  and  aftions 
are  fo  loudly  celebrated. 

/ftfr/y/^.— Much  I  have  hcatd 
Of  thy  prodigious  might, and  feats  perfcMmM, 
Incredible  to'me;  in  this  dlfpleas*d. 
That  I  was  never  prefent  in  the  place 
Of  thofe  encounters,  whcfe  \ve  might  have 

tried 
Hach  other*8  force  in  camp  or  lifted  ftelds; 
And  now  am  come  to  fee  pf  whom  fnch  nojfe 

Hath 
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Hath  wallcM  aboTit^  and  each  limb  t»  forreyy 
If  thy  appearance  anfwer  load  report* 

Samfon  challenges  him  to  the  combat; 
axxly  after  an  interchange  of  reproach- 
ety  elevated  by  repeated  defiance  on  one 
fide,  and  imbittered  by  contemptuous 
Infultson  the  other,  Harapha  retires; 
we  then  hear  it  determined,  by  Samfon 
and  the  ehorus,  that  no  confequence 
good  or  bad  ^1  proceed  from  their  in- 
terview. 

CUhis,  Hs  wHl  diredly  to  the  lords,!  fear» 
And  with  malicious  counfel  iHr  them  up 
3oime  way  or  other  farther  to  a^i^  thee* 

S4fmJ'    He  muft  alledgp  fome  eaufe,  and 
ofierM  fight 
Will  not  dare  mentiony  left  a^uefUon  rife, 
Whether  he  durft  accepttfie  o0er  or  not; 
And  tfa^t  he  durft-fiot^Uin  enough  appeared* 

At  laft,  in  the  fifth  a£V,  appears  a 
mcfTcnger  6x)m  the  lords  aflcmbled  at 
the  feftivol  of  Dagon,  with  a  funuiKms 
by  which  Samfon  is  required  to  come 
and  entertain  them  with  fome  proof  o'f 
his  fbvngth.  Samfon,  after  a  fhort  ex- 
pofhilation,  difmiflfes  him  with  a  firm 
jmd  refolute  refufal;  but  during  the  ab« 
icnce  of thfe meflfdngcr,  having  awhile 
defended  the  propriety  of  his  condu6l, 
be  at  lafl  *  declares  hunfelf  moved  by  a 
fecret  impulfeto  comply,  and  utters  fome 
dark  prelages  of  a  gi-cat  event  to  be 
brought  to  pafs  by  his  agency,  under 
the  diref^ion  of  Providence. 

Samf.  BeofgooMwirage^ibegiQtofeel 
Some  roufing  motioarin  me,  which  difpofe 
To  (bmethiag  extraordinary  my  thoughts. 
I  with  ths  meifenger  will  go  along, 
Nothing  to  do,  befure^  that  may  diil^onour 
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Our  law,  or  ftain  my  vow  of  NaMnte. 
If  there  be  ought  of  prefage  in  the  mind^ 
This  day  will  be  reniaricable  In  my  life    ' 
By  iome  great  a^,  or  of  my  days  the  laft. 

While  Samfon  is  amdu^led  off  br 
the  mefrenger,,his  father  returns  with 
hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  fblichation,  up- 
on which  he  confers  with  the  chortu  till 
their  dialogue  is  interrupted,  firft  by  a 
fhout  of  triumph,  and  afterwards  by 
fcreams  of  horror  and  agony.  As  they 
fhmd  deliberating  where  tbey  fhdl  be 
fecure,  a  man  who  had  been  pitient  at 
the  fhew  enters,  and  relates  how  Samibn 
having  prevailed  on  his  guide  to  fuffer 
him  to  lean  u^inft  the  main  pillars 
of  the  theatrical  edifice,  tore  down  the 
roof  upon  the  fpe^atort  andhimftlf. 


-Thofe  two  mafly  pilian. 


With  horrible  confuiion,  to  and  fro. 

He  tugg*d,  he  ihook,  ^  down  they  came^ 

and  drew 
The  whole  roof  after  them,  «^  borft  of 

thunder. 
Upon  the  heads  of  all  who  (at  beneath       ■ 
—Samfon  with  thefe  immixt,  inevitably 
PuU'd  down  the  fame  deftru^Uononhhafelf* 

This  is  imdoubtedly  a  jufl  and  r^ular 
cataftrophe,  and 'the  poem,  therefi)re» 
has  a  beginning  and  an  end  which  Ari- 
ftotle  himfelf  couU  not  have  difapprov- 
ed ;  but  it  mf3&  be  allowed  to  want  a 
middle,  fince  nothine  pafies  between 
the  firft  aa  and  the  laft,  that  either  haf- 
tens  or  delays  the  death  of  Samfon. 
The  whole  drama,  if  it's  funerfluities 
were  cut  off,  would  fcarccly  fill  a  finale 
a£l;  yet  this  is  the  tragedy  which  ig- 
norance has  admired,  and  bigotry  ap<» 
plauded. 
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■    ;  I  I      ^Vlt    TAM    LVCILX    rAOTOft    INEFTX    tST, 
VT    NOW    HOC  FATXATUa. 


Hot. 


WHAT    DOATING    BIGOT,    TO    HIS    FAULTS    90    ItXND, 
At    NOT    TO    CKAHT    MX    THIS,    C^W    KIITON    FIND? 

f  T  T  IS  common,'    fays  Bacon,  «w  grceof  virtue  or  reputation  is  able  to  fe^ 

JL  *  dcfirc  the  end  without  enduring  cure  an   infonper    from   pubUck   ha- 

f  the  means.'    Every  member  of  fode-  tred..    The  learned  world  has  alwa^rs 

tj  fetls  and  acknowledges  the  nccefTity  admitted  the   ufcfulncfs  of  critical  dif- 

0f  dctetog  crimes,  yet  fcarce  any  de-  quifitions,  yet  he  that  attempts  to  fhew, 

<                ■  however 
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homtvtr  modMj,.  the  failures  of  a  cc- 
Mxnted  writ€r»  ihall  fui-ely  irritate  his 
admirdrt,  and  incur  the  immitation  of 
enryy  eapfADn(mt\&i  and  malignity. 

With  this  danger  full  in  my  view,  I 
fiM  proceed  to.escanun^  the  fentiments 
of  Mikon'f  tragedy,  which,  though 
nmcii  lei's  linbie  to  cenfur^  than  the  dif- 
p^fitioDof  his.nlan,  are,  like  thofe.of 
fftkar  wikers,  iometimea  expofed  to  ju  (I 
exceptioa  fee  want  of  jcare,  or  want  of 
dtfpeniiOBnt. 

^  Senthnentt  are  proper  and  improper  as 
they  eott6£t  moct  or  left  with  the  cha- 
ra^F  and-  circumftanccs  of  the  pcrion 
to  whom  th^  are  attributed,  with  the 
rules  of  the  compofition  in  which  they 
an^found,  of  ivith  the,  fettled  an|d  un- 
alterable nature  of  things » 

It  is  common  among  the  tragick  po- 
ets to  intioduce  tlieir  jpeHbns  alluding  to 
events  or<opiniont,  on  which  they  could 
B»t  poflibly  have  any  knowledge.  The 
barbarians  of  remote  or  newly-difcovci-ed 
regions  often  dilplay  their  (kill  iii  Eu- 
ropean learning.  The  god  of  Iqve  is 
mentioned  in  Tamerlane  with  al!  the 
^^(iant^of  a  Roman  epigrammatifl^ 
mni  a  late  writer  lias  put  Hai-vey's  doc- 
tnae  ofthextrculation  of  the  blood  in- 
to  tbe.ni9uth  ofaTurki(h  ftatefman, 
v^oiived  i>eai'  two  centuries  heforp  it 
was  known  even  to  philofophers  or  ana- 
tqfmfits. 

,  Milton's  learning,  wh^ch  acqtiainted' 
him  v^ith  the  nunners  of  the  ancient 
eaftem  nations,  aiid  his  invention,which 
required  no  amdance  from  the  common 
cant  of  poetry,  have  preferved  him  fix)m 
freouent  outi-ages  of  local  or  chrono- 
logical propriety.  Yet  he  has  mention- 
ed 'Chalybean  Steel,  of  which  it  is  not 
very  likely  that  his  chorus  fliould  have  • 
h^uti,  and  has  made  Alp  the  general 
name  of  a  n^ouptain^  in  a  region  where 
the  Alps  c6uld  (carcejy  be  known. 

No  medicinal  liquor  can  a^Twagey 
Ner^reath  of  cooling  air  from  ihowy  Alp* 

He  has  taujvht  Simfon  the  tales  of  Circe, 
and  the  S)Tcns,  at  which  he  apparently 
liints  in  his  colloquy  with  DaHlah. 

I  knf»w  thy  trains, 
Tho*  d«»arly  to  nay  coft,  thy  gins  an*  toilq 
Thy  fait  enchanted  cup^  and  vfsrblmg  cbamtt^ 
No  more  on  mc  have  pow*r* 

But  the  groflcft  ersor  of  this  l^ind  is 
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the  folcmn  introdu^ionof  the  P^oenjx^ 
in  the  laft  fcenc,  which  is  fiiulty,  not 
only  as  it  is  incongruous  to  the  perso- 
nage to  whom  it  is  afcribed,  but  as  it  it 
fo  evidently  contrary  to  reafon  and  na- 
ture, that  it  ought  never  to  be  mention- 
ed but  as  a  fable  in  a  ferious  poem. 

*~VMtue  giv*n  fnr  loft, 
DqireiU  and  overthrown,  as  feem^df 
Like  that  felf-begottcn  bird 
In  the  Arabian  woods  eroboit 
That  no  feoond  knows,  nor  third. 
And  lay  crc  wl^le  aholocaufti 
From  out  our  alhy  womb  now  teem*d 
Revives,  reflouriflics,  then  vigorous  mofft 
When  moft  unaftive  dcem'd; 
And  thti'  her  body  die,  her  fame  furvlvesy 
A  fecuUr  bird  ages  of  lives. 

.  Another  fpecies  of  impropriety,  is 
the  unfuitablenefs  of  thoughts  to  tne  gc- 
naal  charafterofthe  poem.  The  fe- 
rioufnefs  and  (blemnity  of  tragedy  ne- 
ceflarilyrcjefts  all  pointed  or  epigram- 
matical  expreflions,  all  remote  conceits 
and  opijoHtion  of  ideas.  Samfon's  com- 
plaint is  therefore  too  daborate  to  be 
natural. 

As  in  the  land  of  darknefs,  yet  i«  light. 

To  live  a  life  half  dead,  a  living  death. 

And  buryMj  but  O  yet  more  mifeiable! 

Myfeif  my  fcpulchre,  a  moving  grave! 

Bury'd,  yet  not  exempt. 

By  privilege  of  death  and  burial. 

From  worft  of  other  evils,  pains  and  wrongs* 

All  aJlufiont  to  Jejy^and  trivial  ob- 
je£b,  with  which  omtempt  is  ufually 
affociated,  are  doubtJefs  unfuitable  to  a 
fpecies  of  compofition  which  ought  to 
be  always  awful,  though  not  always^ 
magnificent.  The  remark  therefore  of 
the  choi-us  on  ^ood  and  bad  news,  fecms 
to  want  elevation. 

Manoab.  A  Utde  ftaywiU  bring  fome  no- 

*  cicehither 
Chor,    Of  good  or  bad  fo  great,  of  bad  the 
fooner; 
TotWiA  nftvitfiiiipofi^  awhile  good  news  i^i/j. 

.  But,  of  all  meannefa,  that  has  ieaft  t% 
plead  which  is  produced  by  mere  verbal 
conceits,  which  depending  only  upon 
founds,  lofe  their  cxiftence  by  the  change 
of  a  fyllable*  Of  this  kind  is  the  fol. 
lowing  dialogue, 
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Chor,  But  had  we  beft  rcfurc?  I  fee  zftarm. 
Stmf» '  Fair  days  have  oft  contra^ed  wind 

ftnd  rain. 
"Chr*    But  this  another  kind  of  tempeft 

l>rings. 
Samf*     Be  lefs  abftrufe,  my  riddling  dayi 

are  paft* 
€hr»  Ldok  now  for  no  inchanting  vokcy 
nor  fctr 
The  bait  of  honied  words;  a  rougher  tongue 
Draws  hithenK'ard)  I  kno^  him  by  iiis  ftride^ 
The  giant  Harapha 

And  vet  more  de(pi cable  are  the  lines 
in  whicn  Manoah's  paternal  kindneis 
ts  comineixled  by  the  chorus. 

Fathers  are  wont  to  lay  up  for  their  fons> 
Thou  for  thy  fon  grt  bent  to  lay  out  alU«» 

Samfon^s  complaint  of  the  inconve* 
DieDcies  of  imprifonment  is  not  wholly 
without  verbal  quaintnefs. 

—I  a  prifoaer  chained,  fcarce  freely  draw 
The  air,  imprifoA'd  alfo,  clofe  and  damp. 

From  the  fcntiments  we  may  properly 
defcend  to  the  confidci-ation  of  the  lan- 
guage, which,  in  imitation  of  the  an- 
cients, is  through  the  whole  dialogue 
remarkably  fimple  and  unadorned,  Icl- 
dom  heightened  by  epithets,  or  varied 
by  figinrs;  yet  fometimcs  metaphors 
find  admiffion,  even  where  their  con- 
iiftency  is  ,not  accurately  preferved. 
Thus  Sanifon  confounds  loquacity  with 
a  (hipwreck. 

How  could  I  once  look  up,  or  heave  the  head. 
Who,  like  a  |boli/h  pilot,  hsve  Jbifwreck^d 
My  v^trufted  to  mc  from  above, 
Glorioufly  rigg'Ji  and  for  a  word,  a  tear,    ■ 
Fool,  have  dtvulg'd  thcficret  gift  of  God 
To  a  deceitful  woman! 

And  the  choms  talks  of  addmg  fuel  to 
flame  in  a  report. 

He's  gone,  and  who  knows  how  he  mAynpert 
"^hy  words,  by  adding  fuel  to^tbfjiamef 

The  vcrfification  is  in  the  dialogue 
much  more  Ihiooth  and  harmonious  tTian 
in  the  parts  a]lotted  to  the  cho:-u5?, 
whi(fh  ire  ^ftenlb  harfli  and  difibnant, 
a»  fcarce  to  prcfcrve,  whether  the  lines 
end  with  or  without  rhymes,  any  ap- 
}>earapce  of  metrical   regularity. 

Or  do  my  eyes  mifreprefcnt^  pan  this  be^hc, 
T^at'heroicki  that  renown'<l, 
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Irreflftible  Satnfon;  ^hbm  tfoarm^A 

No  flreugth  of  man,  or  ficrc^ft  wild  beaftt 

could  withOeuid; 
Who  tore  the  lion>  a.  the  Um  teats  the  Jcid? 

Since!  have  thus^  pointed  out  tho 
faults  of  Milton,  critical  integrity  i-c- 
qoires  that  1  fliould  endeavour  t6'  dlT* 
play  his  excellencies,  though  they  will 
noteafily  be  difcovered  m4Kmt  quo- 
tations, becaufe  they  coniifUn  the  juft- 
nefs  of  diffufe  reafonlrigs, .  or  in  the 
contextui-e  and  method  of  continue  dia- 
logues] this  play  having  none  of  thcfc 
dcferiptions,  fimilies,  or  fplcndid  ftn- 
tences;  with  which  other  tragedies  are 
fb  laviftily  adorned. 

Yet'  ibme  paiTages  mxj  be  i^e6M 
which  feem  todefenre  particular  notice^ 
either  as  containing  fentiments  of  paf- 
fion,  repreientatlons  t>f  life,  proc^Mc- 
of  condu£V,'or  fallies  of  imagination* 
It  is  not  cafy  to  give  a  (tronger  reprdcn* 
tatiop  of  the  wcarinefs  of  dcipandency* 
than  in  tlie  wwds  of  Samlcm  to  bis 
father. 

I  feel  my  genial  fpults  droop,  ' 
My  hopes  aU  flac^  nature  withi»  me  feemtt 
In  all  her  ftinftknw  weary  of hexfelfj 
My  race  of  glory  run,  and  race  of  fkame  ^ 
And  I  /hall  Jhortly  be  with  them  that  reft* 

The  reply  of  Samfon  to  the  flattering 
Dalllah  affords  a  jult  and  ihlking  de- 
fcription"  of  the  fli^tageW  and  a^lure- 
meut»  of  feminine  hypoorify. 


*Thefe  are  thy  wonted  arts^ 


And  arts  of  evify  woman  falfe  like  thee^ 
To  break  all  faidi,  all  vows«  deceive,  betcay^ 
Then  as  repentant  to  fubmit,  befee^h, 
And  reconcilement  move  with  feign*d  Te« 

morfe, 
Confefs  and  promife  wonders  in  hejp  change^ 
Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 
Kcr  hulband,  how  tarurgM  his  patience  bean. 
His  virtue  or  weakntft  which  way  to  affa!!: 
Then  with  more  cautious  and  inftru^ted  fdJl 
Again  tranfgreiTes,  and  again  fubmits.    • 

When  Samfon  has  rcfiifed  to  malse 
himfeifa  fpe£lacle  at  the  feaft  of  Dagon, 
he  firft  juiUfics  his  behaviour  to  the  cho- 
rus, who  charge  him  with  having  fejr- 
ved  the  Phililtmts,  by  a  veryjuft  diftnc- 
tion;  and  then  deftroys  the  common  ex- 
cule  of  cowardice' and  fer\'ility,  which 
always  confound  tiniptatlon  with  loni- 
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G&or*    Yet  with  thy  ftteag&thMfierr'ft 

the  PhUiftioes. 
Smf  Not  in  their  idol  worihtp^but  by  U- 
bour 
Honeft  md  bnrful  to  dsfenre  my  food 
Of  tfaoie  yfho  have  vac  in  their  civil  power. 
Chor*  Where  the  heart  joiiu  not^  outward 

iOs  defile  not. 
S^mf,  Where  outward  force  coiiftrains,the 
ftnteace  holda> 
But  who  GodbaiM  me  lotfat  temple  of  Da« 

Not  drag^ng?  The  Phillftine  lords  com« 

mand. 
Conmandsare  po  conftraints*  If  I  obey  them, 
I  do  it  fieely,  Teot*riag  te  difpleafe 
Cod  ferthe  fear  of  mtty  and  man  prefer^ 
Set  Ood  behind* 

The  ccmvpMttt  of  blindncfs  which 
Samfon  pours  out  at  the  begiiming  of 
the  tngcdy  is  emially  adHrcffed  to  the 
p:dfions  and  the  iancy.  The  enume- 
ratioD  of  hU  mifeiies  is  fucceeded  by  a 
▼err  pleafinr  train  of  poetical  ima|;es, 
and  conckSed  by  fucn  ecpoftulations 
and  wifheSy  as  reafon  too  often  fubmits 
to  learn  finom  defpair. 


O  firft  created  beam,  and  then  great  T7<ii3 
Let  there  be  Irght*  and  light  was  over  all; 
Why  am  I  thus  bereavM  thy  prime  dcove^ 
The  fun  to  me  is  dark. 
And  Blent  as  the  nooon 
When  fhe  deferts  the  night. 
Hid  in  her  vacant  interlunar  cave* 
Since  light  16  neceilary  is  to  life. 
And  alrooft  life  itfeifl  if  it  be  ti-ucy 
That  light  is  in  the  foul. 
She  all  in  cv'ry  part  j  whv  was  the  fight 
To  fuch  a  under  ball  as  m*  eye  confinM^ 
So  obvions  and  fo  eafy  to  be  quenched, 
And  not}  as  feeling,  thro*  all  parts  diMis*d^ 
That  fhe  may  look  at  will  thro'  ev*ry  pore. 

Such  are  the  ^ults  and  fuch  the  beau- 
ties of  Samfon  Agonifles,  which  I  have 
fhewn  with  no  other  poxpofe  than  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  true  criticifm. 
.The  cverlafting  vcnJure  of  Milton's 
lauitls  has  nothing  to  fear  from  fhd 
blafts  of  malignity}  nor  can  my  attempt 
produce  any  other  effe£l,  than  to  ftj  eng- 
then  their  (hoots  by  lopping  their  luzu* 
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TO  tHB   RAMBLER. 

POLITICIANS  have  long  oh. 
(erved,that  the  greatelt  events  may  be 
often  traced  back  to  flender  caules.  Pet. 
ty  competition  or  cafuai  friendihip,  the 
y>rudenceof  a  flave,or  the  garrulity  of  a 
woman,  have  hindered  or  promoted  the 
moft  important  fbhemes,  and  haflened 
cr  retarded  the  revolutions  of  empii'e. 

Wlioever  (hall  review  his  life  will  ge- 
nerally find,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
condufl  has  been  detamined  by  feme 
accident  of  no  apparent  moment,  or  by 
a  combinatioii  of  inconfiderable  cir- 
cumfUncet,  a£^ing  when  his  imagination 
was  ^unoccupied,  and  his  judgment  un- 
iettledi  and  that  his  pritK:ipl^  and  ac- 
tions have  taken  theu*  colour  from  fome 
fecret  infudon,  mingled  without  defign 
in  the  current  of  his  ideas.  The  de- 
fu-es  that  predominate  in  cnr  hearts, 
arc  inftilkd  by  imperceptible  rommu- 
iiications  at  the  time  when  we  look  \ipon 
1^  varioiss  icenes  of  the  woik^  and  the 


different  cmpbvments  of  men,  witR 
•  the  neutrality  of^  inexperience  $  and  we 
come  forth  from  the  nurfery  or  the 
fchool,  invariably  deftined  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  great  acquifitions,  or  petty  ac* 
complimments. 

Such  was  the  impulfe  by  which  I  have 
been  kept  in  motion  firom  my  eariieft 
yeai-s.  I  was  bom  to  an  iifheritahce 
which  gave  my  childhood  a  claim  to 
didinclion  and  carefTes,  and  w2B  ac- 
cuftomed  to  hear  applaufcs,  before  thcjr 
had  much  iailuence  on  my  thoughts. 
Tht  firft  praife  of  which  I  remember 
myfclf  fenlible,  was  that  of  good  hu- 
mour, which,  whether  I  deferved  it  or 
not  when  it  was  beilowed,  I  have  (icce 
made  it  my  whole  bufincTs  to  propagate 
and  maintain.  ^ 

When  I  was  fent  to  (cliool,  ^  ni. 
ety  of  my  look,  and  the  livelineftf  atyny 
loquacity,  foon  gained  me  admiffiow  to 
hearts  not  yet  tbrtified  againtl  afl^ioa 
by  artifice  or  intereft.  I  was  entruf^ 
with  every  firatagenai  and  afTociated  ia 
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•very  fport ;  my  company  gave  alacrity 
to  a  frolick,  and  gladnefs  to  a  holiday. 
I  was  indeed  fo  much  employed  in  aa- 
jufting  or  executing  fchemes  of  diver- 
fion,  that  I  had  no  leifure  for  ray  taflcs, 
but  was  fumifhed  with  exercifes,  and  in- 
'ftru6ted  in  my  leflbns,  by  fome  kind 
patron  of  the  higher  dafles.  My  ma- 
fter,  not  fufpefting  my  deficiency^  or 
unwilling  to  dete6l  what  his  kindnei^ 
would  not  punifh>  nor  his  impartiality 
excuie,  allowed  me  to  efcape  with  a 
flight  examination,  laughed  at  the  pert- 
neis  of  my  ignorance,  and  the  fpright- 
linefs  of  my  abfurdities,  and  could  not 
forbear  to  (hew  that  he  regarded  me  with 
fuch  tendernefs,  as  genius  and  learning 
'  can  Seldom  excite. 

From  fchool  I  was  difmifled  to  the 
univerfity,  where  I  foon  drew  upon  me 
the  notice  of  the  younger  ftudents,  and 
was  the  conftant  partner  of  their  morn- 
ing walks,  and  evening  compotations. 
I  was  not  indeed  mucn  celebrated  for 
literature,  but  was  lookett  on  with  in- 
dulgence as  a  man  of  parts,  who  want- 
ed nothing  but  the  dulnefs  of  a  fcholar, 
and  mizht  become  eminent  whenever 
he  (hovSd  condefcend  to  labour  and  at- 
tention. My  tutor  a  while  reproached 
me  with  negligence  $  and  repreifed  my 
failles  with  fupercilious  gravitv;  yet 
having  natural  good-humour  larxing  in 
his  heart,  he  could  not  long  hold  out 
againft  ti^  power  of  hilarity,  but  af- 
ter a  few  months  began  to  relax  the 
mufcles  of  difciplinarian  morofenefs, 
received  me  with  fmiles  after  an  elope- 
ment, and,  that  he  mi^ht  not  betray 
his  truft  to  his  fondnefs,  was  cmitent 
to  fpsart  my  diligence  by  increafmg  his 
Own. 

Thus  I  continued  to  dilHpate  the 
gloom  of  collegiate  aufterity,  to  wade 
my  own  life  in  idlenefs,  and  lure  others 
from  their  ftudies,  till  the  happy  hour 
arrived,  when  I  was  fent  t6  London.  I 
ibon  discovered  the  town  to  be  the  pro- 
per element  of  youth  and  gaiety,  and 
was  ouickly  diftinguiihed  as  a  wit  by 
the  ladie9,  a  rpcclesoi  beings  onJv  heaid 
of  at  the  univerfity,  whom  I  nad  no 
iboner  the  happinefs  of  approaching  than 
I  devpted  all  my  faculties  to  the  ambition 
of  pigling  them. 

A  wit,  Mr.  Rambler,  in  the  dialefl 
eS  ladies^  is  not  always  a  man  who,  by 
the  aflion  of  a  vigorous  fancy  upon 
comprcheniive  kaovmdget  brings  dif- 


tant  ideas  unexpe^loSly  together,  wtio 
by  fome  peculiar  acutenefs  difcovers  rc- 
iemblance  in  objefts  diilimilar  to  com* 
mon  eyes,  or  by  mixing  heteroonen'eoiis 
notions,  dazzles  the  attention  with  fud- 
den  fcintillations  of  conceit.  A  lady*t 
wit  is  a  man  who  can  make  ladies  laugh, 
to  which,  however  eafy  it  may  Icem, 
many  gifts  of  nature,  and  attammenta 
of  art,  muft  commonly  occur.  Ht 
that  hopes  to  be  conceived  as  a  wit  in 
female  alTemblies,  ihould  have  a  form 
neither  fo  amiable  as  to  (Irike  with  ad- 
miration, nor  fo  coarle  as  to  nuTe  dilguf^ 
with  an  underftanding  too  feeble  to  be 
dreaded,  and  too  forcible  to  be  defpifed. 
The  other  oarts  of  the  chara6ler  are 
more  fubje^c  to  variation  j  it  was  for- 
nierlv  eflential  to  a  wit,  that  half  his  back 
ihould  be  covered  widi  a  fnowy  fleece, 
and  at  a  time  yet  more  remote  no  man 
was  a  wit  widiout  his  boots.  In  the 
days  of  the  Spe^tor  a  fiiuff-box  feems 
to  have  been  indifpcnfible ;  but  in  my 
time  an  embroideiTd  coat  was  Cufficient, 
without  anv  precife  regulation  of  tl)e 
reft  of  his  cfreis. 

But  wigs  and  boots  and  fnuff-boxet 
are  vain  without  a  perpetual  refolution 
to  be  merry  j  and  who  can  always  find 
fupplies  ot  mirth  1  Juvenal,  indeed,  ia 
his  comparifon  of  the  two  opposite  phi- 
lolbphers,  wond<!rs  only  whence  an  un- 
exhaufted  fountain  of  tears  could  be  dif- 
charged:  but  had  Juvenal,  with  all  bis 
fpirit,  undertaken  my  province,  he 
would  have  found  conftant  gaiety  equal- 
ly difficult  to  be  fapported.  ConUder, 
Mr,  Rambler,  and  companionate  the 
condition  of  a  man,  who  has  taught  every 
company  to  expeift  from  him  a  conti- 
nual fealt  of  laughter,  an  unintermitted 
ih-eam  of  jocularity.  The  talk  of  every 
othei-  flave  has  an  end.  The  rower  in 
time  reaches  the  port  5  the  lexicographer 
at  lafl  finds  the  condufion  of  his  alpha* 
bet  $  only  the  haplefs  wit  has  his  laoour 
always  to  begin,  the  call  for  novelty  it 
never  fatisfi^,  and  one  jeil  only  nufes 
expe^ation  of  another. 

I  know  that,  among  men  of  learning 
and  afperity,  the  retainers  to  the  femafi 
world  are  not  much  regaixledj  yet  I  can- 
not but  hope  that  if  you  knew  at  hoW 
dear  a  rate  our  honours  are  purchafed, 
you  would  look  with  fome  gratulation 
on  our  fuccefs,  and  with  fome  pity  on 
our  mifcarriaaes.  Think  on  the  mi- 
fcry  of  himwao  is  condwmcd  tg  culfi- 
$£  vate 
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^te  barrennefs  •  tnd  ranfadc  vacuity  { 
who  is  obliged  to  continiie  his  talk  when 
bis  meaning  is  fpent,  to  i-aife  merriment 
without  images,  to  harafs  his  imagina- 
tion ia  queft  of  thoughts  which  he  "^n- 
not  ftart,  and  his  memory  in  puruiit  of 
narratives  which  he  cannot  ovoitake  i 
obfenre  the  effort  with  whk^  he  ftrains 
to  conceal  ciefpondency  by  a  finiley  and 
the  diftrefs  in  which  he  fits  while  the  eyes 
of  the  company  are  fixed  upon  him  as 
their  laft  rif\ige  from  filence  and  dejec- 
tion. 

It  were  endlefs  to  recount  the  ihifb  to 
which  I  have  been  reduced,  or  to  enume- 
rate the  different  fpecies  of  artificial  wit. 
I  regularly  frequented  coflFee-houfes,and 
have  often  lived  a  week  upon  an  expref- 
£on9  of  which  he  who  dix>ppcd  it  did 
not  know  the  value.  Wlicn  fortune  did 
not  favour  my  erratick  induftry,  I  glean- 
ed jefts  at  home  from  obfolete  rarces. 
To  coUefl  wit  was  indeed  fafe,  for  I 
conforted  with  none  that  looked  much 
into  books ;  but  to  difperfe  it  was  the 
diflictdty*  A  feeming  negligence  was 
often  uieful,  and  I  have  very  (uccefsful- 
ly  made  a  reply  not  to  what  the  lady 
had  iaid,  but  to  what  it  was  convenient 
for  me  to  hearj  for  very  few  were  fo  per- 
ipcric  as  to  re^ify  a  miftake  which  had 


given  occa(jon  to  a  buH^  of  merHiuect, 
Sometimes  I  drew  the  cpnver&tion  up 
by  degrees  to  a  proper  point,  and  pro- 
duced a  conceit  which  I  had  treafured  up, 
like  fp<utimen  who  boaft  of  killing  the 
foxes  which  they  lodge  in  the  covert.' 
Eminence  is  however  in  fome  happy  mo* 
ments  gained  at  lefs  expencej  I  have  de* 
lighted  a  whole  circle  at  one  time  with 
a  ieries  of  quibbles,  and  made  myieif 
good  company  at  another,  by  icalding 
my  fingers,  or  miftaking  a  lady^s  lap  for 
my  own  chair. 

Thefe  are  artful  deceits  and  ufeful 
expedients;  but  expedients  are  at  len^;th 
exhaufted,  and  deceits  detefled.  Timt 
itfelf,  among  other  injuries,  diminifhes 
the  power  of  pleafing,  and  I  now  find 
in  my  &rty-fifth  year  many  pranks  and 
pleauntries  very  coldly  received,  which 
nad  formerly  fiUed  a  whole  room  with 
jollity  and  acclamation.  I  am  under  the 
melancholy  neceflity  of  fupporting  that 
chamber  by  ftudy,  which  I  gained  by 
levity,'having  learned  too  late  ttiat  gaiety 
mufl  be  recommended  by  higher  quali« 
ties,  and  that  mirth  can  never  pleafe  long 
but  as  the  efHorefcence  of  a  mind  loved 
for  it*s  luxuriancci  but  efteemed  for  it*ft 
ufefulnefs.    I  am.  See* 

Papiliv»» 


N*  CXLH.    SATURDAY,  JULY  ay,  i75f. 

Iv««  r  Ay);  l^vi  smiSf  109— ^ir'  N,  fi^  iXKkt 
Anfi^iTP^ym,  HoMta. 

A  OlAMT  <MB»BBtO  HSEB  HIS  rLOCX  MAINTAIMS. 
9AR  FKOM  THB  BBST,   AMD  SOLITABT  BB|01fS> 
lUi  •NBLTXa  THICK  tW  HOBBIO  SHAOB  BBCJLIM*0} 
AMP  Otr«OMY  MISCHIBFS  LABOUB  IN  HIS  I<1N2>» 
A  rofttt  BM0BM0V8  I   JTAB  VNLIKB  THB  BACX 
•F  HV'UAN  BIBTH,  IM  STATVBB  OB  ZK  TACB* 


TO    THK  RAMBLftR. 

HAVING  been  iccuftcnned  to  r«- 
dre  annually  from  the  town,  I 
lately  accepted  the  invitation  of  £uge- 
Aio,  who  has  an  efttte  and  ieat  in  a  diT- 
tant  county.  As  we  ^ycre  unwilling  to 
travel  vnthout  improvement,  we  turned 
often  from  the  dire^  road  to  pleale  our- 
itlvet  with  the  view  of  nature  of  of  artj 


Po»x. 

we  examined  every  wild  mountain  ao4 
medicinal  fpring,  criticifed  every  edifice^ 
contemplated  every  ruin,  and  compared 
every  (bene  of  a£lion  with  the  narrattves 
of  hiflorians.  By  this  fuccelHon  of 
amufements  we  enjoyed  the  exercife  of 
a  journey  without  fuifierine  the  fatigue^ 
and  had  nothing  to  regret  but  that,  by  a 
progrefs  fo  leifurely  and  gentle,  we  mined 
the  adventures  of  a  poft-chaife,  and  the 
plestfure  of  alanDiDg  vilhgea  vrtth  the 

tumult 
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lomulc'cjour  paflage,  and  of  di%iii(ing 
toor  infignificancy  by  the  dignity  <? 
hurry. 

The  firfk  week  after  bur  arrival  at 
Eugenio*s  houie  was  pafled  in  receiving 
▼ifits  from  his  neighbours^  who  crowded 
ftb«ut  him  with  aU  the  eagernefs  of  be- 
nevoience  $  fome  impatient  to  learn  the 
news  of  the  court  and  town,  that  they 
might  be  Qualified  by  authentick  infor- 
mation tbdiflate  to  the  rural  politicians 
on  the  next  bowling  day^  others  derut)us 
of  his  intereft  to  accommodate  difputes, 
or  of  his  adrice  to  the  fettlement  of  their 
fortunes  and  the  marriage  of  their  chil- 
dren* 

The  civilities  which  he  had  received 
were  foon  to  be  returned ;  and  I  pafled 
fome  time  with  great  iatisia^lion  in  rov- 
ing through  the  country,  and  viewine 
the  feats,  gardens,  and  plantations,  which 
wrt  fcattered  over  it.  My  pleafure  would 
indeed  have  been  greater  had  I  been 
iometimes  albwed  to  wander  in  a  park 
or  wildemefs  abne,  but  to  appear  as 
tbfi  firiend  of  Eugenio  was  an  uonour 
not  to  be  enjoyed  without  fome  inconve- 
nicncies  5  fo  much  was  every  one  fblici- 
tous  for  my  regard,  that  I  could  feldom 
efcape  to  iblitude,  or  fteal  a  moment 
from  the  emulation  of  complaifance,  and 
the  vigilance  of  officioufhefs. 

In  thefe  rambles  of  good  neighbour- 
hood, we  frequently  paued  by  a  houfe  of 
unufual  magnificence.  Wlule  I  had  my 
ciuriofity  yet  diifara^ed  among  many  no- 
Tclties,  it  did  not  much  attract  my  ob- 
iervation;  but  in  a  fliort  time  I  could 
not  fojhear  furveyin?  it  with  particular 
notice  $  for  the  Icngm  of  the  wall  which 
incloied  the  gardens,  the  difpofition  of 
^  the  (hades  that  waved  over  it,  and  the 
canals,  of  which  J  could  obtain  fome 
glimpfes  through  the  trees  from  our  own 
windows,  gave  me  reafon  to  expe^  more 
j;randeur  and  beauty  than  I  had  yet  feen 
m  that  province,  I  therefore  enquired, 
as  we  rode  by  it,  why  we  never,  amongft 
our  excm-fions,  fpent  an  hour  where  there 
was  fuch  an  appearance  of  fplendor  and 
affluence.  Eugenio  told  me  that  the 
feat  which  T  fo  much  admired,  was  com- 
monly called  in  the  country  the  taunted 
botafty  and  that  no  vifits  Virere  paid  there 
by  any  of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  had 
TCt  (een.  As  the  haunts  of  incorporeal 
beings  are  generally  ruinous,  negle6led, 
and  dcfolate,  I  eafily  conceived  that 
tho^  was  fomething  to  be  explained, 
vd  told  Ikim  that  I  fuppofed  it  only 


fairy  ground,  on  which  we  nu^ht  ven- 
ture   Dy    day-light    without    danger. 

*  T)ie  danger,'  iays  he,  •  is  indeed  ooXy 

*  tliAtof  appearing  to  folici^  the  acquaint* 
<  ance  of^a  man,  with  whom  it  is  not 

*  poflible  to  converfe  without  infamy, 

*  and  who  has  driven  from  him,  by  his 
^  infolence  or  malignity,  every  human 

*  being  who  can  live  without  him.' 
Our  converfation  was  then  acciden- 

tally  interrupted  5  but  my  inquifitivc  hu- 
mour being  now  in  motion,  could  not 
reit  without  a  full  account  of  this  newly 
difcovered  prodigy.  I  was  foon  inform- 
ed that  the  fine  houfe  and  fpaciotis  gar- 
dens were  haunted  by  Squire  Blufter,  of 
whom  it  was  very  eafy  to  learn  the  cha- 
rafler,  fince  nobody  had  regard  for  hiih 
fufHcient  to  hinder  them  from  telling 
whatever  they  could  dilcover. 

Squire  Binder  is  defcended  of  an  an* 
cient  family.  The  eflate  which  hit 
anceftors  had  immemorially  pofleifed  wat 
much  au&noiented  by  Captain  Blufter* 
who  ferved  under  Drake  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth;  and  the  Blufters,  who  were -^ 
before  only  petty  jgentlemen,  have  from 
that  tirac  freqiientfy  reprefented  the  fliire 
in  parliament,  beoi  chofen  to  preient 
addiefles,  and  given  laws  at  hunting* 
matches  and  races.  They  were  eml* 
nently  hofpitable  and  popular,  till  the 
father  of  this  gentleman  died  of  an  elec- 
tion. His  ]aSj  went  to  the  grave  foon 
after  him,  and  left  the  heir,  then  only 
ten  years  old,  to  the  cai^e  of  his  grand- 
motner,  who  would  not  fufSrr  him  to 
be  controlled,  becaufe  (he  could  not 
bear  to  hear  Wm  cry;  and  never  ient 
him  to  fchool,  becaufe  (he  was  not  able 
to  live  without  his  comoany.  She  taught 
him  however  very  early  to  infpe^  the 
fteward's  accounts^  to  dog  the  butler 
fiom  the  cellar,  and  to  catch  the  fervantt 
at  a  junket;  fo  that  he  was  at  the  aee  of 
eighteen  a  complete  niafter  of  all  the 
lower  arts  of  domeftick  policy,  had  often 
on  the  road  dete^ed  combinations  be- 
tween the  coachman  and  the  oftler,  and 
procured  the  difcharge  of  nineteen  maids 
for  illicit  correfpondence  with  cottagers 
and  chair- women. 

By  the  opportunities  of  parfimony 
which  minority  affords,  and  which  tKc 
probity  of  his  guardians  had  diligently 
improved,  a  very  large  fum  of  money 
was  accumulated,  and  he  found  him- 
felf,  when  he  took  his  affairs  into  his 
own  hands,  the  richeft  man  in  the  coun- 
ty.   It  has  been  long  theneuftpm  of  this 
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^unily  to  celebrate  the  heir^s  completion 
of  biis  twenty*iirft  year^  by  an  entertain- 
ment, at  which  the  houfe  is  thrown  open 
to  all  that  are  inclined  to  enter  it,  and 
th^  whole  province  flocks  together  as  to 
t  gfneral  feftlvltv.  On  this  occafion 
young  Blufter  exnibited  the  firft  tokens 
of  his  future  eminence,  by  fhaking  hit 
purfe  at  an  old  gentleman,  who  had  been 
the  intimate  friend  of  his  father,  and 
ofiTeringto  wager  a  gijpater  Turn  than  he 
could  afford  to  venture ;  a  pi-a^ce  with 
which  he  has,  at  one  time  or  other,  in- 
iiiked  every  fireehoUer  within  ten  milet , 
round  him. 

His  next  a£ls  of  ofi^ce  were  com- 
mitted in  a  contentious  and  fpitefiil  vin- 
dication  of  the  privileges  of  his  manors^ 
and  a  rigorous  and  relentlefs  profecution 
of^^  every  man  that  prefumed  to  violate 
his  game*  As  he^  nappens  to  have  no 
eftate  adjoining  equal  to  his  own,  his 
oppreflions  are  often  borne  without  re- 
iifbnce,  for  fear  of  a  long  fult,  of 
which  he  delights  to  count  the  expences 
without  the  lead  r9licitude  about  the 
event ;  for  he  knows,  that  where  nothing 
but  an  honorary  right  is  contef^ed,  the 
poorer  antagonift  muft  always  fuffer, 
whatever  fhall  be  the  laft  deciuon  of  the 
law. 

.By  the  fuccefs  of  tome  of  thefe  dif^ 
putes,  he  has  fo  elated  his  infolence, 
and  by  rcfl«{Uon  upon  the  general  ha- 
tred which  they  have  brought  upon  him, 
£o  initated  his  virulence,  that  his  whole 
life  is  (pent  in  meditating  6r  executing 
mifchiei.  It  is  his  common  pra^^ice  to 
procure  his  hedges  to  be  broken  in  the 
flight,  and  then  to  demand  fatisfa6lion 
for  damages  which  his  grounds  have 
fuffered  from  his  neighbour's  cattle.  An 
old  widow  was  vefterday  foliciting  £u- 
genio  to  enable  ner  to  replevin  her  only 
cow  then  in  the  pound  by  Squire  Bluf- 
tejr's  order,  who  liad  fent  one  of  his 
agents  to  take  advantage  of  her  calami- 
ty, and  perfuade  her  to  fell  the  cow  at 
an  under  rate.  He  has  driven  a  day- 
labourer  from  his  cottage,  for  gathering 
blackWrries  in  a  hedge  for  his  children  j 
anc^  has  now  an  old  woman  in  the  coun- 
ty-jail for  a  trefpafs  which  flie  commit- 
ted, by  coming  into  his  ground  to  pick 
up  acoqis  for  hei*  hog, 


Money,  ia  whatever  hands,  will  can* 
fl^r  power.  Diibreis  will  fly  to  immedi- 
ate refuge,  without  much  conAderation 
ol^  remote  confequences.  Blufter  hM 
therefore  a  defpotick  authority  Iq  many, 
families,  whom  he  has  ifliftcd,  on  preN 
fing  occafions,  with  laxger  fiuns  than 
they  can  eafily  repay.  The  only  vUitt 
that  he  makes  are  to  thofe  houfes  of  mif« 
fortune,  where  he  enters  with  the  info- 
lence  of  abfolute  command,  enjoys  the 
terrors  of  the  family,  exa^s  their  obe- 
dience, riots  at  theu*  charge,  and  in  the 
height  of  his  joy  iufults  the  father  with 
menaces,  and  the  daughters  with  ob- 
fcenity. 

He  is  of  late  fomewhat  lefs  affenfive  $ 
for  one  of  his  debtors,  after  gentk  ex- 
poftulations,  by  which  he  was  only  irri- 
tated to  grofler  outrage,  feiied  him  by 
the  fleeve,  led  him  trembline  into  tbt 
cofurt-yard,  and  clofed  the  door  upoa 
him  in  a  ftormy  night.  He  took  hit 
ufual  revenge  next  morning  by  a  writ  % 
but  the  debt  vtras  difcharged  by  the  af- 
fifhmce  of  Eugenio. 

It  is  his  rule  to  fuffer  his  tenants  to  owe 
him  rent,  becaufe  by  this  indulgence  he 
fecures  to  himfelf  the  power  of  feizuro 
whenever  he  has  an  inclination  to  amufe 
himfelf  with  cahmity,  and  feaf(  his  ears, 
widi  entreaties  and  lamentations^  Yet 
as  he  is  fometimes  capricioufly  liberal  to 
thofe  whom  he  happens  to  adopt  as  fa- 
vourites, and  lets  his  lands  at  a  cheap 
rate,  bis  farms  are  never  long  unoccu- 
pied $' and  when  one  is  ruined  byop- 
preffion,  the  poflibility  of  better  fortune 
quickly  lures  another  to  fupply  hif^ 
place. 

Such  is  the  life  of  Squire  Blufter  j  a 
man  in  whofe  power  tbitune  has  libe^. 
rally  placed  the  means  of  happinefs,  but 
who  has  defeated  all  her  gifts  of  their 
end  by  the  depravity  of  his  mind.  He 
is  wealthy  witnout  followers;  he  is  mag- 
nificent without  witnefYes;  he  lias  birth 
without  alliance,  and  influence  without 
dignity.  His  neighbours  fcom  him  as 
a  brute  $  his  dependents  dread  him  as  an, 
oppreffor;  and  he  has  only  the  gloomy 
comfort  of  refle^line,  tliat  if  he  is  hated| 
he  is  likcwife  feared,    I  am.  Sir,  Sec. 

VAGUJ.US, 
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S.ltT  WBIM  TMC  BItDI  TRtIK  ▼ARIOUI  COLOVtl  eLAlM 
%T&irP*X>  Of  HIS  STpLIN  PtIDZy   THE  CtOW  TOtLOHN 
MoilLD  STA^D  TUS  t.AVGHTBA  OF  THS  PVBLICK  tCOBlT. 


AMONG  the  innumenible  pra^Ices 
by  which  intereft  or  envy  have 
taught  thofe  who  live  upon  literary  fame 
to  difturi>  each  other  at  their  airy  ban- 
quetftt  one  of  the  moft  common  is  th« 
cnainge  of  Dlagiarifm.  When  the  ex- 
cellence 01  a  new  .compofition  can  no 
longer  be  conte(led>  and  malice  is  com- 
pelled to  give  way  to  the  unanimity  of 
ttpplaufe,  there  is  yet  this  one  expedient 
to  DC  tried,  by  which  the  author  may  be 
d^raded,  though  his  work  be  reverenced  i 
pmd  the  excellence  which  we  cannot  ob- 
faire»  may  be  fet  at  fucb  a  diftance  as 
Xiot  to  overpower  our  fainter  lufbne* 

This  accufation  is  dangerous,  becaui^» 
even  when  it  is  ialfe,  it  may  be  fometimes 
urged  with  probability.  Bruyere  de- 
dam,  that  we  are  conM  into  the  world 
too  late  to  produce  any  thing  new,  that 
nature  and  life  are  preoccupied,  and 
that  defcription  and  fenttmenthave  been 
lohgexhaufted.  It  is  indeed  certain,  that 
whoever  attempts  any  common  topick, 
will  find  unexpe^ed  coincidences  of  his 
thoughts  ^th  thofe  of  other  writers  $ 
nor  can  the  niceft  judgment  always  dif- 
tinguifli  accidental  fimilitude  from  art- 
ful imitation.  There  is  likewife  a  com- 
mon ftock  of  images,  a  fettled  mode  of 
arrangement,  and  a  beaten  track  of 
tmnfition,  which  all  authors  fuppofe 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  ufe,  and  which 
produce  the  refemblance  generally  ob- 
fervable  among  cotemporaries.  So  that 
in  books  which  beft  deferve  the  n^me 
of  originals,  there  is  little  new  beyond 
the  dilpoGtion  of  materials  already  pro? 
vided  I  the  (ame  ideas  and  combinations 
of  ideas  have  been  long  in  the  pofleOion 
of  other  hands  {  and  by  reftoring  to  eve- 
ry man  his  own,  as  the  Romans  muft 
have  returned  to  their  cots  from  the 
pofifeifion  of  the  world,  (b  the  moft  in- 
ventive and  fertile  genius  vrovid  reduce 
bis  folios  to  a  few  pages.  Yet  the  au* 
thor  who  imitates  his  predeceifors  only 
by  i'umiihin^  himfelf  with  tbougl^ts  ana 


Fs 


eleg^ies  out  of  the  fame  general  am. 
gazlne  of  literature,  can  with  Uttle  moiw 
propriety  be  reproached  as  a  plagbry^ 
than  the  archite6l  can  be  cenlured  as  n 
mean  copier  of  Angelo  or  WVen,  be- 
caufe  he  digs  his  maible  from  the  tiumm 
quarry,  fquares  his  Aones  by  the  Ame 
art,  and  unites  them  in  cohumu  of  the 
lame  orders. 

Many  fubjefls  fall  under  the  confix 
deration  of  an  author,  which  hung  lU 
mited  by  nature  can  admit  only  of  mehiC 
and  accidental  diverfities.  All  defmi- 
tions  of  the  fame  thin^  muft  be  nearlf 
the  lame  ;  and  defcriptions,.  which  are 
definitions  of  a  more  lax  and  fandfiiL 
kind,  muft  always  have  in  ibme  degree 
that  refemblance  to  each  other  which 
they  all  have  to  their  obje6k.  Difiinmur 
poets  doTcribing  the  fprii^  or  the  (ea^ 
would  mention  the  zephyrs  and  the 
flowers,  the  bilk>ws  and  the  rocks  $  re* 
fl<;{iing  on  human  life,  they  would,  with- 
out any  coronmnication  of  opinions^ 
lament  the  deceitfulnefs  of  hope,  the 
fugacity  of  pleafure,  the  fragility  of 
beauty,  and  tne  firequency  of  calamity  i 
and  for  palliatives  ct  theieuunirable  mi- 
feries,  they  would  concur  in  recom- 
mending kindnefs,  temperance,  caution, 
and  fortitude. 

When  therefore  there  are  found  in 
Virgil  and  Horace  two  fimilar  paffages-^ 

H^  tBi  erunt  arta 

ParcerefmbjeaUf  et  dthiUare fuperbos*^^^ 

VlBO, 

To  tame  the  proud,  the  fetterM  flave  to  free  c 
Thefe  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee* 

PSYDBN* 

Iwtpertt  heUantcprtoTy  jacentem 

Lmh  in  bofitm*  Hoe* 

I«et  Cclar  fpread  htt  conqoeftt  far, 
Le£i  pleased  to  crinmph  than  to  fpare* 

it  is  furely  not  neceflary  to  fuppofe  with 
a  late  pritick  that  one  is  copied  from  the 

otherf 
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'  other>  fince  neither  Virgil  nor  Horace 
can  be  fuppoled  ignorant  of  the  comnoon 
duties  ot  numanity,  and  the  virtue  of 
moderation  in  I'uccefs. 

Cicero  and  Ovid  have  on  very  diflfer- 
cnt  occafions  remarked  how  little  of  the 
iKHiour  of  a  vi6lory  belongs  to  the  ge> 
neraly  when  his  foldiers  and  his  fortune 
have  made  their  dedu6^ions$  yet  why 
ihouki  Ovid  be  fufpeded  to  have  owed 
to  TuUy  an  obfervation  which  perhaps 
occurs  to  «very  man  that  fees  or  hears 
of  military  glories  ? 

Tully  obfcrves  of  Achilles>  that  had 
not  Homer  written^  his  valour  had  been 
without  praife. 

^Ip  JRat  ilia  extitj//it,  idem  tumulut  qui 
€orpui  ejus  tontexerat,  nomen  ejut  ob- 
rui/fet, 

tTnleft  the  Iliad  had  been  publiflied,  his 
name  had  been  loft  in  the  tomb  that 
covered  his  body* 

Horace  tells  ut  with  more  energVy 
ttiat  there  were  brave  men  before  tnc 
wars  of  Troy,  but  they  were  bft  in  ob- 
livbn  for  want  of  a  poet* 

neereforta  aate  jfgantemnona 
^Uuiti^  fid  omues  il/aebrymahOa 
Urwentufi  igmtifue  lotigd 
Ifoffey  csreut  fuia  vate  Jscro* 

before  great  Agamemnon  reignM, 

ReignM  kings  as  great  as  he»  and  bnire^ 
Whofe  huge  ambitbn*s  now  containM 
-  In  the  (mall  compafsof  a  grave  t 
Ineudleisnightthey  fleep,  unwept,  unknown: 
Vo  bard  had  they  to  make  aU  time  their 
own* 

FftAMCZS* 

Tully  enquires,  in  the  fame  oration, 
why,  but  for  fame,  we  dittuib  a  fliort 
life  with  fo  many  fatigues  ^ 

fluid  ^  quod  in  hoc  $am  exiguo  tntet  curri- 
cuio  et  tern  hrevi,  tantis  ms  in  Ubwibut 
exerceamuif 

Why  in  fo  (xnall  a  circuit  of  Hfcihouldwe 
employ  ourfelvet  in  fo  many  fatigues  ? 

Horace  enquhres  in  the  fame  manner— 

Shtid  trevi fortes  jaculamur  av$ 
Multaf 

Why  do  we  aim,  wdi  eager  fhife. 
At  things  beyond  the  mark  of  life  ? 

FtANCISt 

when  our  life  is  of  fo  fhort  duration, 
why  we  form  fuch  numerous  deHgns  ? 
But  Horace,  as  well  as  Tully,  might 


difcover  that  recditlt  $xt  needful  to  ph^ 
ferve  the  menoory  of  a6(ions,  and  that 
no  records  were  fo  durable  ms  poems  { 
either  of  them  might  £nd  out  tnat  life 
is  ihort,  and  that  we  confume  it  in  un* 
neceflary  labour. 

There  are  other  flowers  of  fifHon  ib 
widely  fcattered  and  fo  eafily  cropped^ 
that  it  is  fcarcdy  juft  to  tax  the  uie  of 
them  as  an  a£^  by  which  any  particubu* 
writer  is  defpoiled  of  his  garland ;  for 
they  may  be  (aid  to  have  beoi  planted  by 
the  ancients  in  the  open  road  of  poet^ 
for  the  accommodation  of  their  fuc* 
ceflbrs,  and  to  be  the  right  of  every  one 
that  has  art  to  pluck  them  without  in- 
juring their  colours  or  their  fragrance* 
The  paflage  of  Orpheus  to  hell,  with 
the  nicovenr  and  fccond  lofs  of  Eury- 
dice,  have  been  defcribed  after  Boetiue 
by  Pope,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
jufUy  leave  him  fufpeflcd  of  imitation, 
were  not  the  images  fuch  as  they  might 
both  have  deriv^  from  more  ancientf 
writers. 

Slhajimtes  dptant  wiiht 
Uhruet  fidenm  due 
Jam  mmJUe  lacrjmu  madetitf 
Non  Jxiouium  eaput 
Vekxpr^eeifitat  rota* 

The  powers  of  vengeance,  whUe  they  heaiv 
TottchMwith  com^tflion,  drop  a  tear  } 
Ixion\  rapid  wheel  ie  bound, 
FixM  in  attention  to  ihe  found* 

F*  Lewis*- 
Thyibne,  O  Syfiphus,  flands  iUll, 
Ixion  refit  upon  bia  wheel. 
And  the  pale  fpedres  dance ! 
The  furies  fink  upon  their  iron  beds* 
Tandemf^riuctmur,  arbiter 
Umbrarumt  miferantf  ait  ■  ■ 

Douemusf  comuem  viroy 
Emtam  carmine^  eeijuiem* 
Subdn'd  at  length,  HcU*s  pltyiag  monaidl 

ciy^d. 
The  fi>ng  rewarding,  let  us  yield  the  bride* 
F.  Lxwiu 
He  fung,  and  Hell  confented 

To  hear  the  poel*i  prayer  | 
Stern  Profcrpine  relented. 

And  gare  him  back  the  fair* 
Beut  ne8i$  prtft  terminos 
Orpheus  Eurydicen  fuam 
Vidit,  ferdidit,  occ'tdit* 
Nor  yet  the  golden  verge  of  day  bcgun^ 
"When  Orpheus,  her  unhappy  lord, 
Eurydice  to  life  rcftor*d. 
At  once  beheld,  and  loft,  and  was  undone* 

F*  Livis* 
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But  iboo»  too  fooiiy  the  brer  tarns  hit  eves; 
Agun  (ht  hJkf  again  ihe  dies,  flie  dies  ! 

No  writer  can  be  fully  conyi£M  of 
imitatioii»  except  there  is  a  concurrence 
of  more  reiemblance  than  can  be 
imagined  to  have  hs4>pened  by  chance  | 
as  where  the  &me  ideas  are  conjoineil 
without  any  natural  (cries  or  neceflary 
coherence^  or  where  not  only  the  thought 
but  the  words  are  copied.  Thus  it  can 
fcarcelv  be  doubted,  that  in  the  firft  of 
the  fbllowinff  paf&ges  Pope  remembered 
Ovid,  and  that  in  the  iecond  be  copied 
Cralhaw* 

t^pmter  Sxhf  fiudkm  quid  imttiU  tentat  f 
mmomda  mUas  ipft  nfifuit  opts*     ■     ■ 

UpontefuS  carmen  numtrot  vemebat  ad  aptoSf 
Et  qmod  coaabar  fcriberef  verfus  trot* 

Otis* 

Qnity  mnt  this  benen  tradcy  my  father  cryMy 
B7ii  Homer  left  no  riches  when  he  dy*d<* 
In  verferpontaaeons  flowM  my  native  ftraiiiy 
Fore*d  by  no  fweat  or  labour  of  the  brain. 

F*  Lewis* 

I  left  no  calfiDg  for  tins  idle  trade  f 
No  doty  brokey  no  AtherdiibbeyM) 
While  yet  a  didldy  ere  yet  a  fool  to  fiune, 
1  li^M  in  aumbeiSy  for  the  numbers  came. 

Por«> 

«•»— This  plain  floor, 
Believe  me,  reader,  can  diy  more 
Than  many  a  braver  marble  can» 
Here  lies  a  truly  honeft  man. 

Crasnaw. 

•Thii  roodeft  Aone,  what  few  vain  marbles 

can, 
^fiy  truly  fiiyy  Here  lici  an  honeft  man. 

Po>i. 

Conceitsy  or  thouffhtt  not  iomiedi- 
atd^unpreiTedbyiennbleobjeftSy  orne- 
ceflarily  arifing  from  the  c6alition  or 
compari&n  of  common  (entiments,  may 
be  with  grefit  juftice  fufpefied  whenever 
Ihey  are  found  a  iecond  time.  Thus 
Waller  probably  owed  to  Grotius  an 
fkyuatcompliinent. 


3*7 


Here  lies  the  learned  Sav!l*s  hehv 
So  early  wife,  and  lafting  fair, 
That  none,  except  her  years  diey  told, 
Thosght  her  a  child,  or  thought  her  old. 

WALLtai 

t/meshxfeculi,  genkoris  ^arla^  nemo 
S(Mm  fuerum,  nemo  credidk  effe/e 


CaoT3 

The  ages's  miracle,  his  father's  joy ! 
Nor  old  you  wouMpfonoanGehlm>  nor  a  boy« 
F.  Lewis* 

And  Prior  was  indebted  for  a  prettjr 
illuftration  to  Alleyne^s  poetical  hiftory 
of  Henry  the  Seventh. 

For  nought  bnt  light  itfelf,  itielf  can  ihow^ 
And  only  kings  can  write,  what  kings  can  ^ 
Allbtns. 
Your  muiick*s  power,  yonr  muiick  mufl 

difdofe. 
For  what  light  is,  'tis  only  light  that  (hews. 

Paioa^ 

And  iKHth  yet  more  certainty  may  thft 
fame  writer  be  cenfured,  for  endeavour* 
ing  the  clandeiline  appropriation  of  a 
thought  which  he  borrowed,  furely 
without  thinkine  himfelf  difgraoxl,fron| 
an  epigram  of  loato. 

T9  Tta^  TO  tAfwrftr  imttrttn  fi2f  IfiwU^ 
Ohx  Idliui,  Sin  )'  h  wnfof,  i  hfHtfjtiUt 

Venus,  take  my  votive  glaftt 
Since  I  am  not  what  I  was; 
Whatftomthis  day  I  fliall  be, 
Venus  let  me  never  fee. 

As  not  every  inftance  of  fimtUtiKh 
can  be  confidcred  as  a  proof  of  imitadonn 
fo  not  every  imitation  ought  to  be  ftig- 
matized  as  a  plagiariiin.  The  adoption 
of  a  noble  fentiment,  or  the  mfertion  of 
a  borrowed  ornament,  may  ibmetimee 
dlfplay  fo  much  judgment  as  will  almoft 
compenfate  for  invention  $  and  an  infe- 
rior genius  may,  without  any  imputa- 
tion  of  fervility,  purfue  the  path  of  the 
ancients,  provided  he  declines  to  tread 
In  their  fbotfteps* 
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OAmVIDXVAlCVlt 

rRXGitTi  %r  cAAAvioti  tivmrVf  ritviisr  M»irALC4» 

BT  CUM    TIDISTX  PUSRO  DONATA,    B0LEBA8  } 
ST  SXNON  ALIQLVA  N0CU1SSB9,    MORTVVI  XSSKf. 

TiRC.     , 

tm  BOW  Ot  DArHNIS  AKD  THE  SMA^Tt  VOlT  BltOKB  { 
WHEN  THE  PAIR  BOY  RECEIVED  THE  GIFT  OF  RfGHT  ) 
AMD  BUT  FOR  MitCHlX/->    YOV  HAD  DY'D  70B   friTX. 

Drtdxit. 


rr  is  impoffible  to  m»nglc  in  convcr/a- 
tion  Without  obierving  the  difficulty 
with  which  a  new  namemakcs  it's  way 
into  the,  world.  The  fhit  appearance 
of  excellence  unites  multitudes  againft 
it,  unexpeSed  oppoHtion  nfe^  up  OA 
every  fide  5  the  celebrated  and  the  ob- 
icurbjotn  in  the  confederacy ;  fubtilty 
fttmiftes  arms  to  impudence,  and  in> 
vcntlon  leads  on  credulity. 

The  (irength  and  unanimity  of  this 
alliance  is  not  eafily  conceived.  It 
might  be  expelled  that  no  man  IhouU 
fu^er  his  heart  to  be  inflamed  with  ma- 
lice, but  by  injuries ;  that  none  fhould 
bufy  himl'elf  in  contcftingthcpretcnfions 
of  another,  *  but  when  fomc  right  of  hn 
own  waMnvolved  in  the  queition ;  that 
at  leail  hoitilities  commenced  without 
caufe,  /hould  qutdclv  ceafe;  that  the 
armies  of  malignity  dKntldfoon  difperfe, 
when  no  cMnmon  intered  could  be  found 
to  hold  them  togetlier^  and  that  the  at- 
tack upon  a  rifmg  character  ihould  be 
left  to  thofe  who  had  fomcthing  to  hope 
or  feur  firom  tht  went. 

The  hiixardi  of  thofe  that  a^itt  to 
eminence  wotdd  be  much  dimimfhed  if 
they  had  none  but  acknowledged  rivals 
to  encounter.  Their  enemies  would 
then  be  few",  and  what  is  of  yet  greatei* 
importance,  would  be  known.  But 
^at  caution  is  fufficient  to  ward  off  the 
b)ows  of  invifible  adailantt,  or  whkf 
iorce  can  ibnd  a^amft  unintemiitted  at- 
tacks, and  a  continued  iucceflion  of  ene^^ 
mies  ?  Yet  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  the  world, 
that  no  fooner  can  anv  man  emerge  from' 
the  crowd,  and  fix  tne  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lick  upon  him,  than  he  ftands  as  a  mark 
to  the  arrows  of  lurking  calumny,  and 
receives  in  the  tumult  of  hoftilit)-,  from 
distant  and  from  namelefshandsy  wounds 
'not  always  eafy  to  be  cured. 

It  is  probable  that  the  onfet  a^inft 
the  candidates  for  renown  it  originaU/ 


incited  by  tliofe  who  imapne  themfdvjjr 
in  danger  of  fuflfmng  by  their  fiicccft  ; 
but  when  wai*  is  once  declared,  volon»>^ 
teers  flock  to  the  ftandard,  multitude  \ 
fellow  the  camp  only  for  want  of  im*    \ 
ployment,  and  flying  fquadrons  are  dif-    ; 
perfed  to  every  part,  fo  pleafed  with  afi 
opportunity  of  miichief,  that  they  toil 
without  profpeft  of  prai(e^  and  pillage 
without  h(4)e  of  pront. 

When  any  man  has  endeavoured  to 
deferve  diftin6lion,  he  will  be  fuxprifed 
to  hear  hlmfelf  cehfiihdvrfaere  he  63nM 
not  exde£(  to  have  been  named  i  be  will 
And  tne  utmoft  acrimony  of  m^dice 
am'onti^  thofe  ^liota  he  never  coidd  laank 
offefKfed. 

As  there  art  to  be  found  Indie  fendoe 
of  envy  men  of  every  divcrfity  oPtena^ 
per  and  degi*ee  of  underflanding,  ca^ 
lumny  isdimifed  by  all  arts  and  methods 
of  propagation.  Nothing  is  too  grois 
or  too  renned,  too  cruel  or  too  triflings 
to  be  pra^^ti'ed  $  vexy  little  regard  is  had 
to  tlie  rules  of  honourable  hdlility,  but 
evenr  weipon  is  *  accounted  Uwfut»  ahd 
thdfe  that  cannot  make  a  thnift  at  life 
are  content  to  keep  themfelves  in  plajf 
-with  petty  ihaleVolfcticfe,  to  teiae  with 
feeble  blows  and  iitipotttht  difhirbance* 

But  as  the  indu^  of  obfervatkn  faat 
dltided  the  moft  miicellaneous  and  con> 
fufed  aflembla^s  ixHo  proper  daffes,  and 
r&ngtd  the  inieEls  of  the  f^flrmmer,  that 
toi-raent  us  with  theii^  drones  or  ftingt^ 
by  their  feveral  tribes  $  the  ptt-ftcutoa 
of  merit,  uotwithftanding  their  num- 
bers, may  be  likewife  conunodiouil/ 
diftinguiihed  into  Roarers,  Whlfperert^ 
and  Moderators. 

The  Roarer  is  an  enemy  radier  tenibla 
than  dangerous.  He  has  no  other  qua* 
liflcation  for  a  champion  of  controVeriy 
than  a  hardened  front  and  fl;rong  voice. 
Havinefeldom  fo  much  defireto  confute' 
u  to  tokncci  he  depends  rather  upoa 
vodferatioia 
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Vociferation  tlian  argument,  and  has 
▼ay  little  care  to  adjuft  one  part  of  his 
accuiation  to  another,  to  preferve  de- 
cency in  hii  language,  or  probability  in 
his  narratives.  He  has  always  a  ftore 
«f  reproachful  epithets  and  contemptu- 
ous appellations,  ready  to  be  produced 
as  occafton  may  require,  which  by  con- 
ftant  ufe  he  pours  put  with  refiftleis  vo- 
lubility. It  the  wealth  of  a  trader  is 
mentioned,  he  without  hefitation  devotes 
him  to  bankruptcy  $  if  the  beauty  and 
•legance  of  a  lady  be  commended,  he 
wonders  how  the  town  can  fall  in  love 
with  ruftick  deformity  j  if  a  new  per- 
formance of  genius  happens  to  be  cele- 
brated, he  pronounces  the  writer  a  hope- 
leis  idiot,  without  knowledge  of  books 
or  life,  and  without  the  underfbnding 
by  which  it  mull  be  acauired.  His  ex- 
aggerations are  generally  without  efle^ 
upon  thofe  whom  he  compels  to  hear 
them ;  and  though  it  will  fometimes 
happen  that  the  timorous  are  awed  by 
his  violence,  and  the  credulous  miltake 
his  confidence  for  knowledge,  vet  the 
opinions  which  he  endeavours  to  fupprefs 
ibon  recover  their  former  ftrengtn,  as 
the  trees  that  bend  to  the  tempell  creft 
thcmfelves  again  when  it's  force  is  paft. 
The  Wiiifperer  is  more  dansrerous. 
He  eafily  gains  attention  by  a  ioit  ad- 
drefs,  and  excites  curtoiity  by  an  air  of 
importance.  As  fecrets  are  not  to  be 
made  cheap  by  promifcuous  publication, 
he  calls  a  (elefl  audience  about  him, 
and  gratifies  their  vanity  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  truH  by  communicating  his 
intelligence  in  a  low  voice.  Of  the 
trader  he  can  tell,  that  though  he  feems 
to  manaOT  an  extenfive  commerce,  and 
talks  in  nigh  terms  of  the  funds,  yet 
his  wealth  is  not  equal  to  his  reputation  $ 
he  has  lately  fuffered  much  by  an  ex- 
pcnfivc  projeft,  and  had  a  greater  fhare 
than  is  acknowledged  in  tlie  rich  fhip 
tb«t  pcriflied  by  the  ftorm.  Of  the 
bqauty  he  has  little  to  fay,  but  that  they 
who  tct  her  in  a  mooting  do  not  difcover 
all  thoie  graces  which  are  admired  in  the 
park.  Of  the  writer  he  affirms  with 
ereat  certainty,  that,  though  the  excel- 
Tenct  of  the  work  be  illcontettaW^,  he 
can  claim  but  a  fhiall  part  of  the  repu- 
tation 5  that  he  ow«l  RMflof  the  invigcs 
and  fentiments  to  a  fecret  friend  j  and 
that  the  acmracy  and  equality  of  the 
ftyle  was  produced  by  the  fuccciTiYecor- 
tmm  ofthe  chief  criticki  of  the  age. 


As  every  one  is  pleafed  ^th  Imagin- 
ing that  he  knows  fomething  not  yet 
commonly  divulgtd,  fecret  hiftory  eafi- 
ly gains  credit ;  but  it  is  for  the  mofl 
pan  believed  only  while  it  circulates  in 
whifpers}  and  when  once  it  is  openly 
told,  is  openly  confuted. 

The  moft  pernicious  enemy  is  tht 
man  of  Moderation.  Without  uitereft 
in  the  queftion,  or  any  motive  but  ho- ' 
neft  curiofiry,  this  impartial  and  zealous 
enquirer  after  truth  is  ready  to  hear 
either  fide,  and  always  dilpofed  to  kind 
interpretations  and  favourable  opinions* 
He  hath  heard  the  trader's. affairs  re- 
ported with  great  variation,  and  after  a 
diligent  comparifon  of  the  evidence, 
concludes  it  probable  that  the  fplendid 
fuperilru£lure  of  bufinefs  being  orig^i- 
nally  built  upon  a  narrow  bails,  has  late- 
ly been  found  to  totter  1  but  between 
dilatory  payment  and  bankruptcy  there 
is  a  great  diflance  j  many  merchants 
have  fupported  themfelves  by  expedients 
for  a  time,  without  any  final  injury  to 
their  a-editors ;  and  what  is  loft  by  ont 
adventure  may  be  recovered  by  another* 
He  believes  tnat  a  young  lady '  plealcd 
with  admiration,  and  deurous  to  mak« 
perfeft  what  is  already  excellent,  may 
heighten  her  charms  by  artificisJ  im- 
provements, but  furely  mofl  of  hei*  beau- 
ties mutt  be  genuine,  and  who  can  fay 
that  he  is  wholly  what  he  endeavours  to 
appear?  The  author  he  knows  to  be  a 
man  of  diligence,  who  perhaps  does  not 
fparkle  with  the  fire  of  Homer,  but  has 
the  judgment  to  difcover  his  own  de- 
ficiencies, and  to  fupply  them  by  the  help 
of  others ;  and  in  his  opinion  modcfty 
is  a  quality  fo  amiable  and  rare,  that  it 
ought  to  find  a  patron  wliei-ever  it  ap-  . 
pears,  and  may  juftly  be  preferred  by 
the  publick  fiiffrage  to  petulant  wit  and 
oftentatious  literature. 

He  who  thus  difcovers  failings  with 
unwillingnefs,  and  extenuates  the  faults 
which  cannot  be  denied,  puts  an  end  at 
once  to  doubt  or  vindication^}  his  hear- 
ers repofc  upon  his  candour  and  vera- 
city, and  admit  the  chaige  without  al- 
lowing the  cxcule. 

Such  are  the  arts' by  which  the  envi- 
ous, the  idle,  the  peevlfh,  and  the 
thoughtlefs,  obfiruft  tnat  worth  which 
they  cannot  equal  i  and  by  artifices  thus 
ealy,  fordid,  and  deteftable,  is  induftry 
defeated,  beattty  blafted>  and  genius  de- 
prefled. 
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JfOK  81  rRIOKZI  M^OKIUB  TENET 
tBDES  HOMERVS)    riNDARZCA  LATENT^ 
CE/BqVE  ET  AtCAZ  MINACEI 

ITE8ZCR0RIQJVE  aRATEt  CAMOENjK. 


Hob. 


VritAT  THOUGH  THE  MUSE  HER  HOMER  THRONE! 

high  above  all  the  immortal  q,uire  ;. 
kor  pindall^s  rapture  she  disowns) 

mur  hides  the  plaintive  coean  lyre: 
alcav6  strikes  the  tyrant's  soul  with  drba»y 
mor  tet  is  grave  8tesich0rus  unread* 

Frakcii* 


IT  is  allowed  that  vocations  and  em- 
ploynaents  of  leaft  digiilty  aie  of  the 
raolt  apparent  uic ;  tliat  the  meaneft  arti- 
ftn  or  manufa^lurer  contributes  more 
to  the  accommodation  of  life,  than  the 
profound  fcholar  and  argumentative  the- 
o>  ift  J  and  that  the  pubTick  would  fuftcr 
lei's  prefent  inconvenience  from  the  ba- 
hi&ment  of  philofophers  than  from  the 
€xtin£lion  of  any  conunon  trade. 

Some  have  been  fo  forcibly  ftmck 
with  thisobfervation,  that  they  have,  hi 
the  firft  vtrarmth  of  their  difcovery, 
thought  it  reafonable  to  alter  the  com- 
iQon  diftribution  of  dignity,  and  ven- 
tured to  condemn  mankind  of  univw- 
fal  ingratitude.  For  jufticc  exa£ls,  that 
thofe  by  whom  vee  arc  moft  benefited 
ihculd  be  molt  honoured.  And  what 
labour  can  be  more  ufcful  than  that 
which  procures  to  families  and  com- 
munities thofe  ncceflaries  which  fupply 
the  wants  of  natiure,  or  thofe  conveni- 
encies  by  which  eafe,  fecurity,  and  ele- 
gance, aic  conferred ? 

This  is  one  of  the  innumerable  theories 
which  the  firft  attempt  to  reduce  them 
into  pra6^ice  ccrtr.inly  deftroys-  If  we 
eftimate  dignity  by  immediate  ufefiil- 
neit,  agriculture  is  undoubtedly  the  firft 
and  nobleft  fciencc ;  yet  wc  fee  tlie  plough 
djiven,  the  clod  broken,  the  manure 
fprcad,  the  feeds  fcatteied,  and  the  har- 
▼eft  reaped,  by  men  whan  thofe  that 
feed  upon  their  induftry  will  never  be 
perfuadcd  to  admit  in*^o  the  fame  rank 
with  heroes,  or  with  fages  5  and  who, 
after  all  the  confeifions  which  truth  may 
extort  in  favour  of  their  occupation,  muft 
be  content  to  fill  up  the  lowcft  clafs  of 
the  commonwealth,  to  form  the  bafe  of 
the  pyramid  of  fubordination,  and  lie 
buriui  in  obfcurity  th^mfelv«s>    while 


they,  fupport  all  that  is  fplendid,  con* 
fpicuous,  or  exalted. 

It  wilj  be  tbund  upon  a  cloier  inspec- 
tion, that  this  part  of  the  conduft  of 
mankind  is  by  no  means  contrary  to 
reaibn  or 'equity.  Remuneratory  ho- 
nours ai*e  proportioned  at  once  to  the 
ufefulnels  and  difficulty  of  performances  ; 
and  aie  properly  adjuued  by  comparilbn 
of  the  mental  and  corpoi^al  abilities, 
which  they  appear  to  employ.  That 
work,  however  neceflary,  which  is  car- 
ried on  only  by  mufcular  ftrength  and 
manual  dextei'ity,  is  not  of  equal  eftecift^ 
in  the  confideratiou  of  rational  beings, 
with  the  taiks  that  cxcrcife  the  intellec- 
tual powers,  and  require  the  aftivc  vieour 
of  imagination,  or  the  gradual  and  la- 
borious inveiHgations  ot  reafon. 

The  merit  of  all  manual  occupations 
feeinsto  tentiinate  in  the  inventor  j  and 
I'urely  the  firft  ages  cannot  be  charged 
with  ingratitude,  fince  thole  who  civi- 
lized barbarians,  and  taught  them  howr 
to  fecure  themfclvcs  fmm  cold  and  hun- 
gci*,  were  numbered  among  their  deities. 
But  thefe  aits  once  difcovcred  by  philo- 
fophy,  and  fsicilitatedby  experience,  arc 
afterwards  pra^lifed  with  very  little  af- 
fiilance  from  the  faculties  of  the  foul ; 
nor  is  any  thing  necefTary  to  the  reguljjr 
difchai'ge  of  their  inferior  duties,  beyond 
that  rude  obfervation  which  the  moft 
fiuggilh  intelle£t  may  pra6life,  and  that 
induliry  which  the  (Simulations  of  neccf- 
fity  natui-ally  enforce. 

Yet  though  the  reft^ftl  of  ftatues  and 
paneeyrick  to  thole  who  employ  only 
theirliandsandfeetin  the  fervice  of  man- 
Jcind  may  be  ealily  juftified,  I  am  far 
from  intending  to  incite  the  petulance  of 
pride,  to  juftify  the  fupercilioulhefs  of 
grandeur>  or  to  intercept  any  p«it  of 
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,ihat  tenderaefs  and  benevolence  which 
by  the  privilege  of  their  common  natiire 
«oe  mao  may  claim  firom  another. 

That  it  would  be  neither  wife  nor 
equitable  to  difcourage  the  hvlbandmany 
the  labourer,  the  miner »  or  the  fmithy 
is  generally  granted ;  but  there  is  ano- 
ther race  of  beings  equally  obicui*e  and 
equally  indigent,  who,  becaufe  their 
ufefulnefs  is  leTs  obvious  to  vulgar  ap- 
prehenikms,  live  unrewarded  and  die  un- 
pitied,  and  who  have  been  long  expoTed 
to  infult  without  a  defender,  aad  to 
cenfure  without  an  apotogid. 

The  authors  of  London  were  formerly 
Computed  by  Swift  at  feveral  thou- 
fands  J  and  tnere  is  not  any  reafon  for 
fulpe^ing  that  their  number  has  decreaf- 
ed.  Of  thefe  only  a  very  few  can  be 
laid  to  produce,  or  endeavour  to  produce, 
new  ideas,  to  extend  any  principle  of 
fcience,  or  gratify  the  imagination  with 
any  uncommon  train  of  images  or  con- 
texture of  events,  j  the  reft^  however  la- 
borious, however  arrogant,  can  only  be 
coniidered  as  the  drudges  of  the  pen, 
/"the  manufacturers  of  literature,  who 
1  have  fet  up  for  authors,  either  with  or 
Without  a  regular  initiation,  and,  like 
other  artificers,  have  no  other  caie  than 
\  to  deliver  their  talc  of  wares  at  the  ftated 
"time. 

It  has  been  formerly  imagined,  that 
be  who  intends  the  entertainment  or 
*  inftruflion  of  others,  muft  feel  in  hira- 
felf  fome  peculiar  impulfe  of  ^nius  j 
that  he  muil  watch  the  happy  mmute  in 
which  his  natural  fire  is  excited,  in 
which  his  mind  is  elevated  with  nobler 
ientiments*  enlightened  with  clearer 
views,  and  invigoiated  with  ftroneer 
Comprehenfion  5  that  he  rau (I  carefully 
felecthis  thoughts  and  polilh  bis  exprei- 
fions  i  and  anunate  his  eSbrts  with  the 
hope  of  raifing  a  monument  of  learning, 
which  neither  time  nor  envy  fliail  be 
i^le  to  deftroy. 

3ut  the  authors  whom  I  am  now  cn- 
deavom-ing  to  recommend  have  been  too 
long  backnejid  in  tbe  k^ays  of  men  to 
Indulge  the  chimerical  ambition  of  im- 
AK>rt2uity ;  they  have  feldora  any  claim 
to  the  trade  of  writing,  but  that  they 
have  tried  lome  other  without  Tuccefs  ; 
they  perceive  no  particular  fummons  to 
compofition,  except  the  (bund  of  tbe 
clock  i  they  have  no  other  rule  than  the 
htw  or  the  fafhion  for  admitting  their 
thoughts  or  rejc^ling  them  j  and  about 


the  opinion  of  pofterity  they  have  little 
foiicitude,  for  their  produftions  are  fel- 
dom  intended  to  remain  in  the  world 
longer  than  a  week. 

That  fuch  authors  are  not  to  be  re- 
warded with  praife  is  evident,  fince  no- 
thing can  be  admh-ed  when  it  ceafes  to 
exiftj  but  furely,  though  ihey  cannot 
afpirc  to  honour,  they  may  be  exempted 
from  ignominy,  and  adopted'  in  that 
order  of  men  which  deferves  our  kind* 
nefs,  though  not  our  reverence.  Thefe 
papers  of  the  day,  the  Ephemerse  of 
learning,  have  ufes  more  adequate  to  the 
piupofes  of  conunon  life  than  mor« 
pompous  and  durable  volumes.  If  it 
is  necedary  for  every  man  to  be  more  ac- 
quainted with  his  contemporaries  than 
with  paft  generations,  and  to  rather 
know  the  events  which  may  immediately 
affe£i  his  fortune  or  ^uiet,  than  the  re* 
volutions  of  ancient  kmgdoms,  in  which 
he  has  neither  poflefHons  nor  expeChi* 
tions  $  if  it  be  pleaiing  to  hear  of  the 
preferment  and  difmifiion  of  ftatefmen^ 
the  biith  of  heirs,  and  the  marriage  of 
beauties ;  the  humble  author  of  journals 
and  gazettes  muft  be  coniidered  as  a 
liberal  difpenfer  of  beneficial  know* 
ledge, 

Even  the   abridger,    compiler,    and 
tranflator,  though  their  labours  cannot 
be  ranked  with  thofe  of  the  diurnal  hif* 
toriographer,  yet  muft  not  be   raflily 
doomed  to  annihilation.     Every  fize  of 
readers  requires  a  genius  of  correfpond- 
ent  capacity  \  fbme  delight  in  abftra6li 
and  epitomes,  becaufe  they  want  room 
in  tlieir  memory  for  long  details,  and 
content  themfclves  with  eSefts,  without 
enquiry  after  caul'es  \  fame  minds  are 
overpowered  by  iplcndor  of  fentimcnt^ 
as  fome  eyes  are  offended  by  a  glaring/ 
light  J  fuch  will  gladly  contemplate  an 
author  in  an  humble  imitation,  as  w^ 
look  without  pain  upon  the  fun  in  tha^ 
witer. 

As  every  writer  has  his  ufe,  every 
writer  ought  to  have  his  patrons  ;  and 
fince  no  man,  liowever  high  he  may  now 
fland,  can  be  certain  that  he  fiiall  not  be 
foon  thrown  down  from  his  elevation  by 
criticifm  or  caprice,  the  common  intereft 
of  learning  requires  tliat  her  Tons  ihould 
ceafe  from  inteftine  hoftilities,  and  in- 
itead  of  facrificing  each  other  to  malice 
and  contempt,  emleavour  to  avert  per- 
fecution  itom  the  meaneft  of  their  I'ra- 
tomity, 
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SVNT  ILLIC  DVO9    TRXSTX>   <{jai  KXVOtTANT 
^6tTRAKUM  TINSAI  INirTIARVM  t 
tEO  CUM  SPONSION    PABUL/EQ.VZ  LAStJB 
OS  iCORrerVXRINT  INCITATO* 


Mart* 


*TI1  rOlfiXBLE  THAT  ONI  OR  TWO 

THisK  rnoLZRiii  or  mine  mat  txzw  ; 

B0T   TH»N   THX  BETTINGS  MV8T  BE  O^ZRy 
MOR  CRAB  OR  GHILDSRf  TALK*P  OP  MORE. 


NONE  of  the  proje£l8  or  dcfigns 
which  cxcrcife  the  mind  of  man 
ftre  equally  rubje6l  to  obftm^ions  and 
iJirappointments  with  the  puiTuit  of  fame. 
Riches  cannot  cafily  be  denied  to  them 
Y^ho  have  fomething  of  greater  value  to 
oflfer  in  exchange;  he  whofe  fortune  is 
endangered  by  litigation,  will  not  refufe 
to  augment  the  wealth  of  thebwyer ;  he 
whole  days  arc  darkened  by  languor,  or 
whofe  nerves  are  excruciated  by  pain,  is 
compelled  to  pay  tribute  to  the  fcience 
of  healing.  6ut  praife  may  be  alwajrs 
omitted  without  inconvenience.  When 
once  a  man  has  made  celebrity  necelTary 
to  his  happinei's,  he  has  put  it  in  the 
power  of  tlie  weakeft  and  moft  timorous 
malignity,  if  not  to  take  away  his  fatis- 
fa6lion,  at  lead  to  withhold  it.  His 
enemies  may  indulge  their  jjride  by  airy 
negligence,  and  gratify  their  malice  by 
«|uiet  neutrality.  They  that  could  ne- 
ver have  injured  a  charaacrby  invcftivcs, 
may  combine  to  annihilate  it  by  (ilence ; 
^''as  the  Women  of  Rome  threatened  to  put 
an  end  to  conqueft  and  dominion,  by 
fupplying  no  children  to  the  common*' 
'^wealth. 

When  a  writer  has  with  long  toil 
produced  a  work -intended  to  burll  upon 
mankind  with  unexpefted  luftre,  and 
withdraw  the  attention  of  the  learn- 
ed world  from  cver>-  other  controveify 
or  enquir}',  he  is  Icklom  contentetl  to 
wait  long  without  the  enjoyment  of  his 
new  praifes.  With  an  imagination  full 
of  Wi'i  own  importance,  he  walks  out, 
like  a  mopprch  in  difffuile,  to  leani  the 
various  opinions  pf  bis  readers.  Pre- 
pared to  ieaft  upon  avlmiration  5  com- 
pofed  to  encounter  cenfurcs  without  emo- 
tion ;  ard  dt-rennined  not  to  fuflfer  his 
CjiiiT  to  be  iniurrd  by  a  fenfibility  too 
r»o\ii<»te  of  prniftr  or  blame,  but  to 
kiii^ii  wi:h  t'UxA  contempt  ^t  vaia  ob- 


F*  Lbwxs* 

jeftions  and  injudicious  commenditloiM'^ 
he  enters  the  places  of  minified  conver* 
ration,  fits  down  to  his  tea  m  an  obfeure 
comer,  and  while  he  appears  to  examin* 
a  file  of  antiquated  journals,  catches  the 
convcrfiition  of  the  whole  room.    He 
liilens,  but  hears  no  mention    of  hit 
book,  and  therefore  fiippofes  that  he  hat 
difappointed  his  curionty  by  delay  $  and 
that  as  men  of  learning  would  naturally 
begin  their  converfation    with  fuch  a 
wonderful  novelty,  they  had  digrefled 
to  other  fubjefts  beipore  Ws  arrival.  Tlie 
company  difperfes,  and  theh*  places  are 
fuppliea  by  others  equally  ignorant,  or 
equally  carclcfs.    The  fame  expe^attoQ 
hurries  him  to  another  place,  fiWli  mIbcU 
the  fame  difappointment\U  ives  him  foou 
away.     His  unpatience  then  grows  vio- 
lent and  tumultuous  j  he  ranges  over  the 
town  with  reftlefs  curiofity,  and  heara 
in  one  quarter  of  a  ciicket-match,  in 
another  of  a  pick-uocket}  is  toldb^fome 
of  an  unexpected  bankruptcy,  by  othert 
of  a  turtle-feaft  5  is  fometimes  provoked 
by  importunate  enquiries  after  the  white 
bear,  and  fometimes  with  pi-aifes  of  the 
dancing  dog  ;  he  is  afterwards  entreated 
to  give  his  judgment  upon  a  wager  about 
the  height  of  the  Monument ;  invited  to 
fee  a  foot-race  in  the  adjacent  villages  i 
defired  to  read   a    ludicrous  advertile- 
ment ;  or  confuked  about  the  moft  ef- 
fectual method  of  making  enquiry  after 
a  favourite  cat.     The  whole  world  it 
bufied  in  affairs,  which   he  thinks  be- 
low the  notice  of  reafonable  creatures,, 
and  which  are  neverthelel^  fufHcient  to 
withdraw  all  regard  from  his  laboui*s  and 
his  merits. 

He  relblves  at  Lift  to  violate  his  own 
modcfty,  and  to  recal  the  talkers  from 
their  folly  by  an  enquiiy  after  himfelf. 
He  finds  every  one  provided  with  ai\ 
anfwer ;  one  has  iwn  tne  work  advcitifi. 

od. 
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fd,  but  nerer  met  with  any  that  had 
read  it;  another  has  been  fo  often  im- 
poied  upon  by  fpecious  titles,  that  he 
never  buys  a  book  till  it^s  chara^er  is 
eftablKhed;  a  third  winders  what  any 
.  man  can  hope  to  produce  after  fo  nniny 
writers  of  greater  eminence  5  the  next 
has  enquired  after  the  author^  but  can 
hear  no  account  of  him>  and  therefore 
fufpe6ls  the  name  to  be  fi£litious  i  iuid 
another  knows  him  to  be  a  man  con- 
demned by  indigence  to  write  too  fre- 
quently what  he  does  not  undcriland. 

Many  are  the  confolations  with  which 
the  unliappy  author  endeavours  to  allay 
his  vexation,  and  fortify  his  patience. 
He  has  written  with  too  little  indulgence 
to  the  underHanding  of  common  read- 
ers $  he  has  fallen  upon  an  age  in  which 
folid  knowledge,  and  delicate  reHne- 
ment,  have  given  way  to  low  merriment 
and  idle  buffoonery,  and  therefore  no 
writer  can  hope  for  diftinftion,  who  has 
any  higher  purpofe  than  to  raifc  laugh- 
ter. He  finds  that  his  enemies,  fuch 
as  Aiperiority  will  always  raife,  have 
been  mdulhious,  while  his  performance 
was  in  the  prefs,  to  villify  and  blall  it; 
-  and  that  the  bookfeller,  whom  he  had 
refolved  to  enrich,  has  rivals  that  ob- 
lbru£t  the  circulation  of  his  copies.  He 
at  lall.repofes  upon  the  conudei-ation, 
that  the  nobleft  works  of  learning  and 

genius  have   always   made   their  way- 
owly  againft  ignorance  and  prejudice ; 
and  that  reputation,  which  is  never  to 
/  be  loft,  muft  be  gradually  obtained,. as 
'      animals  of  longeft  lif<;are  obferved  not 
foon  to  attain   their  full  ftature  and 
'      ftrength. 

By  fuch  ai'ts  of  voluntary  deluHon 
does  every  man  endeavour  to  conceal 
his  own  unimportance  fj'om  himfelf. 
It  is  long  before  we  are  convinced  of  the 
fmall  proportion  which  every  individual 
bears  to  the  colleftive  body  of  mankind  5 
or  leam  how  few  can  be  intereiled  in 
the  fortune  of  any  fingle  roan  ;  how 
little  vacancy  h  left  in  the  world  for 
;my  new  obje6l  of  attention  5  to  how 
ImaU  extent  the  brighteft  blaze  of  merit 
^ui  be  (bread  amidft  the  mills  of  buHnefs 
and  of  folly;  and  how  foon  it  is  clouded 
by  the  intervention  of  other  novelties. 
Not  only  the  writer  of  books,  but  the 
commander  of  armies,  and  the  deliverer 
of  nations,  will  eafily  outlive  all  noily 
and  popular  i-eputation :  he  may  be  celc- 
bmted  for  a  time  by  the  publick  voice, 
hu^  his  alliens  and  his  naute  will  ho^ 


be  confidered  as  remote  and  unaffe^llne, 
and  be  rarely  mentioned  but  by  th(& 
who f(f  alliance  g^ves  them  fome  vamtf 
to  gratify  by  frequent  commemoration* 

It  leems  not  to  be  fufficicntly  confi*\ 
dered  how  little  renown  can  be  a^lmittetl  ) 
in  the  world.  Mankind  ai-e  kept  pei^/ 
p«t^ally  bufy  by  their  fears  or  debresy 
andtes'e'Tiotmoise-  leifiif^-firem- th«^  own 
affairs,  than  to  acquaint  themfelves  witk 
the  accidents  of  the  current  day.  En- 
gaged in  contriving  fome  rcfiige  from. 
calamity,  or  in  (hortening  the  way  to 
fome  new  poflfeflion,  they  feldom  fulTer 
their  thoughts  to  wander  to  the  paft  or 
future ;  none  but  a  few  fblltary  fttidents 
have  leifure  to  enquire  into  tne  claims 
of  ancient  heroes  or  fages;  and  namet 
which  hoped  to  range  over  kingdoms  and 
continents  ihrink  at  lalt  into  doiftcrsor 
colleges. 

Nor  is  it  certain,  that  even  of  dieie 
daik  and  narrow  habitations,  thefe  laft 
retreats  of  fame,  the  poirefFion  will  be 
long  kept.  Of  men  devoted  to  litenu  ' 
ture  very  few  extend  their  views  beyond 
fome  paiticuiar  fcience,  and  the  ^^'eater 
part  (eldom  enquire,  even  in  their  owa 
profeifion,  for  any  authors  but  thoie 
whom  the  prefent  mode  oi*  ftudy  h^- 
pens  to  force  upon  their  notice;  mef 
defire  not  to  fill  their  minds  with  mi» 
fa^onable  knowledge,  but  contented!/ 
reu^  fo  uLliuioii  tl^ofe books  which  thej 
now  find  cenfurcd  or  negle£led. 

The  hope  of  fame  is  necefiarily  con- 
ne£led  witti  fuch  confiderations  as  mult 
abate  the  ardor  of  confidence,  and  re- 
prefs  the  vigour  of  purfuit.  Whoever  . 
claims  renown  from  any  kind  of  excel- 
lence, expe6ls  to  fill  the  place  which  it 
now  pofreffed  by  another ;  for  there  are 
already  names  of  every  clafs  iufiicient  to 
employ  all  that  will  defirc  to  remember 
them;  and  furely  he  that  is  pufbing  hit 
predcceflbrs  into  thegulph  ofobfcurity,  ^^ 
cannot  but  fometimes  fufpe6l,  that  he 
muH  himfelf  link  in  like  manner,  and  at 
he  ftaiuls  upon  the  fame  precipice,  be 
fwept  away  with  the  lame  violence. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  fiimc  btf^ 
gins  when  life  is  at  an  end  ;  but  far  the 
greater  numbei;  of  candidates  for  ap- 
pbufc  have  owed  their  reception  in  the 
world  to  fome  favourable  cafualties,  and 
have  therefore  immediately  funk  into  tie^- 
le^,  when  death  flripped  them  of  liitir 
cafual  influence,  and  neither  foi  time  nor 
patronage  operated  in  their  favour* 
Among  thoff  who  have  better  daiins  to 
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Kgxcdt  the  honour  paid  to  their  memory 
IS  commonly  proportionate  to  the  repu- 
tation which  they  enjoyed  in  their  lives, 
though  ftill  growing  fainter,  as  it  is  at 
a  greater  difbnce  from  the  firft  emiifions 
and  fince  it  is  fo  difficult  to  obtain  the 


notice  of  ccntaaipoi-aries,  how  Iktk  it  If 
to  be  hoped  from  futunj  times  ?  What 
can  merit  eft'eft  by  it's  own  force,  whc« 
the  help  of  art  or  friendihip  can  fcarcplf 
fupport  it  ? 


N^CXLVII.    TUESDAY,  AUGUST  ij,  1751. 


TV  MIHIL  XKTXTA  DICll  rACIESTX  MINXaVA. 


HOR. 

^— -TOV  AIS  OF    TOO  QUICK  A  *lCm, 

ITOT  TO  PIICKKN  WHICH  WAT  TOWt  TALIKT  tlXS. 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 
tta, 

H  8  little  things  grow  great  by  con- 
Xjl  tinual  accumulation,  I  hope  you 
willDot  think  the  dignity  of  your  cha- 
TaAer  impaired  by  an  account  of «  lu- 
dicrous  pwfecution,  which,  though  it 
gnroduces  no  fcenes  of  horror  or  of  ruin, 
yet,  by  inceifant  importunity  of  vex- 
ation, wears  away  my  happmefs,  and 
Confiimes  thofe  years  which  nature  (eems 
fsarticularlv  to  have  afligned  to  cheerflil- 
nefs,  in  fuent  anxiety  and  helplefs  re- 
ftntment* 

I  am  the  eldeft  Ton  of  a  gentleman, 
who  having  inherited  a  large  eftate  from 
liis  anceftors,  and  feeling  no  defire  ei- 
ther to  encreafc  or  leffcn  it,  has  from  the 
^e  of  his  marriage  generally  refided 
«t  his  own  feat;  where,  by  dividing  his 
time  amon?  the  duties  of  a  father,  a 
mafter,  and  a  magiftrate,  the  ftudy  of 
literature,  and  the  offices  of  civility,  he 
Unds  means  to  rid  himfelf  of  the  day, 
^thout  any  of  thofe  amufements,  which 
•11  thofe  with  whom  my  rcfidence  in  this 
place  has  made  me  acouainted,  think 
ncceflary  to  lighten  the  burthen  of  ex- 
igence. 

When  my  age  made  me  eapable  of 
infcruftion,  my  father  prevailed  upon  a 
gentleman,  lone  "known  at  Oxford  for 
the  extent  of  his  learning  and  purity 
of  his  manners,  to  undertake  my  edu- 
cation. The  regard  with  which  I  faw 
him  treated,  dilpoicd  me  to  confider  his 
inftruiVions  as  iinportaW,  and  I  there- 
fore fooii  formed  a  ha'oit  cf  attention,  by 
which  I  ina'Je  vciy  quick  advances  in 
different  kin.'s  of  learning,  and  heanl, 
perhaps  too  otttn,  vtry  tiattcring  com- 
parifons  of  my  own  proficiency  with  , 
that  of  others,  cither  m  docik  by  na- 


RotCOMMOK* 

ture,  or  lefs  happily  forwarded  bv  in* 
ftruftion.  I  was  careffed  by  ail  that 
exchanged  vifits  with  my  father;  and  ai 
young  men  are  with  little  difficulty 
taught  to  judge  favourably  of  them- 
felves,  began  to  think  that  clofe  appli. 
cation  was  no*  longer  neceifary,  ancl  that 
the  time  was  now  come  when  I  was  at 
liberty  to  read  only  for  amu£ement,  and 
was  to  receive  the  reward  of  my  &<• 
tigues  in  praife  and  admiration. 

While  I  was  thus  banquetin?  upon 
my  own  perfections,  and  longmg  in 
fecret  to  efcape  from  tutorage,  my  fa- 
ther's brother  came  from  London  tm 
wfs  a  fummer  at  his  native  place.  A 
lucrative  employment  which  he  pofTefled, 
and  a  fondnefs  for  the  convcrfation  and 
diverfions  of  the  gay  part  of  mankind, 
had  fo  long  kept  him  from  rural  excur- 
(ions,  that  I  nad  never  fccn  him  fince 
my  infancy.  My  curiofity  was  there- 
fore fbongly  excited  by  the  *ope  of  ob- 
ferving  a  chai-aCter  more  neaily,  which 
I  had  hitherto  only  revei^enced  at  a  dif- 
tance. 

From  all  private  and  intimate  convcr- 
fation I  was  long  withheld  by  the  per- 
petual confluence  of  vifitants,  with 
whom  the  firft  news  of  my  uncle's  ar- 
rival crowded  the  houle;  but  was  amply 
recompcnfed  by  feeir.g  an  exa£l  and 
punAilious  praaice  of  the  arts  of  a  com*- 
ticr,  in  all  the  fli-aragcms  of  endear- 
ment, the  gi-adations  of  rcfpeft,  and 
variations  of  courtefy.  I  icmarked 
with  what  jutlice  of  diftribution  he  di- 
vided his  talk  to  a  wide  circle  ;  with 
what  addrcfs  he  offered  to  every  man  an 
occafion  of  indulging  fome  favourit* 
topick,  or  dilplaying  fome  particuLir 
attainment;  the  judgment  with  which 
,he  regulated  bi^  enqiiirits  after  the  ab- 
ienr^  and  the  care  with  which  he  flir>ft*e4 
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A^tlie  companiont  of  His  earl^  years 
how  ftrongly  they  were  infixed  in  his 
memory,  oy  the  mention  of  paft  inci- 
dents, and  the  recital  of  puerile  kind- 
neifes,  dangers,  and  frolicks.  I  foon 
dtfcovered  that  he  poiTefTed  foroe  fcience 
of  gracioufnefs  and  attraftion  which 
bocScs  had  not  taught,  and  of  which 
ndther  I  nor  my  father  had  any  know- 
ledgej  that  he  had'  the  power  of  oblig- 
ing thofe  whom  he  did  not  benefit;  that 
he  diffuTed,  upon  his  curfory  behaviour 
and  moft  trifling  anions,  a  gbfs  of  ibft- 
nefs  and  delicacy  by  which  every  onewas 
dazzled ;  and  that,  by  fome  occult  me- 
thod of  captivation,  he  animated  the  ti- 
morous, loftened  the  fupercilious,  and 
opened  the  referved.  I  could  not  but 
repine  at  the  inelegance  of  ray  own 
manners  which  left  me  no  hopes  but  not 
to  offend,  and  at  the  inefHcacy  of  mf- 
tick  benevolence  which  gained  no  friends 
but  by  real  lervicc. 

My  uncle  faw  the  veneration  with 
which  I  caught  every  accent  of  his 
roice,  and  watched  every  motion  of  his 
hand ;  tmd  tlie  awkward  diligence  with 
which  I  endeavoured  to  imitate  his  em- 
brace of  fondnefs,  and  his  bow  of  re- 
fpeft.  He  was,  like  others,  eafily  flat- 
tered by  an  imitator  by  whom  he  could 
iKJt  fitar  ever  to  be  rivalled,  and  repaid 
tny  aHiduities  with  compliments  and 
profeilions.  Our  fondnefs  was  fo  in- 
crtafed  by  a  mutual  endeavoiu*  to  pleale 
each  other,  that  when  he  returned  to 
London,  he  declared  himfelf  unable  to 
kave  a  nephew  io  amiable  and  fo  accom- 
pl'ifhed  behind  him;  and  obtained  my 
father'*s  permifllon  to, enjoy  my  com- 
pany for  a  few  months,  by  a  promife 
to  initiate  me  In  the  arts  of  politenefs, 
arid  introduce  me  into  publick  life. 

The  courtier  had  little  inclination  to 
fatigue,  and,  therefore,  by  ti^avelling 
very  /lowly,  afforded  me  time  for  more 
loofe  and  familiar  converfation  j  but  I 
foon  found,  that  by  a  few  enquiries 
which  he  was  not  well  prepai'ed  to  fa- 
tlsfy,  I  had  made  him  weary  of  his 
young  companion.  His  element  was  a 
mixed  aflciflbly,  where  cei^emony  and 
healths,  compliments  and  common  to- 
pidks,  kept  the  tongue  employed  with 
very  little  afliftance  from  memory  or  re- 
flckion;  but  in  the  chariot,  where  he 
was  neceflitated  to  fupport  a  regular  tc- 
iJour  of  converfation,  without  any  re- 
lief from  a  new  comer,  or  any  power  of 
i»Xt'iflg  iato  gay  dlgre(fian$».  oa*  ddkoy« 


ing  argument  by  a'Jeft,  he  foon  difco- 
vered  that  poverty  pf  ideas  which  had 
been  hitherto  concealed  under  the  tiniel 
of  politenefs.  The  firft  day  he  enter* 
tained  me  with  the  novelties  and  won* 
ders  with  which  I  fhould  be  aftoniflied 
at  my  entrance  into  London,  and  cau- 
tioned me,  with  apparent  admiration  df 
his  own  wiidom,  againfl  the  arts  by 
which  rufticity  is  frequently  deludecu 
The  fame  detail  and  the  fame  advice  ht 
would  have  repeated  on  the  fecond  dayi 
but  as  I  every  moment  diverted  the  dif* 
courfe  to  the  hif^ry  of  the  towns  tnf 
which  we  pa/Ted,  or  ibme  other  fubje^ 
of  learning  or  of  reaibn,  he  foon  lofl 
his  vivacity^  grew  peeviih  and  iilentt 
wrapped  his  cloak  about  him,  compoiecl 
himfelf  to  iltmiber,  and  referved  hia 
gaiety  for  fitter  auditors. 

At  length  I  entered  London,  and  mf 
uncle  was  reinfbted  in  his  fuperiority* 
He  awaked  at  once  to  loquacity  as  Gxxk 
as  our  wheels  rattled  on  the  pavements 
and  told  me  the  name  of  every  fbreet  as 
we  croffedit,  and  owner  of  every  koufa 
as  wc  pafled  by.  He  prefented  me  to 
my  aunt,  a  lady  of  great  eminence  for 
the  number  of  her  acquaintances,  and 
fplendor  of  her  aflemblies,  and  either 
in  kindnefs  or  revenge  confulted  with 
her,  in  my  prcfence,  how  I  might  be 
moft  advantageoufly  drclTed  for  my  firft 
appearance,  and  moft  expeditioufly  dif- 
encurabered  from  my  villatick  bafliful- 
nefs.  My  indignation  at  femiliarity 
thus  contemptuous  flufhed  in  my  face  $ 
they  miflook  aneer  for  ihame,  and  al- 
ternately exerted  their  influence  upon 
the  benefits  of  publick  education,  and 
the  happinefs  of  an  aflurance  early  ac- 
quired. 

AflTurance  is  indeed  the  only  qualifi<^ 
cation  to  which  they  feem  to  have  an« 
nexed  merit,  and  aiTurance  therefore  is 
perpetually  recommended  to  mc  as  the 
fupply  of  every  defect  and  the  orna- 
ment of  every  excellence.  I  never  fit 
filent  in  company  when  fecret  hiftory  is, 
circulating,  but  I  am  reproached  fof 
want  of  alTurance.  If  I  fail  to  return 
the  ftated  anfwer  to  a  compliment ;  if  £ 
am  difconcerted  by  unexpefted  raillery  | 
if  I  blufh  when  I  am  dllcovered  gazing 
on  a  beauty,  or  hefitate  wlicn  I  find  my- 
felf  embarraflTcd  in  an  argument;  if*^! 
am  unwilling  to  talk  of  what  I  do  not 
undei-ftand,  or  timorous  in  undertaking 
offices  which  I  cannot  gracefully  per* 
form  a  if  X  fufier  a  oiorp  iively.tatler  to 
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lecotiRt  tilt  cailiakics  of  e  game»  or  a 
niinbler  top  to  \nck  up  a  fan,  I  am  ccn- 
fyrsiX  between  pity  and  contempt,  as  a 
wretch  doomed  to  grovel  in  oofctuity 
Sx  want  of  aiTurance. 

I  have  found  many  young  perfons 
liarallal  in  the  fame  manner,  by  thofc 
to  whom  age  has  given  nothing  but  the 
afliirance  which  they  recommend  i  and 
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therefore  cannot  but  thmk  it  ufefiil  t^ 
inform  them,  that  cowardice  and  deli- 
cacy are  not  to  be  confounded  i  and  that 
he  whofe  ftupidity  has  armed  him  againft 
the  (hafts  of  ridicule,  wdl  always  a6i 
and  fpeak  with  greater  audacity,  than 
they  whole  fenfibility  reprc/Tes  their  ar- 
dor, and  who  dare  never  let  their  con- 
fidence outgrow  their  abilities. 


N«CLXVIII.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  17, 1751. 

m%  rxTZR  sxvis  onzret  CATtirif 

^OD  VIRO  CLEMENS  MISERO  rBPERCT, 
ME  VIL  EXTREMIS  KOMIDARUM  IK  ORIS 

CLAStE   RELEGBT.  Ho«* 

mb  let  my  father  load  with  chaiks, 
•r  baki8h  to  mum1dia*s  farthest  plains  i 

my  crime,  that  i  a  loyal  wife, 
in  k.ivd  compassion  spar*d  mt  husba1c0*s  life* 

Frakcis. 


POXITICI ANS  remark,  that  no 
oppivfTion  is  io  heavy  or  lalting  as 
thit  which  is  infli£>ed  by  the  perverfion 
and  exorbitance  of  legal  authority. 
The  robber  may  be  feizS,  and  the  in- 
vr.Jcr  repelled,  whenevei'  they  are  found ; 
they  who  prctertd  no  right  but  that  of 
force,  may  by  force  be  punifhed  oi*  fup* 
prcflld.  But  when  plunder  bears  tnc 
name  of  impoft,  and  murder  is  perpe- 
tuate.! by  a  judicial  ferttence,  fortitude 
is  intimidated,  and  wifdom  confounded ; 
refiftance  (hrinks  from  an  alliance  with 
rebellion,  and  the  villain  remains  fe- 
curc  in  the  robes  of  the  magi(ti*atc. 

Equally  dangerous  and  equally  de- 
teftablc  arc  the  cruelties  often  cxercifcd 
in  private  families,  under  the  venerable 
fanitlion  of  paternal  authority;  the  pow- 
er which  we  ai*e  taught  to  honour  from 
the  firft  njoments  of  reafon ;  which  is 
guarded  from  infult  and  violation  by  all 
tnat  can  imprcfs  awe  imon  the  mind  of 
man ;  and  which  therefore  may  wanton 
in  cruelty  without  controul,  and  tram- 
ple the  bounds  of  right  with  innumcra- 
Dle  ti-anfgreflions,  before  duty  and  piety 
will  dare  to  fcek  redrefs,  or  think  them- 
itlves  at  liberty  to  recur  to  any  Qther 
means  of  deliverance  than  fupplications 
by  which  infolencc  is  elated,  and  tears 
by  which  cruelty  is  gratified. 

It  was  for  a  long  tinr?  imagined  by 
the  Romans,  that  no  fon  could  be  the 
murderer  of  his  father  j  and  they  had 
therefore  no  mmifhment  appropriated  to 
parricide.    They  feem  Iik<wir«  to  \ur9 


believed  with  equal  confidence,  that  no 
father  could  be  cruel  to  his  child  ;  and 
therefore  they  allowed  every  man  the 
fupreme  judicature  in  his  own  houfe, 
and  put  the  lives  of  his  offspring  int* 
his  hands.  But  experience  informed 
them  by  degrees,  that  they  had  dctcr- 
'mincd  too  naftily  in  favour  of  human 
nature  ^  they  found  that  infUn^  and  ha- 
bit were  not  able  to  contend  with  ava- 
rice or  malice  5  that  the  nearefl  relation 
might  be  violated ;  and  that  power,  to 
whomfocva-  intrufted,  might  be  ill  em- 
ployed. They  were  therefore  obliged 
to  llipply  and  to  change  their  inftitu- 
tions  ;  to  deter  the  parricide  by  a  new 
law,  and  to  ti*ansfer  capital  punifhments 
from  the  parent  to  the  magiftrate. 

There  are  indeed  many  houfes  which 
it  is  impoflible  to  enter  familiarly,  with- 
out difcovering  that  parents  arc  by  no 
means  exempt  from  the  intoxicationa 
of  dominion ;  and  that  he  who  is  in  no 
danger  of  hearing  remonfhanccs  but 
from  his  own  confcience,  will  feldoro  be 
long  without  the  art  of  controlling  hit 
con vi6l ions,  and  modifying  juftice  by 
his  own  wilL 

If  in  any  (ituation  the  heart  were  in* 
acceflible  to  malignity,  it  might  be  fup* 
pofed  to  be  fufficicntly  fecured  by  paren- 
tal relation.  To  have  voluntarily  be- 
come to  any  being  the  occafion  of  it't 
exigence,  produces  an  obligation  to  makt 
that  cxifttnce  happy.  To  lee  helplefs  in- 
fancy ftretching  out  her  hands  and  pouring 
out  Uer  Ci-iet  ip  ttftimony  of  dependence^ 
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^iithout  aur  powers  to  alarm  jealoufy, 
or  any  guilt  tp  alienate  affefUon,  muft 
Airely  awaken  tendemefs  in  every  hu- 
man mind  {  and  tendemefs  once  excit- 
ed will  be  hourly  increafed  by  the  natu* 
ral  contanon  ot  felicity,  by  the  rpper- 
culHon  of  communicated  pleafure,  by 
the  confcioufnels  of  the  dignity  of  be- 
aefa^ion.  I  believe  no  generous  or  be- 
nevolent man  can  fee  the  vileft  animal 
Courting  his  re^;ard,  and  flirinldne  at 
his  anger,  playing  his  gambols  of  dc- 
light  before  him,  callinp^  on  him  in  dif- 
trefs,and  flying  to  him  m  danger,  with- 
out more  kindnefs  than  he  can  perfuade 
himfelf  to  feel  for  the  wild  and  unfo- 
cial  inhabitants  of  the  air  and  water. 
We  naturally  endear  to  ourfelves  thofe 
to  whom  we  imj>art  any  kind  of  plea- 
fure,  becaufe  we  imagine  their  afFeftion 
and  efteem  (ecured  to  us  by  the  bosefits 
which  they  receive. 

There  is  indeed  another  method  by 
which  the  pride  of  fuperiority  may  be 
likewife  ratified.  He  that  has  extin- 
guiihed  all  the  fenfations  of  humanity, 
and  has  no  longer  anv  fatisfa6lion  in  tne 
refleftion  that  he  is  loved  as  the  diftri- 
butor  of  happinefs,  may  pleafe  him- 
felf with  exciting  terror  as  the  infliaor 
of  pain:  he  majr  delight  his  folitude 
with  contemplatmg  the  extent  of  his 
power  and  the  force  of  his  commands, 
in  imagining  the  defircs  that  flutter  on 
the  tongue  which  is  forbidden  to  utter 
them,  or  the  difcontent  which  preys  on 
the  heart  in  which  fear  confines  it  t  he 
may  amufe  himfelf  with  new  contriv- 
^ncti  of  detedion,  jnultiplications  of 
prohibition,  and  varieties  of  punifhment  $ 
and  fwell  with  exultation  when  he  con- 
fidere  how  little  of  the  homage  that  he 
receives  he  owes  to  choice. 

That  princes  ef  this  charaaer  have 
been  known,  the  hiftory  of  all  abfolute 
kingdoms  will  inform  usj  and  fincc,  as 
Ariftorle  oblcrves— <  h  imcfmMjin  fAwd^ia 
— *  the  government  of  a  nmily  is  na- 
*  turallv  monarchical,*  it  is  like  other 
monarchies  too  often  arbitrarily  admi- 
liirtered.  The  regal  and  parental  ty- 
rant differ  only  in  the  extent  of  their  do- 
minions, and  the  number  of  their  flavcs. 
The  fame  paflions  caufe  the  fame  raife- 
rfcs  J  except  that  feldom  any  prince, 
however  defpotick,  has  fo  for  toakcn  off 
all  awe  of  the  publick  eye,  as  tb  venture 
upon  thofe  fnak%  of  injuftice,  which  are 
<pmetimes  indulged  under  the  fccrecy 
of  a  private  dwelliog*    Capricious  in- 
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jun^Uons,  partial  dedfidns,  unequal  al- 
lotments, diflbributions  of  reward  not  by 
merit  but  by  fancy,  and  punifhments  re- 
gulated not  by  the  degree  of  the  offence^ 
but  by  the  humour  of  the  judge,  are  too 
frequent  where  no  power  is  knowa  but 
that  of  a  fother. 

That  he  delights  in  the  mifcry  of 
others  no  man  will  confefs  $  and  vet 
what  other  motive  can  make  a  father 
cruel  ?  The  king  may  be  infligated  by 
one  man  to  the  delbuftion  of  another  ; 
he  may  fometimes  think  himfelf  endan-. 
gered  by  the  virtues  of  a  fubjeft }  he 
may  dread  the  fuccefsfiil  geneial  or  the 
popular  orator }  his  avarice  may  point 
out  golden  confifcations  ;  and  his  guile 
may  whifper  that  he  can  only  be  feclire 
by  cutting  off  all  power  of  revenge.  * 
But  wliat  can  a  parent  hope  from  the 
oppreflion  of  thofe  who  were  bom  to  his 
protection,  of  thofe  who  can  difhirb  him 
with  no  competition,  who  can  enrich 
him  with  no  fpoils  ?  Why  coi^ards  arc 
cruel  may  be  edily  difcovered  j  but  for 
what  r»fon,  not  more  infamous  than 
cowardice,  can  that  man  delight  in  op- 
preflion who  has  nothing  to  fear  ? 

The  unjuftifiable  feverity  of  a  parent 
is  loaded  with  this  aggravation,  that 
.  thofe  whom  he  injures  are  always  in  hia 
fight.  The  injufHce  of  a  prince  is  often 
exercifcd  upon  thofe  of  whom  he  never 
had  any  perfonal  or  particular  know- 
ledge)  ano'the  fentence  which  he  {>n>- 
nounces,  whether  of  banifhment,  im- 
prifonment,  or  death,  removes  from  his 
view  the  man  whom  he  condemns.  But 
the  domeflick  oppreffor  dooms  himfelf 
to  eaze  upon  thole  faces  which  be  clouds 
with  tenor  and  with  forrowj  and  beholds 
every  moment  the  eflFefts  of  his  own  bar- 
barities. He  that  can  bear  to  give  con- 
tinual pain  to  thofe  who  furround  him^ 
and  can  walk  with  fatisfia6lion  in  the 
gloom  of  his  own  prefence;  he  that  can 
fee  fubmiffive  mifery  without  relenting^ 
and  meet  without  emotion  the  eye  that 
implores  mercy,  or  demands  juflice,  will 
fcarcely  be  amended  by  remonflrance  or 
admonit  ion ;  he  has  L  ^nd  means  of  flop- 
ping the  avenues  of  tendemefs,  and  arm- 
ing his  heart  againft  the  force  of  rca- 
fon. 

Even  though  no  coniideration  fhould 
be  paid  to  the  great  lawof  fbcial  beings, 
by  which  every  individual  is  command- 
ed to  confult  the  happinefs  of  others, 
yet  the  harfh  parent  is  lefs  to  be  vindi- 
cated than  any  other  criminal,  bsc^ure 
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he  lefs  provides  for  the  happinefs  of  him- 
Itrlf.  fercry  man,  however  little  he 
loves  others,  would  willingly  be  loved ; 
everyman  hopes  to  live  long,  and  there- 
fore hopes  for  that  time  at  which  he  (hall 
iink  bade  to  imbecility,  and  mud  de- 
pend for  eafe  and  cheertiilnefs  upon  the 
officioufnefs  of  others.  But  how  has 
he  obviated  the  inconveniences  of  old 
ajjc,  who  alienates  fi-om  him  the  aflitt- 
ance  of  his  children,  and  whofebed  muft 
be  furrounded  in  his  laft  hours,  in  the 
-  hours  of  languor  and  dejc^lion,  of  im- 
patience and  of  pain,  by  ftrangers  to 
whom  his  life'is  iudiffiirent,  or  by  ene- 
mies to  whom  his  death  is  deilrable? 


Piety  will  indeed^  in  rood  minds,  otieri 
come  provocation,  and  thofe  whohavto 
been  haraiTed  by  brutality  will  forget  the 
injuries  which  they  have  fuffercd,  fo  fiu: 
as  to  perform  the  laft  duties  with  ala'> 
crity  and  zeal.  But  furcly  no  refcnt- 
ment  can  be  equally  painful  with  kind* 
ncfs  thus  undeferved,  nor  can  feverer 
puniihmcnt  be  imprecated  upon  a  num 
not  wholly  loil  in  meannefs  and  ihipi- 
dity,  than,  through  the  tedioufiiefs  of 
decrepitude,  to  be  reproached  bv  the 
kindnefe  of  his  own  children,  (o  receive 
not  the  tribute  but  the  alms  of  attend- 
ance, and  to  owe  every  relief  of  his  mi- 
feries,  not  to  gratitude  but  to  mercy* 


N^  CXLIX.    TUESDAY,   AUGUST  ao>  1751. 

<^UOD  NON   SIT  PYLADES  HOC  TKMPORZ,    KON   SIT  OtKSTSS 

MIRARIS?      PYLADES,    MARCE,    BIBBBATIDEM. 
flEC   MELtOR   PANIS,    TURDUSYE  DABATWR   ORESTi: 

8ED  PAR,   ATq.US   EADEM  COEltA    DVOBVS    ERAT.      ■ 
TE  CADM AA  TYROS,    MB  PINGVIf  CALLIA  VBtTIT  : 

VIS   TB  PVRPURBVM,    MARCB,    SAGATVf  AMEM  ? 
VT  PRJESTEM  PYLADEN,  Atl^UIS  MIHX  PRACSTET  OBBSTBMS 

MOC  NGN   IIT  VEftBIt  t    MABCE,    UT  AMBRIS,    AMA« 

TOU  WONDER  NOW  THAT  N^  MAN   SEES 

SVCH   FRIENDS  AS   THOSE  OF   ANTIENT  GREECE. 

MERE  LAY   THE  POINT— —OR  ESTES'  MEAT 

WAS  JUSTTHE  SAME  HIS  FRIEND   DID  EATJ 

IfOR   CAN   IT  YET  BE  FOUND,    HIS  WINE 

WAI   BETTER,  PYLADES,    THAN   THINE. 

IK  H0MC-8PVN  RUSSET    1  AM   DRE9T, 

TOUR  CLOTH   IS  ALWAYS  OF  THE  BEST; 

BUT,  HONEST  MARCUS,    IF  YOU   PLEASE 

TO  CHU9E  ME   FOR   YOVR    PYLADES, 

REMEMBER,    WORDS  ALONE    ARE  VAIN} 

LOVE<-*«ir   YOU  WOU'd   be   LOT'o    AGAIN. 

F.  Lewis. 


TO  THE   RAMBLER, 
SIR, 

1^0  depravity  of  the  mind  has  been 
JL^  more  frequent ly  or  juftly  ccn fu red 
than  Ingratitude.  There  is  indeed  fuf- 
iicient  rcafon  for  looking  on  thole  that 
can  return  evil  for  good,  and  repay 
kindnefs  and  afllftance  with  hatred  or 
negleft,  as  cormpted  beyond  the  com- 
mon degrees  of  wickcdncfs  j  nor  will  he 
who  has  once  been  clearly  deteftcd  in 
i^s  of  injury  to  his  benefactor,  deferve 
to  be  numbered  among  (ocial  beings  5 
£e  has  endeavoured  to  deltroy  confidence, 
to  intercept  fympathy,  and  to  turn  every 
man^s  attention  wholly  on  himfclf. 

There  it  always  danger  left  the  ho- 
fieft-abhorreoce  ot  a  crime  (bould  rai& 


the  paflions  with  too  much  violence 
aga'mil  the  man  to  whom  it  is  imputed. 
In  proportion  as  guilt  is  more  enormous^ 
it  ought  to  be  afcertained  by  ftronger 
evidence.  The  charge  againft  ingrati* 
tude  is  very  general  j  almoft  evrty  man 
can  tell  what  favours  he  has  conferred 
upon  infcnfibility,  and  how  much  hap- 
mnefs  he  has  bcltowed  without  return  { 
t)ut  perhaps,  if  thefc  patrons  and  pro- 
tenors  were  confronted  with  any  wnoni 
they  boaft  of  having  befriended,  it  woukf 
often  aopear  that  they  confuked  only 
their  pleafure  or  vanity,  and  repaia 
themfelvcs  their  petty  donatives  by  gra- 
tifications of  inlblence  and  indulgence 
of  contempt. 

It  has  happened  that  much  of  ray  timt 
teu  been  pouted  in  a  dependent  (tare,  and 
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iDftifiN|uent]y  I  lutve  received  many  fa- 
jTQurtf  in  the  opinion  of  thoie  at  wiiole 
«xpence  I  have  been  maintained }  yet  I 
dd  not  feel  in  my  heart  any  burning  gra- 
titude or  tumultuous  affe^ion ;  and,  as 
L would  not  wiUingiy  fuppo(c  myfelf 
$  fuiceptible  of  viituous  paiHons  than 
the  nft  of  mankind,  I  (hall  lay  the  hlf- 
tory  of  my  life  before  you,  that  you 
maLYf  by  your  judgment  of  my  condu6t, 
.ettner  reform  or  confirm  my  preient  i'en* 
timents* 

My  father  was  the  fecond  Ton  of  » 
Tery  ancient  and  wealthy  family.  He 
married  a  lady  of  equal  birth,  whofe 
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echo  their  opinioni,  .&cilitate  theii'dfi- 
iires,  and  accompany  their  rambled,  it 
was  unfortunate  that  our  early  introduc- 
tion into  polite  company,  and  habitual 
knowledge  of  the  arts  of  civility,  h«d 
given  us  fuch  an  appearance  of  fiiipen- 
ority  to  the  awkward  baihfulnefs  oi  our 
relations,  as  naturally  drew  refpe^  and 
preference  from  every  ft  ranger  j  and  my 
aunt  was  foijccd  to  afTert  the  dignity  of 
her  own  children  while  they  were  Icult- 
ing  in  comers  for  fear  or  notice,  an4 
hanging  down  their  heads  in  fUent  con- 
fiifion,  by  /elating  the  indifcretion  of 
our  father,  difplaymgherown  kindnefs. 


fortune*  joined  to  his  own,  might  have     lamenting  the  mifery  of  birth  without 
fupported  his  pofterit^  in  honour  ;  but  *  eltate,  and  declaring  her  anxiety  for  oi|r 

•^ *  -    I---  t ••-»     future  provilion,   and    the  expedients 

which  (he  had  fohned  to  fecure  us  from 
thofe  follies  or  crimes,  to  which  the  cod« 
jun6liou  of  pride  and  want  often  giv^s 
occafion.  In  a  (hort  time  care  was 
taken  to  prevent  fuch  vexatious  mif- 
takes;  we  were  told,  that  fine  clothes 
would  only  fill  our  heads  with  falfc 
expefbitions,  and  our  di*efs  was  therefore' 
accommodated  to  our  fortune. 

Childhood  is  not  ealily  dejefled  or 
mortified.  We  felt  no  laiting  pain 
&om  infolence  or  neglect ;  but  hnding 
that  we  were  &^ured  and  coromendcyl 
by  all  whofe  intereft  did  not  prompt 
them  to  dilcountenance  us,  prefeiTedour 
vivacity  and  fpirit  to  yeai's  of  greater 
ieniibility.  It  then  became  irldbme  and 
difgufting  to  live  without  any  principle 
of  a^lion  but  the  vtiII  of  atiotner,  and 
we  often  met  privately  in  the  ganlen  to 
lament  our  condition,  ami  to  eaie  our 
hearts  with  mutual  narratives  of  caprice^ 
peevifhnefs,  and  affront. 
'  .There  are  innumerable  modes  of  in- 
fult  and  tokens  of  contempt,  for  which 
it  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  name,  which  va- 
nifli  to  nothing  in  an  attempt  to  defcribe 
them,  and  yet  may,  by  continual  repeti- 
tion, make  day  pafs  after  day  in  (brrow 
and  in  terror.  Phrafes  of  curfor^  com- 
pliment and  eftablifhed  falutation  may, 
by  a  different  modulation  of  the  voice, 
or  caft  of  the  countenance,  convey  con- 
trary meaning,  and  be  changed  from 
indications  of  refpeft  to  expreilions  of 
fcoj-n.  The  dependent  who  cultivates 
delicacy  in  himfelf  very  little  confulta 
his  own  tranquillity.  My  unhappy  vi- 
gilance is  every  moment  difcoveritig 
fome  petulance  of  accent,  or  an-ogance 
of  mien,  fome  vehemence  of  inteii-oga- 
tion,  or  quicknefs  of  reply,  that  recalls 
U  u  1  my 
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J  gay  and  ambitious,  he  prevailed 
on  his  friends  to  procure  him  apott, 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  qf^dif- 
playtug  his  elegance  and  politenefs.  My 
mother  was  equally  pleafed  with  fplen- 
dor,  and  equally  careleis  of  exuence ; 
they  both  juftified  their  proftiHon  to 
.thernfelves,  by  endeavouring  to  believe 
it  neceflary  to  the  extcnfion  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, and  improvement  of  their 
jntcreft;  and  whenever  any  place  be- 
came vacant,  they  ezpe^bd  to  be  repaid. 
hk  the  midft  of  thele  hopes  my  tather, 
wasfiiatdied  away  by  an  apoplexy }  and 
my  mother,  virho  nad  no  pleahire  but  in 
tlrefs,  equipage,  ademblies,  and  com- 
Dliments,  nn£ng  that  (he  cpuld  live  00 
longer  in  her  accuflomed  rank,  funk 
into  d^e^lion,  and  in  two  years  wore 
out  her  life  with  envy  and  difcontent. 

I  was  lent  with  a  filler,  one  year 
younger  than  myfelf,  to  the  elder  oro-* 
ther  of  my  father.  We  were  not  yet 
capable  of^obferving  how  much  fortune 
innuences  affection,  but  flattered  our- 
.  felves  on  the  road  with  the  tcndei-nefs 
and  regard  with  which  we  fhould  be 
treated  oy  our  uncle.  Our'  reception 
was  rather  fi*igid  than  malignant  5  we 
were  introduced  to  our  young  coufms, 
and  for  the  firft  month  more  frequently 
confoled  than  upbraided  j  but  in  a  (hort 
time  we  found  our  prattle  reprefTed,  our 
drefs  negle£bd,  our  endearments  unre- 
garded, and  our  requefts  referred  to  the 
Eoufe-keeper. 

The  forms  of  decency  were  now  vio- 
lated, and  every  day  produced  new  in- 
fults.  We  were  foon  brought  to  the 
neceflity  of  receding  from  our  imagined 
equality  with  our  coufms,  to  whom  we 
funk  into  humble  companions  without 
choice  or  influence,  expelled  only  to 
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mj  poverty  to  ray  mindy  and  which  I 
feel  more  acutely  as  I  koow  not  how  to 
telent  it. 

You  are  not  however  to  imagine,  that 
I  think  myfdf  difcharetd  from  the  du- 
ties of  gratitude,  only  oecaufe  my  rela- 
tions do  not  adjuft  tneir  looks,  or  tune 
their  voices,  to  my  expe^btion.  The 
infoience  of  benefaction  terminates  not 
in  negative  rudencfs  or  obliquities  of  in- 
fult.  I  am  often  told  in  exprefs  terms 
of  the  miferies  from  which  charity  has 
fiiatched  me,  while  multitudes  are  dif- 
fered by  i-clations  eaually  near  to  de- 
volve upon  the  parilh;  and  have  more 
than  once  hearcl  it  numbered  among 
Other  fivours,  that  I  am  admitted  to  the 
iame  table  with  my  coufms. 

That  I  fit  at  the  flrft  table  I  muft 
acknowledge,  but  I  fit  there  only  that  I 
nay  feel  the  ftings  of  inferiorit]|r.  My 
enquiries  are  nede£led,  my  opinion  u 
pverbome,myanertions  arc  controvert- 
ed) and  as  infoience  alwavs  propagates 
itfflf,  the  fervants  overlootc  me,  m  imi- 
tation of  their  mafter;  if  I  call  modeftly^ 
I  am  not  heard  5  if  loudly,  my  ufurpa- 
tion  of  authority  is  checked  by  a  general 
firown.  I  am  often  obliged  to  look  un- 
invited upon  delicacies,  and  fometimes  « 
defired  to  rile  upon  very  fli|;fat  pretences. 

The  incivilities  to  which  I  am  ex- 
pofed  would  give  me  lefs  pain,  were 
they  not  ajfgravated  by  the  tears  of  my 
£fler,  whom  the  young  ladies  are  hourly 
tormenting  with  every  art  of  feminine 


perfecution.  As  it  is  (kH  of  the  Ibw 
preme  magiftrate  of  Venice,  that  be  ia  a 
prince  in  one  place  and  a  flave  in  an* 
other  J  my  (jHer  is  a  fervant  to  her  couiint 
in  their  apartnnenu,  and  a  companion 
only  at  the  table.  Her  wit  and  beauty 
draw  fo  much  regard  away  from  thcro* 
that  they  never  fufier  her  to  aopcar  with 
them  in  any  place  where  they  folieit 
notice,  or  expc^  admiration  j  and  when 
thev  are  vilitcd  by  neighbouring  ladies, 
and  pafs  their  hours  in  domeftick  aroulo- 
menu,  (he  is  fometimes  called  to  fiJl  a 
vacancy,  infulted  with  contemptuous 
fr^eedoms,  ahd  difmiifed  to  her  needle 
when  her  place  is  fupplied.  The  heir 
has  of  late,  by  the  inftigation  .of  his 
lifters,  begun  to  harafs  her  with  downi^ 
jocularity  3  he  feems  inclined  to  make 
his  firft  rude  eflays  of  waggery  upon 
her;  and  by  the  connivance,  if  not  en- 
courap;ement  of  his  father,  treats  her 
with  (uch  licentious  brutality,  as  I  cannot 
bear,  though  I  cannot  punifh  it. 

I  beg  to  be  informed,  Mr.  Ramblei^ 
how  much  we  can  be  fuppofed  to  owe 
to  beneficence,  exerted  on  terms  like 
thefe  ?  to  beneficence  which  pollutes  it^ 
gifts  with  contumely,  and  may  be  tnity 
isud  to  pander  to  pride  ?  I  would.willing- 
lybe  told,  whether  infoience  does  not 
reward  it*s  own  liberalities,  and  whether 
he  that  exacts  fervility  can  with  juftioe 
at  the  fame  t'mie  expett  nfftSiioa  f 
I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

UTPEaDULUt. 
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O   MVNtKA    NONDVM 
IKTSLLECTA    DIUM ! 


LUCANt 


•THOU  CHXtrSST  GOOD  ! 


BZ$TOW*D  BY  HSAV^N,   SVT  tBLOOM  VNPEEITOOD. 


Rowx, 


AS  daily  experience  makes  it  evident 
that  misfortunes  ate  unavoiJably 
incident  to  human  life,  that  calamity  wjll 
neither  be  repelled  by  fbrtitucic,  nor 
efcapcd  by  flight  j  neither  awed  by  ^reat- 
nefs,  nor  eluoed  by  obfcurity  5  pliilofo- 
phcrs  have  endeavoured  to  recpncile  i^s 
to  that  condition  which  they  cannot 
teach  us  to  mend,  by  pcrluading  us  that 
moft  of  our  evils  arc  made  afflidtive  only 
by  ignorance  or  pervcrfcnefs,  and  that 
nature  has  annexed  to  cyerv  viciflltudc 
•f  external  circuintianees  iome  advan- 


tage fuflicient  to  overbabnce  all  it^s  la- 
conveniences. 

This  attempt  may  perhaps  be  juftly 
fufpt^Ved  of  rdemblance  to  the  pra6lice 
of  phyficians,  who,  when  th.y  cannqt 
mitigate  pain,  detboy  fenfibility,  and 
endeavour  to  conceal  by  opiates  the  inef-^y 
iicacy  of  their  other  medicines.  The^ 
pan^ryrifts  of  calamity  have  m6rc  fi-e- 
quentiy  gained  applaufe  to  their  wit, 
than  acjuieftence  to  their  arguments  j 
nor  has  it  appeared  that  thtr  moft  mufi- 
caJ  oratory  or  Tubtle  ratiocination  his 
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been  able  long  to  over  power  the  angyifh 
of  oppFcflioiiy  the  tedioulheis  of  languor, 
or  the  longings  of  vtrant. 

Yet  it  may  be  generally  remarked, 

that  where  much  has  been  attempted, 

ibmething  ha«  been  performed  $  though 

^    the  difcovcries  or  acquifitions  of  man  are 

not  always  adeqiiate  to  the  expe^atious 

c^  his  pride,  they  are  at  Jeaft  lufficieot 

to  animate  his  indultry.     The  antidotes 

with  which  philoibphy  has   medicated 

the  cup  of  life,  though  they  cannot  pve 

it  falubrity  and  fweetnefs,  have  at  kaft 

mllayed  it's  bittemefs,  and  contempered 

it's  malignity ;  the  balm  which  (he  drops 

\  vpon  the  wounda  of  the  mind  abates 

^  their  pain,  though  it  cannot  heal  them. 

By  fuffering  willingly  what  we  can- 
not avoid,  we  fecufe  ourfelves  from 
vain  and  immoderate  difquiet  j  we  pre- 
fcnrc  for  better  purpofes  that  (bength 
which  would  be  unprofitably  waited  in 
wild  efforts  of  defperation,  and  main- 
tain that  circumfpeftion  which  may  en- 
able us  to  feize  every  fupport,  and  im- 
prove every  alleviation.  This  calmnefs 
will  be  more  eafily  obtsuned,  as  the  at- 
tention is  more  powerfully  withdrawn 
linom  the  contemplation  of  unmingled 
unabated  evil,  and  diverted  to  thofe  ac-  * 
cidental  benefits  whic)i  prudence  may 
confer  on  every  ftate. 

Seneca  has  attempted  not  only  to 
pacify  us  in  misfortune,  but  almoft  to 
allure  us  to  it,  by  reprefbnting  it  as  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  pfeafures  of  Ac  mind. 

•  He  that  never  was  acquainted  with  ad- 

•  verfity,'  fays  he,  *  has  feen  the  world 
<  but  on  one  fide,  and  is  ignorant  of 
f  half  the  fcenes  of  nature.'  He  invites 
his  pupil  to  calaipity,  as  the  Syrens  al- 
lumi  the  pafTenger  to  their  coads,  by  pro. 
miiin^  that  he  fhall  return  irxliw»  tl^iif, 
with  mcreafe  of  knowledge,  with  en- 
larged views,  and  multipli^  ideas. 

Curiofity  is,  in  gixat  and  eenerous 
fninds,  the  firft  pafl^n  and  thelaft;  and 
perhaps  always  predominates  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ftrength  of  the  contemplative 
dualities.  He  who  eafily  comprehends 
all  that  is  before  him,  and  foon  ex- 
haufts  any  fin^^e  fubjefl,  is  always 
eager  for  new  enquiries  5  and  in  pitspor* 
tion  as  the  intelie^ual  eye  takes  m  a 
wider  profpe^,  it  muft  be  gratified  with 
variety  by  more  rapid  flights,  and  bolder 
e3^f prlions ;  nor  perhaps  can  there  be 
propofed  to  thofe  who  have  been  accuf- 
toraetl  to  the  pleafurcs  of  thoiiglit,  a 
fwre  powerful  incitement  to  any  under- 
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takinsr,  than  the  hope  of  filTrng  thdr 
fancy  witli  new  images,  of  clearing  their 
doubts,  and  (mligfatening  their  reaion. 

When  Jafon,  in  Valerius  Fkociw, 
would  inchne  the  young  Prince  AcafttB 
to  accompany  him  in  the  firft  eflay  of 
navigation,  he  difperics  his  appnicai- 
fions  of  danger  by  reprelentations  cE 
the  new  tmSks  of  earth  and  heaven  whkh 
the  expedition  would  Iprcad  before  thek 
eyes  ;  and  tells  hiin  with  w^at  grief  he 
will  hear,  at  their  return,  of  the  cjua- 
tries  which  they  (hall  have  lien,  and  t\f: 
toils  which  they  have  funnounted* 

O  quantum  tfrra,  cuantum  fogmfiere  eteBp 
Permi/Jiim  eft  !  peiagui  quant9s  aperimus  m 

ufus  ! 
^uncfurjan  grave  rerhofms:feJ  I^tta  recumt 
Cum  rat'ti  et  caram  cum  jam  miht  reddctloko^ 
Sluhfu^w  beu  no/ho  ttH  tunc  audirt  labcrd^ 
S^am  referam  vifas  tua  J>er  fufjpiria  getrn^ 

Led  by  our  (brs,  what  traas  ImmeiUe  wt 

trace! 
From  feas  remote,  what  fands  offcience  raiff! 
A  pain  to  thought!  bvt  when  th'  hetoick  bani 
Returns  applauded  to  their  native  ixivX^ 
A  life  damcftick  you  will  then  deplore. 
And  iigh,  while  I  defcribc  the  various  ihore. 
Edw.  Cavs* 

Acalhis  was  foon  jnievailed  upon  by 
his  curiofity  to  fet  rocks  and  hait!(hip» 
at  deftance,  and  commit  his  life  to  tiic 
winds  J  and  the  fame  motives  have  in  afl 
ages  had  the  fame  c(Fe6l  upon  thole  whom 
the  defire  of  fame  or  wiidom  has  di^- 
tinguifhedfipom  the  lower  orders  of  man- 
kind. 

If  therefore  it  can  be  proved  that  dif- 
treifi  is  necelTai-y  to  the  attainment  of 
knowledge,  and  that  a  happy  fituation 
hides  from  us  fo  large  a  part  of  the  ^eU 
of  meditation,  the  envy  of  man  who  re- 
pine at  the  fight  of  affluence  and  fpleii- 
dor  will  be  much  dimmilhed  j  for  fuch 
is  the  delight  of  mental  fuperiority,  that 
none  on  whom  nature  or  ftudy  have  con- 
ferred it,  would  purchafe  the  gifts  offer- 
tune  by  it's  lofs. 

It  is  certain,  that  however  the  rhe- 
torick  of  Seneca  niay  have  dreffed  ad- 
vcrfity  with  cxtrinfick  ornaments,  he  has 
juflly  reprefented  it  as  aflfbrding  fome 
opportunities  of  obfervation,  which  cap- 
not  be  found  in  continual  fuccefs;  he 
has  truly  afTcrted,  that  to  efcape  misfor- 
tune is  to  want  inftruflion,  and  that  to 
live  at  cafe  is  to  live  in  igiiorance. 

As  no  man  can  enjoi^appinds  with- 
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out  thinking  that  he  enjoys  at»  the  ex- 
perience of  calami^  is  ntcctbrj  to  a 
joft  ienfe  of  better  fortune;  for  the  good 
ef  our  prefent  ftate  is  merely  compara- 
tiTey  and  the  evil  which  every  man  ktU 
will  be  fnfficient  to  diftui^  and  harafs 
liimy  if  he  does  not  know  how  much  he 

/cfcapes.  The  luilre  of  diamonds  is  in- 
vigorated by  the  interpoTition  of  darker 
/  hMn  i  the  lisrhts  of  a  pifhire  are  c|pt- 
r  cd  by  the  (hatks.  The  higheft  pleafure 
which  nature  has  indulged  to  iendtive 
fierceptiony  is  that  of  reit  after  fatigue; 
yet  that  fate  which  hbour  hciditens 
into  delight  is  of  itfelf  only  ealt,  and 
is  incapable  of  fatisfying  the  mind  with- 
<mt  the  Aipcnddition  of  diveHified 
amufements. 

Profpcrity,  as  is  tnily  afTertcd  by 
Seneca»  very  much  obflrufts  the  know- 
ledge of  ourfclves.  No  raan  can  form 
a  juft  eftimate  of  his  own  powers  by 
tma6tive  fpeculation.  That  foititude 
which  has  encountered  no  dangers,  that 
prudence  which  has  fuitnounted  no  dif- 
ficulties, that  integrity  which  has  been 
attacked  by  no  temptations,  can  at  bcft 
be  considered  but  as  gold  not  yet  brought 
to  the  tcft,  of  which  therefore  the  true 
value  cannot  be  adigned.      '  He  that 

*  traverfes  the  lifts  without  an  adverfary, 

*  may  receive,*  fays  the  philofopher, 
•*  the  reward  of  viftory,  but  he  has  no 

«  pretenfions  to  the  honour.'  If  it  be 
the  higheft  happinefs  of  man  to  con- 
template himfeir  with  fatisfaflion,  and 
to  receive  the  gratulations  of  his  own 


confcience,  he  whofe  cooriffe  Eat  made 
wavamidft  the  turbulence  of  oppofition^ 
anci  whofe  vigour  has  broken  through 
the  (hares  of  diftrefs,  ha^  many  advan- 
tages over  thofe  that  have  flept  in  the  7 
fliades  of  indolence,  and  whole  retr»-  [ 
fpe6i  of  time  can  entertain  them  with 
nothing  but  day  riling  upfo  day,  and 
year  gilding  after  year. 

Equally  neccffairy  is  ftrnie  variety  of 
fortune  to  a  nearer  infpedion  of  the 
manners,  principles,  and  affe^ions  of 
mankind.  Princes,  when  they  would 
know  the  opinions  or  grievances  <^  th^ 
fubje6ls,  find  it  ncceriary  to  iteal  away 
from  guards  and  attendants,  and  mingle 
on  equal  terms  among  the  people.  To 
him  who  is  known  to  have  the  power  of 
doing  good  or  harm,  nothing  is  fhov^ 
in  it*s  natural  form.  The  behaviour  of 
all  that  approach  him  is  regulated  by 
his  humour,  their  narratives  are  adapt- 
ed to  his  inclination,  and  their  reaioA- 
ings  determined  by  hitt  opinions ;  what- 
ever can  alarm  fufpicion,  or  'excite  re- 
fentment,  is  carefully  fupprefl^,  and 
nothing  appears  but  uniformity  of  ienti- 
ments  andardoxu*  of  aflle6tion.  It  waatjr 
be  obferved  that  the  unvaried  comvlai- 
fance  which  ladies  have  the  right  of  eit- 
a^ng,  keeps  them  generally  unikilM 
in  human  natinre ;  prof})erity  will  always 
enjoy  the  female  prerogatives,  and  there- 
fore mud  be  always  iii  dangei:  of  ^male 
ignorance.  Truth  is  fcarcely  to  be 
heard,  but  by  thofe  from  whom  it  cast 
ferve  no  intereft  to  conceal  it. 


N2  CL^I.  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  a;,  1751, 


fr«y  ^ffif  afAftXaidm 
*Oti  fvtf  xai  if  TiXiu- 


Find. 


BUT  WRAPT  IN   SBROR  IS  THE  HUMAN   MIND, 

AND  HUMAN  BLISS  18  BVBt  INSKCURI  I 
KNOW  WE  ^^'H AT  FORTUNE  YET  REMAINS  BEHIND  ? 

a^ow  WE  HOW  long  the  present  shall  endure  f 


Ttt  E  writers  of  medicine  and  phyfi- 
olo^y  have  traced,  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  accuracy,  the  tfFc6ls  of  time 
upon  the  human  body,  by  marking  the 
various  periods  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  fevcrai  ilagc^  by  w^ich  anknal  life 


West. 

makes  it's  progrefs  from  infancy  to  de- 
crepitude. Though  their  obfervations 
have  not  enabled  them  to  difcover  how 
manhood  may  be  accelerated,  or  old  age 
retaixled,  yet  furely,  if  they  be  confider- 
ed  only  as  the  amuftnujats  of  curioftty, 

they 
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rtiey  arc  of  eqtial  importance  with  con- 
jbfturcs  on  thmg;8  more  remote,  with 
catalogues  of  the  fixed  ftars,  and  calcu- 
lations of  the  bulk  of  planets. 

It  had  been  a  taflc  worthy,  of  the 
moral  phtt&fophers  to  have  confidercd 
with  equal  care  the  dimaftcricks  of  the 
mind  j  to  have  j)ointed  out  the  time  at 
which  every  pamon  begins  and  ceafes  to 
predominate,  and  noted  the  regular  vari- 
ations of  deHre,  and  the  fucc^on  of  one 
appetite  to  another. 

The  periods  of  mental  change  are  not 

Lbe  (rated  with  eaual  certainty :  our 
lies  grow  up  under  the  care  of  na- 
ture, and  depend  fo  little  on  our  own 
ilhanagemcnt,  that  fomething  more  than 
negligence  is  neceflary  to  difcompofe 
fheir  ftrufture,  or  impede  their  vigour. 
But  our  minds  are  committed  in  a  great 
Aieafure  iirft  to  the  direftion  of  others, 
and  afterwards  of  ourfelves.  It  would 
ht  difficult  to  protra£l  the  weaknefs  of 
infancy  beyond  the  ufual  time,  lua  the 
mind  may  be  very  eafily  hinderecHFrom 
it*s  fliaiie  of  improvement,  and  the  bulk 
and  ftrength  of  manhood  muft,  without 
fhe  aiEdanc^  of  education  and  inftruc- 
Cion,  be  informed  only  with  the  under- 
ftanding  of  a  child. 

.  Yet  aroidft  all  the  diforder  and  in- 
^uality  which  variety  of  dilcipline,  ex- 
iunple,  converfation.  and  employment, 
jftroduce  in  the  intellectual  advances  of 
different  men,  there  is  ftill  difcovercd  by 
a  vigilant  fpc^ator,  fuch  a  general  and 
remote  fimilitude,  as  may  be  expeC^ed 
In  the  fame  common  nature  afFerfed  by 
^xtcmal  circumftances  indefinitely  va- 
ried. We  all  enter  the  world  in  equal 
ignorance,  gate  round  about  us  on  the 
lime  objeCls,  and  have  our  firft  pains 
and  pleafures,  our  firft  hopes  and  tears, 
<>ur  hrft  aversions  and  delires,  jfrom  the 
lame  caufes ;  and  though,  as  we  jSro- 
cecd  farther,  life  opens  wider  profpefts 
to  our  view,  and  accidental  impulfcs 
determine  us  to  different  paths  ;  yet  as 
^ery  mind,  however  vigorous  or  ab- 
ftra^ed,  is  neceflitated,  m  it's  prefertt 
ftate  of  union,  to  receive  it's  informa- 
tions, and  execute  it's  purpofcs,  by  the 
Intervention  of  the  body,  the  uniformity 
of  our  corporeal  nature  communicates 
itfelf  to  our  intelleflual  operations ;  and 
thoie  Whofe  abilities  or  knowledge  in- 
cline them  mofl  to  deviate  from  tlie 
general  round  of  life,  are  recalled  fixmi 
excentricity  by  the  laws  of  theif  exift- 
coce* 


If  we  confidcr  tic  cxercifes  of  the 
mind,  it  will  be  found  that  in  each  pait 
of  litie  fome  particular  Acuity  is  more 
cminentlv  employed.  When  the  trea^  ^ 
Aires  of  knowledge  are  firit  opened  be* 
fore  us  )  while  novelty  blooms  alike  on  ^ 
cither  hand,  and  every  thing  equally 
unknown  and  unexamined  ieems  of 
equal  value,  the  power  of  the  foul  it 
principally  exertea  in  a  vivacious  and 
defultory  curiofity.  She .  applies  by 
turns  to  every  objcft,  enjoys  it  lor  a 
Ihort  time,  and  flies  with  equal  ardour 
to  another.  She  delights  to  catch  up 
loofe  and  unconnected  ideas,  but  fburts 
away  from  fyftems  and  complications 
which  would  obflnift  the  rapidity  of  her 
tranfitions,  and  detain  her  long  in  th« 
fame  purfuit. 

When  a  number  of  diftinCt  imacct 
arc  collected  by  thefe  erratick  and  hsSy 
furveys,  the  fancy  is  bufied  in  arrang- 
ing them;  and  combines  them  into  pieaf- 
ing pictures  with  more.refemblance  to 
the  realities  of  life  as  experience  ad- 
vances, and  new  obfervations  reftify 
the  former.  While  the  judgment  ii 
yet  uninformed,  and  unable  to  compare 
the  draughts  of  fiCtion  with  their  ori- 
ginals, we  arc  delighted  with  impro- 
bable adventurer,  impracticable  virtues^ 
and  inunitablc  characters :  but  in  pro- 
portion as  we  have  more  opportumties 
of  acquainting  ourfelves  with  living  na- 
ture, we  are  fooner  difgufted  with  co- 
pies in  which  there  appears  no  I'efem- 
blance.  We  firft  difcaixl  abfurdity  and 
impoffibility,  then  exaCt  greater  and 
greater  degrees  of  probability,  but  at  laft 
become  cold  and  infenfible  to  the  charms 
of  falfehcod,  however  fpeciout,  and  from 
the  imitations  of  truth,  which  are  never 
perfect,  transfer  our  affedion  to  truth 
Itfelf. 

Now  commences  the  reign  of  judg- 
ment or  reafon  j  we  begin  to  find  litUe 
pleafure  but  in  comparing  arguments* 
itating  propofitions,  difentangUng  per- 
plexities, clearing  ambiguities,  and  de- 
ducing confequences.  The  painted 
Vales  of  imagination  are  deferted,  and. 
our  intelleCtuS  aCtivity  is  exercifcd  ia 
winding  through  the  labyrinths  of  hl» 
lacy,  and  toiling  with  firm  and  cautious 
fteps  up  the  narrow  tracks  of  demon* 
ftration .  Whatcv  er  may  lull  vigilance* 
or  miflead  attention,  is  contemptuoufly 
rejected,  and  eveiy  difguife  in  which 
error  may  be  concealed  is  carefiilly  ob- 
ferved,  till  by  dcgrecs-a  certain  number 
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of  incontcftablc  or  unftifpcftcd  propo- 
fitions  aie  cftal^Iiihe^,  and  at  lalt  con- 
catenated into  argumcnis,  or  compacted 
into  fyHcins. 

At  length  wearincfs  fuccceds  to  la- 
booTy  and  the  mind  lies  at  cafe  In  the 
laMitemplation  ot*  her  ovvn  attainments, 
without  any  defire  of  new  conqucfts  or 
cxcuilxont.  This  is  the  age  of  recol- 
fcflion  and  narrative  ;  the  opinions  are 
fettled,  and  the  avenues  ot  apprcben- 
jlon  ffiut  againft  any  new  intelligence  ; 
the  days  that  arc  to  follow  mu ft  pafs  In 
tile  inculcation  of  precepts  already  col- 
kftw'd,  and  afTertion  of  tenets  already  re- 
ceived^ nothing  Is  henceforward  fo  odious 
asoppofition,  io  infblent  as  doubt^  or  fo 
dangerous  as  novelty. 

In  like  manner  the  palHons  ufurp  the 
leparate  commatkl  of  the  fucceillve  pe- 
riods of  life.  To  the  happincfs  of  our 
firft)  yjt:s  nothing  more  fcems  ncceffaiy 
than  freedom  6  om  reftraint  >  every  man 
may  remember  that  if  he  was  left  to 
himfelf,  and  imiulged  In  the  difpofal 
«f  his  own  time,  he  was  once  content 
without  the  fuperaddltbn  of  any  a£hial 
ple.^fure.  Thie  new  world  is  itlclf  a 
banquet  i  and  till  we  have  exhaufted  the 
firellinefs  of  life,  we  hare  always  about 
us  fuiUcient  gi'atifications  i  the  fun>- 
(hine  quickens  us  to  play,  and  the  (hade 
iaviCes  us  to  ileep* 

But  we  foon  become  unfatisfied  with* 
negative  felicity,  and  arc  folicited  by  our 
fenfes  and  appetites  to  more  powerful 
delights,  as  tlie  tafte  of  him  who  has 
(Atiified  his  h«n9;er  muft  be  excited  by 
^tificial  ftimulations.  I'hc  fimplicity 
of  natural  amufement  is  now  pa  A,  and 
•it  and  contrivance  muft  improve  our 
pleafui^  i  but  In  time,  art,  like  nature, 
B  cxhaulted,  and  the  fenfes  can  no 
longer  fupply  tlie  cravings  of  the  Intel- 

lea. 

•     The  attention  is  then  (ransferred  from 

plt-aAire  to  intereft,  in  which  pleafure  is 

perhaps  included»  though  diffufed  to  a 

wider  extent,    and  protraflcd  through 

yiicw  gradations.     Nothing  now  dances 

r  Vfore  the  eyes  but  wealth  and  power. 


nor  rings  in  the  ear  but  tbt  voice  of -7 
fame }  wealth,  to  which,  however  vari« 
oully  denominated,  every  man  at  fomc 
time  or  other  afpii^^  power,  which  all 
wiih  to  obtain  within  toelr  circle  of  acw 
tion  J  and  fame,  which  no  man,  however 
high  or  mean,  however  wife  or  ignorant^ 
was  yet  able  to  defplie.  Now  prudence 
and  fbreHght  exert  their  Influence :  no 
hour  is  devoted  wholly  to  any  prefcnt 
enjoyment,  no  a^  or  purpoJe  tenm* 
nates  in  itfelf,  but  every  motion  it 
referred  to  fome  diftant  end ;  theaccom- 
plifhment  of  one  defigrn  begins  anothez^ 
and  the  ultimate  wifti  is  always  poihod 
off  to  it^s  former  diftance. 

At  length  fame  is  obferved  to  be  un* 
certain,  and  power  to   be  dangerous  j    . 
the  man  whofe  vigour  and  alacrity  bc^^^ 

fin  to  forfake  him,  by  degrees  contract 
Is  deligns,  remits  his  former  multipli« 
city  of  pui-fuits,  and  extends  no  longer 
his  regard  to  any  other  honour  than  the 
reputation  of  wealth,  or  any  other  influ- 
ence Aan  his  power.  Avarice  is  generally 
the  laft  paflion  of  thofe  lives  of  which 
the  flrft  part  has  been  fquandered  in 
pleafure,  and  the  fecond  devoted  to  am- 
bition. He  that  (inks  under  the  f^tigue^ 
ofgetting  wealth,  lulls  his  age  with  the 
milder  bufmefs  of  faving  it. 

1  have  in  this  view  of  life  coniidered 
men  as  a^uated  only  by  natural  defires^ 
and  yielding  to  their  own  Incllnatiousy 
without  regard  to  fuperlor  principles  by 
which  the  force  of  external  agents  may 
be  counteraiSVed,  and  the  temporary  pre^ 
valence  of  pafllons  reftrained.  Nature 
will  indeed  always  operate,  human  de^ 
fires  will  be  always  ranging  5  but  thdf 
motions,  though  very  powerful,  arc  not 
refiillefs;  nature  may  be  regulated,  and 
de fires  governed  ;  and  to  contend  with 
the  predominance  of  fucceflive  paflions» 
to  be  endangered  flrft  by  one  affeftion, 
and  then  by  another,  is  the  condition  up- 
on which  we  are  to  pafs  our  time,  the 
time  of  our  preparation  for  that  ftate 
which  ihall  put  an  end  to  experiment,  to 
difappoiotment,  and  to  change. 
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NoCLll.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  31,1751, 

TRISTIA   UM%rvU 
VVLTtfM  YIRBA  DZCZNTy   IKATtfM  »ttMA  MlKAtUII* 

H0R» 

I»1IA6TR008  WORDS  CAN  BtST  DltASTli  tHOW  { 
IN  AMCRY  PHRASX  THX  ANCRT   FAStlOMS  GLOW* 


•  TT  was  the  wifdom/  fays  Setteca, 
J.  *  of  ancient  times,  to  confidtr  what 

*  is  moft  uicful  as  moft  illuftrioas/  If 
this  rule  be  applied  to  works  of  seniuSy 
(carcely  any  fpecies  of  compofition  d«« 
ierves  more  to  be  cultivated  than  the 
Epiliobry  ftyle,  fince  none  is  of  more 
Yaripus  or  frequent  ule,  through  the 
whoie  fubordination  of  human  lire. 

It  has  yet  happened  that,  among  the 
aumennis  writers  which  our  nation  has 
produced,  equal  perhaps  always  in  force 
and  geniusy  and  of  late  in  elegance  and 
accuracy,  to  thoie  of  any  other  country, 
▼ery  few  have  endeavoured  to  diftingui(h 
themfelves  by  the  publication  of  letters,, 
except  fjich  as  were  written  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  publick  trufts,  and  during 
the  tranfa^ion  of  great  aiiairs ;  which, 
though  they  afford  precedents  to  the  mi* 
niiter,  and  memorials  to  the  hiftorian^ 
are  of  no  ufe  as  examples  of  the  familiar 
ftyle,  or  models  of  private  correfpond- 
cnce. 

If  it  be  enquired  by  foreigners,  how 
this  deficiency  has  happened  in  the  li- 
terature of  a  country,  where  all  indul^ 
themfelves  with  fo  little  danger  in  fpeak- 
ing  and  virriting,  may  we  not  without 
either  bigotry  or  arrogance  inform  them , 
that  it  muft  be  imputed  to  our  contempt 
af  trifles,  and  our  due  fcnfe  of  the  dig- 
nity of  the  publick  ?  We  do  not  think 
k  reafonable  to  fill  the  world  with  vo- 
lumes from  which  nothing  can  be  leam- 
mi,  nor  expe6^  that  the  employments  of 
the  bufy,  or  the  amuiements  of  the  gay, 
flionld  give  way  to  narratives  of  our 
private  affairs,  complaints  of  abfence, 
exprefilons  of  fbndneis,  or  declarations 
of  fidelity* 

A  flight  perufal  of  the  innumerable 
letters  by  which  the  wits  of  France  have 
fisnalizcd  their  names,  will  prove  that 
oUier  nations  need  not  be  difcouraged 
£rQm  the  like  attempts  by  the  confciouf- 
«eis  of  inability  ^  for  furely  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  aggravate  triflin^r  misfor- 
toaetf  to  ma^Bify  familiar  meidents, 
repeat  adulatory  profefllonsi  ac^upnilate 


Elfbinston* 
(ervile  hypcrbolesy  and  produce  all  that 
can  be  found  in  the  defpicable  remains 
of  Voiture  and  Scarron* 

Yet  as.  much  of  life  muA  be  pafTed 
in  affairs  confiderable  only  by  theinfre* 
quent  occurrence,  and  much  of  the 
pleafure  which  our  condition  allows  muft 
oe  produced  by  giving  elegance  ta 
triflesy  it  is  neceflary  to  learn  how  to 
become  little  without  becoming  mean, 
to  maintain  the.neceffary  intercourfe  of 
civility,  and  fill  up  the  vacuities  of  ac- 
tions by  agreeable  appearances.  It  had 
therefore  been  of  advantage,  if  fuch  of 
our  writers  as  have  exceUed  in  the  art 
of  decorating  infignificance,  had  fuppli- 
ed  us  with  a  few  uUies  of  innocent  gai- 
ety,  effiifions  of  honefl  tendernefs,  or  ex- 
clamations of  unimportant  hurry. 

Precept  has  generally  been  pofbrior 
to  perfonnance*  The  art  of  compof* 
iog  woiics  of  genius  has  never  beea 
taueht  but  by  the  example  of  thofe  who 
performed  it  by  natural  vigour  of  ima- 
gination, and  reflitude  of  I'udgment, 
As  we  have  few  letters,  we  have  like- 
wife  few  criticifms  upon  the  epiHolarv 
fhrle.  The  obfervations  with  which 
Walih  has. introduced  his  pages  of  ina- 
nity, are  fuch  as  give  him  equal  claim  to 
the  rank  afligned  him  by  Dryden  among 
the  criticks.     *  Letters,'  fays  he,  «  are 

*  intended  as  refemblances  of  converfa- 

*  tion,    and   the   chief  excellencies  of 

*  converlation   are   good-humour  and 

*  good-bi^ceding.'  This  remark, equal- 
ly valuable  for  it's  novelty  and  propri- 
ety, he  dilates  and  enforces  with  an  ap-* 
pearance  of  camplete  acquiefcence  in  his 
own  difcovery. 

No  man  was  ever  in  doubt  about  the 
moral  qualities  of  a  letter.  It  has  been 
always  known  that  he  who  endeavours 
to  pleafe  muft  appear  pleafed,  and  he 
who  would  not  provoke  rudenefs  muft 
not pra£Hfe  it.  But  the  quefiion  among 
thofe  who  eftabUfh  rules  for  an  epiflolary 
performance  is  how  gaiety  or  civility 
may  be  properly  exprefTedj  as  among 
the  criticks  m  hi^ry  it  Js  not  conteilci 
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^vliether  truth  otirfit  to  be  prefcnredy  but 
by  wbat  4Bode  cff.di&ioii  it  ts  beft  a* 

As  letters  are  written  on  all  fubjetts, 
in  all  ftates  of  mind,  they  cannot  be 
ttioperly  reduced  to  fettled  rules,  or  de- 
feribedbyanyfinelecharafteriftickj  and 
we  may  (afely  difentangle  our  mindi 
from  critical  embarraflmcntJb  by  deter- 
qiining  that  a  letter  has  no  peculiarity 
but  it's  form,  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 
rehMi  admiifion,  which  wouM  be  pro- 
per in  any  other  method  of  treadng  the 
fonefuhjcft.  The  qualities  of  the  epif- 
tolary  ftyle  raoft  frequently  required  are 
cafe  and  finwlicity,  and  even  flow  of 
Unlaboured  maion,  and  an  artkfs  ar- 
fangement  of  obrious  fentimeiits.  But 
IbeS  direftions  are  no  fooner  applied  to 
life,  than  their  fcantinefs  and  imper- 
fbaion  become  evident.  Letters  are 
written  to  the  great  and  to  the  mean,  to 
the  learned  and  the  ignorant,  at  reft 
«id  in  diftrcfs,  in  fport  and  in  paffion. 
Nothing  can  be  more  improper  than  ea(e 
and  laxity  of  expreffion,  v^n  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjeft  impreffes  foli- 
dtude,  or  the  dignity  of  the  pcrfon  ex- 
«6b  reverence. 

That  letters  (hould  be  wntten  with 
Ihift  conformity  to  nature  is  true,  bo* 
caufe  nothing  but  conformity  to  nature 
can  make  any  compofition  beautifol  or 
jiift.  But  it  is  natural  to  depart  from  fe- 
jtiilority  cf  language  upcn  occafions  not 
familiar.  Whatever  elevates  the  (enti- 
/nents  will  confccpently  raife  the  cxprcf- 
£on ;  whatever  fills  us  with  hope  or  ter- 
ror, ^1  produce  Ibme  perturbation  of 
images,  and  fome  figurative  diftortwns 
ofphraft.  Wherever  we  are  ftudious  to 
pleafe,  we  are  afrjdd  pf  trufting  our  firft 
Sioughts,  and  endeavour  to  recommend 
our  opinion  by  ftudicd  ornaments,  ac- 
curacy of  method,  and  elegance  of  fbrle. 
If  the  perfonages  of  the  comick  fccne 
be  allowed  by  Hbrace  to  raife  their  Ian- 
ffuage  in  the  tranfports  of  anger  to  the 
nirmd  vehemence  of  tragedy,  the  epif- 
tolary  writer  may  likewife  without  ccn- 
fure  comply  with  the  varieties  of  his 
jnatter.  If  great  events  are  to  be  relat- 
dd,  he  may,  with  all  the  f<^emnity  of 
ii  hiftorian,  deduce  them  from  their 
caufes,  connea  them  with  their  conco- 
mitants, and  trace  them  to  theu-  confe- 
'  quenccs.  If  a  dieted  pofition  is  to 
be  eftabliftied,  or  a  remote  principle  to 
be  invcftigated,  he  may  detaU  his  rea- 
fbtixngi  wth  all  ^e  nicety  of  fyllogif- 


tick  method.  If  a  menace  Is  to  be 
averted,  or  a  benefit  implored,  he  may* 
without  any  violation  of  the  edi6b  of 
criticifm,  caHl  every  nower  of  rhetorick 
to  his  affiftance,  and  try  every  inkt  at 
which  bve  or  pity  enters  the  heart. 

Letters  that  have  no  other  end  than 
the  ehtertaiment  of  the  correfpondents 
are  more  properly  regulated  by  critical 
precepts,  becaufe  the  matter  »ul  ftylc 
are  equally  ari>itrary,  and  rules  ars 
more  ncceuary,  as  there  is  a  larrer 
power  of  choice.  In  letters  of  this 
k'md,  (bme  conceive  art  gracefol,  and 
others  think  negligence  amiable  $  fome 
modd  than  by  the  fonnet,  and  will  aU 
low  them  no  means  of  delighting  but 
the  foft  lapfe  of  calm  mellifluence)  others 
adjuft  them  by  the  epigram,  and  escpeft 
pointed  fentences  and  foreible  periods. 
The  one  party  c«n(iders  exemption  from 
faults  as  the  heighth  of  excellence,  the 
other  looks  upon  negleft  of  excellence 
as  the  moft  di&ufting  fault)  one  avoids 
cenfure,  the  other  afpires  to  praife }  one 
is  always  in  danger  of  innpidity,  the 
other  continually  on  the  brink  of  affec« 
taHon. 

When  the  fubjeft  has  no'intrinfick 
dignity,  it  muft  neceflarily  owe  it^s  at- 
tractions to  artificial  erobelliihnientSj 
and  may  catch  at  all  advantages  which 
^  art  of  writing  can  fupply.  Hethat» 
like  Pliny,  (ends  his  friend  a  portion 
for  his  diRighter,  will,  without  rliny^a 
eloquence  S[  addrefs,  find  means  of  ex* 
citing  gratitude,  and  fecuring  accept- 
ance I  but  he  that  has  no  preient  to  make 
but  a  gariand,  a  ribbon,  or  fbme  pe^ 
curiofit^,  muft  endeavour  to  recooEOiend 
it  by  his  manner  of  giving  it. 

The  purpofe  for  whidi  letters  are 
written  when  no  intelligence  is  comifu- 
nicated,  or  bufinefs  tranfafted,  it  t;^ 
preierve  in  the  minds  of  the  abfent  d-« 
ther  love  or  efteem ;  to  excite  love  we 
muft  impart  pleafure,  and  to  raife  tftetja 
we  muft    diicover   abilities.    Pleafere 
will  generally  be  given,  as  abilitiei  ire 
diiplayed  by  fcenes  of  imagery,  poiote 
of  conceit,  unexpe^ed  fallies,  and  art«> 
fol  compliments.  Trifles  always  rtquixe 
exuberance  of  ornament  $   the  buildingV 
which  has  no  ftrei^^  can  be  valued  \ 
only  for  the  grace  of  if  s  dec0ratibna«    { 
The  pdible  muft  be  polifiied  with  d»e,  J 
which  hopes  to  be  valued  as  a  dienioikl|/ 
and  worcls  ought  furely  to  be  labourtd|^ 
when  they  are  latencbd  to  find  for 
things* 
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PAaiNATOi*  Jut* 

THS  riCKLS  CROWD  WIT!  FORTUNB  COlltl  AMD  60Bf  { 
WEALTH  iTXLX.  PIMD9  POLI.OWBRI,  AND  MISPORTVNX  POXt. 


TO  THB  RAIIBLBR. 

npH E RE  arc occafiont  on  which  all 
X  apology  is  rudenefs.  He  that  has 
an  unwelcome  mefl*age  to  deliver^  may 
give  ibme  proof  of  tendernefs  and  deli- 
cacy,  by  a  ceremonial  incrodu6lion  and 
gradual  difcoveryy  becaufe  the  mind 
^pon  which  the  weight  of  forrow  is  to 
fiuly  gains  time  for  the  coUe^lion  of 
it's  powers;  but  nothing  is  more d>funi 
than  to  delay  the  communication  of  plea- 
fure,  to  torment  curlofity  by  impatience, 
and  to  delude  hope  by  anticipation. 

I  /hall  therefore  forbear  the  arts  by 
which  correTpondents  generally  fecure 
admilfion,  for  I  have  too  long  remarked 
die  power  of  vanity,  to  doubt  that  I  fhall 
be  read  bv  you  with  a  difpolition  to  ap- 
prove, when  I  declsu-e  that  my  narra- 
tive has  no  other  tendency  than  to  illuf- 
trate  and  corroborate  your  own  obierva- 
tions. 

I  was  the  fecond  fon  of  a  gentleman, 
whoie  patrimony  had  been  waited  by  a 
long  fucceffion  of  fquanderers,  till  he 
was  unable  to  fupport  any  of  his  chil- 
Anen,  except  his  heir,  in  the  hereditary 
dtsnaity  ot  idfcnefs.  Being  therefore 
obuged  to  employ  that  part  of  life  in 
ftudy  which  my  progenitors  had  devoted 
to  the  hawk  and  hound,  I  was  in  my 
eighteenth  year  difpatched  to  the  uni- 
▼«;{ity>  without  anv  rural  honours.  I 
hacTncvep  killed  a  Itngle  woodcock,  nor 
partaken  one  triumph  over  a  conquered 

At  the  univerfity  I  continued  to  en- 
large my  acquifitions  with  little  envy  of 
the  noify  happincfs  which  my  elder  oro- 
ther  hacl  the  fortune  to  enjoy,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  my  iegree,  retired  to 
ccmfider  at  leiAirc  to  what  profefHon  I 
fliouki  confine  that  application  which 
had  hitherto  been  diflipated  in  general 
knowledge.  To  deliberate  upon  a  choice 
which  .culloin  &nd  honour  foirbid  to  be 
retraced,  is  certainly  reafonable,  yet 
to  let  loofe  the  attention  equally  to  the 
advantages  and  inconveniences  of  every 
fnipk)yment  is  not  without  d^gCT)  new 


sqim  i 


motives  are  every  moment  operatinj 
every  fide;  and  mechanicks  have 
^o  difcovered,  that  contrariety  of  eqi 
attraflions  is  equivalent  to  reft. 

While  I  was  thus  trifling  in  unccr« 
tainty,  an  old  adventum*,  woo  had  been 
once  the  intimate  friend  of  my  father* 
arrived  fiiom  the  Indies  with  a  lam 
fortune;  which  he  had  fb  much  haraflel 
himfelf  in  obtaining,  that  ficknefs  and 
infirmity  left  him  no  other  defirc  than  to 
die  in  his  native  country.  His  wealth 
eafiiy  procured  him  an  invitation  to  paft 
his  life  with  us ;  and  being  incapable  of 
toy  amufement  but  conver&tieo,  ht 
neceiTarily  became  familiarized  to  me^ 
whom  he  found  ftudious  and  domefticb* 
Pleafed  with  an  opportunity  of  impart* 
ing  my  knowledgjc,  and  eager  of  any  in* 
telHgence  that  might  increafe  it,  I  de* 
lighted  his  curiolity  with  hiflorical  nar* 
ratives  and  explications  of  nature,  and 
gratifi^  his  vanity  by  enquiries  after 
the  produ£ls  of  diHant  countries,  and 
the  cufloms  of  their  inhabitants. 

My  brother  faw  how  much  I  advan- 
ced in  the  favour  of  our  gueft,  who  be* 
ing  without  heirs,  was  naturally  eocpeft* 
ed  to  enrich  the  family  of  his  friend* 
but  neither  attempted  to  alienate  me,  nor 
to  ingratiate  himfelf.  He  was  tndeed 
little  qualified  to  folicit  the  aflfe6Uon  of 
a  traveller,  for  the  remiflTnefs  of  his  edu- 
cation had  left  him  without  any  rule  of 
a^ion  but  his  prefent  humour.  He 
often  forfook  the  old  gentleman  in  the 
midft  of  an  adventure^  becaufe  the  horn 
founded  in  the  court-yard,  and  would 
have  loft  an  opportunity,  not  only  of 
knowing  the  htftorv,  but  fharing  the 
,  wealth  of  the  Mogul,  for  the  trial  of  a 
new  pointer,  or  the  fight  of  a  horfe-race. 

It  was  therefore  not  long  before  our 
new  friend  declared  his  intention  of  be* 
queathing  to  me  the  profits  of  his  com* 
merce,  as  the  only  man  in  the  family 
by  whom  he  could  expeft  them  to  be 

nUionaUy   enjoyed.     This   diftinftion 
drew  upon  me  the  envy  not  only  of  my 
bipther  but  my  father. 
As  no  o^n  is  willing  to  believe  that 
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be  fuflFen  by  hts  own  fault,  thty  imput- 
ed tbe  premnce  which  I  had  obtained 
to  adulatory  perfonnances,  or  malignant 
calumnies.  To  no  pyrpofe  did  I  call 
upon  my  patron  to  atteft  my  innocence, 
for  who  will  believe  what  he  wifhes  to 
be  h\Ce  ?  In  the  heat  of  di(appointmcnt 
they  forced  their  inmate  by  repeated  in- 
fults  to  depart  from  the  home,  and  I 
was  £bon,  bv  the  fame  treatment,  obliged 
to  follow  him. 

He  choie  his  refidence  in  the  confines 
of  London,  where  reft,  tranquillity,  and 
medicine,  reftored  him  to  part  of  the 
health  which  he  had  loft.  I  pleafed  my- 
i^lf  with  perceiving  that  I  was  not  likely 
to  obtain  an  immediate  pofleffion  of 
wealth  which  no  labour  of  mine  had 
contributed  to  acquire ;  and  that  he,  who 
bad  thus  difting^iihtd  me,  might  hope 
to  end  his  life  without  a  total  fruftratbn 
of  thofe  blcilings  which,  whatever  be 
their  real  value,  he  had  fought  with  fo 
much  diligence,  and  purchaj'ed  with  fe 
manv  viciflitudes  of  danger  and  fatigue* 
.  iu  indeed  left  me  no  reafon  to  repme 
at  his  recovery,  for  he  was  willing  to 
accuftom  me  early  to  the  ufe  of  money, 
and  fet  apart  for  my  expences  fuch  a 
revenue  as  I  had  fcarcely  dared  to  imajg;e. 
J  can  yet  congratulate  myfelf  that  for- 
v^  tune  has  feenner  golden  cud  once  tafted 
(  without  inebriation.  Neither  my  mo- 
defty  nor  prudence  were  overwhelmed 
by  affluence  $  my  elevation  was  without 
infolence,  and  my  ex  pence  without  pro- 
fuiipn.  Employinj^  the  influente  which 
money  always  conicrs  to  the  improve- 
ment of  my  undei-ftandin?,  I  mingled 
in  parties  of  gaiety,  and  m  conferences 
of  learning,  appeal^  in  every  place 
where  inftni6iion  was  to  be  found,  and 
imagined  that  by  raneing  through  all 
the  diverfities  of  life,  i  h^  acquainted 
myfelf  fiilly  with  human  nature,  and 
learned  all  that  was  to  be  known  of  the 
WHys  of  men. 

It  happened,  however,   that  I  (boo 
difcovered  how  much  was  wanted  to  the 
'  completion  of  my  knowledge,  and  found 
tliat,  according  to  Seneca's  remark,  I 
/had  hitherto  &n  the  world  but  on  one 
'  fide.     My  patron's  confidence  in  his  in-r 
creafr  of  ftrength  tempted  him  to  care- 
leflhefs  and  irregularity;  he  caught  a 
fever,  by  riding  in  the  fain,  of  which  he 
died  delirious  on  the  third  day.  ^  I  bu- 
ried him  without  any  of  the  heir^s  of- 
fered grief  or  fecret  exultation }   then 
jpfCf^xw^  to  take  ^  legal  poOeflion  of  hit 


fortune,  opened  hb  clofet,  where  I  found 
a  will,  made  at  his  iirlt  arrival,  bv  which 
my  Esther  was  aimointeduhe  chief  in- 
heritor, and  nothing  Vas  left  m€'  but 
a  legacy  fufficient  to  fupport  me  in  the 
proiecution  of  my  ftudies. 

I  had  not  yet  found  fuch  charms  in 
pro(i)crity  as  to  continue  it  by  any  a£ta 
of  forgery  or  injuftice,  and  made  hafte 
to  inform  my  fath^  of  the  riches  which 
had  been  given  him,  not  by  tbe  prefe- 
rence of  kindnefs,  but  by  the  delays  cl^ 
indolence,  and  cowardice  of  age.  The 
hungry  family  flew  like  vultures  on  their 
prey,  aud  foon  made  my  difappointment 
publick  by  the  tumult  of  their  claims, 
and  the  fplendor  of  their  forrow. 

It  was  now  mv  part  to  confider  how  I 
fhould  repair  the  difappointment.  I 
oould  not  but  triumph  in  my  long  lift 
of  friends,  which  comprized  ahnoft 
every  name  that  power  or  knowledge 
intitled  to  eminence,  and  in  the  profpe^t 
of  the  innugierable  roads  to  honour  9fid 
preferment,  which  I  had  laid  open  ta 
myftlf  by  the  wife  ufe  of  temporary 
riches.  I  belie^'ed  nothing  necclTary  but 
that  I  fhould  contihue  that  acquaintance 
to  which  I  had  been  fo  readily  admitted, 
and  which  had  hitherto  been  cultivated 
on  both  fides  with  equal  ardour. 

Full  of  thefeexpeaations,  I  one  morn- 
ing ordered  a  chair,  with  an  intention  to 
make  my  ufual  circle  of  momiuj^  viiits. 
Where  I  firft  ftopped  I  few  tworootmea 
lolling  at  the  door,  who  told  me,  with- 
out any  change  of  potture,  or  coIle^Uoa 
of  countenance,  that  their  maftcr  was  at 
homG}  and  fuffercd  me  to  open  the  inner 
door  without  ailiftance.  I  found  my 
friend  ftanding,  and  as  I  was  tattling 
with  my  former  freedom,  was  formally 
intreated  to  fit  down ;  but  did  not  flay 
to  be  faivoured  with  any  farthci*  conde- 
fcenfions. 

My  next  experiment  was  made  at  the 
levee  of  a  fbitefinan,  who  received  me 
with  an  embrace  of  tenderndb,  that  he 
might  with  more  decency  publifh  my 
change  of  fortune  to  the  fycophanKt 
about  him.  After  he  had  enjoyed  the 
triumph  of  condolence,  he  turned  to  a 
wealthy  ftockjobbtjr,  and  left  me  expof. 
ed  to  the  fcorn  of  thofe  who  had  lately 
courted  my  notice,  and  folicited  my 
intereft. 

I  was  then  fet  down  ;it  tht  door  of 
another,  who  upon  my  entrance  advifed 
me  with  gr^t  folemnity  to  think  of  fomc 
fettled  prpYifon  for  life,  Ikftlum,an4 
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iMrried  iwiy  to  an  old  friend,  who  fjro^ 
fefled  himfeif  UDiuTceptible  of  any  im« 
pitdlkwM  firom  profpehty  or  mitfortune, 
ud  begged  that  he  might  fee  roe  when 
he  was  more  at  lelfure. 

At  fixty-fcren  doors  at  which  I 
knocked  in  the  firft  week  after  my  ap- 
pearance in  a  mourning  drefs,  I  was  de- 
•ied  admiflion  at  forty-fix ;  was  fuffered 
at  fourteen  to  wait  in  the  ovter  room  till 
,  buiineft  was  difpatched;  at  four  was 
entertained  with  a  few  queftions  about 
the  weather  $  at  one  heard  the  footman 
sated  for  bringing  my  name ;  and  at  two 
was  informed  in  the  now  of  cafual  con- 
verlation,  how  much  a  man  of  rank  de- 
grades himfeif  by  mean  company. 

My  curiofity  now  led  me  to  try  what 
reception  I  (hould  find  among  the  la- 
dies i  but  I  found  that  my  patron  had 
carried  all  my  powers  of  pleafing  to  the 
grave.  I  had  tormcrlv  been  celebrated 
as  a  wit^  and  not  perceiving  any  languor 
in  my  imagination,  I  eflayed  to  revive 
that  gaiety  which  had  hitheito  broken 
put  uivoluntarily  before  my  fentences 
were  iiniihed.  My  remarks  were  now 
heard  with  a  fleady  countenance,  and  if 
a  girl  happened  to  give  way  to  habitual 
merriment,  her  forwardness  was  repief- 
led  with  a  fjrowu  by  her  mother  or  her 
aunt. 


Wherever  I  come  T  fcatter  infirmity 
and  difeafe }  every  lady  whom  1  meet  in 
the  Mall  is  too  weary  to  walk;  all 
whom  I  intreat  to  fing  are  troubled  with 
cold :  if  I  propofe  cards,  they  are  af- 
fli6led  with  the  head-ach;  if  I  invite 
them  to  the  gardens,  they  cannot  bear  a 
crowd. 

All  this  might  be  endured  ;  but  there 
is  a  clafs  of  mortals  who*  think  my  un- 
derftanding  impaired  with  my  fortune, 
exalt  themfelves  to  the  dignity  of  advice, 
and  whenever  we  happen  to  meet,  pie- 
fume  to  prefcribc  my  conduft,  regulate 
my  economy,  and  direft  my  purfuits. 
Another  race,  equally  impertinent  and 
equally  defpicable,  are  every  moment 
reconmiending  to  me  an  attention  to  my 
intereft,  and  think  themfclves  entitled, 
by  their  fuperior  piiidence,  to  reproach 
roe  if  I  fpeak  or  move  witbout  regard  to 
profit. 

■  Such,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  the  power  of 
wealth,  that  it  commands  the  ear  of 
^reatnefs  and  the  eye  of  beauty }  givei 
Ipirit  to  the  dull,  and  authoiity  to  the 
timorous  j  and  leaves  him  from  whom 
it  departs,  without  virtue  and  without 
undcrftanding,  the  fport  of  caprice,  the  \ 
feoff  of  infolence,  the  flave  of  mcanneft,^  V 
and  the  pupilof  Ignorance.  J 

lam.  Sec* 
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—  TiaX  aiS  AKTIQ^UA   LAUniS  XT  AETII 
AGGRE1>I0K,    8ANCT08  AUSUS  AECLUOXIIS  PONTSS* 


rOK  TMXX  MT  TUNXPUL  ACCXNTS  WILL  I  1AI8X, 
AM»  TREAT  OP  ART!  DI8CL0S*D  IN  ANCIXHT  DAYS  j 
ONCX  MORX  UNLOCK  POR   THKX   THX  8ACRXD  SPRING* 
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THE  direction  of  Arifbtle  to  thofe 
that  ftudy  politicks,  is,  firft  to 
examine  and  underftand  what  has  been 
written  by  the  ancients  upon  govem- 
nient  $  then  to,  caft  their  eyes  round  upon 
the  world,  and  confider  by  what  caules 
the  piofperity  of  co«miuuties  is  vifibly 
influenced,  and  whv  ibme  are  worie, 
and  others  better  aominiftered. 

The  fame  method  muft  be  porfued  by 
him  who  hopes  to  become  eminent  in 
juvy  other  part  of  knowledge.  The  firfl 
tafk  is  toiearch  books,  the  next  to  con- 
template nature.    He  nroft  firft  poffefs 

luKwfofthcintelkftuaitjxafufcswU 


the  dilimce  of  former  ages  has  accuw 
raulated,  and  then  endeavour  to  increafb 
them  by  his  own  colle^ions. 

The  mental  difeafe  of  the  preient  gc- 
neradon  is  impatience  of  ttudy,  con- 
tempt of  the  great  mafters  of  ancient 
wifdom,  and  a  difpolition  to  rely  wholly 
upon  unaflifted  genius  and  natural  faga- 
citjr.  The  wits  of  thefe  happy  days  have 
diicovered  a  vmy  to  fame,  which  thb 
dull  caution  of  our  laborious  anceflor^ 
durft  never  attempt  j  they  cut  the  knot«\ 
of  fophiffaj  which  it  was  formerly  tl*^ 
bufuiefs  ot  years  to  untie,  folve  diffinil-. 
tiet  by  fudden  uradiations  oC  intelli-'f) 
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gence,  and  comprehend  long  procefles 
of  argument  by  Immediate  intuition. 

Men  who  have  Mattered  themfelvet 
into  this  opmion  of  their  own  abilitieSf 
look  down  on  all  who  wafte  their  Jives 
over  books,  as  a  race  of  inferior  bciim 
condemned  by  nature  to  perpetual  pupO- 
lage,  and  firuitlefsly  endeavouring  to  nc- 
^  medy  their  barrennefs  by  inceflant  cul- 
l  tivation,  or  fuccour  their  feeblenefs  by 
fubfidiary  ftrength .  They  prefumc  that 
Done  would  be  more  induftrious  than 
they,  if  they  were  not  "more  fenfible  of 
deficiencies  ^  and  readily  conclude,  that 
he  who  places  no  confidence  in  his  own 
powers,  owes  his  modefty  only  to  his 
weaknefs. 

It  is  however  certain,  that  no  eftimate 
is  more  in  danger  of  erroneous  calcula* 
tbns  than  thol&  by  which  a  man  com- 
putes the  force  of  his  own  genius.  It 
generally  happens  at  our  entrance  into 
the  world,  that  by  the  natiYral  attraftion 
«f  fimilitude,  we  aiTociatewith  men  like 
ourfelves,  young,  fprightly,  and  igno- 
rant, and  rate  our  accompliihraents  by 
comparifon  with  theirs ;  when  we  have 
once  obtained  an  acknowledged  fuperio- 
rity  over  our  acquaintances,  imagina- 
tion and  defire  eafily  extend  it  over  the 
reft  of  mankind ;  and  if  no  accident 
forces  us  into  new  emulations,  we 
|row  old,  and  die  in  admiration  of  our. 
lelves. 

Vanity,  thus  confirmed  in  her  domi- 
^  nion,  rnulily  liflens  to  the  voice  of  idle- 
nefs,"  and  ibothes  the  (lumber  of  life 
with  continual  dreams  of  excellence  and 
l^reatnefs.  A  man  elated  by  confidence 
in  his  natural  vigour  of  fancy  and  faffa- 
city  of  conjefturc,  foon  concludes  that 
^  he  already  pofTeffes  whatevior  toil  and 
enquiry  can  confer.  He  then  Kihns 
with  eagemefs  to  the  wild  obje£lions 
which  folly  has  raUed  againil  the  com- 
jmon  means  of  improvement  j  talks  of 
She  d^ik  chaos  of  indigeited  knowledge  f 
dcfcribcs  the  mifchievous  effefts  of  hete- 
•^jDop^eneous  fciences  fermenting  in  the 
mind  5  relates  the  blunders  of  lettered 
ignorance;  expatiate^  on  the  heroick 
merit  of  thofcwho  deviate  from  preicrip- 
tion,  or  /hake  off  authority  $  and  gives 
vent  to  the  Inflations  of  his  heart  by  de- 
claring that  he  owes  nothing  to  pedants 
;and  univerfities^ 

,  All  thefc  pretenfions,  however  confi- 
dent, are  very  often  vain.  The  laurels 
wiiich  fuperncial  acutenefs  gains  In  trl- 
limphs  oyer  ignorant.  Vitfvyported.  by 


vivacity,  are  obfenred  hf  lodce  t^hm 

loft  whenever  real  learning  and  rational 
diligence  appear  againft  her  J  the  fallied 
of  gaiety  arc  foon  repreffed  by  calm  con- 
fidence; and  the  artifices  of  fubtilty  are 
readily  dettacd  by  tbofe  who,  having 
carefully  ftudied  the  queftion,  art  mi 
cafily  confounded  or  furprifed. 

But  though  the  contemner  of  books 
had  neither  been  deceived  by  others  nor 
himfelf,  and  was  really  bom  with  a  gc- 
nius  furpalfing  the  ordmary  abilities  of 
mankind  5  ytt  furely  fuch  gifts  of  Pro- 
yidence  may  be  more  properly  Urged  ai 
mcitements  to  labour,  than  encourage- 
ments to  negligence.    He  that  negleas 
the  culture  of  ground,  naturally  fertile,^ 
is  naore  fhamefuUy  culpable   than  he  1 
whofe  field  wouU  fcarcely  rccompcni^/ 
his  hufbandry.  -^ 

Cicero  remarics,  that  not  to  know 
what  has  been  tranfaaed  in  former  times, 
IS  to  continue  always  a  child.  If  no 
ufe  is  made  of  the  l^urs  of  paft  ages, 
the  world  muft  remain  always  in  the  in- 
fancy  of  knowledge.  The  difcoveries 
of  every  man  muft  terminate  in  his  own 
advantage,  and  the  fhidies  of  every  age 
be  employed  on  queftions  which  the 
paft  generation  haddifcufTed  and  deter- 
mined.  We  may  with  as  little  reproach 
borrow  fcieiice  as  manufaftures  fixan 
our  anceftors ;  and  it  is  as  rational  to  live 
in  caves  till  our  own  hands  have  ere£led 
a  palace,  as  to  rgeft  all  knowlejteof 
architeftore  which  our  under^adings 
will  not;  fupply. 

To  the  fbiongeftand  quickeft  mind  it 
is  far  eafier  to  learn  than  to  invent.  The 
principles  of  arithmetick  and  geometrr 
may  be  comprehended  by  a  clofe  atten- 
tion in  a  fav  days  j  yet  who  can  flatter 
himfelf  that  the  ftudy  of  a  long  life 
would  have  enabled  him  to  difcover 
them,  when  he  fees  them  yet  unknown  to 
fo  many  nations,  whom  he  cannot  fupw 
pole  leffi  liberally  endowed  with  natu- 
ralreafon,  than  the  Grecians  or  Bcvp- 
tians?  ^^^ 

Evei-y  fcience  was  thus  far  adyaaced 
towards  perfbaion,  by  the  erouknii  di- 
ligence  of  contea^orary  fhidents,  and 
the  gradual  difcoveries  of  oae  age  im- 
proving on  another.  Sometimes  uneii*. 
p^aed  fiafhes  of  inftruaion  wera  ftruck 
out  by  thcfortuitoius  collifion  of  happy 
incidents,  or  an  involuntaiy  concu2>- 
rence  of  ideas,  in  which  the  philoTopher 
to  whom  they  happened  had  no  other 
merit  thfin  that  ^kaowin^  thsirvvhie. 
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§ni  trtmSsntHaagf  pnclouded  tojpofterityy 
that  light  which  had  been  kindled  by 
caufct  out  of  his  power.  The  happinefs 
of  theie  cafual  iUuminationt  no  man  can 
proRiiie  to  himielf»  becanfe  no  endea* 
vonrs  can  prbcure  them$  and  therefore 
whatever  be  our  abilities  or  application, 
we  muft  fubmit  to  learn  from  others  what 
Derhaps  would  have  lain  hid  for  ever 
£rom  human  penetration,  had  not  ibroe 
remote  enquiry  brought  it  to  view ;  as 
treaAires  are  thrown  up  by  the  plough- 
man and  the  digger  in  the  rude  exercift 
of  thdr  common  occupations* 

The  man  whofe  genius  qualifies  him 
fer  great  undertdti^^s,  muft  at  kaft  be 
•ontent  to  learn  from  books  the  prefent 
ft&te  of  human  kaowledse^  that  he  may 
not  afcribe  to  himiidf  the  invention  of 
arts  generally  known  j  wear^  his  atten- 
tion with  ejcperiments  of  which  the  event 
has  been  ion^  reeiftered  i  and  wafte,  in 
ittemots  which  nave  already  fucceeded 
or  milcarried,  that  time  which  might  have 
been  (pent  with  ufefulnefs  and  honour 
lipon  new  undertakings. 

But  though  the  ftiki^  of  bodes  is  ne« 
ceffiury»  it  is  not  fufficient  to  conftitute 
literary  eminence.  He  that  wiihes  to  be 
counted  aroon^  the  benefactors  of  poft«>- 
rit^,  muft  add  Dy  his  own  toil  to  the  ac- 
€|uifitions  of  his  anceftors,  and  fecure 
has  nsemory  from  negleft  by  fome  valu- 

r  able  hnprovement.    This  can  only  be 
tfie6ted  by  looking  out  upon  the  waftes 

Vof  the  intellefhial  world,  and  extending 
the  power  of  learning  over  regions  yet 


undifciplined  and  barbarous ;  or  by  fur*  J 
veying  more  exaftly  her  ancient  domi* 
nions ;  and  driving  ignorance  from  the\ 
fbrtrcfTes  and  retreats  where  fhe  fkulka  f 
undete^ed  and  umlifturhed.  Every  fcit^ 
ence  has  it^s  difHculties  which  yet  call 
for  a  (plution  before  we  attempt  new  fy- 
ftems  of  knowledge ;  as  every  countrA 
has  it*s  forefts  and  marfhes,  which  it\ 
would  be  wife  to  cultivate  and  drain,  be-  \ 
fore  difbnt  colonies  are  projected  as  ft    ' 
neceffary  difcharge  of  the  exuberance  of 
inhabitants. 

No  man  ever  yet  became  mat  by  imi« 
tation.  Whatever  hopes  for  the  vene* 
ration  of  mankind  muft  have  invention 
in  the  deiign  or  the  execution ;  either  the 
efFe6l  muft  itfelf  be  new,  or  the  meant 
by  which  it  is  produced.  Either  truthr 
hitherto  unknown  muft  b^  difcovei-ed^ 
or  thofe  which  are  already  known  en- 
'  forced  by  ftrongoer  evidence,  facilitated 
by  dealer  method,  or  elucidated  bf 
Ijrightcr  iUufbrations. 

fame  cannot  fpread  wide  or  endure  ^ 
long  that  is  not  rooted  in  nature,  and    ,' 
manured  by  art.    That  which  hopes  t<r^ 
refift  the  blaft  of  malignity,  and  ftand 
firm  againft  the  attacks  of  time,  muft 
contain  in  itfelf  fome  original  principle^ 
of  growth.  The  reputation  which  aiifes 
from  the  detail  or  tranrpofiti<m  of  bor- 
rowed fentiments,  may    fpread   for   a\ 
while,  like  ivy,  on  the  rind  of  antiquity,   \ 
but  will  be  torn  away  by  accident  of    j 
contempt,  and  fuftered  to  rot  unheeded  / 
on  the  ground*  jl 
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•«-^oua«AKasMTKAa8  ARt  past; 
aa  Taisop  lips  tms  pikst,  ob  sloth  thi  last. 


NO  weadmefs  of  the  human  mind 
has  more  frequently  incurred  ani- 
tnadVeriMm,'  than  the  negligence  with 
which  men  overlodt  their  own  faults, 
liowever  flagrant,  and  the  eafinefs  with 
which  they  pardon  them«  however  fre- 
iqutntlyrepeatti. 

/-  It  feemt  generally  believed,  that,  as 
lltib  eye  cannct  fee  frfelf,  the  mind  has 
^10^  fi^kiet  by  which  it  can  contem- 
plate it^  Q^m  |pt^  and  tfair  thertforr 


SLrKiifsroit» 

we  have  not  means  of  becoming  acquaidt- 
ed  with  our  real  characters }  an  opinion 
which,  like  innumerable  other  poftulates» 
an  enquirer  finds  himfelf  inclined  to 
admit  upon  very  little  evidence,  becauft 
it  affords  a  reaav  foktion  of  many  dif- 
ficulties. It  will  explain  why  die  great- 
eft  abilities  frequently  fail  to  promoft 
the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  |x>flei8  them ; 
why  thofe  who  can  difHnguifh  with  the 
utmoit  nicety  the  bpund^aniaof  vice  and 
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virtue  fuflfer  them  to  he  confounded  in 
their  own  coodud ;  why  the  active  and 
vigilant  refign  their  affairs  implicitly  to 
the  management  of  others^  and  why  the 
cautious  ami  fearful  make  hourly  ap- 
proaches towai^s  ruiny  without  one  figfa 
of  ibiicltude  or  ilniggle  for  efcape. 

When  a  pofition  teems  thus  with  com- 
modioiis  coniequencesy  who  can  without 
leyretconfefs  it  to  be  falfe  ?  Yet  it  i$cer- 
Cam  that  declaimers  have  indulged  adif- 
pofition  to  defcribe  the  dominion  of  the 
paflions  as  extended  beyond  the  limits 
that  nature  afligned.  Self-love  is  often 
nther  arrogant  than  blind  ;  it  does  not 
tide  our  faults  from  ourfclves,  but  per- 
fuades  us  that  they  efcape  the  notice  of 
others,  and  difpofes  us  to  i-efent  ccnibres 
left  we  fhould  confefs  them  to  be  juft. 
We  arc  fecrctly  confcious  of  defers  and 
vices  which  we  hope  to  conceal  from  the 
publick  eye,  and  pleafe  ourfelves  with 
innumerable  impoltures,  by  which,  in 
reality,  nobody  is  deceived. 

In  proof  of  the  dimnefs  of  our  inter- 
nal fight,  or  the  general  inability  of  man 
to  determine  rightly  concerning  his  own 
character,  it  is  common  to  urge  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  moft  abfurd  and  incredible 
flattery,  and  the  refentment  always  raif- 
ed  by  advice,  however  foft,  benevolent, 
and  reafonable.  But  flattery,  if  it's 
operation  be  nearly  examined*  will  be 
found  to  owe  it's  acceptance,  not  to  our 
Ignorance  but  knowledge  of  our  failures, 
aid  to  delight  us  rather  as  it  confoles  our 
wants  than  difplays  our  pofleflions.  He 
that  fliall  folicit  the  favour  of  his  patron 
by  praifing  him  for  qualities  which  he 
can  find  in  himfelf,  wil]  be  defeated  by 
the  more  daring  pancgyrift  who  enriches 
'  him  with  adfcititious  excellence,  Juft 
praife  is  only  a  debt,  but  flatterv  is  a 
prcfent.  The  acknowledgment  of^thofe 
virtues  on  which  confcience  congratu- 
lates us,  is  a  tribute  that  we  can  at  any 
time  exift  with  confidence  5  but  the  ce- 
lebration of  thoic  which  we  only  feign, 
or  defire  without  any  vigorous  endea- 
vours to  attain  them,  is  received  as  a 
confeflion  of  fovereignty  over  regions 
never  connucred,  as  a  favourable  deci- 
ilon  of  diiputable  claims,  and  is  more 
welcome  as  it  is  more  gratuitous. 

Advice  is  offeniive,  not  becaufe  it 
lays  us  open  to  unexpe6led  reeret,  or 
convids  us  of  any  fault  which  had  cf- 
caped  our  notice,  but  becaufe  it  fliows 
us  that  we  are  known  to  others  as  well 
as  to  ourfelyes  $  and  the  officious  moni* 


tor  is  perfecuted  with  hatr^,  not  ht^ 
caufe  his  accufation  is  fldfe,butbecaiif« 
he  aflumcs  that  fuperiority  which  we  are 
not  willing  to  grant  him,  and  has  dared 
to  dete6l  what  wedefired  to  conceal. 

For  this  reafon  advice  it  connnonly 
ineflbaual.  If  thofe  who  follow  the 
call  of  their  defires,  without  enouiry 
whitlier  they  are  goinff,  had  deviated  ig* 
norantly  from  the  paths  of  wifilom,  and 
were  rufliing  vpoii  dang^  unforefeen* 
they  would  rcBKlilv  liften  to. information 
that  recals  them  from  their  errors,  and 
catch  the  firfl  alarm  by  which  deftruc* 
tion  or  infamy  is 'denounced.  Few  that  V 
wander  in  the  wrong  way  miftake  it  for  \ 
the  right,  they  only  find  it  more  iinooth  / 
and  £>wcry,  and  indulge  their  own 
choice  rather  than  approve  it  1  therefbnr 
few  are  perfuaded  to  quit  it  by  admoni* 
tion  or  neproof,  fince  it  imprefles  no  new 
convifiion,  nor  confers  any  powet^  of 
a^lion  or  refinance.  He  that  is  gjravdjr 
informed  how  fbon  profiifion  wiU  an« 
nihilate  iiis  fortune,  hears  with  little 
advantage  what  he  knew  before,  and 
catches  at  the  next  occafion  of  expence, 
becaufe  advice  has  no  force  to  fupprds. 
his  vanity.  He  that  is  told  how  cer- 
tabily  intemperance  willhurry  him  to  the 
grave,  runs  with  his  ufual  fpecd  to  a 
newcourleof  luxtuy,  becaufe  his  rea* 
fon  is  not  invigorated,  nor  bis  appetite 
weakened. 

Theroifckief  of  flattery  is,  not  that 
it  perfuades  any  man  that  he  is  what  he 
is  not,  but  that  it  fuppreffes  the  infla« 
ence  of  honeft  ambition,  by  raifinjg;  aa 
opinion  that  honour  may  be  gained 
without  the  toil  of  merit  5  and  the  oene- 
fit  of  advice  arifes^ommonly,  not  frt>ra 
any  new  lieht  imparted  to  the  mind,  but 
from  the  dffcovery  which  it  affords  of  the 
publick  fuifrages.  He  that  could  with- 
ftand  confcience  is  frighted  at  infiuny^ 
and  ihame  prevails  when  reafon  was  de- 
feated. 

As  we  all  know  our  own  faults,  and 
know  them  commonly  with  many  ag- 
gravations which  human  perfpicadty 
cannot  difcover,  there  is,  perhaps,  no 
man,  however  hardened  by  imptidence 
ordiffipated  by  levity,  flielteredby  hy- 
pocrify  or  blaited  by  difgrace,  who  does 
not  intend  fometime  to  review  his  coa- 
du£l,  and  to  renilate  the  remainder  of 
bis  lifir  by  the  Tkws  of  virtue.  New 
temptations  indeed  attack  him,  new  iD« 
vitations  are  offered  by  plcafure  and 
interefl,  and  the  hour  of  reformatioD  n 
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ttlwiys  d^iyed;  every  delay  ^ives  vice 
another  opportunity  of  fortifying  itfclf 
by  babk  5  and  the  change  of  manners, 
though  (incerely  intended  and  rationally 
planned,  is  referred  to  the  tlm&  when 
fomc  craying  paiTion  (hall  be  fully  gra- 
tified, or  fomc  powerful  allurement 
ceaie  it's  importunity.  ' 

Thus  procraftination  is  accumulated 
on  procrsulination,  and  one  impediment 
fbcceeds  another,  till  age  fliatters  our 
itiblution,  orxleath  inieccepts  theprojeft 
of  amendment.  Such  is  often  the  end 
of  falutary  purpofcs,  after  they  haye 
iong  delighted  the  imagination,  and  ap* 
pcalird  that  difquiet  which  every  mind 
feels  from  known  mifcondu6l,  when  the 
attention  is  not  diverted  by  bulinefs  or 
by  pleafure* 

'  Nothing  Airdy  can  be  nvore  unwor- 
thy of  a  reafonable  nature,  than  to  con- 
tinue in  a  fbte  fo  oppoiite  to  real  hap- 
pinefs^  as  that  all  the  peace  of  folitude, 
and  felicity  of  meditation,  muft  arife 
from  refolutions  of  forfaklng  it.  Yet 
the  world  will  often  afford  examples  of 
men,  who  pafs  months  and  years  in  a 
irontinual  war  with  their  own  convic- 
tions, and  arc  daily  dragged  by  habit^ 
or  betrayed  by  pauion,  into  pra^lices 
which  they  clofed  and  opened  their  eyes 
with  purpoies  to  avoid  j  ^^urpofes  which, 
though  fettled  on  conviction,  the  firft 
impiufe  of  momentary  dedi'c  totally  over- 
throws. 

The  influence  of  cudom  is  indeed 
fuch,  that  t6  conquer  it  will  require  the 
utmoft  efforts  of  fortitude  and  virtue  5 
nor  c^n  I  think  any  men  more  worthy 
of  veneration  and  renown,  than  thoi'e 
who  have  burft  tl»c  fhacklcs  of  habitual 
vice.'    This  viflory  however  has  differ- 

.  cnt  degrees  of  glory  as  of  difficulty  j  it 
is  more  heroick  as  the  objects  of  guilty 
gratification  are  more  familiar,  and  the 
recurrence  of  folicitation  mqre  frequent. 
He  that  from  expciicncc  of  the  folly  of 
ambition  refigns  Ids  offices,  may  ftt 
himfelf  free  at  once  from  tempfcuion  to 
i^uander  his  life  in  couits,  becaufe  he 

.  cannot  regain  his  former  ftation.  He 
who  is"  enilaVed  by  an  amorous  paffion, 
^  may  quit  his  tyrant  in  difguft,  and  ab- 
ftnce  will,  without  the  help  of  reafon» 
overcome  bv  degrees  the  defire  of  re- 
turning.  But  tnofe  appetites  to  which 
«vcry  place  affords  their  proper  obje^, 
and  which  require  no  preparatory  mea« 


ibres  or  gradual  ddvaDees,  are^  more 
tenacioufly  adhefive  ;  the  wifh  is  Co  near 
the  enjoyment,*  that  compliance  often 
precedes  confiderationt  and  before  the 
powers  of  reaibn  can  be  fummoned,  tht 
time  for  employing  them  is  pad. 

Indolence  is  therefore  one  of  the  vicet 
fi-om  which  thofe  whom  it  once  infefls 
are  feldom  reformed.  Every  other  fpecies 
of  luxury  operates  upon  fbme  appetite  that 
is  quickly  iatiated^  and  requires  fonie 
concuiTcnce  of  art  or  accident  which 
every  place  will  not  ftipply }  but  the  de- 
iire  ofeafe  a6ls  equally  at  all  hours,  and 
the  longer  it  is  indulged  is  the  more  ixL> 
creafed.  To  do  nothing  is  in  every  man^s 
powers  we  can  never  want  an  ouportu- 
nitv  of  omitting  duties.  The  lapfe  to 
indolence  it  foft  and  imperceptible,  bo^ 
caufc  it  is  only  a  nure  ceflTation  of  ac- 
tivity 'y  but  the  return  to  diligence  is  dif- 
ficult, becaufe  it  implies  a  oiange  from 
reft  to  motion,  &om  privation  to  rcaHtyc 

FacUh  difcaifuiavirmt 
Noffes  atque  dm  fater  stri  janua  ditU ; 
Sed  rc'VQcare  gradum,  fuftrafjue  evadere  ai 

auras, 
Boc  of  as,  bte  tabtr  efi^  Viad. 

The  gates  of  Hell  are  open  night  and  day  $  * 
Smooch  the  defcent,  and  eafy  it  the  way} 
But  to  return,  and  view  the  cheeiful  ildeSf 
In  tUs  the  XaJk  and  mighty  labour  lies. 

DaT»sif« 

Of  this  vice,  as  of  ail  others,  every  ' 
man  who  indulges  it  is  confcious  5  wc 
all  know  our  own  flate,  if  we  could  be 
induced  to  confider  it;  and  it  might  per- 
haps be  ufefiil  to  the  conqueft  of  all  thefe 
enfnai^s  of  the  mind,  if  at  ceruiit 
ftated  days  life  was  reviewed..  Many 
things  ncceifary  are  omitted,  becaufe  yrt 
vainly  imagine  that  they  may  be  alwayt 
performed;  and  what  cannot  be  done 
without  pain  will  for  ever  be  delayed« 
if  the  time  of  doing  it  be  left  tmfettled* 
No  con-uption  is  great  but  by  lon^  neg« 
ligence,  which  can  fcarccly  prevail  in  a 
mind  rcgulaiiy  and  frequently  awakened 
by  periodical  remorfe.  He  that  thu« 
breaks  his  life  into  parts,  will  find  in 
himfelf  a  defire  todifbnguilh  eVcry  flagc 
of  his  exigence  by  lome  improvement^ 
and  delight  himfelf  with  the  approach  of 
the  day  of  recolle^ion,  as  oi  the  time 
which  is  to  begin  a  new  icrics  of  viitue 
and  felicity. 
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J« 


EVERY  government,  fay  the  poli- 
ticians, is  perpetud^  degenerat-. 
ing  towards  coriiiption,  from  which  it 
.  "touft  be  refcued  at  certain  periods  by  the 
reiufcitation  of  it*s  firft  principles,  and 
the  re-eftabli(hment  of  it^s  original  con- 
ilnution.  Every  animal  body,  accord- 
ing to  the  methodick  jphvficians,  is,  by 
the  predominance  ot  (ome  exuberant 
ouality,  continually  declining  towards 
difeaie  and  death,  which  muS  be  obvi- 
mted  by  a  feafonable  redu^ion  of  the 
|>eccant  humour  to  the  juft  equipoiie 
i^hich  health  requires. 

In  the  fame  manner  the  ftudiet  of 
mankind,  all  at  lead  which,  not  beinjg 
iubje6^  to  rigorous  demonftration,  admit 
the  influence  of  fancy  and  caprice,  are 
perpetually  tendmg  to  error  and  confii* 
£on.  Of  the  great  principles  of  ti-uth 
which  the  firiF  fpeculatifts  difcovered, 
the  fimplicity  is  enkbarraiTcd  by  ambiti-* 
0U8  additions,  or  the  evidence  obfcured 
by  inaccurate  argumentation  j  and  as 
they  defcend  mra  ope  fucceflion  of 
i^  writers  to  another,  like  light  tranfmitted 
from  room  to  room,  tSey  lofe  their 
ftrength  and  fplendour*  and  fade  at  lait 
in  total  evaneicence. 

The  fyfbms  of  learning  therefore 
muft  be  tomettmes  reviewed,  complica- 
tions analyfed  into  principles,  and 
knowledge  difcntangled  from  opinion* 
It  is  not  always  poflible,  without  a  clofe 
.  infpe£Uon,  to  feparate  the  genuine  ihoots 
of  confeauential  rcafoning,  which  grow 
out  of  fome  radical  poftulate,  from  the 
branches  which  art  has  engrafted  on  it. 
The  accidental  preicriptions  of  authority, 
^en  time  has  procured  them  veneration, 
are  often  confounded  with  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  thofe  rules  are  fupiK>red 
coeval  with  reafon,  of  which  the  firft 
rife  cannot  be  difco%fred. 

Criticifm  has  ibmetimes  permitted 
fcncy  to  di^.ite  the  laws  by  which  fancy 
ouglit  t6  be  reftrained,  and  ^lacy  to 
perplex  the  principles  by  which  Cillacy 
i»  to  be  detected ;  hrr  fup^ntendence  of 
others  has  betrayed  hei*  to  negligence  of 
Jicrfclf;  and,  like  the  ancient  Scjthians, 


T>y  extending  her  conquefts  over  diftant^ 
regions,  fhe  has  left  her  throne  vacant  to  / 
her  (laves. 

Among  the  laws  of  which  the  delire 
of  extenc^ng  atthority,  or  ardour  of 
promoting  knowledge,  has  prompted 
the  prefcription,  all  which  writers  havo 
received,  had  not  the  fame  original  right 
to  our  sregard.  Some  are  to  be  con* 
fidcred  as  nindamental  and  indifpenfable» 
others  only  as  ufeful  and  convenient  j 
fome  are  dictated  by  reafon  and  neceflity^ 
others  as  ena6Ud  by  dcfpotick  antiquity  $ 
fome  as  invincibly  fupported  by  thnr 
conformity  to  the  order  of  nature  and 
operations  of  the  intellect ;  others  as 
formed  by  accident,  or  inftituted  by  ex- 
ample, and  therefore  always  liable  to 
diroute  and  alteration. 

That  many  rules  have  been  advanced 
without  conmlting  nature  or  reafon,  we 
cannot  but  fufpe^t,  when  we  find  it 
peremptorily  decreed  by  the  ancient 
mafters,  that  cnfy  tbreej^eakingperftt^ 
ages  /boutii  appear  at  ince  upM  the 
fiage  5  a  law  which,  as  the  variety  and 
intricacy  of  modem  plays  has  made  it 
im)x>flible  to  be  obferved,  we  now  vio. 
late  without  fa-uple,  and,  as  ezperienco 
proves^  without  inconvenience. 

The  original  of  this  precept  waa 
merely  accidental.  Tra^y  was  a 
monody  or  folitary  fong  m  honour  of 
Bacchus,  improv^  aftervi^ards  into  a 
dialogue  by  the  addition  of  another 
fpeaker;  but  the  ancients,  remembering 
tnat  the  tragedy  was  at  firflpronoimced 
only  by  one,  durft  not  for  fome  time 
venture  beyond  two ;  at  laft,  when  cuf« 
tom  and  impunity  had  made  them  dar- 
ing, they  extended  their  liberty  to  the 
admifHon  of  three,  but  retrained  them* 
felves  by  a  critical  edi^  from  further  ex* 
orbitance. 

By  what  accident  the  number  of  a£U 
was  limited  to  £ve,  I  know  not  that 
any  author  has  informed  us ;  but  cer- 
tainly it  is  not  determined  by  any  nccef- 
fity  arifing  tither  from  the  nature  of  ac- 
tion or  propriety  of  exhibition*  An 
a6l  i»  only  the  reprcfentation  of  fuch  a 

part 
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psrt  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  play  as  pro- 
ceeds in  an  unbroken  tenor,  or  without 
any  intermediate  paufe.  Nothing  is 
more  evident  than  that  of  every  real,  and 
by  confecjuence  of  every  dramatick  ac- 
tion, the  intervals  may  be  more  or  fe^cr 
than  five ;  and  indeed  the  rule  is  upon 
the  EngUfli  ftage  every  day  broken  in 
efFe6l,  without  any  other  mifchief  than 
that  which  arifes  from  an  abfurd  endea- 
vour to  obferve  it  in  appearance.  When- 
ever the  fcene  is  ihifted  the  :k£t  ceafes, 
fince  Tome  time  isneceffarily  fuppofed  to 
elapfe  while  the  perfonages  of  the  drama 
change  their  place. 

With  no  greater  right  to  our  obedi- 
ence hare  the  criticks  confined  the  dra- 
matick a6UoB  to  a  certain  number  of 
hours.  Probability  requires  that  the 
timeof  a^ion  (hould  approach  ibmewhat 
nearly  to  that  of  exhibition,  and  thofe 
plays  will  always  be  thought  moft  hap- 
pily conducted  which  crowd  the  greateil 
varietv  into  the  leaft  fpace.  But  iince 
it  will  freouently  happen  that  fome  dc- 
hifion  tmiA  be  admitted,  I  know  not 
where  the  limits  of  imagination  can  be 
iixed.  It  is  rarely  obierved  that  minds^ 
not  prepoifefled  by  mechanical  criticifm, 
feel  any  offence  from  the  extenfion'of 
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plays  have  oftener  filled  the  eye  with 
tears,  and  the  breaft  with  pal{^tationy 
than  thofe  which  are  variegated  with  in^* 
terludes  of  mirth  ?  . 

I  do  not  however  think  it  iafe  to 
judge  of  works  of  genius  merely  by  the 
event.  The  i-efiftlefs  viciflitudcs  of  the 
heart,  the  alternate  prevalence  of  mer- 
riment and  folemnity,  may  fometimes 
be  more  properly  afcribed  to  the  vigour 
of  the  writer  than  the  jufhiefs  of  the  de- 
iign;  and.indead  of  vindicating  tragi- 
comedy  by  the  fuccefs  of  Shakefpeare, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  pay  new  honours  to 
that  tranicendcnt  and  unbounded  genius 
that  could  prcfide  over  the  pailions  in 
fportj  who,  to  aftuate  the  aflfeftions, 
needed  not  the  flow  gradation  of  com- 
mon means,  but  could  fiH  the  heart  with 
inftantaneous  jollity  or  forrow,  and  vary 
our  difpofition  as  he  changed  his'fcenes* 
Perhaps  the  effcas  even  otShakefpeare'» 
poetry  might  have  been  yet  greater,  had 
he  not  counteracted  himfelf  $  and  we 
might  have  been  more  inteiefted  in  the 
diftreiles  of  his  heroes,  bad  we  not  been 
fo  frequently  diverted  by  the  jokes  of 
bis  buffoons. 

There  are  other  rules  more  fixed  and 
obligatory.     It  is  neceflary  that  of  cvcvy 


the  intervals  between  the  aCts ;  nor  can     play  the  chief  a6tion  (hould  be  finglei 
I  conceive  it  abfurd  or  impoflible,  that     for  iince  a  play  reprefents  Ibrae  tramac- 


ke  who  can  multiply  three  hours  into 
twelve  or  twenty-four,  might  image  with 
equal  eaie  a  greater  number. 

I  know  not  whether  he  that  profefFes 
to  regard  no  other  laws  than  thofe  of 
nature,  will  not  he  inclined  to  receive 
tragi-comedy  to  liis  prote6Uon,  whom, 
However  generallv  condemned,  her  own 
laurels  luiTe  hitnerto  fhaded  from  the 
fulminations  of  criticifm.  For  what  is 
there  in  ihe  mingled  drama  which  im- 
partial iKafon  can  condemn  ?  The  con- 
nexion of  importantwith  trivialinddents, 
£noe  it  is  not  only  common  but  perpetual 
in  the  worid,  nwy  furely  be  allowed 
tipon  the  fbge,  which  *pretends  only  to 
be  the  mtrrour  of  life.  The  impro- 
priety of  fupprefling  pafHons  beibre  we 
bave  niifed  them  to  the  intended  agita- 
tion, and  of  diverting  the  expeflation 
from  an  event  which  we  keep  fufpended 
#nly  to  raife  it,  may  be  fpecioufly  ui^ed. 
But  will  not  experience  fliew  this  ob- 
je£Uon  to  be  rather  fubtle  than  juft  ? 
I«  it  not  certain  that  the  tragick  and 
«omick  affections  have  been  moved  al- 
^onotely  with  equal  force,  and  that  no 


tton,  through  it's  regular  maturation 
to  it's  final  event,  two  aftions  equally 
important  muft  evidently  conftitutc  two 
plays. 

As  the  deflgn  of  tragedy  is  to  infbuft 
by  moving  the  pafTions,  it  muft  alwaya 
have  a  hero,  a  perfona^e  apparently  and 
inconteftably  fuperior  to  the  reft,  upon 
whom  the  attention  may  be  fixed,  and 
the  anxiety  (ufpended.  For  though  of 
two  pei-foi>s  oppofing  each  other  with. 
equaX  abilities  and  equal  virtue,  the 
auditor  will  ineviubly  in  time  choofe  his 
favourite,  yet  as  that  choice  muft  be 
without  any  cogency  of  conviftion,  the 
hopes  or  fears  which  it  raifes  will  be 
faint  and  l5kiaiid.  Of  two  herots  a£l- 
Jng  in  confederacy  againft  a  common 
enemy,  the  virtues  or  dangers  will  give 
little  emotion,  becaufe  each  claims  our 
concern  with  the  fame  right,  and  the. 
heart  lies  at  reft  between  equal  mo* 
tives. 

It  ought  to  be  the  firft  endeavour  of 
a  writer  to  diftinguiih  nature  froip  cuf- 
tom  5  or  that  which  is  elhbli/hdl  becaufe 
it  is  right,  from  that  which  is  rj^ht  only 
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becaufe  it  is  eftabliihed  $  that  he  may 
neither  riolate  eflential  principles  by  & 
4elire  of  novelty,  nor  delKir  himfelf  from 
the  attainment  of  beauties  within  his 
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view,  by  a  needlefs  fear  of  brvakiiig 
rules  which  no  literary  di6lator  bad  au- 
thority toenail. 


N«  CLVIL    TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17,  1751. 
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pjyfrr«i|  h  avtiat  fAiytt  rtnnu  n^  omvriv. 

HOM* 
SBAMX  GREATLY  RV1T8  OR  •I2ATLT  H ELFS MANKIKD. 


TO  THE  RiO^BLSR.. 


SIR» 


THOUGH  one  of  yoxircorrelpond- 
ents  has  prefumed  to  mention 
with  feme  contempt  that  prejj^ice  of 
attention  and  eafmefs  of  adorefsy  which 
the  polite  have  long  agreed  to  celebrate 
and  efteem,  yet  I  cannot  be  pcrfuaded  to 
think  them  unworthy  of  regard  or  culti- 
vation i  but  am  inclined  to  believe  that, 
as  we  feklpm  value  rightly  what  wc  have 
never  known  the  mifcry  of  wanting,  his 
judgment  has  been  vitiated  by  his  hap- 
pinefs  ;  and  that  a  natural  exuberance  of 
aflarance  has  hiadered  him  from  difco- 
vcring  it's  excellence  and  ufe. 

This  felicity,  whcthejr  bellowed  by 
conftitution,  or  obtained  by  early  habi- 
tudes, I  can  fcarcely  contemplate  with- 
out envy.  I  was  bred  under  a  man  of 
learning  in  the  country,  who  inculcated 
nothing  but  the  dignity  of  knowledge, ' 
and  the  happinefs  of  virtue.  By  fre- 
quency of  admonition,  and  confidence 
of  afTertion,  he  prevailed  nponmeto  be- 
lieve, that  the  fplcndour  of  literature 
woukl  always  attrafl  reverence,  if  not 
.  darkened  by  corruption.  I  therefore 
purfued  my  ftudies  with  incedant  in- 
dufhy,  and  avoided  every  thing  ^ich  I 
had  been  taught  to  coniider  either  as  vici- 
ous or  tending  to  vice,  bccaufe  I  regard- 
ed guilt  and  reproach  as  infeparably 
united,  and  thought  a  tainted  reputation 
the  greatcft  calamity. 

At  the  univcrfity,  I  found  no  reafon 
for  changing  my  opinion ;  for  though 
•BViny  among^  my  fellow. (hidqnts  took 
the  opportunity  of  a  more  remift  difci- 
pline  to  cratify  their  paflions;  yet  virtue 
prcferved  her  natural  fupeyiorky^  and 
thofe  who  ventured  to  neglfSft,  were  not 
fufiere^to  infult  her.  The  ambition  of 
petty  accompli(hmenfs  found  id  way 
into  the  icceptadcs  of  learning,  but  was 
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obferved  to  feize  commonly  onthofe  who 
either  neglefted  the  fcienccs,  or  could 
not  attain  them  ;  and  I  was  therefore 
coiifirmed  in  the  doctrines  of  my  old 
mafter,  and  thought  nothinj^  worthy  of 
my  care  but  the  means  of^gaining  or 
imparting  knowledge. 

This  purity  of  manners,  and  intenfe- 
nefs  of  application,  loon  extended  my 
renown,  and  I  was  applauded  by  tho& 
whofe  opinion  I  then  tnought  unlikely 
to  deceive  me,  as  a  young  man  that  gave 
uncommon  hopes  of  future  eminence. 
Mjr  performances  in  time  reacjied  my 
native  province,  and  my  relations  con-  - 
gratulated  themfelves  upon  the  new  ho« 
nours  that  were  added  to  their  family. 

I  returned  home  covered  with  acade- 
mical laurels,  and  fraught  with  criticilin 
and  philofophy.  The  wit  and  the  fcho- 
lar  excited  curiofity,  and  my  acquaint"^ 
ance  was  folicited  by  innumerable  invi- 
tations. To  pleafe  will  always  be  tho^ 
wifh  of  benevolence,  to  l)e  admired  muft 
be  tlie  conllant  aim  of  ambition  $  and  I 
therefore  confidered  myfelf  as  about  to 
receive  the  reward  of  myhoneft  labours* 
and  to  find  the  efiicacy  of  learning  and 
of  virtue. 

The  thini  day  after  my  arrival  I  dined 
at  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
fiimmoned  a  multitude  of  his  friends  to 
the  annual  celebration  o\  his  weddSng- 
day.  I  fet  forward  with  great  exul- 
tation, and  thought  myfelf  bappv  that  I 
had  an  opportunity  or  difplaying  my 
knowledge  to  £o  numerous  an  af&mbly. 
L  felt  no  fenfe  of  my  own  inlufT/cieDcyt 
till  going  up  flairs  to  the  dining-roooh  I 
heard  the  mingled  roar  of  ohfiraerou* 
raerfiment.  I  was  however  4Ug^i^bed 
rather  than  terrified,  and  went  loryard 
without  deje^ou.  The  whc^  companj 
rofe  at  my  entrance )  but  when  I  (aw  (o 
many  eyes  fixed  at  once  upoii  me,,  I  waa 
blaftwl  with  a  fudd^a-imhcdiity,  I  waa 
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^tielled  by  Ibme  namelefs  power  which  I 
found  impoflible  tobcrefifM.  Mv  fight 
xm^  dsmued,   my  cheeks  glowed>   my 

Options  were  confounded  $  I  was 
ed  by  the  multitude  of  eager  falu- 
tations,  aiid  returned  the  common  civi- 
lities with  hefitation  and  impropriety; 
the  fenfc  of  my  own  blunders  increafed 
my  confufion,  and  befoi*e  the  exchange 
or  ceremonies  allowed  me  to  fit  down,  I 
«vas  ready  to  fink,  under  the  opprelTion 
of  furprize  j  my  voice  grew  weak>  and 
my  knees  trembled. 

The  affembly  then  refumed  their 
places^  and  I  fat  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  ground.  To  the  queftions  of  cu- 
riofity>  or  the  appeals  of  complaifance, 
I  could  fddom  anOurer  but  with  ne^tive 
monofyllables,  or  profefiions  of  igno- 
rance; for  the  fubje^s  on  which  they 
coriverfed  were  fuch  as  are  feldom  dif- 
cufled  in  books,  and  were  therefore  out 
of  mv  range  of  knowledge.  At  length 
Jin  old  clergyman,  who  rightly  conjec- 
tured the  reafon  of  my  concil'enefs,  re- 
lieved me  by  fome  queftions  about  the 
preiflnt  ftate  of  natural  knowledge,  and 
engaged  me,  by  an  appearance  of  doubt 
and  oppofition,  in  the  explication  and 
4efence  of  the  Newtonian  pnilolbphy. 

The  confcioufinefs  of  my  own  abilities 
roufed  me  from  depreflion,  and  long  fa- 
miliarity with  my  fubje^  enabled  me  to 
difcourie  with  eaife  and  volubilitv ;  but 
however  I  might  pleafe  myfelf,  I  found 
▼ery  little  added  oy  my  cfemonltrations 
to  the  (ktisfaftion  of  the  company  and 
my  antagonift,  who  knew  the  bws  of 
converfation  too  well  to  detain  their  at- 
tention long  upon  an  uopleafing  topick, 
after  he  haid  conunended  my  acutenefs 
and  comprehenfion,  difinifled  the  con- 
trovcrfy,  and  refigned  me  to  my  former 
infignificance  and  perplexity. 

After  dinner,  I  received  from  the  la- 
dies, who  had  heard  that  I  was  a  wit, 
an  invitation  to  the  tea-table.  I  con- 
giatulated  myfelf  upon  an  opportunity 
to  efcape  from  the  company,  wno&  gaiety 
began  to  be  tumultuous,  and  among 
whom  feveral  hints  had  been  dropped 
of  the  ufdeiTnefs  of  imiverfitiet,  ^  folly 
of  book-learning,  and  the  awkwardneu 
of  fcholars.  1^  the  ladies  therefore  I 
flew,  as  to  a  refuge  from  clamour,  in- 
fxdt,  and  ruIUcIty ;  but  fomd  my  heart 
iuik  as  I  approached  their  apartment^ 
apd  was  agam  difconcerted  by  the  cere- 
nwki  of  eotrance,  aod  coxuounded  by 


the  neceifity  of  encountering  {6  manj 
eyes  at  once. 

When  I  fat  down  I  confidered  that 
foniething  pretty  was  always  iaid  to  lad- 
dies, and  rcfolved  to  recover  my  credit 
by  fome  elegant  obfervation  or  eracefui 
compliment.  I  applied  myfelf  to  th« 
recolleflionof  allthat  I  had  read  or  h^ard 
in  praife  of  beauty,  and  endeavoured  ta 
accommodate  fome  clafiical  compliment 
to  the  prefent  occafion.  I  funk  into 
profound  meditation,  revolved  the  cha- 
racters of  the  heroines  of  old,  confidered 
whatever  tlie  ooets  have  fung  in  their 
praife,  and  after  having  borrowed  and 
invented,  chofen  and  rejected  a  thoufimd 
fentiments,  which,  if  I  had  uttered  them, 
would  not  have  been  underftood,  I  was 
awakened  from  my  dream  of  learned 
gallantry  by  the  fcrvant  who  diftributcd 
the  tea. 

There  are  not  many  filuationf  more 
incefiantly  uneafy  than  that  in  which  the 
man  is  placed  wno  is  watching  an  op« 
portunity  to  fpeak,  without  courage  to 
take  it  when  it  is  offerecl,  and  who,^ 
though  he  refolves  to  give  a  fpecimen  o£  ^ 
his  aoilities,  always  finds  fome  reafon 
or  other  for  delaying  it  to  the  next  mi- 
nute. I  was  aihamed  of  filence,  yet 
could  find  nothing  to  fay  of  elegance  or 
importance  equal  to  my  wiihes.  The 
ladie«y  afraid  of  my  learning,  thought 
themfelves  not  qualified  to  propofe  any 
fubje£l  of  pi*attle  to  a  man  fo  famous  for 
difpute,  and  there  was  nothing  on  either 
fide  but  impatience  and  vexation. 

In  this  confli£t  of  fhame,  as  I  was  re.^ 
a/renibling  my  Mattered  fentiments,  and 
refolvmg  to  force  my  imagination  to 
fome  fprightly  fally,  had  jiSl  fotfnd  a 
very  happy  compliment,  by  too  much 
attention  to  my  own  meditations)  I  fuf-^ 
fered  the  (aucer  to  drop  from  my  hand* 
The  cup  was  broken,  the  lap-dog  w^ 
fcalded,  a  brocaded  petticoat  was  &iined, 
and  the  whole  affenobly  was  thrown  into 
diibrder.  I  now  coniidei'ed  all  hopes 
of  reputation  ai;  at  an  end,  and  while 
they  were  conlbling  and  afEiling  one 
another,  ftole  away  in  filence. 

The  roiiadveiUures  of  this  unhappy 
day  are  not  yietatan  end ;  I  am  afraid  of 
meetrag^the  meaneft  of  them  that  tri- 
umphed over  me  in  this  fiate  of  Ihipidity 
ana  contempt,  and  feel  thjc  fame  terrors 
encroaching  lupen  my  heait  at  the  fieht 
of  thofe  who  once  impreifed  them* 
Shame,  sd}ove  any  other  palfion,  pro- 
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pagatcs  itfclf.  Before  thofc  who  have 
feen  me  confufed^  I  can  never  appear 
^thoiit  new  confbfion,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  weaknefs  which  I  formerly 
dtfcovered,  hindent  me  from  a£ting  or 
Q>ealcin^  with  my  natural  force. 

But  IS  this  mifery,  Mr.  Rambler, 
never  to  ccafe?  Have  I  fpcnt  my  life  in 
ftody  only  to  become  the  (port  of  the 

rrant,  and  debarred  myiclf  from  all 
common  enjoyments   of  youth  to 
collet  ideas  which  muft  fleep  in  iilence. 


and  form  opinions  which  I  muft  not  dU' 
vulge?  Infonn  me,  dear  Sir,  by  what 
means  I  may  rcfcue  my  faculties  from 
thefe  (hackles  of  cowardice,  how  I  may 
rife  to  a  level  with  mv  fcUow-behigs^ 
recal  myfclf  firom  the  fan^or  qf  invo* 
luntary  fubjeftion  to  the  free  exertion  of 
my  intelle£^s,  and  add  to  the  power  of 
reafoning  the  liberty  of  fpeech. 
I  am>  Sir,  &c. 

V£RECUNDULtrS«. 


N^CLVIII.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21,  1751* 

CXAMMATICI  CXRTANT,  KT  ADHVC  tVB  JVDJCX  LIS  EST*  Hot. 

— — CKITICKS  TET  COKTENP, 

AND  or  TMKIK  VAIN    DISPUTINGS  FIND  KG  IKD«  FXANCIf. 


CRITICISM,  though  dignified  fix>m 
the  eariiett  ages  by  the  labours  of 
men  eminent  for  luiowledge  and  lagad- 
ty,  andy  fmcc  the  revival  of  polite  lite- 
rature, the  fMronrite  fhidy  of^  European 
icholars,  has  not  yet  attained  the  cer- 
tainty and  ffabilitjr  of  fcience.  The 
rules  hitherto  received  are  feldom  drawn 
from  any  iettled  principle  or  (elf-evident 
poftulate,  or  adapted  to  the  natural  and 
invariable  con(Htution  of  thtngs;  but 
will  be  found  upon  examination  the  ar- 
bitrary edifts  of  kgiilators,  authorifed 
only  by  themfelves,  who,  out  of  various 
Bieanft  by  which  the  fame  end  may  be 
attained,  felefhd  fuch  at  happened  to 
occur  to  their  own  reflexion,  and  then, 
by  a  law  which  idlenefs  and  timidity 
were  too  willing  to  obey,  prohibited  new 
experiments  of  wit,  remained  fancy  from 
the  indulgence  of  her  innate  inclination 
to  hazard  and  adventure,  and  condemn- 
-  «d  all  future  flights  of  genius  to  purfue 
the  path  of  the  Meodian  eagle. 

This  authority  may  be  more  juftly 
oppofed,  as  it  is  apparently  derived  fix>m 
tnem  whom  they  endeavour  to  controul; 
for  we  owe  few  of  the  rules  of  writing 
to  the  acutenefs  of  criticks,  who  have 
cencrally  no  other  merit  than  that,  hav- 
ing read  the  works  of  mat  authors  with 
attention, they  baveobfcrved  the  arrange- 
ment of  theirmatter,  or  the  gracet  of  tfer 
cxpreffion,  and  then  expe6t^  honour  and 
reverence  for  precepts  which  they  never 
could  have  invented :  fe  that  praftice  has 
introduced  rules,  rather  than  rules  have 
directed  praQice. 
For  tms  reai^n  the  law»  of  every  fpe- 


cics  of  writing  have  been  fettled  by  the 
ideas  of  him  who  firfl  railed  it  to  repu- 
tation, without  enquiry  whether  hit 
peiformances  were  not  yet  fufce|>tible  of 
improvement.  The  excellencies  and 
faults  of  celebrated  writers  have  been 
eqiudly  recommended  to  pofteiity ;  and 
Co  far  has  blind  reverence  prevailed,  that 
even  the  number  of  their  books  has  beea 
-thought  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  imagination  of  the  firft  authors 
of  lyi-ick  poetry  was  vdiement  and  ra- 
pid, and  their  knowledge  various  and 
extenlive.  Living  in  an  age  when 
fcience  has  been  uttle  cultivated,  and 
when  the  minds  of  their  auditors,  not 
being  acaiftomed  to  accurate  infpe6lioti, 
were  ealily  dazzled  by glaiine  ideas,  they 
applied  themfelves  to  inffrua,  rather  by 
fhort  fentences  and  fbriking  thoughts, 
than  by  regular  argumentation;  and 
finding  attention  more  (uccefsfully  ex- 
cited by  fudden  fallies  and  uncxpefted 
exclamations,  than  by  the  more  artfiil 
and  placid  beauties  of  methodical  dc- 
du5lion,  diey  loofed  their  genius  to  it*c 
own  courfe,  paiTed  from  one  fentiment 
to  another  without  exprefTmg  the  inter- 
mediate ideas,  and  roved  at  large  over 
the  ideal  world  with  fuch  lightnefs  and 
agility,  that  their  footilept  are  fcarcely 
to  be  traced. 

From  this  accidental  peculiarity  of 
the  ancient  writers  the  criticks  dc* 
duce  the  rules  of  lyrick  poetry,  which 
they  have  fet  free  from  all  l!be  lawa 
by  which  other  compofitions  are  con- 
fined, and  allow  to  ne|^e6^  the  met* 
tio  of  tr<m(itioD,  to  ftart  into  remote 
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tftgreffions*  and  to  wander  without  re- 
Rraint  from  one  fcene  of  imagery  to  an- 
other. 

A  writer  of  later  times  has,  by  the  vi. 
▼acit^  of  his  eflays,  reconcil«l  mankind 
to  the  fame  licentioufncfs  in  ihoit  diiTer- 
tations;  and  he  therefore  who  wants  fkill 
to  form  a  plan,  or  diligence  to  puriiie 
it,  ne^s  only  entitle  his  performance  an 
«flay»  to  acqxiire  the  right  of  hesqE>ing 
toother  the  colleflicms  of  half  his  life, 
without  order,  coherence,  or  propriety. 
In  writing,  as  in  life,fiults  are  endur- 
ed without  difguft  when  they  are  aflb- 
ciitted  with  tranfcendent  merit,  and  may 
be  ibmetiroes  recommended  to  weak 
judgments  by  the  luftre  which  they  ob- 
tain from  .their  union  with  excellence  j 
but  it  is  the  bufmefsof  thofewho  prsfume 
to  fuperintend  the  tafte  or  morals  of  man  - 
kind,  to  feparate  deluiive  combinations ; 
and  diftinguiih  that  which  m:iy  be 
praifed  from  that  which  can  only  be  ex- 
cufed.  As  vices  never  promote  happi- 
nefs,  though  when  overpowered  by  more 
a^^ive  and  more  numerous  virtues,  they 
cannot  totally  deftroy  itj  fo  confufion 
and  irregularity  produce  no  beauty, 
though  they  cannot  always  obftnift  the 
brightnefs  of  genius  and  leamifig.  To 
proceed  from  one  truth  to  another,  and 
conne^k  diftant  propofitions  by  regular 
confequences,  is  the  great  prerogative 
of  man.  *  Indepetident  and  unconncft- 
ed  ientiments  flafliing  upon  the  mind  in 
cjuick  fuccefHon,  may,  for  a  time,  de- 
light by  their  novelty,  but  they  differ 
from  fyftematical  reafoning,  as  (ingle 
notes  from  harmony,  as  glances  of  light- 
^.  Vang  from  the  radiance  of  the  fun, 
*"  When  rules  are  thus  drawn,  rather 
from  precedents  than  reafon,  there  is 
danger  not  only  from  the  faults  of  an 
r  author,  but  from  the  errors  of  thofe 
who  criticife  his  works  f  iince  they  may 
often  miflead  their  pupils  by  falfe  repre- 
ientations,  as  the  Ciceronians  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century  wen  betrayed  into  bar- 
barians by  corrupt  copies  of  their  dar* 
line  Writer. 

It  is  eftablifhed  at  prcfent,  that  the 
proemial  lines  of  a  poem,  in  which  the 
general  fubjea  is  projpofed,  muft  be  void 
of  glitter  and  embellifliment.  «  The 
«  firft  lines  of  Paradife  Loft,'  fays  Ad- 
difon,  «  are  perhaps  as  plain,  fimple, 
■  and  unadorned,  as  any  of  the  whole 
*  poem,  in  which  particular  the  author 
«  has  conformed  hunfelf  to  the  example 
*•  of  Homers  and  the  precepts  of  Horace' 


C 


This  obfervation  feems  to  have  been 
made  by  an  implicit  adoption  of  the 
conmnon  opinion  without  confideradon 
either  of  the  precept  or  example.  Had 
Horace  been  conlulted,  he  would  have 
been  found  to  dire&  only  what  fhouM 
be  comprifed  in  the  propofition,  not 
how  it  ihould  be  expreitcd,  and  to  have 
commended  *  Homer  in  oppolttion  to  a 
meaner  poet,  not  for  the  gradual  eleva* 
tion  of  his  dif^ion,  but  the  judicious 
cxpanfion  of  his  plan  ;  for  difplaying 
unpromifed  events,  not  for  producing 
unexpefted  elegancies* 

Speciifa  Mtitc  miracuh  fromt, 
Antipbaten  Scyllamjuty  et  cum  Cycl'ipe  Cb^- 
rybdimm 

But  from  a  cloud  of  fmoke  he  breaks  to  light. 
And  pours  his  fpecious  miracles  to  fight) 
Antiphates  his  hideous  feaft  devours, 
y  Charybdis  barks,  and  Polyphemus  roars. 

.  Fkancis* 

If  the  exordial  verfes  of  Homer  be 
compared  with  the  reft  of  the  poem, 
they  will  not  appear  remarkable  for 
plamnefs  or  iimphcity,  but  rather  cmi« 
nently  adorned  and.  illuminated. 

.Kt'^ia.  fxoi  hvim  MtCa-a  W0^i>r{crev,  o^fAoXm 

TTXayx^n,  lay i  Tjw'nc  Jiftv  ^oXUBfVt  lirtffg* 

Tl9\\a  T  cy  h  vivra  traBtf  iXyta,  ev  umiS^ 

BvfdSr, 

AvrZr  yif  o^iliM'tr  eLrarBaUntrtv  oXthi^ 
NnflrtM  01  xawk  glwtv  vi^mkoc  «^<Xmi9 

rShf  A/xdQn  yi,  fliai,  ^vyartf  Awf,  <{«ri  Mt 

The  man,  for  wiiilom^s  various  arts  renown'd. 
Long  cxcrcisM  in  woes,  O  mufe  1  reibund. 
Who,  when  his  arms  had  wrought  the  def- 

tin'd  faU 
Of  facred  Troy,  and  raz'd  her  hcav'o-built 

wall,  V 

Wand'rmg  from  clime  to  clime  obfcrvant 

ftray'd. 
Their  manners  noted,  and  their  ftates  fur- 

vcy'd. 
On  ftormy  fcas,  unnumberM  tolls  he  bore. 
Safe  with  his  friends  to  gain  his  natal  ihore  : 
Vain  toils !  their  impious  folly  dai'd  to  prey 
On  herds  devoted  to  the  god  of  day : 
The  god  vindidive  doomM  them  never  more 
(Ah,  men  unblefsM!)  (o  touch  that  natal 

ihore.  *^. 

O  fnat^h  fome  portion  of  thefe  z€t%  from  f:d&^ 
Celeftial  mufe !  and  to  our  world  relate. 

r^        ;  ri'o'a-* 
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•  ThcfirfttcribcfthcIKadarcinlike 
Planner,  particulaily  fplendtd,  «nd  tke 
propofition  of  the  JSimd  cloiet  with  a 
dignity  and  magnificence  not  often  to  be 
iound  even  in  the  poetry  of  Viygtl. 

The  intent  of  the  iatrodu^ion  is  to 
raiie  ^xpt£hition»  and  fufpetxi  it ;  fome- 
tbing  therefore  muft  be  difcovered^  and 
ibmething  concealed;  and  the  poet, 
mtiiHi/b  the  fertility  gf  his  invention  is  yet 
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mrknowny    may  pra|ieriy  noomntncl 
liimfelf  by  the  grace  of  !■»  laiig«s^« 

He  that  iieveais  too  much,  or  proaaiibt 
too  little  J  he  that  ncrer  irritatci  the  in- 
tdlefhsd  appetite,  or  that  immcctiately 
fatxates  it^  equaNy  defeats  hit  xsmn  pur<^ 
pofc.  Itisneceifary  tothepleafhreoTtht 
reader,  that  tbeevent»  (konki  notbe  antii 
cipated;  and  hovrthcn  canfiitacten^onbt 
invited)  but  by  grandetir  of  cacpreffion?  * 


N'CLIX.    TVESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24,  1751. 


fVNT  TICftBA   ET  TOCIS,    Q^UfTIVS  RVMC   LBHIKK   DOLORZM 
kOtSIS  ST  ItlAGNAM  MOKBI   DZFONZIK  fARTZM* 


Hoa« 


THX  rOW*R    or  WORPS,  AKD  soothing  tOUNPt,   ArPlAtX 
THE   RAOIitC  rAI»,   AND   LXiSJCN  TUK    DItEASZ. 


THE  imbecility  with  which  Vcrc- 
cundultis  complains  that  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  mimerons  aflcmbly  freezes 
his  faculties,  is  particulariy  incident  to 
the  ftudious  part  of  mairlcind,  whofe 
education  neceflarUy  fcclodes  them  in 
their  caily  years  from  mingled  con- 
verife",  till  at  their  difmiflion  from  fchools 
and  academies  they  plunjge  at  once  into 
the  tumult  of  tlie  world,  and  coming 
forth  from  the  gloom  of  iblitude,  are 
overpowered  by  the  blaze  ofpublick 
life. 

It  is  perhaps  kindly  provkled  by  na- 
tui-e,  that,  as  the  feathers  and  ftrength 
of  a  bird  gww  together,  and  her  wings 
^  are  not  complettd  till  (he  is  able  to  fly,  fo 
fbme  proportion  fhould  be  prcferved  in 
the  human  kind  between  juchrment  and 
coaraee  ;  the  precipitation  of  inexperi- 
ence IS  theretore  reifarakie^  by  fhame>' 
and  we  remain  (hackled  by  timidity,  till 
we  have  learned  to  fpeak  and  a6l  with 
propriety. 

I  believe  few  can  review  the  days  of 
dieir  youth,  without  recolle^linfl;  temp- 
tations, which  fhame,  rather  than  vir- 
tue, enabled  them  to  refift  5  and  opi- 
nions which,  however  erroneous  in  their 
prific^pfeey  and  dangerous  in  their  con- 
lequeaces,  they  have  panted  to  advance 
;ft  the  hazard  of  contempt  and  hatred, 
when  they  found  themfiuves  irrefiftihlv 
dtprefled  by  a  langvid  anxiety,  whicn 
feized  them  at  the  moitient  of  utterance, 
aod  ftill  gathered  ftrength  from  their  en- 
deavours to  refifi  it. 

It  generally  happens  that  affurance 


Fbancis* 

keeps  an  even  pace  with  abilky,  and  th6 
fear  of  mifcarriage,  which  hinders  our 
£rft  attempts,  is  gradually  didipated  aft 
our  (kill  advances  towards  certainty  of 
fuccefs^  That  ba(hfulnefs  therelbre 
which  prevents  difgrace,  that  fh<»t  and 
temporaiy  (hame  wnich  fecxuxs  us  from 
the  danger  of  la(ting  reproach,  cannot 
be  properly  counted  among  our  misfor> 
tunes. 

Bafhfulnefs^  however  it  may  incom«i 
mode  for  a  moment,  fcarcely  ever  pro- 
duces evils  of  long  continuance;  it  may 
flufh  the  cheek,  flutter  in  the  heart,  de^ 
jeft  the  eyes,  and  enchain  the  tongue^ 
bnt  it  s  mifchiefs  foon  pafs  of[  witnout 
lemembrance.  It  may  fometimei  e&* 
elude  pleal'ure,  but  ieldom  opens,  any 
averiuc  to  forrow  or  reroprfe. 

It  is  obfa-ved  Ibmewhere,  that  fnJ9, 
have  repenUd  0/  bailing  forborne  tm 
JPeaL 

To  excite  oppoiition,  and  inflame 
malevolence,  is  the  unbappy  privikge 
of  courage  made  arrogant  by  confcioul^ 
neis  of  ilrength.  No  man  finds  ia  Ittm* 
felf  any  inclination  to  attack  oc  oppoie 
him  who  confeifes  his  fuperiority  by 
bluihing  In  his  ^irefence.  Qualities  ex- 
erted with  apparent  fearfubiefs,  reoeivcl 
appiaufc  firm  every  voice,  and  fupport 
from  every  hand.  Diffidence  may  check 
reiblut;ion»  and  obilni£l  performance^ 
but  compenfates  it's  embarraflinents  by 
more  important  advantages)  It  co** 
ciliates  the  proud,  and  foftens  the  fevcflv 
averts  envy  from  excellence^  and  cdl«> 
iure  from  milcarriage. 
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It  may  Indeed  happen  tbat  knowledge 
and  virtue  reiTAin  too  long  congealed 

,  .  hj  thb  frigorifick  power,  at  the  prin- 
aple0  of  ^vegetation  are  fometimes  qb- 

^  ibru^ted  hy  lingering  fi-ofts.  He  that 
enters  late  into  a  puhlick  ftatJon,  diough 
with  all  the  abilities  reouifite  to  the  diT- 
charge  of  hi«  duty,  will  find  his-powers 
at  firft  impeded  by  a  timidity  which  he 
himielf  knows  to  be  vicious,  and  muft 
ftruggle  long  againft  deje^on  and  re- 
juAance,  beiore  he  obtains  the  full  com- 
mand of  his  own  attention,  and  adds  the 
gracefulnefs  of  eafe  to  die  dignity  ^f 
merit. 

For  this.difeafe  of  the  mind  I  know 
not  whether  any  remedies  of  much  ef- 
ficacy can  be  found.    To  advife  a  man 
unaccuftomed  to  the  eyes  of  naultitudes 
to  niount  a  tribunal  without  perturba- 
tton,  to  tell  him  whoie  life  has  pafled  in 
the  ibades  ^f  contemplation,    that  he 
moft  not  be' difconcerred  or  perplexed 
in.  receiving  and  returnine;  the  compli- 
ments of  a  fpleiidid  afiemoly,  is  to  ad- 
/^vife  an  inhabitant  of  Brafd  or  Sumatra 
[    not  to  (hiver  at  an  Engtifii  winter,  qr 
V  him  who  has  always  lived  upon  a'l^in 
\to  look  from  a  precipice  without  e^np- 
fion  •    It  is  to  fuppofe  cuftom  inftantaoe- 
oufly  controllable  by  reafon,  and  to  en- 
deaVdur^o  communicate  by  precast  that 
which  only  time  and  habit  can  beftow. 

He  that  hopes  by  philofopby  andcQn- 
templadon  aione  to  fortify  hirofelf  a- 
gainft  that  awe^tl^hich  all,  at  their  fixtt 
appearance  on  the  ftage  of  life, :  muft 
fed  from  the  fpe6t;itor8,  will;  ^t  ihfi 
hour  of  need,  bt  mod^ed  by  his  refolu- 
tion;  and  I  doubt  whether  the  preierva- 
tives  which  Plato  relates  Alcibiades  to 
have  received  from  Socrates,  when  he 
viras  about  to  fpeak  in  publick,  pitMred 

,      fufHctent  tp  Secure  him  ifrom  the  power- 
ful fafcination. 

,  Yet  as  the  effefts  of  time  may  by  art 
and  induftry  be  accelerated  or  retarded, 
it  cannot  be  improper  to  confid^r  1h>w 
this  troublefome  bmin&.  may  be  opposed 
when  it  exceeds  it*s  juft  proportion, 
^  and  inftead  of.  ropreffing  petulance  and 


temerity,  fitences  eloquenco^  and  debi« 
litates  force}  fince,  though  it  cannot  be 
.hoped  that  anxiety  (hould  be  imme- 
diately diifipated,  it  maybe  at  leift  ibme« 
what  abated  j  and  the  paflions  will  ope- 
rate with  lefs  vioknce,  when  reafon  nfea 
againft  them,  than  while  ihe  either  flum. 
bers  in  neutrality,  or,  miftaking  her  in* 
tereft,  lends  them  her  afliftance. 

No  cauie  more  frequently .  produces 
baihfulnefs  than  too  high  an  opinidn  of 
our  own  importance.  He  that  imagines 
an  aflembly  filled  with  his  merit,  panting 
with  expe^ation,  and  hnihed  with  at* 
tention,  eafily  terrifies  bimfelf  with  the 
dread  i^di^ppointingthem,  and  ftraina 
his  imagination  in  purfuit  of  foreething  • 
'that  may  vindicate  the  veracity  of  ftme» 
and  ihew  that  his  reputat^'on  was  ndt 
gained  by  chance.  He  confiders,  that 
what  he  ihall  (ay  or  do  wiU  never  be 
forgotten;  ti|at  ifigmwn  or  infamy  are 
fufpended  upon  every  fylhble,  and  that 
notning  ought  to  fjall  from' him  which 
will  not  bear  the  teft  of  time*  Undo: 
fuch  (blicitude^  who  can  Wonder  that 
the  mind  is<overwhelmed;  and  by  ftrug* 
^linff  with  attempts  above  her  nrengja^p 
oUickly  finks  into  ianguifiunent  and  de- 
ipond^y^  ,  --V 

The  moft  ufeful  medicines  are  often  ' 
unpleafing  to  the  ^jiftc.  Thofe  who  are 
oppre(&d  by  their  own  repuution,  will 
perhaps  not  be  >eojnfortoi  by  hearing 
that  their  cares  ^re  unnecefiary.  But 
the  troth  IS,  that  no  man  is  mdich  re* 
^^urded  ijy  the'i^ft  of  the  world.  Ha 
;nnt  confiders  how  little  he.<lwells  upon 
the  condition  of  odiers,  will  learn  how 
little  the  attention  of  9thea  is  attracted 
by  himfeif.  While  we  pit  multitudee 
pailing^  before  us,  pf  ^)iom  perhaps  not 
'one  appears  to  defei-ye  our  notice,  or  ex- 
cite pur  fym^thyy  we  fhould  remei||- 


ber^that  we  likewife  ace  loft  in  the  fame 
throng;  that  the  eye  which  happens  to 
glance  upon  us  is  turned  in  a  moment 
on  him  tW  ^fo'lows  us,  and  that  die  ut- 
moft  which'  we  can  realbnably  hope  or 
fear,  is  to  fill  a  vacant  hour  with  prat* 
tie,  and  be  forgotten.    ' 


END    bF    THE    THIRD    VOLUME. 
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B1AIT9  or  SACB  XIItB  TBBJB  FgLLOWt  SfAlB) 
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•  fTpHE  world,*  fayt  Locke,  «  hat 
JL  <  people  of  all  forts/  At  In  the 
general  hun^r  produced  by  thefuperflui- 
ties  of  fome,  and  neceiTities  of  othert, 
no  man  need  to  ftand  ftill  for  want  of 
employment,  fo  in  the  innumerable  gra- 
dationt  of  abilitVf  and  endlefs  varietiet 
of  ftudy  and  inclination,  no  employment 
can  be  vacant  for  want  of  a  man  quali- 
.fied  todifchargeit. 

Such  it  probably  the  natural  ftate  of 
the  univerie,  but  it  it  fo  much  deform- 
ed by  intereft  and  paHfion,  that  the  be- 
nefit  of  this  adaptation  of  men  to  things 
it  not  always  perceived •  The  folly  or 
indisence  of  tnofe  who  fet  their  fervicet 
to  fale,  inclines  them  to  boaft  of  quali- 
fications which  tbev  do  not  poflefs,  and 
attempt  bufinefs  wnich  they  do  not  uii* 
derftand ;  and  thev  who  have  the  power 
of  ai&ening  to  others  the  x^Jk  of  life, 
are  fefdom  honeft  or  feldom  happy  in 
their  nominations.  Patrons  are  corrupt- 
ed by  avarice,  cheated  by  credulity,  or 
overpowered  by  re(ift)ei»  foltcitation. 
They  are  fomeumes  too  ftronj^ly  influ« 
'cnceo  by  honeft  prejudices  of  friendfliip, 
or  the  prevalence  of  virtuous  compaffion  • 
For,  whatever  cool  reafon  may  dire6(» 
it  is  not  eafy  for  a  man  of  tender  and 
Icrupulous  goodnafii  to  overlook  the  im» 
mediate  twBt  of  his  own  anions,  by 
turning  hit  eyes  upon  remoter  confe- 
quencet,  and  to  do  that  which  muft 
pive  prefent  pain,  for  the  fake  of  obviat* 
mg  evil  yet  unfelt,  or  lecurin^  advan* 
ta^e  in  ume  to  come.  What  is  diftant 
h  la  itftlf  oUciirci  and^  when  we  have 


no  wi(h  to  fee  it,  cafly  efcapet  our  ito*. 
tice,  or  ukes  fuch  a  form  at  defire  or 
imagination  beftows  upon  it. 

Bvery  roan  might  for  the  fame  reafoif » 
in  the  multitudes  that  fwarm  about  him» 
find  fome  kindred  mind  with  which  he 
could  unite  in  confidence  and  friend(hip| 
yet  we  fee  many  ftrageling  fingle  about 
the  world,  unhappy  lor  want  of  an  af- 
fociate,  and  pining  with  the  neceflity  of 
confining  their  fentiments  to  their  owa 
bofoms.  ' 

The  inconvenience  arifet  in  like  man*- 
ner  firom^ruggles  of  the  willagainft 
the  underftanding*  It  is  not  often  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  luitable  companion^  if 
every  man  would  be  content  with  fucl^ 
as  he  is  qualified  to  pleafe.  But  if  vanity 
tempts  him  to  forfake  his  rank,  and  i^oSl 
bimfelf  among  thofe  with  whom  no  com- 
mon  intereft  or  mutual  pleafure  can  ever 
unite  him,  he  muft  always  live  in  a  ftate 
of  unibcial  reparation,  without  tjcnder* 
nefs  and  without  truft.  ' 

There  are  many  natures  which  cati 
never  approach  within  a  certain  diftance, 
and  which,  when  any  irregular  motive 
impels  them  towards  €ontaft«  fcem  to  * 
ftart  back  from  each  other  by  fome  jn-^ 
vincible  repulfion.  There  are  otbera 
which  immediately  cohere  whenever  they 
come  into  the  reach  of  mutual  attrac* 
tton,  and  with  very  little  formality  of 
preparation  mingle  intimately  as  fooo  as 
they  meet.  Every  man,  whom  either 
bufinefs  or  curiofity  has  thrown  at  lar^e 
into  the  world,  will  recollcft  maoy  in* 
ftaficct  of  fondnefs  and  diflike,  which 
Z  a  a>  hav 


3^4 

hive  forced  themfidvei  npon  him  vidi- 
out  the  iimrveniion  ef  tU  {netgmemi 

of  4lfpeutitQLte  .^l'^^   y^  '^^  •TflW 

otberty  when  ne  could  aihgn  no  reaTon 
for  the  preference,  or  none  adequate  to 
the  violence  of  hit  paifions;  of  tnfloenct 
tiiata^bd  inftantaneoufly  upon  hit  mim^ 
and  wltich  no  argumenu  or  perfoafionfl 
could  ever  overcone* 

Amontf  thoib  whh  whom  time  and 
intercourle  have  made  us  famiRar,  we 
feel  our  affe^tioni  divided  indifferent 
liropqrtioot  without  much  r^^ard  to  mo- 
ral  or  intelledual  merit.  %tttj  m^n 
knows  fome  whom  he  cannot  induce 

^  himiUf  to  truft,  though  be  hit  no  rea* 
fon  to  fu^€k  that  they  would  betray 
liim's  ^^  ^o  whom  he  cannot  complain, 
though  he  never  obTqrved  them  to  want 
compaffion  i  thoie  in  whofe  preience  Be 
never  can  be  gay,  though  excited  by 
invitations  to  mirth  and  Treedom  $  and 
thofe  from  whom  he  cannot  be  content 
to  receive  tnftruftion,  though  they  never 
in(blted  hit  ignonmce  by  contempt  or 
oftetatation. 
That  much  reMrd  is  to  be  had  to 

>  thbib  inftinfts  of  lindnefs  and  dillike, 
or  that  ftafoti  fhould  blindly  follow 
them,  I  am  faf  from  intending  to  in- 
culcate t  it  is  very  certain  that  by  ivi- 
dulgence  we  may  give  them  ftrength 
which  they  have  not  from  nature,  and 
almoft  every  example  of  ingratitude  and 
treachery  proves,  that  by  obeying  them 
we  may  commit  our  happinefs  to  thofe 
who  are  very  unworthy  of  fo  great  a 
truft.  ButitmaydefervetoblK^niark- 
ed,  that  fince  few  contend  fnudi  with 
their  inclinations,  it  is  ^nerally  vain  to 
folicit  the  gOod.will  ot  thoft  whom  we 
perceive  thus  invohrhtarily  alienated 
tiiom  08 1  neither  knowledge  nor  virtue 
wUlreconcile  antipathy,  and  though  of- 
iiciou^hefs  may  for  a  time  be  admitted, 
ind  dilieence  applauded,  they  will  at 
laftbedifmiiftd  with  coldnef^,  or  dif- 
conraged  by  negle6^« 

Some  have  indeed  on  occult  power  of 
f^alhorg  upon  the  affeftions,  of  excit- 
ing univerfal  benevolence,  an<)  difpofing 
every  heart  to  fondnefs  and  friendOipp. 
But  this  is  a  felicity  gianted  only  to  the 
favourites  of  nature.  The  greater  pait 
of  mankind  find  a  different  reception 
from  diffh-ent  difpoiitions ;  they  Some- 
times* obuin  nnexpe^ed  careiTes  from 
thofe  whom  they  never  flattered  wiih 
uncoinmon  regard,  and  fometimes  ex- 
hauft'all  their  art^  of  pleaiing  without 
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tScSU  To  theft  it  ieaeceffiinr  tokek 
t^UAd  and  tttetnftwty  bresft  |a  wfeint 
tnc^  nUu  Ttftue  teuBciest  mc  the  reuPr- 
dation  of  fnendihip }  to  enter  into  the 
crowd,  and  try  whom  chance  will  offer 
to  their  notice,  till  they  Bx  on  fome  tem- 
per congenial  to  their  own,  as  die  magA 
net  rolled  in  the  dull  collefts  the  frag- A  . 
Bents  of  il*t  kindred  metal  from  aelBu*  / /' 
tind  partieki  of  other  ibbftances*     .      -^ 

Every  man  muft  have  remarked  the 
facility  with  which  the  kindnefs  of  others 
is  fometimea  ffaiaed  by  thoie  to  whona 
be  never  tiould  hhve  imparted  his  own. 
We  are  by  our  oocupations,  education^ 
and  habits  of  life,  divided  almoft  into 
different  fpiciet,  wlbch  regard  one  aii^ 
ther  for  the  moft  pert  with  Icbrn  aiid 
malignity.  Eachofthefeclaffcsof  the 
human  race  has  defires,  fears,  and  con- 
verfation,  vexations,  and  merriment^ 
peculiar  to  itftlf  $  cares  wMch  another 
tiimol  fM  ;  i^tafhres  ^hich  he  cannot 
partake  i  and  modes  of  expreifing  evecv . 
fenfation  whith  he  cannot  underftaiidL 
That  frolick  which  Ihakes  one  man 
with  laeghter,  will  convullb  anotheir 
with  indignation;  the  drain  of  |oculariiy 
which  in  one  pl&ce  obuins  titats  and 
patronage,  would  in  another  be  heard 
with  indifference,  and  in  a  third  with, 
abhorrence. 

To  raife  eftedn  we  muft  benefit  others } 
to  procure  love  we  muft  uleate  theio. 
Ahftotle  obferves,  that  old  i*^  donot 
readily  form  friehdthwt,  becauftthey 
are  not  eafily  forceptibte  of  pleafure. 
He  that  can  contribute  to  the  hilarity  of 
the  vacant  hour,  or  partake  with  equal 
guft  the  favourite  amufement,  he  wholb 
mind  is  employed  on  the  fame  Sh}eAs, 
and  who  therefoi^  never  harafles  the  un- 
derftandiog  whh  unaccuftomed  ideas, 
will  be  welcomed  with  ardour,  and  left 
with  regret,  unleft  be  deftioye  ihaSt  re- 
commendations by  fauTts  with  whicb 
peace  and  fecuriQr  cannot  confift. 

It  were  happy  if,  in  forming  friend- 
fhips,  vhVOi.e  could  concur  with  pleafure^ 
bat  the  greateft  part  of  htiman  gratifi- 
catioDs  approach  fo  near^y  to  vice,  thstt 
fbw  >»bo  make  the  deligfht  of  othere 
their  rule  of  tbnddft,  can  kvoid  difio- 
genuous  compliances  ;  yet  certainly  be 
that  fuffers  himfelf  tobe  driven  or  ail6r- 
ed  from  virtue,  miltakes  his  oWn  Int^- 
reft,  lince  he  gains  fuccdur  by  means, 
for  which  his  friend,  if  ever  he  becomee' 
wife,  miift  fcorn  him,  and  for  which  at 
Uift  ne  muft  fcora  himfelf •  __ 
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STI» 


YOU  liif«  fMrtnerly  obierved  that 
curMty  ofttn  terminatet  in  bar. 
nm  kiiowkdget  and  ^hat  the  mind  b 
prMfipiakl  Cb  ftudy  and  enquiry  nttbir 
by  the  mieafinefs  «f  iMorance,  than  the 
bdpc^  of  pMiit.  Homing  can  be  of  left 
uMportanee  to  any  fnHbat  inte^ft  than 
the  fortune  of  tbofe  who  have  been  long 
loft  in  the  gnure,  and  from  whom  no- 
thing now  can  be  hoped  or  feared.  Yet 
to  toufe  the  aeal  of  atme  antiquary,  little ' 
more  is  necetfary  than  to  mention  a 
name  which  mankind  have  conrpired  to 
lbi|pet{  he  will  make  hie  way  to  i«mote 
fcenee  of  aftiOn  through  oblbirity  and 
•ontmdi6Hon,  at  Tally  ibught  amidft 
Ihifheft  and  hrambleithe  lomb  of  Archi* 
meoet* 

tt  18  not  ea(y  to  dfifcover  how  it  con- 
cerns hiM  that -gathers  the  produce,  or 
receives  the  rHit  of  an  eftate,  to  know 
through  what  families  the  land  has  paf- 
Mf  who  (s  rtgMered  in  the  Conqueror^s 
ihrVey  a»  it*a  po#eflbr,  how  often  it  has 
been  forfeited  bytreafon>  or  how  often 
fold  by  DFodigality.  The  power  or 
wealth  or  the  pitttnt  inhabitants  of  a 
country  cannot  be  much  incmied  by  an 
enquiry  after  the  names  of  thofe  bar- 
bnnans  who  deftroyed   one   another 


/-worn 
/    toufl 


t0tnty  centuries  MOt  in  coot^s  for 
the  fhelter  of  woods  or  convenience  of 
Mdhnage.  Vet  we  iee  that  no^man  can 
be  «t  mt  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  new 
purchafe  till  he  has  learned  the  hiftory 
of  his  grounds  from  the  ancient  inha* 
bitants  oftheparifli,  and  that  no  nation 
omits  to  mcord  the  a6yons  of  their  an- 
oeftors,  howcvci'  Uoooyf  favt^Oi  and 
nipncioua. 

The  (kae  diGMfitioii,as  diiferent  op- 
fommkiQS  call  it  forth,  di(bovers  itfclf 
m  gmat  or  little  things.  I  ha^alwaya 
iwaght  k  oRwonhy  of  a  wife  man  10 
(lumbar  in  total  inaoivityy  only  becauit 
be  iiappens  ao  han^  no  employment 
.oqual  so  hia  ambittan  or  geaios  $  it  is 
tnreforamf  cuftom  ta  apfriy  my  atten* 


tion  to  the  obje^  before  moy  and  as 
cannot  think  any  .place  wholly  «mwor« 
thy  of  notice  that  affords  a  habitation  to 
a  man  of  letterS}  I  have  colle^led  tho 
hiiory  and  antiquities  of  the  ^eqd 
garrets  in  which  I  have  refided. 


How  ifluU  to  odierty  but  howptat  to  me! 

Many  of  thefe  narradves  my  induftry 
has  been  able  to  extend  to  a  confiderablo 
length  {  but  the  woman  with  whom  I 
now  lodge  has  lived  only  eighteen  months 
in  the  houfe,  and  can  give  no  account  of 
it^s  ancient  rovolutions  $ .  the  plaifterer 
havin^^  at  her  entrance,  obliterated,  by 
his  white-waii,  all  the  fmoky  memorials 
which  former  tenants  had  left  upon  tho 
cieling,  and  perhaps  drawn  the  ve|l  of 
oblivion  over  poiiticiaas,  philoibpbers^ 
and  poets. 

When  I  firft  cheapened  mv  lodgings, 
die  landlady  told  me,  that  ihe  hc^ied  I 
was  not  an  author,  for  the  lodgers  oa 
the  iirft  floor  bad  ftipulated  that  the  up. 
per  rooms  ihould  not  be  occupied  by  a 
noify  trade.  I  very  readily promifed  to 
cive  no  diftfrbance  to  her  family,  and 
toon  difpatched  a  bargain  on  the  ufual 


I  bad  not  ikpt  many-  nights  in  my 
new  apartment  before  I  began  to  en- 
quire after  my  predeceflbrs,  and  found 
my  landlady,  wnoCt  ima^nation  is  filled 
^iefiy  with  her  own  affairs,  very  ready 
to  give  me  information. 

Curioftty,  like  all  other  deiires.  pro^ 
duces  pain  as  well  as  pleafure.  Before 
Ihe  b^n  her  narrative,  I  had  heated  my 
head  with  ekpe6lation8  of  adventures 
and  tfifcov^es,  of  elegance  in  difguife, 
and  learning  indiftrefs;  and  was  lom^- 
what  mortified  when  I  heard  that  the 
£rft  tenant  was  a  tailor,  of  whom- no- 
thing  was  remembered  but  that  he  com- 
plained of  his  room  for  vmat  of  lights 
and  after  hayiag  lod^d  in  it  a  month, 
and  paid  only  a  weck*8  rent,  pawned  a 
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piece  of  cloth,  which  he  was  trufttd  to 
cut  out,  ajid  was  forced  to  make  a  pre* 
cipiute  retreat  from  this  quarter  of  the 
town. 

The  next  was  a  young  woman  newly 
arrived  from  thecouiiUy,  who  lived  for 
live  weeks  witl\  gfcat  regularity,  and  be- 
came by  frequent  tipcats  very  much  the 
fem>urite  of  the  family,  but  at  laft  re- 
ceived vifits  fo  frequently  from  a  coufin 
in  Cbeapiide,  that  flie  brought  the  re- 
putation  of  the  houfe  into  danger,  and 
was  therefore  diimifled  wiih  good  ad- 
vice. 

The  room  then  ftood  empty  for  a  fort- 
Btgfatimy  landlady  began  to  think  that 
ht  had  judged  haidly,  knd  often  wiflied 
for  fuch  another  lodger.  At  laft  an 
elderly  man  of  a  grave  afpea  read  the 
bill,  and  bargained  for  the  room  at  the 
▼cry  firft  price  that  was  alked.  He  lived 
in  clofc  retirement,  fddom  went  out  till 
evening,  and  then  returned  early,  fome- 
thneft  cheerful,  and  at  other  times  de- 
jeded.  It  was  remarkable,  that  what- 
ever he  purchafed,  he  never  had  finall 
money  in  his  pockety  and  though  cool 
and  temperate  on  other  occafions,  was 
always  vehement  and  ftormy  till  he'rc- 
•erved  his  change.  He  paid"  his  rent 
with  great  exa£\nefs,  and  feldom  failed 
once  a  week  to  requite  my  landlady's 
civility  with  a  fupper.  At  laft,  fuch  is 
the  fate  of  human  felicity,  the  houfe 
was  alarmed  at  midnight  by  the  confta- 
ble,  who  demanded  to  fearch  the  gar- 
rets. My  landlady  afTuring  him  that 
be  had  miftaken  the  door,  conduced 
bim  up  ^irs,  where  he  found  the  tools 
of  a  coinerj  but  the  tenant  had  crawled 
along  the  roof  to  an  empty  houle,  and 
efcaped  5  much  to  the  joy  of  my  lan«^- 
lady,  who  declares  him  a  very,  honeft 
man,  and  wonderswhy  any  bojfy  (hould 
be  hanged  for  making  money  when  fuch 
nu  mbers  are  in  want  of  it.  She  however 
confcffes  that  fhe  (hall  for  the  future 
always  qucftion  the  charafter  of  thofc 
who  take  her  garret  without  beating 
down  the  price. 

The  bill  was  then  placed  again  in  the 
window,  and  the  poor  woman  wasteazed 
for  feven  weeks  by  innunoerable  pafien* 
gers,  who  obligra  her  to  climb  with 
them  every  hour  up  five  ftories,  and  then 
diiliked  the  profpeft,  bated  the  noife  of 
ft  publick  ftreet,  thought  the  ftairs  nar- 
row, objcftcd  to  a  low  cielmg,  required 
the  walls  to  be  hung  with  frefti  paper, 
aOxd  queftioQf  abou(  the  seighbeur- 


hood,  could  not  think  of  living  £9  fur 
from  their  acquaintance,  wiihedthe  win- 
dows hacf  looked  to.thft  ibutb. rather 
than  the  weft,  told  how  the  door  and 
chim  oey  ihkrht  have  been  better  difpoied, 
bid  her  half  the  price  that  iheaiked,  or 
promifed  to  give  her  earneft  the  next 
day,  and  came  no  more. 

At  laft,  a  flibrt  nseagre  mftti,  in  atar- 
niOied  waiftcoat,'  defired  to  fee  the  gar- 
ret, and  when  he  had  ftipulated  for  two 
long  (helves,  and  a  large  table,  bired  it 
at  a  low  rate*  When  the  aftair  was 
completed^  he  looked  itmnd  him  with 
great  fatisfaAion,  and  repeated  ibme 
words  which  th^  woman  did  not  tmder- 
ftand.  In  two  days  he  brought  a  great 
box  of  books,  took  pofleflion  of  his 
room,  and  lived  very  moffenfively,  ex« 
cept  that  he  frequently  difturbed  the  in- 
habitants of  the  next  floor  by  unieafon- 
able  noifes.  He  was  generally  in  bed 
at  noon,  but  from  evenmg  to  midnight 
be  fomettraes  talked  aloud  with  great 
vehemence,  iometimes  ftamped  as  in 
rage,  fometimes  threw  down  his  poker, 
then  clattered  bis  chairs,  thei\  iat  down' 
in  deep  thought,  and  again  burft  out  in- 
to loud  vociferations)  fomttimes  be 
would  figh  as  opprefTed  with  miiery,and 
fometimes  ibakje  with  convulfivc  laugh- 
ter. When  he  encountered  any  of  the 
family,  he  gave  way  or  bowed,  but  rare- 
ly fpoke,  except  that  as  be  went  up 
ftairf  he  often  repeated-— 

Tbtt  habitant  th*  aerial  regions  boaft« 

Hard  words,  to  which  bis  neighbourt 
liftened  fo  often,  that  they  learned  tbem 
wiibout  underftanding  them..  .What 
was  bis  employment  (he  did  not  venttire 
to  afk  him,  but  at  laft  heard  a  printer** 
boy  enquire  for  the  author* 

My  landlady  was  very  often  advifol 
to  beware  of  this  ftrange  man,  who, 
though  he  was  quiet  for -the  ptdent, 
might  perhaps  become  outrageous  intbe 
hot  months;  but  as  (he  was  pnnflually 
paid,  (he  could  not  find  any  fufficient 
leaibn  for  difmiifins  him,  till  on^  night 
he  convinced  her,  by  fetting  fire  to  bis 
curtains,  that  it  was  not  (afe  to  have  an 
author  for  her  inmate. 

She  had  then  for  fix  weeict  a  fuccef* 
fion  of  tenants,  who  left  the  houfe  on 
Saturday,  and  inftead  of  paying  their 
rent,  ftormed  at  their  landlady.  At 
laft  ibe  took  in  tw9fito$9  9ni  ofwbdm 
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WHAT  .     Otn,    ANIl  «1CH,    AN1>  CHXlDttS8  TOO. 
AHD  YET  BBLIBTB   TOUa   FBIENDg  AtE  TBWE? 

TBOTH  MIGHT  FEBMAM  TO  THO«,  BELONG.      ' 
TO  TH08E  WHO  LOT'D  yo0  FOOB  AKO  YOUNG; 
9Vr,    TRUST  ME,    POR  THE  KEF  YOU  HAVE, 
r"*y  I.L  lOVE  YOB  DEABIY-^.K  YO0.  «. 


-IK  YOOB  GBAYI, 


Mabt, 


F.  LswTt. 


under  the  dircaion  of  ^Js     Zthl  Sert  all  rf..1^    '^'^ ""'  •'^a'"??^*  ^"^ 

cannot  regulate  his  conduab;  his  own  «fu™ HL^     ^""'^^  ^^*'"?  ^"^  ^^^ 

knowledgf/butmuftlieatVh/mercvT^  lit?    ^^^/'•^Pf^'^^   ^f  "evades  any 

fonT  thfiJ^^'fT^'  ""?u"^-   ^*'-  *"'*'  "><»  Uyin/down  unbidden  the     • 

tofoiwde^te^"^  weapproacU  for  every  attempt  »  wi2ft  them  from 

^Xfc«  W  "Vr  *'?  "''^;  **^''  *•»"<»»•     ^en  eminent  for  fph?t 

STnT  E^  h^r  ?"''  '"V*  *  f'^"'.-  '^<>«™-»T'  pupillage,  anS  fuffer  their  live, 

uWeft  and  unemployed,  ,»  nearly  the  and  their  choice  to  be  regulat<S  by  W! 

c,*m. .,  .     ,     ,  ,  fuftintuout  ftopidity. 

•flinrt  Jf  ^"^"Stofmin.  that  the         This  unrefilfting  acquiefeence  in  the 

«X  /      ?^  '1  '^"J""  '?.'""=''  "=-  determination  of  others'may  be  the  con- 

garded  a.  «tema   and  accidental  ap-  feqtience  of  application  to  fome  fti.dy  re. 

S^^?,'-        «!!?"  ^»»>on  of  trifling  tnote  from  the  beaten  track  of  life,,  fon,. 

orciunftancw.  a  flight  changeof  form  by  employment  which  doesnot  allow  leifml 

an  artificial  dreft,  or  a  cafnal  differen/e  for'^fuflScient  hifpeaion  of  thofc  nmt 

rf  Warance,  by  a  new  light  and  f.tu-  aflTaira  by  which  nature  has  decrJS^ 

anon,  wUl  conciliate  affeaion  or  excite  great  part  of  our  duration  to  be  Svj* 

abhorrence,  and  dptennine  ua  to  pnrfae  To  a  mind  thus  withdrawn  from  c '     • 

"L2-  "    r  •    ^""^  ■"•"  «»nfi<*e"  a  mon  objea«,  iti»moreelimbleto»,I?~ 

ntcmty  of  compliance  with  any  will  on  the  prudence  of  anothv,  than^^** 

iMthu  own,  at  the  loweft  ftate  of  ign»-  **foSei  trttj  uument  to  flight  i^  **« 

yG00g(?PtiiB«»,'^ 
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nipt  tons*  The  Aibmiffibn  w^ich  fuch 
confidence  reqtiires,i«  paid  witboatpaiay 
btcaufe  it  implies  no  confeffion  of  infe- 
Horitv.  The  buiinefs  from  which  we 
withdraw  oor  cogniiance,  it  nor  above 
ear  abilitiet ,  bat  bdow  our  notice.  We 
pfeafe  our  pride  with  the  effect  of  our 
nilluence  thus  weakly  exerted,  and  fancy 
•oHelvet  placed  in  a  higher  orb,  from 
which  we  regulate  fubordinate agents  by 
a  flight  and  diibnt  foperintendence. 
But  whatever  vanity  or  abflra^on  may 
luggeft»  no  man  can  fafely  do  that  by 
othera  which  might  be  done  by  himfelf  $ 
be  thA  indulges  negligence  will  quickly 
become  ignorant  ofhis  own  affairs  j  and 
be  that  trufts  without  referve  will  »t  laft 
be  deceived. 

It  is  however  imjpoflible  but  that»  as 
the  attention  tends  ftrojigly  towards  one 
thing,  it  nuift  retire  from  another ;  and 
be  that  omits  the  care  of  domfftick  bu« 
finefs,  becaufe  he  isengrofled  by  enqui- 
ries of  more  importance  to  manlund,  hat 
at  leafl  the  merit  of  fuffering  in  a  good 
caufe.  But  there. are  many  who  can 
plead  no  fuch  extenuation  of  their  folly ) 
who  fliake-offthe  burthen  of  their  fta. 
tion» not  tbatthey  may  (bar  with lefs in- 
cumbrance to  the  htights  of  knowledge 
or  virtue,  but  that  they  qoay  loiter  at  eale 
and  fleep  in  quiet  \  and  who  CtleSk  for 
friendttiip  and  confidence  not  the  faith- 
ful and  the  virtuous,  but  the  foft,  the 
civil,  and  compliant. 

This  opennefs  to  flattery  is  the  com- 
mon dilgrace  of  declining  life.  When 
men  feelweakners  increafing  on  them, 
they  naturally  defire  to  reft  fr9m  the 
llraggles  of  contradldion,  the  fatigue 
of  reafooine,  the  anxiety  of  circum- 
fpeAionj  when  theyare  hourly  torment- 
ed with  pains  ami  diitafcs,  they  are  un- 
able  to.  bear  any  new  difturbance,  and 
coofider  all  oppofition  as  an  addition  to 
mifery,  of  which  they  feel  already  more 
than  they  can  patiently  endure.  Thus 
defirous  of  peace,and  thus  fearfulof paiof 
the  old  man  Seldom  enquires  after  any 
other  qualities  in  thofe  whom  he  caref- 
fes,  than  quicknefs  in  coojeAuring  his 
6^firc9f  adivity  in  fupplying  his  wants, 
dexterity  in  intercepting  complaints  be- 
fore they  approach  near  enough  to  dif- 
turb  him,  flexibility  to  his  pre(imt  hu- 
mour, fubmiflion  tohafly  petolaace,^and 
attention  to  weanibme  narrations.  By 
•  theie  arts  alone  many  have  been  able  to 
defeat  the  claiatDf  kiodad  aaditf  bic- 


rit,  and  to  enrich  thenfelref  with  pit. 
ients  and  leeaciet. 

Thrafybulus  inherited  a  large  for- 
tune, and  augmented  it  by  the  revenues 
of  feveral  lucrative  employments,  whidi 
he  difcharged  with  honour  and  dexterity* 
He  was  at  laft  wife  enoush  toconfider^ 
that  life  fliould  w>t,  be  devoted  wholly 
to  accumulation,  and  therefore  retiring 
to  his  eftate,  applied  himfelf  to  dit 
education  of  his  cnildren,  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  domeftick  happinefs. 

He  pafled  feveral  yeara  in  this  pleaiing 
amufement,  and  faw  hia  care  amply  re- 
compenfed  \  his  daughters  wen  cele* 
brated  for  modefty  and  elesance,  and 
his  fons  for  learning,  prudence,  and 
fpirit.  In  Mme  the  eegernefs  with  which 
the  ntighbonring  gentlemen  courted  his 
aUianoe,  obliged  aim  to  refign  his  daugh- 
ters to  other  families  s  the  vivacity  aad 
curiofity  of  his  fons  hurried  them  out  of 
mrfl  privacy  into  the  open  world*  from 
whence  they  had  not  toon  an  inclina- 
tion to  return.  This  however  he  bad 
alwavs  hoped ;  he  plealed  himiblf  with 
the  inccefs  of  his  fcbemes,  and  felt  no 
inconvenience  from  folitude  till  an  apo- 
plexy deprived  him  of  his  wife. 

Thrafybulus  had  now  no  cogipaajoiis 
and  the  o^aladies  of  inaea£ng  years  biv 
iag  taken  from  him  much  of  the  powir 
4>f  proctiring  amuiement  for  himftlf,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  procure  (bme  in- 
ferior friend  who  might  eafe  him  of  bis 
economical  fb)icituda»  ^A  divert  him 
by  checiful  coaverlation.  All  thdf^ 
qualities  he  A>on  recoUeded  in  Vafer,  a 
clerk  in  one  of  the  offices  over  which  he 
had  formerly  ]»rcfided.  Va£(r  was  m* 
vited  10  vim  his  old  patron,  aad  hd^g 
by  his  ibtioo  acquainted  with  l^e  pn- 
fent  modes  of  life,  and  by  conftaat  prac* 
tice  dextrous  io  bufinefs,  enterduAfd 
.  him  with  io  many  novelties,  and  £»  f*^ 
dily  difentsngled  his  affiurs,  that  h* 
was  deiired  to  reiupi  his  clsffcflup,  Md 
acccept  a  liberal  falary  in  the  houft  pf 
Thrafybulus. 

Vafer  having  alwavs  lived  in  aftaieof 
dependance,  was  well  verfed  in  the  arts 
by  which  favour  is  obtained,  and  could 
without  repugnance  or  hefitauoiiacCMl- 
modate  himielf  to  every  ciprief*  U<1 
echo  every  opinion.  He  never  doilhlfd 
but  to  be  convinced,  nor  ettempW  ep* 
fofition  hot  to  flattnr  ThmArbuwt  vith 
the  pleafiire  of  a  riAor;.  Br  Ihit  pnv:- 
cte  |i«  found  hia  wny  ktofei  p««^'« 
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Wart,  and  having  lirft  made  btmfelf 
agraeable»foon  became  important.  His 
infidicrat  diligence,  by  which  the  lazineft 
of  age  was  gratified,  engroflfed  the  ma- 
nagement of  af&ira;  and  his  petty  offices 
of  civility,  and  occafional  interceilions, 
perfuaded  the  tenants  to  oohfider  him  as 
their  friend  and  bcnefaAor,  and  to  en* 
treat  his  enforcement  of  their  reprefenta- 
tions  of  hard  years,  and  his  coimtenance 
to  ptdttons  for  abatement  of  rent. 

Thraf}bii]us  had  now  banqueted  on 
'iattery,  till  he  could  no  longer  bear  the 
harfiiBefs  of  remonftrance»  or  the  infipi- 
dity  of  \ruth.  AH  contrariety  to  bis 
own  opinion  (hocked  him  like  a  violation 
of  fbme  natural  right,  and  all  recom- 
inendation  of  his  a&irs  to  his  own  in* 


fpeAion  was  ditided  by  him  at  a  l\mi« 
mons  to  tortute.  Hi»  children  wcte 
alarmed  by  the  fudden  riches  of  Vafer^ 
but  their  complaints  were  heard  by  th^ ' 
father  with  impatience,  as  the  refult  oT 
a  confpiracy  againft  his  quiet,  and  a  dt* 
iign  to  condemn  him,  for  thw  own  ad- 
vantage, to  groan  out  his  laft  hoursha' ' 
perplexity  and  drudgery.  The  dauffh* 
ters  retired  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  but 
the  fon  continued  his  importunidk  till 
he  found  his  inheritance  haxarded  by  his' 
obftinacy.  Vafertriumphed  overall  their 
efforts,  and  continuing  to  confirm  him- 
(elf  in  authority,  at  the  death  of  his  ma- 
tter purchafed  an  e^ate,  and  badedcfiaiict 
to  enquiry  and  juftice. 


N«>  CLXin.    TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  8,  1751. 

MiTTi  luriaaA  vati  fastidia,  triMQjirK  caovcam 

9Ktr.JC%i  ¥1VB  TIBI,   MAM  MOXllEl  TXaX* 

SamcA. 


vow  TO  NO  rATaON*S  IN80i.XMCI$  aiLT 

OM  NO  FBAIL  MOP£S,  IN  FtatOOM  LXYS  AND  DIX* 


F.IfBWII* 


NONE  of  thecrueUiesexerciredby 
wealth  and  power  ui>on  indigence 
and  dependance  is  more  mifchievout  in 
it*s  coniequences,  or  more  frequently 
prafUfed  with  wanton  negligence,  than 
the  encouragement  of  ex  peoations  which 
art  never  to  be  gratified,  and  the  elation 
and  depreifion  of  the  heart  by  needlefs 
▼iciflitudes  of  hope  and  difappointment. 

Every  man  is  rich  or  poor,  according 
Id  the  proportion  between  his  deiires  and 
enjoyments {  any  enlargement  of  wifhes 
is  therefore  equally  deftnjflive  to  hap- 
pinefs  with  the  diminution  of  (MiiTefrion; 
and  be  that  teaches  another  to  long  for 
Hrhat  he  never  (hall  obtain,  is  no  lefs  aq 
tnemy  to  his  quiet,  than  if  he  had  robbed 
him  of  part  of  his  patrimony. 

But  reprefentations  thus  refined  ex- 
hibit no  adeouate  idea  of  the  guilt  of 
pretended  fnendfhipi  of  artifices  by 
vrhich  f<llowers  are  attracted  only  to 
decorate  the  retinue  of  pomp,  and  iwell 
the  (hout  of  popularity,  and  to  be  dif- 
Biifled  with  contempt  and  ignominy, 
when  their  leader  has  fucoeeded  or  mif- 
carried,  when  he  is  (ick  of  (how,  and 
weary  of  noife.  While  a  man,  infatu- 
ated with  the  promifcs  of  greatnefs, 
wattes  his  hours  and  days  in  attendance 
ii^  iblickitioDt  the  honcft  opportuni* 


ties  of  improvin|^  his  condition  pafs  by 
without  his  notice)  hene^le^s  to  cul*^ 
tivate  his  own  barren  foil,  becaufe  ho 
expc^^s  every  moment  to  be  placed  in 
rei^ionsof  fpontaneous  fertility)  and  is 
feldom  roufed  from  his  delufion,  but  bj 
the  gripe  of  difbefs  which  he  cannot  re- 
fifl,  and  the  fenfe  pf  evils  which  cannot 
be  remedied. 

The  punifhment  of  Tanttlus  in  Ac 
infernal  regions  affords  a  jufl  image  of 
hunccry  (ervility,  flattered  with  the  ap- 
proach of  advantage,  doomed  to  \o&  iV 
before  it  comes  into  his  reach,  alwaye 
within  a  few  days  of  felicity,  and  always 
(inking  ba^k  to  his  former  wants. 

KtU  ft|yTilrr«X«viMt7}«y;^«Xlw*lX>4  fy«*V» 
tnZrc  H  h-^Att**  «rtif ty  ^  vx  if;i^fr  fXM*d<tf •  ' 

wo0>a>l 
Ahi(ia  i  ttf^wrnXm  JUtT^xt^^  X^*  ««{wdv» 

TiQ  ^'  Sinid^  fivAt^m  iced  ri^ta  ^xMa^ 

*  I  faw,'  fays  Homer's  UlyflTts,  « the 

*  (mre  puniflnnent  6f  Tantalus.    In 

3  A  '  ahtkr 


n 


m 


Tflf  J^AMBLRRtI 


*jiipi»  he  dfxoA  huroing  jwihr' thirll, 
«  mtlv>u|t  .thf  power  lo  ^nnli; .    Wben- 

<  .ff(er  he  iiicliMi  hit  be^dfio  the  iftfearo» 
'  if>m6  deity  cpmtiumiiad  it  to  he  <iry« 
<.»nd  thedsrk  earth  appearedat  hi^  feet. 
* .  Arouod  him  loft|r  tjK»  fpvead  iheir 
*.iruia  to,Tiew(  thefeiu*«,ihepOinegni- 
*.  |i%te,  and  %\\t  appk>thegreoi  olive>aiHl 

<  tii  lufcious  figt  qvuvemd  before  him, 
'  wh»€h>  whenever  be  eatteDded  bi«iia«d 
*  tt>  (^iae .  tbera*  wrce  fuatched  bgr  the 
' .  wtodt  imo  riouda  aikd  obCruiity/ 

This  image  of  aoUery  was  4)erhapa 
originally  fu^gefted  to  fome  poet  by  the 
comlu£^  of  his  patron,  by  the  daily  con* 
temptation  of  Aplender  which  he  Aevcr 
mult  partake,  ov  fruitleft  attempts  to 
catch  at  interdi^ed  bappinefs*  and  bv 
the  fudden  evanefcence  of  his  rewarcl, 
when  he  ibpught  hit  labours  ahnoft  at 
mn  encf.  *  To  grcon  with  povertyi  when 
all  about  him  was  ouuience,  not,  and 
fuperfluity,  and  to  iina  the  favours  which 
he  had  long  been  encouraeed  to  hope, 
and  had  long  endeavoujed  to  deferve, 
Squandered  at  laft  on  namdefs  ijgrnorance, 
was  to  tht)  ft  with.water  flowinc^  before 
|iim,  and  to  fee  the  fruits  to  whic|i  bis 
hi^nger  wm  baftening,  fcauered  by  the 
wind.  Korean  my corrcfpondent,  what- 
ener  h<  may  have  futfued,  eiapr<irs  with 
liH>re  juftne(s  or  foixe  the  vexatipaa  of 
.4ipflidsM»ce. 


TO  THE  lAMBUR. 

"  sit, 

;M^J^m  pne  of  Aoft  mortals  who  have 
4  been  coiuted  and  envi^  as  the  fa- 
^pyrites  ipf  the  great,  fiaving  often 
jpiped  the  pdseof  cooKpofition  at  the 
tUiiverOty,  I  began  to  hope  that  I  (hould 
obtaLntbe  (kn^e  di^afUon  in  every  other 
IpJdc^,  and  dciermiocd  tp  foi(ake  ^ 
profdCon  to  which  X  was  deilined  by 
my  parents*  U^  in  which  the  intoeft  of 
my  family  would  have  ptocmed  me  a 
w%fy  advantageous  jGettlement.  The 
pride  of  wit  fluttered  in  my  heart;  and 
^l4ieA  I  prepared  to  leave '  the  college, 
ppthing  entered  my  imagination  but  ho- 
pours,  carefles,  and^  rewards,  riches 
wifhont  labour,  and  luxury  without  ex* 
pence, 

I  t\owever  delayed  my  departure  for 
i  dme,  po  finifli.the  performance  by 
which  I  was  to  draw' the  firft  notice  of 
^ankind  upon  me^    U^hen  i(wasooi|i 


dsred  efvefy  moifMftt  <chhtfaM  h£m 
it*s  4>ub4icAtion  as  M  in  a  kind  «£  MWr 
tral  eiciftcncc,  and  cut  off  from  the  gold- 
en hours  of  happinefs  and  tara^r  The 
E'  cewasatla^printedaoddii&miaatdi 
a  ra^id  iale;  I  waadeied  fiMn  xam 
oe  ot  concouffe  to  aooiiiM,  fctM 
ii-om  morning  to  night  on  ihenpetinoQ 
of  my  own  praiies,  9md  eiiiarcd  ihc  ra- 
cious  conjeiliu'es  dl  criticks,  (be  mi^ 
Uken  eandoiir  «f  my  friee^  andtW 
impotent  mahceW  n^y  enemies.  Some 
had  im4  the  maaufcripi,  and  refiiM 
it*s  inaccuracies  i  others  had  ^n  itia  t 
iate  (b  imperfea,  that  they  could  ml 
fiorbear  to  wonder  at  it*s  fmnt  cudv 
knee;  fome  had  ponveribd  with  the  anr 
thor  atthe  co^e-houiei  andothengsvi 
hints  that  they  had  lent  him  money. 

I  knew  that  no  peiformance  is  fo  fs- 
vouiahW  read  as  t^at  of  a  writer  who 
fupprefles  his  name,  and  therefore  rc- 
folved  to  remain  concealed,  tdl  thoie  by 
whom  literary  reputation  is  eftabliihed 
had  gifcn  their  ^ffrages  too  publickly 
to  re!raa  them.  At  length  mv  book* 
leller  informed  me  that  Aurantius,  the 
lUnding  patron  of  merit,  had  lent  en- 
quiries after  me»  and  invited  me  to  bis 
acquaintance. 

The  time  which  I  hi4  long  expe^ed 
was  now  arrived.  I  went  to  Aucanmi» 
with  a  beating  heart,  for  I  looked  upM 
cur  intenuew  as  the  critical  mommi  of 
my  deiliay.  I  was  leceived  with  citti* 
htiei,  which  my  academick  rttdeni(« 
made  me  unable  to  repay;  but  when  ( 
had  rc^vered  from  my  cooSulion,  I  pr«* 
iecuted  the  converfatioo  with  (iieh  ufe* 
Imefs  and  propriety,  that  I  confirmed  e>f 
new  iriend  in  his  elieem  of  n^y  abilities 
and  was  dilinifled  with  the  iMmoi  ar< 
dour  of  profeilMNi,  atid  raptures  of  tbndv 
nefs. 

I  was  (bon  (iimmoned  to  dine  wi^ 
^urantioa,  who  had  a|to]bled  the  mot 
;uilicious  of  his  frieiHls  to  partiM^f  ^ 
entertainment  J^m  I  eyeriedl  mf 
powers  of  fentiment  and  eapiein^y  W 
agaiil  found  every  eye  fparklipg  with  Al- 
ight, and  every  tongue  iilent  wi^  9^ 
tention.  I  now  became  faimlisw- 9(  dit 
table  of  Aurantius,  but  could  ncf«ri  «• 
his  moft  private  or  jocund  hciirs,  o^liift 
more  from  him  tbai^geneml  dcdarNKUM 
of  efteem,  or  i^idi^rmente'of  ten()ei9<fti 
which  included  no  parti^vjiir  pcopjtb 
ai)d  therefore  confer  d  no  claim*  ThU 


^1  -J  » 1.-     J     T  -  . V     ^^  '^^^'^^  fomcwhat  di%uM  -w- 
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stfence^  t  took  care  tb  inform  himtritbf 
how  much  importunity  oF  kindneik  i  had' 
be^n  detained  by  his  rival  PolHo. 

Auraiitius  now  confidercd  his  honotir 
a$  endangered  bv  the  deibrtft)n  of  a  wit^ 
and  left  f  (hould  have  an  inclination  to 
wander,  told  me  that  I  could  never  find 
a  friend  more  conftant  or  zealous  than 
himfett*;  that  indeed  he  ha.l  made  no 
promifes,  becaufe  he  hoped  to  furprirc 
me  with  advancement,  buc  had  ^n 
iiiently  promoting  my  iotereft,  and  (hould 
ctotinve  his  ^ood  offices,  unlefs  he 
found  the  kindneik  of  others  more  de- 

If  you,  Mr.  Rambler,  have  ever  ven- 
tured ybur  jJhilofophy  within  the  at- 
tfa6^ion  of  greatnefs,  you  know  the  fbrce 
<^  iUth  bnguage  introduced  with  afii^ile 
df  gracious  tendemelV,  and  impreiled  at 
the  conchifloii  \vith  an  air  of  folemn  /in- 
<tfity,  I^tWi  that  irtftiirtt  I  gave  myftlf 
lip  wholly  to  Aurantius;  and  as  he  im- 
'  fdediately  refomed  his  former  gaiety,  ex- 
•eiled  every  mominff  a  fbmmons  to 
rime emplbymeilt'of  (Hgnity  andprofir. 
One  month  fucceeded  another,  and  ill 
<ieHarice  0?  appearances  I  (Kil  fancied 
s6y!elf  nearer' to  my.  witftef",  and  conti- 
jf\ied  to  dream  of  fucceft,  and  wake  to 
^ifappointnient'.  At  laft  the  fUlure  of 
rty  little  fbrtune  compelled  me'  to  abate* 
the  finery  whitrh  Thitherto  thought  nc- 
ceflary  to  the  company  with  whom  I  af- 
fociated;  and'tbe  rank  to  which  liftoaM' 
Ik!  railed:  Aurantius,  front  the  moittertt' 
•n  which  hedlfcovered  itiV  poverty,  cbn- 
fidered'  me  as^  fully  in  iiis  poWer,  and* 
•fterwards  rather  permitted  •  my  attend  - 
arrce  than  invited  1^5  thought  Wlmrelfat 
liberty,  to  refuft  my  vifits  whenever  he 
had  other  amufements^jthln  reach,  and' 
often  fuflfered  me  to  wait,  without  ore- 
t^ndlng'any  ncttrfary  bnfinefs.  When 
I  was  admitted  to  His  table,  if  any  man 
<9f  rank  equal  to  hh  owti  m^  pi^ent, 
Ue  tode  occafibn  td  inkntk>n  ntf  writiogt;. 


3^- 

andcomniend  ffif  iitgeoftit^,  By^wlfi^fr 
he  intended  to  apologize  f^  the  confa^ 
fion  of  diRinflions;  trixf  the  impixjp^ , 
aflbrtment  of  h\f  c6mp4ny;  and  ofteff* 
caHed  uport"  mis  to  entcrcaiili  hfs  friehw, 
with  nly  prbdi]5H6ns,  a^  a  (bortftnan  dt-  • 
lights  the  iljuires  <rf  Uisnei^Hbourhw^fN 
whth  the  curvets  of  hilHiorie,  or  the  obt-  * 
dicnceofhi^fpanielif;  * 

To  contpictc  my  mcR^cation,  ibWz^' 
his  pradice  to  impolb  tnfts'upon  me,  bj^ 
requiring  me  tb  wHteHipon  iucH  ftibjefw* 
as  he  ihoiight  fufc^tiUe  of  ornament? 
and  ttliifiration.  WitK  tBefe  txtotiddP 
performances  He  was'  lltde  iattsfied,  bci'* 
catifc'ht  rarely  found  in*  them  theidealP 
which  Ws  own  imaeinatidn  had  (u^ft^ 
ed,  ahd'whieh  he'tftiWorc  thought  moitj^ 
natural  than  mihc.     •  *         ' 

*Wheh  the  jpale  of  ceremony  is  brokci^^ 
riidericfs  arid uiAjU foon  enter  thc'breach. 
He  v.ow  found  rHai  hV  mi^t  fafcly  ha-! 
raft  The  \^ith  vexation,  tint  He  had  fixecT 
thefhackies  of  patronage  upon  me,  aiid' 
that  rcotildneitherrtfllf  him  noreTcapcf/ 
At  laft;  in* the- eighth  year  of  my  fcrviV  . 
tude,  when  the.  clamour  of  creditors  wat* 
vehement,  and  my  lieceffl^  known  ta 
be  cictreme,  he  offhcd  me  a  fmall  olBcei* 
but  hinted  his^cXije6fttion  that  rfhoul* 
iharry  a  ybxiti^  vr6ii\2h  with  \trhom  h^ 
bad  beeh'a'cqaairitkdS 

I  was  norfd  far  dip^^efledbymy  ca» 
lamitiesas  to  comply  with  his  propofali 
bnt  knowing  Aat  complaints  and  ex-' 
poftulations  ^otildbut  gratify  His  infb- 
fcnce,  I' turned  jr*ray  with  that  contempt, 
with  which  I  fliair  never  #ant  fpirit  to' 
treat' the  wretch  whd  can  oiitgo  the  guilt 
df  riDbber  without  the' temptation  of! 
hisprofity  and  whoJures  the  credulous 
and  tboughftlefs  to  maintain  the  (how  of 
his  Icvtc,  and  the  mirth  of^his  table,  ar 
the  expente  of  honour,  happinefs^  and 
IMc. 

I  am,  Sk,  ice. 

Liber  ALi8« 


NPCL2flrV.  SATURDAY^:  OCTO*E>R  iij  lysir 

^  III  m\trttnvMfiOKV^%m%  catomis  nw^m%i 

Mmit« 

<m«HVV«*r!liC?rCNI>«  T0;OAT<^^f'rASi«5 
A|iW>Wt»yt^"  I  BY  CA^O^S.VICJ,  BUCtAllirt 


U\ISn»CTldM*is  fo  pteafii* 
jL^  to  the  wide  of  roan,  that  a  great 
part  orth^pafn~and  j>kaltirek>f11ft  telfes 
Oo«r  tlte  i;rauficatioa  or  diiappointnacnt 


of  an  inteiRint  wilK  for  iftperiority,  from 
the  fuccefs  or  mifcaif  iage  of  fecret  coro- 
pl!titioni,  froifi  vi£|[6riei  and  defeats,  of 
whkh>  though  they  appear  to  us  of  great 
3  A  &  urportance^ 
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-importance,  in  rtality  aone  ait  coniciout 
except  oiufelires. 

Proportiontte  to  the  prenlence  of  this 
fove  ot  praife  is  the  variety  of  means  by 
which  it^s  attainment  is  attemptecf. 
Every  man,  however  hopeleft  his  pre* 
teniions  may  appear  to  all  but  himielf» 
luis  ibme  projea  by  which  he  hopes  to 
rtfe  to  reputation  i  fome  art  by  which  he 
imagines  that  the  notice  of  the  world  will 
be  attrafted ;  Tome  quality,  good  or  bad, 
^rhich  difciiminates  him  from  the  com-, 
non  herd  of  mortals,  and  by  which 
others  may  be  perfuaded  to  loye,  or 
compelled  to  fear  him.  The  afcents  of 
/Ttonour,  howevtr  fteep,  never  appear  in- 
'/  mcceiEble;  he  that  defpairs  to  kale  the 
precipices  by  which  valour  and  learning 
have  conduced  their  favourites,  difco- 
▼c^  fome  by-path>  or  eafier  acclivity, 
which,  thbugh  it  cannot  bring  him  to 
the  fummit,  will  yet  enable  him  to  over- 
look thoi'e  with  whom  he  is  now  contend- 
ing for  eminence;  and  we  ieldom  require 
more  to  the  happioefs  of  the  prefent  ho^, 
than  to  furpafs  nim  that  ftandt  next  be- 
fore us. 

As  the  greater  nart  of  human  kind 
i^ieak  and  a6  wholly  by  imitation,  moft 
ef  thoie  who  afpire  to  honour  and  ap- 
plauie  propofe  to  themfelves  fome  ex- 
ample which  (erves  as  the  model  of  their 
condufi,  and  the  limit  of  their  hopes. 
Almoft  every  man,  if  dofely  examined, 
will  be  found  to  have  enliiled  him&lf 
tmder  fome  leader  whom  he  expels  to 
conduct  him  to  renown }  to  have  fome 
hero  or  other,  living  or  dead,  in  his 
ineW|  whole  chara5ler  he  endeavoun  to 
afllime,  and  whole  performances  he  la» 
bourt  to  eoual. 

When  tne  original  is  well  chofcn  and 
judicioufly  copied,  the  imitator  often  ar- 
rives at  excellence,  which  be  could  ne- 
ver have  attained  without  dircAion;  for 
few  art  formed  S^rh  abilities  to  difcover 
new  poifibilities  of  excellence,  and  to 
diftingui(h  tliemfelves  by  means  never 
tried  before. 

But  folly  and  idlenefs  often  contrive 
to  gratify*  pride  at  a  cheaper  rate;  not 
the  quafities  which  are  moft  illuftriotif, 
but  thoTe  which  are  of  ealieft  attainment, 
are  fele^cd  for  imitation^  and  the  honours 
and  rewards  which  publick  gratitude 
has  paid  to  the  benefaftorsof  mankind, 
are  expe^ed  by  wretches  who  can  only 
imiutejhem  in  their  vices  and  dcfe£ls, 
or  adopt  iume  petty  fingolarkiei,  of 


which  thoie  from  whom  they  are  bor*  . 
rowed  were  lecretly  aihamed. 

No  man  rifcs  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  be- 
come conrpicuous,  but  he  is  on  one  ddc 
cenfured  by  undiicernlng  malice.,  which . 
reproaches  him  for  his  bcli  a£tioas,  and 
fljinders  his  apparent  and  inconteftable 
excellencies;  and  idoliatd  on  the  other  by 
ignorant  admiration,  which  exalts  hia 
faults  and  foilies  into  vinues.  It  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  by  whole  intimacy 
his  acquaintances  imagine  themrelvet 
dignified,  generally  diffu its  among  them 
his  mien  and  his  habits;  and  indeed 
without  more  vigilance  than  is  generally, 
applied  to  the  regulation  of  the  ininuier 
parts  of  behaviour,  it  is  not  eafy,  wneii 
we  converle  much  with  one  wliuie  geue* 
ral  chara^er  excites  our  vener  tion,  to 
efcapeall  contagion  of  his  peoiliaiities, 
even  when  we  do  not  deliberately  think 
them  worthy  of  our  notice,  and  when 
they  would  have  excited  laughter  or  dif- 
guit  had  they  not  been  piote&cd  by  their 
alliance  to  nobler  quuiities,  and  acci- 
dentally confoned  v^ith  knowledge  or 
with  virtue. 

The  faults  of  a  man  loved  or  honour- 
ed, fometimes  fteal  lecretiy  and  imper- 
ceptibly upon  the  wife  and  virmous,  but 
by  injudicious  fondnels  or  thoughtlefa 
vanity  are  adopted  with  delign.  Tncic 
is  fcarce  any  tailing  of  miud  or  body» 
any  error  of  opinion,  oi  depravity  of 
praAice,  which,  inftead  of  producing 
(hame  and  difcontent,  it*s  natural  ef- 
ft&%,  has  not  at  one  time  or  other  glad* 
dened  vanity  with  the  hopes  of  praife, 
and  been  difplayed  with  oltentatious  in* 
dijftry  by  tholie  who  iought  kindred 
minds  among  the  wits  or  heroes,  and 
could  prove  their  relation  only  by  fimili« 
tude  of  deformity. . 

In  confequence  of  this  perverie  am- 
bition, every  habit  which  reafon  con* 
denrns  may  be  indulged  and  avowed. 
When  a  man  is  upbraided  with  hia 
faults,  he  may  indeed  bepardoned  if  he 
endeavours  to  run  for  ihelter  toibma 
celebrated  name;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fvf- 
fered  that,  from  the  retreats  to  which  he 
fled  from  infamy,  he  (hould  iflue  again 
with  the  confidence  of  conqiiel^,  and 
call  upon  mankind  for  praUie.  Yei  we 
fee  men  that  wafte  their  painmony  in 
luxury,  deib-oy  their  health  with  de- 
bauchery, and  cnerratetheii- minds  with 
idknels,  becauie  there  have  been  Ibme 
who«  luxury  new  could  fiok  into  ^QQ« 
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tctti|»t,  nor  idleneft  hinder  from  the  praale 
•f  genius. 

This  genera]  inclinarioo  of  rotnlLind 
TO  copy  charaQert  in  the  gro(s,  and  the 
force  which  the  recommendation  of  il- 
luftrious  examples  adds  to. the ailurt- 
fnents  of  vicei  ought  to  be  c^nfidered 
by  all  whofe  charader  excludes  them 
mm  the  fliades  of  (ccrecy»  aa.  incite- 
ments  to  iarupukms  caution  and  unit er* 
faJ  purity  of  laanners.  No  man,  how- 
ever enflaved  to  his  appetites*  or  hurried 
by  his  pa0ions>  can,  while  he  prcftrvts 
hu  inteilc^s  unimpaiicd^  pleafe  himlclf 
with  praaioting  the  corruption  of  oihers« 
He  whofe  mem  has  enlarged  his  infiii- 
ence>  would  furelv  with  to  exert  it  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind.  Yet  fuch  will 
be  theeiie^  of  his  reputation*  while  he 
fuAers  himlclf  to  indulge  any  favourite 
£iult»  that  they  who  have  no  hopetp 


ftach  his  excdknce  will  catch  at  his 
failings,  and  his  virtues  will  be  cited  lO 
juftifytheoopicrsof  his  vicel.  ' 

It  is  particularljr  the  duty  of  thole 
who  coniign  illuftrious  names  to  poOe* 
rity,  to  lakecaicle^  their  ;xaders  be  mif. 
led    by  ambiguous  examples.    That  • 
writer  may  be  jullly  condemned  as  an  . 
enemy  to  goodneis,  who  fullers  fond- 
nefs  cr  intercft  to  confound  right  with  ' 
wrong,  or  to  fheJter  the  faults  which, 
even  the  wiieft  and  the  beft  have  com- 
mitted from  that  ignominy  which  euik 
ouglu  always  to  fuflfer,  and  with  v^idl 
it  Ihould  be  more  deeply  ftigmatmd 
when  dignified  by  it*s  neig^bourhuod  l» 
uncommon  worth,  fince  we  (hall  be  itt 
danger  of  beholding  it  without  abhor- 
ftncet  unlcfs  it*s  turpitude  be  laid  opeo^ 
and  the  eye  Secured  from  the  deceptiMi\ 
of  furrounding  fpUndour*  j 


WCLXV.    TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  15^  1751. 

•Oc  riftt  fAhp^ffiUi  Iwk  /w«i»,  *»^'  *^  ^  i»X^ 

Amtivhilvs* 

TOONG  WAf  I  ONCS  ANP  POOS,   HOW  KICn' AND  OLl>{ 
A  IIAKDXS  CAtX  TaAN    MINt  WAt  HIVES  TOLD} 
BLUT  WITH  THE  FOW*«   TO  VSE  TMEM— I  RAP  NONB} 

I.OAOSD  wirn  aicass  mow^  tue  tow*a  is  gohb. 

F.  Lewis* 


TO  THB  RAMBLBfl 


SIS. 


THB  writers  who  have  undertaken 
the  unpromifing  talk  of  modemt- 
il^  defire,  exert  all  Sie  power  of  their 
cloaoence  to  (hew  that  happinefs  is  not 
the  lot  of  man,  and  have  by  many  argu- 
ments and  examples  proved  the  mftaoi- 
lity  of  every  condition  by  which  envy  or 
ambition  are  excited.  They  have  fet 
before  our  eyes  all  thecalamities  to  which 
we  are  expojed  from  the  frailty  of  nature, 
the  influence  of  accident,  or  the  Ihata- 
geros  of  malice}  the]|r  have  terrified  great- 
sefs  vrith  confpiracies,  ami  riches  with 
anxieties,  wit  with  criticifin,  and  beauty 
withdileaie. 

All  the  force  of  reaibn,  and  all  the 
charms  of  language,  are  indeed  necef- 
£uy  to  fupport  pofitions  vrhich  eyery 
nan  heats  with  a  wilh  to  confute  them. 
Truth  finds  an  eafy  entrance  into  the 
mind  when  ihe  is  introduced  by  defire, 
•lid  attaoiled  by  pkalorei  but.  when,  ihe . 


intrudes  uncalled,  and  brings  only  fear 
and  forrow  in  her  train,  the  paflesof  the*- 
intellcA  are  barred  againft  her  by  pre- 
judice and  pailioni   if  ihe  fometimet 
forces  her  way  by  the  batteries  of  >rgu->) 
ment,  (he  feldtm  Urnf  kcfaDspoiTcflioiiV 
of  her  conquefts,  but  is  ejeaea  by  ibmt } 
favoured  enemy,  or  at  heft  obtains  only  ^ 
a  nominal  fovercignty,  without  infiucuce 
and  witho'.t  authori^. 

That  life  (s  (bort  we  are  all  convincifi!^ 
and  yet  iufler  not  that  convi^'lion  to  re* 
prefs  our  projeds  or  limit  our  expe^- 
tions}  that  life  is  miferable  we  all  .feelp 
and  yet  we  believe  that  the  time  is  near 
when  we  ihall  feel  it  no  longer.  But  to 
hope  happinefs  and  immortality  is  equal- 
ly vain.  Our  ftatemay  indeed  be  more 
or  lefs  imhittered,  as  our  duration  may 
be  morror  lefs  contra^edj  yet  the  ut- 
moft  felicity  which  we  can  ever  attain  will 
be  little  better  than  alleviation  of  miiery« 
and  we  (hall  always  feel  more  pain  from 
our  wMtt  thaii  plodure  fiom  our  enjoy- 
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BKiitf .  The  indtf^nt  wWdi  I  am  g»- 
11!^  to  rdsrte  will  Ihew,  that  to  dcMpf 
the  eflfe^^  of  all  our  fuccd's,  it  is  not  ne* 
cefbry  that  bbt  iingle  calamity  (houki 
fall  upon  YM,  that  we  (hould  be  haraf- 
ied  by  implacable  pcrfecvtions  or  excru- 
ciateri  by  irremediable  paint}  the biiglit- 
cft  hours  of  proiperity  have  their  clouds, 

rand  the  ftrcam  of  life,  if  it  i«  not  rudied 
byobftru£UoBS,  will  grow  potrid  by  (bg^ 
,       Bation. 

'  My  father  rafolring  not  to  imitate  the 

folly  of  his  anceftors,  who  had  liitherto 
M  (he  Tounger  ions  encumbrances  on 
the«)de((,  dbiHhed  me  to  a  luciattve  pro- 
fcffion;  and  I  being  careful  to  lofe  no 
opportunity  of  im))rovementa  was,  at  the 
nfinA  time  in  which  young  men  enter  the 
imortdy'  well  qualified  for  the  cxercite  of 
cbe  buiineft  which  I  had  chofen* 

My  eagemelt  to  diftingaifli  mvf^lf  in 
'  pnblick,  and  my  impatience  of  tne  nar- 
row fcheme  of  life  to  which  my  indi- 
gence oooflned  me,  did  not  fuflFer  nne  to 
continye  long  in  the  town  where  1  was 
born.  I  went  away  as  from  a  place  of 
confinement,  with  a  refolution  to  return 
no  more,  till  I  (hould  be  able  to  dazzle- 
wit  h  my  fplendor  thofe  who  now  looked 
opon  me  with  contempt,  to  reward  thofe 
iRdK)  had  paid  honours  to  my  dawning 
inerity  and  to  (hew  all  who  had  fuffercd 
me  to  glide  by  them  unknown  and  neg- 
lected, how  much  they  miitook  their 
intereft  in  omitting  to  propitiate  a  genius 
like  mine* 

Such  were  my  intentions  when  I'fal- 
lied  forth  into  the  unknown  world,  in 
qneft  of  riches  and  honours,  which  I  ex- 
pefted  to  procure  in  a  very  fliort  time  j 
for  what  could  withhold  them  from  in- 
duftry  and  knowTedg'* }  He  that  indulges 
hope  will  always  be  dif^ppointed.  Repu  • 
tttion  I  very  foon  obtained ;  but  as  merit 
it-  much  more  cheaply  acknowledged 
than  rewarded,  I  did  not  find  myfelf  yet 
cariched  in  propoition  to  my  celebrity. 

Iliad  hovieverintime  furmounied  the 
abflacles  by  which  envy  and  competition 
obftni6l  the  firfl  attempts  of  a  new  claim- 
ant, and  faw  my  opponents  and  cen- 
furers  tacitly  ccnfefRng  their  defpair  of 
fuccefs,  by  com-tinej  my  friendfhip  and 
yielding  to  my  influence.  Tl.ey  who 
once  pTirfued  me,  were  now  fatisfied  to 
*^efcape  from  mej  and  they  who  had  be- 
fore thought  me  prefumptuous  in  hoping 
to  ovenake  thtm,  had  now  their  umioS 
wifh,  if  they  were  permitted  at  no  great 
dUhkoce  ^nietly  to  tollow  jOMk 


■My  wantt-wtff  not  aiadlymtiltiplisd 
as  nty  acquiiitions  increaieci;  and  the 
tiriM  came  at  length,  when  1  thought 
myfelf  enabiod  to  gratify  all  leafbnabk^ 
ddiret,  and  when,  thcrefoK,  Ii^iolved 
toenjoy  that  p4«nty  and  ferenifiy  wluch  i 
h^  h«en  hithmo  labouring  to  procuity 
to>«n.{ov  thetti  while  I  w»  yet  neither 
cruthM  l)y  age  imo  inlirlnity,  nor  fia 
habsRiaied^  to  a  particulMr  manner  of  life 
as-ii»  be  unqualified  fbr  bsw  iudiea  or 
eiftertatiimcnta« 

I  now  qoittffd  my  profeffiDn,  stnd  to 
fct  myfelf  at  once  tree  from  aU  impor- 
tunities to  relnnM  ity  changed  my  re(i< 
denoev  and  dcvoied  tlie  remaining-  part 
ol'  rov>  timv  to  quiet  nndi  amnlimient. 
Amid  A  innumerable  ptojeA^  of  pleafurs 
which'  i^tkfs  idlemrfs  incited  roe  to 
form,  and  of  which  n^ofl,  when  they 
cain»  tO'llit  moment  of*  ejseeutioiH  w«ro 
rejected  for  others  of  no  longer  continu- 
ance, fome  accident  revived  in  my  ima- 
gination the  pleating  ideas  of^  my  native 
place.  '  It  was  now  in  ray  power  to  viiit 
thofe  from  whom  1  had  been  fo  long  ab- 
fent,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  conliitent 
with  my  former  refolution,  and  I  wonder- 
ed lu>w  it  could  happen  that  I  had  fo  long 
delayed  my  own  happinefs. 

Full  of  the  admiration  which  I  fhould 
6xci(e,  and  the  homage  which  I  (hould 
receive,  I  dieflcd  my  lervants  in  a  more 
oftentatious  livery^  purchafed  a  magni- 
ficent chariot,  and  refolved  to  dazzle  the 
inhabitanis  of  the  little  town  with  an  un- 
expected blate  of  greatnef^. 

While  the  preparations  that  vanity 
required  were  made  for  my  departure* 
which,  at  workmen  will  not  eafily  be 
hurried  beyond  their  ordinary  rate,  T 
thought  very  tedious,  I  folaced  my  im- 
patience with  imaging  the  various  ccn- 
ftnres  that  my  appearance  would  produce, 
the  hopes  which  fome  would  ted  from 
my  bounty,  the  terror  which  my  power 
would  ftnke  on  other${  the  awkward 
refpe^  with  which  I  fhould  be  accofM 
by  timorous  officioufnefs;  and  the  dif- 
tant  rererence  with  which  others,  left 
familiar  tofplendour  and<ligntty,  would 
be  contented  to*  ^te  upon  me.  I  dt* 
liberated  a  long  time,  whether  I  ihouM* 
immediately  dd'cend  to  a  level  with  thj^ 
former  acquaintances!  or  maketnycofi^ 
ddcenfion  more  grateful  by  a  gentlifr'- 
tranfition  fi^om  haughtinefs  and  rmvcw 
At  length  I  determined  to  forget  f6tne^ 
of  my  companiona^  till  they  dticoveteitt 
thamttAM  by^foaio-iwdiaMt^Wtolicei^-r 
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9kd  to  roKiff  "Ae  cDngratuktioiM  of 
others  wfom  my  good  fortune  witti  in^ 
ilffamcey  lo  ^raow  that  I  alwayti  ex* 
f&SUA  what  [  had  now  obtained.  The 
acdamatiooe  of  the  populace  I  purpofed 
to  regard  with  iix  hogiheads  of  ale>  and 
a  roaiied  ox,  and  then  recommead  to 
thcni  to  r<^urn  to  their  work. 

At  iaii  all  tiM  trappings  of  grandeur 
were  fitted,  and  I  began  the  ^umey  of 
triumph,  which  I  could  have  wifhed  to 
have  ended  im  the  fame  nK>mem$  biit 
my  hories  fek  none  of  their  maiter^d  ar- 
dour^  and  I  was  fliaken  four  days  u^on 
ragged  road*.  I  then  entered  the  town, 
and  having  gracioufly  let  fall  the  gUfTes, 
that  my  f«rfon  might  be  fcen,  paflcd 
iowly  through  the  ftreet.  The  noiie 
of  the  wheels  brought  the  inhabitants 
to  their  doom,  but  1  could  not  perceive 
that  I  was  known  by  them.  At  Jaft  I 
aligfated,  and  my  name,  I  fuppofe,  was 
told  by  mjr  fenrants,  for  the  barber 
ivpt  from  the  oppofite  houfe,  and  feized 
iM  by  the  hand  with  honcft  joy  in  his 
countenance,  which,  according  to  the 
mlethat  I  had  prefcribed  to  myfelf,  I 
reprelfed  with  a  nrigid  j^racioufnefs.'  The 
fellow,  inftead  of  linking  into  deje6lion, 
turned  away  with  contempt,  and  left  me 
to  confi'ier  how  the  fecond  falutation 
Aould  be  received.  The  next  friend 
was  better  treated,  for  I  foon  found 
that  I  muft  purchaCe  by  civility  that 
vegard  which  I  had  eipcoed  to  enforce 
hf  inibience. 

There  was  yet  no  fnoke  of  bonfires^ 
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no  haraum^r  of  beHt ,  no  (bout  pf  crowds* 
nor  riot  of  joy;  tlie  bufinefs  of  thedaf 
went  forward  as  before,  and  after  har* 
ing  ordered  a  fplendid  fnpper,  ^xch  n^ 
man  came  to  parttke,  and  which  m^ 
chagrin  hinckcird  me  finom  tfllii^  I 
went  to  bed,  where  the  vexation  of  dif* 
appointment  overpowered  the  fatigue  of 
my  journey,  and  kept  me  from  Aeep« 

I  roie  lb  much  bumbled  by  tboft 
moitiiications,  as  to  inquire  after  the  pro* 
fent  ftatc  of  the  town,  and  found  that  I 
had  been  abfent  too  long  to  obtain  cht 
triumph  which  had  flattered  my  expoc* 
tation.  Of  the  friends  whole  compli-* 
ments  I  expe^ed,  fome  had  long  ag» 
moved  to  d>nant  provinces,  fome  had  1^ 
in  the  maladies  of  age  all  fenieof  another'a 
profperit^,  and  famt  had  forgotten  our 
former  imimacy  amidft  care  and  diA 
trefles.  Of  three  whom  I  had  reiblwd 
to  punilh  for  their  former  offences  by  a 
longer  contimiance  of  negled,  one  was* 
by  his  own  induftry,  raifed  above  my 
fcorn,  and  two  were  Altered  from  it  in 
the  grave.  All  tbofe  whom  I  lovrd, 
feared  or  hated,  all  whofeenvy  or  whofe 
kindnefs  I  had  hopes  of  oontemplatin|^ 
with  pleafure,  were  fwept  away,  ami 
their  place  was  filled  by  a  new  genera- 
tion with  other  views  and  other  compe- 
titions ;  and  among  many  proofs  of  the 
impotence  of  wealth,  I  found  that  it  con- 
ferred upon  me  very  few  difiin^ions  im 
my  native'  place. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Serotinus* 


N^CLXVL    SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  19,  1751, 

'PAVPBII    Bits   SBMPSS,    tl    rAVPEK    It,    AMILIANXy 
OAMTVa  OPSf  MOLLIS  NUNC  NISI   DIVITIXUS* 

MaBT.' 

OMCB  POOB,    MY  PBIBKO,    STILL  POOB   Ypir  MOST  BBMAIN; 

the  ricm  alonb  uavb  all  the  mbans  ot  gain. 

£dw..Cavi« 


^^O  complaint  has  been  more  fror 
X^  quently  repeated  in  all  aees  than 
ttut  of  the  negle6l  of  merit  aflbciated 
with  poverty,  and  the  diiHculty  with 
which  valuable  or  pleaiing  qualities  force 
themfdves  into  view,  when  they  are  ob- 
Icured  by  indigence.  It  has  been  long 
4^ierved^  that  native  beauty  has  little 
power  to.  charm  without  the  ornamenta 
which  fiortune  beftows,  and  that  to 
want  the  favour  of  others  is  often  fuf. 
icicnt^o  hinder  \it  from  obtaining  it. 


Every  day  difcovers  that  mankind 
are  not  ^et  convinced  of  their  error,  or 
that  then*  conviflion  is  without  power 
to  influence  their  condu^;  for  poverty 
dill  continues  to  produce  contempt,  and 
ili!l  ohftiiifls  the  claims  of  kindied  and 
of  virtue.  The  eye  of  wealth  is  elevat- 
ed towards  higher  Nations,  and  feldom 
defcends  to  examine  the  anions  of  thofe 
who  are  placed  below  the  level  of  it^a 
notice,  and  who  in  diftant  regions  and 
lower  iituations  are  ^ruggi^ng  with  dif. 
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/  cait; 
/  moixt 
\   valui 

Nand  1 


tttSh  or  uiSing for  bread.  Amonc  the 
Buliitudcs  over-vbelmed  with  iniupe- 
nble  caUmityy  it  is  common  to  Qiid 
tboA;  whom  a  very  little  afliftince  would 
enable  U>  Aippoit  tbenofelves  with  de- 
cency^  ihd  who  yet  cairaot  obtain  from 
near  relations  what  they  fee  hourly  la- 
viihcd  in  oAentation,  luxury,  or  frolick. 
There  are  natural  rraibnswhy  poverty 
dbes  not  eafily  conciliate  aifc£lion.  He 
that  has  been  confined  from  his  infancy 
to  the  cottveriation  of  the  loweft  ciailiss 
#f  mankind,  muft  neeeflarily  want  thofe 
accompliihaifnts  which  are  the  ufual 
■leans  of  attrafting  favour;  and  though 
truth,  fortitude,  and  probity,  give  an 
indifputable  rifbt  to  reverence  ai^  Icind- 
nefs,  they  wiu  not  be  diftinguilhed  by 
comaaoD  eyes,  unlefs  they  are  brighten- 
ed by  elefi^ance  of  manners,  but  are 
caft  afide'like  unpolifhed  gems,  of  which 
none  but  the  artiA  knows  the  intcinfick 
value,  till  their  afperlties  are  fmoothed 
ad  their  incniflations  rubbed  away. 
Thp  grofinefs  of  vulgar  habits  ob- 
Jflb  u6ls  the  efficacy  of  virtue,  as  impu- 
/irity  anch  harlbneis  of  ftyle  impairs  the 
\  force  of  reafon,  and  rugged  numbers 
\  turn  off  the  mind  from  artifice  of  dif. 
\pofitk>n,  and  fenility  of  invention.  Few 
have  ftrength  of  reaibn  to  over- rule  the 
perceptions  of  {enfe;  and  yet  fewer 
have  curiofity  or  benevolence  to  (buggle 
long  agains  the  firfi  impreilion:  he 
therefore  who  fails  to  pleafe  in  his  falu* 
'tation  and  addre(s»  is  at  once  rejeAed, 
and  never  obtains  >an  opportunity  of 
Ihowing  his  latent  excellcncit8»  or  ef- 
iential  qualities. 

It  is  hideed  not  eafy  to  preTcrihe  a 
fuccefsful  manner  of  approach  to  the 
diftrtifed  or  neceflitous,  whofe  condition 
fubjeAs  every  kind  of  behaviour  equally 
to  miicarriage.  He  whofe  confidence 
of  merit  incites  him  to  meet  without 
any  apparent  fenfe  of  inferiority  the 
eyes  of  tbofc  who  flattered  themfelves 
with  their  own  dignity,  h  confideied  as 
an  infolent  leveller,  impatient  of  the 
juft  prerogatives  of  rank  and  wealth, 
eager  to  ufurp  the  ftation  to  which  he 
hns  no  right,  and  to  confound  the  fub* 
ordinations  of  focietyt  and  who  would 
contribute  to  the  exaltation  of  that  Ipirit 
which  even  want  and  calamity  are  not 
able  to  reftrain  from  rudenefs  and  re* 
belb'on^ 

But  no  better  fuccefe  will  commonly 
be  fouud  to  attend  fervility  and  dejec- 


tion, vrhfch  often  giiw  prMethecoidi* 
dence  to  tftat  them  with  coaiempt.  A 
requeit  made  with  diffidence  and  tunidity 
is  eafily  denied,  becmufe  the  petitioner 
himfelt  feems  to  doubt  it*8  litnefs. 

Kindnefs  is  generally  reciprocal;  we 
are  defirous  of  pleating  others,  beoiufb 
we  receive  plealure  from  them;  but  by 
what  means  can  the  man  pleafe  whofe 
attention  is  engrolTed  by  his  diftreflcs, 
and  who  has  no  leifure  to  be  olEckras| 
whofe  will  is  reffarained  by  his  neceffities, 
and  who  has  no  power  to  confer  benefits) 
whofe  temper  is  perhaps  vitiated  by  mi. 
(<>ry,  and  whofe  underttanding  is  imped- 
ed by  ignorance  ^ 

It  is  yet  a  more  ofieninre  diicourage- 
ment,  that  the  fame  a£iions  pedormed 
by  difierent  hands  produce  different  ef* 
fects,  and  inftead  of  rating  the  man 
by  his  performances,  we  rate  too  fie- 
quently  tb^  performance  by  the  man. 
It  fometimes  liappens  in  tlie  combina- 
tions of  life,  that  important  (prices  are 
performed  by  inferiors;  but  though  their 
aeal  and  a£bvity  may  be  paid  by  pecu- 
niary rewards,  they  fiddonn;|»citr  that 
flow  of  gratitude,  or  obtain  that  accu- 
mulation of  recompence,  with  which 
all  think  it  their  duty  to  acknowledge 
the  favour  of  thofe  who  defceod  to  their 
afTiftance  from  a  higher  elevation.  To 
be  obliged,  is  to  be  in  fome  rtfftSk  in- 
ferior to  another;  and  few  willingly  in- 
dulge the  memory  of  an  a^ion  which 
railes  pne  whom  they  have  always  been 
aceuftomed  to  think  below  than,  but 
fatisfy  themfelves  with  faint  praife  and 
penurious  payment,  and  then  drive  it 
from  their  own  minds,  and  endeavour 
to  conceal  it  from  the  knowledge  of 
others. 

It  may  be  always  objeAed  to  the  icr- 
▼ices  of  thofe  who  can  be  fuppofed  to 
want  a  reward,  that  they  were  produced 
not  by  kindnefs  but  interefl;  they  aie 
therefore,  when  they  arc  no  longer  want- 
ed, eafily  difregarded  as  arts  of  infintiq 
at  ion,  or  flratagems  of  felfifhnefs.  Be- 
nefits which  are  received  as  gifts  from 
wealth,  are  exaAed  as  debts  from  indi- 
gence; and  he  that  in  a  high  fbtion  ii  ce- 
lebrated for  fuperiluous  goodnefs,  would 
in  a  meaner  condition  have  barely  been 
confeffed  to  have  done  his  duty. 

It  is  fcarcely  pofTihle  for  the  utmoft 
benevolence  to  oblige,  when  exerted  un- 
der the  difadvantages  of  great  irifen- 
ority  I  for  by  the  habitual  arrogance  oi 
vvealthy 
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•weakh,  fiich  ezpe6ktiont  are  commonly 
formed  as  no  aeal  or  induftry  can  fatisfy ; 
and  what  reg^d  can  he  hope  who  has 
done  lefs  than  was  demanded  from  him  ? 
*  There  are  indeed  kindrvefles  conferred 
which  "wci^  never  purchafed  by  prece- 
dent favours,  and  there  is  an  afFeftion 
Dot  ffriiing  from  gratitude  or  grofs  inr 
tereit,  by  which  Hmilar  natures  are  at- 
IraAed  to  each  other,  without  profpe6l 

■  of  any   other  advantage  than  the  plea- 

■  fure  of  exchanging  fendments,  and  the 
hope  of  confirming  their  efteem  of  rhem« 
ielves  by  the  approbation  of  each  other. 
But  this  fpontaneous  fondnefs  feldom 
rifes  at  the  fight  of  poverty,  which  every 
onfc  regards  with  habitual  contempt,  and 
of  which  the  applaufe  is  no  more  conrt- 

•  «d  b>  vanity,  than  the  countenance  is 
ibiicited  by  ambition.  The  moft  gcnc- 
rou»^and  difinferefted  friendfhip  muft  be 
i^folved  at  la  ft  into  the  love  of  our- 
ielves;  he  therefore  whofe  reputation  or 
dignity  inclines  us  to  coniider  h.s  efteem 
as  a  teftimonial  of  defert,  will  always 
find  our  heaits  open  to  his  endearment!". 
We  every  day  fee  men  of  eminence  foU 
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lowed  with  all  the  obfequtotifneA  of 
dependance,  and  courted  with  all  the 
blandiihments  of  flatteryi  by  thofeswfao 
want  nothing  from  them  but  profeflfietifl 
of  regard,  and  who  think  themfelves  li- 
berally rewarded  by  a  bow,  a  fmile,  loc 
an  embrace. 

But  thofe    prejadiccs    which   evipry 
mind  feels  more  or  lefs    in   favour  of 
riches,  ought,  like  other  opinions  which 
only  cuftom  and  example  have  implT^Red 
upon  us,  to  be  in  timefubjti^ed  to  rca- 
fbn.     We  muft  learn  how  to  feparate  the 
real  character  from  extraneous  adhefiona 
and  cafual  circumftances,  to  confider 
clofdy  him  whom  vre  are  about  to  adopt 
or  to  reje^j  to  regard  his  incKnaftiont 
as  well  as  his  a^lions;  to  trace  out  thofe 
virtues  which  lie  torpid  in  the  heart  for 
want  of  opportum'ty,  and  thofe  vicct 
that  lurk  unlcen  by  the  abfcnce  of  temp- 
ration;  that  when  wi  find  vyorth  faintly  \ 
fliooting  in  the  ihades  of  obfcurity^  we.  j 
may  let  in  light   and  funfhine  upon  Tt»  / 
and  ripen  barren  volition  into  efficacy ' 
and  power. 


m  CLXVn.    TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  22,  1751. 


CA1<DXDA  tSJt^XTUO  RFSIOE   CQNCOJtDtA  LSCTO^ 

TAMqjIfl  PAll  SEMPSH   SIT  V&NU8  rfE(tUA   JUGO* 
DlLlGAT   IPSA  SSNEM  QUONDAM,    SXD  ET  IPSA  MARITO 
TUM  (VVOf^UE  CUM  FUERJT,    WON   VIDEATWR  ANUS. 

Makt. 
their  nuptial  bed  mav  smiling  concoid  debssj 
and  venus  still  the  happy  onion  bless! 
.wrinkled  with  age,  mav  mutual  love  and  truth 

TO  THEIR  DIM   EVES  RECALL    THE   BLOOM  OF  YOUTH. 

F.  Lewis. 


TO   THE   RAMBLER. 

IT  is  not  common  to  envy  thofe  with 
whom  we  cannot  eafiiy  be  placed  in 
comparifon.  Every  man  lees  without 
malevolence  the  progreis  of  another  in 
^the  tracks  of  life  which  he  has  himfelf 
V  no  defire  to  tread,  and  hears,  wuhoyt  in  • 
clination  to  qivlls  or  contradiction,  the 
renown  of  thofe  whofe  diftance  will  not 
iiiffer  them  to  draw  the  attention  of  man- 
kind from  his  own  merit.  The  failor 
aever  thinks  it  neceftary  to  conttft  the 
lawyer's  abdities;  nor  would  the  Kam- 
bler»  however  jealous  of  his  reputation, 
be  much  difturl^ed  by  the  fuccefs  of  rival 
mtB  at  Agra  or  Ifpahan. 
-   We  do  Dot  therefore  afcribe  to  yoo 


any  foperlative  degree  of  virtue,  wheo 
we  believe  that  wc  may  inform  you  of 
our  change  of  condition  ^vithmit  dsn^r 
of  mali^iam  fafcinaiion;  and  that  when 
you  read  of  the  marriage  of  your  cor* 
refpjndents  Hymenseus  and  Trauquilla, 
you  will  join  your  wi/hes  to  thole  of 
their  other  frieruJs  for  the  happy  event 
of  an  union  in  which  caprice  and  felfiflli« 
ncfs  had  i'o  little  part. 

There  is  at  leaft.this  reafon  why  we 
fhould  be  lefs  deceived  in  our  connubial 
hopes  than  many  who  enter  into  the 
iame  ftate,  that  we  have  aU9we<l  our 
minds  to  form  no  unreafonahieexpeAa- 
tions,  nor  vitiated  our  fancies,  in  the 
foft  hours  of  courtfhipy  w.th  vifions  of 
felicity  which  human  powtr  cannot  be- 
ttoWf  or  of  perfection  which  human  vir- 
)  B  tue 
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va^  etrntsok  Attain*  •  That  impirtitltty 
with  which  we  endeavoured  to  iofpea 
the  mannert  of  all  whom  we  have  known 
was  n^rer  fi»  much  overpowered  by  our 
pafliony  but  that  we  difcovered  fome 
faults  and  weakne0es  in  each  other)  and 
joined  our  hands  in  conviftion,  that  as 
there  aie  ad  vantages  to  beenjoyed  in  mar- 
liagTy  there  are  inconveniencies  likewife 
to  be  endured;  and  that,  together  with 
confederates  intellects  and  auxiliary  yir« 
tuesy  we  muft  ^nd  different  opinions  and 
oppoTire  inclinations. 

We  however  flatter  ourielves»  for 
vAio  is  not  flattered  by  himfelf  as  well 
ns  by  others  on  «the  day  of  mania^ 
that  we  are  eminently  qualified  to  give 
mutual  pleafure.  Our  birth  is  without 
any  fuch  remarkable  difparity  as  can  give 
either  an  opportunity  of  infulting  the 
other  with  pompous  names  and  fplouiid 
oUiaocesy  or  of  calling  in^  upon  any 
domeftick  coittroverfy,  the  overbearing 
aiCftance  of  powerful  relations.  Our 
fortune  was  equally  fuitable^  fo  that  we 
meet  without  any  of  thofe  obligations 
which  always  produce  neproachy  or  fu* 
fpicion  of  reproach,  whicn,  though  they 
mav  be  forgotten  in  the  gaieties  of  thie 
^ft  month,  no  delicacy  will  always 
^pprefs,  or  of  which  the  fupprefllon 
muft  be  conHdered  as  a  new  favour,  to 
be  repaid  by  tameneis  and  fubmiflion, 
till  gratitude  takes  the  place  of  love, 
and  the  defire  of  pieafinjg  degenerates  by 
xlezrees  into  the  fear  ofoffending. 

The  icctlements  caufed  no  delay  |  for 
we  did  not  truft  our  affairs  to  the  nego- 
ciation  of  wretches  who  would  have 
paid  their  court  by  multiplying  ftipula- 
tions  Tranquillt  fconicd  to  detain 
any  part  of  her  fortune  from  him  into 
whofe  hands  flie  delivered  up  her  perfonj 
and  Hymenasui  thought  no  zSt  of  bafe- 
nefs  more  criminal  than  bis  who  enflaves 
faia  wife  by  her  own  generofity,  who  by 
marrying  without  a  jointure  condemns 
ber  to  all  the  dangers  of  accident  and 
caprice,  and  at  laft  boafts  his  liberality, 
by  granting  what  only  the  indifcretion 
of  her  kindnefs  enabled  him  to  with- 
hold. He  therefore  received  on  the 
ODOMBan  terms  the  portion  which  any 
other  woman  might  have  brought  him, 
aiui  KtServtd.  all  the  exuberance  of  a^- 
JtAfiwlcdenment  for  thofe  excellencies 
which  he  has  yft  been  able  to  dilcover 
only  io  Tranquilla, 

W«  did  not  p^f*  the  weeks  of  court- 
fliip  Hkz  fhoie  ^ho  condder  tfaonfeives 


as  taking  the  laft  draught  of  pleafure^  \ 
and  reioTve  not  to  quit  the  bofrl  with-  ; 
out  a  furfeit,  or  who  know  tbeofelves 
about  to  let  happinefs  to  haaard,  and  en<- 
deavour  to  lofe  their  fenfe  of  4amger  in 
the  ebriety  of  perpetual  xmttfement»  and  \ 
whirl  round  the  gulph  before  they  fink«y 
Hymencus  often  repeated  a  medical  ax- 
iom, that  tbi  Jucamrs  9f  fickmefs  Oi^ht 
mot  t9  hi  <waflid  in  bealtb. .    We  know 
that  however  our  eyes  mav  yet  fparkk, 
and  our  hearts  bound  at  the  prefencc  of 
each  other,  the  time  of  liftleffnefs  aid 
fatiety,  of  peeviflinefs  and  difcontenr» 
mutt  come  at  laft,  in  which  we  fhall  be 
driven  for  relief  to  ihows  and  recre- 
ations; that  the  uniformity  of  life  muft 
be  (bmetimes  diveriified,  and  the  vaev- 
ities  of  converiiition  fometimes  fupplied* 
We  rejoice  in  the  reflection  that  we  have 
ftores  of  novelty  yet  unexhaufted,which 
may  be  opened  when  repletioq  (hall  call 
for  change,  and  gratifications  yet  ua- 
tafted,  by  which  life,  when  it  fliall  be- 
come vapid  or  bitter,  may  be  reftored  toN 
it's  former  fweetnefs  and  fprightlincfs,    . 
and  again  irriute  the  appetite,  and  agun  - 
fparkle  in  the  cup. 

Our  time  will  pVobably  be  lefs  tafte^ 
lefs  than  that  of  thofe  whom  the  autho- 
rity and  avarice  of  parents  unites  al- 
moft  without' their  confent  in  their  early 
years,  before  they  have  accumulated 
any  fund  of  reflection,  or  collefted  mate- 
rials for  mutual  enteruinment.  Sock 
we  have  often  feen  rifin^  in  the  morning 
to  cards,  and  retiring  in  the  aftei*noon 
to  dole,  whofe  happinefs  was  celebrated 
by  their  neighbours,  becaufe  they  hap- 
pened to  grow  rich  by  pariimony,  and  la 
be  kept  quiet  by  infenfibility,  and  agreed 
to  eat  and  to  fleep  together. 

We  have  both  mingled  with  the  vrorid, 
and  zit  therefore  no  ftrangers  to  the 
faulty  and  virtues,  the  defigns  and  com- 
petitions, the  hopes  and  fears,  of  our  co- 
temporaries.  We  have  both  amufed 
our  leifure  with  books,  and  can  tbert- 
fore  recount  the  events  of  former  dmes, 
or  cite  the  dictates  of  ancient  wifdom. 
Every  occurrence  fumiflies  us  with  fbme 
hint  which  one  or  theother  can  improve  | 
and  if  it  fhould  happen  that  memoly  or 
imagination  fail  us,  we  can  retire  to  ho 
idle  or  unimproving  folitude. 

Though  our  characters,  beheld  at  a 
diftance,  exhibit  this  general  refem- 
blance,  yet  a  nearer  infpeCtion  difeovera 
fuch  a  diflimilitude  of  our  habitudes 
and  fentimentti  as  leavfi  each  fom^  pe- 
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culisuC  advanttgety  tad  aiFordf  that  ^m- 
^ar<i^  dffcQrs,  tkat  Aiitable  diisqgrrte- 
ment  which  it  always  necefTarj  to  inttl* 
le^hial  harmony.  There  may  be  a  to* 
tal  direrfity  of  ideas  which  admits  no 
participation  bf  the  faroedclighty  and 
there  may  likewife  be  fuch  a  conformity 
of  notions,  as  leaves  neither  any  thing 
to  add  to  the  decifions  of  the  other. 
With  foch  contrariety  there  can  be  no 
neacei  with  fuch  fimilarity  there  can 
be  no  plcafure.  Our  reafohings,  though 
often  formed  upon  different  views,  ter- 
minate generally  in  the  fame  conclufion. 
,  yHOur  th<M]ghts,  like  rivulets  iflfuing  from 
(^  diftant  Springs,  are  each  impregnated  in 

(it*s  courfewith  various  mixtures,  and 
tinged  by  infufions  unknown  to.'  the 
other,  yet  at  laft  eafily  unite  into  one 
ftream,  and  purify  themfclves  by  the  gen- 
tle efFerrefcence  of  contrary  qualities* 

Thefe  benefits  we  receive  in  a  greater 
degree  as  we  converle  without  referve, 
becaufe  we  have  nothing  to  conceal. 
We  have  no  debts  to  be  paid  by  imper- 
ceptible deductions  from  avowed  ex- 
pences,  no  habits  to  be  indulged  by  the 
pti  vate  fubfervtency  of  a  favoured  fervant, 
no  private  interviews  of  needy  relations, 
no  intelligence  with  fpies  placed  upon 
each  other.  We  confidered  marriage  as 
the  moft  folemn  league  of  perpetual 
friend  (hip,  a  date  from  which  artifice 
and  conc4»Jment  are  to  be  banifhed  for 


ever,  and  in  which  evary  aft  of  diffimu* 
lation  is  a  breach  of  faith. 

The  impetuous  vivacity  of  youth,  and 
that  ardor  of  defire,  which  the  firfl  fight 
of  pleafure  naturally  produces,  have- 
long  ceafed  to  hurry  us  into  irregularity 
and  vehemence;  and  experience  haa 
ihewn  us  that  few  gratifications  are  too 
valuable  to  be  facrinced  to  complaifance.^  * 
W(  have  thought  it  convenient  to  left 
from  the  fatigue  of  pleafure,  and  now 
only  continue  that  courfe  of  life  into 
which  we  had  before  entered,  confirmed 
in  onr  choice  by  mutual  approbation, 
fupported  in  our  refolution  by  mutual 
encouragement,  and  afBftei  in  our  ef« 
forts  by  mutual  exhortation*    . 

Such,  Mr.  Rambler,  is  our  profpeft 
of  Uftj  a  profpeft  which,  at  it  is  be* 
held  with  more  attention,  feems  to  opea 
more  extenfive  happinefs,  and  fpreada  ' 
by  degrees  into  the  boundlefs  regions  of 
eternity.  But  if  all  our  prudence  hat 
been  vain,  and  we  are  doomed  to  give 
one  iiiftance  more  of  the  uncertainty  of 
human  difcernment,  we  fhall  comfort 
ourfelves  amidft  our  difappointments* 
that  we  were  not  betrayed  but  by  fuch 
delufions  as  caution  could  not  efcape^ 
fince  we  fought  .happinefs  only  in  the 
arms  of  virtue*  We  are,  Sir,  your  hum* 
ble  fervants, 

Hyubnaeus. 
Tran^uilla. 


N<^  CLXVIII.    SATURDAS:,   OCTOBER   26,    1751. 
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TRX  TIN8XL  OLITTIR,   AND  TMI'trtCleOS  MfXlf, 
aSLVDt  TRR  MOtT}  PBW  FRY  BIHINO'TMX  SCINR* 


IT  has  been  obferved  by  Boileau,  that 
*  a  mean  or  common  thought  expref- 
'  fed  in  pompous  di^lion,  generally 
^  pleafes  more  than  a  new  or  noble  fen- 

<  timent  delivered  in  low  and   vulgar 

<  language;  becaufe  the  number  is  great- 
'  er  of  thofe  whom  euftom  has  enabled 

<  to  judge  of  words*  than  whom  iludy 

<  has  qualified  to  examine  things.* 
This  folution  might  fatisfy,  if  fuch 

only  were  offended  with  meannefs  of  ex- 
preflion  as  are  unable  to  diftingniih  pro- 
priety of  thought,  and  to  feparate  pro- 
pofitiens  or  images  from  the  vehicles  by 
whith  they  are  conveyed  to  the  under- 


flanding.  But,  this  kind  of  difgufl  it 
by  no  means  confined  to  the  ignorant  or 
fuperficial  pt  operates  uniformly  and  uni- 
verfally  upon  readers  of  all  daffes} 
every  man,  however  profound  or  ah- 
flra^ed,  perceives  himfelf  irrefiftibly 
alienated  by  low  terms;  they  who  pro- 
fefs  the  moft  zealous  adherence  to  truths 
are  forced  to  admit  that  (he  owes  part  of 
hrr  charms  to  her  oinaments  j  and  lo/ea 
muph  of  her  power  over  the  foul,  when 
fhe  appears  difgraced  by  a  drefs  uncouth 
orill.ac^uHed. 

We  are  all  offended  by  low  terms,  but 

ase  not  difgufled  aike  by  the  fame  com. 
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po^6ns  btcaai^prdo-Hot  all  agree  to 
cenfure  the  fame  termi  aa  low.  No 
word  H  naturally  or  intrinikaH3r  meaner 
than  another;  oor  opinion  therefore  of 
iwordsy  as  of  other  things  arbttrarUy 
and  capriciouily  eftablifhed,  depends 
.wholly  upon  accident  and  cuftom.  The* 
cottager  thinks  thofe  apartments  fpleiw 
did  and  fpacious,  which  an  inhabitant 
of  palaces  will  defpife  for  their  incie^ 
gance;  and  to  him  who  has  pafTed*  mod' 
of  his  hours  with  the  delieate' and  p6- 
li(l«y  many  expreffions  will  leem  foixiid, 
which  another,  equally  aeute,  may  hear 
without  offence)  but  a  mean  term  ne- 
ver fails  td  difpleafe  him  to  whom  it  ap- 
pears mean,  as  porerty  is  certainly  and 
invariably  defpifed,  though  he  who  is 
poor  in  the  eyes  of  fome  may  by  others 
.  pe  envied  for  his  vrealth. 

Words  become  low  by  the  occafions 
,to  which  they  are  applied,  or  the  gene- 
ral charafi^erof  them  who  a£t  them;  and 
the  (Jif^ft  which  they  produce  arifes„ 
fVom  the  revival  of  thofe  images  with 
which  they  arc  commonly  united.  Thus 
ifi  inthemoftfolemn  difcourfr,  aphrafe 
happens  to  occur  which  has  been  fuc- 
celsfully  employed  in  fome  ludicrous' 
narrative,  the  graveft  auditor  findsit  dif- 
ficult to  refrain  from  laughter,  when' 
they  whoarenpt  prepoffefled  by  the  fame 
accidental  aflTociation  are  utterly  unable 
to  guefs  the  reafon  of  his  merriment. 
Words  which  convey  ideas  of  dignity  in 
one  age,  arc  baniflied  from  elegant  writ- 
ing or  converfation  in  another,  becaufe 
they. are  in  time  debafed  by  vulgar 
mouths,  and  can  be  no  longer  heard 
without  the  involuntary  «colleftion  of 
unplcafing  images. 

When  Mackbeth  is  confirming  him- 
felf  in  the  honid  purpofe  of  ftabbmg  his 
king,  he  breaks  out  amidft  his  emotions 
into'a  wifli  natural  to  a  murderer-^ 


-Come,  thick  night! 


And  pall  thee  in  ihe  dunneft  fmoke  of  hell, 
That  my   keen  knj£e  fee  not  the  wovn4  it 

niakei; 
Nor  Heav'n  peep  through  the  blanket  of  the 

darky 
To  cry.  Hold,  hold  ! 

In  this  paflage  is  exerted  all  the  force  of 
poetfV,  that  force  which  calls  new  pow- 
ers into  being,  which  embodies  fcnti- 
mtni,  and  animates  matter;  yet  per- 
haps fcarce  anv  man  now  pcrufesit  with- 
out feme  difturbance  of  his  attention 


from  the  cotntmfisan  of  the  wbrdt  to 
the  ideas.  What  can  be  more  dreadful 
than  to  imploit:  the  prefence  of  Aight,* 
inveded  not  in  common  obfcvuity,  but 
in  tbefmoke'of  hell?  Yet  the  c^cacy 
of  this  invocation  is.  d<;l^n:>yed  by  fhe 
-  infertion  of  an  epithet  now  feidom  heard 
but  in  the  ftable,-  and  J$ia  night  may 
comeor  go  without  any  other  notice  than 
comempt. 

If  we  ftart  into  raptores  when  fome 
hero  of  the  Iliad  tells  us  that)^fUiifiTa«— 
his  lance  raffcs  with  eagemefs  to  dettroy; 
if  we  arc  alarmed  at  the  terror  of  ihc 
foldiers  commanded  by  Csfar  to  hew 
down  the  facred  grove,  who  dreaded, 
fays  I.ucan»  left  the  axe  aimed  at  the 
oak  (hould  fly  back  upon  the  ftriketw. 

Si  rehra^/acrafe^irentf 
Jnjua  credtb^ftt  rediturat membra  fecuresi 

None  dares  with  impious  fteel  the  grove  to 

rend, 
Left  on  himfelf  the  deftioM  ftrolce  defcend| 

we  cannot  furely  but  fympathife  with 
the  horrors  of  a  wretch  about  to  mur- 
der his  mafter,  his  friend,  his  benefac- 
toi-,  who  fu(pefls  that  the  weapon  will 
refufc  it's  office,  and  ftart  back  from  the 
breaft  which  he  is  preparing  to  violate. 
Yet  this  fentiment  is  weakened  by  the 
name  of  an  inftrument  ufed  by  butchers 
and  cooks  in  the  meaneft  employments; 
we  do  not  immediately  conceive  that ' 
any  crime  of  importance  is  to  be  com- 
mirtrd  with  a  kntfe\  or  who  does  not^ 
at  laft,  from  the  long  habit  of  connefl* 
ing  a  knife  with  fordid  offices,  feel  aver- 
Hon  rather  than  terror? 

Mackbeth  proceeds  to  wifli,  in  the 
madnefs  of  guilt,  that  the  infpe^ion  of 
Heaven  may  be  intercepted,  and  that  he 
may,  in  the  involutions  of  infernal  dark- 
nefs,  efcape  the  eye  of  Providence.  This 
is  the  utmoft  extravagance  of  determin- 
ed wickednefs}  yet  this  is  fo  debafed  by 
two  unfortunate  words,  that  while  I  en-  • 
deavour  to  imprefs  on  my  reader  the  en- 
ergy, of  the  (i!ntiment,  I  can  fcarce  check 
my  rifibility,  when  the  exprefiion  forces 
itfelf  upon  mymindi  for  who,  without 
fontc.  relaxation  of  his  gravity,  can  hear 
of  the  avengers  of  guilt//i;^«srg  tbromgb 
a  hlamkitt 

Thefe  imperfe£lions  of  di^ion  are  lefa 
obvious  to  the  reader,  as  he  is  lefs  ac- 
quainted with  common  ufagesj  they  are 
therefore  wholly  imperceptible  to  a  io^ 
retgiHt« 
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w?^«f,  ^0  leamf  our  language  from 
bouki,  and  will  ftrrkc  a  folitary  acjkle- 
mick  lefs  forcibly  than  a  mod  (h  lady. 

Amoing  the- numerous  requifites  that 
mdft  concur  to  eomplcic  an  author,  few 
ar«  of  more  importance  than  an  early 
enirance  into  the  living  world.  The. 
feeds  of  knowle^lge  niay  be  planted  in 
folituJe,  but  mult  be  cultivated  in  pub- 
lick.  Argumentation  may  be  taught 
in  colleges,  and  theories  formed  in  re- 
tirement; hut  the  artifice  of  embellifh- 
ment,  and  ihepowers  of  a'tri^lon,  can 
be  ^ined  only  by  general  convcrfe. 

An  acquaintance  with  prevailing  cuf- 
toms  and  fafhionable  elegance  is  neccf 
fary  likewife  for  other  purpofes.  The 
injury  that  grand  imagery  ftiffers  from 
unfuitable  language,  perfonal  merit  may 
fear  from  rudendfs  and  int^eltcacy. 
When  the  fucccfs  of  ^neas  depended 
on  the  favour  of  the  queen  upon  whofe 
ceafts  be  was  driven,  his  celellial  pro- 


teflrefi  thbtig^  Mm  fiot  MBttehtiy  r<?i  * 
ciired' againfr  reje^ion  hf  hft  piety  oi^ 
bravery^  but  decorated  him  for  the  ih»* 
terview    with'    pi^tematural     beauty* ' 
Whoever  defirtaf,    fof   his  writings  ot* 
himfelf,  wh»t  none 'can  reftfouably  con* 
temn,  the  favour  of  inankind^'  ifi^ftlid<l ' 
grace  to  ftr^ngtb,  and  make  his  thoughtt ' 
agreeable  as  well  as  ufeful.  M^infy  com- 
plain of  neglefl  who  never  tried'  to  at*   -^ 
tra 61  regard.    It  cAnn<nbeeXpe6iedthat 
the  patrons  of  fcience  or  virtue  fhouJd ' 
be   felicitous^  to  diTcover    e)eciellenc^% 
which  they  who  poilefs  them  (hade and  ' 
difguife.     Few  have  abilities  (6  roudi 
necd-d  by  the  reft  of  the  world  -as  to  be^ 
carefTed  on  their  own  tei-ms;  and  he  that 
will  not  condefcend  to  recommend  him- 
felf bv  external  emhellifhments,  inuft 
fybmit  to   the  fate   of  juft   fentiment 
meanly  expreflTcd,  and  be  ridiculed  aad 
forgotten  before  he  is  underftood. 


N'CLXIX.    TUESDAY,    OCTOBER  29,  1751. 
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BVT»   CHURN*D  LIKE  SPITTLE,    PROM  THE  LIPS  THET  PLEV 


Drydbk. 


NAT UR  A L  hiftorians affert,  that 
whatever  is'foi med  for  long  dura- 
tion   arrives    (lowly    to  it's  maturity. 
,Thus   the  (irmett  timber  is  of   tardy 
'  gi-owth,  and  animals  generally  exceed 
[      each  other  in  longevity,  in  proportion  to 
y     the  time  between  their  conception   and 
their  birth. 

The  fame  obfervation  may  be  extend- 
ed to  the  offspring  of<the  mind.  .  Hafty 
compofttions,  however  they  pleafe  at  (irit 
by  flowery  luxutiance,  and  fpread  in  the 
fun(hine  of  temporary  favour,  can  CtU 

fdom  endure  the  change  of  feafons;  but 
pcrilh  at  the  drik  blait  of  criticifm,  or 
froft  of  negleft.  When  Apellei  was 
reproached  with  the  paucity  of  his  pro- 
du^ions,  and  the  inceifant  attention 
^th  which  he  rctooched  his  pieces,  he 
cendefcended  to  make  no  other  anfwer, 
thin  that  bepmntsdfor  pirpetuity. 

No  vanity*  cato  more  juftly  incur  con- 
tempt and  indignation  than  that  which* 
beans  of  negligence  and  hurry.  For  who 
can. bear  with  patieiice  the  writer  #)i<»- 
cfarait  nKb^fupcnprity  tV'  the  rdk  o^hu 


fpecie!!,  as  to  imagine  that  mankind  are 
at  leifure  for  attention  to  his  extempo* 
rary  fallies,  and  that  pofterity  will  report 
his  cafual  effufions  among  the  treaiures 
of  ancient  wifdom? 

Men  have  fometimes  appeared  of  fuch 
tranfcendent  abilities,  that  their  flightefi 
and  moft  curfory  performances  excej  all . 
that  labour  and  itudy  can  enable  meaner 
in  tellers  to  compofc;  as  there  are  ix;giont 
of  which  the  fpontaneous  produfts  can-     ; 
not  be  equalled  in  other  foils  by  care  J 
and  culture.    But  it  is  no  lefs  danger- 
ous for  any  man  to  place  him(clf  in  this* 
rank  of  underftandin^,  and  faiicy  that' 
he  is  bom  to  be  illultrious  without  }a<* 
bcur,  than  to  omit  the  cares  of  hufband-^ 
ry,  and  expert  firom   his   ground  the*\ 
bfoflPoms  of  Arabia.  : 

The  greatcft  part  of  tho(^  wK6con«. 
graiulsne  themfelves  upon  their  intellec- " 
tual  dignity,  and  ufurp  the  ffrivilcgef 
of  genius,  are- mew  whonronly  tHemlelVef 
would  ever  have  marked  out  afr  emiche*' 
by  uncommon  liberalities  of  nfatore,  or' 
cotitlod  to  ftnerMion'  m4-  imiMuiirf 
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on  ttSj  tcrmt.  Thi«  trdoor  of  confi* 
cUnce  IS  ufually  found  among  thoTewho, 
having  not  enlarged  their  notiont  bv 
books  or  coDver(ation>  are  perfuadedy 
1^  the  partiality  which  we  all  feel  in 
our  own  farour,  that  they  have  reached 
the  funimit  of  excellence,  becaufe  they 
difcover  none  higher  than  themfelvesi 
and  who  acauiefce  in  the  firft  thoughts 
that  occur,  becaufe  their  fcantinefs  of 
knowledge  allows  them  little  choice,  and 
the  narrowneft  of  their  views  affords 
them  no  glimpfe  of  perfeAion  of  that 
Aibltme  idea  which  human  indullry  has 
from  the  firft  ages  been  vainly  toiling  to 
approach.  They  fee  a  little,  and  believe 
that  there  is  nothing  beyond  their  fphere 
of  vifion,  as  the  Patuecos  of  Spain,  who 
Z*^  inhabited  a  fmall  valley,  conceived  the 
/  iurroundine  mountains  to  be  the  boun* 
daries  of  ue  wofld.  In  proportion  as 
perfeftion  is  more  diftinAl^  conceived, 
the  pleafure  of  contemplatmff  our  own 
performances  will  be  leflened;  it  may 
therefore  be  obferved,  that  they  who 
SDoft  defervepraife  are  often  afraid  to  de* 
cide  in  favour  of  their  own  perform- 
ances} thevknow  how  much  isftill  want- 
ing to  their  completion,  and  wait  with 
anaiety  and  terror  the  determination  of 
the  publick.  *  1  pleafe  every  one  elfe,* 
iays.TulIy,  *  but  never  fatisfy  myfelf.' 
It  has  often  been  enquired,  why,  not- 
withftanding  the  advances  of  latter  ages 
in  fcience,  and  the  afliftance  which  the 
infufiqn  of  fo  many  new  ideas  has  given 
vs.  we  ftill  fall  below  the  ancients  in  the 
art  of  compofition.  Some  part  of  their 
-iuperiority  may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  the 
graces  of  their  lan^age,  fiom  which 
the  moft  polilhed  ot  the  prefent  Euro- 
pean tongues  are  nothing  more  than  bar- 
barous degenerations.  Some  advantage 
they  might  gain  merely  by  priority, 
which  put  than  in  pofleflion  of  the  nioft 
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himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  hftiag  I  . 
tion,  think  a  cloier  atlentioa  unneceivyt 
but  amjdft  all  his  pride  and  iBdigcBce» 
the'two  g«  eat  ha  fteners  of  modem  poemsy 
employed  twelve  years  upon  the  The- 
baid,  and  thinks  his  claim  to  renown  pra^ 
portionate  to  bis  labour. 

TbeUit^  mults  crucUuimMf 

Gmudis  I^tuem 

PoIi(h*d  with  endleft  toil,  my  lays 
At  length  afpire  to  Maotuan  praifew 

Ovid  indeed  apologizes  in  hia  baniib* 
ment  for  the  imperfeSion  of  his  lettersy 
but  mentions  liis  want  of  leifure  to  po- 
lish them  ay  an  addition  to  his  calamities  | 
and  was  ib  far  from  imagining  revtfalo 
and  corrections  unneceflarv,  tlMt  at  his 
departure  from  Rome,  he  threw  his  Me* 
tamorphofes  into  the  ^re,  left  he  fticmid 
be  difgraced  by  a  book  which  he  could 
not  hope  to  finifli. 

It  feems  not  often  to  have  happened 
that  the  fame  writer  ainired  to  reputa- 
tion in  verfe  and  prolej  and  of  thoic 
few  that  attempted  luch  diverfity  of  ex* 
cellence,  I  know  not  that  even  one  fuc- 
ceeded.  Contrary  charaAers  they  nerer 
imagined  a  fingle  nund  able  to  fupport^ 
and  therefore  no  man  is  recorded  to  have 
undertaken  more  than  one  kind  of  dhi- 
matick  poetry. 

What  they  had  written  they  did  not 
venture  in  their  6rft  fondnefs  to  thnift 
into  the  world,  but  confidering  the  im-> 
propriety  of  fending  tonh  inconiiderately 
that  which  cannot  be  recalled,  deferrcsi 
the  publication,  if  not  nine  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  Horace,  yet 
till  their  fancy  was  cooled  after  the  rap«i>^ 
tures  of  invention,  and  the  glare  of  ih>.  \ 
velty  had  ceafed  to  dazale  the  judgment^ 

Thei-e  were  in  thofe  days  no  weekly 


:h  put  tnem  in  poneuion  or  uie  more  •■  ■•««  ^^c  lu  luwic  u«ys  no  weeiciy 

natural  fentiments,  and  left  us  nothing     or  diurnal  writers:  aia^  dies^  it  mudta 
but  fcrvile  repetition  or  forced  conceits.     litura\  much  time,  and  nrany  rafuret^ 


But  the  greater  part  of  their  praife  feems 
to  have  been  the  juft  reward  of  modefty 
and  labour.  Their  fenfe  of  human 
weaknefs  confined  them  commonly  to 
one  ftudy,  which  their  knowledge  of  the 
extent  of  every  fcience  engaged  them  to 
profecute  with  indefatigable  diligence. 
Among  the  writers  of  antiquity  I  re- 
member none  except  Statins  who  ven- 
tucct  to  mention  the  fpeedy  produdion 
of  his  writings,  either  as  an  extenuation 
of  his  faults,  or  a  proof  of  bis  facility. 
Kor   did   Statius,  when,  he  cont'idered 


were  confidered  as  indifpenfable  requi- 
fites;  and  that  no  other  method  of  at- 
taining lafting  praife  has  been  yet  dif* 
covered,  may  be  conje^ured  from  the 
blotted  manufcripts  of  Milton  now  re. 
maining,  and  from  the  tardy  emilfion  of 
Pope*s  compofitions,  delayed  more  than 
once  till  the  incidents  to  which  they  al- 
luded were  forgotten,  till  his  enemies 
were  fecure  from  his  fatire,  and,  what  to 
an  hontft  mind  muft  be  more  painfbl, 
his  friends  were  deaf  to  his  encoaiiuma. 
To  bim  whofe  eagemeft  of  praile 
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iMHtieft  bat  |Mr«dadkmt  iboa  into  the 
li^^  many  imperfeAiont  tre  unaToid- 
able,  even  where  the  mind  furniihes  tbe 
materials,  as  well  as  regulaies  their  dif- 
pofition,  and  nothing  depends  upon 
4iHurch  or  information.  I>elay  opens  new 
vein*  of  thought,  the  fubjed  difmifled 
for  a  time  appears  with  a  new  train  of 
dependant  images,  the  accidents  of  read- 
ing or  convenation  fupply  new  ori^a- 
menta  or  aUuiion«t  or  mere  intermiflion 
of  the  ^igye  of  thinking  enables  the 
mind  to  colleft  new  force,  and  make 
new  excorfions*  But  all  thole  benefiu 
come  too  late  for  him^  who,  when  he 
waa  weary  with  labour,  fnatched  at  the 
I'ecompcnce,  and  gave  his  work  .to  his 
friends  and  his  enemies,  as  foon  as  im- 
patience and  pride  perfuaded  him  to  coa- 
dnde  it. 

One  of  the  moft  pemidous  t(Mk$  of 

halU,  isobfcurity.     He  that  teems  with 

ji  quick  fuccei&ou  of  ideas,  and  perceives 

^b^  one  ientiment  produces   another. 
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cafily  believft  thatbeean*ckirlftaqiMrclt. 
what  he  fo  ftron^ly  comprehends;  he 
feldom  fufpefts  his  thoughts  of  emb«r« 
raflmenr,  while  he  preferves  in  hia  own 
memory  the  feriet  of  conne&ion,  or  hia 
di£lion  of  .  ambiguity,  while  only  one 
fenfe  is  preient  to  hia  mind.  Yet  if  he 
has  been  employed  on  an  abftru^  or 
complicated  aigument,  he  will  find,  whsa 
be  has  a  while  withdrawn  his  mind,  and 
returns  as  a  new  reader  to  his  work,  that 
he  has  only  a  conjectural  glimpft  of  hia 
own  meanmg,  and  that  to  explain  it  to 
thoie  whom  he  defires  to  inftma,  he  m vM& 
open  his  fentiments,  diientanglehk  me- 
thod, and  alter  his  arrangement. 

Authors  and  lovers  always  fuflTerfomt 
infatuation,  from  which  only  abfoke 
can  iet  them  free;  and  every  man  ought 
to  reftore  himfclf  to  the  fuU  exerciie  of 
his  judgment,  before  he  does  that  which 
he  cannot  do  improoerly,  without  injur^ 
ing  his  honour  and  nit  quiet* 
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TO  THE   EAMBLEE. 


sit^ 


IAmoneofthofebeings,  from  whom 
many,  that  melt  at  the  fight  of  all 
other  mifery,  think  it  meritorious  to 
withhold  relief;  one  whom  the  rigour  of 
virtuous  indignation  dooms  to  fuflFer 
with9Ut  complaint,  and  peri(h  without 
regait;  and  whom  I  myfclf  have  for- 
merly infulted  in  the  pride  of  reputation 
and  iecurity  of  innocence. 

I  am  of  a  good  family,  but  my  father 
was  biirthenc4  with  more  children  than 
he  could  decently  fupport.  A  wealthy 
idation,  as  he  travelled  from  London 
to  his  country  feat,  condefcending  to 
make  him  a  vifit,  was  touched  with 
companion  of  his  narrow  fortune,  and 
jrefolvedtoeafe  him  ot  part  of  his  charge, 
by  taking  the  care  of  a  child  upon  him- 
fdf,  Pairels  on  oi^  fide,  and  ambi- 
tion on  the  other,  were  too  powerful  for 
Mrental  fondnels,  and  the  little  family 
pafled  in  review  bdfore  him,  that  he  might 
"mke  hlM  choice.    I  was  then  ten  years 


old,  and  without  knowing  for  what  par. 
pofe  I  was  called  to  my  great  coufin, 
endeavoured  to  recommend  my(elf  br 
my  bed  courtefy,  fung  him  my  pretticft 
fong,  told  the  laft  ftory  that  I  had  read, 
and  fo  much  endeared  myfelf  by  my  in- 
nocence, that  he  declared  his  refolutioa 
to  adopt  me,  and  to  educate  me  with 
his  own  daughters* 

My  parents  felt  the  common  ftrugglce 
at  the  thought  of  parting,  ^oiAfime  a»* 
tural  tears  tbej  dropped,  but  'wip'dtbim 
foon.  They  confidered,  not  without 
that  falfeeftimation  of  the  value  of  wealth 
which  poverty  long  continued  alwaya 
produces,  that  I  was  raifed  to  higher 
rank  than  they  could  give  me,  and  to 
hopes  of  more  ample  fortune  than  they 
could  bequeath.  My  mother,  fold  ibme 
of  her  ornaments  to  drefii  me  in  fuch  t 
manner  as  mjeht  fecure  me  from  con- 
tempt at  my  firft  arrival;  and  when  (he 
difmifled  me,  piie0ed  me  to  her  bofom 
with  an  embrace  that  I  ftiU  feel,  gave 
me  fome  precepts  of  piety,  which,  how- 
ever  negleaed,  I  have  not  fagewui,  and 
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oci^icd  praycrt  for  my  final  happinefty 
-of  vPlikh  1  t)aVe>not  yet  ceafed  to  hope 
tiMt  they  wiULat  lali  be  granted. 

MyiiAefS' envied  my  nc«v  iinery, and 
i«emed  not  much  ^ to  r^ret  ow  repara- 
tion I  my  father  conduced  me  to  tite 
llage-coachMrirh  a  kind  of  cheerful  ten- 
dernefs;  and  in  a  very  ihort  time  I  was 
trail (foi ted  to  fplendid  apartm«nt«»  ^nd 
^«  luxurious  table,  and  -gfow  huraltar  to 
'  ihowi  noifif,  and  gaiety. 

In  three  ycajs  my  mother  died,  having 
'  implored  a  blclTili^  on  her  family  with 
lier  laft  breath.  I  had  little  opportunity 
to  indulge  a  forrow  which  there  was 
none  to  partake  with  de,  and  theivfore 
ibon  ceaied  to  reflect  much  upon  my  lofs. 
My  father  turned  all  his  care  upon  his 
cither  children,  whom  fome  fortunate  ad- 
▼tnturetand  unexpe^M  legacies  enabled 
bim,  when  he  died  four  years  alter  my 
mother,  to  leave  in  a  condition  above 
their  expeAations. 

I  (hould  have  (bared  the  Increafe  of . 
his  fortune,  and  had  once  a  portion  af- 
ij^ed  me  in  his  will ;  but  my  coufin 
aiurinf  him  that  aU  care  for  me  was 
needleis,  fmce  he  had  refolvcd  to  place 
me  happily  in  the  world,  directed  him 
to  divide  my  part  amonglt  my  fillers. 

Thus  I  Auras  thrown  upon  dependance 
without  refource.  -  Being  now  at  an  age 
in  which  young  women  art  initiated  into 
company,  I  was  no  longer  (to  be  fup- 
ported  in  my  former  charafter,  but  at 
coiifiderable  expence  j  fo  that,  partly  left 
r  Hiould  walte  money,  and  partly  left 
my  appearance  might  draw  too  many 
compliments  and  afliduites,  I  was  in- 
fenrii>ly  degraded  from  my  equality,  and 
enjoycil  few  privileges  above  the  head 
iervant,  but  that  of  receiving  no  wages. 

I  felt  every  indignity,  but  knew  that 
refentment  would  precipitate  my  fall.  I 
therefore  en.lcavoured  to  continue  my 
importance  by  little  fervices  and  a6live 
^mcioufnef;:,  ai)d  for  a  time  pieferved 
myftlffromncgleft,  by  withdrawing  all 
pretences  to  competition,  and  iludying 
to  pleaA;  rather  than  to  (hine.  But  my 
intereft;  notwithftaniing  this  expedient, 
Jiourly  declined,  and  my  confines  favou- 
rite maid  began  to  exchange  repartees 
with  met  >nd  confult  me  about  the  al- 
tctations  of  a  caft  gown. 
.  1  was.  now  completely  depreiTed  {  and 
though  I  had  feen  mankind  enough  to 
know  the  neceflity  of  outward  cheerfuU 
Ticfv  ♦fpfierj  withdrew  to  my  chamber 
tto  Ycot'my  grief,  or  turn  my  oondition 


1 

ib  my  mind,  and  examine  hj  whit 
meant  I  might  efcape  from  perpetual 
mortification. '  At  laft  my  fchemcs  and 
forrows  were  interrupted  by  a  -liidden 
change  of  my  relation's  bebaviotir,  who 
one  day  took  an  occafion,  when  we  *efe 
left  together  in  ardom,  lo  bidWfuffer 
mylelf  no  longer  to  be  infulted,  bbt  af. 
fumc  the  place  which  heratway^  intend- 
ed me  to  hold  in  the  family.  He  aiTared 
mo.  that  his  wife's  preference  of  her  own 
daughters  (hould  never  hurt  mej  and, 
accompanying  his  profedioiis  with  a 
purfe  of  gold,  oixiered  me  to  be^k  a 
rich  fuit  at  the  mercer's,  and  to  apply 
privately  to  him  for  money  when  I  warn- 
ed It,  and  infmuate  that  my  other  frienda 
fupplicd  me,  which  he  would  take  caic 
to  confirm.. 

By  this  ftratagcm,  which  I  did  not 
then  underfiand,  he  filled  me  with  tcn- 
dernefs  and  gi*atinide,  compelled  inc  to 
repo(e  on  him  as  my  only  lupport,  and 
pioduced  a  nece(nty  of  private  convtrfii. 
tion.  He  often  appointed  interviews  at 
the  houfe  of  an  acquaintance,  and  fome- 
•  times  called  an  me  with  a  coach,  and 
carried  me  abroad.  My  fenfe  of  his 
favour,  and  the  define  of  retaining  it, 
dtfpofed  me  to  unlimited  complaifance; 
and  though  I  faw  his  kindnefs  grow  eve- 
ry day  more  fond,  I  did  not  fuffer  any 
fufpicion  to  enter  my  thoughts.  At  laft 
the  wretch  took  advantage  of  the  fami- 
liarity which  he  enjoyed  as  my  relation, 
and  the  fubmilfion  which  he  exa^led  a$ 
my  benefa^lor,  to  complete  the  ruin  of 
an  orphan,  whom  his  own  promifes  had 
made  indisent,  whom  his  indulgence 
had  melted,  and  his  authority  fub- 
dued. 

I  kndw  not  why  it  (hould  afford  fob- 
jeft  of  exultation,  to  overpower  on  any 
terms  the  refoluiion,  or  furprife  the  cau- 
tion of  a  girl}  but  of  all  the  boafters 
that  deck  themfelves  in  the  fpoils  of  in- 
nocence and  beauty,  ihcy  furely  have  the 
leaft  pretentions  to  triumph,  who  fiib- 
mit  to  owe  their  fuccefs  to  fome  cafual 
influence.  They  neither  employ  the 
graces  of  fancy,  nor  the  force  o(  under- 
ftanding,  in  their  attempts;  they  cannot 
pleafc  their  vanity  with  the  art  of  their 
•approaches,  the  delicacy  of  their  adula- 
tions, Che  elegance  of  their  addrefs,  or 
the  efficacy  ot  their  eloquence  j  nor  ap- 

{>laud  themfelves  as  poflt(red  of  any  qua- 
itics,  by  which  affcaion  is  attra^ed* 
They  furmount  no  bbftacles,  they  defeat 
no  rivals^  but  attack  00}^  thgit  wiio  cm- 
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pMftift,  JNid  ttre  oAtit  coMent  to  poT** 
M  thebody>  widiotit  'ttiy  fblidtude  to 
|^iith«  heart. 

•^'^Many  '^f  thefe  MfitMt  wretdwt 
^bct  m^  ppdent  aoqoiQnaince  with  in^ 
Uttny  «a4  wkkedfldii  enabteme  to  num^ 
ber  iM6ng  the  herdn  of  debauchjenri 
jteptHet  wbora  their  own  (brraatt  would 
Mf«  MpiMt  bad  t^r  not  btoi  thek^ 
4khrantt,  aad  ibith  wtibto  biignry  would 
llaiVe  difdained  intcreourfey  bad  ibe  not 
been  allured  by  hopMof  reKef;  Many 
df  iStk  be|n|t  which  are  pow  looting  itt 
tevemif  or  IhiveHng  in  the  ftrciett » bare 
Seen  C(Mt||>ted^  not  b^  v^  of  gallantry 
9i^ich  fide  gradually  upon  the  affeCliont 
trfd  laid  pivdence  aifl^,  but^by  the  fvar 
^  lofing  bmefita  which  were  never  in'- 
titededy'  or  of  incurring  reftntment 
i^ch  (bey  could  not  efbape:  fom^  have 
lieeh  flighted  by  maften^  and  foine  awed 
1^  guardians  into  ruin. 
wt  crime  had  tt*i  u|bal  confequence^ 


itaid  be  rooii  peretiTed  that  i  cobld  not 
iong  continue  ito  hit  fanrily*  'I  Was 
diftraAed  at  tbetboughtof  the  reproaCll 
which  I  now  believed  inevitible.  Htt 
<i>nifbrted  aae  with  hopea  of  ehidtng  all 
difcorery,  and  often  upbraided  At  witii 
the  anxiety^  whlck  perhaps  none  butt 
hjmfelf  faw  in  my  countenance;  but  a|f 
hlk  minded  his  durances  of  proteCUbil 
jnd  maintenaface  with  menaces^  of  total 
defertion,  if  in  the  moments  of  pertur« 
bation  I  fliotf  IdTuflfb-  his  fbcret  to  ^aipe^ 
or  endeavour  to  thixyw  on  fbM  toy  pare 
of  my  infamy* 

Thus  palled  the  difmal  hours  till  mf 
ittreat  could  no  longer  be  delayed.  It 
was  pretended  that  my  relations  ba4 
febt  tor  me  to  a  diiant  country*  and  t 
entered  upon  a  ftate  which  (ball  be  de» 
&ribed  in  my  next  letter. 

I  dja,  Sirt  4?c« 


N?GLXXL    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBERS,  i75ri 

•TAbBT  eOKtl  COKVIXA  TtSXt* 

▼ito. 
'»AaK  It  Ttv  soir»  ahp  l^atisosix  is  tux  day* 


TaTilXllAMBS.BIU 
iSXf 

M  SELLA  now  iits  down  to  con- 
tinue lie^  narrative.  I  am  con* 
^^inoed  that  nbthtng  would  more  power- 
fully pre(erve  youth  from  irregularityt 
or  guard  inexperience  from  feduAion, 
tba»  X  jttft  dercriptiOii  of  the  condition 
into  "which  the  wanton  plunges  herfelf* 
aM  tberdfbre  bop«  that  my  letter  may 
beat  Aificiaiit  antidote  to  mv  example. 
■  '  After  the  diftra6iionf  heHtation»  and 
deUySy  which  the  timidity  of  guilt  natu- 
itl^  produces,  I  was  remov^  to  lodg- 
jftgf  in  a  dtftant  oart  of  the  town»  under 
<ine  of  the  charaaers  commonly  aflum^d 
vpon'ftich  occafions.  Here  being.by 
sny eircumftances  condemned  to  folitud^ 
I  paflkd  moft  of  my  hours  in  bittemeA 
snd  anguift.  The  conveiihtion  of  the 
people  with  whom  I  was  placed  was 
p6t  at  aU*  capable  of  engaging  my  at- 
tention^ or  dif^flefling  the  reigning 
ideas.  The  books  which  I  carried  to 
my  retreat  were  fuch  as  heightened  my 
pMorrence  of  myfelf;  for  I  was  not  lo 
*  iir  ab!|iid9M  H  iQ  tvk  ydvatfinljr 


into  eorruptidny  or  endeayomr  to  eoiff^ 
ceal  from  my  own  mind  the  enormity 
of  my  crime. 

My  relation  remitted  none  of  hit 
fbndnefsy  but  vifited  me  Co  often,  that 
I  was  fometimes  afraid  left  his  afliduitjf 
Aould  expofe  him  to  fufpicion.  When« 
ever  he  came  he  found  me  weepingi  and 
vhis  theirf^re  left  delightfully  enter*' 
tained  than  he  expe^ed.  After  freW 
quent  expoftulations  upon  the  unreafon- 
mentis  of  my  forrow,  and  innumcW 
rable  proleftations  of  everlafting  renrdf' 
be  at  laft  found  that  I  was  moit  af^ed 
with  the  lofs  of  my  innocence,  than' the 
idanser  of  my  famej  and  that  he  might 
not  pe  difhirbed  by  my  remorfe,  beganf 
to  lull  my  confcience  with  the  opiates  of 
irreligion.  His  arguments  were  fuch 
as  my  courfe  of  Fife  has  (ince  expofe<i 
me  often  to  the  necefiity  of  hearihg, 
vuljnr,  empty,  and  fallacious;  yet  the^ 
at  nrft  confounded  me  with  their  novel- 
ty, filled  me  with  doubt  and  perplexity^ 
and  interrupted  that  peace  which  I  be- 
gan to  feel  from  the  fincerity  of  my 
repentance,  without  fubftituting  any 
•wrfuffortt  IliftenedawhiWtobft 
3  C  impioM 
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'mpiout  plbhUf  but  it*t  influtnce  wm 
£x>D  oTerpowtrcd  by  natural  ccaibn  and 
•arly  education^  and  the  convifliona 
which  this  new  attempt  gave  me  of  hta 
bafeneft  completed  my  abhorrence*  I 
Jbave  heard  of  barbarianf,  who»  when 
^'^tenipefts  drive  ihipf  upon  their  coa0,de- 
/  <oy  them  to  the  rocks  that  they  may 
]  |>lunder  their  ladings  and  have  alwaya 
thought  that  wretches  thut  mercilefs  in 
theiir  depcedations  ought  to  be  deftroyed 
by  a  general  inrurrcdion  of  all  ibcial 
beings  I  vet  how  light  is  this  ^It  to  the 
'«rime  of  him  who,  in  the  agitations  of 
lemorfe,  cuts  away  the  anchor  of  piety* 
und  when  he  has  drawn  afide  credulity 
from  the  paths  of  virtue,  hides  the  light 
of  Heaven  which  would  dire6l  her  to  re* 
turn.  I  had  hitherto  confidered  him  as 
m  man  equally  betrayed  with  myielf  by 
the  concurrence  of  appetite  and  oppor- 
tunity; but  I  now  faw  with  horror  that 
lie  was  contriving  to  perpetuate  his  gra- 
tiBcationy  and  was  defirous  to  fit  roe  to 
bis  purpofe  by  complete  ^nd  radical 
comiptiQn. 

To  efcape»  however,  was  not  ytt  in  ^ 
my  power.  I  could  fupport  the  ex- 
pences  of  my  condition  only  by  the 
continuance  of  his  favour.  He  pro- 
vided all  that  was  neeeflfaryy  and  in  a 
few  weeks  congratulated  me  upon  my 
cTcape  from  the  danger  which  we  had 
both  expeded  with  fo  much  anxiety.  I 
then  began  to  remind  him  of  his  pro- 
mi£t  to  peftore  me  with  my  fame  unin- 
jured to  the  world*  He  prom i fed  me  in 
general  term^i  that  nothing  (hould  be» 
wanting  which  bit  power  could  add  tq 
my  happine{s»  but  forbore  to  releafe  me 
from  my  confinements  I  knew  how 
much  my  reception  in  the  world  de« 
pended  upon  my  fpeedy  return,  and  was 
therefore  outragcoufly  impatient  of  his 
delays,  which  I  now  perceived  to  be 
only  artifices  of  lewdnefs.  He  told  me, 
at  laft,  with  an  appi^arance  of  forrow, 
that  ail  hopes  of  re/loratien  to  my  for-  - 
mer  (late  were  for  ever  precluded;  that 
chance  had  difcovcrcd  my  frcret,  and 
malice  divulged  it;  and  that  nothing 
now  remained  but  to  feck  a  retreat 
more  private,  where  curiofity  of  hatred 
^ould  never  ^nd  us.  . 

The  rage,  anguifh*  and  cefentment, 

whic|)  I  Kit  at  this  account*  are  not  ta 

be  exprefled.    J  was  in  io  much  dread 

^  of  reproach  and  infamy,  which  he  le-*  ^ 

T    |ux(ented  as  piirfuing  me. with  full  cry, 

liUt  I  yielded  myfeTf  implicitly  tQ  hit 
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difpoOkl,  nai  wfi  nmttrU^  ythit^ 

thouiand  ftudied  precautiont,  thioug^ 
by-ways  and  dark  niffaget  to  anol)icr 
bou(e,  whtrt  I  baimfled  hini  with  ptr« 
petuai  folicttatioos  for  a  finall  aomiity* 
that  might  enable  m«  to  live  in  um 
country  in  obfcurity  and  innocence. 

This  demand  he  at  firft  evaded  witli. 
ardent  profeffionsi  but  in  tine  appeared 
offended  at  my  importunity  and  diftnift  $ 
and  havingone  day  endeavoured  to  foo^k 
me  with  uncommon  exprcffiona  of  itn- 
demefs,  when  he  found  my  difconient 
immoveable^  left  me  with  fbme  inarti- 
culate murmurs  of  anger.  I  was  uleafed 
t^t  he  was  at  laft  rouic4  to  kaihUitf^ 
and  expeftlng  that  at  his  next  vifitiko 
would  comply  with  my  requed,  live^. 
with  great  tranquillity  upon  the  money 
in  my  hands,  and  was  fo  much  ple^M 
with  this  paufe  of  perfecution>  that  I 
did  not  reiieft  how  much  his  abiiencQ . 
had  exceeded  the  ufual  intervals,  till  I 
was  alarmed  with  the  danger  of  want<« 
ing  fttbfiftence.    I  then  Aiddenly  coiw 
tra^M  my  expences,  but  was  unwtUip^ 
to  fupplicate  for  aififtance.    Neceffi^, 
howevcTi  foon  overcame  mv  modcfty  or 
my  pride»  and  I  applied  to  him  by  a  let- 
ter, biit  had  no  aniwer.   I  writ  in  trnna 
more  prefling,  but  withomt  tffe&.     I 
then  fent  an  agent  to  enquire  after  himg 
who  informed  me,  that  he  had  quittai 
his  houis)  and  was  gone  with  his  famUy 
to  reiide  for  foroe  time  upon  hit  ctae  ia 
Ireland. 

However  (hocked  at  this  abrupt  de* 
parture,  I  was  yet  unwilling  to  belicvo 
that  he  could  wholly  abandiMi  m!e>  and 
therefore,  by  the  fale  of  n^  cV>thes, 
I  fupported  myfelf,  expeding  that  every 
poft  would  bring  me  relief.  Ttma  X 
pafled  feven  months  between  hope  and 
deje6lion,  in  a  gradual  approach  to  po* 
verty  and  diftrefs,  emaciated  with  difton- 
tent,  and  bewildered  with  uncertainty* 
At  laft,  my  landlady,  after  many  hiita 
of  the  neceflity  of  a  new  lover^  took 
the  opportunity  of  my  abfence  tofearch 
my  boxes,  and  mifling  ibme  <tf  my  ap^ 

{>arel,  feized  the  remainder  for  rent^  and 
ed  me  to  the  door. 

To  remonftrate  againft  legal  crudty 
was  vain^  to  fupplicate  obdurate  bruta<9 
tality  was  hopeleis.  I  went  away,  { 
knew  not  whither,  and  wanderecl  9Jbioqt 
without  any  fettled  putjvtTe,  ^nac- 
quiinted  with  the  ufual  ea4>edients  of 
mifcry,  unqualified  for  laborious  oficcsa 
i^nud  to  meet  «n  qr(  U^(  ba4  feen  mt 
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Wfoft»  tnd  bopdeft  of  relief  from 
tkoie  who  were  ftrangert  to  my  former 
^condition.  Night  camt  on  in  the  midft 
^oiy  diftra^ioQy  and 'I  ftUl  continued 
M  wandei-  till  the  menaces  of  the 
watch  oblt^  me  to  ihdter  myfelf  in  a 
tovered  pa&fl^. 

Next  dkff  1  procured  a  lodginr  in  the 
backward  garret  of  a  mean  houie,  and 
employed  my  landlady  to  enquire  for 
A  ibrice.  My  appticationa  were  gene- 
tally  rcjeAed  for  want  of  a  character.  At 
length  I  was  received  at  a  draper*S)  but 
when  it  was  known  to  my  miftreft  that 
I  had  onlv  one  gown,  and  that  of  iilk» 
flie  was  Of  opinion  that  I  looked  like  a 
4Mef»  and  without  warning  hurried  me 
»way»  I  then  tried  to  fupport  myfelf 
by  my  lieedle;  and,  by  my  landlady*! 
recommendation^  obtained  a  little  work 
Drom  a  (bop,  and  for  three  weeks  lived 
without  repining  I  but  when  my  punc'> 
tuahty  had  gained  me  (o  much  reputa«> 
tion,  that  I  was  trufted  to  make  up  a 
bead  of  fome  value,  one  of  my  fellow- 
iodisera  ftole  the  lace,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  fly  from  a  proftcutton. 

Thus  driven  again  into  the  ftreets»  I 
lived  upon  the  le^ft  that  could  fupport 
ne,  and  at  night  accommodated  my- 
fdf  under  pent-houics  as  well  as  I 
could*  At  length  I  became  abfolutely 
pennylefs}  and  having  ftrolled  all  day 
.without  fuftenanccy  Was,  at  the  clofe  of 
^veningt  accofted  by  an  elderly  mai^ 
■with  an  invitation  lo  a  tavern.  I  re- 
luied  him  with  hefitation;  he  ieised  me 
by  the  hand»  and  drew  me  into  a  neigh- 
bouring houfe,  where  when  he  faw  my 
lace  pale  with  hunser,   and  my  ey^t 

epelhog  with  tears,  ne  fpumed  me  firom 
iDy  and  bade  me  cant  and  whine  in 
fooie  other  phicei  he  for  his  part  would 
take  care  ot  hb  pockets* 

^I  ftiU^ontinued  to  ftand  in  the  way, 
having  fcarcely  ftrength  to  walk  farther, 
when  another  foon  addrefled  me  in  the 
ikmt  maimer»  When  he  faw  the  (ame 
tokens  of  calami^,  he  confidered  that 
X  might  be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate^ 
•nd  therefore  quickly  made  overtures* 
which  I  had  no  longer  firmnefs  to  re- 
V£^»  By  this  man  1  was  maintained 
Imr  months '  in  pemiriotfa  wickcdnefs* 
«nd  then  abandoned  to  my  former  con^ 
tdition^  fipom  which  I  was  delivered  by 
'   rk£eper» 
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In  this  abjeft  ftate  t  hive  now  paflcd 
four  years,  the  drudge  of  ezt<Mrtion>  and 
the  fport  of  drunkennefs;  fonAtimes  the 
property  of  one  man,  and  fometimea 
the  common  prev  of  accidental  lewdnefs  { 
at  one  time  triclced  jip  for  fale  l>y  th^ 
miftrefsof  a  brothel*  at  another  b^* 
tiring  in  the  ftreets  to  be  relieved  from 
hunger  by  w(ckedne(s;  without  any  hope 
in  the  day  but  of  fittdin|;'  fome  whom 
folly  or  eaccfs  may  expote  to  my  allure* 
ments,  and  without  any  reflections  at 
night,  but  fuch  as  guilt  and  terror  im* 
prefs  Upon  mck 

If  thofe  who  paft  their  days  in  plenty 
and  iecurity  could  vi(it  for  an  ^hour 
the  difmal  receptacles  to  which  the  prof** 
titute  retiivs  from  her  noClurnai  excur- 
Sons,  and  fee  the  wretches  that  lie 
crowded  together^  mad  with  intempe* 
rancei  ghaftly  with  famine^  nauieous 
with  filth,  and  noifome  with  diieafc}  it 
would  not  be  eafy  for  any  degree  of  ab-» 
horrence  to  harden  them  againft  com* 
pailion,  or  to  reprefs  the  defire  wMth 
thev  muft  immediately  feel  to  refcue 
fuch  numbers  of  human  beings  from  m 
ftate  fo  dreadful* 

It  is  faid  that  in  Franee  they^annnall^ 
evacuate  their  ftreets,  and  fliip  their 
proftitutes  and  vagabonds  to  their  colo- 
nies. If  the  women  that  infeft  this  city 
had  the  fame  opportunity  of  escaping 
from  their  mifenes,  I  believe  very  little 
force  would  be  neceibry^  for  who  a« 
mong  them  can  dread  any  change?  Many 
of  us  indeed  are  whollv  unqualified  for 
any  but  the  moft  fervite  employments^ 
and  thofe  perhaps  would  require  the  care 
of  a  magimrate  to  hinder  them  from  fol» 
lowing  the  (ame  practices  in  another 
country;  but  others  are  only  precluded 
bv  infamy  from  reformation,  and  would 
gladly  be  delivered  on  anv  terms  from 
the  neceflity  of  guilt  and  the  tyranny  of 
chance.  No  pikcebuta  populous  city 
can  afford  opportunities  for  open  pro- 
ftitution,  and^  where  the  eye  of  jufHoe 
can  attend  to  individuals,  tho(e  who 
cannot  be  made  good  may  be  reftrained 
from  mifchief*  ror  my  part,  I  fliould 
exult  at  the  privilege  of^  baoi(hment» 
and  think  mylelf  happy  in  any  region 
that  (hould  re(h>re  me  once  again  m 
honcfty  and  peace* 

1 9m,  Sir»  &c* 

MUMthhm 
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N»  CtXXrt.  SATURDAY,  WOVE^BER  9,  rfff^ 

t«rS  IIOOAIX  tOLSf  4«AtlHtlM  rtlMt,  PVTVKVIy 

•I  riAMLOCUPLBty  ttMI^VB  HITXIITB  FOTSNt*        .  , 

%J0Iltq.VAM  FOISB  rVTAt  MOKXS  KAKKABK  rVTUftOt? 
Die  lilHl>  tl  f lAt  TV  IBO^  ^A(Llt  XBlt* 

Makt* 

^K|ICUI»  TOV*tX  OPTXN  AtK*p  tfX  HOlT  I*D  tl¥S, 
iaOQt^P  fATE  AT  ONCX  BOTH  WBAXTH  AMD  RONOVB  •Xyx'« 
WHAT  tOVL  Hit  FOTVKX  CONDUCT  CAM  POBXSBB? 
tSLL  Kb  ^MAT  S0B7  OF  tlON  Y0«  WOO^A  JB. 

F.  Lxwf ». 


NOTHING  hti  been  tonger  ob- 
fcnred,  than  that  a  change  of  for* 
tunecanfcf  a  change  of  maniMrs;  and 
that  it  if  ^difficult  to  coiijeAtire»  f^oim 
the  condud  of  him  whom  we  fee  in  a 
low  €oodition»  how  be  would  aft  if 
^ivealtht  and  power  weie  put  into  bit 
Innds.  But  it  if  generaUj  agreed,  that 
€tw  men  afe  nradt  better  by  affluence 
fu-  otakation;  aod  that  the  powers  of 
the  mind,  whed  they  are  nnbomid  and 
/"txpanded  by  the  fun-ibine  of  fieliclty, 
'  Aore'  frequently  luxuriate  into  follies 
than  blollbm  ima  goodnefs« 

Nfany  obfervationf  bafe«onairred  t» 
tfhibliilh  thit' opinion,  and  it  it  not  like- 
ly Toon  to  becbme  obfolcte,  for  want  of 
iiew  occafiont  to  revive  it*  The'{(reat- 
4r  part  of  mankind«Bre  corrupt  in  every 
Condition,  and  dtfe  hi  high  and  in  low 
Nations,  only  as  they  have  more  or  fewer 
opportunities  of  gratifying  their  difires, 
or  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  reftrained  by 
liuman  cenfuret*  Many  vitiate  their 
principles  in  the  acquimion  of  riches } 
mnd  who  can  wonder  that  what  is  gained 
by  fraud  and  extortion  it  enjoyed  with 
granny  and  excefs?     - 

Yet  I  am  willmg  to  believe  that  the 
depravation  of  tb^mind  by  external  ad- 
vantages, though  certainly  not  uncom- 
inon^  yet  approaches  not  ib  aearly  to 
iiniverfality,  as  fome  have  aflerted  in 
the  bittemcA  of  refentmcnt,  or  heat  of 
declamation. 

Whoever  rifes  above  thole  who  onoe 
pleafed  themfelves  with  equality,  will 
nave  many  malevolent  gazers  at  his 
eminence.  To  gain  fooner  than  others 
that  wkich-all  purfue  with  the  fame  ar- 
dour, and  to  which  all  imagine  them- 
iclves  entitled,  wi)l  for  ever  be  a  crime* 
When  thofe  who  iiarted  with  us  in 
'"Ike  ra90  of  fife,  leave  us  iS^far  behind. 


that  we  h«ve  tittle  hope  to  eivertdto 
them*  we  revenge  our  difiR>|k>intiiniiC 
by  remarks,  on  die  arts  or  AippiaBtM 
atioft  by  which  they  gamed  the  ad« 
▼antagt,  or  .on  the  folly  and  arrogance 
with  wfaicli  tbey  poflcls  it*  Of  tbena  , 
wbofe  rile  we  could  not  hinder,  we  So^  ' 
lace  ourfeWes  by  prognoAidktiag  <te 
faU.  7 

It  is  impdffibk  for  human  ponty  not 
to  betray  to  an  eye,  thus  iharpened  bf 
bnalignity,  ibme  llains  whiek  ky  eon-' 
cealedaiid  unregarded  wfaileoonethdogMl 
it  their  interelt  to  difcover  them}  nor  €am 
the  moft  drcumlpsA  tttentiony  or  ftadf 
reaitnde,  eicaf^e  bhmie  firdm  ccnlbie^ 
^bo  have  m>  inclination  to  approver 
Riches  therefore  perhaps  do  aotib  ofitea 
pnodtfce  erinoes  as  ihcite  aocniera. 

The  common  ehar|^  againft  Aoft 
who  rife  above  their  original  condition,  m 
that  of  pride«  It  is  certain  that  {xncotSb 
naturally  confirms  us  in  a  faiourabfe 
opinion  of  our  own  abilities^  Scares' 
any  man  is  willing  to  allot  to  acddenty 
friendihip,  and  a  dioofimd  cauies,  whicb 
concur  ia  evtry  event  without  hnmati 
contrivance  or  interpofition,  the  nan 
which  they  may  juftfy  claim  in  his  ad-* 
▼ancement.  We  rate  ourleWes  by  o«r 
fortune  rather  than  our  virtues,  and  eic^ 
orbiunt  chims  are  quickly  pradooed  bf 
inuginary  merit.  Sut  captioufnefs  and 
jealottfy  are  iikswifeeafily  offended,  and 
to  him  who  (hidioofly  looks  for  a»af» 
front,  every  mode  of  behaviour  wwtt 
fupply  ir  ^  freedom  will  be  mderiefs,  lad 
reierve  fullennefs;  mirth  wiU  be  wM* 
gence,  and  feriouthefs  formality:  what 
he  is  received  with  ceremony,  diftanos 
and  refpe£l  are  inculcated  j  if  he  is  HeAfe* 
ed  with  familiarity,  he  concludes  hinDi« 
felf  intuited  by  condefcenfions. 

It  muft  however  be  wxMkd,  dixt  a» 
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jdl  M^  c1iaii|ei  viK  dangerootf  a 
^uick  tranfition  troQi  poverty  to  abund- 
ance  can  feldom  be  made  with  fafetj. 
}!•  that  has  ttibe  lived  within  £kht  if 
pleafures  which  ne  could  not  reacS^  will 
n^  moit  than  coMmon  moderation^ 
not  toJofe  his  reafon  in  unbounded  riot, 
iRrhen  they  are  firft  pot  into  his  power. 

Every  poflefRon  it  endeaied  by  noVdw 
Cy ;  every  f^tiiication  it  cKaggirated  by 
defii^  k  i$  difficult  not  to  «fKiiaia 
4»hat  18  lately  ^ined  above  it*»  fval  va- 
lue; it  is  impoflible  not  to  annex  greater 
lu^pineA  k>  that  condition  kom  which 
4reaic  unwillingly tfzchided,  than  nature 
liaf  H|QalJfted  ns  to  obtain.  For  thb 
Iftafbn,  the  remote  inberitDr  of  an  on* 
capped  fortune  may  be  gencralljr  diC* 
tingutfted  iVom  diofe  v^  are  ^enridied 
in  th^  common  comrfe  of  Kncal  defc^nt^ 
by  hit  Mater  hafte  to  enjoy  hit'wealib> 
-by  the  ndery  of  hit  dreft,  the  pomp  of 
fait  equipage,  the^lendor  of  hit  fomi* 
tiiirey  and  the  lasury  o(  hit  table. 

A  fhouland  tbii^  which  famillarSty 
dllbovert  to  be  c?  little  iraloe,  -have 
power  for  a  time  to  feiae  the  impgini^* 
iion.  A  Virginian  king,  whhi  the 
Bupopeani  had  foced  a  lock  on  hit  door, 
trat  fo  delighted  to  find  kit  liibjeAt  ad- 
Inhted  or  eacloded  with  (uch  facility, 
that  it  was  from  morning  torevening'hit 
whole  employment  to  turn  the  key. 
We,  among  whom  lockt  and  keyt  have 
lieen  kmgar  in  ufe,  are  inclined  to  lauch 
lit  dit  American  amuiitoent;  yet  I  doobt 
%i^hether  thit  paper  will  have  a  iingl^ 
tender  that  nmy  not  apply  the  ftory  to 
fctmfelf,  and.  recoUeft  fome  hourt  of  Bit 
lift  in  which  he  hat  been  equally  over- 
|iowtped  by  the  traniitory  charmt  of 
trifling  ly^velty.  - 

Some  indulgence  it  due, to  him  whom 
%  bappy  gale  of  fbrtue  hat  fuddenly 
tranfoorted  into  new  reaiont,  vrhere  un- 
•ccuftomed  luflre  daazKt  his  eyet,  and 
aintafted  delicatiet  (blicit  bit  appetite, 
f^  bim  not  be  confidered  at  loll  in  hope- 
left  degeneracy,  though  he  for  a  while 
ibrgett  the  regard  due  to  others,  to  in- 
tlulge  the  contemplation  of  himfelf,  and 
'in  the  extravagance  of  bis  firft  raptures 
-•xpefts  that  his  eye  fliovld  regulate  the 
aiotions  of  all  that  approach  bim,  and 
^'t  opinion  be  received  Sis  dectfive  and 
oraMlous.  His  intoxication  will  give 
^vay  to  timei  ^he  madnefs  of  joy  will 
^mtiinpcrceptibl/away)  the  ftnftaf 
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hit  infufficieney  will  foon  retumi  he  will 
remember  that  the  co-operation  of  ochera 
is  necelTary  to  hit  happinefs,  and  learn 
fo  conciliate  their  n;gardt  by  reciprteal 
beneficence. 

Then  isi  at  leaft^  one  caafideration 
which  ought  to  aDeviate  our  cenfuret  of 
the  powoful  and  rich.  To  im^igine 
Ihem  chaigeable  with  aU  the  guih  aftd 
folly  of  their  own  a^iom,  is  to  be  Very 
litde  acquainted  With  the  world* 

De  P  abfolu  fewmir  vms  igHorex  tyorefft^ 
Et  du  Ucbejltteur  Is  wm  encbauttriffe. 
Thou  htft  fioc  known  the  giddy  whirfo  of  fat^ 
NoriiBrvileastterief  whtdt  eochsnt  thsgitat^ 
Mift  A.  W. 

He  that  can  do  aMck  good  ar  barm, 
will  not  find  many  wbdm  ambiti^a  me 
cowardice  will  fuffer  to  be  finaei^ 
Wbtli  we  live  upon  the  level  widi  the 
veft  of  mankind}  we  are  reminded  of  our 
doty  by  the  admonitions  of  friends^  an4 
reproaches  of  enemies)  but  men  wba> 
ftand  in  the  bigkeft  ranks  of  fociet)^ 
ieldom  hear  of  their  faults  {  if  by  any 
accidentan  opprobrious  clamo^ur  leatli^ 
their  ears,  flattery  is  always  at  baodl« 
pour  in  her  opiates,  to  quiet  conviAioa^ 
and  obtur.d  remorfe^ 

Favour  it  feldom  gained  but  by  eoai* 
formity  in  vice.  Virtue  can  Aand  wkli« 
out  ain^nce,  and  conHdert  heHelf  atb 
very  little  obliged  b^  countenance  an4 
approbation  I  but  vice,  fpiritleit,  an^ 
timonmt,  feeks  the  (belter  of  crowdst^ 
and  iupport  of  confederacy.  The  fyco^^ 

{thant,  tnertfore,.negIeds  the  good  qua- 
ities  of  his  patron,  and  employs  all  hm 
art  on  his  weaknefles  and  foHies,  rngilag 
bis  feigning  vanityi,  or  fthnulatet  hia 
fncevalem  ddiresc 

Virtue  is  Aifficiently  diflkult  with  anfi 
eifcumllances,  but  the  difficulty  is  in« 
creafed  when  reproof  and  advice  8i« 
frighted  away.  In  common  Iife»  lea.. 
fon  an4  conicienee  have  only  the  appe** 
tites  and  paffions  to  encounter^  but  in 
higher  ftations  they  muft  c^pole  arti* 
fice  and  adulation.  He,  theiefbre,  that 
yiekls  to  fuch  temptations,  cannot  giv« 
thofe  who  look  upon  his  mifeaiHage 
much  reafon  for  exultation,  fince  few 
ean  juftly  prefume  that  from  the  iiime 
^nare  tkey  Should  have  been  able   to 
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MOWtAr,  WHItX  ▼XBTUB  STOFStAIID  TICB  BttilMS^ 


AS  any  a6kion  or  pofturcy  long  con- 
t]Diied»  will'  diftoit  and  disfigure 
the  limbs;  Co  the  mind  likewife  is  crip« 
S^   pled  and  contrafled  by  perpetual  appii-* 
^  cation  to  the  fame  fet  of  ideas.    It  is 
^  eafy  to  guefs  the  trade  of  an  artizan  by 
/"*  h'n  knees*  his.  fingers>  or  his  (houlders; 
I      and  there  are  few  among  men  of  the  mofc 
liberal  profefltons,  whofe  minds  do  not 
carry  the  brand  of  their  callin?,  or  whofe 
converfation  does  not  quickly  difcover 
to  what  clafs  oFthe  community  they  be- 

Thefe  peculiarities  have  been  of  great 
«fe  in  the  general  hoftilitv  which  every 
part  of  mankind  exerciies  againft  the 
lefty  to  fumifli  infults  and  farcafiss. 
Bvery  art  has  if  s  diale6l  uncouth  and 
tingrateful  to  all  whom  coftom  has  not 
reconciled  to  it's  found,  and  which 
ffaercfore  becomes  ridiculous  by  a  flight 
mifapplicaiionf  or  unneceflary  repeti« 
tion. 

The  general  reproach  with  which  ig- 
norance revenges  the  fupercilioul'nefs  of 
learning,  is  that  of  pedantry;  a  ceafui« 
'which  every  man  incurs,  who  has  at  any 
time  the  misfortune  to  talk  to  thofe  who 
cannot  underftand  him,  and  by  whi<;h 
the  modeft  and  timorous  aie  fometimes 
liri|;hted  from  the  difplay  of  their  ac- 
<luifition8,  and    the  exertion  of  their 


The  name  o^a  pedant  is  fo  formida- 
ble to  young  men  when  they  firft  fally 
from  their  colleges,  and  is  fo  liberally 
fcattered  by  thde  who  mean  to  boaft 
their  ele!gaoce  of  education,  eafinefs  of 
manners,  and  knowledge  of  the  world, 
that  it  feems  to  require  particular  con- 
iideration ;  fmce«  perhaps,  if  it  were 
once  underftood,  many  a  heart  might  be 
lireed  from  painfiJ  apprehcnfions,  and 
many  a  tongue  delivernl  from  reftraint. 

Pedantry  is  the  unfeafonablc  ol^enta- 
tion  of  learning.  It  may  be  difcovered 
cither  in  the  choice  of  a  fubje^,  or  in  the 
manner  of  treating  it.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly guilty  of  p«iantry  who,  when  he 
has  made  him  felf  matter  of  fome  abftrufe 
Md  uncultivattd  part  of  knowledge,  ob« 


tnides  his  remarks  and  dl/boveriet  upoii 
thofis  whom  he  believes  unable  to  judge 
of  his  proficiency^  and  from  whom,  a* ' 
he  caiuiot  f)ear  contradifUon,  he  cannot 
properly  exped  applaufif* 

To  this  error  the  ftudent  is  fometlmeB 
betrayed  by  the  natural  recurrence  of  tho 
mind  to  it*8  common  employment,  hf 
the  pleafure  which  every  man  receive 
from  the  recoHeflion  of  pleafing  ima^^ 
and  the  defire  of  dwelling  upon  toptcka 
on  which  he  knows  himielf  able  to  fpak 
with  juftnefs.  But  becaufe  we  are  ftl« 
dom  fo  far  prejudiced  in  favour  of  each 
other,  as  to  iearch  out  for  paOiationst 
this  failare  of  politenefs  is  imputed  al« 
ways  to  vanity)  and  the  harmlefs  col* 
legiate,  who  porhaps  intended  entertain* 
ment  and  inlb*u^on^  or  at  vrorft  only 
/poke  without  fufEdent  refleftion  upcm 
the  charaAer  of  his  hearers,  is  cenfured 
as  arrogant  or  overbearing,  and  eager 
to  extend  his  renown,  in  contempt  of  the 
convenience  of  ibciety,  and  the  laws  of 
converfation. 

All  difcourfe  of  which  others. cannot 
paitake,  is  not  only  an  trkfome  ufurpa4 
tion  of  the  time  devoted  to  pleafure  and 
entertainment,  but,  what  never  fails  tm 
excite  very  keen  refcntment,  an  infrlent 
BlTertion  of  fuperiority,  and  a  triumpli 
over  tefs  enlightened  underftandingt*. 
The  pedant  is>  therefore,  not  only  h«ml 
-with  wearinefs,  but  malignity)  andthoft 
who  conceive  themfelves  infulted  by  hit 
knowledge,  never  fail  to  tell  with  acri* 
mony  how  injudicioufly  it  was  exerted* 

To  avoid  this  dangerous  imputation^ 
fcholars  fometimes  divcit  themfelves  witk 
too  much  hafte  of  their  ac&demical  for* 
maliiy,  and  in  their  endeavours  to  ac« 
Comnsodate  their  nations  and  their  ftylc 
to  common  conceptions,  talk  rather  o^ 
any  thing  than  of  that  which  they  ud* 
derftand,  and  fink  into  infipidityoffen* 
timent  and  meanneis  of  expreilion* 

There  prevails  among  men  of  letters 
an  opinion,  that  all  appearance  of  fciencc 
is  particularly  hateful  to  women)  and 
that  therefore,  whoever  defires  to  bi  we^ 
received  in  ftloale  aiTembliet,  liiuft  qua« 
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Itfy  himfelf  by  a  total  tejeaion  of  all 
that  is /criouji,  rational,  or  imjportant; 
nmft  confider  arzument  or  criticifm  at 
perpemaHy  inteiSiaedi  and  devote  all 
his  at^tion  to  triflety*aiid  all  hit  elo« 
quence  to  compliment. 

^tudentt  often  form  their  nodont  of 
the  preient  generation  from  the  writingt 
of  the  paft,  and  are  not  very  early  in- 
formed of  thofe  changet  which  the  gra- 
dual difftifion  of  knowledgty  or  the  iud- 
den  caprice  of  falhion,  producet  in  the 
world.  Whatever  mient  be  the  ftate  of 
fennale  literaturein  the  uftcenturv^  there 
it  DOW  no  longer  any  danger  left  the 
fcholar  ihould  want  an  adequate  audi- 
ence at  the  tea-table$  and  whoever 
^inkt  it  neceffary  to  regulate  hit  cpn- 
yerfation  bv' antiquated  rulett  will  be 
rather  defpifed  for  his  futility  than  ca- 
jrefled  for  his  politenefs. 

To  talk  intentionally  in  a  manner 
tbove  the  coropreheniion  of  thofe  whom 
we  addrefsy  is  unqueftionable  pedantry  $ 
but  furely  complaifance  requires,  that 
90  man  fhould,  without  proof,  con- 
clude his  company  incapable  of  follow- 
ing him  to  the  higheft  elevation  of  hit 
fancy,  or  tbe  utmoft  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge. It  is  always  fafer  to  err  in  fa- 
vour of  oCheri,  than  of  ourielves,  and 
therefore  we  feldom  hazard  much  by  en- 
deavouring to  excel. 

It  ought  at  leaft  to  be  the careof  learn- 
ing, when  (he  quits  her  exaltation,  to 
deleend  with  dignity.  Nothing  it  more 
defpicable  than  the  airinefs  and  jocula- 
rity of  a  man  bred  to  (evere  fcience,  and 
ii^tary  meditation.  To  trifle  a^jreeably 
is  a  fecret  which  fchools  cannot  impart) 
0uit  say  negligence  and  vivacious  levity, 
which  charm  down  refiftance  wherever 
fhey  appear,  are  never  attainable  by  him 
Hrho^  having  fpent  his  firft  years  among 


the  duft  of  libriirief ,  enters  late  Into  dii 
gay  world  with  an  unpliant  attention  and 
cftabliihed  habits. 

It  is  oblerved  in  the  panegyrick  on 
Fabricius  the  mechanift,  (hat,  though 
forced  by  puhlick  cmployaientt  int» 
mingled  conver&tioo,  he  never  loft  tho 
modefty  and  ferioufnefs  of  the  convent^ 
nor  drew  ridicule  upon  himfelf  hy  aa 
affected  imitation  ot  fafliionable  life. 
To  the  fame  praife  every  man  devoted 
to  learning  ought  to  afpire.  If  he  at* 
tempts  the  fofter  arts  of  pleafing,  and 
endeavours  to  learn  the  graceful  how 
and  the  familiar  embrace,  the  infinua|w^ 
in|  kccent  and  the  general  fmile,  he  wfll 
lole  the  refped  due  to  the  chantd^er  or 
learning,  without  arriving  at  the  envied 
honour  of  doing  any  thing  with  eleganct 
and  facility. 

Theophiaftus  was  difcovered  not  I9 
be  a  native  of  Athens,  by  fo  ftri^t  aa 
adherence  to  the  Attic  dialed,  as  (hew* 
ed  that  he  had  learned  it  not  bv  cuftom^ 
but  by  rule.  A  man  not  early  formed, 
to  habitual  elejrance,  betrays  in  like 
manner  the  effecct  of  his  education,  hf 
an  unneceiTary  anxiety  of  'behaviour* 
It  is  as  poflibie  to  become  pedantick  hf 
fear  of  pedantry,  as  to  be  troubleibme 
by  ill-timed  civilitjr.  There  is  no  kind 
of  impertinence  more  juftly  cenfurable» 
than  his  who  is  always  labouring  to  km 
thoughts  to  intellects  higher  than  hit 
own$  who  apologizes  for  every  word 
which  his  own  narrownefs  of  converib 
inclines  him  to  think  unufualj  keeps  the, 
exuberance  of  his  faculties  nnder  vifible 
reftraint;  is  folicitous  to  anticipate  en« 
quiries  by  needlefs  explanations;  and^ 
endeavours  to- (hade  his  own  abilities*  \ 
left  weak  eyes  (hould  be  dazzled  witll 
their  luftrt  • 
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Va|UI|IM.HA»»V  IK  OOEMVy  U>]C6C  rVGl,  DVMMABO  IMVM. 

ir  HS  MAY  HAVy  Bit  JXtT)  KX  MfYfK  CARCt 

At  WHOIS  Xj^rXMCXJ  not  rA/XMO  MOA  fATAON  trAX^Xt. 


VO  TttI  KAMBLIR. 
*;HR.  AAMXLBly 

TH  C  Iaws  of  ibeiti  bencTolence  ne« 
quire,  that  every  man  (hould  en« 
favour  to  aflift  others  by  bU  ei^rience. 
Jfe  thttt  ha$  at  laft  dfcaped  into  port  froin 
^e  fluifiiiatipai  of  ch^cej  and  the  guits 
«/oppo((tiont  Qu^ht  to  make  fome  im-^ 
Movements  in  the  c^ar^of  life,  by  marl;- 
htg  the  rocks  on  which  he  has  been 
cfamed^  and  the  ihallowa  where  be  hai, 
^  l^rcn  ftranded* 

The  error  into  which  T  was  betniyed|^ 
When  cnf^om  fir  ft  gav^  me  up  to  my 
0«vi  direflion,  is  very  frequently  inci- 
drnt  to  the  quick,  the  fprightlyi  tha^ 
fcaricJSi  :ind  me  gay^  to  all  whofe  ar- 
dour hurries  ihem  into  precipitate  execuf 
^Dn  of  their  dcGgtis^  :md  imprudent  de- 
-cfatation  of  their  opinions)  who  feldom 
cpiuH  the  co/t  of  pitafurcj  ojr  ermine 
the  diflanf  confequencctof  «)ny  pra^ice 
that  ll:iu«rf  tbein  with  ImmediaU:  gratis 
^cation. 

I  came  forth  irto  ihe  crowded  wpfld . 
%ith  the  ufud  iuvin  iU  ambitior)^  aijd  d^- 
fired  notblpg  beyond  the  title  of  a  wit. 
B^oney  I  qonfidered  a«  bielQw  my  care; 
lor  I  faw  fuch  muhitudes  grow  rich 
without  underftanding,  that  I  could  not 
forbear  to  look  on  wealth  as  an  acquifi- 
tion  eafy  to  indiiftry  di reeled  by  geniut> 
and  therefore  threw  it  afide  a%  a  fecon- 
dary  convenience,  to  be  procqffd  when 
sny  principal  wi(h  (hould  be  fati8Hed,an4 
the  ciaim  to  inteUedual  excellence  unii- 
verfally  acknowledged. 

With  this  view  1  regulated  my  beha- 
viour in  publick,  and  exercifed  my  me- 
«ytations  jp  foliltide.  My  Ufe  was  di- 
vided between  the  care  of  providing 
topicks  for  the  entertainment  of  my 
company,  and  that  of  .colle£ling  com- 
f>Any  worthy  to  be  entertained;  for  I 
ibon  found,  that  wit,  like  tvcry  other 
|>ower,  has  it*s  bouodariesj  that  it*i  fuc- 


FxAjrcia;    * 

cefi  dfft^dt  tipoQ  the  aptitude  of  otfaert^ 
to  receive  invprefHontj  and  that  as  ibmc 
bodietf  indifloluble  by  heat,  can  (et  th^ 
furnace  and  crucible  at  defiance,  thers  \ 
are  minds  upon  which  the  ray^s  of  fancy  / 
may  be  pointed  without  cf&d,  and  which  / 
no  fire  of  fentineat  can  agitate  or  exalt.  ^ 

It  wa^  howcver>  not  long  before  I 
fitted  myielf  with  a  (et  of  companion^ 
who  l^ew  how  to  lau^h^  and  to  whom 
no  other  recommendation  was  necef&iy 
than  the  pqwer  of  firiking  put  a  jeft. 
Among;  thoft  I  fixed  ^y  refidencey  and 
fpr  a  tune  enioyed  the  felicity  of  diftnrb- 
ing  thf(  nei^hlx)urt  every  ni^ht  with  ^ 
o^reperou«  appUufe  which  my  fallje^ 
fjarcea  froio  the  au^iepce.  The  rnu- 
tation  oT  our  clut)  every  day  increa&(^ 
and  as  mv  flights  and  remajpcs  were  cir- 
culated by  my  admlrerst'  every  day 
l^tboght  new  loliciuitiojcis  for  adn^iiCpfl^ 
into  Qur  fociety. 

To  fupport  tJie  perpetual  Aind  af 
i^ernmeat»  I  frequented  f  very  |>l4ce  oC 
concourii^  cultivated  the  acquaintanct 
of  all  tlie  fafhionahle  race,  and  pafM 
the  (jay  in  a  continual  fuccefiipp  of  vitUi 
in  which  I  coUe&ed  a  ti^eaiun  pf  i^loi* 
fantry  for  the  expences  qjt  the  ei^iM* 
Whatever  error  of  condu^  I  could  dil* 
cover,  whatever  peculiarity  of  manner 
I  could  obferve,  whatever  weaknefs  was 


betraved  by  confidence,  whatever  lapio 

fuffered  by  n( 
together  for  the  diverfion  of  my  wild 


was  fuffered  by  negleA,  all  was  drawn 


companionty  who,  when  they  had  been 
tauriit  the  art  of  ridicule^  nfvec  faiM' 
to  hgnalixe  themfelves  by  a  zealous  imi* 
tation,  and  filled  the  town  on  theenfu-  * 
ing  day  with  fcandal  and  vexation,  with 
merriment  and  fhamc. 

I  can  fcarcely  believe*  when  I  recoIle£| 
my  own  practice,  that  I  could  have  been 
(o  far  deluded  with  petty  praife,  as  to 
div  ulge  the  fecrets  of  truft,  and  to  expofa 
the  levitiet  of  frankAcfaj  id  waylay  tht  *s 
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walks  of  the  cautious,  and  furprize  the 
fccurity  of  the  though tlefs.  Yet  it  is 
certain,  that  for  many  years  I  heard  no- 
thing but  with  defign  to  tell  it,  and  faw 
nothing  with  any  other  curioiity  than 
after  fmne  £iiilure  that  might  fumifti  out 
a  jeft. 

My  heart,  indeed,  acquit^  me  of  de- 
liberate malignity,  or  interefted  infidi- 
oufnefs.  I  had  no  other  pui-pofe  thin 
to  heighten  the  pleafure  of  laughter  by 
communication,  nor  ever  raifed  any  pe- 
cuniary advantage  from  the  calamities 
of  others .  I  led  weakncfs  and  negl  igcnce 
into  diflScuIties,  only  that  I  might  divert 
myfelf  with  their  perplexities  and  dif- 
treffes;  and  violated  every  law  of  fnend- 
(hip,  with  no  other  hope  than  that  of 
gaining  the  reputation  of  fmartnefs  and 
waggery. 

I  would  not  be  underHood  to  charge 
myfelf  with  any  crimes  of  the  atrocious 
or  de(lru£live  kind.  I  never  betrayed 
an  heir  to  gamefters,  or  a  girl  to  de- 
bauchees j  never  intercepted  thekindnefs 
of  a  patron,,  or  fported  away  the  reputa- 
tion of  innocence.  My  delight  was  only 
in  petty  mifchief  and  momentary  vexa- 
tions, and  my  acutenefs  was  employed 
not  upon  fraud  and  oppreflion  whicn  it 
had  been  meritorious  to  detect,  but  upon 
harmlefs  ijpiorance  or  abfurdity,  preju- 
dice or  miHake. 

This  enquiry  I  purfued  with  fo  much 
diligence  and  fagacity,  that  I  was  able 
to  relate,  of  every  man  I  knew,  forae 
blunder  or  mifcarriajge;  to  betray  the 
moft  circumfpeft  of^my  friends  into 
follies,  by  a  judicious  flattery  of  his  pre- 
dominant paflion;  or  expofe  him  to  con- 
tempt, by  placing  him  m  circumftances 
which  put  his  prejudices  into  a^ion, 
brought  to  view  his  natural  dcfe<Sls,  or 
drew  the  attention  of  the  company  on 
his  airs  of  afFe6lation. 

The  power  had  been  pofTefTed  in  vain 
if  it  haa  never  been  exerted;  and  it  was 
not  my  cuftom  to  let  any  arts  of  jocu- 
larity remain  unemployed.  My  impa- 
tience of  applaufe  brought  me  always 
early  to  the  place  of  entertainment;  and 
I  feldom  failiri  to  lay  a  fcherae  with  the 
finall  knot  that  firft  gathered  round  me, 
by  which  fome  of  thofe  whom  we  ex- 
pelled might  be  made  fubfervient  to  our 
Iport.  Every  man  has  fome  favourite 
topick  of  convcrfation,  on  which,  by  a 
feigned  ferioufncft  of  attention,  he  mav 
be  drawn  to  expatiate  without  ena. 
Every  man  has  fome  habitual  contor- 


tion of  hodfy  or  eftabliihcd  mode  of  ex- 
preflion,  which  never  fails  to  raife  mirtlt 
if  it  be  pointed  out  to  notice.  By  pro- 
motions of  theie  particularities  I  (eoired 
our  pleafantry.  Oureompanion  entered 
with  his  ufual  gaiety,  and  began  to  par- 
take of  our  nouy  cheerfulnefs,  when  the 
convcrfation  was  imperceptibly  diverted 
to  a  fubje6l  which  prefled  upon  his  ten- 
der part,  and  extorted  the  expe£bsd 
ihrug,  the  cuftomary  exclamation,  or 
the  predicted  remark.  A  general  cla- 
mour of  joy  then  burft  from  all  that 
were  admitted  to  the  ftratagem.  Our 
mirth  was  often  increafed  by  3ie  triumph 
of  him  that  occafioned  it;  for  as  we  do 
not  haftily  form  concluHons  againftour- 
lelves,  feldom  any  one  fufpeded,  that 
he  had  exhilarated  us  otherwife  than  by 
his  wit. 

You  will  hear,  I  believe,  with  very 
little  furprize,  that  by  this  conduct  I  had 
in  a  fhort  time  united  mankind  aeainft 
me,  and  that  every  tongue  was  diagent 
in  prevention  or  revenge.  I  foon  per- 
ceived myfelf  regarded  with  malevolence 
or  dhbruft,  but  wondered  what  had  been 
difcovered  in  me  eidier  terrible  or  hate- 
ful. I  had  invaded  no  man^s  property; 
I  had  rivalled  no  man'^s  claims;  nor  had 
ever  engaged  in  any  of  thofe  attempts 
which  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  ambition, 
or  Che  rage  of  fa£lion.  1  had  lived  but 
to  laugh,  and  make  others  laugh;  and 
believed  that  I  was  loved  by  all  «who 
carefled,  and  favoured  by  all  who  ap- 
plauded me.  I  never  imagined,  that  be 
who,  in  the  mirth  of  a  noclumal  revel, 
concurred  in  ridiculing  his  fiiend,  would 
confider,  in  a  cooler  hour,  that  the  fame 
trick  might  be  played  againft  himfelf; 
or  that,  even  where  there  is  no  fenfe  of 
danger,  the  natural  pride  of  human 
natiu^  rifcs  againll  him,  who  by  gene- 
ral cenfures  lays  claim  to  general  fupe- 
riority. 

I  was  convinced,  by  a  total  defertion, 
of  the  impropriety  of  my  condu6l;  every 
man  avoided,  and  cautioned  others  to 
avoid  me.  Wherever  I  came,  1  found 
filence  and  dejc^ion,  coldnefs  ai.d  ter-* 
ror.  No  one  would  venture  to  fpeak, 
left  he  fhould  lay  himfelf  open  to  unfa- 
vourable reprefentations;  the  company, 
however  numerous,  dropped  off  at  my 
entrance  upon  various  j)rctences;  and  if 
I  retired  to  avoid 'the  (hame  of  being  left, 
I  heard  confidence  and  mirth  revive  at 
my  departure. 

If  thofe  whom  I  had^us  pflended, 

Di|ti^  by  VjOO      cpuld 
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could  have  contented  themfclves  with  re- 
paying one  inlblt  for  another,  and  kept 
up  the  war  only  by  a  reciprocation  of 
farcafms,  they  mighthave  pci-haps  vexed, 
but  Avould  never  much  have  nurt  roe; 
for  no  man  heartily  hates  him  at  whom 
'  lie  can  laugh.  But  thefe  wounds  which 
they  give  me  as  they  fly,  are  withmn  cure; 
this  2arm  which  they  fpread  by  their  fo- 
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licitude  to  efcape  me,  excludes  mt  fi^m 
all  friendfhip  and  firom  all  pleafurr.  f 
am  condemned  to  pafs  a  long  interval 
of  my  life  in  folitiide,  as  a  man  fu-  \ 
fpe£led  of  infe£lion  is  refuied  admiffion  ] 
into  cities;  and  muft  linger  in  obTcunty,  ^ 
till  my  condu£^  ftiall  convince  theworid, 
that  I  may  be  approacheci  without  hazard . 
I  am,  &c.      DiCACULUS. 


N<>  CLXXV.    TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  19,  1751. 

KARI  QUIPPl  BONI,   NUMZKO  VlX  SUWT  TOTIDKM  qjIfOT 

trcbarum  porta,  vel  myitis  ottia  nili. 

Jdv. 

good  men  are  scarce,  the  jwst  are  thinly  sown; 
they  thrive  but  ill,  nor  can  they  last  when  growh. 

AND  snoyLD  WE  COUNT  THEM,  AND  OUR  S^ORB  CpMYIL.E; 

yZT  THEBES  MORE  GATES  COULD  SHEW,  MORE  MOUTHS  THE  KILE. 

CRBBCMi 


NONE  of  the  axioms  of  wifdom 
which  recommend  the  ancient  (ages 
to  veneration,  feems  to  have  rec^uired  tefs 
extent  of  knowledge,  or  perfpicacity  of 
penetration,  than  the  remaHc  of  Bias, 
that  *  ii  irxlowc  it«jt3»— the  majority  arc 
*  wicked.' 

The  depravity  of  mankind  is  foeaiily 
difcoverable,  that  nothing  but  the  defert 
or  the  cell  can  exclude  tt  from  notice^ 
The  knowledge  of  crimes  imrudet  un- 
called and  undeTired.  They  whom  their 
abftradion  from  common  occurrences 
hinders  from  feeing  iniquity,  will  quick- 
ly have  their  attention  awakened  by 
feeling  it.  Even  he  who  ventures  not 
into  the  world,  may  learn  it's  corruption 
in  his  dofet.  For  wliat  are  treatifes  of 
morality,  but  peifuafives  to  the  pra^ice 
of  duties,  for  which  no  arguments  would 
be  neccflaiy,  but  that  we  arc  continually 
tempted  to  violate  or  negleft  them? 
What  arc  all  the  rccoi-ds  of  hiftory,  but 
narradvcs  of  focccflive  viltanies,  of  trea- 
Ibns  and  ufurpatioiis,  maifacres  and 
wars? 

But,  perhaps,  the  excellence  of  apho« 
rifms  confifts  not  lb  much  in  the  cxpref- 
fion  of  fome  rare  or  abllrufe  fenf  iment, 
as  in  the  comprehenfion  of  fome  obvious 
and  ufeful  truth  in  a  few  words.  We 
frequently  fall  into  error  and  folly,  not 
'bccaufc  the  true  principles  oi  aft  ion  are 
not  known,  but  becauie,  for  a  time,  they 
are  not  remembered^  and  he  may  there- 
fore be  juftly  numbered  among  the  be- 
xiefa^ors  ofmankind,  who  contra^  the 


great  rules  of  life  into  fliort  icnteiices» 
that  may  be  eafily  imprefled  on  the  me- 
mory, and  taught  by  frequent  recollec- 
tion to  recur  ha1>itu^ly  to  the  mind. 

However  tboTe  who  have  palfed 
through  half  the  life  of  man  may  now 
wonder  that  any  (hould  require  to  be 
cautioned  affainft  corruption,  they  will 
find  that  they  have  UiemfelVes  pur- 
chafed  their  conviftion  by  many  diiap- 
pointmentsand  vexations,  which  au  ear- 
lier knowledge  would  have  fpared  than} 
and  may  fee,  on  every  fade,  fome  en- 
tangling themfdves  in  perplexities,  and 
fome  fmking  into  ruin,  by  ignorance  or 
ne^e£l  of  the  maxim  of  Bias. 

Every  day  fends  out,  in  queft  of  plea- 
fure  and  diltin^ion,  £bme  heir  fondled 
in  ignorance,  and  flattered  into  pride. 
He  comes  forth  with  all  the  confidence 
of  a  fpii-it  unacquainted  with  fuperiorSy 
and  all  the  benevolence  of  a  mind  not 
yet  irritated  by  oppodtion,  alarmed  by 
fraud,  or  embittered  by  cruelty,  rf^ 
loves  all,  becaufe  he  imagines  himfislf 
the  univerfal  favourite.  Every  exchangt 
of  falutation  produces  new  acquaintance^ 
and  evary  acquaintance  kindlet  into 
fricndibip. 

Every  feafon  brings  a  new  flight  of 
beauties  into  the  world,  who  have  hi- 
therto heard  only  of  their  own  charms» 
and  imagine  that  the  heait  feels  no  paf- 
fion  but  that  of  love.  They  arc  foon 
(iirrounded  by  admirers  whom  they  cre- 
dit, beca\»fe  tney  tell  them  only  what  it 
board  wiih  delight.     Whoever  gazes 
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upsn  them  U  a  lover;  and  whoever  fopces 
^  fighy  is  pining  in  defpair. 

He  furely  is  a  ufeful  monitor  who 
inculcates  to  theie  thoughtlefs  ftrangersi 
that  the  majority  are  luicked',  who  in- 
forms them,  that  the  train  which  wealth 
^and  beauty  draw  after  them,  is  lured 
onlv  by  the  fcent  of  prey;  and  that, 
pernaps.  among  all  thofe  who  crowd 
about  tnem  with  prof^ons  and  flatte- 
ries, there  is  not  one  who  does  not  hope 
for  fome  opportimity  to  devour  or  bi- 
tray  them,  to  glut  himfelf  by  their  de- 
ftru£lion,  or  to  (hare  their  fpoils  with  a 
ftronger  favage. 

Virtue  prelented  (ingly  to  tiie  ion^* 
yiatkm  or  the  reafon,  is  fo  well  recom- 
mended by  it's  own  graces,  and  fo 
ftrongly  iupported  by  arguments,  that 
a  good  man  wonders  how  any  can  be 
bad;  and  they  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
force  of  paAion  smd  intereft,  who  never 
obferved  the  arts  of  fedu^lion,  the  con- 
tagion of  example,  the  gradual  defcent 
from  one  crime  to  another,  pr  the  infen- 
^ble  depravation  of  the  principles  by 
loofe  coKiverfatioh,  naturall)"  expeA  to 
find  integrity  in  every  bofbm,  and  vera- 
city on  every  tongue. 

It  is  indeed  impoffibie  not  to  hear 
from  thofe  who  have  lived  longer,  of 
wrongs  and  falfehoods,  of  violence  and 
circumvention;  hut  fuch  narratives  are 
commonly  regarded  by  the  young,  the 
heady,  and  the  confident,  as  nodiing 
more  than  the  murmurs  of  peeviflioefs*, 
or  the  dreams  of  dotage;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  documents  of  hoary  wif- 
-dom,  we  commonly  plunge  into  the 
world  fearlefs  and  credulous,  without 
any  forefight  of  danger,  or  apprdienfion 
of  deceit, 

I  have  remarked,  in  a  former  paper, 
that  credulity  is  the  common  failing  of 
unexperienced  virtue;  and  that  he  who 
is  rpontaneoufly  rufpicious,  may  be  juft- 
ly  charged  witn  radical  corruption;  for 
if  he  has  not  known  the  prevalence  of 
diOionefty  by  information,  nor  had  fime 
to  obferve  it  with  his  own  eyes,  whence 
can  he  take  his  meafures  oJF  judgment 
but  from  himfelf  f 

They  who  heft  deferve  to  eicape  th^ 
fnares  of  artifice,  are  moft  likeiy  to  be 
entangled.  He  that  endeavotu^  to  livie 
for  the  good  of  others,  muft  always  be 
expofed  to  the  arts  of  them  who  liv^only 
for  themfdves,  unlefs  he  is  taught  by 
tiniely  pr^epts  the  ^ution  retjuired  in 
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common  traniaflixms,  and  fliewn  at  a 
diilance  the  pitfals  of  treachery. 

To  youth,  therefore,  it  ibould  be  care- 
fully inculcated,  that  to  enter  the  road 
of  hfe  without  caution  or  referve,  in  ex- 
pe£lati6n  of  general  fidelity  and  jullice, 
IS  to  launch  on  the  wide  ocean  withoui»-l 
the  inftruments  of  ftcerage,  and  to  hope  I 
that  every  vipdwill  be  profperops,  and/ 
tnat  every  coaft  will  afford  a  harbour^  ' 
To  enumerate  the  various  motives  to 
deceit  and  tnjui-y,  would  be  to  count  all 
^e  deiires  that  prevail  amone  the  fons 
of  men;  fiace  ^i^  is  no  ambition  how- 
ever petty,  no  wifti  however  abfurd,  that 
by  indulgence  will  not  be  enabkd  to 
overpower  the  influence  of  virtue.  Many 
there  are,  who  openly  and  ahnoft  pro* 
fefiedly  rpgulate  all  their  condu£^  by 
their  love  of  money;  who  have  no  rea- 
fon for  afiion  or  forbearance,  for  com- 
pliant or  nefufal,  than  that  they  hope 
to  gain  more  by  one  than  by  the  other. 
Thefe  are  indeed  the  meaneft  and  crueleft 
of  human  beincs,  a  race  with  whom,  at 
jwith  fome  peftiferoirs  animab^  the  whole 
creation  feemis  to  be  at  war;  but  who, 
however  detefted  or  fcomed,  long  con- 
tinue to  add  heap  to  heap,  and  wh^  thet 
have  reduced  one  to  beggary,  are  itifl 
permitted  to  fallen  on  another.- 

Others,  yet  lefs  radonaUy  wicked, 
pafs  their  lives  in  mifchief,  becaufe  thrr 
cannot  bear  the  fight  of  fucceft,  and 
mark  out  every  man  for  hatred  whoife 
fame  or  fortune  they  believe  increafing. 
Many,  who  have  not  advanced  to 
thefe  degrees  of  guih,  are  yet  wholly  un- 
qualified for  friendlhip,  and  tinable  to 
maintain  any  conllant  or  regular  coutfb 
of  kindnefs.  Happinefs  may  be  deftrov- 
ed  not  only  by  union  with  the  man  who 
is  apparently  dje  (bve  of  intcreft,  but 
with  him  whom  a  wild  oj^nion  of  the 
^gnity  of  peifcverance,  in  whatever 
caufe,  difpofes  to  purfue  every  injury 
with  unwearied  and  perpetual  r»»fcnr- 
ment;  with  him  whofe  vanity  inclines 
him  to  confider  every  man  as  a  rival  in 
every  pretenfion;  with  him  whofe  any 
negligence  puts  his  friend's  afiairs  or 
fecrets  in  continual  hazard,  and  who 
thinks  his  forgetfulncfs  of  others  excuf* 
ed  by  his  inattention  to  himfelf;  and 
with  him  whofe  inconlian^  ranges  with* 
out  any  fettled  rule  of  choice  through 
varieties  of  friendfhip,  and  who  adopts 
and  difmiffes  favourites  by  the  fMoeh 
impulfe  of  caprice* 
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Thus  numerous  arc  the  dangers  to 
which  the  converfe  of  mankind  cxjpofcs 
us,  and  which  can  be  avoided  only  by 
prudent  diflruft.  He  therefore  that,  re- 
membering this/alutary  maxim,  learns 


early  to  withhold  his  fondnefs  horn  fanr 
appearances,  will  have  reafbn  to  pay 
fome  honours  to  Bias  of  Priene,  who 
enabled  him  to  become  wife  without  the 
coft  of  experience. 


N«  CLXXVI,    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  23,  1751. 


-NA80  SUSriNOKBB  ADU^CO» 


Hob. 


ON  MX  YOU  TVtN  THX  VOSX.' 


THERE  are  many  vexatious  acci- 
dents and  uneafy  Atuations  which 
raife  little  compafTion  for  ^e  fufferer, 
and  which  no  man  but  thofe  whom  they 
immediately  diftrefs  can  regard  with  fe- 
rioufnefs.  Petty  mifchiefs  that  have  no 
influence  on  liiturity,  nor  extend  their 
effe&A  to  ^e  reft  of  life,  are  always  fedi 
with  t  kind  of  malicious  pleafure.  A 
xniibke  or.embarrafTment,  which  for  the 
^refent  moment  fills  the  £aoe  with 
blufliesy  and  the  mind  with  confuOon, 
will  have  no  other  eflefl  upon  thofe  who 
obferve  it  than  that  of  convulfin^  them 
.with  irreiiftible  laughter.  Some  arcum- 
ftances  of  mifery  are  fo  powerfully  ridi- 
culous, that  nather  kindnefs  nor  duty^ 
can  withftand  them;  they  bear  down 
love,  intereft,  and  reverence,  and  force 
the  friend,  the  dependent,  or  the  child, 
to  give  way  to  inftantaneous  motions  of 
merriment. 

Among  the  principal  of  comick  cala- 
mities, maybe  reckoned  the  pain  which 
an  author,  not  yet  hardened  into  infen- 
fibility,  feels  at  the  onfet  of  a  furious 
critick,  whofe  age,  rank,  or  fortune, 
gives  him  con£(knce  to  (peak  without 
refcrve;  who  heaps  one  obje^ion  upon 
apother,  and  obtrudes  his  remarks,  and 
enforces  his  corre^Uons,  without  tender- 
nefs  or  awe. 

The  author,  full  of  the  importance  of 
his  work,  and  anxious  for  the  juftiBca- 
tion  of  every  fyllable,  ftarts  and  kindles 
at  the  fli^bteft  attack;  the  critick,  eager 
to  eltabhlh  his  fuperiority,  triumphing 
in  every  difcovery  of  failure,  and  zea- 
lous to  imprefs  the  cogency  of  his 
arguments,  purfues  him  from  line  to 
line  without  ceiTation  or  remorfe.  The 
critick,  who  hazards  little,  proceeds 
vrith  vehemence,  impet\iofity,  and  fJear- 
IcflTnefsj  the  author,  whole  quiet  and 


fame,  and  life  and  immortality,  are  in* 
volved  in  the  controverfy,  tries  every 
art  of  fubterfugc  and  defence;  maintains 
roodeiUy  what  he  rcfolves  never  to  yield, 
and  yields  unwillingly  what  cannot  be 
maintained.  The  critick^s  purpoie  is 
to  conquer,  the  author  onIy*hopes  toef- 
cape;  me  critick  therefore  knits  his 
brow,  and  raifcs  his  voice,  and  rejoices 
whenever  he  perceives  any  tokens  of 
jjain  excited  by  the  preflfure  of  his  aflcr- 
tions,  or  the  point  of  his  {arcaiins.  The 
author,  whofe  endeavour  is  at  once  to 
mollify  and  elude  his  perfecutor,  com- 
pof^  his  features  and  ibftens  his  ac- 
cent, breaks  the  force  of  aflault  by  re*- 
treat,  and  rather  fte^aafide  than  iies  or^ 
advances. 

As  it  very  feldom  happens  that  the 
rage  of  extemporary  criticifm  infli^b  fa-  ^ 
tafor  lafting  wounds,  I  know  not  that 
the  laws  of  oenevolenoe  entity  this  diif- 
trcfs  to  much  fympathy.  Th|R  diverfion 
of  baiting  an  author  has  the  fan^ion  of 
all  ages  and  nations,  and  is  more  law- 
ful than  the  fi>ort  of  teizing  other  ani- 
mals,  because,  for  the  mod  part,  he 
comes  voluntarily  totheibke,  fumidicd^ 
as   he  imagines,  by  the  patrop  powers  ^ 
of  literature,  with  refiftlefs  weapons,  and^ 
impenetrable  armour,  with  the  mail  of^ 
the  boar  of  Erymanth,  and  the  paws  of  / 
the  lion  of  Nemea. 

But  the  works  of  genius  are  fomfr- 
times  produced  by  other  motives  tlian 
vanity;  and  he  whom  neceflity  or  dutv 
enforces  to  write,  is  not  always  fo  well 
iatisfiedwith  himfelf,  as  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  cenforious  impudence.  It 
may  merefore  be  neceflary  to  confider 
how  they  whom  publication  lays  o^ 
to  the  infults  of  iuch  as  their  obfcurity 
fecures  againft  reprifals,  may  extricate 
tKtmfelves  from  unexpcftcd  encounters. 

Vida, 
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Vida,  a  man  of  confiderable  (kill  in 
the  politicks  of  literature,  directs  his 
pupil  wholly  to  abandon  his  defence,  and 
even  when  he  can  irrefragably  refute  all 
obje£lions,  to  fuffer  tamely  the  exulta- 
tions of  his  antagonift. 

This  rule  may  perhaps  be  juft,  when 
advice  is  aflced,  and  Kverity  folicited, 
becaufe  no  man  tells  his  opinion  fo  free- 
ly as  when  he  imagines  it  received  with 
implicit  veneration;  and  criticks  ought 
never  to  be  confulted,  but  while  errors 
'may  yet  be  re6lified  or  iniipidity  fup- 
preiTed.  But  when  the  book  has  once 
been  difmifTed  into  the  world,  and  can 
be  no  more  retouched,  I  know  not  whe- 
ther a  very  different  conduft  iliould  not 
be  prefcribed,  and  whether  firmnefs  and 
fpirit  may  not  fometimes  be  of  ufe  to 
overpower  arrogance  and  repel  bruta- 
lit)r.  Softnefs,  diffidence,  and  mode- 
ration, will  often  be  midaken  for  im- 
becility and  dejeAion;  they  lure  cow- 
ardice to  the  attack  by  the  hopes  of  cafy 
viftoryj  and  it  will  loon  be  found  that 
he  whom  every  man  thinks  he  can  con- 
quer, fhall  never  be  at  peace. 

The  animadverfions  of  criticks  are 
commonly  fuch  as  may  cafiljr  provoke 
the  fedateft  writer  to  fome  ouicknels  of 
refentment  and  alperity  of  reply.  A 
man  who  by  long  confideration  has  fa- 
miliarifed  a  fubjefl  to  his  own  mind, 
carefully  furveyed  the  feries  of  his 
thoughts,  and  planned  all  the  parts  of 
his  compofition  into  a  regular  depend- 
ance  on  each  other,  will  often  ftart  at 
the  fmiftrous  interpretations,  or  abfurd 
remarks,  of  hafte  and  ignorance,  and 
wonder  by  what  infatuation  they  have 
been  led  away  firom  the  obvious  fenfe, 
and  upon  what  peculiar  principles  of 
judgment  they  decide  againft  him. 

Theeyeot  theintelle6V,  like  that  of 
the  body,  is  not  eoually  peifeft  in  all, 
nor  equally  adapted  in  any  to  aU  objects  5 
the  end  of  critrcifm  is  to  fupply  it's  de- 
feats; rules  are  the  inftruments  of  men- 
tal viiion,  which  may  indeed  affift  our 
faculties  when  properly  ufed,  but  pro- 


duce confufion  and  obfcurity  by  unikH* 
ful  application. 

Some  feem  always  to  read  with  tbe 
microfcope  of  criticifm,  and  employ  J^ 
their  whole  attention  ujten  minute  ele- 
gance,  or  faults  fcarcely  vifible  to  com- 
mon obiervadon.  The  diflbnance  of  a 
fVllabfe,  the  recurrence  of  the  lame 
found, .  the  repetition  of  a  particle,  the 
fmalleft  deviation  from  propriety,  the 
flighteft  dcfe&.  in  conftru6lion  or  arrange- 
ment, fwell  before  their  eyes  into  enor- 
mities. As  they  difcem  with  great  ex- 
aflnefs,  they  comprehend  but  a  narrow 
compafs,  and  know  nothing  of  the- juft- 
nefe  of  the  defign,  the  general  fpirit  of 
the  peiformance,  the  artifice  of  con- 
ncflion,  or  the  harmony  of  the  parts; 
they  never  conceive  how  fmall  a  propor- 
tion that  which  they  are  bufy  m  con- 
templating bears  to  the  whole,  or  how 
the  petty  inaccuracies  with  which  they 
are  offended,  are  abforbed  and  loft  in 
general  excellence. 

Others  are  fumiihed  by  criricifm  ^th*^ 
a  telefcopc.  They  fee  with  great  clear- ''^ 
nefs  whatever  is  too  remote  to  be  difco*^ 
vered  by  the  refl  of  mankind,  but  ai-e 
totally  blind  to  all  that  lies  inimediately 
before  them.  They  difcover  in  every 
paffage  fome  fecret  meaning,  fome  re- 
mote allufion,  fome  artful  allegory,  or 
fome  occult  imitation  which  no  other 
reader  ever  (urpe6(ed;  but  they  have  na 
perception  of  the  cogency  of  arg^ments» 
the  force  of  pathetick  fcntiments,  the 
various  colours  of  di£lion,  or  the  flow- 
ery embeliiHiments  of  fancy;  of  all  that 
engages  the  attention  of  others,  they  are 
totally  infenfible,  while  they  pry  into 
worlas  of  conje^hire,  and  amufe  them-  v 
felves  with  phantoms  in  the  clouds.      ^ 

In  criticifra,  as  in  every  other  art, 
we  fail  fometimes  by  our  weaknefs,  but 
more  frequently  by  our  fault.  We  are 
fometimes  bewildered  by  ignorance,  and 
fometimes  by  prejudice,  but  we  ieldom 
deviate  fiu*  from  the  right,  but  when  w6 
deliver  ourfelve3  up  to  tiie  direction  of 
vanity* 
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7(rK.r»  tsT  otrricrtss  rabiib  iivcAt. 

Mart. 
imosk  rntncu  which  yow  stz»#  f  tivotowt  and  slic«t»  * 
wttL  BE  er  SBRtotTs  eotvsEq^uEiict  to  Yoir» 

WisH  THET  HAVE  MADE  YOH  OMCE  EXDICVLOVS. 

RoicoiMMir. 
TO  THE  RAMBLER. 


WH  E  N  I  was,  at  tfic  ofoal  time, 
iboot  to  enter  upon  the  pro- 
^kf&am  to  which  my  friends  hftd  def* 
ttncd  tntf  bemr  fummoned,  by  the  death 
of  mv  father*  &mo  the  country^  I  found 
fajCAf  mafter  of  an  unexpefied  fum 
of  iQooej^  axid  of  aneftate,  wnich  thongh 
vot  large,  was,  in  my  opinion,  fnifi- 
cicDt  to  ibppoit  me  in  a  condition  far 
preferable  to  the  fatigue,  dependance, 
and-uncertalnty,  of  anv  gamful  occupa- 
tion. I  theivfort  re&lved  to  devolc  the 
ireft  of  ray  life  wholly  to  curiofityy  and 
without  any  confuxmcnt  of  my  cxcar* 
fiont.  or  tennInAtk>n  of  my  views,  to 
wander  over  the  boundlefs  fegions  of 
general  knowledge. 

This  fclieme  of  life  ibemed  pregnant 
with  inexKauftible  variety,  and  %ere- 
foie  I  could  not  forbear  to  congratulate 
inyfclf  upon  thcwifdom  of  my  choice. 
I  fomifhed  a  large  room  with  all  con- 
Teniencies  for  (mdy^  collc^ked  books  of 
every  kiwdj  quitted  every  fciencc  at  the 
fM  ^rception  of  diigull;  returned  to 
it  again  as  £aon  as  mv  mrmcr  ardor  hap- 
pened to  revive  J  and  Iiaving  no  rival  to 
^eactCs  me  by  comparifon,  nor  any  cri- 
tic^ to  alarm  me  with  obje^ibns,  I  ibent 
day  after  day  in  profound  ti-ai>qiiillity, 
ivith  only  fp  much  9omplacaic^  in  my 
pwn  improvements,  as  ferved  tQ  e:^cite 
gnd  animate  my  applieation. 

Thus  t  Eyed  lor  fonie  years  wiA 
complete  acquiefceoce  in  my  own  plan 
pf  coiidu£i,  rtiing  (?ar]y  to  read,  and 
dividing  the  latter  port  of  the  dav  be- 
tween economy,  exercife,  and  rcflcclion. 
But  in  time  I  began  to  find  my  nund 
^ntra^ed  and  ftiflfenctl  by  folitude. 
My  eafe  and  elegance  were  fenfibly  im- 
paired j  I  was  no  longer  able  to  accom- 
modate myfclf  with  rcadinefs  to  the  ac- 
cidental airrent  of  converfation,  my 
notions  grew  patticular  and  paradoxical, 
a^  ifny  ph^ifcology  fonnal  and  un- 


fafKionahle;  I  fpoke,  on  common  oc« 
cafions,  the  language  of  hooks.  M^ 
iquicknefs  of  appreheniion,  and  celeii^ 
of  reply,  had  entirely  dcfcrtedmc:whe« 
1  delivered  my  opmion,  or  detailed  my 
knowledge,  I  wis  bcwildencd  by  an  im- 
feafonable  inteirogatory,  difconccrted 
by  any  (light  oppofition,  and  over- 
whelmed and  lofl  m  deje£^ion  when  the 
fraalleft  advantage  was  gained  againft 
me  in  difpute.  I  became  deciAre  and 
dogmatici),  impatient  of  contradidioa, 
perpetually  jealous  of  my  chara^er,  in- 
lolent  to  fuch  as  acknowledged  my  Cia^ 
periority,  and  fullen  and  mali^ant  to 
all  who  refufcd  to  rccrive  my  dif^ates. 

This  I  fbon  difcovered  to  be  one  of 
thoie  imelle6>iral  difeafes  which  a  wife 
man  ihould  make  halle  to  cure.  I  there- 
fore refolvsd  for  a  time  to  ihut  my 
books,  and  learn  again  the  art  of  con-  | 
▼crfation  j  to  defecate  and  cleai-  nry  mrnd  "^ 
.by  brilker  motions,  and  llronger  im- 
fR.ilfe$^  and  to  imite  myiclf  once  more 
to  theKving  generation. 

For  this  purpofe  I  bailed  to  London, 
and  entreated  one  of  my  academical  ac- 
quaintances to  introduce  me  infeo  bmt 
of  the  little  focieties  of  literature  which 
aie  fbrtoed  in  taverns  and  coftee^houfes. 
He  was  plcafcd  with  an  opportunity  of 
fhewing  me  to  his  friends,  and  £bon  ob- 
tained me  admifidon  among  a  icle6l  com- 
pany of  curious  men,  who  met  once  a 
week  to  exhilarate  their  ftudies,  and 
compai-e  their  acquilitions. 

The  ddeft  and  moil  venerable  of  this 
ibcJety  was  Hirfutus,  who,  after  the  firil 
civilities  of  mv  reception,  found  meaos 
to  introduce  th«  mention  of  his  favou- 
rite ftudics,  by  a  fevere  cenfure  of  thofc 
who  want  the  due  r^rd  for  their  na- 
tive country,  He  informed  me,  that 
ho  had  early  witlnlrawn  hrs  attention 
from  foreipjn  trifles,  and  that  fmce  he 
begun  to  addift  his  mind  to  ferious  and 
manlv  tiudiesv  he  had  very  carefully 
amaflcd  all  tlie  EngHih  books  that  were 
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printed  in  the  black  character.  This 
fearch  he  had  purfued  fo  diligently, 
that  he  was  able  to  (hew  the  dcllcl^ciet 
of  the  bcft  catalogues.  He  had  long 
(Ince  completed  his  Caxton,  had  three 
fheets  of  Trevcris  unknown  to  the  an- 
tiquariesy  and  wanted  to  aoerfeft  Pyn- 
fon  but  two  volumes,'  oi  which  one 
was  proiiiire4  him  as  a  legacy  by  it^s 
prefent  pofleflbr,  and  the  other  he  was 
refblved  to  buy,  at  whatever  price,  when 
Quir<|uiliu8*s  Hbrary  ihould  be  iold. 
Hirfotus  had  no  other  reafoa  for  the  Ta- 
lking or  flightinea  book,  than  that  it 
■  was  printed  in  the  Roman  or  the  Gothick 
letter,  nor  any  ideas  but  fuch  as  his  fa- 
vourite volumes  had  fuppKed;  when  he 
was  ftrious,  he  expatiated  on  the  nar- 
ratives of  Johan  de  Ttevifa,  and,  when 
he  was  merry,  regaled  us  wick  a  quo- 
tation fi-om  the  Shippe  of  Folet. 

While  I  was  Kftening  to  this  hoary 
ftudent,  Ferratos  tntered  in  a  huny, 
and  informed  us,  with  the  abruptnefs  of 
extafy,  that  his  fet  of  halfpence  was 
now  compfete;  he  had  juft  rec^ved>  in  a 
handful  of  changt,  the  piece  that  he  had 
fo  long  been  fe^ing^  and  could  now 
defy  mankind  to  out^  his  co|leftion  of 
Engliih  copper. 

Chartophyhx  then  obftrved  how  fa- 
tally human  fagacity  was  fometimes  baf- 
fled, and  hoW  often  the  rooft  valuable 
difcoverics  arc  made  by  chance.  He 
had  employed  bimfelf  and  his  emiCaries 
feven  years  at  great  «xpence,  to  perfeA 
his  feried  of  Gazettes,  but  kad  long 
wanted  a  (ingle  paper,  which,  when  \m 
defpaired  of  obtaining  it,  was  fetit  him 
wrapped  round  a  parcel  of  tobacco. 

Cantilenus  turned  all  hi»  thoughts 
vpon  old  ballads,  for  he  conii^kped  them 
as  the  genuine  records  •€  the  nattonat 
tafte.  Heofered  to  (hew  me  a  copy  of 
•  The  Children  in  the  Wood,*  whkh 
he  Hrraly  believed  to  be  of  the  firft  edi- 
tion, and  by  the  help  of  which  the  text 
mi^t  be  freed  from  tcveral  conruptions, 
tf  niis  age  of  barbarity  had  any  claim  to 
fuch  favours  fVom  him.  ♦ 

Many  were  admitted  into  this  foctcty 
as  inferior  members,  becatift  they  had 
coHcded  old  prints  and  tiegleded  pam- 
phlets, or  poflfelTed  feme  fragment  of  an- 
ttquit)',  as  the  feal  of  an  ancient  corpo-> 
ration^  the  charter  of  a  idiglous  houfo^ 


the  genealogy  of  a  family  cxtinfl,  or  a 
letter  written  in  the  reign  of  Efizabeth, 

Evenr  one  of  thcib  virtuofot  tookal 
on  all  his  aflfociates  as  wretches  of  de- 
praved ufb  and  narrow  notions.  Their 
converfation  was,  therefore,  fretful  ahd 
waipifh,  their  behaviour  brutal,  their  *  ^ 
ifeemment  bhintly  iarcaftick,  and  tlw 
icrioufiiers  gloomy iandfufpidous*  Thef 
were  totally  iniorant  of  all  that  paflet,or 
has  kkiely  pa%d,  in  the  worldi  ^uMibfe 
to  difcu6  any  queftion  of  religious,  po« 
Utical,  or  military,  knowledge;  equ^Uy* 
ftrangem  to  (ctence  and  politer  ieaniii^» 
and  without  any  wiik  to  imprave  ^kut 
minds,  or  any  other  plea(ii^  than  that 
of  difplaying  rarities,  of  which  tbqr 
would  not  fimer  others  to  laake  the  pro* 
pcrufe. 

Hiriutus  gracioufly  infomedmc^  that 
the  number  of  dieir  fociety  was  ltmited»« 
but  tha«  I  might  foncttmes  attend  at  mi 
auditor.  I  was  pieafed  to  (ind  myfelf 
in  no  danger  of  an  honour  whkh  1, 
could  not  kive  wSHngly  accepted,  nor 
gracefuJtly  ref u(bd,  and  left  d&em  witho^t^ 
'  any  intention  of  remming;  ibt  I  fooa 
found,  that  the  fuppreflion  of  thofe-  ha« 
bits  with  which  I  was  vitiated,  Fequired 
aflbciatioa  with  mistt  v^y  difeotnt  froa^ 
this  folemn  race. 

I  am^  Sir,  Sec. 

VlVACULVS- 

It  IS  natural  to  feel  grief  or  indigna* 
don  whwn  any  things  neceflaxy  or  uk- 
£xk\,  is  wantonly  walked,  or  neglinntif 
d^iboyed;  and  dicrs^ore  my  cormti^nd- 
ent  cannot  be  blamed  fpr  looking  with 
nneafmefs  on  the  wafte  oif  life.  Leifum 
andcttrioiity  might  foon  make  great  ad* 
vances  in  u(eful  knpwledge,  were  tktji) 
not  diverted  by  minute  emulation  and 
laborious  trifles.  It  may,  hoMrever,^ 
ibmewhat  mollify  iiis  anger,  to  reflc^ 
that  perhaps  none  of  the  aiTembly  which. 
he  defcribes,  was  capable  of  any  noWec 
employment,  and  that  he  who  -does  his, 
'  beft,  however  little,  is  alwayt  to  be  dif- 
tin^iihed  from  him  who  does  nothing.. 
Whatever  bufies  the  qfiind  without  cor« 
vvjpttng  it,  has  at  leaft  this  ufe,  that  it 
^eicues  the  day  from  idlenefs,  and  ho 
that  is  never,  idle  will  not  o^m  be  vl^ 
cious. 
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TABS  SAKXTATtS  YKLLB  tAKARlA  FOXT. 


Sknica. 


TO  riSLD  TO  ftlMBDXXt  IS  HALF  TnK  CURE. 


PYTHAGORAS  it  reported  to 
have  requjred  from  thofc  whom 
he  inftru£(ed  in  philofophy  a  probation- 
ary iilcncc  of  five  years.  Wnethcr  this 
prohibition  of  fpeech  extended  fo  all  the 
parts  of  this  time,  as  feems  generally  to 
be  fuppofed,  or  was  to  be  obiferved  only 
in  the  fchool  or  in  the  prefcnce  of  their 
mafter,  as  is  more  probable,  itwas  fuf- 
£cient  to  difcover  trie  pupil's  difpofition  $ 
to  try  whether  he  was  willing  to  pay  the 
price  of  learning,  or  whether  he  was  one 
of  thofe  whofe  ardour  was  rather  violenr 
than  lifting,  and  who  expelled  to  prow 
wife  on  other  terms  than  tnofcof  patience 
and  obedience. 

Many  of  the  bleflings  univerfally  de- 
fired  are  very  frequently  wanted,  be- 
eaufe  moft  men,  when  tney  fhould  la-  ' 
bour,  content  themfelves  to  complain, 
and  radier  linger  in  a  ftate  in  which  thcv 
<»nnot  be  at  reft,  than  improve  their 
condition  by  vigour  and  refolution. 

Providence  has  fixed  the  limits  of  hu- 
man enjoyment  by  immoveable  boun- 
daries, and  has  ict  different  gratifica- 
tions at  fuch  a  diftance  from  each  other, 
that  no  art  or  power  can  bring  them  to- 
gether.   This  great  law  it  is  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  every  rational   bein^  to  under- 
ftand,  that  life  may  not  pafs  away  in 
an  attempt  to  make  contradi£lions  con- 
fiftent,  to  combine  oppofite qualities,  and 
to  unite  things  which  the  nature  of  their 
being  muft  always  keep  afunder. 
•  Of  two  obje6ls  tempting  at  a  diftance 
on  contrary  fid(^,  it  is  impoftlble  to  ap- 
proach one  but  by  receding  from  tne 
other;  by  long  deliberation  and  dilatory 
proje6^8  they  may  be  both  loft,  but  can 
neverbc  both  gained.     It  is,  tJiercfore, 
neccfTaryto  compare  them,  and  when 
we  have  determined  the  preference,   to 
withdraw  our  eyes  and  our  thoughts  at 
once  fifom  that  which  reafbn  dire6ls  us 
to  reje^l.   This  is  the  more  neceffary,  if 
that  which  we  are  forfaking  has  the 
power  of  delighting  the  fenfes,  or  firc- 
ing  the  fancy.    He  that  once  turns  afide 
to  the  allurements  of  unlawful  plearure» 
can  have  no  feairity  that  he  (hall  ever 
legain  the  paths  of  virtue. 


The  philofophick  goddefs  ofBoethius^ 
having  i^clated  the  ftory  of  Orpheus » 
who,  when  he  had  recovered  his  wife 
from  'the  <lominions  of  death,  loft  hei;; 
again  by  looking  back  upon  her  in  the 
confines  of  light,  concludes  with  a  very 
elegant  and  forcible  application.  *  Who- 
'.  ever  you  are  that  end^vour  to  elevate 

*  your  minds  to  the  illuminations  of 

*  Heaven,  confider  yourfelves  as  repre* 

*  fented  in   this  fable ;   for  he  that  is\ 

*  once  fo  far  overcome  as  to  turn  back  V 

*  lus  eyes  towards  the  infernal  cavcms*^- 1 

*  lofes  at  the  firft  firfit  all  that  InfLuy 

*  ence  which  attracted  hhn  on  high. 

Vos  haec  fibula  refpicit, 
Quicunque  in  ruperum  diem 
^  Mentem  docere  qucritis. 

Nam  qui  Taitareum  in  fpecin 
Vidos  lumina  flexerit,  * 
Quidquid  pnecipuum  trabit, 
Perdit>  dum  videt  inferos  • 

-  It  may  be  obferved  in  general,  that 
the  future  is  purchafed  by  tlie  prefent* 
It  is  not  poftible  to  fecure  diftant  or  per- 
manent happtnefs  but  by  the  forbearance 
of  ibme  immediate  gratification.  This 
is  fo  evidently  time  with  regard  to  the 
whole  of  our  exiftence,  that  ail  the  pre* 
ceptt  of  theok>gy  have  no  othei*  ten- 
dency than  to  enforce  a  life  of  faith;  a 
life  regulated  not  by  our  ienfes  but  our 
belief;  a  life  in  which  pleafuses  are  to  be 
refufed  forfearofinvifiblepuniftiments, 
and  calamities  fometimes  to  be  fought, 
and  always  endured,  in  hope  of  rewards 
that  (hall  be  obtained  in  another  ftate. 

Even  if  we  take  into  our  view  only 
that  particle  of  our  duration  which  is 
terminated  by  the  grave,  it  will  be  found 
that  we  cannot  enjoy  one  part  of  life  be« 
yond  the  common  limitations  of  plea- 
fure,  but  by  anticipating  fome  ot  the 
(atisfa6Uon  which  mould  exhilarate  the 
following  vears.  The  heat  of  youth 
may  fprm  happinefs  into  wild  luxuri- 
ance, but  the  rsidical  vigour  requifite  to 
make  it  perennial  is  exhaufted,  and  all 
that  can  be  hoped  afrcrwai-ds  is  languor 

^^^^-  .  -     Googler 
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Thf  cetgiuQg  mfor  of  tntokind  ity. 
that  we  are  not  content  with  the  condU 
tiont  on  which  the  goods  of  life  are 
gr^uited.  No  man  it  infenfible  of  the 
value  of  knowledge,  the  advantaset  of 
be^Jth,  or  the  confcoience  of  plenty, 
btit  ever^  day  (hews  ut  thofe  on  whom. 
tEe  convi6^ion  is  without  tffc&, 

JCnowIedge  is  praifed  and  defired  by 
multitttdes  whom  her  charms  could  ne- 
•2>er  roufe  froip  the  couch  of  (loth ;  whom 
^^the  fainteft  invitation  of  pleafore  draws 
mway  from  their  ftudies)  to  whom  an^ 
ccher  method  of  wearing  out  the  day  is 
more  eligible  than  the  nit  of  books^  and 
who  are  more  ealily  engaged  by  any  con- 
veriatioo,  than  fuch  as  may  mify  their 
notions  or  enlarge  their  con)preheni\on. 
Every  mai>  that  has  felt  pain,  knows 
bow  little  all  ot)ier  comforts  can  glad- 
deiihim  to  whom  health  is  (^enied.  Yet 
who  Is  there  does  not  fomeumes  hazard 
it  for  the  enjoyment  of  an  hour?     AU 
aflemblies  of  jollity,  all  places  of  pub- 
lick  entertainment,  exhibit  examples  of 
ftrcngth  wafting  in  riot,  and  beauty 
withering  in  irregularity^  nor  is  it  eafy^o 
enier  ahouft  in  which  part  of  the  family 
is  not  groaning  in  repentance  of  pall  in- 
temperance, and  part  admitting  difeafe 
by  negFigence,  or  iolicitingit  by  luxyry. 
Tbere  is  no  plea  lure  which  fnen  of 
every  age  and  ft&,  have  more  generally 
agreed  to  mention  with  contempt*  tbab 
the  stratifications  of  the  palate {  an  en* 
tertainment  To  far  remoyed  from  intel- 
leAiial  happinefs,  that  fearcely  thejnoft 
IbameleGi  of  the  fenfual  herd  have  dated 
to  defend  it:  yet  even  tolBis,  the  low- 
'eft  of  our  delights,  to  this,  though  nei- 
ther quick  nor  lafting,  is  health  with  all 
it*saalvity  and  rprightlinefs  daily  facri- 
ficed  $  and  for  this  are  half  the  miferies 
endured  wl^ich  urge  impatience  to  cA\ 
•n  deato. 
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The  whole  world  lapuf  in  motion  by. 
the  wifli  for  riches,  and  the  dread  of  po- 
verty. Who,  then,  would  not  imagine 
that  fuch  condaft  as  will  inevitably  de« 
ftroy  what  all  are  thus  labouring  to  ac- 
quire, muft  generally  be  avoided  ?  That 
he  who  fpendft  more  than  he  receives^ 
muft  in  time  becoifae  indigent*  cannot  be 
doubted  i  but  how  evident  foever  thia 
confequence  may  appear,  the  fpendthrift 
moves  in  the  whirl  of  pleafure  with  too 
much  rapidity  to  keep  it  before  his  eyes* 
and,  in  the  intoxication  of  gaiety,  growt 
every  day  poorer  without  any  fuch  feofe 
of  approaching  ruin  as  it  iofficient  t6 
wake  nim  into  caution. 

Many  complaints  ace  made  of  the 
mifery  of  life ;  and  indeed  it  muft  be 
confefled  that  we  ate  fubjea  to  cahmU 
ties  by  which  the  good  and  bad,  thedili- 
gent  and  ilothful,the  vigilant  and  heed^ 
lefs,  are  equally  afiliAed.  fiat  furely, 
though  fomb  indulgence  may  be  allow, 
ed  to  groans  extorted  by  inevitable 
miiery,  no  man  has  a  right  to  repine  at 
evils  which,  againft  warning,  againft 
experience,  he  deliberately  and  leifurely 
brmgs  upon  his  own  head  j  or  to  con- 
iider  Jiimfelf  as  debarred  from  happinefa 
by  fuch  obftacles  as  refolution  muj 
break,  or  dexterity  may  put  a(ide. 

Great  numbers  who  quarrel  with  their  ^ 
condition,  have  wanted  not  the  power 
but  the  will  to  obtain  a  better  ftatci 
They  have  never  contemplated  the  dif- 
ference bet  weeir  good  and  evil  fdfilcient-w 
ly  to  quicken  averiion,  or  invigorate 
defire;  they  have  indulged  a  drowiy 
thoughtleflnefs  or  giddy  levity  {  have 
committed  the  balance  of  choice  to  the 
management  of  caprice)  and  when  they 
have  long  accoftomed  themfelves  to  re« 
ceive  all  thatchante  offered  them,  with- 
out examination,  lament  iit  laft  that  ihtf 
find  tbemrelvet  deceived.        ,        ' 


N9CLXXIX.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  1751. 


tXaVXTVO  aiS«   rVtMOMXSS   ACITAXt    SOLBXAT* 


Jov. 


ftBMOCBlTVS  WO«tV  PtlJ>  HIS  SVLIIW,  AKD  SWAVS 
MIS  SIDIS  AMD  SHOVLPtaS  tXlL  RB  PBLT  THBM   AK£. 


EVEkY  man,  fays  Tully,  hat 
two  charaAert  ^  one  which  he 
partaket  with  air  mankind,  and  by 
which  be  it  difttoguUbed  from  brute 


Dktobii. 
animals;  another  which  difcriminateS' 
him  from  the  reft  of  his  own  fpecita, 
and  imprefles  on  htm  a  manner  and^ 
Umper  peculiar  tohimfelf.  This  par- 
3  ^  ticttUr 
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ticultr  chtnBtTt  if  it  be  iMt  repilgnant 
\q  the  Uw»  of  general  humanity,  it  it 
always  bis  bttfinim  to  cultivate  and  prt« 
ierre. 

Eveiy  hour  forniibes  fome  confirma- 
tioo  of  Tully*t  juccept.  It  feldom  bap- 
pent»  that  an  aflemblv  of  pleafure  is  fo 
happily  tdtRtdp  but  tDat  (bme  one  finds 
adnimoiiy  with  whom  the  reft  are  de« 
(€rrtd}Y  olfended}  and  it  will  appear* 
on  nxlofe  infpeCtion>  that  fcarce  any 
nan  becomes  eminently  difagreeabfe 
but  by.  a  departure  from  his  real  cha- 
fader,  and  an  attempt  at  fomething 
lor  which  nature  or  education  have  left 
bim  unqualified. 

Ignorance  or  dulnefs  have  indeed  no 
foiftr  of  affording  delight,  but  thev 
never  gfv«  difj^uft  except  when  they  au 
fume  the  dignity  of  knowledge,  or  ape 
the  fprightliners  of  wit.  Awkwardnefs 
and  inelegance  have  none  of  thofe  at* 
tra&ions  by  which  eafe  and  politenefs 
take  poifcfllon  of  the  heart;  but  ridicule 
and  cenfure  feldom  rife  againft  them, 
vnlefs  they  appear  afTociated  with  that 
confidence  which  belongs  only  to  long 
acquaintance  with  the  modes  of  life,  and 
to  confcioufnefs  of  unfailing  propriety 
.  of  behaviour.  Dcformitv  itfelf  is  re- 
garded with  tenderneu  rather  than  aver- 
lion,  when  it  does  not  atten^ipt  to  de- 
ceive the  fjght  by  drefs  and  decoration, 
and  to  fcize  upon  fictitious  claims  the 
prerogatives  of  beauty. 

He  that  ftands  to  contemplate  the 
crowds  that  Ail  the  ftreets  of  a  populous 
city,  will  fee  many  pafTengers  whofe  air 
and  n>otion  it  will  be  difficult  to  behold 
without  contempt  and  laughter  |  but  if 
be  examiues  what  are  the  appearances 
that  thus  powerfully  excite  his  rifibifity, 
be  will  find  among  them  neither  poverty 
tiordifcafe,  nor  any  involuntary  or  pain- 
ful dcfed.  The  difpofitiun  to  dcrifion 
and  infult  is  awakened  bv  thefoftneftof 
foppery,  the  fwell  of  infolence,  the  live- 
Jineft  of  levity,  or  the  folemnitv  of 
crandeuT}  by  the  fprightly  trip,  the  fiate- 
ly  ftalk,  the  formal  ttrut,  and  the  lofty 
mien  |  by  gefturrt  iiitended  to  catch  the 
eye,  and  by  looks  elaborately  formed 
as  evidences  of  importance. 

It  hat,  I  think,  been  fometimes  urged 
in  favour  of  affedation,  that  it  is  only 
a  miftake  of  the  meani  to  a  good  end, 
and  that  the  intention  with  which  it  is 
pradifed  is  always  to  pleafe.  If  all  at* 
tempts  toinnevite  the  cooftitutiooai  or 


habitual  chara£Verl)ave  really  proceeded 
from  publick  fjjp»irit  and  love  of  othen, 
the  world  has  hitherto  been  fufEciently 
ungrateful,  fince  no  return  but  fcombas 
yet  bten  made  to  the  moft  difficult  of 
all  enterprizes,  a  conteft  with  nature; 
nor  has  any  pity  been  fliown  to  the  ft^ 
tigues  of  labour  which  never  fuccseded, 
and  the  uneafineTs  of  di(guife  by  which 
nothing  was  concealed. 

It  feems  therefore  to  be  determined 
by  the  general  fuffraseof  mankind,  thst 
he  who  decks  him&lf  in  adfcititioat 
qualities  rather  purpofes  to  commsod 
tpplaufe  than  impart  pleafure;  and  be  is 
therefore  treated  as  a  man  who  by  to 
unreafonable  ambition  ufi/rps  the  place 
in  fociety  to  whiqh  he  has  no  right. 
Praife  is  feldom  paid  with  wilh'ngnefs 
even  to  inconteftible  merit,  and  it  as 
be  tio  wonder  that  he  who  calls  for  it 
without  defert  it  reputfed  with  uaivcf- 
(al  indignation. 

AfFe^ation  naturally  counterfdtt 
thofe  excellencies  which  are  placed  at  the 
gieateft  diftance  from  poflibility  pf  aU 
tainmeat.  We  are  confcious  of  our 
own  defeats,  and  eagerly  endeavour  to 
Aipply  them  by  artificial  excellence }  nor 
would  fuch  cfFortt  be  wholly  without 
exoife,  were  they  not  often  excited  by 
ornamental  trifles,  which  he  that  diuf 
anxiouily  (Irugglesfor  the  reputation  of 
pofTcffing  them  would  not  have  been 
known  to  want,  had  not  his  indufby 
quickened  obfervaiion. 

Gelafimus  paflcd  the  firft  part  of  his 
life  in  academical  privacy  and  rural  re- 
tirement, without  any  other  convert* 
tion  than  that  of  fcholart,  grave,  fludi* 
ous,  and  abftraaed  as  himfelf.  He  cul- 
tivated the  mathematical  fciences  widi 
indefatigable  dilisence,  difcovered  aanf 
ufefol  theoremSydifcufTed  with  great  ac-^ 
curacy  the  refiftanceyf  fluids,and  though 
bis  priority  was  not  generally  acknow- 
ledged, was  the  firft  who  fully  explsioed 
all  the  properties  of  thecatenarian  curve. 

Learning,  when  it  riles  to  eminencei 
will  be  ob^rved  ia  time,  whateverioifb 
may  happen  to  fbrround  it.  Gelafinoti 
inhisforty-ninth  year,  utasdiftingui^' 
ed  by  thofe  who  have  the  rewards  pf 
knowledge  in  their  hands,  aifd  called 
out  to  dilplay  his  acquifitiont  for  thebo* 
nour  of  bis  country,  and  add  Sffitf 

a  his  prefence  to  philofophical  aftiB* 
es.    As  he  did  not  fufpcft  his  unfit- 
ocft  for  cojnmoo  affairs*  he  felt  no  it' 
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liiftamce  to  obey  the  invitation,  and  #hit 
he  did  not  feel  he  had  yet  too  much  ho- 
aefty  to  feign.  He  entered  into  the 
world  at  a  larger  and  more  populous 
ooUege,  where  his  performances  would 
be  more  publick»  and  his  renown  far- 
ther extended)  and  imagined  that  he 
ihould  find  his  reputation  univerfally 
frtvUentf  and  the  mfluence  of  kamtng 
every  where  the  £une. 

His  merit  introduced  him  to  fplendid 
tables  and  el^;ant  acquaintance}  bdt  he 
did  not  find  bimfelf  always  qualified  to 
join  in  the  converfatio'n.  He  was  dif- 
treiled  by  civilities,  which  he  knew  not , 
bow  to  repay,  and  entangled  in  manj 
ceremonial  perplexities,  from  which  his 
hooks  and*  diagrams  couid  not  extricate 
him.'  He  was  fometimes  unluckily  en- 
gaged in  difputes  with  ladies,  with  whom 
algebraic  axioms  had  no  great  Weight, 
and  faw  many  whofe  favour  and  efteern 
he  could  not  but  defire,  to  whom  he 
was  very  little  recommended  by  his, 
theories  of  the  tides,  or  his  approxima- 
tions to  the'  quadrature  of  the  circle. 

Gelafimus  did  not  want  penetration 
to  difcover,  that  no  charm  was  more 
Ipenerally  irrefiftible  than:  that  of  eafy 
tacetioufnefs  and  flowing  hilarity.  He 
faw  that  diverfion  was  more  frequently 
welcome  than  improvement,  tlut  au- 
thority and  foioufnefs  were  rather  fear- 
ed than  loved,  and  that  the  grave 
fcholar  was  a  kind  of  imperious  ally, 
haftily  difmifled  when  his  aififtance  was 
no  longer  neceffary.    He  came  to  a 
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fttdden  refolution  of  thrawing  off  thoCe 
cumbrous  ornaments  of  learning,  wKich 
hindered  his  recepcioD,  and  comnaenced 
a  man  of  wit  and  jocularity.  Utterly  ■ 
unacquainted  with  every  topickof  mer* 
riroent,  ignorant  of  the  modes  and  fol* 
lies,  the  vices  and  virtues  of  inankind» 
and  unfumiflied  with  any  ideas  but  fuck 
as  Pappus  and  Ardiimedes  had  given 
him,  he  began  to  dlence  all  enquiries 
with  a  jeft  inftead  of  a  folution,  extend* 
ed  his  face  with  a  grin,  which  he  mif- 
took  fo^a  fmile,  and  in  the  place  of  % 
fcientifick  difcourfe,  retailed  in  a  new 
laneilage,  formed  between  the  college 
and  the  tavern,  the  intelligence  of  the 
news- paper. 

Laughter,  he  knew,  wai  a  token  of 
alacrity  ^  and,  therefore,  whatever  he . 
faid  or  heard,  he  was  careful  not  to  fail 
in  that  great  duty  of  a  wit.  If  he  aik- 
ed  6r  told  the  faiour  of  the  day,  if  he 
complained  of  beat  or  cold,  ftirred  the 
fire,  or  filled  a  glafs,  removed  his  chair^ 
or  fnufied  a  candle,  he  always  found 
ibme  occafion  to  laugh.  The  jeft  waa 
indeed  a  Cbcret  to  all  but  himfelf ;  but 
habitual  con(dence  in  his  own  difcem* 
ment  hindered  him  from  fufpe^iing'any 
weaknefs  or  miftake«  He  wondered  that 
his  wit  was  (o  little  underftood,  Jtmt  ex- 
pelled that  his  audience  would  compre« 
hend  it  by  degrees,  and  perfifted  all  hit 
life  to  (how  by  grofs  buffoonery,  ho^ 
litde  the  ftrongeft  faculties  can  per- 
form beyond  the  limita  of  their  own 
province. 


N^*  CLXXX.     SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  7,  1751. 

AUTOMIDON. 

ON  Lira,  oit  MoaALS,  ax  tny  thougnts  smfloy'd) 

LSAfl   to  TMK  SCHOOLS   THtlK  ATOMf  AMD  TMllS  VOID* 


IT  is ibmewbere  related  by  Le  Clerc, 
that  a  wealthy  trader  of  good  under- 
fianding,  having  the  common  ambition 
to  breed  his  fon  a  fcholar,  carried  hiro 
to  an  univerfity,  refolving  10  uie  his 
own  judgment  in  the  choice  of  a  tutor. 
He  had  been  taught,  by  whatever  in- 
telligence, ihe  neareft  way  to  the  heart 
of  an  academick,  and  at  his  arrival  en- 
tertained all  who  came  about  him  with 
fuch  profufioD,  that  the  piofcffors  were 
hiitd  by  die  fhiell  of  his  table  from  their 


books,  and  flocked  round  him  with  all 
the  cringes  of  awkward  comptaifance. 
This  eagemefs  anfwered  the  merchant*e 
purpofe$  be  slatted  them  with  detica- 
cies,  and  fofteaed  them  with  carefles^ 
till  he  prevailed  upon  one  after  another 
CO  open  his  bofbm,  and  make  a  difcoverf 
of  his  competitions,  jealoufies,  and  re- 
ientments.  Having  thus  learned  each 
man*s  charaAer,  partly  from  himfelf^ 
and  partly  from  his  acquaintances,  he 
refolved  tja  fiod  fbme  other  edtlcation  for 
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hit  foil,  and  went  awty  eonrinced,  fhtt 
'  a  fchohftick  life  hat  no  other  tendency 
than  to  vitiate  the  morals,  and  contraA 
the  vinderftandingt  nor  woold  he  after- 
wards hear  with  patience  the  praifes  of 
the  ancient  authors^  being  perfuaded 
that  feholars  of  all  ages  mnft  have  been 
the  fame,  and  that  Xenophon  and  Cicero 
were  profcflbrs  of  (bme  former  univer- 
fity,  and  therefore  mean  and  (el^fli,  ig- 
norant and  fervile,  like  thofe  whom  he 
kad  lately  vifited.and  forfaken. 

£nvy»  curiofity,  and  a  fenfe  of  the 
iVnperfe6tton  of  out  prefent  ftate,  incline 
us  to  eftimate  the  advantages  which  are 
in  the  poiTeflion  of  others  above  their  real 
▼alue.  Every  one  muft  have  remarked, 
what  powers  and  prerogatives  the  vuU 
ear  imagine  to  be  conferred  by  learning. 
A  man  of  fcience  is  expe£^ed  to  excel 
the  unlettered  and  unenlightened  even 
on  occaiions  where  literature  is  of  no 
vie,  and  among  weak  minds  lofes  part 
4>f  his  reverence,  by  difcoverinp;  no  fu- 
periority  in  thoife  parts  of  life,  m  which 
all  are  unavoidably  equal;  as  when  a 
^aionarch  makes  a  progrefs  to  the  re- 
moter provinces,  the  rufticks  are  faid 
fometimes  to  wonder  that  they  find  him 
of  the  fame  fize  with  themfelves.  - 

The(e  demands  of  prejudioe  and  folly 
can  never  be  iatisfiedj  and  therefore 
many  of  the  imputations  which  learning 
fuflfers  from  disappointed  ignorance  are 
without  reproach.  But  there  are  (bme 
^ilures  to  which  men  of  ftudy  are  pe- 
culiarly expofed.  Bv^ry  condicion  haa 
it^s  difadvantages.  The  circle  of  know- 
ledge is  too  wide  for  the  moil  a£^ive  and 
dilisent  intelle^,  and  while  fcience  is 
purfued,  other  accompliihmentc  are  neg- 
yieQed  ;  as  a  fqnall  garrifon  muft  leave  one 
part  of  an  extenfive  fortrefs  naked,  when 
an  alarm  calls  them  to  another. 

Thelearned,  however,  might  generally 
fupport  their  dignity  with  more  fuccefi, 
if  they  fufFcred  not  themfelves  to  be 
•nifled  by  the  defire  of  fuperflubus  attain- 
ments. Raphael,  in  return  to  Adam*s 
enquiries  into  the  couries  of  the  ftaM 
and  the  revolutions  of  heaven,  counfela 
him  to  withdraw  his  mind  from  idle 
fpeculations,  and  employ  his  faculties 
tfpon  nearer  and  more  interefting  oh* 
jcCTt,  the  fiirvcy  of  his  own  life,  the 
lubji(5(ion  of  his  paffions,  the  knowledge 
of  duties  which  muft  dailv  be  perform- 
ed, and  the  deletion  of  dangers  which 
muft^ daily  be  incurred. 
This  angelick  couoiel  CYery  man  of 
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letters  fliould  always  hive  beferk  htm. 
He  that  devotes  himfelf  to  retired  ftitdyf 
naturally  finks  from  oniilTion  to  forget- 
fuinefs  of  focial  duties  \  he  muft  be  there- 
fore fometimes  awakened)  and  recalled 
to  the  general  condition  of  mankind. 

t  am  far  from  any  intention  to  limit 
curioiity,  or  conftne  the  labours  of  leani- 
ing  to  arts  of  immediate  and  neceifary 
ufe.  It  is  only  from  the  various  eftsyi 
of  experimental  induftry,  and  the  vague 
excurftoAs  of  minds  fent  out  upon  dif- 
covery,  that  ;^ny  advancement  of  know- 
ledge tan  be  expe^^ed  s  and  though  many 
muft  be  difappointed  in  their  labours, 
yet  they  a|«  not  to  be  charged  with  hav- 
ing fpent  their  time  in  vain;  their  ex- 
ample contributed  to  infpire  emulation, 
and  their  roifcarnages  taught  others  the 
way  to  fuccefs. 

But  thediftant  hope  of  being  one  day 
ufeful  or  eminent,  ought  not  to  miflesd 
us  too  fkr  from  that  ftudy  which  ia 
equally  requifite  to  the  great  and  mean, 
to  the  celebrated  and  obfcure  ;  the  art  of 
moderating  the  delires,  of  reprefting  the 
appetites,  and  of  conciliating  or  retain- 
ing the  favour  of  mankind. 

No  man  can  imagine  the  courie  of 
bis  own  life,  or  the  conduf^  of  the  world 
around  him,  unworthy  his  attention  | 
yet  among  the  fons  ot  learning  many 
feem  to  have  thought  of  every  thing  ra- 
ther than  of  themielves,  and  to  have  ob-^ 
ferved  every  thing  but  what  pafles  before 
theireyest  many  who  toil  through  the  in- 
tricacy of  complicated  fyftems,  areinfu* 
perably  embarrafted  with  the  leaft  per- 
plexity in  common  affairs  ;  many  who 
compare  the  actions,  and  afcertain  the 
chara£^ers  of  ancient  heroes,  let  their 
own  days  glide  away  without  examina- 
tion, and  fufier  various  habits  to  en- 
croach ppon  their  minds  without  refift- 
ance  or,dere£lion« 

The  moft  frequent  reproach  of  the 
fcholaftick  race  is  the  want  of  fortitude, 
no(  martial  but  philofophick.  Men  bred 
in  fiiades  and  fiience,  taught  to  immure 
themfelves  at  funfet,  and  accuftomed  to  '^ 
no  other  weapon  than  fyllogifm,  may  be  J 
allowed  to  feel  terror  at  peribnal  dangef  ^.^ 
ond  to  be  difconcerted  by  tumult  and 
alanor    But  why  ftiould  he  whofe  life  it 
(pent  in  contemplation,  and  whole  bu- 
nnefs  is  only  todifcover  truth,  be  unable 
to  reftify  the  fallacies  of  imagination, 
or  contend  (uccefsfully  againft  prejudice 
andpaffionf  To  what  end  haa  bexead  aod 
mcdiuuied^  i^  b||^^q[^up  hit  uiuUdbod* 
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iBg  to  falfeaiyptai^nc^lyand  MStvt  hlii- 
hlf  to  be  enilaved  by  fear  of  evtU  to 
%hich  only  fo\]j  or  vanity  oid  expofe 
liim  )  or  dated  by  advantages  to  which^ 
as  they  are  equally  conferred  upon  the 
good  and  bad,  no  real  dignity  is  an- 
nexed ? 

Such,  hovi^ever,  is  tha  ftate  of  the 
world,  that  the  mod  obfequious  of  the 
Haves  of  pride,  the  moft  rapturous  of 
the  gazers  upon  wealth,  the  moft  offici- 
ous of  the  whifperers  of  greatnefs,  are 
collected  from  feminaries  appropriated 
to  the  ftudy  of  wifdom  and  of  virtue, 
where  it  was  intended  that  appetite  (hould 
learn  to  be  content  with  little,  and  that 
hope  fhould  .aipire  only  to  honours 
which  no  human  power  can  give  or  take 
away. 

*  The  ftudent,  when  he  comes  forth 
into  the  world,  inftead  of  congratulating 
himfelf  upon  his  exemption  from  the 
errors  of  thofe  whofe  opinion^  have  been 
formed  by  accident  or  cuftouj,  atod  who 
live  without  any  certain  principles  of 
^condu^,  is  commonly  m  hafte  to 
mingle  with  the  multitude,  and  (hew 
'his  fprightlinefs  and  ductility  by  an 
expeditious  compliance  with  fafliions 
or  vices.  The  firft  fmile  of  a  man, 
whofe  fortune  gives  h?ro  power  to  re- 
ward his  dependantsicommonly  enchants 
liim  beyond  refiftance$  the  glare  of  equi- 
page, the  fweets  of  luxury,  theliberality 
of  general  promifes,  the  foftloefs  of  ha- 
"bitual  afi^bility,  fill  his  imagination  ) 
and  he  foon  ceafCs  to  have  any  other 
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wi(h  than  to  he  %tlt  reeavtd,  or  mf 

meafure  of  right  ard  WTjng  but  the  opi- 
nion of  his  patron. 

-  A  man  flatteml  and  obeyed,  learMi 
to  exaft  grofTer  adulation,  and  enjois 
lower  fulmiifiion.  Neither  our  virtuar 
nor  vices  are  all  our  own.  If  there  wai^ 
no  cowardice,  there  would  be  little  im* 
folence;  pride  cannot  rife  to  any  great 
degree,  but  by  the  concurrenoe  of  Man- 
difhment  or  the  fufferance  of  nmetieft. 
The  wretch  who  would  flirink  and 
crouch  before  one  that  ihould  dart  Ida 
eyes  upon  him  with  the  fpiiit  of  nctuial 
equality,  becomes  capricious  and  tyran- 
nical when  he  fees  himfelf  approaehed 
with  a  downcaft  look,  and  hears  the  ibft 
addrefs  of  awe  and  fervility.  To  thofe 
who  are  willing  to  purchafe  favour  bf 
cringes  and  compliance,  is  to  be  im- 
puted the  haughtinefs  that  leaves  na- 
thing  to  be  hoped  by  iirmnefs  and  »• 
tegrity.  ■ 

If,  infbad  of  wandering  after  the  me*  ^ 
teors  of  philofbphy,  which  fill  the  work!, 
with  fplendour  for  a  while,  and  than 
fink  and  are  forgotten^  the  candidates  af 
learning  fixed  their  eyes  upon  the  per- 
manent luftre  of  moral  and  teKgioaa 
truth,  they  would  find  a  more  certain 
dire^lion  to  happtnefs.  A  little  plaufi* 
bility  of  difcourfe^  and  acqaaintanee 
with  unneceflary  ipecuJatrons,  is  dearly 
purchifed,  when  it  exclude  thofe  f»- 
ftru^lfons  which  fortify  the  heart  wMi 
refolution,  and  exalt  the  fpirit  to  inda- 
pendence. 


NO  CLXXXI,   TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  10,  1751. 


•X«BV    VLVITIM    DUaiJB    SPX    VEMDULUS    HOKA. 


Hoa. 


VOtL    LBT    ME    FLOAT    IN    FORTVNX*S    POW*a, 
nSPENDAMT    CM    TNB    FUTVaX    flOUa*  i 


TO  THB  RAMBLER. 
•  lllf 

AS  1  have  palled  much  of  my  lifie  in 
dtfquict  and  fufpence*  and  loft 
many  opportunities  of  advantage  by  a 
pitilion  which  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
'  prevalent  in  different  degrees  over  a  great 
part  of  mankind,  I  cannot  but  think 
nyieif  well  qualified  lo  warn  thofe  who 
mreyctVACBpcivatcd^^tbedangvwhidi 


they  incur  by  p^Uciag  themfelvei  within 
it's  influence.   , 

I  ferved  an  apprenticefliip  to  a  linen- 
draper,  with  uncommon  reputation  far 
diligence  and  fidelity  i  and  at  the  M 
of  three  and  twenty  opened  a  fliop  for 
my  (elf  with  a  large  ftock,  and  fuch  cre- 
dit among  all  the  merchants^  who  wqre 
acquaints  with  my  mafter,  that  X  could 
command  whatever  was  imported  curi- 

4m  or  fahia^5^,  J^jefi^  ycag»Ipf»; 

ccedca 
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cceded  wtdi  Aiccefii  fivoporttonate  todok 
applkatioii  and  untainted  mtesmyi  was 
a  daj-tng  bidder  at  every  fak  {  always  paid 
Biy  Dotet  before  they  were  due ;  and  ad- 
vanced fo  faft  in  commercial  reputation, 
that  I  wat  proverbially  marked  out  at 
the  model  of  young  traders*  and  every 
pnt  expe^ed  that  a  few  yeara  would 
inake  me  an  alderman*   ' 

In  this  courfe  of  even  profperity*  I 
.was  one  day  perfuaded  to  buy  a  ticket 
ift  the  lottery.  The  fum  was  inconfi- 
•dcrablcy  part  was  to  be  repaid  though 
fortune  might  fail  to  favour  me,  and 
'  therefore  my  eftabliflied  maxims  of  fru- 
gality did  not  retrain  me  from  fo  trifling 
an  experiment.  The  ticket  lay  alnioft 
forgotten  till  the  time  at  which  every 
man*s  fate  was  to  be  determined  s  nor 
dad  the  affair  even  then  (eem  of  any  im- 
MNtaBce»  till  I  difcovered  by  the  pub- 
lick  fiapers  that  the  number  next  to  mine 
kad  conferred  the  great  prixe. 

My  heart  leap«l  at  the  thought  of 
fiich  an  approach  to  fudden  riches* 
ivMch  I  confidered  myfelf,  however 
contrarily  to  the  laws  of  computation, 
as  having  miffed  by  a  (ingle  chance  $ 
and  I  could  net  forbear  to  revolve  the 
coafequences  which  fuch  a  bounteous 
allotment  would  have  produced,  if  it 
liad  happened  to  me.  This  dream  of 
lelicky,  by  degrees,  took  pofleflion  of  my 
nnaginatian.  The  great  delight  of  my 
Ibliury  hours  was  to  purcbafe  an  eftate, 
and  form  plaAtations-with  money  which 
once  might  have  been  mine,  and  I  never 
met  my  friends  «but  I  fpoiled  all  their 
merriment  by  pei'petual  complaints  of 
my  ill  luck. 

At  length  another  lottery  was  opened, 
and  I  bad  now  fo  heated  iny  imagina- 
tion wirh  the  profpefl  of  a  piize,  that 
I  fliould  haye  {M-efled  atnong  the  firft 
purchafers,  had  not  my  ardour  been 
withheld  by  deliberation  upon  the  pro- 
bability of  fuccefs  fiioin  one  ticket  rather 
than  another.  I  heitated  long  between 
even  and  odd}  confidcredthe^uareand 
cubick  numbers  through  the  lottery} 
examined  all  thofe  to  which  good  luck 
had  been  hitherto  annexed ;  and  at  laft 
fixed  upon  one,  which,  by  fome  fecret  re- 
lation to  the  events  of  my  life,  I  thought 
predefined  to  make  me  hapj^y.  Delay 
m  great  affsire  is  often  mifchievout)  the 
ticket  was  fold,  and  if  s  poflelTor  could 
not  be  found. 

I  returned  to  my  conjeAurety  and  af- 
ttr  many  arcs  of  progiioftiation,  find 
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upon  another  cbaace,  but  with  Ids  coo* 
fideqce.  Never  did  captive,  hdr^  or 
lover,  fed  (6  much  vexation  firom  the 
flow  pace  of  time,  as  I  fuffered  between 
the  purcbafe  of  my  6cket  and  the  dtdri- 
button  of  the  prizes.  I  folaced  my  nn« 
eafinefs  as  well  as  I  could,  by  fjnequeot 
contemplations  of  approaching  happi- 
nefs )  when  the  fun  roie  I  knew  it  would 
iet,  and  congratulated  myfelf  at  night 
that  I  was  fo  much  nearer  to  my  wiflKS. 
At  laft  the  day  came,  my  ticket  appear- 
ed, and  rewaitled  all  my  care  and  fagi- 
city  with  a  defptcable  prise  of  Mty 
pounds. 

My  friends,  who  honefily  n^ced 
u|>0N  my  fuccefs,  were  very  coldly  re* 
ceived  ;  I  hid  myfelf  a  fortni^t  in  die 
countiy,  that  my  chagrin  might  fume 
away  without  ohfervation,  and  then  re- 
turning to  my  (hop,  began  to  liften  af- 
ter another  lottery. 

With  the  news  of  a  lottery  I  was 
foon  gratified,  and  having  now  found 
the  vanity  of  conjefhuie  and  inefficacy 
of  computation,  I  refolved  to  take  tm 
prize  by  violence,  and  therefore  bought 
forty  tickets,  not  omitting  however  to 
divide  them  between  the  even  and  odd 
numbers,  that  I  might  not  mifs  the 
lucky  clafs.  Many  conclufions  did  I 
form,  and  many  experiments  did  I  try 
to  determine  from  which  of  thole  tick- 
ets I  might  moft  reafonablv  expeft 
riches.  At  laft,  being  unable  to  4- 
tisfy  myfelf  by  any  n»odes  of  reaibn- 
ing,  I  wrote  the  numbers  upon  dice, 
and  allotted  five  hours  every  day  to  the 
amufement  of  throwing  them  in  a  gar- 
ret {  and  examining  the  event  by  an  ex- 
ad  regifter,  found  on  the  evening  befbq? 
the  lottery  was  drawn,  that  one  of  my 
numbers  had  bef  n  turned  up  five  tiroes 
more  than  any  of  the  reft  in  three  hundred 
and  thirt)  thoufand  throws. 

This  experiment  was  fallacious  $  d^ 
firft  day  prefented  the  hopeful  ticket,  a 
dj;tcftable  blank.  The  reft  came  out 
with  different  fortune,  and  in  conclu- 
fion  I  loft  thirty  pounds  by  this  great 
adventure. 

I  had  now  wholly  changed  the  caftof 
my  behaviour  and  the  coadud  of  my 
life.  The  fliop  was  for  the  moft  part 
abandoned  to  my  fervants  $  and  if  I  en- 
tered it,  my  thoughts  were  fo  engroied 
by  my  tickets,  that  I  fcarctly  heard  er 
anfwared  a  queftion,  but  coofidered 
every  cuftomer  m  an  intruder  upon  my 
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dKfpftteh.  I  miftook  the  price  ot  my 
ModSf  committed  blunders  in  my  bills* 
S>rgot  to  file  my  receipts,  and  oegkAed 
to  legulate  my  books.  My  acquaint- 
ances by  degrees  began  to  fall  away  | 
but  I  perceived  the  decline  of  my  bu* 
finefs  with  little  emotion,  becaufe  what- 
ever deficiency  there  might  be  in  my 
gains  I  expeded  the  next  lottery  tofup- 
ply. 

Mifcarriage  naturally  produces  diffi- 
dence; I  b<^n  now  to  (eek  affifiance 
M;ainft  ill  luck,  by  an  alliance  with 
£>re  that  had  been  more  fuccefsful.  I 
enquired  diligently  at  what  office  any 
prise  had  been  fold,  that  I  might  pur- 
chafe  of  a  propitious  vender^  iblicited 
thofe  who  nad  been  fortunate  in  for- 
mer lotteries,  to  partake  with  me  in  my 
new  tickets;  and  whenever  I  met  with 
one  that  had  in  any  event  of  his  life  been 
tminentlv  profperous,  I  invited  him  to 
take  a  larger  fiiare.  I  had,  by  this 
rule  of  condu£^,  fo  diffbfed  my  intereft, 
that  I  had  a  fourth  part  of  fifteen  tickets, 
an  eighth  of  forty,  and  a  fixtcenth  of 
ninety. 

I  waited  fior  the  decifion  of  my  fate 
with  my  former  palpitations,  and  look- 
ed upon  the  buhnefs  of  my  trade  with 
the  ufual  neglea.  The  wheel  at  Jaft 
was  turned,  and  it*s  revolutions  brought 
nje  a  long  Aicceilion  of  forrows  and  dif- 
appointments.  I  indeed  often  partook 
of  a  fmall  prize,  and  the  lofs  of  one  day 
was  generally  balanced  by  the  gain  of 
the  next;  but  my  defires  yet  remained 
uniatisfied,  and  when  oneof  my  chances 
had  failed,  all  my  expectation  was  fu- 
(bended  on  thofe  which  remained  yetun- 
determined.  At  laft  a  prize  of  fite 
thoufand  pounds  was  proclaimed  ;  I 
caught  fire  at  the  cry,  and  enquiring 
the  number,  found  it  to  be  one  of  my 
<»wn  tickets,  which  I  had  divided  a- 
mong  thofe  on  whoie  luck  I  depended, 
and  of  which  1  had  retained  only  a  ibc- 
teeoui  part* 


You  will  eafihr  judge  with  what  de. 
teftatton  of  htoitoif  a  man  tbns  inttnt 
upon  gain  refle^ed  that  be  had  fM  a 
prise  which  was  once  in  his  poflefiion* 
It  was  to  no  purpole,  that  I  reprefontd 
to  my  mind  the  imp^bility  of  raealliag 
the  piifi,  or  the  folly  of  condemning  sm 
a^  which  only  it^s  event,  an  event  ^Hiidi  • 
no  human  intelligence  coirid  focefet^ 
proved  to  be  wrong.  The  prize  which^ 
thoufl;h  put  in  my  hands,  had  been  fuf*- 
fereato  flip  froni  me,  filled  me  widi 
anguiih,  ami  knowing  that  complekit 
would  only  expofe  me  to  ridicule,  I  eiivn 
myfelf  up  filemly  to  grief,  and  loft  bjt 
degrees  my  appetite  and  my  rtdt. 

My  indifpohtion  ibon  beeante  vifiblei 
Iwasvifired  by  my  friends,  andanMm 
them  by  Bumathes,  a  clergyman,  whofi 
piety  and  learning  gave  him  fuch  an  il^ 
cendant  over  me,  that  I  could  not  refule 
to  open  my  heart.  *  There  are,^  (aid 
he,  *  few  minds  fufliciently  firm  to  be 

*  trufied  in  the  hands  of  chance.  Who* 
'  ever  finds  himfelf  inclined  to  antici- 

<  pate  futurity,  and  exalt  poflibility  10 

*  certainty,  mould  avoid  every  kind  of 

*  cafual  adventure,  fince  his  grief  nnilk 

*  he  ahvays  proportionate  to  his  bcme« 

*  You  have  long  wafted  that  time  whtch 
'  by  a  proper  application  would  htfve 
'  certainly,  though  moderately,  increaftd- 

*  your  fortune,  in  a  laborious  and  in» 

*  xiouspurfuitofafpecies  of  gain  whtch 

*  no  labotur  or  anxiety,  no  art  or  expe- 

*  dient  can  fecure  or  promote.  You  are 

*  now  fretting  away  your  IHe  in  repent* 

<  ance  of  an  aft,  againft  which  repent* 

*  ance  can  give  no  caution,  but  to  avpid 

*  the  occafion  of  committinsr  tt.    Ronle 

*  from  this  lazy  dream  of  fMtuitoue 

*  riches,  which,  if  obtained,  yon  coaki 

*  fcarcely  have  enjoyed,  becanfe  thef 
'  could  confer  no  cbnfcionfneis  of  de- 

*  fert;  return  to  rational  and  manlv  in- 
'  duftry,  and  confider  the  meer  gift  of 

*  luck  as  below  the  c^  of  a  wife  man/ 


J^tCLXXXn.  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  14,1751. 

■  PivES  4uai  Vital  VVLT, 

Xt  CITO  VVLT  FIBKI. 

JvVtKAL* 
TNI  tOST  or  WSAITN  CAM  MtVXa  BXAa  nXLAT. 

IT  has  been  obferved  in  a  late  paper,     which  Providenoe  hu  connefted  with 
that  we  are  unreafonably  defirous  to     them,  and  to  catch  advantages  witbont 
fepantethrgoodecflifcfinoa  theft  eeilt     pnying  the  price  at  whkh  they  are  oibr- 
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cd«t.  fireiywM  wiOK9i  to  b*  rich, 
but  fciy  few  htvc  the  powerp  or^ary 
fo  laiie  «  ru<i<i«n  fbnuii^e,  cithec  by  new 
dlifi:oyeri0»»  or  *by  (u^r'uxity  of  fluU, 
hiMynec«(&ryfmplpyfneiit|  aniamong 
Ib^pNir  uDfkrftaiKrtngi^  aiany  waiU  the 
£mvief»aii<l  io4uftry  requifite  to  regu- 
lar gain  ifid  gradual  accfuifitions. 

,W90vn  the  Mpe  of  CBJoying  affluence 
by  jnetbods  'more  compendious  than 
tiMke  of  Uboury  and  more  generally 
pmAicabl^  than  thofe  of  geniut,  pro- 
coodt  the  common  indinatioA  to  experi- 
o^nt  apd  bazar Jt  and  that  willingnefs 
to  ihatch  all  opportunities  of  growing 
rich  by  .chance,  which,  wheo  it  has 
oBCfi  fikttk  pofleflkm  of  the  mind,  is 
ifldfm  driven  out  either  by  time  or  ar- 
l^imeot,  but  continues  to  wafte  life  in 
perpetual  deluiion,  and  gfoerally  qids 
iBwrefchednefs  and  want. 

The  folly  of  untimely  exultation  and 
infionary  profperity,  is  bj  no  m^ns  pe- 
ciilitflo  the  purchafers  or  tickets^  there- 
m  multitudes  whole  \if6  is  nothing  but 
^a  continual  lottery  |  who  are  always 
irkhin  a  few  months  of.  plenty  and  hap* 
pine(s»  and  how  often  ibever  they  am 
ipockod  with  blanks,  cxpeft  a  pri^ 
firpm  the  next  adventure. 

Among  the  moft  refolute  and  ardent 
of  the  votaries  of  chance  maybe  num« 
b«rtd  the  mortals  whofe  hope  is  to  raife 
^Mmielvcs  by  a  wealthy  match;  who 
lay  4411  all  their  induftry  on  the  aflidu<* 
ities,  of  courtihip»  9itd  deep  and  wake 
with  no  other  ideas  than  of  treatSi  com<» 
^iments,  guardians,  and  rivals. 

One.cf  the  moft  indefatigable  of  this 
claft,  is  my  old  friend  Leviculus,whom 
I  hava  never  known  for  thirty  years 
inritl^ut  (bme  matrimonial  projefk  of  ad» 
fraatage.  Leviculys  was  bred  under 
a  merchant^  and  by  the  graces  of.  his 
perfon,  the  (prightlinefs  of  hli  prattle, 
and  the  neatnefs  of  his  dreis,  (b  much 
cnamoiured  his  mafter's  fccond  daughtery 
fL  girl  of  fixteen,  that  flie  declared  her  re- 
folution  to  have  no  other  hulband.  Her 
father,  after  having  chidden  her  for  un* 
^tttifuine(s,  confented  to  the  match,  not 
much  to  the  fatisfaflioh  of  Levtculus, 
who  was  fufiiciently  elated  with  his  con« 
'  queft  to  think  himfelf  entitled  to  a 
larger  fortune.  He  was#  however,  foon 
rid  of  his  perplexity,  for  hia  miftrefs 
died  before  their  marriage. 

He  was  now  fo  wdl  uttsfied  with  hia 
own  acooflnpliflimoits,    that  he  deter- 
to  commnice  fortttne«hoiitcri 


and  when  his  ag^centtceihip  expired,  iiif.^ 
ftead  of  b^'namg,   ^s  wae'  expeiGlecf, 
to  walk  the  Excbanftwith  a  face  of  itn-  i 
porunce,    or   aiTociatin^   t^mfelf  with 
thpfe  who  wer^  moft  eminent  for  their  . 
knowleikre  of  the  ftocks,  he  at  pace . 
threw  ontbe  folemnity  of  the  counting-  ^ 
boufe,  equipped  himfelf  with  a  modi(h  \ 
wig,  liftened  to  wits  in  coffee- honfcs^ 
paifed  his  evenings  behind  the  fcenes  in 
the  theatres,  learned  the  oapies  of  beau* 
ties  of  quality,  hummed  the  laftftanzaa^ 
of  fafliionable  fongs,  talked  with  fami- . 
liarity  of  high  play,  boafted  of  his  at* 
chievements  upon  drawers  and  coach* 
men,  was  often  broueht  to  his  lodginga 
at  midnight  in  a  cl^air,  told  with  neg- 
ligence and  jocularity  of  bilking  a  tay* 
lor,  and  now  and  then  let  fly  a  ihrewd. 
jefl  at  a  fober  citizen. 

Thus  fumi(hed  with  irre^ible  ar* 
tillery,  he  turned  his  batteries  upon  the 
female  world,  and  in  the  firft  warmth  of 
felf-approbsmon^  propofed  no  left  tfaai\  , 
the  poUtrflton  of  riches  and  beauty  unit* 
ed.  He  therefore  paid  his  civilitiei  to 
Flavilla,  the  only  daughter  of  a  weal- 
thy Ihopkeepcr*  who  not  being  accui^ 
tomed  to  amorous  blandifliments,  orre* 
fpe^lful  addreflcs,  was  delighted  widi 
the  Aovelty  of  love,  and  eaiiiy  fufferej 
him  to  conduct  her  to  the  play,  and  t^ 
meet  her  whei-e  (be  vifited.  Leviculut 
did  not  doubt  but  her  father,  however  of-  . 
fended  by  a  clandeftine  marriage,  wonkl 
ibon  be  reconciled  by  the  tears  of  hi| 
daughter,  and  the  merit  of  his  fon-in? 
law.  and  was  in  hafte  to  conclude^  the 
affair.  But  the  lady  liked  better  to  bii 
courted  than  married,  and  kept  him 
three  years  In  uncenainty  and  attend* 
pnce,,  At  laft  (he  fell  in  love  with  a 
young  enffgn  at  a  balU  and,  having 
danced  with  him  all  night,  married  him 
in  the  morning. 

Leviculus,  to  avoid  the  ridicale  of  hit 
companions,  took  a  journey  to  a  fn>a]l 
eftate  in  the  country,  where,  after  his 
u(bal  encjuiries  concerning  the  nympbt 
in  the  neighbourhood,  be  foand  it  pro« 
per  to  fall  in  love  wifh  Altilia,  aaoaid* 
en  lady,  twenty  years  older  than  him*, 
felf,  for  whofe  tavour  fifteen  nephewa 
and  nieces  were  in  perpetual  contentioiu 
They  hovered  round  ner  with  fuch  jea* 
lous  officioufhefs,  as  fcarcely  left  a  mo« 
ment  vacant  for  a  lover.  LeviculuSf  na» 
verthelefs»  difcovered  his  paifiaai-ia-a 
letter,  and  Altilia  could  not  withftnid 
the  pleasure  of  bearii^  voart  and  lighs» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'f^t-  kAMBLKA. 


4^ 


and  flatteries  and  proteftations.  She  ad- 
Buitted  hit  vifits,  enjoyed,  for  Ave  years^ 

tants  in  perpetual  alarms,  and  amuled 
herfelf  with  the  variMS  iiaiafevt  mki^ 
were  praBifed  to  difengage  her  afiec- 
tions.  SoroetliMi  tfe  was  advifed  with 
gieat  eameftneTs  to  travtl  (ortm  ha>Uh» 
and  fometimes  intrealHt  !•  kae^  feer 
l>rother*8  houfe.  Many  ftories  were 
ffifSki  tatiie  diMviitiyf  twrknto^ 
•yifbieh  ikntmtmbmkf  fiiemed «ia£bil 
ittr  a  tiflii«  bill  tnk  cafs  fiMtt  afterwirds 
to  exprefa  her  conviction  of  their  Mtt- 
Jwod*  But  bMCt  at  M  ^aiMsd  Irith 
thiskidiaraas  Wraoby,  tel*M  hfir  kliei» 
«lm  1h  ^M  ^  iht  ativMd  <af  hiiiSar^ 
WM^tlmt  §m  vat  iFcry  Jfi»fililt«f  to 
iioriti  but  wm  rdUMd^ot  ta  iMpoTPSsilk 
am  aacMnt  ^MMly. 

iM<tnBn  fBtMnMs  ta  tke  Saavn^  .ana 
4bMi  afer.bia  arrival  bactme  acf unntMl 
n*idi  I»alf%ma4  a  Jacly  diftiaguiihed  by 
Mit  tkgapc^  •£  bfir«%Dip%t,  and  Hic  je^ 
yhiilifif  «f  her  aandma.  Her  .^fvoMi 
^s  mrieaft  in  ber  magaificfflioe,  and 
bar  ^rudeaoe  n  bar  trMrnnv^iSLwd  tkart^ 
toe  LiioQaluft»  wfaa  bad  Icmtdf  ca^ 


fMaaoa  s*  Mcit  h«r  £rr«ur«  feadiiy 
(^qiiiiMd  fbrtima  of bcr-fiomMrdebta^  what 
Mk  fMMi  \mn6Af  ibHii^ntflied  by  bsr 
with  fiich  marks  of  preferehce  as  aw»* 
•nnit>faiiddBAriaab«a«diogivc  He 
anar  ^rimr  bobkr^  aod  wtotiiled  i# 
iatatbe>»uebia  kipaiiafKa  bdi«re  her. 
9bt  hmg4  Mm  vritbcmt  it6ntveat»  in 
fl*e {KfOMtted  hoBiD  bofe  fbrba^- 
ntls^  aad  at  toft  imetl  the  nuptial  ^« 
■iiUiagi  ady  diiniRful  fvfenre  j«f  )ii«« 
MMmey,  .or  feidid  fttpMtoteaaa  for  join* 
Ovay  aan  fcttiewenfta* 

teviauhia  waa ariiMipbhfif  da  tbeevlb 
«f  nbMrii^i  wban  bebaardon  the  ihan 
Ibfe  vaiteofJiaiwiaia's  maid,  wbom  fire> 
auent  bribes  had  fecured  in  hia  lirvice. 
mm  fciwi  bMtfft  bUo  bis  yaotn,  tmA  told 
bimthait  lie  caM  mA  ftiffitt-  bim  10 
Ik  homgac  tktaifcd)  that  ber  milbela 
ihk9  Hoar  Hie«dnig  tbe  Jaft  payment 
«ffbar>ibrt«ifcratid  waa^ndy  fuy^urnd 
affateeby  .tbecradit  M  hiaaf- 
>te.  Leviculus  (huddered  to  (jet  btm- 
iliffete«  a-fnvcipice,  andfbundtbat 
bt  wm  iaiiirtmd  for  hi»  efaape  to  tbere* 
at«fcheniaid»  whby  bavbigaf. 
rtebi  to  gain  tbe  oo»qtiaft, 
milk  ber  at  toft  bbovt  tbe 


^ 


Leviodus  was  now  hopekTs  and  dif* 
coniblate,  till  one  Sunday  he  &w  a  lady 
Id  ««  Wm.rwhQib  I«  dMa  dbctobfl 
a  widow)  and  whom,  by  the  jolting 
nmmok  har^i  and  tba  broad  re- 
t^kbdcnca  of  bar-coafficeoanoef  he  tpittU 
to  have  lately  buried  foroe  prolperoua 
ciliMiu  He  iQUq/wd  her  home,  and 
faondbmobe  00  Itfsiban  the  reU6t 
of  Prune  the  grocer^  who  having  no 
OMw^bidbafaviihed  tohri&Mi 
debts  aod  duet,  imA  bis  aftaiN  real  «nd 
tterfeinal.  No  formality  mm  Hfcafi- 
iary  inaddr^fittg  Madam  Pnm%  mi 
ihmittt  LevifiKdua  went-  Bepu  mfuiMog 
without  a»  iatiWu6lor.  HiaiMMa*- 
(ioa  waa  iwaived  ^r^  n  loud  toofb  ; 
iba  than  ooilefitod  her  eouoiaiMuiceriaop^ 
dered  athisimpudeoee^aikadsf  hekupvr 
4d  wboci  be  was  bdbbi|^  than  Ibfiwe^ 
bim  At  door,  and  aeain  to!ugbe4  to 
Aod  bim  confuM.  Leviculus  difcor 
vered  that  this  coarieaals  was  BotbifC 
More  tbatt  the  ooquctry  of  Comhi^l,  aaj 
next  day  retoroed  to  Cba  attack,  idl^ 
fooo  flrew  fiMaib'ar  to  her  dialed  and 


in  a  few  weeks  heard,  without  any  < 
tioo,  bite  of  gay  ctothta  with  mpty 
fuck0ai%  eoofiOffod  in  many  fage  r^ 
SRorks  on  the  regaitl  due  to  the  peapto 
^  property ;  aod  a^pioed  wilb  her  m  ds^ 
^eftatimi  of  ^heladtcs  at  the  other  end  of 
•tbe  town,  vtfho  piocbed  their  bellies  10 
buy  bne  toees,  and  tbsn  fufoteuded  Jio 
itugh  at  the  titty. 

Ma  fometimea  p^efumed  t^  msuMOp 
oiatriage)  but  was  aiways  anfwarjHl  wbb 
a  flap,  a  hoot,  and  a  fl^an(Ee.  M  tot 
he  began  to  prefs  her  ictoier^and  thoiMh^' 
btBMf  mm^  favooraldy  reaeiird^  but 
going  one  mormngfwitfa  a  refoluiion-to 
ttiflo  no  bmger,  be  faiind  ber  goq#  i0 
cboich  with  a  fpung  joutiic|fmanifiMa 
tbe  neigbba<ttftng'di^ic^wbo«aitoi4iad 
baeoade.enaoMvted  at  ber  window. 

Inthcfe^  amdo-tbonftad  immnfriiaia 
adMRtmes,  fans  JUeviciibia  ijpentbia  ttoi% 
tiM  be  ismow  gitiwn  §Kf  odlb  Ofli,  ^ 
tigye,  and  difiif»pomemcn.t.  iieliPjpmi 
attoacD^nd  that  ftieee&Tts  eiot  «>ihd 
axpefbd,  and  being  uni^t  foranj^oifc* 
plovtncnt  thMiBiightbn^rovohia  wtobe, 
nM  unftninflicd  wi^  anjr  artatbpi  wigbl 
am^t^hia  bififre,  is  condemned  lo  wen^ 
oQt  a  tattaM  Hfr  in  fiatmtieea  wbtob 
few  will  bear,  and  oaitiptoittt*  wbicb 
oane  wtM  pity* 
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NS  CLXXXin.    TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  17,  1751. 

MVtLA  riDBt  SSOWt   80CIIIy  OMIftl^VB   VOTBITAt 
IMPATIBIItCOPSOaTIt   SlAT* 

hvCAM* 
KO   PAXTH    OP   PARTNBISniP    OOlfllllOlf 'OWfft| 
STILL    OltCOlt)   AOYBKt   0*BK    DITXDBD   TRROMBt. 


THE  hoftiltty  perpetually  ezercifed 
between  one  man  and  another^  is 
cauicd  by  the  define  Kif  manv  for  that 
which  only  few  can  poflefs.  Eveiy  man 
would  bench,  powerful  and  famous) 
yet  fame,  power,  and  riches,  areonhr 
the  names  of  relative  conditions,  whicn 
imply  the  obfcority,  dependance,  and 
poverty  of  greater  numbers.    ^ 

This  univer&l  and  inceflant  competi* 
tion  produces  injury  and  malice  by  two 
motives,  intereft  and  envy ;  t(ie  proljpeft 
of  adding  to  our  pofleflions  what  we 
can  take  &om  others,  and  the  hope  of 
alleviating  the  (enfe  of  our  difparitv  by 
kiTening  others,  though  we  gain  notning 
to  otirieives. 

Of  thefe  two  malignant  and  deftruo- 

tive  |16wers,  it  feems  probable  at  the  firft 

▼iew,  that  intereft  has  the  ftrongeil  and 

moft  extenfive  influence.     It  is  eafy 

Ip  conceive  that  opportunities  to  feize 

what  has  been  lone  wanted,  may  excite 

deHres  almoft  irreiiftible$  but  fureiy  the 

fame  eagernefs  cannot  be  kindled  by  an 

accidental  power  of  deftroying  that  which 

,^ves  hsppmefs  to  another.    It  muft  be 

'  more  natural  to  rob  for  gain,  than  to  ra- 

'  Vage'only  for  miichief. 

Yet  1  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
jrreat  law  of  mutual  benevolence  is  of- 
lener  violated  by  euvy  than  by  intereft, 
and  that  moft  of  the  mifery  which  the 
defamation  of  blamelefs  anions,  or  the 
obHrtiftion  of  honeft  endeavours,  brings 
Upon  the  world,  is  infliAed  by  men  that 
pmpofe  no  advantage  to  themfclves  but 
the  AmMHon  of  poifoning  the  ban- 
quet which  they  cannot  Ufte,  and  blaft* 
ing  the  harveft  which  they  have  no  right 
to  reap. 

Intei«ft  can  dtfFufe  itfclf  but  to  a 
narrow  compafs.  The  number  is  never 
larse  of  thofe  who  can  hope  to  All  the 
pous  of  degraded  power,  catch  the  frag- 
ments of  (littered  fortune,  or  fucceed  to 
the  honours  of  depreciated  beauty.  But 
the  empire  of  envy  has  no  limits,  as  it 
requires,  to  it*s  'influence,  very  little 


help  from  oatemal  drcmnnaiices.  Eibvj 
may  always  be  produced  by  idlenels  snd 
pride,  and  in  what  place  vnll  they  not  be 
found? 

Intereft  reauires  (bme  quaUtiei  oot 
miivcrially  beftowed.    The  ruia  of  an^ 
other  will  jpnxhice  no  profit  to  him  who 
has  not  diKemment  to  mark  his  advai* 
tage,  courage  to  (eiie,  and  a^^vity  <• 
ptuilie  it;  but  the  cold  naal^rnity  of  ea- 
vy  may  be  exerted  in  a  torpid  and  qui- 
efcent  ftate,  amidft  the  gloom  of  ftini*| 
dity,  in  the  coverts  of  cowardicei    He  J 
that  falls  by  the  attacks  of  intereft,  ii^. 
torn  by  hun^  tigers  $  he  may  iakxnm  ) 
and  li&ft  his  enemies.    He  thstt  pe*( 
rifties  in  the  ambuftiet  of  envy,  it  de»  \ 
ftroyed  by  unknown  and  invifible  al^] 
iailimts,  and  dies  like  a  man  fufibcated  V 
by  a  poiibnous  vapour,  without  know-  I 
Irage  of  his  dangeri  or  poifibility  ^ 
conteft. 

Intereft  is  feldom  purfiied  but  at  foot 
hazard.  He  that  hopes  to  gain  nudi, 
has  commonly  fomething  to  lofe,  and 
when  he  ventures  to  attsKk  fuperiority» 
if  he  fails  to  conquer,  is  inecoverably 
cruflkod.  But  envy  may  ad  without  ea* 
pence  or  danger.  To  ipread  fufjpicioot 
to  invent  calumnies,  to  propagate  fcaii* 
dal,  recjuires  neither  labour  nor  coiirage. 
It  is  eafy  for  the  anthoc  of  a  lie,  how^ 
malignant,  to  efcape  deteftion,  and  ia* 
famy  needs  very  little  induftry  to  tSak 
it's  circulation. 

Envy  is  almoft  the  only  vice  which  il 
practicable  at  all  tidies,  and  in  every 
place;  the  only  paflion  which  can  never 
lie  quiet  for  want  of  irritation:  it*sef* 
fefts  therefore  are  every  where  difcover» 
able,  and  it's  attempts  always  to  bs. 
dreaded. 

It  is  inipofttble  to  mention  a  name 
which  any  advantageous  diftin6tion  has 
made  eminent,  but  fome  latent  aninMH 
fity  vrill  burft  out.  The  wealthy  tradcTi 
however  he  may  abftra6l  bimiclf  from 
publick  affairs,  will  never  want  tboft 
who  hint,  with  Shylock,  that  ftups  aic 
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but  bdardt.  The  beauty,  idorned  on- 
ly with  the  unambttiout  graces  of  in- 
nocence and  modefty*  proirokes,  when- 
erer  flie  appean,  a  thouiand  murmurs 
of  detraftioo,  |Tbe  genhts»  even  when 
be  endeavours  only  to  entertain  or  in* 
ftmfty  vet  fuffers  peHecution  horn  in- 
numerable €riticks>  whofe  acrimony  is 
excited  merely  bv  the  pain  of  feeing 
others  pleafed^ana  of  hnring  applaufcs 
which  another  enjoys. 

The  frequency  of  envy  makes  it  (b 
familiar^  that  it  efcapes  our  notice^  nor 
do  we  often  refleA  upon  it*s  turpitude 
ormaiignity,  till  we  happen  tofeellt^s 
influence*  When  he  that  has  given  no 
provocation  to  malice^  but  by  attempt- 
ing to  excel>  finds  himfelf  purfued  bv 
multitudes  whom  he  never  faw,  witn 
all  the  implacability  of  perfoual  refent- 
ment;  when  he  perceives  clamour  and 
malice  let  loofe  upon  him  as  a  public 
enemy>  and  incited  by  every  ftratagem 
of  defamation)  when  he  hears  the  mif- 
ibrtunes  of  his  family,  or  the  follies  of 
his  youth,  expoied  to  the  world  $  and 
every  failure  of -conduft,  or  defei^  of 
nature,  aggravated  and  ridiculed  ^  he 
fben  learns  to  abhor  thofe  artifices  at 
which  he  only  laughed  before,  and  dif- 
covers  how  much  the  happinefs  of  life 
would  be  advanced  by  the  eradication 
of  envy  from  the  human  heart. 

Envy  is,  indeed,  a  ftubbom  weed  of 
the  mind,  and  feKlom  yields  to  the  cul- 
ture of  philofophy.  There  are,  how- 
ever, confiderations,  which,  if  carefully 
implanted  and  diligently  propagated, 
might  in  time  overpower  and  reprefs  it, 
fince  noone  can  nurfe  it  for  the  fake  of 
pleafuiY,  as  it's  eSc6kz  are  only  ihame, 
angui(b,  and  perturbation. 

It  is  above  all  other  vices  inconfiftent 
with  thecharaf^er  of  a  fecial  being,  be- 
caule  it  facrific?s  truth  and  kindnefs  to 
vtry  weak  temptations.    He  that  plun- 
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ders  a  wealthy  neighbour  gains  as  much 
as  he  takes  away,  and  may  improve  his 
own  condition  in  the  fame  proportion  aa 
he  impairs  another's  j  but  he  that  blafta 
a  flouriihing  reputation,  muft  be  con- 
tent with  a  fmall  dividend  of  additional 
fame,  fo  final!  as  can  afford  very  little 
confolation  io  balance  the  guilt  by 
which  it  is  obtained. 

I  have  hitherto  avoided  that  danger- 
ous and  empirical  moralitv,  which  cures  - 
one  vice  by  means  of  another.    But  en- 
vy is  fo  bafe  and  dcteftable,  fu  vile  in 
it's  original,  and  fo  pernicious  iri  it's 
effe£ls,  that  the  predominance  of  almoft 
any  other  quality  is  to  be  preferred.   It 
is  one  of  thofe  lawlefs  enemies  of  fo-*^v 
ciety,    againft  which  poifoned  znowsj) 
may  honeftly  be  ufed.     L^  it  therefore^ 
be  conftantly  remembered,    that  who- 
ever envies  another  confeffes  his  fupe- 
riority,  and  let  thofe  be  reformed  h^ 
their  pride  who  have  loft  their  virtue. 

It  is  no  flight  a^ravation  of  the  in- 
juries which  envv  incites,  that  they  are 
committed  aninn  thofe  who  have  given 
no  intention^d  provocation  i  and  that  the 
fufferer  is  often  marked  out  for  ruin, 
not  becaufe  he  has  failed  in  any  duty, 
but  becaufe  he  has  dared  to  do  more 
than  was  required. 

Almoft  everv  other  crime  is  praflifed 
by  the  help  of  iome  qualitv  which  might 
have  produced  efteem  or  love,  if  it  1^ 
been  well  employed  j  but  envy  is  mere 
unmixed  and  genuine  evilf  it  purfues  a 
hateful  end  by  defpicable  means,  and 
deHres  not  fi>  much  it's  own  happinefs 
as  another's  m.fery.  -  To  avoid  depra- 
vity like  this,  it  is  not  neceflary  that  any 
one  fliould .  a^re  to  heroifm  or  (an Aity, 
but  only  that  he  fliould  refolve  not  to 
quit  the  rank  which  nature  afligns  him, 
and  wifli  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  a 
human  being. 


N«CLXXXIV.   SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  21,1751. 


vtsMtTTts  IPII8  txrxMDxat  IfVlilNiaVS,  OVID 

COMYBMIAT    MOXIt,  BlBUSf^OE  FIT  VTI1.B  KOSTaiS. 

"JVV. 
2MTKVIT  THY  FOftTVNB  TO  THt'rOW'aS  ABOVt) 
I.SAYX  THSM  TCTMANACX  FOR  THIS,   A^O  TO  GSANT     . 
WHAT  TlfXia  UHXISJMO  WISDOM  tBtt  THXX  WANT. 

pSTDXK. 

AS  every  fcheme  of  life,    fo  every     mingled  in  the  fame  proportions.    The 
form  of  writing,  has  it's  advan-     writer  of  eflays  efcapes  many  embarrafT- 
tages  and  incoafcnienciesi  though  not    ments  to  which  a  large  work  would  have 
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cjipoM  him;  lie  (cl4«ii  hanfles  hit 
itaAm  with  loiig  triint  of  confeqoence«» 
4Un9  bi9  eyes  with  the  peru(al  of  anti- 
<)uated  voIui]iet»  or  burthens  his  me- 
mory with  great  acctiinulations  of  pre- 
paratory knowledge.  A  c'aitleft  glance 
^j^^on  a  Tav(Airiu  aothor,  or  traniieiit  far- 
veyof  the  varieties  of  life.  Is  ftiflicient 
to  fu'pply  the  firft  hint  or  ttttinuX  idea, 
which,  enlarged  by  (be  gradiial  accretion 
df  lAatter  ttorcd  ll>  the  mind,  is  by  the 

y^prarmth  of  fincy  eafily  expanded  into 

/  iowtrst  #bd  fometimet  npeoed  imd 

'    fwt, 

I  The  oioft  freqtfeiif  dfrneiHtyl^y  which 
the  authors  of  thefe  petty  competitions 
are  diilreffed,  »ri^  from  the  perpetual 
demand  of  aovelty  and  change.  Tlie 
<orepiler  of  a  (vktm  of  fcieiict  lays  his 
ii^vention  at  rtn,  and  employs  only  his 
judgment,  the  faculty  exerted  with  leaft 
^ttgue.  Bven  the  relator  of  feigned 
*|venttHTSf  when  otice  the  principal 
chara&ers  ire  eftabliihedy  and  thegreat 
events  .regutorly  conneCled,  iinds  inci- 
4enU  ina  epiibdat  crowding  lipon  hit 
9iindi  every  chaDge  opens  new  views, 
and  the  Utter  part  or  tbte  ftory  grows 
Without  labour  out  of  the  former.  But 
bethatattempttto  entertain  his  reader 
with  unconneded  pieeeSf  Bftds  the  irk- 
Ipme^cfs  of  hif  taik  rather  increafed 
than  leflened  by  every  produAidn.  The 
4iy  ^U  afrdh  upon  him  for  a  new 
topick,  and  he  is  agjaio  obliged  to  choofe, 
without  any  principle  to  regulate  his 
ehoice. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  there  is  feldom 
any  DtceAity  of  looking  ftr^  inquiring 
long  foe  «  proper  fubjeft.  fevery  diver- 
sity of  art  or  nature,  every  publick  blef- 
inff  or  calamity,  every  oomeRick  pain 
or  gratification*  every  Tally  of  caprice, 
blunder  of  abfurdity,  or  ftratagem  of 
affectation,  may  fupply  matter  to  him 
whofe  only  rule  is  to  avoid  iiniformity. 
But  it  often  happens,  that  the  judgment 
isdiftra^cd  with  boundlefs  multiplicity, 
the  imagiiiarioniraofvc  dnm  ont  dffign 
to  another,  and  the  hours  pal%  imper- 
ceptibly away,  till  the  compofition  can 
be  no  longer  delayed,  and  mecetfRty  en- 
^  forces  the  u(e  of  thoft  thoughts  which 
then  happei;  to  be  at  hand.  The  mind, 
rejoicing  at  deliverance  on  any  terms 
from  perplexity  and  fufpence,  applies 
harielt  vigoioufly  to  the  work  before 
h«:,  coUeas  embelliflimeinta  and  Uluf- 
tradonc,  and  ibmetimes  finiAes,  with 
great  el^noe  «nU  hajipinefs,  wteic  m  ft 


ftate  of  ea(e  and  lelfbrc  At  oercr  ha^ 
becun. 

It  is  not  commonly  obftrred,  how 
much,  even  of  aAions  confiderrd  as 
partioilarty  /fabjcft  to  choice,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  accident,  or  fome  cavfe  out 
of  our  own  power,  bywhatever  nanoe 
it  be  diftinguifhed.  To  clo6  tedious 
deUberatfons  with  bafl^  refolve^  snd 
after  long  conftiltatiops  with  reafon  to 
refer  the  queftion  to  caprice,  is  by  so 
means  p^uliar  to  the  eilayift.  Let  bin 
that  pttufes  this  pajxr  review  the  ieriei 
of  his  life,  and  inquire  how  he  was  . 
pbttcd  In  his  prtfent  condition*  He 
win  Andy  that  of  the  good  or  ill  which 
he  has  oxpcrienced,  a  great  part  came 
ufie^pe^led,  without  apy  vifible  grada- 
tions of  approach;  that  every  event  hat 
been  influenced  by  caufcs  acllng  with- 
out his  intervention  J  and  that  whenever 
he  pretended  to  the  prerogative  of  fore- 
fijmt,  he  was  mortlntd  with  new  con- 
▼laion  of  the  ihortnefs  of  his  views* 

Thebufy,  the  ambitious,  theincon* 
flant,and  tne  adventurous,  may  be  bH 
to  throw  theAjfclvcs  by  de6gn  into  the^ 
arms  of   fortime,    ami  volunt^ily  toyj 

Suit  the  power  of  governing  them&mi|^ 
jey  engage  In  a  courfe  oflife  in  whi^h 
Tittle  can  be  albertained  by  pi-eviousmei* 
Aitts  f  nor  is  it  any  wonder  that  their 
time  Is  paft  between  elation  and  dei^oo4- 
ency,  hope  and  difhppointment. 

Some  there  are  who  appeaf  io  wall  . 
the  road  of  life  with  more  ciituinfi>ec-y 
tion,  and  make  no  ftep  till  they  thiok*^ 
themMves  ftcure  from  the  haprd  pf  *^ 
precipice  I  when  neither  picafure  aor 
profit  can  tempt  them  from  the  beatea 
path  5    who  refufc  to   climb  left  thcf 
iiould  fall,  or  to  ruM  left  they  flMHilJ  , 
ftumble,  and  move  flowly  forward  with-  J 
out  any  compliance  with  tho(e  plfll^ 
by  which  the  heady  and  vebeipent  m 
(educed  and  betrayed.  . 

Yet  even  the  timorous  prudence  « 
this  judicious  clafs  is  far  from  exempt- 
iM  them  iirafn  the  dtmnioaof  «1>^ 
a  futytle  and  itt€dioua  power,  who  wm 
intrude  upon  privacy  and  embanaft 
caution.  Ito  coorfe  of  fife  is  fo  pre- 
limbed  and  limited,  but  that  many  ac- 
tions muft  refult  from  arbitrary  election* 
Every  one  m«ft  form  thegeneial  plw  « 
his  conduct  by  his  own  refleAion*!  ^ 
muft  refolve  vHiether  he  will  endeavoar 
at  riches  or  at  content  i  whether  hrgj 
fxercife  private  or  public  rirtucs  i.  ijj 

thcr  he  wUllabour  Atr  tb  P  |[SD^^^ 
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t>r  mankind)  or  contrail  his  beneficence 
to  his  family  and  dependants. 

This  queftioQ  has  lo(ig  eycTcifed  the 
fcko«)|  of  ptuiofbpliyy  but  rMnainc  vqc 
undecided}  and  what  hope  is  there  that 
a  young  man  unacquainted  with  the  ar« 
guments  on  either  fide,  ihould  deter- 
mine his  own  deftiny  btherwife  than  by 
chance? 

When  chance  has  given  him  a  nartner 
of  his  bed,  whom  he  prefers  to  ill  other 
women,  without  any  proof  of  fuperior 
defert,  cb^i^  muft  again  dirtfl  him  in 
the  education  of  his  children )  for  who 
was  ever  able  to  convince  Ijiipfelf  }>j  af  • 
guments,  that  he  had  chofen  f^r  h\$  fon 
that  mode  of  inftru£bon  tp  wUcb  hU 
tinder(hun4ing  W9f  beft  ^dapledi  pr  by 
which  he  would  mqft«ifiiy  brnuidf  witf 
or  viituous  ? 

Whoever  (hall  inquire  bv  what  «!•• 
dves  he  has  determined  on  tbefe  imiKir- 
tant  occafions,  will  And  them  Aicn  M 
his  pride  Will  fcarcely  Tufier  him  to  eon* 
fefsi  fomeliidden  ardour  of  defire»  fome 
vncptain  f lifnpie  of  aJv«nta|p,  fatqfi 
petty  a>o)|!etitlon|  fome  inaccurate  cop- 
^miQTi,  or  fome  example  implicitly  re- 
yerenced.  Such  are  often  the  firft  caufei 
vf  o^  tcHvm-f  &r  it  is  Aecefl^ry  to aft^ 
iut  impoCibletg  know  the  conwquenoit 
of  atEUon^  or  tp  difoiis  all  the  r^aiona 


tempeftuous  fea,  in  queft  of  (bme  poit»    \ 
where  we  expe£l  to  find  reft,  but  where  we     i 
are  aot  fur^  of  .aflmiQiani  we  an:  qot  oqIj    - 
in  danger-of  fiaking  in  the  way, '  but  of 
being  milled  by  meteors  miftaken  for  - 
ftaw^  of  bcNig  dnveo  from  our  couiie  ' 
by  the^pbanm  of  the  wind,  and  of  loT-  . 
in^  it  lij  unucilful  fteeragei  y^  it  fome^  . 
times  Happens^  that  crofs  winds  blow  1 
us  to  a  fafer  coafl|  that  ip^teors  draw  us  } 
aCdc  from  whirlpool**  wd  that  n^H-  1 
gence  or  error  contributes  topurefcape/ 
from  mifchiefs  to  which  a  dire6^  coiuie 
would  have  expofed  us.    Of  thofe  that 
by  precipitate  CQUfiluiion*  involve  them« 
fclves  in  falAmities  without  guilt,  very 
{ew>  however  they  may  reproach  them- 
/Gelm,  can  bf  certain  that  other  mea* 
fyrn  svoyldh^ye  baen  more  riKcefsfuJ. 

In  this  i^atc  of  univerfid  unceitainty, 
wfctie  a  thoufimd  dangers  borer  about 
us,  «nd  aoat  can  leil  whether  the  good 
that  he  porfties  is  not  evil  in  difguife, 
or  whether  the  next  ftep  will  lead  him  to 
fafety  or  deftru6tion9  nothing  can  afford 
any  laiional  tranqviUity,  but  th$  t^nvw^ 
titp  lliatf  bpwever  we  amuie  ovrichrai 
with  MAideal  (bunds*  nothii^  in  reality  ta 
fQVwpoi  by  cbaiu:e|  but  that  the  unir 
yojc  i»  uAdor  tly  pei-petual  fuperiptend^ 
fpcp  of  him  who  cicated  it}  tbat  our  be* 
in£  ia  in  tl)e  ttai^U  of  omnipotent  gPod« 


which  pfir  themfclvef  on  every  part  to  n^l*  4>7  whm  what  appears  cafual  to 

inopifitiyciieli  apdfoUatude*  vi  la  imM  tor  ends  ultimataly  kimf 

Sinca  life  iti^  i«  unccitain,  HOttupy  and  merciful j   aad  that  nothi^^  can 

wbicb  baa  life  for  it*s  baQa  (an  ^oaS  iioaily  hurt  hmi  who  debars  im  tmpf^ 

much  ftabjlity.    Yet  thja  iA  bi^  a  fmaU  ffom  ^  Pivipe  favour. 
partpf4HirpaiiIaxity*    Wcftt0l4«ii» 


MfClXJOY. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


414 


THE  rambler; 


N»  CLXXXV.  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24,  1751. 

AT  YINDICTA  BONVM  VITA  JVCVMDIVt  irtAy 

NtMn  ROC  IMPOCTI.  J 

CHRYSirrUt  MON  DIC^  IDZUf.   XBCMITK  TRALBTXI 

INOBNIVM,   OULCIQJDB  tlMBX  TICXNVt  HYMSTTO, 

q^Vl  FAKTBM  ACCtFTJB  tJBVA  XMTXK   TIMCLA  CiCVTiB 

ilCCUSATOBX  BOLLBT  PAKt.  <^UIPPE  MiNUTX 

tlMPBI^   KT  IMrilMI  BtT  ARIMIy   BXlGUK^US  VOIVPTAS 

VX.TIO. 

J»T. 

»WT  of    KITXNCB  It  IWXBT. 

THUS  THINK  THE  CKOWD)    WHO,  BAeXK   TO  BN6ACX» 

TAKB  <tOICKLY  riRE,    AND  KINDLE  INTO  BAGS. 

>tOT  to  MILD  THALEt  NOB  CREYtlPPVt  TROUGRT, 

Not   THAT  GOOD  MAN,    WRO  DRANK  THE  POIt^NOVt  DBAVGRT 

WITH  MIND  tERENE;    AND  COVLD  NOT  WItH  TO  tBB 

Kit  TILE  ACCU8EB  DBINK  AS  DEEP  At  HE! 

SVALTEDtOCRATBl!    DIVINELY  BBAVEt 

INJUR'D  he  FELLy   AND  DYING  HB  FORGATBy 

too  noblb  for  bevenoe{  which  ttxll  wb  find 
tbb  wbakbtt  fbailtt  of  a  fexblf  mind. 

Dbtdsn* 


NO  Ticious  diipofitions  of  the  mind 
more  obftinately  refift  both  the 
CDonfcIs  of  philofophy  and  the  injunc- 
tions of  religion,  than  thofc  which  are 
complicated  with  an  opinion  of  disunity ; 
and  which  we  cannot  difmifs  without 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  oppoHdon  fome 
pdrantaee  iniquitoufiy  obtained,  or  fuf- 
lering  from  our  own  prejudices  fome 
sgimitation  of  DuHllanimity. 

For  this  reafon  fcarcely  any  law  of  our 
Redeemer  is  more  openly  tranfgreifed, 
or  more  induftrioufly  evaded,  than  that 
by  which  he  commands  his  followers  to 
forgive  injuiies,  and  prohibits,  under  the 
landion  of  eternal  mifery,  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  defire  which  every  man 
feels  to  return  pain  upon  him  tnat  in- 
fill it.  Many  who  could  have  con* 
quered  their  anger,  are  unable  to  com- 
bat pride,  and  purfue  offences  to  ex- 
tremity of  vengeance,  left  they  fliould 
be  inuilted  by  the  triumph  gf  an  ene- 
my. 

But  cer^inly  no  precept  could  better 
become  him,  at  whofe  hirthpeace  was 
prockumed  to  tbM  fartb.  For,  what 
would  fo  foon  deftroyairthes order  of 
fociety,  and  deform  lift  with  \uoleiKe 
and  ravaee,  as  a  permuHon  toeveiy  one 
to  judge  tiis  own  came,  and  to  appor- 
tion his  own  recompence  for  imagined 
injuries  ? 

It  is  difficult  for  a  man  of  the  ftri6Uft 
juftice  not  to  favour  himfelf  too  rouchi 


in  the  calmeft  moments  of  folitary  me* 
ditation.  Every  one  wiflies  for  thedif- 
tin£lions  for  which  thoufands  are  wifli- 
ing  at  the  fame  time,  in  their  own  opi- 
nion, with  better  claims.  He  that,  when 
his  reafon  operates  in  it's  full  force,  can 
thus,  by  the  mere  prevalence  of  felf- 
love,  prefer  himfelf  to  his  fellow-beingSy 
is  very  unlikely  to  judge  equitably  when 
bis  paffions  are  agitated  by  a  (en(e  xji 
wrong,  and  his  attention  wholly  en- 
grbfl^  by  pain,  intereft»  or  danger. 
Whoever  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  nght 
of  vengeance,  (hews  how  little  he  is 
qualifiMl  to  decide  his  own  claims,  £nce 
he  certainly  demands  what  be  would 
think  un£t  to  be  granted  to  another. 

Nothing  is  more  apparent  than  that» 
hovi^ever  injured,  or  however  provoked, 
fome  muft  at  laft  be  contented  to  forgive. 
For  it  can  never  be  hoped*  that  he  who 
firft  commits  an  injury,  will  contentedly 
acquiefce  in  the  penalty  required:  the 
fame  hauffhtinefs  of  contempt,  or  vehe- 
mence of  defure,  that  prom^t^the  tiA  of  in- 
juftice,  will  more  Arongly  incite  it*s  jufU- 
fication;  and  refentment  can  never  U> 
exA^lly  balance  the  puniihment  with  the 
fault,  but  there  wiU  remain  an  over, 
plus  of  vengeance  which  even  be  who 
condemns  his  firft  a6lion  wiU.think  him- 
felf entitled  to  retaliate.  What  then  can 
enfue  but  a  continual  exacerbation  of 
hatred,  an  unextinguiihable  feud,  an 
inccftant  rcciprocation^f  mifcbief,   a 
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matual  ^b^lMee  to  ei)taip»  and  enger- 
neft  to  daftly? 

Since  then  the  luii^oary  right  of 
vengeance  muft  be  at  iaft  remitM,  be* 
caule  it  is  impoflible  to  lite  in  perpetual  ' 
hoftility,  and  equally  impoilible  that»  of 
Iwp  enemie)^'  either  ihould  firft  think 
himielf  obliged  b^  juftice  to  fubmiiIion» 
k  is  furely  eligible  to  forgive  earl)> 
Every  paflioa  is  more  eaiiiv  uibdued  be- 
fore it  has  been  long  accu^omed  to  po(^ 
ieflion  of  the  hearty  every  idea  is  obli* 
teratcd  with  le(s  difficulty,  as  it  has 
been  more  iightly  iropreued,  and  leis 
frequently  lenewed.  He  who  has  often 
brooded  over  his  wrongs,  pleafed  him- 
felf  with  fchemes  of  jnafignity,  and 
glitfted  his'pride  with  the  faticted  fup- 
plicatioHs  or  humbled  enmity,  will  not 
eafily  open  his  bofom  to  anuty  and  re- 
conciliation, or  indulge  the  gentle  ien- 
timents  of  benevolence  and  oeace. 

It  is  eaiieft  to  fQi;give>  ^ile  there  is 
yet  little  to  be  foi^en.  A  (ingle  in- 
jury may  be  foon  difmifled  from  the 
niemory;  but  a  long  fncceflion  of  til 
offices  by  degrees  aflociates  itfelf  with 
every  idea,  a  long  contei  involves  To 
many  circumftances,  that  evoy  place 
anda^Ion  vrill  recal  it  to  the  mind,  and 
freih  remembrance  of  vexation  muft  ilUl 
ttikindle  rage,  and  irritate  revenge. 

A  wile  man  wilt  make  hafte  to  fpr* 
give,  becaufe  he  knows  the  true  value 
of  time,  and  will  not  foffiar  it  to  pafs 
away  in  uanecelTary  pain.  He  that  will- 
ingly fufers  thecorroftons  of  inveterate 
katredy  and  gives  up  his  days  and  nights 
to  ^  gloom  of  malice,  and  pertnrba- 
Ckms  of  ftrata^ero,  cannot  furely  be 
laid  to  confult  kis  eafe.  Refentment  is 
an  union  of  forrow  with  maltgnity,  a 
combination  of  a  paffion  which  all  en- 
deavour to  avoid,  with  a  paffion  which 
aU  concur  to  deteft.  The  man  who  re* 
tires  to  meditate  mifchief,  and  to  exaf- 
perate  kit  own  rage;  whofe  thoughts 
are  employed  only  on  means  of  diftrefs 
and  contnvances  of  ruin;  whole  mind 
never  paufes  from  the  remembrance  of 
his  own  fufierings,  but  to  indulge  fome 
hope  of  enjoying  the  calamities  of  an- 
otber,  may  j  only  be  numbered  among 
the  me^  mi&rable  of  human  beings, 
fmonff  thofe  who  are  guilty  without 
reward,  who  have  neithn-  the  dadnefs 
of  profpcrity,  nor  the  cidm  c?  inno* 
cenee. 

•Whoever  coniiders  tfaeweakneft  botk 
of.  himself  and  others,  will  not  long 
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want  perfuafives  16  foTgivencft.  W« 
know  not  to  what  de^pree  of  maligaitf 
any  injury  is  io  be  impatedf  or  horn 
much  it's  guilt,  if  we  were  ta  inlpefil 
the  nund  of  him  that  oommicaad  h^ 
would  be  extenuated  by  nsiftake,  pat^ 
cipitarfoe,  or  negligence;  we  cannot  be 
certain  how  much  OMre  we  feel  than  wat 
intended  to  be  infli^ed,  or  how  wamSk 
we  increafe  the  miichtef  to  ourfeWes  hf 
voluntary  aggravations.  Wemayckai^ 
to  defign  the  eH^s  of  accident!  we  mmf' . 
think  the  blow  violent  only  bocauie  wc 
have  made  ourselves  delicate  and  tender;  j 
we  are  on  every  iide  in  danger  of  enror^ 
and  of  guilt,  which  we  are  certain  to 
avoid  omy  by  fpeedy  forgivenefs. 

From  this  pacifickand  harmlcft  tem« 
per,  thi4s  propitious  to  others  and  our* 
lelves,  to  donoeftick  tranquillity  and  to 
focial  happinefs,  no  man  is  withhelA 
but  by  pride,  by  the  fear  of  being  «'- 
f ulted  by  his  adverfary,  or  deipilS^  by 
the  world. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  unfailing 
and  univerfal  axiom,  that  *  all  pride  •• 
*  abje61  and  mean.*  It  is  always  aa 
ignorant,  laay,  or  cowardly  scquief- 
cence  in  a  falie  appearance  of  excellence^ 
and  proceeds  not  from  confcioufneik  of 
our  attainments,  but  inien£bility  of  our 
wants. 

Nothing  can  be  great  which  is  not 
right.  Nothing  which  reafon  condemns 
can  be  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  hu- 
man  mind.  To  be  driven  by  external 
motives  from  the  foth  which  our  own 
heart  approves,  to  give  way  to  any  (Hiii|^ 
but  conviAion,  to  fuffer  the  opinion  of 
others  to  rule  our  choice,  or  overpower 
our  refolves.  is  to  fubmit  tamely  to  eke 
loweft  and  moft  ignominious  flaviery; /^ 
and  to  reiign  the  right  of  dive^ng  our 
own  lives. 

The  utmoft  excellence  at  which  hu- 
manity can  arrive,  is  a  conftant  and  de- 
terminate purfuit  of  virtue,  without  re- 
gard to  prefent  dangers  or  advantage  | 
a  continual  reference  of  every  a6lion  to 
the  divine  will )  an  habitual  appeal  to 
everlaftine  juftice;  and  an  unvaried  ele«  . 
vation  of  the  intellectual  eye  to  the  t«* 
ward  which  perfeverance  only  can  Ob- 
tain. But  that  pride  which  manj,  who 
prefume  to  boaf^of  eenerous  lentiments^ 
allow  to  regulate  dieir  meafures,  has 
nothing  nobler  in  view  than  the  appco. 
badoo  of  men,  of  beings  whofe  foperi- 
ority  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  ac- 
knowledge,   and  who,  wJien  we  huve 
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iMdf  of  Mii^  wtto  igMrfmflf  jti&gk 
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AIlBOR  jBfTIVA  ftSCBBAT»«  AVmA-< 


D9LC%  KtOBllTSlI  LABAjGBII  AMABO^ 

OVC.CB  toqjrBiiTBAi* 


ll0B» 


V1.ACB  MS  WBBBB  WBVMl  IVMMBE  it'KKB 
VVBIHDt  TUX    CLBBBy  OB  WABtft  THX  TBBB*} 
WrtBBE  fctXt   LOWBBIirG  CLQV9*  ArTBABy 

AUb  AHlSItt  )dV4f  o'troBM«  Til*  tniLEW^vtr  YtAki 

lOyk  AN»  Tli<  MrtlrfiT  kitfiLt,  eiutftii  «lt  •foitt, 

YBB  UTiiyir,  W^  twtt ttr  trtitBl  AKb  r#itf^t1^  Mfttt. 


Ot  the  happineft  and  mtfery  of  0m 
pri^t  iBte»  part  'anfeB  ^r^m  <Hir 
tefiMiei^,  aad  part  (mm  mr  dpinMli 
pan  it  <ybnbuted  b]r  naiufar«ni  part4a 
m  a  gnat  maafiut  i^pallioDed  Vy  •ar* 
iUwet.  Pofidve  iiteafvit  wn  da»Mft«i* 
wa)rt  obtain,  and  uofitive  pain  wt  aftnl 
canodt  reniere.  No  man  <iil  fi^e  M 
bit  own  planutienttht  £ra^mnca  of  fba 
Indian  {rovet}  nor  wiM  ahy  preetptB  of 
pbiloibphy  «nabk  him  to  withdnnr  htl 
attention  ffooA  woiMtds  or  diMSra%  B«t 
the  negative  infelicity  which  ffOtaadin 
not  fivM  the  pivlluNof  AiflSmngt)  but 
the  abfence  of  amQ|rniania»  wiU  iklwapt 
yield  to  the  Fcmedies  of  leaibn* 

Oneof  the  mat  arts  of  efcaping  fiH 
ferfluouB  vneMil^afib  >•  ^f<^  «^n>MKb 
from  the  habit  of  comparing  our  Hindi* 
tton  with  that  of  otherB  on  wham  the 
bleiOngs  of  lift  ait  more  boiintifuUy  be» 
flowed,  or  with  iflMginary  daMB  of  do» 
light  and  feeurity,  pti4iaoB  vM^oable 
by  BBortalf .  Few  ale  fMced  hi  n  itii« 
ntion  £0  gioony  bad  diftreitliiU  da  nbt 
to  (ee  every  day  beings  yet  more  foilom 
and  mifer^ble^  fVoin  whom  fbcy  tnof 
learn  to  rejoice  in  their  own  4ot>  " 

NatocouviaiiaaB  u  left  C^ifttMc^ 


friAirett, 


artor 

cttuiaieBi   oikI  HMnerafe 


pwper^Mcife  fcr  <hi>  nhildfapy 
«^ablbaaion.    AnHftve^ofBi^    ' 


plttehad  wMh  tb^  fiaii  of  ;  „^ 
mmf  UOtn  hie  •Mbmm  far  ImI 
cotMllrft  HrfilAiringhiBiiii^giiialiOTiM 
wabdor  in  the  vatet  of  Aiia»  aad^siat 
amon^  wooit  that  aaralwaynigtfnBnA  jBtfl 
lhreamB«hitjAlwa|BinMtfiMir|  buttf  hi 
tumt  hitthHig^ta  lowaadt  lbepc|br  !*• 
giouii  dnd  conftdws  ikt  ■gtiabii  m 
#hOni  a  great  pbrtion  of  tba  jnar  ^ 
darbobftiaad  «te  are'tondenBadOoyaft 
#eek«  and  ODolito  amidft  1 
finlw^  ht  win  iboB  recover  bia  1 
llimalKiwhikheAirBllaaf 

hit  doik  about  iiin^  refla  

be owta  to  l^flBfvidfenaBi  iiat  4tt  iB4MI 
p|ac»Miteeee«iandQr6ib«<a> 

Tbe  barrennfa^  «f.  the  aa#tli  bad<ibi 
feveri^  mi  ikm  kk^kt  thelb  dreoiy 
oewntrieH ore  AichattAiallt be<ape£kl 
totMiino  iSm  mM  mh&ft^itm  wamt 
mmfkitioB  mf  ofccafitf  alid  MM^  m 
that  <be/ carte  of  «fQapuig  dtodb^^nj^ 
cold  and  bunker  (hould  leave  no  f«o«B 
^r  tliSBR  MoMoi  wf^^t^^  in  lan^  of 
^tyv^idUMDco  aiiiBft^  of.  4mit€Slf 
^haraaeti} 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'tnt  HAKfB&tli; 


l«7 


tfAlf  injpMpiaiftg  f»f^^Mxmff$mllltA 
^HnrMf  m  kmglAf  ferilw  Ammteff. 

YmlmmdcQtMtf'wkiiMmmhKft 
ffMmd  ietiMijrIitto  thtfttMtet  Hfoftr^ 

OMirliJllorijHMy  tH«ir«rItkkii^  aiiltbeir 
poets;  MdLliri^tfMttfkMdeliitdtMiii 
liM  <rtiettvir  iMMMHity  Mm  lit  Mhd, 

OftMlMiMr*  iMt  tt  hi  tek  l^dAM  if 
caftcrn  monarttlMit 

la  one  of  the  large  caves  to  which  the 
families  of  Greenland  retire  tosether^  to 
mTs  the  cold  noothf  #  and  'whichyiiunf 
be  ktthed raeirfitl&gH oi*  ciflH, a yoiltll 
mnd  maidy  who  came  from  di&matjpar^ 
of  the  country^  wefe  fi^  much  oifiin- 
guiflied  for  their  4Maiity^  ihat  they  wen 
called  by  die  reft  of  the  inhabitants  An- 
ninnit  anA  A^f,  from  a  fuppofed  re- 
femblance  to  ^eir  anceft^rt  of  tile  fmiM 
names,  who  hadbdbfi  tfaftAfoTtted  6f  ^Kl 
into  the  fan  and  mo«n. 

Anningait  for  CotSi  ^rtit  HtM  ffte 
prai(es  of  Ajut  with  little  emotion,  but 
at  lafty  by  u^uent  intenriews,  became 
Itofibk  of  ho:  charms^  $bd  firft  hiade  a 
4Uc*Td^  of  his  tilKiftfoa)  by  iniTiting  her 
^irith  her  jarenfes  to  a  fdaft^  wb0n  be 
^litttd  bemt  Ajot  tfaettil  of  a  wbalt. 
Ajut  ktdied  not  moA  ddigfatei  by  tUs 
fpnhomcy^  >^t^  ho#efM%  nroniifaitAimey 
mntbdrftdnrdf  to  apfiear/  but  m  a 
JvMamdeor  dirftinota  whits dsef; 
^Aii  «M  iMqbBntly  to  rtiMw  the  bhick 
dyaunon  Im  hinds  atad^Hehtad*  to 
«dovn  berfleevts  wtthoonlattd  ikdli, 
•and  to  bm4  her  hair  uMi  grot  exaav 

The  elesanoe  tff  her  chefs,  and  the ju'. 
Vicious  dflbofithm  of  har  ornam^nci;  had 
^sch  aa  mtSt  npon  Aiming»t„that  hb 
>c<Mild  no  longer  be  retrained  iirom  a  d#- 
•darMtiolit>fhirlo¥e.  He  therefore  cons:, 
-fided  a-  Mm  in  her  j^railr,  io  whioh, 
••mong  olher  beroick  vnd  tendsfc  itntr* 
HftBti^  he  |MOie0tdf  that»  '  She  was 
•«  heantiM  is  Ike  vcmai  wiUtw,  and 
«  fragrwitaatiwrmiuponihemotmtaimi 

*  that  her  ftngers  were  «dnte  as  the 
«  t«sdiafdKmorle»'andlhtfteiiegraoi. 
«  lili^M the dtffekitkNi  of  tbekcf  that 

*  brwoddttttrftieher,thoa|hiieifaould 

*  fkk  the  fiiows  of  the  ntidhmd  cliil, 

*  drMc  Mtsrin  the  eaivs  of  theeaf- 
•«  tei^  cniaibalsi  that  be  woukltsar htr 

<  fmt^embraeesofthegeiiitsofthe 

*  t9€k*9  tetch  herlroii  tbepawt  of 
'•  Ahmuoc,  ^ntaehirftamtlKjiu 


ft#ik»tkiit  «  eflMmindl  irtttnipe  t* 
^  iiufderhisti«BniiiM»A$ttt»imdilbe 
^^  bmm  alrtwm  his  hf^^  andSbaiiA 
^  tiie4«Hl»f6«lslil9ikiai  Might  ftnrt 
^  §oi  m  mHm  ^  then  to  citch  the 
^  iiO|*ijiti  gf  tiw  flmy  kanpiv* 

it  WMie8p4iNiv  uMR  A|Ot  iieoaki  asoft 
^  t»  IM  lhrfd«.«kl  ■iiii«niiifli4> 
.Mtei  btftAlttl^wlclltlMaitttfalhMgUk. 
^NBit  of  bsao^y  ^Mpsfted  all  liM  Mmia 
of  courtihip}  and  before  (he  would  con- 
feis  herielTconqueFedy  the  fan  returned* 
the  ice  broke,  and  ibe  Mmi  of  libovtr 

taaied  ^t^  theif  anprdvm^ttf , 

AimiQ^itaadAjut  tor  a  thpe  always 
wentoytia  the  iSuoe  boat,  and  divided 
srfaaitiier  wasoaa^dtt^  Anntngait,  in 
the  fight  of  his  mSbaft,  loft  mo  oppor* 
tunityof  fignalising  his  courage^  he  at* 
ttekMl  ibe(te«Hom  on  tbrieet  purfued 
tile  fbth  iAto  tfm  ^ftftar;  Md  leaped 
»Athlba£kof(h^iMAle,«1Aehewaa 
ft^igdfiTg  >rt^th  lAe  ttAilihi  of  life, 
'was  niydfn^drt^  l^il  t6  accumu« 


late  all  that  could  be  neceflary  to  make 
wrntor  ooBiftmbf^;  hfc  dHed  ihe  roft  of 
filbis,  andthsfl^ofieafcjhseitfrJb- 
fid  deerand  fwOn^lmA  didfed  their  ikis 
«D  adorn  his  bridt)  be  teAsd  her  wiii 
eggs  fimn  the  foeks»  ana  nkewed  het 


it  hsp^^intd  tnat  a  teuipeA  dfdve  tfee 
filh  to  a  diftanc  part  of  the  eoaft,  Mott 
AtttdngBlt  had  cohiplelid  his  to«|  he 
thsiilere'eiKOsaced  Ajot,  that  iio  sifiohl  - 
at  laft  grant  hhis  bar  hadd,  and  atooiil. 
piny  Mm  to  that  part  of  the  eoimtry 
whither  he  was  now  Anmhoned  hy  nih 
«Mit3^«  Ajttt  thought  him  notyetsii. 
tillid  to  faoh  coiKhrfceafiwi,  hat  prdL 
poM,  asatrial  of  his ctfnftanejr,  thit, 
nefltpuld  return  at  the  end  of  ^mnilr 
to  the  tarem  where  their  acquatntanee 
cemmencedf  and  thct^eapea  uie  rewvttl 
^  his  attdastieft.    *  O  virgtn,  beanti^ 

*  ful  as  the  ^n  (hining  on  the  walir» 
^  cMfider/  Aid  Anmngiit,  <  what  diou 

*  haft  t«^i«d.    How  eafilr  may  my 

<  mura  be  prKladed  by  a  hidden  frtift 

*  ^  uileMpeaed  f<^f  dien  mnft  the 

<  aight  be  pad  without  toy  Ajut.    We 

*  life  not,  my  fair,  in  thoie  fabledcoun- 
«  tries,  whith  lying  ftrangers  fo  wtn>. 

*  toaly  deferibe;  where  toe  whole  year 

<  is  divided  into  ihott  days  and  nights ) 

*  where  the  feme  habttadon  (erves  for 

*  ftmuntr  andwrnterj  where  they  raiie 

<  hdoftt  fai  wwr  aboeo'  die  ground. 
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dwtU  topter  fipotti  ym  toyeiry  with 
flocks  ot  tame  animalt  framgin  ttit 
ikidt  about  thems  can  tf«vel  at  anjr 
dme  fromoaeplacetoinodMr^tlMVM 
wart  incloieclwsKhtreeilkorowfvalla 
raitod  upon  the^  inted  waa«t|  and 
dirca  tfadr  coorie  thhNi|^iMd»cottnw 
triet  by  tlk:  figbcof^rani  hilltor  ^cat. 
tandmldinfa*  £^  in  AiawMr*  we 
bafc  ito  means  of  crafliug  the  ohub* 
taint,  wboie  fiiowt  arenarer  diilblvedi 
nor caarctnaiveto  any  diibnt  refidenca^    Wore  the  night  oi 


<  bnt  id  our  jbitti  coaiiBg  fhe  hmfm, 

*  ConMcTy  Ajoti  a  iW  ftunmcrrcij^ 

*  and. a  lew  wmfter-nighta,  nnd  tbe  life 

*  of  mm  i#«t  an  e«M.    Night  is  the 

<  tioitofeaieaadfeiUvitv.otretfclanMl 
'  gtietyi  hot  what  will  ho  the  flamtnc 
'  Itnipk  the  cielicJout  feal»  o(  the  £akM^ 

<  oU»  wfthottttheJsaiicof.Ajtttl* 
Thedo^wnceof  Anningakwas  vain« 

the  aaidcontimied  inexorabley  and  they 


pirtsdwithjudentDropniltstoaMet  agaia 
/winter. 
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yoir  1LLVM  IfOtTIt  VOttVUT  MVTAia  LABOKtty 

Hon  ti  Fiii«oatavtMB0iit  naaavM^vs  aiaAHvi^ 
«xTR*ii»Ait.va  ifiTBt  Htxiitt  toaaAiidt  A^ooiji,^-** 

«MI«lA   irlMClT  AMOI. 

ViaoUrt 

'     &OTB  AlTiai  MOT  foa  Vt  atS  MABO  DBCBBait 

HOT  THO*   BBNBATH  TKB  THKACIAH  CLIMB  WB  FEXBBBf 

Om  TAB  MtLD  BtiSS  OF  TBMFBBATB  SKXBt  FOBBOO^ 

AND  m.  MID  WINTBB  TBBAD  llTliOnXAN  tllOW  :^— •  ; 

XOTX  COMq.VBat  ALL.— — 

DtTDltl* 


A  NNINGAIT,  however  dUcom- 
X\  poied  by  the  dilatory  coynefs  of 
Ajut»  was  yet  refohred  to  omit  no  to- 
tos  of  amorous  re^pef^;  and  therefoie 
Mtiented  her  at  his  departure  with  the 
ikins  of  feven  white  fawns,  of  five  fwans 
and  deten  (ealsy  wkh  thre^  marble  lamps, 
ten  Teilels  of  feal  oil,  and  a  hu-ge  kettle 
of  brfiifs,  which  he  had  purchaMd-firom 
a  ihip,  at  the  price  of  half  a  whale,  and 
two  floms  of  fea-unicoms. 

Ajut  was  fo  much  a£fe£led  by  the 
f  ondneis  of  her  lover,  or  ib  much  over- 
powered by  his  maenificenoe,  that  ihe 
followed  him  to  tbe  iea-fide|  and,  when 
Ihe  faw  him  enter  the  boat,  wiihed  aloud, 
that  he  might  return  with  plenty  of  flcins 
mndoil}  that  neither  the  mermaids  might 
fnatch  him  into  the  deeps,  nor  the  ^- 
rits  of  the  rocks  coufine  mm  in  their  ca- 
verns. 

She  ftood  a  while  to  gaze  upon  the 
departing  veflfel,  and  then  returning  to 
her  hut,  filent  and  dejefted,  laid  ahde, 
irum  that  hour,  her  white  deer  flctn,  fuf- 
fered  her  hair  to  fpread  unbraided  on  her 
Ihoulders,  and  forbore  to  mix  in  the 
«f  ances  of  the  maidens .  She  endeavour- 
ed to  divert  Iter  thoti^hts  by  continual 
application  to  feminme  employments, 
gathered  mofs  for  the  winter  lamps,  and 
ilried  grau  to  line  the  boots  of  Aunin- 
gait.    Of  the  ikins  which,  he  had  be- 


ftowcd  upon  her,  die  made  a  fiflungw 
coat,  a  fmall  boat,  and  tent,  all  of  ex* 

r'fiite  manufa6bNre|  and  while  (he  waa 
s  bofied,  iblaced  her  labours  with  a 
fong,  in  which  Ihe  prayed,"*  that  her 
'  lover  might  have  hands  ftrenger  than 
the  paws  of  the  bear,  and  feet  fwifier 
thanthefifietof  theretn-deer;  diiithiB 
dart  might  never  err,  and  that  his  boat 
mi|^t  never  leak}  ^the  might  never 
ftumble  on  the  ice,  nor  faint  in  the 
vrater;  that  the  ieal  might  rofli  on  his 
harpoon,  and  the  wounded  whakmight 
dam  the  waves  in  vain.* 
The  large  boats  in  which  the  Green- 
landers  tranfpert  their  ismilies,  are  al- 
ways rowed  by  wolnen )  for  a  man  will 
net  debafe  himfelf  by  work  which  m^ 
quires  neither  (kill  nor  courage*    An» 
ningak  was  therefore  eimoftcT  bv  idle- 
nefs  to  the  ravages  of  pafSon.    Heweat 
thrice  to  the  ton  of  the  boatf  with  an 
intent  to  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
back  to  his  miftielsi  but  r^Ueding 
the  miiery  which  th^  mufb  endure  in 
the  winter,  without  oil  for  the  lamp»  or 
ikins  for  the  bed,  hercelblved  to  employ 
the  weeks  of  abfence  inprovifiontora 
night  of  plenty  and  felicity.    He  then 
compofed  his  emotions  as  he  could,  and 
expiefledt  in  wild  numbers  aiid  un«wtfa 
insag^^  faishepes^  hisibrrows»  andUa 
feartt    '  01]fi^*uyghe^<  frail  and  un-^ 
^  certai&l 
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ceitsufil  where  ihall  wreteW  man 
find  thy  reiemblance  but  iki  ice  Hoatb^ 
on  Che  octan  f   It  towers  on  hiffh^  it 
Iborklet  from  afar;  while  the  Aormt 
drive  and  the  waiert  beat  it,  the  ftin 
melt*  it  ahove»  and  the  rocks  fliatter 
it  bdow.    What  art^diou,  deceititil 
|4earure!  but  a  fi^den  blm  ftream- 
ing  from  dienorth>  which  plays  a  mo- 
«ient  on  the  eye,  mOcks  the  trsTeller 
with  the  hopes  of  light,  and  then  va« 
niflies  for  ever?  What,  love,  art  thou 
but  a  whirlpool,  which  we  approach 
without  knowledge  of  our  danger, 
diawn  on  by  imperceptible  desrees, 
till  we  hiive  loft  all  power  of  refittance 
andefcape?  Till  I  6ttd  my  eyes  on 
the  graces  of  Ajut,  while  I  had  yet 
not  called  her  to  the  banquet,  I  was 
carelefs  as  the  flce|iinff  morfe,  I  was 
merry  as  the  fingers  in  the  ftars.  Why, 
Ajut,  did  I  gaze  upon  thy  graces  ? 
why,  my  fair,  did  1  call  thee  to  the 
banquet  ?  Yet,  be  faithful»  my  love, 
remember  Anningatt,  and  meet  my 
return  with  the  fmile  of  vireinity.'   I 
will  chafe  the  deer,  I  will  lubdoe  th^ 
whale,  refiftleft  as  the  froft  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  unwearied  as  the  fimimer 
fim.    In  a  few  weeks,  I  (hall  return 
profoerouaand  wealthy;  t)ien  ftiall  the 
roemh  and  the  porpoaie  feaft  thy  kin- 
dreds the  fox  and  hare  ihall  cover  thv 
couch)  the  tough  hide  of  the  feal  (hall 
il^lter  thee  frcmn  cokl$  and  the  fat  of 
the  whale  illuminate  thy  dwelling/ 
Anningait  having  with  thefe  lenti- 
■lents  confoled  bis  grief,  and  animated 
his  indoftiy,  found  that  they  had  now 
coalM  the  headland,  and  iaw  the  whales 
rpoopng  at  a  diftance.     He  therefore 
ttlaced  bimfelf  in  his  filhing.boat,  called 
bis  aflbdates  to  their  feveral  employ. 
mcntSf  plied  his  oar  and  harpoon  with 
inmdible  courage  and  dexterity;  and, 
by  dividing  bis  time  between  the  chace 
and  fiAiery,  fulpended  the  miftries  of 
•bftncc  and  fufpicion. 

Ajut,  in  the  mean  time,  notwithftand- 
iRg  her  ncgle^ed  drds,  happened,  as 
fhc  was  drying  ibme  (kins  m  the  fun, 
to  catchi  tht  eye  of  Norngfuk,  on  4iis 
Mtum  firom  hunting,  Nomjgfttk  was 
of  l^ttb  truly  illullnous.  His  mother 
bgd  di^  io  chiklbirth,  and  his  father, 
tlie  rac^  expert  fiflier  of  Oreenland,  bad 
wiihed  by  too  clo(rporiuit  of  the  whale. 
fais  d%nity  was  equalled  by  his  riches; 
ke  was  raafter  of  four  men^s  and  two 
womta't  bgit«^  had  mnety  tabt  of  oil- 
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in  bis  winter  halntatkm,  tn4  five  and 
twenty  ieals  buried  in  the  iboir  igainft 
the  i«afi>n  of  darkneft.  When  he  (avt 
the  beauty  of  Ajut,  be  immediately 
threw  over  her  the  ddn  of  a  deer  that  m 
had  taken,  and  foon  afbr  prefented  htr 
with  a  branch  of  coral*  Ajut  refufed 
bis  gifts,  and  determhied  to  admit  no 
lover  in  the  place  of  Anningait. 

NomgAik,  thus  rejefled,  had  recourib 
toflratagem.  He  knew  that  Ajtit  would 
confult  an  Angekkok,  or  diyiner,  con* 
ceminr'^fate  of  her  lover,  andthef^li- 
city  other  future  life. '  He  therefore  ap- 
plied hhn&lf  to  the  moft  ceM>rated  An- 
eekkok  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
by  a  preient  of  two  finds  and  a  marble 
kettle  obtained  a  promife,  that  when  Aj«C 
ihould  confult  himt  he  would  declare 
that  her  lover  was  in  the  land  of  ibuls. 
Ajut,  in  a  fhort  time,  brought  him  a 
coat  made  by  herielf,  and  aiquired  what 
events  ^^ere  to  befal  her,  with  a(rurances 
of  a  much  larger  reward  at  the  return 
of  Anningait,  if  the  prediftion  (hoitld 
flatter  her  defiras.^  Xhe  .AnjMkkok 
knew  the  way  to  riches,  and  raretold 
that  Anningait,  having  already  caught 
two  whale5t,  would  foon  return  home 
with  a  large  boat  hden  with  proviJions'. 

This  nrognoftication  (he  was  ordered 
to  keep  lecret;  and  Norngfuk  (kpending 
u^n  bis  artifice,^  renewed  his  addreflea 
with  greater  confidence;  but  finding  hia 
fuit  nill  unfticcei'sful,  applied  bimfelf 
to  her  parents  with  ffifti  and  promifes. 
The  wealth  of  Greenland  is  too  power- 
ful for  the  virtue  of  a  Greenlander|  diey 
forgot  the  merit  and  the  prefents  of  An- 
ningait, and  decreed  Ajut-te  the  em- 
braces of  Norngfuk.  She  entreated} 
Oie  remonfbrated;  (he  wept,  and  raved; 
but  finding  riches  irre(i(bble,  fled  away 
into  the  uplands,  and  lived  in  a  cave 
upon  fuch  berries  as  (he  could  gather, 
and  the  binls  or  hares  which  (hie  had  tho 
fortune  to  enihare,  taking  care,  at  an^ 
hour  when  (he  was  not  likely  to  be  fotmd^ 
to  view  the  iea  eveiy  day,  that  her  lover 
might  not  mifs  her  at  hit  return. 

At  \2&  (he  faw  the  great  boat  in  which 
Anningait  had  departed,  ftealing  (low 
and  heavy  laden  along  the  coaft.  '  She 
ran  with  all  the  impatience  of  affie^Uoa 
to  catch  her  lovei*  in  her  arms,  and  re- 
latejierconftancyandfuffiurings.  When 
the  company  reached  the  land^  they  in- 
formed her,  that  Anningait,  after  tb«t 
fi(hery  was  ended,  beiilg  unable  to  (up- 
port  the  dow  paflage  of  t^  veflH  of 
36a  wriaCh 
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ca^lag%  h^  fet  out  UfoK  than  in  hit  Some  ue  of  opiM^  thut  ^btf  wm^ 

filiiai-bqt^t  aoJ  they  expe^  at  tbeir  chaiij;ed  into  tmj  oflvn  km^i^mf  ^m 

afiinl  <»  ^rf  found  him  on  (boft.  AfiniD^t  ww  fe^id  in  kii'p^fiigi  bf 

•AJutt  cU^sv^cd  sit  this  intcUii|;ciice^  the  geoiuft  of  the  rocki»  sod  that  Ajmt 

WM  ;ibgi4  10  fly  into  thft  hiUi,  without  vn^  tomsformod  imo  »  mmmfidt  mi4 

Icoowii^  whvp  though  ihf  was  now  in  ftiU  coodnocs  IP  leek  her  lofw  in  ^ 

tl|i  hMKU  of  hqr  pacentSy  who  forced  deicrU  of  the  ^    Bui  the  geoorel  |Kr- 

hm  h«(fc  to  their  own  hnt,  ^ad  endea^  fuaiion  is,  that  th^  ate  both  b  tint 


votired  to  comfi)rt  her]  hut  whfo  at  lad 
ti^y  retind  to  rdtp  Ajut  went  down  to 
the  beach;  whece  finduiga  fi(hinf  *boat, 
flie  CPter^  it  widiout  neiltation^  and 
uUilig  thoie  who  wondped  at  her  ra{h* 
•tie,  that  ihe  waygoing  m  iiparch  of  Au- 
ningait*  rowed  away  with  gnjat  fwift- 
Dfiii*  and  was  If  en  nomoir. 

The  fate  of  thde  lovers  gave  occa- 
fion  90  variova  fi^iona  and  conjefturea* 


part  of  the  land  of  buM  wbeoetelu^ 
nevfr  ietSi  y^here  oil  is  alwoya  6>e^ 
and  proviAons  alwayt  wann*  The  w- 
gins  fon^etimo  throw  a  thimble  and  a 
needht  into  the  bay  ftom  which  the 
haple(s  maid  depariedi  and  whe«  a 
Greenlander  wouidpraiie  any  coqpk€er 
virtuous  aSefMon*  hedeehiceethat  tbe|^ 
love  like AnningaitaodAjiiu 
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ONE  of  the  deiiret  diaated  by 

vanity  is  mere  general,  or  leia 

blameabk,  than  that  of  being  diftin- 
gniftted  for  the  arts  of  converfation. 
Other  accompliHinaentf  may  be  poflefled 
without  opportimity  of  cxening  them, 
or  wanted  without  danger  that  the  defeft 
can  often  be  remarked;  but  as  no  man 
can  live»  otherwile  than  in  an  hermitage, 
witbottt  hourly  jpleafure  or  vexation, 
fram  the  fondness  or  negleft  of  thofe 
about  him,  the  faculty  ot  giving  plea- 
fuie  is  of  continual  ufe.  Few  are 
more  frequently  envied  than  thoie  who 
tort  the  power  of  forcing  attention 
v^ierever  they  come,  whofe  entrance  is 
coniidered  as  a  promife  of  felicity,  and 
.  whoie  depattxire  is  lamented,  like  the 
rtcefs  of  the  fun  from  noithern  climates, 
ai  a  privation  of  all  that  enlivens  fancy, 
or  infpirits  gaiety. 

It  is  apparent,  that  to  excellence  m 
l^is  valuable  art,  fome  peculiar  qiialUi« 
cations  are  nectiDuy}  for  every  one's  ex- 
p««ience  will  inform  him,  that  the  plea- 
fdre  which  men  are  able  to  give  in  con- 
T^iation,  holds  no  Ibted  proportion  to 
their  knowledge  or  their  viitue.  Many 
<md  their,  way  to  the  ubles  and  the  nur^ 
ties  of  thole  who  never  confider  tnem 
••  of  the  lead  importance  in  any  other 
place;  we  have  allf  at  one  tune  or  other, 
been  coiUal  to  love  thdft  whom  Wt 


could  not  eAeem,  and  beea  pedSMdad 
to  try  the  dangerone  experiment  of  ad- 
mitting htm  for  a-  companion,  wkwi 
we  knew  to  be  too  ignorant  for  aco«ni« 
fellor,  and  too  treacherous  for  a  hkmd* 

I  queftion  whether  fome  adiatemeiitcif 
char»5ler  is  not  necel&ry  to  geneill  ac- 
ceptance. Few  fpend  their  time  wHh 
much  fatisfadioB  under  the  eye  of  vn. 
conteftable  fuperiorityi  and  theDefone^ 
among  thofe  who6  prefoce  is  courted 
at  aflemblies  of  jollitv,  dicre  art  leldoaa 
found  men  eminently  diftin^ulflied  for 
powers  or  acquifitions.  The  watwbofo  ^*- 
vac  ity  condemns  ilower  ton£;ues  to  filonce^ 
the  icholar  whole  knowlndge  alkwa  tm 
man  to  fancy  that  he  iiilb  uAs  him,  iIm 
critick  who  fufiers  no  follacy  to  pals  ihi- 
detected,  and  the  reafoner  who  oan- 
demns  the  idle  to  thought,  and  the  imw 
ligent  to  attention,  are  generally  praiSi 
and  feared,  reverenced  and  avoided. 

He  that  would  pleafe  muft  nvriy  aiai 
at  fttch  excellence  at  depreflfes  hie  hear. 
ers  in  their  own  opinion,  or  debars  theaa 
from  the  hope  of  contiibuting  rectpio. 
cally  to  the  entertainment  of- the  com* 
pan^.  Merriment,  extorted  by  (allien 
of  imagination,  fprightlineis  of  raMul&» 
or  quicknefs  of  reply,  is  too  often  wlnr 
the  Latins  call  the  Sardinian  Laugluar, 
a  diftortion  of  the  face  widwot  gladnefc 
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tiMi  ift  m$m  mm»i^  Mc«ptablc  tkaa 
tht  nffrmr^  El  wh»  U*  Aored  bit 
H»«ify  wHii  %ht  MMcdotft.  pcivalt 
imi^Ht  9n4  p«ffi>Ml  ptouttaritiet, 
Seldom  fails  to.i«4  liU  «M(Mncf  favour- 
able. Aknoft  every  man  liftens  with 
cagernefs  to  contemporary  bilbry ;  for 
aliDoft  fvtqr  mui  iM  Ibipe  real  or 
imaginary  conoe^on  with  a  celebrated 
chaniAer}  ibmodifire  to  advance  or  op- 
pole  a  rifinj^name^  Vanity  oltea  co- 
«peratet  witli  curiofity.  He  that  is  a 
hearer  in  one  pla^  ^oaliftea  bimielf  to 
become  a  fpeakcr  in  aaocber ;  for  though 
fkt  cannot  OQopifr^bAd  a  feriet  of  argu- 
ment, or  tranfport  the  vdatile  fpirit  of 
mk  wiAoal  evaporatioiiy  he  vet  thinks 
liimMf  able  lo  treaAno  up  tne  Tarioua 
incMeats  of  a  ftofy,  and  pleafes  his  hopes 
with  the  mfbrmatioa  which  he  Ihall  ^ve 
ta  ibme  inferior  teietr. 

liuratite»  are  for  the  moft  part  heard 
wkhool  eavy»  becauft  they  ara  not  fiip. 
poMto  imply  any  iatalMihsal  qualities 
above  the  comoMB  rale.  To  be  acouaint- 
ed  with  fMsaot  yet  echoed  by  plebeian 
flMiKhs»  may  happen  to  one  man  as  well 
as  to  another ;  and  to  relate  them  when 
Jthev  are  known*  hie  in  appearand  fo 
liine  difficuky,  that  every  one  ooncludet 
himfelf  e^iual  to  the  talk. 

But  it  ie  noleii(yi  and  in  (bme  fitaations 
o^  tift  not  poAblet  to  accumulate  fuch 
a  Bock  of  materialt  at  may  fupport  the 
exptnca  of  contmual  narration  |  and  it 
fraquemly  happens,  that  they  who  au 
tempt  this  method  of  ingratiating  them* 
fehree,  pleaft  onlv  at  the  firft  intertiew; 
and,  for  want  ot  new  fupplies  of  infel- 
llgenee,  wear  out  their  ftoriet  by  con- 
tmual repetition. 

There  would  be,  therefore,  little  hope 
of  obtaining  the  praife  of  a  good  com- 
panion^  were  it  not  to  be  gained  by  ipore 
—  pendioui  methods  s  but  (uch  is  the 
Ineft  of  mankind  to  all,  except  thoh 

.  afpiit  to  real  merit  and  rational  dig- 
nity, that  every  underlbinding  may  find 
fame  way  to  eacite  benevolence )  and 
9k6tm  is  not  envied  may  learn  the  art 
w  procuring  love.  Wa  are  willing^  be 
pl*a(ed>  bat  are  not  wiUiner  to  admire  ^  wt 
^vour  the  mirth  or  olRciouihefs  that 
^d^ts  our  ftgard,  but  oppoTe  the  worth 
or  finrit  that  enforcet  h. 

The  dri  place  among  thofb  that  pWtie, 
becaiile  they  defire  only  to  pleafe,  >•  due 
t»  the  m0ftyf(jgs3»i$jrMt  laugh  it  loud, 


and  whole  voka  if  ftrongl  whoitfcadf 
to  echo  every  jet  with  obftitperevs  i^ 
probationf  and  cQuatioance  avfiy  m- 
lick  with  vociferations  of  applaulc«  "U. 
if  not  aecfftury  to  a  men^  ^l«w  tohmre 
in  htnUelf  any  Amd  ot  jocularity*  or 
force  of  conception  s*it  is  fufiicient  that 
he  always  appears  in  the  highet  eaaka- 
tkm  of  ghi(»wfs«  fbr  the  grater  aar(  of 
mankind  aire  gay  or  ferious  by  inK^^ioii, 
and  follow  withoat  refiftanoe  the  attrac- 
tion of  example. 

Next  to  the  merry  fdl<mr  is  the  J10O/. 
immridmmtt  a  being  geoetally  withoat' 
'6enevoKi58^or  any  other  virtue,  tha«  ^ 
fuch  as  indolence  and  infenfibility  con* 
fer.  The  charaAeriftick  of  a  ffQod« 
naturedmanistobearajoke}  tomim« 
moved  and  unaileAed  amtdil  aotfe  a»d 
turbulence,  profaaenefs  and  oMcenityi 
to  hear  every  tale  without  contradiAioni 
to  endure  infult  without  reply;  and  la 
follow  the  ftream  of  folly,  whatever  > 
ooorfe  it  fhall  happen  to  take.  Tha  / 
eood-natuM  nnan  is  commonly  the  dar- 
ling of  the  pettV  wits,  with  whom  tbey 
exercife  themfefves  in  the  rudiments  ef 
raillen*  $  for  he  never  takes  advantage 
of  failings,  nor  difboneerts  a  ptiny  ia- 
tiridwith  unexpected  farcafms ;  but^ilo 
the  glafs  continues  to  circtilate,  content-  1 
edly  bears  the  expence  of  uninterrupted 
laughter,  and  retires  rejoicing  at  his  owa 
importance. 

ThemMJgtfjMa  is  a  companion  of  a 
ycflowJrrank,  whofe  only  powei"  of 
pying  pleafure  h  not  to  interrupt  it. 
The  moHcJeft  roan  fatitfieS  himlHf  with 
peaceful  filence,  which  all  his  con^a- 
nions  are  candid  enough  to  coniider  as 
proceeding  not  from  inability  to  fpeak, 
but  willingnefs  to  hear. 

Many,  without  being  able  to  attain 
any  geneial  charafler  of  -  excellence^ 
have  Tome  fingle  art  of  entertainment 
which  i^rves  them  as  a  paflpoit  through 
the  world.  One  I  have  known  for  fff- 
teen  years  the  dat^mg  of  a  weekly  chib, 
becaufe  every  night,  precifcly  2tt  eleren^ 
he  besins  bis  favourite  fong,  and  dur- 
ing the  vocal  performance,  by  twtt*' 
fpondine  motions  of  his  hand,  chalka 
out  a  eiant  upon  the  wall.  ' Another  - 
hasen£arcd  himfelf  to' a  long  fturcef.* 
fion  of  acquaintances  by  fitting  among 
them  with  his  wig  reverfed  ;  another  by 
contriving  to  fmut  the  nofe  of  any 
flranger  who  was  to  be  iftitiared  in  the 
club  i  another  by  purring  like  a  car,  and 
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Ako  pretendiiig;  to  be  frighted  s  and  an* 
cdHf  by  7<lp<Dg  like  a  lM>UBd»  and  cal- 
fiog  to  tne  dniwers  to  drive  out  the 

ich  are  the  arte  by  which  cbeerfulnefs 
li  and  iometimet  friendibip 
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eftablifhed ;  titt»  whidi  th#(e  «li»  de* 
fpife  ihem  fliould  not  rigorouiy  bime» 
except  when  they  are  piaffed  at  tlie 
expellee  of  innocence ;  for  it  it  iHmtifm 
neceflary  to  be  loved,  but  not  always 
neceflary  to  be  reverenced* 


N^CLXXXIX.    TUESDAY,  JANUARY  7,  1752. 

^oon  TAM  oaAiTDx  tornot  clamat  tibi  tuiba  to«ata» 

WON  TVa  roMBOUK  COBMA  OIIBETA  TVA  BtT* 

Mabt. 

BBSOVItBlllO  BLAVniTt  TMO*  TBB  CBOWD  MAVX  BVIfOy 

THY  raxATit  xlo^vxht^  aud  mot  thy  tomgvb* 

F*  Lawti* 


THE  world  fcarcely  affords  oppor- 
tiinitiet  of  BMking  any  obierva* 
tioA  nwce  ftequen^y,  than  on  falfe 
clakM  to  cooiaiendation.  Almoft  every 
t^aii  waftes  part  of  his  life  in  attempu 
to  difipby  qoalttics  which  he  does  not 
po^Ut  and  to  gain  applaufe  which  he 
cannot  keep  1  (b  that  icarcely  can  two 
Mfi>nt  caiually  meet,  but  one  it  of- 
§m6%d  or  diveiied  by  the  oftenution  of 
the  other. 

Of  thefe  pretenders  it  isfittodiftin- 
gnifli  thofe  who  endeavour  to  deceive 
jbom  diMn  who  are  deceived  )  thofe  who 
by  defigncd  ioipotlures  promote  their  in* 
mtSt^  or  gratify  their  pride,  from  them 
who  mean  only  to  force  into  regard  their 
latent  excellenciies  and  negleded  virtues} 
who  believe  themfislves  qualified  to  in- 
Ibnft  or  pleafe,  and  therefore  invite  the 
notice  of  mankind. 

The  artful  and  firaudolent  ufurpers  of 
diftini^ion  Meprt  greater  feverities  than 
lidicule  and  contempt,  fincethey  are  fel- 
dom  •content  with  empty  praife,  but  are 
anftigaled  by  pailiona  more  pemictous 
than  vanity.  They  confider  tne  reputa- 
tion which  they  endeavour  to  etbbliih 
M  neceffiuy  to  the  accompli  Ihment  of 
fome  fubiequent  defign,  and  valuej^aife 
pnly  u  it  may  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of 
mvarict  or  ambition. 

The  commercial  world  is  Tery  fre- 
quently pot  into  confufion  by  the  bank- 
mptcy  c^  merchants,  that  aifumed  the 
l^ndoor  of  wealth  only  to  obtain  the 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  ftock  of 
other  men,  and  of  contraAing  debts 
which  noting  but  lucky  caAulties  could 
tnable  them  to  pay ;  till  after  having 
fupported  their  appearance  a  while  by 
tumultuous  magnificence  of  bouDdleis 
.  tntftck,  they  Sak  at  opcc^  and  drag 


down  into  poverty  thofe  whom  tbc£r 
equipages  had  induced  to  truft  them. 

Among  wretches  that  place  their  hap<- 
pineft  in  the  favour  ot  the  great,  of 
beings  whom  only  hieh  titles  or  large 
efbtes  iet  above  tnemStves,  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  boaft  of  confidents 
which  they  do  not  en}oy )  to  fell  pronulen 
which  they  know  thenrintereft  unable  to 
perform  i  and  to  reimburfe  the  tributn 
whicli  they  pay  to  an  imperious  mafter» 
from  the  contribui»ons  of  meaner  de- 
pendants, whom  they  can  amufe  widi 
tales  of  their  influence,  and  hopes  of 
their  folicitation. 

Even  among  (bme,  too  thoughtleia 
and  volatile  for  avarice  or  ambitiony 
may  be  found  a  (pecfes  of  falfehood 
more  deteftable  than  the  levee  or  ex- 
change can  fhew.  There  are  men  that 
boaft  of  debaucheries,  of  which  ihef  ne-  ^ 
ver  had  addrefs  to  be  guilty )  ruin,  by 
lewd  tales,  the  charaders  of  women  to 
whom  they  are  fcarcely  known,  or  by 
whom  they  have  been  rejeded  |  deftroy 
in  a  drunken  frolick  the  happineft  of 
6imilies ;  blaft  the  bloom  of  beauty,  and 
intercept  the  reward  of  virtue. 

Other  artifices  of  falfebood,  though 
utterly  unworthy  of  an  ingenuous  mind» 
are  not  yet  to  be  ranked  with  flagitious 
enormities,  nor  is  it  necefl&ry  to  incite 


fanguinarv  juftice  agaioft  them,  iioce 
they  may  be  adequately  puniflied  by  de- 
teAioo  and  laughter.  The  travdlef 
who  defcribes  cities  which  he  has  never 
fcen  i  the  fquire  who,  at  his  return  from 
London,  tells  of  his  intimacy  with  no- 
bles to  whom  he  has  only  bowed  in 
the  park,  or  coffee- houle  |  the  aodior 
who  entertains  his  admirers  with  ftoriet. 
of  the  afEftance  which  he  givel  to  wita 
of  a  higher  cask  §  the  city  damt  who 
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talkt  oflier  ^ikt  at  great  hontt9^  where 
flie  happens  to  know  the  cook  maul  $  are 

rfurdy  ibch  hansieft  animali  as  truth 
humf  may  be  content  to  deijpife  with- 
out deiiring  to  hurt  them. 

But  of  the  multitudes  who  ftmggle 
in  vain  for  diftin^iioBt  and  diiplay  tbeir 
Own  menu  only  to  feel  more  acutely  the 
fting  of  neffle^y  I  great  part  are  wholly 
innocent  of  deceiti  and  are  betrayed^  by 
infatuation  and  credulity,  to  that  icom 
with  which  the  univeriai  love  of  praife 
incites  us  all  to  drive  feeble  competitors 
out  of  our  way. 

^ew  men  lurvey  diemielves  with  (6 
much  feverity,  as  not  to  admit  prejudi- 
ces  in  their  own  favour,  which  aii  artful 
latterer  may  gradually  ftren^hen,  till 
wiihes  for  a  particular  qualihcation  are 
improved  to  hopes  of  attainment,  and 
houss  of  attainment  to  belief  of  pof- 
IHTion.  Such  flatterers  every  one  will 
find,  who  has  power  to  reward  iheir  af- 
fiduities.  Wherever  thei-e  is  wealth,  there 
Will  be  deptndance  and  expeftation  |  and 
wherever  there  is  dependance,  there  will 
he  an  emulation  of  iervility. 

Many  of  the  follies  which  proToke 
general  cenfuce,  are  the  effef^s  of  foch 
Vanitv  as,  however  it  might  have  wan- 
toned in  the  imaginatbn,  would  fcarcely 
have  dared  Che  publick  eye,  had  it  not 
been  animated  and  emboldened  by  flat- 
tery. Whatever  difficulty  there  may 
be  in  the  knowledge  of  oudelves,  fcarce* 
ly  any  one  fails  to  fuipe£i  his  own  im* 
perfeelions,  till  he  is  .elevated  by  others 
to  confidence.  We  are  almo^  all  na- 
turally modeft  and  timorous  $  but  f^ 
and  mame  are  uneaiy  fenlations,  an4 
.  -whofoever  helps  to  remove  them  is  re- 
ceived with  kindneis. 

Turpicula  was  the  heirefs  of  a  large 
cftate,  and  having  lofl  her  mother  in  htr 
infancy,  was  committed  to  a  eovernefs 
whom  mtsfortimcs  had  redticcd  to  fup- 


pjenefs  and  hnnility.  The  Ibndneft  of 
Turpkula*a  father  would  not  fuffier  tim 
to  nrull  her  at  a  publick  fchool,  but  ht 
hired  domeftick  tcachers»  and  beAowcf 
on  her,  all  the  accompUftiaients  that 
wealth  could  purchafc.  But  how  manr 
things  are  neceflary  to  happinefs  whicn 
money  cannot  obtain?  Thus  iecluded 
from  all  with  whom  flie  might  oonverie 
on  terms  of  equality,  flie  heard  none  of 
thole  intinuitions  oi  her  defe^,  which 
envy,  petulance,  or  anger»  produce 
amonff  children,  where  tbejr  are  not 
afraid  of  telling  what  they  think* 

Turpicula  faw  nothing  but  obiequi* 
oufnefs,  and  heard  nothmg  but  coa* 
mendations.  None  are  fo  little  acquaint- 
ed with  the  heart,  as  not  to  know  thatn 
woman*s  firftwifh  is  to  be  handiomt» 
and  that  confe^uently  the  readieft  aw- 
thod  of  obtainmg  her  khidneiii  it  tn 
praife  her  beauty.  Turpicula  had  i 
dif(orted  ihape  and  a  dark  compltxioiii 
vet  when  the  impudence  of  adulatiom 
had  ventured  to  tell  her  of  the  com* 
mandins  dignity  of  her  motion,  and  die 
foft  enchantment  of  her  finile,  die  was 
eafily  convinced,  that  iht  waa  the  dd* 
lieht  or  tornnent  of  every  eve^  and  that 
all  who  gazed  upon  her  felt  the  Are  of 
envy  or  love.  She  theitfbre  negltfW^ 
the  culture  of  an  underftanding  whtdi^ 
might  have  fuppiied  the  defefls  of  hfk 
form,  and  applied  all  her  care  ta  the  de- 
coration of  her  perfoni  for  ihe  con^ 
fidered  that  more  could  judge  of  beaoty 
than  of  wit,  and  waa,  like  the  reft  of 
human  beings,  in  haike  to  be  admired*^ 
The  defirec^  con^ueft  natorallv  " " 
to  the  lifla  in  which  beauty  6i 
her  nower.  She  glitlered  at  court, 
terea  in  the  park,  and  talked  aloud  in 
the  fronubox  i  but,  after  a  thoufand  ex* 
perimenttof  her  charms,  was  at  laflcOn* 
vinced  that  (he  had  been  flattered,  and  thtt 
her  glaft  wai  honcfter  than  hermild. 


e  admired* 
iUvledher\ 
^rntUsea   \ 
»art,€ut..  / 
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9iOBAVStB  If  !•»    noil  llllV«]l0gEB  FATOREII 
^VJBIITVM  MStlTI** 

Hob. 

mSVU-r  JkV  ALWUM9      >» 

CI>«t*0  1!M>«  fcOMC  GLOtim*  WITH  A  tlOH^  TO  yUI»s 

TM*  U|lWtLl.lMO   CaATITVPA  QW  BAlC  MAMKIMD. 


AM  O  NG  the  anirt  and  riHtn^  the 
font  of  valpur  and  o^wifdoffi»  that 
Ibod  at  the  corners  of  the  Indian  throne* 
|»  a£(l  the  oounfeU  or  condu£l  the  wars 
#f  the  pofteritv  of  Timurt  the  iirft  place 
waa  lonff  held  by  Morad  the  fon  of  Ha- 

Sth»  s4'^nd  naving  fignalized  him- 
f  in  many  battles  and  uegesy  was  re* 
,wanled  with  the  f  overnmeot  of  a  pro* 
iriBcet  from  which  the  fame  of  hit  wif* 
\  and  mpdaation  was  wafted  to  the 


Quacks  oiF  Agra*  b^  die  |>rayejrs  of 
febofe  whom  hit  admmiKration  made 
&af>p)r»  The  emperor  called  him  into 
Itit  preience,  and  gave  into  hit  band  the 
keys  of  riches^  atul  the  fabre  of  com- 
-Miftnd*  The  voice  of  Morad  was  heard 
Irom  the  cliflFs  of  Taurus  to  the  Indian 
•ccan^  every  tongue  faultered  in  his  pre* 
luMCt  aad  every  eye  was  cail  down  bc- 
£>re]irm. 

.  Mor^  lived  many  jesn  i  n  m-ofperity ; 
every  day  encreaied  his  wealtn,  and  ex- 

^  tKDdcd  his  intfuesce.  The  fages  re* 
seated  hit  maxims*  t£ie  captains  ^  thou* 

r  Smdt  waited  his  commands*  Compe* 
litioD  wftbdrcw  into  the  cavern  of  m^ 
«y,  and  diArontent  trembled  at  her  owb 
Bsuemurs.  But  huioan  greatnefs  is  ihort 

<  and  tranfitory,.  as  the  odour  of  inCenfe 
m  the  fire.  The  fun  grew  weary  of 
gUdiag  the  palaces  of  Morad,  the  clouds 
ii  ibrrow  gathered  round  his  head,  and 
the  tcmpett  of  hatred  roared  about  hit 
dwelling. 

Morad  faw  mm  haftily  approaching. 
The  firft  that  forfook  him  were  his  poets  i 
their  example  was  followed  by  all  thofe 
whom  he  had  rewarded  for  contributtnjB; 
to  his  pleafurefr{  and  only  a  few,  whofe 
virtue  had  entitled  them  to  favour,  were 
itow  to  be  feen  in  his  hall  or  chambers. 
lie  felt  his  danger,  and  proftrated  him- 
lelf  at  tfie  foot  of  the  throne.  His  ac* 
enfers  were  confident  and  loud,  hit 
friends  Rood  contented  v^th  frigid  neu* 
trality,  and  the  voice  of  truth  wat  over- 
borne by  clamour.  He  wat  divefled  of 
hit  p^wer,  deprived  of  hit  acquifitions^ 


Pert. 

and  condemned  to  Daft  the  itft  6t  hlpUtk 
on  hit  hereditary  enate. 

Morad  had  faieea  fo  long  accuHoawA 
to  crowdt  and  budiieft,  fupplicaau  and 
flattery,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  ttt 
up  his  hours  in  fdlitude  j  he  faw  with  re- 
eret  the  fan  rife  to  force  on  his  eye  a  neir 
day  for  which  be  had  no  ufe;  and  envied 
the  favagc  that  wanders  in  the  dcicrt,  be- 
caufe  he  has  no  time  vacant  from  fhe  calW 
of  nature,  but  is  always  chafing  hia  prey^ 
or  Ikttf  ing  in  his  den. 

Hit  dilcontent  in  time  vitiated  hii 
conftitution,  and  a  flow  difeafe  feized  up- 
on him.  He  refufed  phyiick,  negleded 
esercifis,  and  lay  down  on  his  couc& 
peeviih  and  refUefs,  rather  afraid  to  dfte 
than  defirous  to  five.  His  domefiickt^ 
for  a  tiroe»  redoubled  their  aflidUities  a 
but  finding  thslt  no  officioufnefs  could 
footh,  nor  exa£tnefs  fatisfy,  thev  foots 

fave  way  to  negligence  and  flotn,  And 
e  that  once  commanded  nations  ofteik 
languilhed  in  hit  chamber  without  ai» 
attendant. 

li>  thit  melanchohf  ftat^^  he  com* 
jminded  meflengers  &  recafhis  eldeft 
fon  Abouzaid  from  the  army.  Ab^satd 
was  alvmed  at  the  account  of  his  fa- 
therms  fickoefs,  and  hafted  by  Ions  jour- 
nies  to  his  jplace  of  .refidence.  Morad 
was  yet  living,  and  felt  his  flreflgth  se- 
]tum  at  the  embraces  of  his  fon  i  ihen^ 
commanding  him  to  fit  down  at  his  bed- 
fide—'  Abouzaid,  fays  he,  *  thv  father 

*  has  no  more  to  hope  or  fear  from  the 

*  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  the  cold  hand  \ 

*  of  the  angel  of  death  is  now  upon  him,  / 

*  and  the  voncioi^s  grave  is  howlii^ 

*  for  hit  prey.    Hear  therefore  the  pre- 

*  ceptt  of  ancient  experience,  let  not  my 

*  laft  inftnifktont  iflue  forth  in  vain, 
'.Thou  hafi  feen  me  happy  and  calami- 

*  tout,  thou  hail  befaela  my  exaltatiota 

*  and  my  fitll.    My  power  is  in  the 

*  hands  of  my  enemies,  my  treafuren 
'  have  rewarded  my  accufersj  but  my 

*  inheritance  the  clemency  of  the  em - 
^  pcror  hat  fpaitdi  andHUv  wifdom  hie 
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anger  coold  not  take  away.     Caft 
thine  eyet  round  thee,  whatever  thou 
beholiieft.  vill»in  afew  bom»  bethmei 
apply  dune  ear  to  my  di^Utes,  and' 
the^  pofleifions  will  promote  thy  fajlp. 
pinefs.    ATpire  Jiot'  to  public  honours, 
enter  not  the  palacei  of  kings  j  thy 
w^th  will  iet  thee  above  iniult»  let 
thy  modaration  keep  thee  bdow  envy. 
Content  thyfelf  wlm  private  di^(v» 
diffoie  thy  riches  among  thy  fhenclsy 
1^  evcrv  day  extend  thy  beneficence, 
and  fuiler  not  thy  heart  to  be  at  vtft 
till  thou  art  loved  bv  all  to  whom  thou 
art  knovm.  In  the  neight  of  my  pow- 
er,  I  iaid  to  defamation— <<  Who  vi^l 
f  hear  thee?**  and  to  artifice—''  What 
**  canft  thou  perform?**  But>  my  Cbtn^de- 
'  ^ifenotthouthemaliceoftheweakeft) 
renocmber   that  venom  iupplies  ^e 
want  of  ftrength,  and  that  the  lion 
niay  periih  by  the  punfhire  of  an  afp.* 
Morad  expired  in  a  few  houis.    A- 
bouzaid,  after  the  months  of  inoumin^y 
determinad  to  regulate  his  condtt6l  by  his 
|hther*s  prtcepts,  and  cultivate  the  love- 
of  numkind  by  every  iat  of  kindnefs 
aod  endearment.    He  wifely  confidered 
that  domeftick  happinefs  viras  firft  to  be 
fiKured»  and  that  none  have  Co  much 
power  of  doing  ^ood  or  hurtf  as  thofe 
who  are  present  m  the  hour  of  negli- 
gcnce«  hear  the  burfts  of  thoughuefs 
neiriment,  and  obftrve  the  ftarts  of  un- 
guarded paffion.  He  therefore  augment- 
ed the  pay  of  all  his  attendants,  and 
fequited  every  exertion  of  uncommon 
diinflence  by  fupemumerary  ^tuities. 
While  he  congratubrted  himielt  upon  the 
iddity  and  aSRe^^n  of  his  family,  he 
was  in  the  night  ahrmed  with  robbers, 
who  being  purAied  and  taken,  declared 
tiKait  they  had  been  admitted  by  one  of 
IxM  iervants ;  the  (ervant  iranoediately 
confeffisd,  that  he  unbarred  the  door,  be- 
caiife  another  not  more  worthy  of  confi- 
dence vras  entmfted  with  the  keys. 

Aboutaid  was  thus  convinced  that  a 
dependant  could  not  eafily  be  made  a 
IHend)  and  that  while  numy  were  ibli- 
citing  fbr  the  firft  rank  ot  favcfur,  all 
Aofb  wottld  be  ilienated  whom  he  di^- 
pointed.  He  therefore  refolved  to  afio- 
4iiate  with  a  inr  coual  companions  fe- 
Mtd  froin  among  me  chief  men  of  the 
MOTinee.  With.theie  he  lived  happily 
for^a  time,  till  fiunilitrity  ftt  them  net 
Umardbaunt,  «id  every  man  thought 
iMiniilf  at  liberty  to  indtilge  hia  oam 


caprice,  and  advance  his  own  opinions. 
They  then  difturbed  eiich  other  with 
contrariety  of  inclinatioAi«  aud  differ- 
aice  of  iendments;  and  Abouaaid^  was 
necefiitated  to  offend  one  party  by  con- 
currence, or  both  by  indiratnce. 

He  afterwards  determined  to  avoid  t 
clofe  union  with  tfeines  Co  difcordant  in 
their  nature,  and  to  diffufe  himfelf  in  m 
lai^  circle.    He  pra£tifed  the  fmile  of 
univeriat  courtefy,  and  invited  all  to  hia 
table,  but  admitted  none  to  bit  retire- 
ments.   Many  who  had  been  reje^bd 
in  his  choice  of  firiendfhip,  now  refufed 
to  accept  his  acquaintance  |  and  of  thoiS 
whom  plenty  and  magnificence  -drew  to 
his  tabfe,  every  one  prefied  forward  to- 
ward indmacy,  diought  himielf  over- 
looked in  the  crowdf  and  murratired  bc». 
cauie  he  wa9  not  diftingtiilhad  above  the 
reft.   Bvdegree»  all  made  advances^  and 
all  rdented  repuUe.      The  tnhj^  waa 
then  covered  with  delicacies  in  Tain)  the  ^ 
mufick  founded  in  enapty  rooms;  and 
Abouzaid  was  left  to  form  in  folitude' 
fome  new  fcheme  of  pleafore  or  fecurity* 

Refol ving  now  to  try  the  force  of  grar 
titude,  Jie  enquired  for  men  of  fcience* 
whofe  merit  was  obfcured  by  poveity. 
His  houie  was  foon  crouded  with  poets^ 
fculptors,  painters,  and  def^era,  who 
wantoned  m  unexperienced  plenty^,  and 
employed  their  powers  in  cefebi-ation  of 
their  patron,  out  in  a  Aiort  time  they  ^ 
forgot  the  diftrefs  from  which  they  had 
been  refcued,  and  b^n  to  confider  their 
deliverer  as  a  wretch  of  narrow  capa-' 
cit]^»  who  was  growing  great  by  works 
which  he  could  not  perform,  and  whom 
they  overpaid  by  ccmdefcendin^  to  ac-. 
ce|3^  his  bounties.  Abouaaid  heard 
their  murmurs,  anddifmific^d  them^  and 
from  that  hour  continued  blind  to  co-- 
lours,  and  deaf  to  paneffyrick. 

As  the  (bns  of  art  departed,  .mt^ttef- 
ing  threats  of  perpetual  InCimy,  A- 
bouzaid,  who  ftood  at  the  gate,  called  Co- 
him  Hamet  the  poet.  *  Hamet,'  faiil  he^ 

*  thy  ingratitude  has  put  an  end  to  xttf 

*  hopf  and  experiments:    I  have  now;' 

*  learned  the  vanity  of  thofe  laboura 

*  that  wiOi  to  be  rewarded  by  human. 

*  benevolence;   I  (hail   henceforth  df> 

*  good,  and  avoid  evil,  wttho^s>tdpeAr' 

*  to  the  opinioo  of  men;  and  relbivr  to- 

*  folicit  only  the  appipbation  of  that 

*  Being  whom  alone  we  arc  furt^  to  pleafe 

*  by  eudeavouriag  to  plsafe  him«* . 

3K,     jfcxcr. 
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VISADUIC  ^KX  WAX,  TJI*  IMfBlSUVX  PQttT  BXAtt| 
ftAVGH  TO  »Kr«Dor»  AI^D  SLOW  TO  rVTUaX  CAEti4 


:s! 


TO  THE  KAMBtBlt. 

IMasm  bom  fourtkM  amfined  to  mi 
ckmber  by  a  €«ki,  whkb  bat 
wudf  kopc  itte  from  dime  jpUvtf  mwe 
61et»  Bftik^mt  wad  fix  cardMiibltf» 
aai  |«t  nefe^tmcen  ti&to  btbindUbond  I 
and  ibe  doftor  ceUo  tt^  namnw*  that 
if  I  fipet  aad  cry*  it  wiM  fettle  iti  my 
httdp  tnd  I  ihall  nd  be  iit  to  htlkm 
thefe  fix  woeks»  Birt«  dear  Mr.  Raai<< 
bkr,  bMT  can  I  fa£lp  it?  At  tbie 
WKj  time  Meiifi  is  dandiie  witb  the 
pgtttieftgeatkaBani— Ibe  wiU  breakM 
wftb  bim  to-iBOri«Nr»  and  then  run  to 
two  anftiefis*  and  hrar  complimenta, 
aod  have  prefiaiti|-tben  fte  will  be  dreft» 
and  vtfiCy  and  jget  a  ticket  to  the  play} 
then  g»  to  cards  and  win»  and  come 
htrne  with  two  ftanbeaiu  befiore  her 
cbair.  Dear  Mr«  Kaiiibier»  wbo  can 
boar  it  ?      ^ 

Mf  aunt'bas  juft  brought  me  a  bua- 
die  of  your  papers  for  mf  aondbneet. 
Sbe  iays,  fotk  are  a  philofophery  and 
«riU  teach  loe  to  iwiderale  my  defu^ 
^nd  look  upon  the  world  with  indiffer- 
ance.  But«  dear  Siff  I  do  not  wifli,  not 
intoid,  to  moderate  my  deficcs,  nor  can 
I  think  It  properto  look  upon  the  world 
with  indifferenccy  till  the  world  looks 
with  indifference  oa  me«  I  bare  been 
Ibmd,  however^  to  fit  this  moming;  a 
wMble  ^mner.  of  an  hour  with  your 
paper  bttoft  my  face|  btit  mft  as  my 
jmnt  came  in,  Phyllida  had  brongbt  me 
a  letter  tern  Mr.  Tr^  which  I  put 
yn  diin  the  IHvesy  and  reaid  about  a^», 
and  mowfitkabkfufi,  wad  m'xbwr^  and 
irr^/ibU  f^fioih  mid  Hermal  eonflmtty^ 
while  my  auitt  imagined  that  I  mt» 
pttxxling  myielf  with  your  philoibphy, 
and  often  cried  out  when  me  faw  me 
look.  con^ied-M^  l£  there  is  anv  word' 
«  that  you  do  not  undenbndy  cnild,  I 
*«  willcxpKun  it/ 

^  Dear  (oul  l  how  old  people  that  think 
tfacmfelvea  iinie  may  be  impofed  \ipon  \ 


faVMCttfe 

i^kia^t  tbaetlwyflioaM'tike  fkAr 
tmm^  /or  1  amrnrt»  while tbef  e^nkoap 
poor  gifis  dafe  in  tbemndf«ry»  tbey  ty- 
raanoe overns in  a iPtry  fhaanoM man* 
ner*  and  £ltmw  imaginafiont  wkb  talea 
ofttnror^  mAf  tomake  ns  Itvatn^et 
fobjeftion^  and  fimcythae  ^m€ 
beftfe  bntby  tbeir  paamaiank 

IhwH^aaiibia  andtito  am 
faav«  all  been  ^Dmcrfgr  «ekbntad  for 
^t  aadbeavty,  and  mrlUi  genantty 
admired  by  tbofe  that  vaka  thirmfilfea 
upon  thair  imilniawilingi  and  iaive  «• 
tattt  of  fica  aad  .TtrtiM»  natme  and  iiai« 
plicity^  and  beanCy  and  pnpnetyi  bnt 
if  there  #aB  not  fome  bope  of  toealu% 
me,  Icaicdy  a  cftatttfe  waald  aatoe  ntor 
tbem  that  wcarl  a  £iJimnabk  coat. 
Thafe  kdiea^  Mr.  ftamUer,  ba«e  ba4 
me  under  tbeir  novterament  filteea  yaara 
and  a  half^  and  bavt  all  that  dam  bton 
cmkavmnitig  todscctf^  am  bp  iucb  m* 
ladimtotions  of  life  ai  I  now  told  not  an 
be  tniei  bot  I  knaw  am  wbsainr  I  mMht 
toimpiitathan  toignnamaear  mdictb 
asitia  paiible  tbe  warid  map  ba  madi 
changeffinoe  tbey  ninglfcd  in  gennsH 
oonverfrtian. 

.  BetogdofiimutbafeIiM«kllo«ebadl% 
diey  toidma»  thatnoriiiag  bat  knoir^ 
ledge  eoald  anka  or  aa  agmeabla  cam-. 
panioa  to  man  M  fei^}  dri 
to  ditingtttfti  tba  iuperf aalu '^ 
nity  from  tbe  fiiKd  mark  I 
ingi  and  that  a  babtt  af  laadfaif  wOaM 
enable  motolillap  tbcnnakkaof  lil^ 
witbaut  the  help  af  filly  ar  iadgamia 
amurcmehti,  aad  pnfenrtaM  frdnite 
fbares-of  idkaaft*  atoi  dii  insoada  ni^^ 
Staiptatian. 

Bol  their  pmSnpal  ittMitltoiwatf  t^ 
make  me  afraid  of  aiani  ia  trbaebtbtor 
fucceeded  ib  well  foratMto,  dtfk  I  dark 
not  look  in  tbeir  ftteea»  orbtMaldft# 
with  them  ma  paHtfuri  fblrtlM|rMi» 
me  fancy,  that  no  man  evar  ipakebiit 
to  deeeire,  or  looked  bat  toaUtoat  tbaft 
tbr gid  who  fui&itd him  that baaanaa 
r^«^aed  her  hand  to  approach  hcra  fi^ 
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tmd  tee,  WM  tua  liieMnlr  of  M»f 

•lit  ^onAdtkig  hm  nki^iii,  gate  love 
rach  powwr  o«ier  to*»  ikit  flit  mnH 


Fk«m  tbt  ttmrtlMt  ny  I« 
«vcre  lakmi  off,  I  foam  hetrd  ai^r  ^ 
fiopofmybwiiHybiitlWwitittwltfatiV 
tiMf  tnaiittliMiialter,  nd  my  •wn  noM^ 
fer  my  mamma  nevtr  laid  mort,  wbM 
fte  hmtd  meomnmeaded,  but—-)*  Tlit 
<  £;ul  is  very  vM,*'  asd  tbm  twiwi. 
veured  t>  4ivert  my  attention  bv  ibme 
CDouiry  after  my  needle»  or  my  Dook. 

It  it  now  thiee  months  fince  I  have 
been  fuffered  to  pay  and  receive  vifits» 
to  d^ceiit  9^1ia|f  aflemUi^  to  ^ve 
a  place  kept  fbr  me  in  the  bcMces^  «ncl 
tq  play  at  Lady  Racket*s  rout$  and  you 
may  eafily  imagine  what  I  think  of  tbofe 
who  have  £6  long  cheated  m^  with  falie 
expe£Utions»  difturbed  me  with  fi^Utiqut 
terrors^  and  concealed  from  me  all  that 
I  have  found  to  'make  the  happineft  of 
woman. 

I  am  fo  far  from  perceiving  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  or  neceflity  ot  booka^  that  if  I 
had  not  dropped  afl  prttenfions  to  learn- 
ing, I  (hoQia  have  loft  Mr.  Trip,  whom 
I  once  frighted  into  another  )]^;^^i«r 
tailing  fome  of  Dryden^s  remarlMI  WWi 
a  tragedy)  for  Mr.  Trip  declaaea».  umH 
he  hates  nothing;  like  hard  words,,  and  I 
am  fufe»  there  u  not  a  b^ter  paftotr  to^ 
be  fouiid)  his  very  walk  is  a  dance.  I 
have  talked  once  or  twice  suiitMig  Mid 
about  principles  and  ideas,  burmey  pur 
their  fans  before  their  faces,  ana  told 
me  I  WIS  too  wjjfe  for  them,  who  for 
their  part-^ever  pretended  to  read  any 
thing  but  the  pbiy-bill,  and  thtA  aik^ 
tm  the  jprkejQ*:my  heft  ht«L       <  ~ 

MvafianciM  of  time  which  are.so 


Jbe  filled  up  with  baoks^.  IJianra  netcr  ytt 
otoioa^i  &r,  congdcr,  Mr.  Ramfakr, 
i  fotoiiedlau,  aiMi  theraiareoaniiDttiih 
•a3v{ .  a«  ibaa  aal  am^.up^  I  drefs  for^ 
gardnss,  cheir  walk,  in  the  parfef  thstt 
alpay  r  goto  ^dflM  (irfe  or  (kairtjMrmiwr^ 
tainnieat.at  the  Iktlo  theatmi  thaa  muft 
be  drsfisdifor  dirnier^.  than  jniiftfaiy  my 
jKifita;  lfacBiaalk:iaihafMvk$Jthinhuinr 
te^  playi:aMi£pmllKMiatolliaflan& 
tables  Thisds  tbegOMnlxoiirfo  ol  the 
day*  whfft  •thnce  hap|a8iis  aotlaiv  ^sBtra^ 
ordiaarff  but  iUiietHmis  LfMB&e  imo 
the  country,  and  come  back  again^toa 
iMdli  fnwfftiwas  l;aai  engaged  Ibr  a 
<ili»lcday jwdfaif rfthrn^, ,  Jf^Jtt 


«ajr«utte»  I  €a»firinraBboK  Itjrm^ 
bmortii  han»,  i  havr  fo  maay  thiaat . 
lo  da^  fii  mmuf  arddsa  ta  give  to  & 
niUiner,  lbnMiBi)raltcnMionstoi 
n^  cloihssy,  fivman]!  aifitaati] 
laad  oaef,  Ai  man|i  iaajiationa 
mrnSbStt  |»nMnfcank  fea  writa^  i 
(o€afmf  hAtimmim9ottUi»f  ikm  I  wm 
loft  in  confuHon,  forced  at  laft  »hA  i 

13S 


nppany  or  ftin  imaf  mf  cWrt  ani 
lat  half  my  afiiMaa  Id  te  duaamk  dP 

Tbie  it  tba  DDUnd  pi  my  dan  and 
when  ihall  I  ficber  Ibp  n^aaartir,  ot  ib 
fAtongeifeasiowaMlaboohi  |  Aumfr 
it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  any  mttudk 
diverfions  will  fiwn  be  at  a^  end.  There 
9iriUialways^be^gardenff  aM  9fmkf  and 
aucBons,  abd  mows,  and  plavKimieSf 
and.  cards;  vifita  will  alwaji^  be  paid*^ 
^d  clothes  always  be  worn)  and  how 
can  )  hjure  &xie  unempkiyed  upon  my 
bands?. 

B^tX  am  moft  at  a  lofs  to  gue(s  for 
w)wt  porpoft  4iey  related  iuch  tragick 
ftoriesof  tbeacnekgi^  perfidy,  andarti- 
lieero^ows^  wha^-  iJF  they  ever  were  fo 
maliatoiis  and  dieft^l6tive,  have  certainly 
now'fefermed  thair  manners.  I  have 
not,  fince  mv  entrance  into  the  world, 
jT^upd  one,Yw-4qes.not.Mpfefs  himfelf 
4e^otad  ID  my  %vifie».  andieady  to  live 
ordia,asliaaUcamnaniihim.  They 
9MC  §9ht  fioumiiniaiiding.to  hurt  me» 
that  thflb-oaty  coafnaai  it,  who  fliall 
be  diawad'  aioft  etafeiy  arattend,  and 
moft  freqnentlv'  ta  tMat  me;  when  dif* 
ferentplitcesaf  entertainment,  orfthemea 
oT  pleafure  art  mentioned;  I  can  ice  the 
eye  ibarkle  and  the  cheel^  gI6w  of  him 
whole  propofals  obtain  my  approbation; 
he  then  leads  me  off  in  triumph,  adorea 
my  condefceniioif,  and'  congratuiatea 
himleif  that  he  has  lived  to  the  honr  of 
iUicicy.  Arelh0fe,Ma]laHiblcr,crea- 
tnrea  to  ba&arad  ^  Is  it  likely  .that  any 
injury  Mall  be  donamr.by  thQ&  who  can 
enjoy  lt£B.only  while  Ifavonr  them  wtib 
nnyprsfimnfi? 

As  liidem^m  can  I  yet  ^nd  to  fu* 
ipeft/  them  of  ftrasagema  and  fraud. 
When  I  phiy  at  caids,  they  nevi^  take 
advawragr  of  my  miftafceS)  nor  enaft 
6omr.  me  a  rigorous,  obfervatian  of  the 
gmne.  Syettl4r.  Shuffle,  a  grare  genr 
tkman,  who  haa  daughters  older  than 
myftlf,.  plays  with  me  fo  negligently^ 
•tlttt  I  am  tometiniBs  inclined  to  bdieir 
beleiet  fair  money  by  dtfign,  and  yet 
fm  it  in  £oad4»f  pkLy,,thaftiieLiay>,  be 
3  Ha  will 
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^wfll  tfie  4^  ttkeiBf  to  iM  luMfein  At 
•countiy*  ^Mt  mt  my  try  by  oorielvM 
who  tin  ooiKpMT.  I  hjtfe  not  yet  pro«> 
niftd bins  but  wbtn  tbe'town  growe » 
IftdBtoipcy*  I  (ball  tbink  ajMa  it»  for  I 
wwaltioiittauduu,  lik&Lcfeiui^t«  to  my 
^MKcb.  I  do  JK>t  doubt  my  luck»  but 
jBuft  ftudy  ibme  aianM.of  amu£ag  my 
fdftdoMa 

V  For  all  tbtfediftiaaioBi  I  find  Hiyiidf 
iadtbttd  to  that  beauty  wbicb  I  wit  oe- 
Ter  fuflPered  to  bear  praUed*  and  of 
hvbiclW  tberefole^  1  did  not  b^fbfe  know 
.^efull  vabif*  Tbe  conceabiutnt  #at 
•cortaml^  an  oBtaoMuil  6iudf  for  my 


MMi  liafi,  iytft  IlkcNOthor/ peopkf '  aad 
Xamflf«ry<kry  totai»  tbift  aolfitfig  but 
bliodaeft  can  Oeapr  tbeiDftuenct  S  mjr 
cbarms.  Their  wM^.  account  of  tbat 
vortd  .vbicb  dMTjr  pn^d  tpkiK>w  &» 
well,  has  been  onfv  one  fidion  eiitanglod 
withaDotbor)  and  tb<£gb  tbe  modciL  of 
iifc«blige  me  tbconti4ui6  ibmeappevr* 
^aaoei  of  rcijptea*.  J  oaonqt  tbHitE  tbaa 
,tbeyy  wbo  have  been  AcleaHy  detoaea 
in. ignorance  or  imppfture*  have  any 
n^to4be  eftecm,  venenMioni  or  obq- 
ditlioe  of|  Sir»  yogn>    • 


[    N^CinQli:   SATURDAY;  JANUARY  18,  1751- 


, .  JTf.yoff  If ^iv  tic  i{0»7«f 
-   4Aft  Tfitwr  A  TMni  c 


AnAcaroN* 


▼ATH  *rire  KoatxiY  «f«TJi  w^io  YitoT]r» 

.»Oa  WOKTR  I«0»  WIT  ATAIL  ttt  LDTt) 
*Ttt  OOtD'AlONt  tVCCBVM— -av'OoaD 

TJiB  «aKAL>ttx  It  a^vona'  Ain  solb. 
Aca«ao*saB  he  waoriitr  or  Toaa  • 
Mteovaa*o  tme  Tt.m9icuiv$  paal 

,Tai*  ftlTI  A  atOTMK9*«  NBAEV  O.ll  FiaSr 
ANO  AEMt  THE  SON  AOAIMSTTHX  tlESI 
AND  WHATf  ALAS  I  IS  WOE>E  THAN  ALlp 
TO  THIS  THE  lOTlE  OWES  HIS  FALL* 


TO  THE  RAMBLER. 


sfii» 


I  Am  t}ie  fen  of  a  geotlenuus,  wbolb 
^oefbr«»  for  #iany  a|;es,  held  the 
^r^  rank  in  the  county;  ttU  at  M  one 
of  thtm,  tDO  deiirooE  of  popularity,  iet 
bis  houfc  open^  kept  a  table  covered  with 
co»)dnual  profufioity  and  diftributed  his 
b«ef  and  ale  to  liich  as  chofe  ra;ther  to 
Jive  upon  the  folly  of  others  than  their 
o«m  labour,  with  fuch  thoughtlers  libe* 
yaiity^  thait  he  left  a  third  part  of  hit 
aiibte  mortffagfd.  His  fucctflbr,  a  man 
ot  fpint»^lcorned  to  impair  his  dignity 
by  parfimonious  retrenchments,  or  to 
sdmit,  by  a  ialeof  hb  lands,  any  parti*, 
cipatkm  of  the  rights  of  hit  manor  |  he 
tlmfore  made  anoter  mgttgage  to  pay 


f.  Liwis. 

the  imereft  of  the  former^  andoleaM 
himfelf  with  the  refleftion,  tfaat  his  te 
iPtoukl  have  the  hereditary  efiate  wkboot 
the  diminution  of  an  acre. 

Nearly  rtfembling  this  was  ihe  prac* 
tice  of  my  wife  progcntcors  for  many 
ages.  Eveiy  man  boafted  the  antiquity 
cl  hit  family,  refolTed  to  fapport  the 
d^nity  of  his  birth,  and  liv«d  m  fplen- 
doiur  and  plenty  at  the  expnice  cf  bia 
beir,  whoy  fometimes  by  a  wealthy  mar* 
riage,  and  fometimet  by  lucky  legaciea, 
discharged  part  of  tbe  incmnbranccty  and 
thought  himfdf  intitled  to  contra^  nesr 
debts,  and  to  leave  to  bit  children  tha 
ikvat  inheritance  of  cmbahaffinent  and 
diftrefs« 

Thus  tho  eftate  perpetual^  decayed} 
lb«  woods  were  fieUed  {gr  one»  the  pack 
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^oQgM  by  anoth^y  the  filhery  tet  to 
hrmert  by  a  third}  at  lafb  die  old  haU 
Wat  pulled  down  %o  foarc  the  coft  of  rc- 
pttation,  and  part  of  the  materiaU  fold 
to  boild  a  miall  houfe  With  the  reft. 
We  were  now  openly  degraded  fW)m 
our  originiil  rank»  and  tny  father's  bro- 
ker was  allowed  widilefs  reluAanceto 
fenre  an  apprenticfefliip,  though  we  never 
feconcOeaourfelves  heartily  to  the  ibnnd 
of  haberda(her»  but  always  talked  of 
warehoufes  and  a  merchant,  and  when 
^wind  happened  to  blow  loud,  affe£l*' 
ed  tapity  the  hazards  of  Coroniercey  an<} 
to  fympathize  with  the  folkttude  of  my 
poor  uncle,  who  had  the 'true  retailer's 
terror  of  adventure,  and  new  expofed 
IttinfdF  or  hisproperty  to  any  wider  wa- 
to^  than  the  Thanies. 
:  In  time,  however,  by  continual  pro- 
fit and  fmall  expcnccs,  he  grew  rich, 
and  bq[an  to  turn  his  thoughts  towards 
rank.  He  hung  the  arms  of  the  &mily 
^er  hisTparlour-chimuey;  pointed  at  a 
dnriot  decorated  only  with  a  cypher; 
became  of  opinion  that  money  could  not 
make  a  gentleman;  rfcfented  the  petu« 
lance  of  upftarts;  told  ftones  of  Alder- 
man Puff's  grandfather  the  porter^  won- 
dered that  there  was  no  better  method 
f)r  regulatinj^  precedence}  wifhed  for 
ibme  (Cefs  peculiai  to  men  of  faihion; 
and  When  his  fenrant  prefented  a  letter, 
always  enquired  whether  it  came  finom 
his  brother  the  efquire.' 

My  father  was  careful  to  fend  hit 
game  by  every  carrierj  which,  thoui" 
Sie  conveyance  often  coft  more  thanll 
▼aluci  was  wdl  receivedi  becauii}  it  ghve 
bim  an  opportunity  of  calling  his  frieAds 
together,  defcribine  the  bciury  of  hit 
brother^s  feat,  and  lamenting  his  own 
fbllv,  whom  no  remonftrances  could 
witMold  from  poUutii^  his  fingers  with, 
aibop-book. 

The  little  prefents  which  we  fent 
were  always  recumed  with  great  muni, 
ficence.  ile  was  defirous  of  being  the 
iecond  founder  of  his  family^  and  could 
not  bear  that  we  ihould  be  any  lonser 
outihone  by  tboie  whom  we  conhderedas 
din^to^  upon  our  ruins,  and  ufurpert 
0[  our  fortune.  He  fomiflied  our  houle 
widiall  the  el^ance  of  laftiionable  ex* 
paice»  and  was  careful  to  conceil  his 
bounties,  left  the  poverty  of  his  fwauiy 
Iboiild  be  fufpefted. 

At  length  it  happened  that,  by  mUV 
coodiift  Uke  our  own»  a  large  eftate, 
iffaicb  bid  bccD  pqi;!cliaM  fron  tta»  win 


i^aifi  expeled  to  the'  beft  iMdcier*  ^^r 
tthcle,  dehghted  with  an  opportunity  or 
reinftating  the  family  in  thefr  poAefliont, 
dime  down  with  treaforei,  fcairely  to' 
be  imagined  in  a  place' where  c6mmeroef 
htas  not  made*  large  fums  familiar,  and" 
at  once  drove  all  the  competitors  away,' 
expedited  the  writtnes^  aiM  took  poflfef* 
(ion.  He  now con£lered himfelfas  fo- 
perior  to  trade,  difpofed  of  hil  ftock, 
and  as  Coott  at  he  had  iettled  his  tcono.' 
itoy,  bemn  to  (hew  his  rural  fbvei-eign- 
ty,  by  breaking  die  hedges  of  bis  tM/ 
natitk  in  hunting,  and  fetzing  the  gurtt 
or  nets  of  thole  whofe  fortunes  dia  not' 
qualify  them  for  f^iortinien.  .  lie  foon 
afterwards  folieiced  the  office  of  dieriiF, 
froiA  which  aH  his  neighbours  weiv  gfad* 
to  be  reprieved,  but  which  he  legaidedai^ 
a  refumptiop  of  anceftm)  daimt,  and  a 
kind  ot  i^ftoration  to  blood  Hfttr  tbfc 
attainder  of  a  u-ade.  * 

-  My  undci  whofe  oiiiid  was  to  filled 
with  tbit  change  of  hit  condition,  that 
he  found  no  want  of  domeftick  enter- 
tainment, declared  himfelf  too  old  to 
marry,  and  refolved  to  let  the  newly, 
pureimled  eftate  fall  into  thejKgular 
channel  of  mheritance.  I  was  tnKfere 
confideredas  beir  apparent,  and  courtecf 
with  offidoofnefs  and  careflibs,  by  the 
sentlemen  who  had  hitherto  coldly  at- 
towed  me  that  rank  which  they  oould 
not  refttfe,  deprefled  me  with  fhidied 
negle£l,  and  irritated  me  with  ambigu* 
oustiHi^lts. 

I  felt  not  much  pleafure  from  (he  d- 
vilities  for  which  I  knew  myfdf  indebt- 
ed to  my  uncle*s  tnduftry,  till  by  one  of 
the  invitations  which  every  day  now 
brought  me,  I  was  iodocea  to*  ipend  a 
week  with  Lucius,  whole  daughter  Fla- 
villa  I  had  often  feen  and  admired  like 
others,  without  any  thought  of  nearer 
approaches.  The  me^uauty  which  had 
hitherto  kept  me  at  a  diftaoce  being  now. 
levelled,  I  was  recebred  with  every  evi- 
dence of  refpeft }  Ludus  told  me  the  for- 
tune which  he  intended  for  his  favourite 
daughter,  many  odd  accidents  obliged 
us  to  be  often  togethcrwithlput  company, 
and  I  f6on  began  to  find  that  they  were 
4>readiag  for  me  the  nets  of  matri- 
mony. 

Flavilla  was  all  foftoefs  and  com* 
plaifance.  I^  who  had  been  excluded 
by  a  narrow  fortune^'  from  much  ac- 
qoaintan^  with  the  worldt  and  never 
been  honoured  before  with  die  notice  of 
fii  fine  t  bdyt  wm$  MfiW  enamoured. 
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Jfftiim,  mh^  fKftmi  mr  ftffon^/*  V.'."^ '"''^^^  v^^m^  feS5 


fWitk  betrayed  ir|  c^st  wat  Utft^j  th^ 
opr  priiatc  meetings  ibpuld  be  IfU  fi«-, 
^^nlt  fuid  my  channer  cqufffftdby  hen 
^pvsi  h^w  much  pain  Ak  A|^9rid  Innoa 
^fi|r  re^raint*  I  rene^eiii  n^  vifijt  i^poa 
tire- y  ijitL^oi.'.j  l>iii.  vtai.ii  A.ut  ^IKivvtrii  0:1^ 
lAEci^view  without  witTicr^;  at  bf^  1  de- 
clared my  paflton  to  Luciu^i  vv ho  re- 
ceived rne  ^5  a  lover  wuithy  of  hi» 
daughter,  and  toM  me  thaf  nouiing  vr3it 
w^Dtirfg  10  hjK  conlcnif  hut  that  my 
vncJc  Inoijfd  ieitk  his  efbte  u^ii  me^ 
1  objecl«d  the  iniJeccucy  oi  enci  caching 
<UQ  hb  li£tp  and  the  danger  «f  provok- 
ii^g  hiff  by  (nQh  ^i  unlcafojaabje  dc-^ 
mxnd.  ^  11 0  us  ieci^ii  cd  not  to  tUi  nk  de* 
«nty  of  much  impoitaiic^,  but  adn^it- 
tcd  the  diU^ger  q(  dirpkaiingt  ^nJ  con- 
ciudcd,  tj>;}t  as  t^  wsig  now  old  and  fick^ 
ty^  we  might}  wjtkoirt  any  i^ccnvtiu- 
cnce,  wail  foi  his  death* 

With  this  rafoJu^ion  I  wtis  better  con* 
iftntrd,  SK  it  procuj«d  we  the  company 
of  FianlU,  m  which  the  diiys  pJiiTod 
4yray  amJdll  corirmttsl  1  »|»mre ;  but  iq 
t^e^  1  began  to  be  aftictnied  of  i«Utng 
idii;,  ii)  txpe^ation  of  ^rowdng  rich  by 
tilt  de^i  of  my  bt^nefaHor,  a^d  propofed 
IP  Lucius  m^ny  fchemefi  qF  raif^ng  my 
OMTJi  fortune  by  fuch  an'tflance  a»  J  ItOKW 


in  ^hifiwfi,  dfii^Xfid  me  ifom  my  < 
by  diirua(iv«;f,to  wVicb  mf  pa^Boo 
liHopcd.  At  W  ipy  uJOde.  dicid» 
cvpifidgring  bi^V^eif  s^  ncttj^^oii  bar  n^ 
frooi  tbe  ume  tbat  Flaviuk  took  poQ!| 
iioa  of  «>y  (i^^,  left  bu,  ^$^  tar  oif 
yoongcr  br^tbor,  who  w^  ?lw?y^  hf»v 
▼ermg  at)oi4t  bU  h^l,  ^d  itlfU)|Og  ftp^ 
ries  of  py  pranka  and  extjf:Mra|^u9A^  mx 
^pQtcniiit  of  thecomm^ci4  dialeifil,  ^^ 
my  tnipatJ^Git  ^b^  fcJ^Rg  ftoflk. 

My  c^xmIi^'  |m;9^  fo^n  kown^  ^ 
I  was  BQ4fM»ger  a4pnitt^  by  fbe  &tfai(B( 
of  Flavi)la»  I  fiepc^d  tlvp  prate^atmf 
of  iJ^^afflawbicb  badbeei^  iormpif  tf:.^ 
ts^^jfod  wJA^  i9Kcb  ai4pqr,  in  ^  leuqr 
which  (he  received,  piiyaiel^^  but  b^ 
tHme^  bjr  bfr  fatbar*s  tooUian,  Cou- 
tempt  biu  diri?en  out  my  love,  and  } 
'  am  moment  dq  haye  pufcMedf  ^y  t)|f 
iof»  of  fioitane,  ^  eioipe  fimp  ^  hflfrrt 
who  baa  joined  tbeamoqes^f^gpaoibf 
aUuMme^tt  of  yoMth«  lamnowKqi^ 
top^rfu^  my  mfi;nier  p^ojeas  with  9  If^ 
g^cy  wbicli  9»y  iMicle  l^equeatbrd  ffiu 
a^dy  if  lXu^|C4^,  4Mdl4V(i»e£^  t^^ic^Mr^ 
tbeuppiaClHBce  Ojf.Flai^lUp 

I  anu  Sir,  yoMi»»  fcc. 

Co»ai;ANTiu$» 


W^CXCHI.    TU)ESI>AY,  JANUARY  ai,  1752. 


IJkVPJ^  AUOPK  ryfi^tf    tllMT  CiBTA  FIACVX.A  VIA  T» 

xaa.  ruta  lacTo  roT,KBVMT  axcaaAM  i.ijiM'Iko* 


H61. 


'pn.Amr  r*««'VM«'  »ook«  viM-o  a  cx«taii«  •rai,t 

70  »TOr  TXT  Tf  MO»ai   VQV  fHAJLL  C«AS^  T^   IWKLL 

waaMTo?  jiA^rj^MAo  THUi  tva^c^  amd  afopiaD  wtLL 


} 


CattcKr 


WHATEVER  is  univeriMlf 
defirtd,  wHl  be  fought  >y  in- 
duftry  and  s^tifice,  by  merit  and  cnmes» 
by  inenns  fi;o9d  and  badj  rational  an^ 
abfurd,  according  to  the  prevalence  oJF 
virtue  or  vice,  of  wi Worn  or  folly.  Some 
will  always  mifW«  the  degree  of  their 
own  defert^  ^^d  fomewill  defire  that 
others  ipay  miftake  it.  The  cupnittg 
will  have  recourfc  to  ftratagem,  and  thje 
powerf\^l  to  viokQC^  for  the  attain- 
^lent.of  their  >vi%es;  ipme^will  ftoop  to 
theft,  and  others  venture,  upon  plunder. 
friafe  is  fo  pleafing  to  die  mind  of 
Bian,  that  it  is  the  c^ippal  motive  of 
a|moft  all  our  aBions.  THe  defirr  or 
comroe;nd«doA,  as  cHFcreiy  tiiiiig  dft^  k^ 


taried  indeed  by  inmiinffable  diib^ 
ences  of  tamper,  capacity,  and  knoww* 
ledge)  fome  nave  no  higher  wifli  than 
for  the  appbufe  of  a  dub)  ibmcaipeft 
the  acclamations  of  a  county}  andloRic 
have  hoped  to  611  tbo  moutha  of  all 
ages  and  nationa  with'  their » namaaL 
Every  man  pants  for  thebtghcftenuocnot 
within  his.  view;  none^  hSwever  nMan^ 
«ver  finks  below  the  hoprof  being  diA 
ti.i\gui0ied  by  ht|  ftlic^be*n|r»s  an4. 
?ery  feyv  biwe,  bv  mag;namaisty  «ir 
piety,  been  fo  rufed  above  it,  aato^iil 
ffbolly  with9ut  regard 'to  oeafikt  or  opU 
nion. 

To  be  prai^i  tkevel^  evifjr  i 
ftMuMi  but  KMwitm  wai  CMi 
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to0  HitftimiWtetrBy  ^f^tittted  to  their 
o#B  claiftw,  Iftey  wifl  tc«  grtttfhottfly 
OHllMidei'  «ijp6tt  <!»fh«rtf  Mid  fytnt  tkpt^ 

Ut  tilincil  btifbr^  it  cm  be  enmved . 
y-  Atkifug  tfie  imramei^e  bnldttv  for 
flhlTfei  fbme  aft  wHlhig  tb  ptsrthaft  at 
tie  hig:het  ntfti   and  offer  eaft  and 
i   ImliS  fortiiw^  a«)d  Ifft*    Yft  eveti  of 
thefe  offily  a/rtHl1l  jMuttraWj  giiMd  v^at 
tkejr  (b  MrtidUjr  ddiitdi^^  ftudent 
^e»  awtty  lA  med!»M»  afid  the  ibl- 
dier  btt^ftei  on  the  ratn)iami  but  un- 
lets wiot  aecidcMd  advantage  co-ope* 
iMet  witft  (Heritf   neHtoet  perfeveratote 
iMria<Kefitnreattim  atteiitibiriind  leam- 
ingand  brktery  fink  fntb  the  gtavt  with- 
nfutt  ilOR6tlr  Or  tcMfcniU'iince* 
-  Biit  aAbMon  Md  vanity  generally 
oqpea  tb  lie  grltifted  ear  eMkr  tertos. 
H  hi*  been  toAg  bbftnred,  that  what  it 
procured  by  «H  or  Utbont  to  the  iirft 
po^^flbr»  may  be  afterwards  transfbred 
tor  money}  suid  that  the  man  of  wealth 
may  partake  all  the  aojuifitions  of  cou- 
rage witkoii^sM»  2Ad  U|  tie  pro- 
dSkt  t)f  indVkAry  without  fatigue.    It 
was  eafily  difcoveredf  that  rithes  w«ild 
obtain  praife  among  other  c«mptmcnciet| 
and  that  be  whofe  pride  was  unluckily 
aflbcistted  with  lazioeft»  ignorance,  or 
cowaciicey  needed  onlv  to  j^y  the  hire 
of  a  i^negyrift*  and  he  mignt  be  re- 
galed with  periodical  eulogies)  niight  de- 
cently kt  leiforQ  what  vegfut  or  i'cience 
iw  wmM  b(»  frieaftd  «a  iklil^Mprkne,  jMid 
It  klM  la  tbe  evening  with  IbMhteg 
WalM  ifi  Cbe  iMrffili^  b^ 


MjMy  mtttteiiMM. 


Arir  eiijdtttent  hr  ^tt^  Ud  Ai^ 
whenever  fortune  (ets  the  baikniet  he- 
fbre  them.  Huit^r  is  AeVei'delicatej 
diev  Who  are  fdd6in  gorged  to  tbe  ft^ 
-^•^^  praiic,  may  be  Hiftty    fed  wti% 


wf^ 


( wllicb  Mortils  IHeii^e 
iM    ^elMrKM^B    Off    bcMuCAAce 

Acver  ttlievedi  etoq^enee  whkH 
ntht  P^^>*M»  ^  th%aiK«  whith 
dBVir  pwN^i^  ought  not  tb  btf  emned  M* 
Morbid,  wbMi  th^  aire  knewti  hb« 
■•My  to  pay  rnt  fninr  cMtftaiMneht* 
Biit  there  aie  ttiMar^fy  stiHore  of 
MwHtiMi,  WOO  WMnbto  tile  wagci  Or 
^eftilityi  mtalu  tbeir  eMomitft  from 
year  to  year  by  jpneral  proMUirt  aftd 
itebigviMt  bbttidmienfei  and  when 
it  ku  nw  tfaftitl  Hm  whole  cximi^^ 
0f  iimry,  diMft  him  widr  cbntti&pt» 
kirtttift  Me  fifiii  of  flaiMi  it  etf)ftttfted> 
A  oMtiMMd  fbail  df  eomtbemladMi 
h  mUf  I*  be  tlRalned  by  tteHt  or  by 
/^Milffti  ttany  aretbtMlbrB  obhgetf  to 
/  MHuttbetobl^ie  wMi  iigleiMNUt, 
(  ani  MMiMM  tin  M^pieitf  tf 


^rscon^limefltSjfbrtheaDpefTtemoi   / 
fie  fatisfiedbefbre  it  is  di(gu%ed. 

It  is  eaiy  to  tind  the  mooAefit  at  whidi 
vanity  is  eager  for  fuftenance,  and  all 
that  impudence  or  ftrtility  can  ofter  wilt 
be  weH  ilteeivtd.  When  any  one  com« 
plains  of  die  Want  of  what  he  is  knows 
tb  polled  in  an  uncommon  degree,  he 
certaintv  waits  with  impatience  to  be 
cerftradi£ted.  When  the  trader  iijv. 
teftds  antrety  about  the  payfnent  6t  bio 
bins,  6t  tbe  bdkbty  remarks  how  fright* 
Aifly  (he  looks,  then  is  the  lucky  mh' 
ment  tb  talk  of  riches  or  of  charms^  of 
the  deftth  of  loteri,  or  dke  bonour  of  a 
iberthant. 

Others  there  are  yet  moi«  open  afti 
attleft,  Who,   inllead   of  fuboming  a 
Ibtteitr,  Mtobnt^t  to  fupply  his  places  >^ 
and,  as  fome  animals  impregnate  them-   J 
,  (elves,  fwell  with  the  praifes  which  they 
be6r  froiii  tbei^  own  toA^uls^  *  Rehts 

\  l^if/MftAc/er^tisrigbe^'&yaEra^ 
mos,  <  chat  be  whom  M  obe  46  witt 

*  commend  (hould  beftow  commenda- 

*  tions  on  himfelf.*  Of  all  the  ibns  of 
vanity,  thefe  are  furely  the  happieft  and 
greateft;  for  what  is  greataeK  ^  hap- 
pinefs  but  independence  on  external  ia- 
iluences,  exemption  from  hope  or  fear, 
and  the  power  of  fuppLying  efjery  want 
from  the  ebWHibb  ftores  ot  natuiv, 
which  can  neither  be  exhaufted  nblj>ro- 
hibitedr  6iicb  if  the  wiA  nAab  eiT  tb« 
floicksi  fuch  is  the  divkitty  of  tbe  ^- 
enreaas;  and  fticb  is  the  iatterw  of 
himMfw  £veryothereaJbyiMmtitiiNt« 
laay  deftroy;  every  other  pancj^riekea^ 
may  withold;  baf  no  haman  pawtt* 
can  deprive  the  boafter  of  his  own  ctiA 
oomiams.  Infiaby  ttiay  hlfs,  or  eoii« 
ttia^  may  grawl^  the  hiielii^s  of  iba 
great  maj  follow  fortune,  and  the  vo*. 
tarles  of  truth  may  attend  aa  vir(de| 
but  Ms  plca^bres  ftill  reaialn  the  fame} 
he  ean  always  liften  with  r(l)ituf«  i^ 
btrnfelf,  and  leave  thbf^  who  ikans  ndt 
lepadiHpoB  their  own  atteiMoni  b»  b«  ' 
eiaiid  or  dej^lM  by  chanee,  ind  tall 
oa  in  the  hotoele^b  tafli  of  ibtitigci^iHte^ 
aMid»rbpitilitfn|  ifnriictf. 

Tiiie  art  of  happineft  has  been  kmg 
piailKed  hj  peHadieal  writers,  wHb  lit*^ 
tkiMMitAtviatttitiiarileeebcy.  Wbti 
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we  think  our  exceDtnciet  overlooked  by 
Ae  world,  or  deiire  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  the  publick  to  fotne  particular 
jferformanccy  we  Cit  dbwn  with  great 
tompofure  and  write  a  letter  toourielvea* 
The  correfpoodenty  whofe  character  we 
sflumey  always  add  redes  ut  with  the  defe- 
icnce  due  to  a  fuperior  intelligence |  pro- 
nofet  his  doubts  with  a  proper  fenfe  of 
m%  Own  inability  i  offers  an  objection 
with  trembling  diifidence^  and  at  laft 
bat  no  other  preteniiont  to  our  notice 
riian  his  profundity  of  refpef^,  and  iin- 
certty  of  admiration^  his  ibbmiflion  to 
our  diflates,  and  zed  for  our  fuccefs. 
To  fuch  a  reader  it  10  impolTible  to  re- 
fbfe  regard,  nor  can  it  eaiily  be  imagined 
with  how  much  alacrity  we  fnatcb  up 
^e  pen  which  indignation  or  defpair  had 
condemned  to  inafiivity^  when  we  find 
Ibdi  candour  and  judgment  yet  remain - 
iog  in  the  world. 

A  letter  of  this  kind  I  had  btefy  the 
Ikmour  of  peruiiog»  in  which,  though 


Mat  of  the  perSodt  wttt^mMmMf 
dofed*  and  iomc;  exprefliont  of  nMntli* 
arity  were  ofed,  which  I  thought  migkt 
teach  others  to  addrel's  me  with  too  little 
reverence,  I  was  £iy  much  delighted  ^iMi. 
thepaflfages  in  which  mention,  was  made 
of  univerfal  learning-runbouodcd  ge* 
nius— foul  of  Homer,  Pythagoras,  aii4 
Plato— Tolidity  of  thoudit«-accuracy  oT 
diftinfUon^-elegance  of  combination— 
vigoiu-  of  fancy— ^rengtb  of  reaion-^* 
and  regularity  of  compodtion— that  I 
had  once  determined  to  lay  it  before  the 
puhlick.  Three  times  I  lent  it  to  the. 
printer,  and  three  times  I  fetched  it 
tMck.  My  modefty  was  on  the  point 
of  yielding,  when  refleAing  that  I  was 
about  to  wa^e  panegyricks  on  tnyCAf, 
which  might  be  more  profitably  reierved 
for  my  patron,  I  locked  it  up  for  a  bet- 
ter hour,  in  compliance  with  the  far^ 
roer's  principle,  who  never  cats  at home\ 
what  he  can  carry  to  the  market^  \) 
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St  aAHltOSA  SaMtM  JirVAT  ALtA,   LWDIT  BT  RiUBS 

BVLLAT«s,'rAavo^va  bamm^^vatit  abma  raiTiLLO* 

ir  GAMtFO  OOBS  AN  AOBO   SIBB    BMTX^B,' 

TMBN  MT  TOOUG  MASTBB  SWirTLT  LBAKNS  TUB  VtCB  ; 

AMO  SBAKBt,  IM  KAVGINO  SLBBVBt,  TJik  LITTLB  BOX  ANI»  BICB 


JVT* 
»ICB.  J 


TO  THE   RAMBLER. 
SIB, 

THAT  vanity  which  keept  every 
man  important  in  his  own  eyes, 
inclines  nne  to  believe  that  neither  you 
aor  your  readers  have  yet  foigotten  the 
same  of  Eumathett  who  (ent  ^o  a 
lew  months  ago  an  account  of  his  ar- 
iiTal  at  London  with  a  young  nobleman 
his  pupil;  ^  I  fiiall  therefore  continue 
my  narrative  without  preftce  or  itcapi- 
tutttion. 

My  pupil,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  by 
his  mother^s  countenance  and  dire^ioo, 
accomplished  himfelf  with  all  thofequa* 
lifications  which  conftitute  puerile  po* 
litenefs.  He  became  in  a  few  days  a 
perf^  mafter  of  his  hat,  which  with  a 
carelefs  nicety  he  could  put  off  or  on, 
without  any  need  to  adjuft  it  bye  Icocmd 
motion.  This  was  not  attained  but  by 
frequent  confttltations  with  htsdancing- 
nafieri  andooofastpnAice  before  the 


^-  J.  Dbtdsw,  Jbic. 

glais,  for  he  had  fonoe  mftick  habits  toi 
overcome  |  but,  what  will  not  time  and 
induftry  perform  f    A  fortnight  more 
furnifhed  him  viHth  all  the  airs  m  formr 
of  familiar  4uk1  refpeftful  fiLlutation» 
from   th^  dap  on  the  Ihoulder  to. the 
bumble  bow  |  he  pra^^ifes  the  ftare  of  - 
ftrangenefs,  and  the  Qn\\t  of  conde- 
fceniKm,  the  folemnity  of  promifie^  and  •' 
the  gracioufneis  of  encouragement,  ni 
if  he  had  been  nnricd  at  a  levee ;  afed 
pronounces,  with  no  left  propriety  than 
nis  father,  the  monofyll^les  of  cold* 
ndfs,  and  fonorous  periods  of  r^^»e6tfiil  ' 
profeifion. 

He  immediately  loft  the  relerve  and 
timidity  which  folicude  and  ftudy  are  ape* 
to  imprefs  upon  the  moft  courtly  genhit| 
was  able  to  enter  a  crowded  room  with 
airy  civility  |  to  meet  the  glances  of  a 
hundred  eyes  without  perturbation^  and 
addrefs  thoTe  whom  he  never  Aw  btfore 
vrith  eaie  and  confidence.  In  kfs  tha% 
aniondiha  oMRhtrdeclaiidhtr  MB^ 
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obferiradon^  that  ^  .bdered  mttkfi 

Tbefilence-witfa  wbich  I  wttjcotttcnt* 
cdlD  bear  my  impU*t  praiAf»  gave  tht 
lady  l^eafon  to  iuTpw^  me  not  much  de- 
Hgbied  with'  fait  .acquifitions)  but  flie 
attfibttted  my  diA:onteiit  to  tbe  dinuoa- 
tion  o£my  infliieiice»  and  my  fearv'  of 
lofing  the  patronage  of  the  family^  and 
though. ifaie  thinks ifavonrahlv.' of  < my 
Jeunmgand  morahy  ihe-oonudeia  me 
M  wfaoSy  unacquainted  with  the  cuft* 
toms  ot  the  politer  part  of  mankind) 
and  dierefofe  not  qualified  to  form,  the 
manaerapfa  y^ng  noblcnan».drcam^ 
amndcate  the  fcnowkdge-of  the  world. 
This  knowledge  (be  compnies  in  tfat 
rules  of  vifitmg,  ibe  biftory  of  tbepre* 
ftnt  hour,  an  early. intelligence  or  the 
change  of  fofliions,  anextenuveacqaaint)> 
ance  with  the  names  and  £ices  of  perfons 
of  rank»  and  a  frequent  appearance  is 
places  of  refort.      . 

All  this  my  pupil  purfuti  widi  great - 
application.  He  is^twice  a  day  in  the 
Mall,  where  he  ftudies  the  drefs  of  every 
man  Splendid  enough  to  attraft>his  no- 
tice, and  never  comes  home  without  iome ' 
obiervation  uponilceFes,  button-holes, 
and  embroidery.  At  his  return  ^fom 
the  theatre,  he  can  give  an  account  of 
tbe  gallantries,  glances,  whtipers,  (miles, 
£ghs,  flirts,  andbluflies  ot  every  box, 
io  much  to  hif  nyoEtber^s  fatisia^Uon, 
that  when  I  attempted  to  refume  my 
chara£lef,  by  enquiring  his  opinion  of 
the  fentiments  and  diAi6h  of  the  t^gedy, 
file  at  once  rqprefled'my  criticirm,  by 
telling  xMrihatJhi  hoped  bi4id  not  go  to 
lofe  hf  time  ia  attnubtig;  t$  ibe  (natuns 
wtkefiifgt. 

But  his  acutene(s  waB  mofl!  eminently 


^  ha  fabim^  wdi' kta  cU«%» 
tod  mftMdiof  mwsvourii^  at  puiity^ 
f^ropricty,  bas  no  other  care  tkaa  t9 
caich  the  aligning  pbrafe  and  cnrinit 
ttcclam^SoB^  till  by  copying  whateiM 
is  peculiar  in  the  talk  oT  all  Siofe  whaft 
bisth  or  fortune  entitle  them  to  ioMCa^ 
tion,  he  karcolkfted  every  fafliiopaUa 
barbarifin  of  the  preient  winter,  ani 
fpeaks  a  diale£^  not  to  be  undeHlap4 
among  thnfe  who  form  their  ilyla  by 
porii^  upon  authors. 

Tbthis  copiou(he£i  of  ideas,  and  feli*  . 
city  of  ]anguagt,hehas  joined  lucheager'? 
neis  to  le^  t&  cunveciation,  that  be  it 
celebrated  amon^the  ladies  as  the.prtt* 
tteftjgentleman  that  the  age  can  boal  of^ 
escept'that  fome who  love  toialk  them« 
lelves  think  him  too  forward,  and  othect 
lament  that,  with  (b  mUcbwit  and  know- 
kdge,  he  is  not  taller. 

Hia  mother  liftens  to  bis  obfenrationa 
vrith  herqres  fparklingand  her  hnrt 
beating,  and  can  (carcely'contatn,  in  dka 
moft  numerous  afiknblies,  the  eimSiA* 
tions  which  ibe  has  formed  for  hrs  fti^ 
ture  eminence.  Women,  by  whatever 
faye^ always •  judge  aUurdly  of  tbe  in- 
t4l^s  6f  bovs.  Tbd  vivttcity  and  con« 
fideuce  which  attra^  feniale'admirationp 
are  (eldom  produced  in  the  early  part  of 
life,  b^t  by  ignorance  at  leaft,  if  not  by 
ftupiditv}  for  they  proceed  not  from 
^ppfidme  of  right,  but  fearleifnefs  of 
wrong.  Whoever  has  a 'clear  apprc- 
henfion,  muft  have  quick  fenfibifity, 
and  where  he  hat  no  fumcient  reafon  tp 
truft  his  own  judgment,  will  proceed 
widi  doubt  and  caution,  becaufe  he  per* 
petually  dreads  the  difgrace  of  ^9P. 
The  pain  of  mificarriage  is  natuxally  pro- 
portionate to  t)te  <teure  of  ^ellencei 


and,  therefore,  till  men  are  harifened  by 
fignaUaed  at  the  ^nuifqgeiilde,  'Where  he  long  familiarity  with  reproach,  or  have 
dffcovered  his  acquaintance  ^rout^  ilttained,  by  fnxjuent  ftruggles,  the  art 
their  diQ;^Met|'  vrith  fuch  wonderful  Hi-    of  fuppreflin^  their  emotions^  diffidenjca 


dlity,  as  has  afforded  the  family  an  in- 
exfaaulBbili^  topick  of  converiation .  £• 
very  new  vi(jtor  is  inform^  how  one 
was  deteAed  by  his  gait,  and  another 
by  the  iwtng  of  his  arms,  a  third  by  the 
toh  of  his  bead,'andranother*hy  his  fa- 
'vourite  phtafe;  nor  can  you.  doubt  but 
4»cfib  p^ormances  receive  their  juft  ap^ 
plaiifeu  and  a  genhis  thus*  battening  to 
iMtumy  irpLOflimed  by  evie>y  art  of  cul* 
Ovation*-;''       /     • 

Sa^h  have  been  his  eadearours,  and 
Ihch  his  afliftances,  that  every  trace  of 
ItaHtiitwaaibcooblitenitad,    fithai 


is  found  tbe  in^oparable  affi»ciate  of  uo« 
deiiUndinfp. 

But  To  httle  di(^(^  has  my  pil^il  of 
his  own  abilities,  that  he  has  tor  ihijia 
time  profefled  hitnielf  a  vrit,  ^d  tor** 
turn  his  imagination  on  aU  occaliona 
for  burle(que  and  jocularity.  How  ht 
iupportt  achara£ler  which,  |)crhaps,  no 
man  ever  aflcn^ed  wifthout  itoenramic^ 
may  be  eafily  conjeMi«l|«  Wit,  yptt  ^ 
know,  is  the  imcapafted  copulation  qf  ^} 
ideasy  the  di(covery  of  ibme  occult- r»* 
lati<m  between  images  in  appeasaacf  n^ 
iMta-  from  tach  others  an  tAi&oi^  of 
ll     •  Ifil, 
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liddB  of  kno«ntdfB  1 1^ 
^di  poridnt,wiikkth>inii|^njifton  miy 
€ttil  o«t  to  <d«ipQft  new  idcflBfakftt* 
Whatever  iMy  be  the  hativt  iisoiir  of 
Ak  tBittdf  hM  €aiiii#tcr  fcnB  soy  ooMDi^ 
sMioMf  TTMIicwklcnyMnMijf  cMtart 

adent  tfny  indeid  femetinlat  pra^icv^ 
lodty  MnUel  or  t  irikiii§  coulraft }  b«l 

and  he  that  hasootkiM  of  bia  owb,  aa^ 
^  eoadefnaii  Inmiilf  to  neadleit.ex* 
|«iioe»t  imift  hve  npoii  bant  ar  theft. 
.  The  iaithiiKeftoe  whioh  bit  vavih  baa 
InlhfrtaohtaSi^  an4  the  lafpaa  irfMch 
iMiaaKikafaa,  hata  hitbeita  IbqiliBd 
tlRaraat  of  imrikftvai  oaaHftratafnai 
auihe  innginetihacatt  admaKwhoil^ 
fkm^9oidmt9Xi  whokaglrafaakal^ 
ad.  Hetherefoiv  ictufda  eftry  day  tk 
tba  diarga  with  mcreafa  of  oootfage» 
tboagh  not  af  iraii0di»  and  fnBmt' 
at  the  trkka  by  wfaien  ant  it  paomar- 
'      ~     He  lajfalraiia  fer  a  ^ttblri 


lK<MMiaUtod«lfcrM. 
^  adapla  aUJoika  ta  fiaAdl 
ten}  he  miftakea  .li*^aaCaa»  Itaa  ha 
itar  myim  d  iam  iaiWvf  lia  abtici- 
MM  ttpjuyaaitrtl^  that  be  aH^rfbiiK 
SUy i4^l  ^ahenhateaa^C;;^: 
fly,  ha  rapaatt  t)tt  laft  ^Hocda  a^Ub 
aacigaAitt  thea  fiiya^-i.*  Vo^MMt 
ftniM^*  aadaMcMaaMardbtogh^ 
ltiai|iph»  ... 

ThtfetuHblm  I  hot  iMUdHy  ab- 
aeanplBdtDaaniftl  bot^whatcairbetta. 
MM  €mn  laatey  aatepcdtaA  ba 
fiUiibD,  ijtodoar,  or^^SSityr  ft 
lHarraH^  ladeaiy  or  amw  lb  brib*  flH^ 
baeirfoovarfbiad  &taaM  kftaiaby 
maaaplaafiir  •*»«><*«»  I  and  ftaw% 
diaei&Nif^  gad  carifai  driae  itjpfi 
cejMtftoai  aia  laiMBibfaaa^  ' 
Hrat  M  baaaiaitbiaifelf  aa*U6M 
aaiar  tba  ii«dd^  aad  lai  MfHdi 
hiaatdrev  ir  bar  Mb  f^ji  Msk  I 
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Tl^CXCV.  TUESDAY,  JAKtf AUV  «^  ij^irf. 


WEici'y  a^vo  kvdxi 
MMtiZtm  xi^GtifuuB  vva'iiy 

YBNAir<^Ue    ittUtTf    LVDHi    £6t'h6^  r 

itV   CtiMt6-  ftttJUt  rR<K«d» 

rta  atfAttt  '^iTi^A'  ttoiw^  hilt  a* 

not  an owi  ov'a  i^ooTBf*  oj  yoata'tT  tAed. 

TO  M09NT  Tli^  MAKAG^A    STBtDi,  oa  Vltfi  f «!  tfBA^S^ 

.  uoitt  i^i'll^o  tv  f  ai  MiA&ir  AiTttoV  ^iefy 
Taa  ffWlTRLiKC  TiCo^iffr  oa  LX9f-yot^i^otii  alietf* 


TO  tax  ItAWBtElT. 


FAVOURS  gf  every  JuAd 
«6Mbkd  a4Ma  they  are  ifwedH^ 


Thb  k  yarncukaly  triaa  oif 
die  grat^catkm  of  ciiriofuhf:  ha  that 
W^Maifra  iM,  ailtt  Metra  biaau- 
diiartoa((PlBearfatmfelftvi^ciqMiaatiatv» 
anQ  £l^4>e  able  to  recaanpenfa  ibe 
tmeafineffyoraduai  tbchafdwhtoh  hk 
luAea  to  ba.rai&k 

For  daf  reaibnr  ^  have  akeady  ibit 
yao  the  eoatiniiatian  of  my  papUTa  hi& 
aoty*  wbieht  tboagb  kcomaiitanatveiHf 
aciv  aacoanaoay  aaay  hsof  aielo  yowaf 
larba aaa ia'tao  mwk  hafle  to  tnii 
r^j^a  pnideace,  aad  9ait  the  iminf 
'     ^'     '  '     tb^MeaMhaftm 


When  he  firil?  (ettled  in  Ifadi^  be 
laaaiaaaaab  baawldeaed  ia  the  aa^awdoa 
ax^iNi  af  tba  torn*  &  coaf<wM  by 

aM  f»  Mrifiad  by  ml  jpamNfMrf 

iheaitta  offlMNRKf«wtlia|ii4Bi4^  «1^ 
p«puiaca»  m9&9ftif9  gi  fonna.  ii# 
apaaaheffy  oa  coadunea^  tba( 
afraid  to  ga  bajFand  iha  4€ar  1 
attead^ai^  aad  iibagia^hialL^  ^ 
gerif  ha.«vaaoUtfad.to  p^Jbrl  . 
at-nii^'Jb  aay  vabiok  bar  hip  martar^a 
chair* 

lie  waa  thpaafaat  aeatejin^ 
tape,  that  I  iboabi  JpfwiMy 
all  hU fxciirfions.    Butoit  wki 
as  he  -^nm  mofe  JaniUay^aiib 
Ja£M(|  .and  th^  ^onteaiafc  mj 
ffufticity  eapoM  bfmM|^ 
coDpamona  u  had  accidentalTy  l^fi^m 

GooQie      ■ 
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ibf  tc^mjofj/ffy  /tAG|PB4  Urn  tp4i|lem« 

Hm df&x  fiwtftttf  laoMit him  W^ 
willing  tp  t^ti/ftme  tke  titnmlc  of  qb^ 
§nrwg  hi;  motionsi  bitt  kiwviog  b^«r 
a|iicb  bMigBomceiapoie4  him  tpnur* 
^bic^  I  tjwight  tt  crjipl  ^0  »)»ndpp  hi> 

together  erery  <Jay  i<>  a  coffee  teiit, 
^Eere  b«  met  wiu^bciri,  ui;dtap^,;iayy 
ignorant,  and  ibougbtlcle  as  Umrelff 
with  whom  be  bad  become  acquaia^id  s^t 
cvd*  tablet  i  a  he)  whooi  he  ccioiid^ed  at 
title  Qtily  heitig-^  tp  be  envied  or  admired, 
^^^lat  werct&ir  topic  k^  o^  convcrjintioa 
I  cQuLJ  pevcr  dilcovt^r^  for  To  much  vtat 
thcit  viir3£tty  df^pif^Ht^  by  my  intruAve 
i^oufocis,  that  vbcjf  fddoEn  proce<dc4 
b«yoad  the  exc  tiNiog^  of  nods  %nd  fbrugSp 
Vn  arcb.  griov  oi n  broltcn  bint^  ucccpl 
irbcQ  tii(y  coul4  ntirft  vh\^t  I  wat 
leokiug  00  iht  p^pcf  s^  to  a  «oroer  of  tba 
foorur  wli^rt;  they  ^med  to  di/burdq^ 
their  iimgitiatiori^,  and  commc^oly  vcnU 
fd  the  fupctBuity  of  tbdv  rprij^btlmefi 
in  a  p»al  of  laughter,  ^yhtn  th«:y  h^d 
titter^  tbemfelvci  juto  A^Iigtuo^  | 
coo  id  fometimea  overhear  a  few  fylli- 
^fst    lucb  as—*  Soknm  raTcal— aca- 

*  df  rniead  ain^-fmnoke  the  tutoc^comn- 

*  piny  for  gt  nil  cm  CO  t'  and  other  brokeq 
ph rifts,  by  whach  [  did  not  fuf^fi^  mjf 
quiet  tp  h«  (tiftuf bfd^  ^^  they  vfi^  pro^ 
ceeded  to  tvo^9^  indignities,  but'  con-  ' 
PmitfA  ttwrnTclveii  to  murmur  in  iccret, 
and»  whenever  I  turned  my  eye  upon 
them»  ihnink  into  ftillneftk 

He  was,  however,  defirouiof  with- 
drawiog  from  the  fubjcftifini  which  he 
could  n«e  vtnture  to  break,  an4  ^ade 
a  fecret  appointment  to  aflift  his  comra- 
tiions  in  the  perftcution  of  a  pla^.  Mis 
^sotman  privately  procured  nim  a  cat*^ 
cal,  on^hith  he  pra£iiftd  in  aback* 
garret  for  two  hours  In  the  afMraooa. 
At  the  proj>er  uvn?,  n  chair  wa»  calMt 
he-  pretended  an  engagemcni  at  L^dy 
f  lutt^^Sr  ^^  hftttiiw  to  the  pUcc 
where  hi  A  critkal  aviates  had  tJkm* 
bW.  Tbfy  bufricd  3^wa>  to  the  the* 
Itrct  j^Uofmahgnlxy  auddenundaxioo^ 
ag^Aft  a  man  wlu>Cc  naoie  the y  liad  ne  - 
rer  beard«  a^id  a  perfofis^nce  which  tbey 
C0Hidn«t  underlbind^  for  tbty  ^re  re^ 
ibkol  lo^udgc  £oi'  th^roJi^lvG£|r^^  would 
not  fuffer  the  town  to  b^  ii^pofed  upon 
by  {cfibbkjBp  In  ibfi  pit*  loey  e^erttd 
|jb<tix>i<:lve&  wiOi  gp^t  Ij^iiit^d  viv^ty ; 
caik-ii  ot4C  tor  the  tuitc£  of  ob^p^c  (bog^t 
my^d,  loudly  u  ]jaiervai%at'  Sha^et^vc 


♦3S 

Jpfrndflf  Phyed>q«  their  »t^  g 

pmHfde^  ot  tierrpr*  clamoxirsd  vehe* 

mcntly  for  the  prologue,  and  clappe^ 

^th  great  dexterity  at  the  firft  tu\h%ct 

^(  tht  players. 

TwQ  iccaetf  diey  heard  without  at- 
tempting interruption  3  but  being  nt? 
/oi^gcr  able  to  reA^-aln  their  imj^atMrncef 
they  tbcti  btgg.n  to'  cxett  tbemrt-lvea  iit 
gleans  atid  fuiTe^t  ^nd  piled  ibeir  cat* 
call  with  inceflknt  dili^nce  ^  fo  thac 
tliey  were  foon  eg  n  fide  red  by  ibe  audi^ 
ence  as  difturbers  of  iht  boulc,  and  fomt 
^wbo  fat  near  them,  either  provoked  ai 
the  obftrufUon  of  their  enfertammcnti  » 
oi  dtfuous  to  prefarvc  the  author  from 
the  Tnorti6 cation  of  iiettng  hi*  hope*  de* 
{Iroyed  by  children,  uSatcbed  away 
their  inAruments  of  criticiAn,  and  b^ 
tile  feafonablt  vibritiofl  of  a  fttcJt,  fub* 
dued  than  inHantancodly  to  decency  aii4 
rdence> 

To  exhibnte  themfelvef  after  thif 
texatioii*  defeat,  they  polled  to  a  taf'erni 
where  they  rtr overed  tbeir  alacritji  and ' 
after  two  hourfi  af  obfirepcrou*  joUity, 
burft  out  big  with  enttrprirc,  and  Rant- 
ing for  fome  occa Lions  to  rignalizt  tlieir 
prowefs-  They  jnoceedcd  vigoi<?ufiy 
th  roil  eh  two  ftrtets,  and  witti  vtry  litllc 
oppontign  difpeifeil  a  rabble  of  drunk* 
trds  lefa  dajin^  thin  thcmlelvfs,  then 
roikd  two  w^itcbmcn  in  xh^-  krnntl|  ^mcf 
bioke  the  window^  of  a  tavern  in  which 
tbe  fugitives  took  /bdter.  At  hSt  \t 
wa$  det^iruioed  to  march  up  to  a  row  uf 
chair^t  and  denvohfh  them  for  f^ndijig 
on  ihe  pavement  i  the  chairmen  formed 
a  Un^  of  battle,  and  blows  wov  cx- 
chaugtd  for  a  iSme  wiih'ioual  cj^vnge 
on  both  (ides.  At  laft  the  afliuUntt 
oivrpbworad,  an4  the  chairmtnt 
itef  know  thsii  eaptbot,  brought 
them  home  by  force. 

The  young  otnticmM,  wmt  niom« 
Mg»  Vang  hie  head,  and  mm  lb  much 
a&imed  of  his  outrages  and  defeat,  that 

Cjbips  b^  might  Uave  h^cn  cl^cl^ed  m 
^  fi  6rl^  Mlict^  bad  not  hi<  mQtf«r,^sQW 
^  pity  of  bi&  ddeflionp  and  patthr  m 
approbation  of  bi&  fpu-it,  riltfVcd  liim 
fram  his  peiplcxiij  by  paying  the  da* 
ih^^ei  pMvately,  aitd  dilcouraging  aS 
^iniadveruon  and  reproof*  ' 

This  ioduigente  <oidd  not  wholly 
ttK^rve  bitn  trom  the  remembrance  of 
ajs  difgrace,  nor  ar  onr^  rcflorehiaeon* 

Sdencc  itnd  elatbn*     Hr  was  fiw  thvee- 
ays  iiient,  m^deil,  and  co£hpli|ni,  and 
thQi^^hi  himii:ir  ntithcr.  ctio  wtfe  fer  iiu 
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ion,  nor  too  manlv  (or  reflfiint* 
is  levity  oterctme  tnis  falutary  for- 
he  began  to  talk  with  hit  former 
res  of  mafquerades,  taveni»>  and 
ksj  Wuftered  when  his  wig  wa$  not 
ed  with  exafbeffl;  and  thresitened 
i£lion  to  a  tailor  wh9  had  miftaken 
refliont  about  the  pocket, 
new  that  he  was  now  rifing  agam 
c»ntrouI>  and  that  this  inflation  6f 
;  would  burft  out  into  fome  roif- 
3US  ahfurdity.  I  therefore  watched 
trith  great  attention;  but  one'^ven-' 
tiavin|;  attended  his  mother  at  i 
he  withdrew  htrnfelf,  itnrufpe^iedt 
the  company  was  engaged  ar'cards.' 
ivacity  and  officioulndTs  were  Toon 
i,  and  his  return  impatiently  ex« 
1;  fupper  was  delayed,,  and  con- 
ion  fuijpeAded;  every  coach  that 
1  through  the  (heet  was  expe6(ed 
ng  htm,  and  every  icnrant  that  en- 
the  ruom  was  examined  concerning 
;parture.  At  laft  the  lady  rctum- 
me,  ai>d  was  with  {preat  difiieulty 
ved  from  fits  by  fpirits  and  cor- 
Thc  family  was  difpatched  a 
ind  ways  without  fucceftt  and  the 
was  filled  ^th  diAra£tion»  till,  aa 
^e  deliberating  what  further  mea- 
to  take»  he  returned  from  a  petty 
ig  table,  with  his>  coat  torn,  and 
ead  broken;  without  his  fword» 
box,  (leeve-tbuttons,  and  watch. 
this  lofs  or  robbery  he  rrrt  little 
nti  butj  inftead  m  finking  into 


his  former  fhame^  endeavoured  to  fiip- 
port  himielf  by  nirlinefs  and  alperhy. 
«  He  was  not  the  firft  that  had  played 
<  away  a  few  triflef ,  and  of  what  nft 

*  vmt  birth  and  foHune  if  they  woold 

•  not  admit  fome  fallies  and  expences  ?• 
His  mamma  was  fo  much  provoked  by 
the  coft  of  this  prank,  that  (he  would 
neither  palliate  nor  conceal  it;  and  hit 
fj^ther,  after  (bme  threats  of  ttifHcgrtioB 
which  his  fondnefs  would  not  {nfkr  him 
to  execute,  reduced  the  allowance  of  his 
pocket,  ihat  he  mieht  not  be  tempted 
by  plenty  to  profufion.  This  mediod 
would  have  (bcceeded  in  a  place  where 
there  are  iTo  pandeTs  t^  folly  and  extra- 
vagance, biit  was  now  likely  to  have 
produced  pernicious  confcquenc^;  for 
we  have  difcovered  a  treaty  widi  a  bro- 
ker, whofe  daughter  he  fcems  difpofed 
to  marry,  on  cdndition  that  he  (hall  be 
fu]>plied  whh  t>refenc  mOncy,  for  which 
he  is  to  repay  thrice  the  valUe  at  the  death 
of  his  father. 

There  was  now  no  time  to  be  loft* 
A  domeitick  confultadon  was  ininedl. 
ately  held,  and  he  was  doomed  to  pa& 
two  years  in  die  country;  but  hirmo- 
dier,  touched  with  his  tears,  declared, 
thit  (he  thought  htm  toonnich  of  a  man 
to  be  any  longer  confined  to  his  book, 
and  he  therefore  begins  his  travels  to* 
morrow  under  a  French  govemoi'. 
I  am,  8cc,  ' 

£V1IATHBS« 
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XT£R»  in  the  narrative  of  his 
wn  life,  hu  enumerated  fevetal 
It,  which,  though  he  thought 
talent  and  incont^ftable  at  his 
itrance  into  the  world,  time  and 
nee  difpofed  him  to  change. 
Dever  reviews  the  date  of  his  owft 
|om  the  dawn  of  manhood  to  ifs 
,  and  con(ider6  what  he  Durfued 
itd,  (lighted  or  eileemed  atdif- 
i^riods  of  his  a^e,  will  have  no 
p  imagine  fuch  cnanges  of  unti* 
|uliar  to  any  ^tion  or  «bam£ler. 
»iu)j  however  cutteiMttd  iiuu* 


FaANCit. 

tentive,  has  conviftton  forced  upon  him  | 
the  le^res  of  time  obtrude  tbemftlves 
upon  the  moft  unwilling  or  difiipited 
Auditor;  and,  by  comparing  our  pafk 
with  our  prefent  thoughts,  we  perceive 
that  wt  have  changed  our  minds,  though 
perhaps  we  cannot  difcover  when  the  al- 
teration happened,  or  by  what  caulbt  it 
was  producod. 

This  revolution  of  fenfimenu  oeca- 
iions  aperpetualcontcft  between  die  dd 
and  younff.  They  who  intagliK  them* 
ffflves  entided  to  veneration^  mtvm* 
io^ve  of  longer  iik,  are  iodiiied  to 
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tttat  the  notions  of  thofe  whofe  coiiduft 
thev  fuperintend  with  fupercilioufners 
wni  cont^mptf  for  want  of  confidering 
that  tb;  fut\ire  and  the  paft  have  differ- 
ent appeajraiiceti  that  the  difproportion 
will  always  he  great  between  cxpe5Ution 
and  ehjoymenty  between  new  poflTeflion 
and  fatietv}  that  the  truth  of  many 
maxims  of  ase,  gives  too  little  pleafure 
to  be'allowed  till  it  is  felt  j  and  that  the 
roiicries  of  life  would  be  encreafed  be- 
yond all  human. power  of  endurance,  if 
we  were  to  enter  the  world  with  the  fame 
opinion  as  yve  carry  from  it.  ^ 

,We  naturally  indulge  thofe  ideas  that 
pleafe  us.  Hope  will  predMninate  in 
every  mind»~tiil  it  has  been  fuppiefled 
by  frequent  difappomtroents.  The 
youth  has  not  yetdifcovered  how  many 
evils  are  continually  hovering  about  us^ 
and  when  he  is.fet  tnc  from  the  ihackles 
•f  dirciplinct  looks  abroad  into  the 
world  with  rapturei  he  fees  an  elyfian 
rtfum  open  before  him,  fo  variegated 
With  beauty,  and  fo  ftond  with  pleafure, 
rnat  his  care  is  rather  to  accumulate 
good,  than  to  (bun  evil}  be  ftands  dir. 
tra£bd  by  different  forms  of  delight, 
wl  has  no  other,  doubt,  than  which 
^th  to  follow  of  thofe  which  all  lead 
3|ually  to  the  bowers  of  happineft. 

ite  who  has  feen  only  the  fuperficies 
of  life,  b^ieVes  every  thing^p  be  what 
it  appear),  and  rarely  iuipe^ls  that  ex- 
ternal fplendor  conceals  any  latent  for- 
row  or  vexation.  He  never  imagines 
that  there  may  he  greatnefs  without 
fafety,  afHoeiKe  without  content,  jollity 
without  friendfliip,  and  folitude  without 
peace,  tie  fancies  himielf  permitted  to 
cujl  the  bleitings  of  every  condition,  and 
to  leave  it*s  inconvauencies  to  the  idle 
and  the  ignorant.  He  is  inclined  to  bc- 
liete  no  man  miferable  but  by  his  own 
fault,  and  ieldom  looks  with  much  pity 
upon  felines  or  mifcarriages,  bcfaule 
he  thinks  tnem  willingly  admitted,  or 
n^Iigently  incurred. 

It  is  impoflible,  without  pity  and 
contempt,  to  hear  a  youth  of  |enerout 
lentiments,  and  warm  imagination,  de- 
claring in  the  moment  of  opennefs  and 
flfilfence  his  defigns  and  expectations | 
au(e  lon^  life  ispoflible,  he  confiders 
as  certain,  and  therefore  proroif<^ 
iii\f^i\  the  changes  of  happinefs,  and 
provides  gratifications  for  every  de- 
fife,  Ik  is,  for  athn^  to  give  hunfelf 
wholly  to  ffolick  and  dtverfion,  to  range 


light  every  eye,  to  gain  every  heart»  and 
to  be  celebrated  equally  for  his  pleaf- 
ing  levities  and  folk!  attainments,  hni 
deep  reflection's,  and  his  (parkling  rs^ 
partees.  He  then , elevates  his  views  t^ 
nobler  enjoyments,  and  finds  all  the 
fcanered  excellencies  of  the  (efnale  world 
united  in  %.  woman,  who  prefers  his  ad^ 
drefles  to  w^tb  and  titles.  He  is  after, 
wards  to  engage  in  bufinefs,  to  diflip^~ 
difficulty,  and  overpower  oi^fition;  to 
climb  by  the  mere  force  of  merit  to  fame 
and  greatnefs^  And  reward  all  thole  who 
countenanced  his  rife,  or  paid  due  regard 
to  his  early  excellence.  At  laft  be  will 
retire  in  peace  and  honour;  contraQ  his 
views  to  domedick  pleafurq^;  form  thjs 
mannu's  of  children  like  bimfehT;  ob- . 
ferve  how  every  yeaf  expands  the  beautjr 
of  his  daughters,  and  how  his  ions 
catch  ardour  from  their  father *s  hiftoryi 
he  will  give  laws  to  the  neighbourhood! 
dictate  axioms  to  pofterityjand  leave  the 
werld  an  example  of  wifdoin  and  of  ha^ 
pinefs. 

^  With  hopes  like  the(e,  he  iaUirsjoenni 
Tnto  life;  to  little  purpofe  is  he  told,  that 
the  condition  ofJuAinmiiiy  Ttdmits  no 


pureano  unmingied  happinefs:  that  the 
exuberant  gaiety  uf  yuunTends  in  po- 
verty or  difeafe;  that  uncommon  qualt* 
fications  and  contrarieties  of  excellence^ 
produce  envy  equally  with  applaufq  that 
whatever  admiration  and  fondnefs  mvjf 
promife  him,  he  muft  marry  a  wjft  like 
the  wives  of  others,  with  fpme.virtiies 
and  fome  faults,  and  be  as  often  dif*. 
gufted  by  her  viees,  aS  delighted  by  bar 
elegance;  that  if  he  adventures  into  the 
circle  of  aAion,  he  muft  exped  to  eo« 
countermen  as  artful, as  daring,  as  reip- 
lute  as  himfelf)  that  of  his  Children,  fome 
may  be  deformed,  ahd  others  viciousj 
fome  may  dif^ce  him  by  th^  follies* 
fome  offend  him  by  their  in(<>lence»  aiid 
fome  exhauft  him  -bv  their  profnfion. 
He  hears  all  this  with  ohftinate  Incre- 
dulity, and  womiers  by  what  malignitj 
old  age  is  hifluenced,  that  it  cannot  for- 
b«u*  to  fill  his  ears  with  piediflioiis  of 
mifery. 

Among  other  pleafing  erron  of  young 
minds,  is  the  bpvnibn  of  their  own  im- 
portance. He  that  has  not  yet  remark- 
ed how  little  attention  his  cotewporaries 
can  fpare  from  their  own  aflMrs*  coiu 
ceives  all  eyes  turned  upon  hmMf, 
and  imagines  every  onttfairt  apptoschi*i 


him  to  be  an  enemy  or  t  IbDower,  aii 
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tiis  fame  a^  intoJvtjJ  in  t^if  erentpf  eYery 
^ion.  }^my  of  the  vimics  an^  vic^ 
©i  yovtb  j>noce^  fi-oiin  this  qiucic  frnfe 
of  txpuUtlion,  This  it  h  ihsit  gjv^i 
^rmnflr*  aoJ  con^^mcVf  fidelity  amT^lif- 
tpicrfftfdRefa^  and  it  i^thh  that  kmdic? 
mtiitnicnt  for  flight  iiijunWf  an  J  die - 
t£i!e^  all  the  |iniieipk«  of  fanguiitaf/ 

3ut  a$  tinic  bnng$  him  fpn^'i^rij  inCp 
tht  world.  He  foons  tliftoveri  that  he 
^rly  flwr*;^  f^i"*  of  leproacli  wifh  i^i- 
iitU'.m«r;jl>I<  pairtnm  ;  that  he  b  left  un» 
Ijpjrlted  in  th<^  obfcurity  of  the  crowd ; 
^n^  i^^  whit  he  doeti  whctlier  good  or 
|^4«  foo^i  pv^*  wiy  to  ii?w  ohjefts  of 
rugifilt  Heihcfi  tafily  ftti  hlmielt'  frc« 
fi'on^  the  aiiKictTC*  of  reputation,  arjd 


feWf*>  which,  white  he  1 
finy  aw^i  w1tpo|^  any  1 
pr  adviintagf . ' 

InybutSy'it  U  c^rain^  to  fn?9l0t$ 
ri^t  and  w}t>ng  1>y  the  opinion  if  Ihe 
world,  and  inige  to  aft  jmtlicMC  ^nj 

vrtthout  fuhlkvtuting  vii  tue« 

Such    15  the  condition   of  lifc^  tli4 
fomcihing  is  ai way* wanting  tohi|>pincf$,  - 
Tn  youth  wt  have  warm  hopes  which  arjp  "> 
foor  bb^ed  by  ralhnefs  aiia  nc^Jigenc^  x 
and  gnr.tt  defigtts  which  art  ddtaied  b| 
ineK^jericnce*     In  age,  we  have  fenov*^* 
lt4ge  atid   prudence   without  fpiril   fo 
eitert,  or  motives  to  proflrtpt  them  ^  wjj 
are  able  to  p|aji  fchtnics,   aod  rceul^ti 
^eainiT5  ^  but  iuve  not  ti»P*  rtmainiltg 

Iq  bdiy;  iMfi  to  comptftipii,     '     t 
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IBcl^^ng  to  an  order  aF  cQanJ^ind,  eon^- 
dffiim^  at  lesJ^  for  ilieir  number«  to 
wKi.  1)  your  notice  h^i^  ncvtr  been  fonn* 
ajly  ejL|anded»  though  i^qualiy  tn  titled  to 
i^asd  w^h  thoic  trifii^rs  who  nave  hither- 
19  <i{||^>lied  you  with  to^icki  of  amuic-^ 
Sff^t  or  lo^fuf^ion.  I  ^m*  Mm.  Ram- 
bkvtH^lt^^y^hi^^t^^f  3j]d  a5i  every  m^n 
^K  n^Ui](ig  to  ^mjt  well  of  the  ^'lbe  in 
^^iLb  hiii  mm9  ii  reofterid,  yovi  WiU 
^gi^e  my  vaijlty  if  frriptud  you  that 
^  kaacy-li\intcf ,  howevr-r  degraded  by 
^1  il^i^c^ii^P^siindtU  tippclfi^iion  m  oui 
^iburoii^  Uagy age,  w^  known,  a$  I 
^  toUpJA  ^ncicm  E9^p«i  bv  fbc  TgDO^ 
£uui  titl^gf  C^i^t^t^^  ai|'^  H^r^pffU* 
M^  ii^tlier  ^p&  an  axiotncy  in  the 
co^r(l^  v,  w  ha  rnsirried  h  U  ata^' «  d  ^ugh- 
l^r  m  n^yet  of  »  f9fl4in?  which  he  4id 
not  ohtaiTi,  having  becii^  as  he  gfttr- 
«^r4^  d^iepyfiM^c4«  c^hQlpn  h{X  ^^^  ^^^f 

^*aJ^of  Jfrvi^c*  I  *rH3  I  he  (i|ll  off- 
&d^^  9k  ^  ma^^gl  thui  r^i^i^^ally 
StSMtdttJI^U  ^n4  tt^cfq^  €QiM  nf^hie 
^l^|^&|d  ^  inheril  much  dignity  ttJr  gf 
^|Ec]£j(|ri,  a^  U  I  had  t^c^i^  noi  fii^n 
nsit^i^/^;)!  not  likely  ev^  t^  aiui-ti 
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home,  T  nrrcr  Ucaf;J  gny  reafop  fgr  if ^ 
tion  qc  fortf  araj(>cc,  hwt  t|iat  ^  f 
ipii^  qponcy  or  Io(e  jt^  oo,r>v  i 
W>y  other  ftyk  pf  coipujipiiiatipn* 
th^t  Mr.  SneaMr  is  a  w^np  ro^»  1 
Gripe  l^l  done  his  hfufinffu  m4  i 
care  for  npWy. 

Mx  »remu  tliiovgb  oAcrfile  «»l 
{preat  pmlofg^ijcrs,  kpwr  tht  forcfc  of 
<arW  ^ca^Pi  9Uid  took  cap^  than  t|^ 
blank  Q^  V^y  underftanding  Aiot^d  w 
fiWcd  wiA  ii3Ppixirioi)8  qf  tKe  iralu^  ^ 
niQu^.  My  mother  \jW1i  upon  alj  o^- 
Cdfipn^t  tq  inculcate  fopie  (aiutary  iptf. 
OQ^ift  fpch  ^  might  incite  me  ^  l9#   * 

informed  me  that^  wc  y^ r^  ip  a  wpjjcj, 
^\iqre  «tt  fr^  omdt  ^i9i  c^blf  €0^1 
and  as  I  grew  up,  ftorect  njjf  oMlciy 
^K  (kep$r  olifayatioD^ ;  rd|^ayiic4  nie  ^ 
(tops  the  ufml  pAt^filc  CXpCPC^i  ^x  «- 
99rking  xk\X  w«||   ^  ^i^  *^  f 

Elvira  %f  qny  Qfiietibcmni,  ^U  OMU  \hl(t 

■j^rMMti^Tt.  <fafl  fcwfcWf imac  |r| 
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tfMt  I  hid  iMfMMf  w  4o  but  10  pliiib 
i^  ffSmi«>  ite^  miilft  c«fiie  i*  hifM 
^^Hf  iMKlili^*  iltleftfifiiifekiilie 


Thefe  fpleadid  cxpeaifiMNrfMlHMik 
oar  alUifll^  M  IKlee  perfons  of  confi- 
4iMM  firtvtic.  Mympther*ftauntbaa 
attended  on  a  lady*  who,  when  (he  died, 
fcwarded  her  officioufnefs  and  fidelity. 

indentuiea  and  ran  to  Tea,  from  whence, 
after  an  abfoict^1llirqryefti«y1i€  f^ 
turned  with  ten  thoMiMI  |y6dVkK^|  tfM 
(he  othei^  hitf  lured  an  heirefs  out  of  a 
window^  who  dying  of  her  ^rft;  ^hild, 
liad  left  him  her  eftate,  on  which  hit 
lived  without  any  other  can  than  tm  ool* 
left  hit  rents,  and  preferve  from  poaoh» 
ert  ^t  gaoie  which  he  could  Mi  kiM 
bimfelf. 

Thefc  hoardefi  rf  moT^y  were  viilted 
and  c«%irted  by  all  wbo  had  any  preti&nc« 
to  approach  tlum,  and  rfc<ivtd  prcfcnft 
^nd  compllmem^  fro  in  couJlnt  who 
cavild  Icacccly  tell  the  dcm*;  oHfitir  re- 
Jjifior^i  But^eh»i!  pecini^r  advantagra 
whkh  encouraged  ua  tP  hoy^#  that  ^t 
ffiauld!  by  il«f  rt««  {uppkiit  our  compc- 
tit  Off.  My  f'^Uierj  uy  bis  proffltiofii 
road*  feimfrlf  necfftary  in  their  affalrsj 
for  tH«  failor  and  me  ctiamberTn3i'!j  he 
^nttuifid  oue  morCgage?  arid  ieeujit>i, 
'  an^  wrote  bdnJA  and  fOrjfrm^Sj  and  had 
endeared  hirtifetf  to  tlit  old  womani  who 

without  cotiluMiig  faim^  by  (nformm^ 
lier^  that  ^r  ckhfr^r  w^E  on  the  point  vt 
l^nkiuj^cy,  and  port^ing  r<?«xpet^tiyu£- 
1^  With  an  floie^fic^A^  m^i  ^H  the  othtr 
•tedltor*  wftrr  itfi^iidcd, 

To  ttf  fquire  b&  was  a  kind  of  fUw- 
ardf  a  Da  had  tiifiiti^uUtitd  Kjmf'eir  iii 
lij«  office  by  hit  addrefs  in  raiflng  the 
tvnt^f  his  ki flexibility  in  diftrertiTi|  tjip 
firJy  tenants  I  and  ins  acutenef^  in  ioi- 
iiTig  tW  panfh  fiee  fa^m  bunbenfome 
irtivflybitantSjh  by  ihifttn^  itiefli  off  ^o  fomc 
©fW  kttUmtnt. 

HMj^efs  linade  fi'eqtiett!  aftcndance 
itfbcdCn)'^  trwft  ibf^n  pr«€l>lced  intimacy  j 
jftlld  fUc4^itr^  £Ave  J  claim  tq  ktlldnef  &  ^  (q 
that  wc  hiti  oppMtiihity  to  pra^iie  ad 
t^e  arts  «f  Iflttcry  arlc]  cndearmem^  My 
rftofbcr,   *#h»  c^uld  not    i^jpport  the 

|M«  that  all  dc&  fonunti'mcREld'  ccn- 


wn6  that  it  itoomf^ltaUe  tpJUi^ 
^HattwiMhinatlieriiaifgBiv  • 

Slie  iraMdiBtb^  iMa  wMcDta't* 
Ae  ^tfkMftrddaiHty  ^f  aheifaaiicy^niii 
the  dofeft  attcmMh  lir  pR>$t«  At  «il 
a[^«Hieiix>fhv  loyt  an  l|k>MiNi|air.th« 
iwld^  oralwinmig  hi  thtMi*!^  € 
wat  contriving  foroenew  method  of  nay- 
ing  my  court)  inquiring  the  age  otmjr 
future  bepcfaaors^  orcpofidoiog  how 

If  our  ^agemefs  of  money  could  hatv 
iMft)  AdSlflld  ^khh  thV  p^^fliont  of  anj 
0(^t  df  mtf  ftfflliMi^j  4fey  might  perhaps 
have  been  obtained  |  but  as  it  was  im« 
poffihlf  tp  be  alwaya..  fMneient  with  ail 
three,  omr  4onof>tt^or|wir«  bufy  to  ef. 
liKt  any  traca  of  affcAioti  which  we 
nwght  have  left  behind;  and  fioce  there 
wac  A«r/oii  any  pafr^  IMi  fupeqoritf 
of  nHfit  «r  #auM  mfdrat  Konftant  and 
unihaken  preference,  whoever  was  the 
iaft  that  flattered  or  obliged,  had,  for  a 
time,  th^  «4cf]idant»  . 

My  relations  maintained  a  regular 
exchange  of  cpuf  tclv*  toQJ^  cw^  T»  fi^la 
no  occtfioa  of  con  do  fence  tit  congi^n^ 
ktioi>j  and  ftnt  prfrfsiiits  at  ftated  rw^^ 
btU  had  in  t^ieir  lifarcfi  nt^t  inuTrF^etfetfiKi 
for  Qfw  aoother.  The  Te^im^an  taiolit^ 
with  conteihpt  wp»n  t^jt  fqiujc,  f^  a 
milk  fop  aiid  a  lai^dman,  vtho  hj^di  Ijvic^ 
withatu  knovPing  the  points!  of  tlie  c^tn-' 
pafs,  or'  feeing  ^ny  ptn  of  tUe,  wofil 
beyt^nd  the  county-lowni  anil^Jicoeiw 
they  met ^  wau|d  ptk  on'ohglt^de  atid 
latitudc^j  ^nd  circle*  atld  tro pi eks  ,.>Voukl 
fcai  cely  itW  hkn  the  hour  without  Jbniii 
mention  of  the  (^onioti  and  [tteri(^n^ 
nor  iKew  bim  the  nt^wa  wittiout  ifeteftjii^ 
his  jgrtfrt 

COlHltlic^. 


hi^  igitiirtHvc  of  the  /ituatKU)  of  ol 


1!2 


Zhc  fqulre  tpnfiderecf  the  ftiHor  as  a 
ujKoitivMed  f^vai|e,  w'th  iiltW 
more  of  Kurrnn  ih^n  his  for mj  atid  d^ 
verted  himftlf  with  hi*  Ignoranct  ol  gfl 
oammon  oWfri  an^altiiiEf  ^hcn  he 
could  perfuadit  hiiti  lo  go  ii^lo  the  ^]^ 
he  ajw^s  eKpjjfifd  him  to  the  fportfTiiCT»| 
by  icnding  him  m  loot  fof  gaJiic  in  itji- 
L^rcpcr  pla««£  j  and  oncc  pre%'ai}ctl  ilpop 
11  im  to  be  of  el  en  tat  the  i^^e^t  oiAy  tViC 
he  tBight  itiow  t!te  genilknii'o  how  a  t^u* 
lor  rit  5tpQti  a  Iiorfe,  ' 

The  M  gtMYt^wmm  ttfmiflftit'hefftliF 
wift/  ihati  hoih,  for  fhe  jjypd  «pth  n« 
ftiTSnt  bat  a  maidj  and  faved*  her  itrn* 
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Hey.  Tbe  olfaat  fiwe  indeed  ibfficienU 
•ly  fregid^  but  file  Si^iun  could  mt  hit 
%ndiaiit  <iogs  and  borfety  and  die  tailor 
jyter  apfiered  the  day  ta  paft  bat  over 
abowl  of  punchy  towhicby  at  he  waa 
ii4t  cfitkaf  in  the  choice  of  hit  oompany» 
vwry  nan  was  welcome  thafcoukS  roar. 
mt  a  catchy  or  tell  a  ftory* 

AU  thefe^  bowtoreiv  I  wat  to  p1ea(e{ 
ai^  aiduona  taiki^  but  what  wdi  niot 


yoath  and  tfaricfe  n  wlf  rtltn  ?  I  bad  aa 
uarrfifiin|;  fopptowft  of  ttm^p  and  as 
nnfatiabie  wiflifor  richeti  I  waa  prrpe* 
tually  inftigatod  by  the  aaobitian  of  ^, 
parents,  and  afiiftra  ofcafengjN  by  chictf 
iitftmAiont*  Whattfaeie  aanmagea 
enabled  me  to  performj  ihali  be  JloM  lA 
ibeiieit  letter  of» 

Youn>  &c. 

Captatoh* 
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MIL   Ml ai  04*    TlVaSy   DICIt    FOIT  FATA    DATVlf  affy 
H  MOM  lirtAMIl^  tCIly   MAEOy   ^JVIO  COPIAIf* 

TOVVS  TOLD  MIy  UAlOy  WBlLtT  YOtf  LlTt« 
TOV*0  MOT  A  SIHGt.B  VSNMY  ClVty 

»«T  THAT  WH«kfa*aa  Toa  cmamcb  to  aia^ 

Y0V*0  LtAVa  A   MAllDtOMB  LlO^CTt 

Tov  irotT  aa  mad  aaroMO  aaoRttt, 
ar  MT  MaxT  wita  too  cammot  coati* 

Wm  Lawit« 


MAaT* 


TO  TBI   HAMBLIR. 


tia. 


YOU,  who  muft  have  obfenred die 
inclination  which  almoft  every 
many  howerer  unaAive  or  inii^ificanr» 
difcovera  of  rq>re(bnting  his  life  as  dif- 
tingniflied  t>y  extraordinary  erents,  will 
not  wonder  that  Captator  thinks  his 
narrative  important  enough  to  be  conti- 
jiood.  Nothing  is  more  comnjon  than 
for  thofe  to  teaze  their  companiona  with 
their  hifbry,  who  have  neitner  done  nor 
fuffectd  any  thing  that  can  excite  curio- 
fity,  or  afford  inftru^oii. 

As  I  was  -taught  to  flatter  with  the 
frft  efiiiys  oCijpeech,  and  had  very  early 
loft  every  other  paflion  in  the  defire  dT 
moatji  I  beg^n  my  tnirruit  with  omens 
of  focceTsi  for  I  divided  my  oflic)ou(beI¥ 
fejttdiciooily  among  mif  rebtions,  that 
I  waa  equally  the  favourite  of  al! .  When 
•nv  of  them  entered  thf  door^  I  went  to 
Vwcome  him  with  raptures  i  when  he 
Hiant  away,  I  hung  down  'my  head, 
Vid  fometimei  intreated  to  go  with 
l^m  with  fo  'much  importunity,  diat  I 
tery  nartowty  efalped  a  confent  which 
I  dreaded  in  my  heart.  When  at  an 
tnnual  entv tainmc^t  they  were  all  to- 

Sther,  I  Imd  a  harder  ttik ;  but  plied 
em  fo  impartially  with  carefles,  that 
none  could  charge  me  with  negleA :  and 
when  tbey  were  wearied  with  my  fbnd* 


nels  and  civiljttes,  I  was  always  difmifled 
with  money  to  buy  playthings. 

Life  cannot  be  kept  at  a  ftand  i  the 
years  of  innocence  and  prattle  were  foom 
at  an  end,  and  other  qualificatioAkwerb  ' 
neceflfaryto  recommeitd  me  to  cbnrinn^  ' 
ance  of  kindnefa.  It  luckily  happened 
that  none  of  my  friends  baa  high  no* 
tions  of  book-learning*  Tbe  faUoir 
bated  to  fee  tall  boys  flitit  up  in  a  fcfaooU 
when  they  might  more  properly  be  fee* 
ing  the  world,  and  making  their  for- 
tunes{  and  was  of  opinion,  that  When 
the  fiiil  rules  of  arithmetick  wereknown^ 
all  that  was  neceifary  to  make  a  man 
complete  might  be  learned  on  fhip-board* 
Tbe  fquire  only  indfttc*,  that  fb  much 
fcholarfhip  was  indifpcnfably  necefltrj^ 
as  might  confer  ability  to  draw  a  leaie 
and  read  the  court-hands  j  and  the  old 
chambermaid  declared  loudly  her  con* 
tempt  of  books,'  and  her  opinion  that 
they  only  took  the  head  off  the  'maid 
chance. 

To  unite,  as  well  as  we  could,  aQ 
their  fyftems,  I  was  bred  at  home.  Hiwdlk 
waa  taught  to  believe,  that  I  followed 
his  directions,  and  I  gained  likowifr,  at 
my  mother  obferved,  this  ^dv^taec^ 
that  I  was  always  in  the  wayj  for  flio 
had  known  many  favourite  diUdreii  >■ 
fei^t  to  fchools  or  academies^  and  iiit^ 
got^n. 

Ai  I  gnw  fitter  to  be  (Vufted  to  sny 
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ovnt  difhrtion,  I  was  often  difpatched 
upon  vinous  pretences  to  vifit  my  rela- 
tions, with  dire£lions  fix)m  my  parents 
how  to  ingratiate  myfelf,  and  drive  away 
competitors. 

I  was,  from  my  infancy,  confidered 
by  the  failor  asapromiling  genius,  be- 
cau(e  I  liked  punch  better  than  wine ; 
and  I  took  care  to  improve  this  prepof- 
ieflion  by  continual  enquiries  about  the 
artof  naTJeation,  thp  degree  of  heat  and 
cold  in  difTCi"ent  climates,  the  profits  of 
trade,  and  the  dangers  of  (hipwreck.  I 
admired  the  courage  of  the  feamen,  and 
gained  his  heart  by  importuning  him 
lor  a  recital  of  his  adventures,  and  a 
fizht  of  his  foreign  curiofities.  I  li(Un- 
ca  with  an  appearance  of  clofe  attention 
to  ftories  which  I  could  already  repeat^ 
and  at  the  dofe  never  failed  to  exprefs 
my  refolution  to  viHt  diitant  countries, 
and  my  contempt  of  the  cowards  and 
drones  that  fpend  all  their  lives  in  their 
native  partfti ;  though  I  had  in  reality 
no  defire  of  any  thing  but  money,  nor 
ever  felt  the  ftiraulations  of  curiofity  or 
ardour  of  adventure^  tmt  would  con« 
tentedly  have  pafled  the  years  of  Neftor 
in  receiving  rents>  and  lending  upon 
mortgaees. 

The  Tquire  I  was  able  to  pleafe  with 
lefs  hypocrify,  for  I  really  thought  it 
pleafant  enougli  to  kill  the  game  and 
eat  it.  Some  arts  of  falfehood,  bow- 
ever,  the  hunger  of  gold  perfuaded  me  to 
pi-aiElife,  by  which,  though  no  other 
mifchief  was  produced,  the  purity  of  my 
tUoughts  was  vitiated,  and  the  reverence 
for  troth  gradually  deftroyed.  I  iome- 
times  purchafed  ftfh,  and  pretended  to 
have  cauffht  them ;  I  hired  tne  country. 
men  to  Siew  me  partridges,  and  then 
gave  my  uncle  mtelligence  of  their 
haunt|  I  learned  the  feats  of  hares  at 
night,  and  difcowred  them  in  the  sioni- 
ing  with  a  lagacity  that  raifod  the  woa-v 
der  and  envy  of  old  fportfown.  One 
only  ob(lni£tioii  to  the  advancement  of 
my  reputation  I  could  never  fullv  fur- 
mount;  I  was  natura!ly  a  cowanf,  and 
wis  therefore  always  left  ihamefiiily 
behind,  when  chert  was  a  necefVipr  to  leap 
a  hedge,  to  I'wim  a  liver,  or  force  the 
horfes  toth;>rutmoftfpc«d;batastheic 
exigencies  did  not  frtxjtiently  happen, 
I  maintained  my  honour  witn  Itimcicnt 
Aiccefs,  and  was  never  left  out  of  a 
bunting  party. 

The  old  clbmbermaid  was  not  (b  cer- 
tainly, nor  fo  eafiiy  pl^fed,  for  flie  hid 


no  predominant  paflion  but  avance,  and 
was  therefore  cold  and  inaccelTible.  Slie 
had  no  conception  of  any  virtue  in  a 
young  man  but  that  of  faving  his  mrt- 
nry.  When  flic  heaid  of  my  exploits 
in  the  field,  flie  would  fliake  her  head, 
inquire  how  much  I  fliould  be  the  richer* 
for  all  my  performances,  and  lament 
that  fuch  foms  (houklbe  ipcnt  upon  dogs ' 
and  horfes.  If  the  failor  told  her  of 
my  inclination  to  ti-avel,  flic  was  fure 
there  was  no  place  like  England,  and 
could  not  imagine  why  any  man  that 
can  live  in  his  own  countrv  (hould  leave 
it.  This  fuUcnandfi'igid  oeing  I  found 
means  however  to  propitiate  by  frequent 
commendations  of  frugality,  and  per- 
petual can;  to  zyM  expencc. 

From  the  failor  was  our  firft  and  moft 
coniiderable  expectation;  for  he  was 
richer  than  the  chambermaid,  and  older 
than  the  fquire.  He  was  fo  awkward 
and  bftflifiil  among  women,  that  we 
concluded  him  iecure  from  matrimony ; 
and  the  noify  fondnefs  with  which  he 
uied  to  wrlcome  mc  to  his  houfe,  made 
us  imagine  that  he  would  look  out  for 
no  other  heir,  and  that  we  had  nothing 
to  do  but  wait  patiently  for  his  death. 
But  in  the  miaft  of  our  triumph,  my 
uncle  iahited  us  one  morning  with  a 
cry  of  tnmfport,  and  clipping  his  bind 
hsud  on  my  (boulder,  told  me  I  was  m 
happy  fellow  to  have  a  friend  like  him 
in  tlie  worU,  for  be  camt  to  fit  me  out 
for  a  voyase  with  one  of  bis  old  acquatn* 
tances.  i  fumed  pile  and  trembled  \ 
Toy  father  told  bini»  that  be  believed  my 
conilitution  not  fitted  to  the  fea;  and 
my  mother,  burfling  imo  tears,  cried  out, 
that  her  heart  would  break  if  ibe  loft 
rac.  AU  this  had  no  effect  \  the  failor 
was  wholly  rafulceptive  of  the  fofrer 
pafBoos,  and,  without  regard  to  tears 
or  argisments,  periifted  in  his  refolution 
to  vDxkt  roe  a  man. 

We  were  obliged  to  comply  in  ap* 
pearancc,  and  preparations  were  accord- 
ing made.  I  took  leave  of  my  friends 
with  great  alacrity,  proclaimed  the  be- 
neficence of  my  uncle  with  the  bigheft 
firaios  of  gratitude,  and  rejoiced  at  the 
opportunity  now  put  into  my  hands  of 
gratifving  my  thim  of  knowKdge.  But 
a  we«K  bdfore  the  day  appointed  for  my 
departure,  I  fell  fick  by  my  moUjer's  di- 
rection, and  refufed  all  food  but  what  (be 
privately  brought  m<|  whenever  my 
uncle  viiited  me  I  was  lethargick  or  de* 
lirioos^  but  took  care  in  my  raving  fits 
3K  to 
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to  talk  inceflkntly  of  travel  and  mtr- 
cbandirc.  The  room  was  kept  dark ; 
.  the  table  was  filled  with  vials  and  galJi- 
pota;  my  mother  was  with  difEculty 
perfuaded  not  to  endanger  her  life  with 
iu)£lumal  attendance;  my  father  lament- 
ed the  lofs  of  the  profits  of  the  voyage  j 
and  fuch  fuperfluity  of  artifices  viras 
employed*  as  perhaps -might  havedifco- 
vered  the  cheat  to  a  man  of  penetration. 
But  the  Tailor,  unacquainted  with  fub- 
tilties  and  flratagemsy  was  eafUy  delud- 
ed i  and  as  the  ihip  could  not  ftay  for 
my  recovery,  fold  the  cargo*  and  left 
me  to  re-e(tibli(h  my  health  at.Ieifure. 

I  was  fent  to  regain  my  fle(h  in  a 
purer  air,  left  it  fhould  appear  never  to 
have  been  ¥^fted,  and  in  two  months 
returned  to  deplore  my  difappointment. 
My  uncle  pitied  my  dejection,  and  bid 
me  prepare  myfelf  againft  next  year,  for 
no  land -lubber  (hould  touch  his  money. 
A  reprieve  however  was  obtained,  and 
perhaps  fome  new  ftiatagem  might  have 
fiicceeded  another  fprlngj  but  my  uncle 
unhappily  made  amorous  advances  to 
my  mother's  maid,  who,  to  promote  fo 
advantageous  a  match,  diicovered  the 
fccret,  with  which  only  (he  had  been  in- 


trufted.  He  ftormed,  and  raved, 
declaring  that  he  would  have  hcirt  of 
his  own,'  and  not  give  his  fubftance  to 
cheats  and  cowards,  married  the  girl  ia 
two  days,  and  has  now  four  children.' 

Cowardice  is  always  fcomed,  and  de- 
ceit universally  detefted.  I  found  n«r 
friends,  if  not  wholly  alienated,  at  lew 
cooled  in  their  afie£lion;  the  (quire, 
thoufi;h  he  did  not  wholly  difcard  nie, 
was  Tefs  fond«  and  often  inquired  whe« 
I  would  go  to  Tea.  I  was  obliged  to 
bear  his  infults,  and  endeavoured  to 
rekindle  his  kindnefs  by  aiBduity  and 
refpe^b ;  but  all  my  care  was  vain  5  be 
di€d  without  a  will,  and  the  elbite  de- 
volved to  the  legal  heir. 

Thus  has  the  folly  of  my  parents 
condemned  me  to  fpend  in  flattery  and 
attendance  thole  years  in  which  I  might 
have  been  qualified  to  place  my felf  above 
hope  or  tear.  I  am  arrived  at  manhood 
without  any  ufeful  art  or  generous  fen- 
timent;  and,  if  the  old  woman  (hould 
•likewife  at  lad  deceive  me,  am  in  dan- 
ger at  once  of  beggary  and  ignorance. 
I  am.  Sec, 

Caftator. 
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colla,  nbc  intlgni  splxnoet  pbr  cincula  morsu; 
sbd  nova  si  mcri  vidzas  miracula  saxi) 
tunc  superat  pulchros  cultut,  xt  q.uic^uid  xois 
indus  littorlbut  rubra  scrutatvr  in  alga. 

Claudxamvi. 

OBSCU^RE,   tJNPRTt^D,    AND    DARK,   THE  MAGNET  LlESy 
von   LURES   THE   SEARCH  OV  AVARICIOUS   XY£S, 
N»R  BINDS  THE  NXCK,  NOR   SPARKLXS  IN   THE  HAIR, 
NOR  DIGNIFIXS  THE   GREAT,  NOR   DECKS  THE  FAIR. 
BUT  SEARCH   THE  WONDERS  OF   THE  DU8K.T  STONE, 
AND  OWN   ALL   GLORIES  OP   THE  MINE  OUTDONE, 
BACH  GRACE  OF   FORM,    EACH  ORNAMENT  OP   STATE, 
THAT  DECKS  THE  FAIR,    OR   DIGNIPXES  THE    GREAT. 


TO  THB   RAMBLER. 
CIR» 

THOUGH  you  have  feldom  dS- 
greAed  from  moral  fuhje£ls,  I 
foppofe  you  are  not  fo  rigorous  or  cyni- 
cal as  to  deny  the  value  or  ufetulnefs 
of  natural  philofophy^  or  to  have  lived 
in  this  age  of  inquiry  and  experiment, 
vithout  any  attention  to  the  wonders 
tvtry  day  produced  by  the  pokeis  of 


magnetifm  and  the  wheels  of  eleflricity. 
At  leaft,  I  may  be  allowed  to  hops 
that,  fmce  nothing  is  more  contrary  to 
moral  excellence  than  envy,  you  will 
Dot  refufe  to  promote  the  moral  happi* 
De(s  of  others,  merely  becaufe  you  can- 
not partake  of  their  enjoyments. 

In  confidence,  thererorc,  that  your  ig* 
norance  has  not  made  yon  an  enemy  to 
knowledge,  I  offer  you  the  honour  of 
ijitroducmg  to  the  n^ice  of  the  publicly 
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•n  ^deptf  who  haTins^  long  laboured  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind,  is  not  willing^ 
like  too  many  of  his  pi-edeccflbrs,  to 
conceal  his  iecrets  in  the  grave. 

Many  have  fignalized  themfelves  by 
tneiting  their  elates  in  crucibles*  I 
was  born  to  no  fortune,  and  therefore 
had  only  my  mind  and  body  to  devote 
to  knowledge,  and  the  gratitude  of  po- 
fterity  will  atteft,  that  neither  mind  nor 
body  have  been  fpared.  I  have  fat 
whole  weelcs  without  ileep  by  the  fide 
of  an  athanor,  to  watch  the  moment  of 
proje^ion  ;  I  have  made  the  firil  expe- 
riment in  nineteen  diving  engines  of 
Dew  conftnifUon  $  I  have  fallen  eleven 
times  fpeechlefs  under  the  Ihock  of  elec- 
tricity j  I  have  twice  diilocated  my 
limbs,  and  once  fra6lured  my  flcull,  in 
eifaying  to  fly ;  and  four  times  endan- 
gered my  life  by  fubmitting  to  the 
transfufion  of  blood. 

In  the  firft  period  of  my  ftudies,  I 
exerted  the  powers  of  my  body  more 
than  thofe  'of  my  mind,  and  was  not 
without  hopes  that  fame  might  be  pur- 
chafed  by  a  few  broken  bones  without 
the  toil  of  thinking  $  but  having  been 
fliattered  by  fome  violent  experiments, 
and  conftraincd  to  confine  myielf  to  my 
books,  I  pafied  fix  and  thirty  years  in 
fearching  the  treafures  of  ancient  wif- 
dom,  but  am  at  laft  amply  recompenfed 
fbr  all  my  perfcverance. 

The  curiofity  of  the  prefent  race  of 
philofophers  having  been  long  exercifed 
upon  eleftricity,  has  been  lately  trans- 
formed to  magnetifin  ;  the  qualities  of 
the  loadftone  have  been  inveftigated,  if 
not  with  much  advantage,  yet  with 
great  applaule;  and  as  the  higheft  praife 
of  art  is  to  imitate  nature,  I  hope  no 
man  will  think  the  makers  of  artificial 
ma^ets  celebrated  or  reverenced  above 
their  dcferts. 

I  have  for  forae  time  employed  myfelf 
in  the  fame  praftice,  but  with  deeper 
knowledge  and  more  extenfive  views. 
While  my  contemporaries  were  touch- 
ing needles  and  raifing  weights,  or  bufy- 
uig  themfelves  with  inclination  and  va- 
riation, I  have  been  examining  thofe 
(qualities  of  magnetifm  which  may  be 
applied  to  the  accommodation  and  nap- 
pmefs  of  common  life.  I. have  kft  to 
inferior  underftandlngs  the  care  of  con- 
ducing the  failor  through  the  hazards 
of  the  ocean,  and  referved  to  myf^lF  the 
more  difficult  and  illuftrious  province  of 
prefei-viog  the  connubial  compad  from 


violation,  and  fetting  mankind  free  tor 
ever  fh)m  the  danger  of  fuppofititious 
children,  and  the  torments  of  fruitlefs 
vigilance  and  anxious  fulpicion. 

To  defraud  any  man  of  his  due  praife 
is  unworthy  of  a  philofopher ;  I  fhall 
therefore  openly  confefs,  that  I  owe  the 
firft  hint  of^this  ineftimable  fecret  to  the 
Rabbi  Abraham  Ben  Hannafe,  who,  in 
his  treatife  of  precious  ftones,  has  left 
this  account  of^the  magneto  KO^OK'^Kpny 
&c.     *  The  calamita,  or  loadftonc  that 

*  atn-afts  iron,  produces  many  bad  fan- 

*  talies  in  man.     Women  fly  from  this 

*  ftone.  If  therefore  any  bufband  be 
'  difturbed  with  jealoufy,  and  feai*  icUt 

*  his  wife  converges  with  other  men*,  let 

*  him  lay  this  ftone  upon  her  while  fhe 

*  is  afteep.     If  fhe  be  pure,  fhe  will^ 

*  when  fhe  awakes,  clafp  hei*  hufband 

*  fondly  in  her  arms  j  but  if  fhe  be  guilty, 

*  fhe  will  fall  out  of  bed,  and  run  away.* 
When  firft  I  read  this  wonderful  paf^- 

fage,  I  could  not  eafily  conceive  why  it 
had  remained  hitherto  unregarded  in 
fuch  a  zealous  competition  for  magnetic 
cal  fame.  It  would  furely  be  unjuft  to 
I'ufpeC  that  any  of  the  candidates  are 
ftrangers  to  the  name  or  works  of  Rabbi 
Abraham,  or  to  conclude,  from  a  latt 
cdift  of  the  Royal  Society  in  favour  of 
the  Englifli  language,  that  phllofophy 
and  literature  aie  no  lon^r  to  a£l  in 
concert.  Yet,  how  fhould  a  quality  Co  ' 
ufeful  efcape  promulgation  but  by  the 
obfcurity  of  the  language  in  which  it 
was  delivered  ?  Why  are  footmen  and 
chambermaids  paid  on  every  tide  for 
keeping  fecrets  which  no  caution  nor  cx- 
pencc  could  fecure  from  the  alUpeneti-at- 
ing  magnet?  Or,  why  are  fb  many 
witnefTes  fummoned,  and  fb  many  arti- 
fices praftifed,  to  difcover  what  io  eafy 
an  expenment  would  infallibly  reveal  ? 

Fullv  of  tl>is  perplexity,  I  read  thft 
lines  of  Abraham  to  a  friend,  who  ad - 
vifcd  me  not  to  expofe  my  life  by  a  mad 
indulgence  of  the  love  offamej  he  warned 
me  by  tlie  fate  of  Orpheus,  that  know- 
ledge or  ^nius  could  give  no  protection 
to  the  invader  of  female  prerogaiives  ; 
aflured  me  that  neither  the  armour  of 
Achilles,  nor  the  antidote  of  Mithri- 
dates,  would  be  able  to  preferve  me  j  and 
coiinfclled  me,  if  I  could  not  live  with- 
out reno-.vn,  to  attempt  the  acquifiricn 
of  unlverfal  empire,  in  which  the  honour 
would  perhaps  be  equal,  and  the  dan« 
ger  certainly  be  lefs. 

I,  a  folitary  ftudent,  pretend  not  to 
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much  knoWlcd^  of  the  world,  but  am 
unwilling  to  think  it  (6  generally  cor- 
ritpt,  as  that  a  fcheme  for  the  deteflion 
or  incontinence  (hould  bring  any  danger 
upon  it's  inrenbor.  My  friend  hat  uj- 
deed  told  me,  that  all  the  women  will 
be  my  enemies,  and  that  however  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  widi  hopes  of  defence  &om 
the  men,  I  (hall  certainly  find  myielf 
dtferted  in  die  hour  of  danger.  Of  the 
Toung  men,  (aid  he,  fome  will  be  afraid 
of  (baring  the  difgrace  of  their  mothers, 
and  fome  the  danger  of  their  mitlreilesi 
of  thofe  who  are  married,  part  are  al* 
i-eady  convinced  of  the  falfehood  of  their 
wives,  and  part  (hut  their  eyes  to  avoid 
eonvi^ion  {  few  ever  (ought  for  virtue 
hi  marriage,  and  thertfoit  few  wilt 
try  whether  the}*  have  found  it«  Ai- 
moft  every  man  is  carelefs  or  timorous, 
and  to  truft  is  eafier  and  (afer  than  to 
examine. 

Thereobf9rrationsdi(coun^ed  me  till 
I  began  to  confider  what  reception  I  was 
Tilcety  to  And  among  the  fauiies,  whom 
I  liave  reviewsd  under  th6  three  cla(!es  of 
maids,  wiyes,  and  widows,  and  cannot 
but  hope  that  I  may  obtain  fome  coun- 
tenance  anaong  them.  The  (ingle  la- 
dies I  foppoie  unlverfally  ready  to  pa- 
tronize my  method,  by  which  connubial 
wickedneis  may  be  detefled,  (irxe  no 
woman  marries  with  a  previous  defign  to 
be  imfaithful  to  her  hufband.  Ami  to 
keep  them  fteady  in  my  caufe,  I  promi(e 
never  to  (ell  one  of  my  msug;nets  to  a 
man  who  fteals  a  girl  from  fchool  $  mar- 
ries a  woman  forty  years  younger  than 
himfelf  5  or  employs  the  authority  of 
parents  to  obtain  a  wife  without  her  own 
confcnr. 

Among  the  married  ladies,  notwitH- 
(laftding  the^  infmuations  of  (lander,  I 
yet  refolve  to  believe,  that  the  greater 
part  are  my  friends,  and  am  at  leaft 
convinced,  that  they  who'  demand  the 
teft,  and  appear  on  my  (ide,  will  fup- 
ply,  by  then*  fpirit,  the  deficiency  of 
their  numbers,  and  that  their  enemies 
will  (brink  and  quake  at  the  fi^ht  of  a 
magnet,  as  the  (laves  of  Scytnia  fled 
from  the  fcouige. 

The  widows  will  be  confederated  In 
my  favoui-  by  their  cui*iofity,  if  out  by 


their  virtue)  for  it  may  be  ob(cnrcd,  tbie 
women  who  have  outlived  their  huf- 
bands,  always  think  them(elves  entitled 
to  fuperintend  the  conduct  of  youn^ 
wives;  and  as  they  are  themfelves  in  no 
danger  from  this  magnetick  trial,  I  (hall 
txpi&.  them  to  be  eminently  and  una« 
niinoudy  zealous  in  i-ecommending  it. 

With  thefe  liopes  I  (hall,  in  a  ikort 
timc,ofler  to  fale  magnets  armed  with  a 
particular  metallick  compofition,  which 
concentrates  their  virtue,  and  determines 
their  agency.  It  is  known  that  theefli- 
cacy  of  die  magnet,  in  common  opera- 
Hons,  depends  much  upon  it*s  armature  i 
and  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  llone, 
naked  or  cafed  only  in  the  common 
manner,  will  difcover  the  virtues 
a(cribed  to  it  by  Rabbi  Abraham.  The 
(ecret  of  this  metal  Khali  carefully  con- 
ceal, and  therefore  am  not  afraid  of 
imitators,  nor  fliall  trouble  the  o£Bccs 
with  folicitation  for  a  patent; 

I  (hall  (ell  them  of  different  fizes,  and 
various  degrees  of  (hiength.  I  have 
fome  of  a  bulk  proper  to  be  hung  at  the 
hed*s  head,  as  Icare-crows,  and  fome  A» 
(mall  that  they  may  be  eafily  concealed. 
Some  I  have  ground  into  oval  forms  to 
be  hung  at  watches;  and  (bme,  for  the 
curious,  I  have  fet  in  wedding-rings, 
that  ladies  may  never  want  an  atteftation 
of  their  innocence.  Some  I  can  pro- 
duce fo  flum(h  and  inert,  that  they  will 
not  aft  b^re  the  third  failure;  and 
others  (b  vigorous  and  animated,  that 
they  exert  their  influence  againfl  unkw- 
ful  wi(bes,  if  they  have  been  willingly 
and  deliberately  indulged.  As  it  is  my 
practice  honeftly  to  tell  my  cuAomers 
the  properties  of  my  magnets,  I  can 
)udfp  by  their  choice  of  the  deUcacy  o£ 
their  fentinnenh.  Many  have  been  con- 
tented to  fpare  coft  by  purcha(ing  only 
the  loweft  de^ee  of  elHcacy,  and  all 
have  (farted  with  terror  firom  thofe  which 
operate  upon  the  thought.  One  young 
lady  only  fltted  on  a  nng  of  the  wrong* 
eft  energy,  and  declared  that  (he  fcomed 
to  feparate  her  wi(hes  from  her  aftt,  or 
allow  herfelf  to  think  what  flic  was 
forbidden  to  pra£Uie.    I  am,  &c. 
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HCMO  PKTIT  MOOlCIt  qjOA  MZTTlCBAlfTUll  AMICIt 
ASLNECAy    Q.UJB  PItO   BONUly    qVA  COTTA  SOLBBAT 
I.AECIEI9    MBMPE  CT   TITULII  BT  PASCIBUt  OLllC 
MAJOE    HABBBATOE  DONAMDl  CrOElA  ;    SOLUM 
rOStlMUt  VT  COBNES  CIVILlTEBJ    ROC  F ACZy  BT  BtTOy 
ktTO)  VT  MVMC  MOLTI,  DXTBI   TSBl,  PAVPBB  AMICJE. 

MO  MAW  BXFBCTt  (rOE  WHO  tO  MtfCR  A  tOT 

WHO  IfAS'TBB  TIMES  HB  LIVEt  IN    10  POB.COT  ?) 

WHAT  IBMBCA,    WHAT   PISO  UI*D  TO  IBMD, 

TOBA'ltEy    OB   TO  tUPPOET  A  IINKIMG  PBXEND. 

THOflB  QOOLIKB  MBKy  TO  wAmTINC  VIETUB  KINOy 

BOVKTY  WBLL  PX.AC*Oy  PEBf  BEB*Dy  AND  WJLL  DBElGN^Py 

TO  ALL  THBIE  TITLB89    ALL  THAT  HBIGHT  OP  PQW't, 

WHICH  TVENETHB  BBAlHf  OP  POOLly  AND  POOLE  ALONE  ADOlt^ 

WHEN   YpUE  POOB  CLIENT  1%  COMDBMK*D  T'  ATTBMO, 

*T1S  ALL  WB    AIK,    BBCZIVB  HIM  Al  A  PEIBNO: 

PBtCBMP  TOTHISy   AND  THEN  WB  AtK  NO  MOEB| 

BZCH  TO  YOVBtBLPy    TO  ALL  BBtlDB  BE  POOB. 

Bowl  St. 


TO  THE   HAMBLER. 
ME.  BAMBLBBy 

SU  C  H  U  the  tcnderncft  or  infiimity 
of  many  minds,  that  when  any  af- 
fli6Uon  Qppreffes  them,  they  have  imme- 
diate recourfe  to  lamentation  and  com- 
plaint, which,  though  it  can  only  be 
allowed  reafonable  when  evils  admit  of 
remedy,  and  then  onlv  when  addrefled 
to  thoTe  from  whom  the  remedy  is  ex- 
peded,  yet  Teems  even  in  hopeleft  and 
incurable  diftrelTes  to  be  natural,  iince 
thofe  by  whom  it  is  not  indulged,  ima- 
gine that  they  give  a  proof  of  extraor- 
dinary fortitude  by  fuppi^fllng  it. 

I  am  one  of  thofe  who,  with  the 
Sancho  of  Cervantes,  leave  to  higher 
charafters  the  merit  of  I'uffciing  in  fi- 
ience,  and  give  vent  without  fcruple  to 
any  Ibrrow  that  fwells  in  my  heart,  ft 
b  therefore  to  me  a  fevere  aegi*avation 
of  a  calamitv,  when  it  is fuch-as  in  the 
common  opmion  will  not  jufbfy  the 
icerbit  V  of  exclamation,  or  fupport  the 
folemmty  of  vocal  grief.  Yet  many 
pains  ai-e  incident  to  a  man  of  delicacy, 
which  the  unfeeling  workl  cannot  oe 
perfuaded  to  pity,  and  which,  when 
thev  are  feparated  from  their  peculiar 
ana  perfonal  ciixumftances,  will  never 
be  confidered  as  important  enough  to 
claim  attention,  or  deferve  redrefs. 

Of  this  kind  will  appear  to  grofs  and 
vulgar appiehenfion^,  the  miferies  which 
I  endured  in  a  morning  vifit  to  Prolperoy 
a  mtn  lately  raifed  to  wealth  by  a  lucky 


projefV,  and  too  much  intoxicated  by" 
fudden  elevation,  or  too  little  poliihed 
b^  thought  and  converfation,  to  enjoy 
his  prefent  fortune  with  tUtgaoce  and 
decency. 

We  let  out  in  the  world  together  {  and 
for  a  long  time  mutually  tSiifted  each 
other  in  our  exigencies,  as  either  hap. 
pened  to  have  money  or  influence  be* 
Vond  his  inunediate  neceflities.  You 
know  that  nothing  ^erally  endears 
men  (b  much  as  participation  of  dangers 
and  misfortunes;  I  thembre  always  con- 
iidered  Profpero  as  united  with  me  in  tht 
Ibnongeft  league  of  kindnefs,  and  ima- 
gined that  oui'  firiendihip  was  only  to 
■  be  broken  by  the  hand  of  death,  f  felt 
at  his  fudden  (hoot  of  fuccefs  'an  honell 
and  difinterefted  joy;  but  as  I  want  no 
part  of  his  fupernuities,  am  not  willing 
to  defcend  from  that  equality  in  wfai^ 
we  hitheito  have  lived. 

Our  intimacy  was  regarded  by  me  if 
a  dlfpenfation  from  ceremonial  viiits  | 
and  it  was  fo  long  before  I  faw  him  at 
his  new  hou(e,that  hegentlv  complain- 
ed of  my  neglefky  and  oUked  me  to 
come  on  a  day  appointed.  I  kept  my 
promife,  but  found  that  the  impatienct 
of  my  friend  arofe  not  from  any  defire 
to  communicate  bis  happinefs,  bnt  to 
enjoy  his  fuperiority. 

When  I  toW  ray  name  at  the  door, 
the  footman  virent  to  fee  if  his  mailer 
was  at  home,  and,  by  the  tardinefs  of 
bis  retumi  gave  me  rofon  to  fufpcA  that 
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time  vrtt  taken  to  deliberate.  He  then 
informed  me,  that  Profpero  defired  my 
company!  uid  ihowed  the  (tatrcare  care- 
fully fsciircd  by  mats  from  the  pollution 
of  my  feet.  The  bcft  apartments  were 
oftentatioufly  fet  open,  that  I  might 
have  a  diftant  view  of  the  magnificence 
which  I  was  not  permitted  to  approach ; 
and  my  old  friend  receii^n?  me  with  aU 
the  ink>Ience  of  condefcenuon  at  the  top 
of  the  ftairl;  conduced  me  to  a  back 
room,  where  He  told  me  he  always 
breakfalled  when  he  had  not  great  com- 
pany. 

On  the  floor  where  we  fat  lay  a  car- 
pet covered  with  a  cloth,  of  which  Pro- 
fpero ordered  his  fervant  to  lift  up  a 
comer,  that  I  might  contemplate  the 
brightncfs  of  the  colours,  and  the  ele- 
gance of  the  texture,  and  aflced  me  whe- 
ther I  had  ever  feen  any  thing  (b  fine  be- 
fore. I  did  not  gratify  his  folly  with 
any  outcries  of  admiration,  but  coldly 
bade  the  footman  let  down  the  cloth. 

We  then  fat  down>  and  I  began  to 
ho^  that  pride  was  glutted  with  perfe- 
cution,  when  Profpero  defired  that  I 
would  give  the  fervant  leave  to  adjuft 
the  cover  of  my  chair,  which  was  flipt 
a  little  afide  to  ihow  the  d?maik ;  he  in- 
formed me  that  he  bad  befpoke  ordinary 
chnirs  for  common  ufe,  but  had  been 
difappointed  by  his  tradefmen.  I  put 
the  chair  afidc  with  my  foot,  and  drew 
another  fo  haftily,  tliat  I  was  entreated 
not  to  rumple  the  carpet. 

Brcakfalt  was  at  bft  fet,  and  as  I  was 
not  willing  to  indulge  the  peevifiinefs 
that  began  to  feize  me,  I  commended 
^e  tea;  Profpero  then  told  me,  that 
another  time  I  (hould  tafte  his  fineft 
fort,  but  that  he  had  only  a  very  fmall 
Quantity  remaining,  and  referved  it  for 
tnoic  whom  he  thought  himlelf  obliged 
to  treat  with  particular  refpeft. 

Wliile  we  were  converfing  upon  fuch 
fubjc^s  as  imagination  happeneid  to  fug- 
^eft,  he  frequently  digreued  into  direc- 
tions to  the  fervant  that  waited,  or  made 
a  flight  enquiry  after  the  jeweller  orfil- 
yedmith ;  and  once,  as  I  was  purfuing 
an  argument  with  fomc  degree  of  ear- 
neftnei's,  he  fiarted  from  his  poihire  of 
attcnticn,  and  ordered,  that  if  Lord 
tofty  called  on  him  that  moniing,  he 
4hould  be  (hewn  into  the  belt  parlour. 

My  p3t»«;nce  was  not  yet  wholly  fub- 
dutd.  I  was  willing  to  proiuote  his 
latisfa^ion,  arul  thfrtjfore  obferved,that 
the  figures  on  the  china  wei-c  emin;:ntly 
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pretty.  Fk'oipcro  had  now  an  oppoits* 
nity  of  caUing  for  hit  DreiHen  china*-* 

•  Which,'  fays  he,  *  I  always  aflbciate 

•  with  my  chafed  tea-kettle.'  Thecupo 
were  broueht;  I  once  relblved  not  ta 
have  looked  upon  them,  but  my  curio- 
fity  prevailed.  When  I  had  examined 
them  a  little,  Profpero  defired  me  to  fet 
them  down,  for  they  who  were  accuA> 
tomed  only  to  common  diibes,  feldom 
handled  cnina  with  much  care*  You 
will,  I  hope,  commend  my  philofophy, 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  did  not  daih  hia 
baublet  to  the  ground. 

He  was  now  (6  much  elevated  with 
his  own  greatnefs,  that  he  thought  fome 
humility  neceifary  to  avert  the  glance 
of  envy,  and  therefore  told  me»  with 
an  air  of  foft  compofure,  that  I  was 
not  to  «ftimate  life  by  external  appear- 
ance, that  all  thefe  (hinlng  acquifitions 
had  added  Tittle  to  his  happinefs,  that 
he  ftill  remembered  with  pleafure  the 
days  in  which  he  and  I  were  upon  the 
level,  and  had  often,  in  the  moment  of 
reflexion,  been  doubtful,  vrhether  he 
ihould  lofe  much  by  changing  his  condi- 
tion for  mine. 

I  began  now  to  be  afraid  left  his  pride 
fiiould,  by  filence  and  fubmiflion,  be 
emboldened  to  infults  that  could  not 
eafily  be  borne,  and  therefore  coolly  con- 
fidened,  how  I  ihould  repref^  it  without 
fuch  bitternefs  of  rroroof  as  I  was  yet 
unwillinfr  to  ufe.  But  he  interrupted 
my  meditation,  by  aiking  leave  to  be 
drcfled,  and  told  me,  that  he  had  pro- 
mi  fed  to  attend  fomc  ladies  in  the  park» 
nnd,  if  I  was  going  the  fame  way,  would 
take  me  in  his  chariot.  I  had  no  incli- 
nation to  any  other  favours,  and  there- 
fore left  him  without  any  intention  of 
feeing  |iim  again,  unlefs  fbme  misfor- 
tune (heuld  rSore  his  underftanding. 
I  am,  &c.        AsPER. 

Though  I  am  not  wholly  infenfible 
of  the  provocations  which  my  corre- 
fpondent  has  received,  I  cannot  altoge- 
tlicr  commend  the  keennefs  of  Jiis  re- 
fentment,  nor  encoiurage  him  to  peHift 
in  his  refolution  of  breaking  off  all  com- 
merce with  his  old  acquaintance.  One 
of  the  golden  precepts  of  Pythagoras 
dire£^s,  that  a  friend /boM  net  be  hated 
for  little  faults  j  and  furely^  he  upo» 
whom  nothing  worfe  can  be  charged » 
than  that  he  mats  his  ftairs,  and  covert 
his  carpet,  'and  fetsout  his  finery  to  (how 
before  thofc  whom  heroes  not  admit  to 
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life  ity  has  ytt  committed  nothing  tliat 
ibould  exclude  him  from  common  de- 
grees of  kindnefs.  Such  Improprieties 
<^n  proceed  rather  from  liupidity  than 
malice.  Thofe  who  thus  (hine  only  to 
dazzle,  are  influenced  merely  by  cuftom 
and  example,  and  neither  examine*  nor 
ate  qualified  to  examine,  the  motives 
of  their  own  pra£lice»  .or  to  date  the 
nice  limits  Between  elegance  and  of- 
tentation.  They  are  often  innocent  of 
the  pain  which  their  vanity  produces, 
and  infult  others  when  they  have  no 
worfe  purpoie  than  to  pleaie  them- 
ielves. 


^7 

He  that  too  much  refines  his  delicacy 
will  always  endanger  his  quiet.  .  Of 
thoie  with  whom  nature  and  virtue  . 
obli^  us  to  Gonyerfe,  fome  are  ignorant 
of  the  arts  of  pleadng,  and  offend  when 
they  defign  to  carefs  $  fome  are  n^li^ 
gcnty  and  gratify  themfelves  without 
regard  to  tne  quiet  of  another;  ibmf 
perhaps  are  malicious,  and  fed  n^ 
greater  fat isfa^  ton  in  profperity,  than 
that  of  railing  tuvy  and  trampling  in- 
ferioritv.  But  whatever  be  the  motive 
of  infujt»  it  is  always  beft  to  overlook 
it,  for  folly  fcarcely  can  deferve  refent* 
ment^  and  malice  ispuniihcd  by  negk^ 
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VaoMISSIQjSK  TZIf  AX  DICTIS  ?ACTZS^VX  If  lIXRXf  ? 
^OMOSCO  FBOCXaXM. 

Jov. 

CONVIKCX  TMEWOat©  THAT  TOW'ai  DEVOUT  AKD  TKUKy 
SZ  JUITIN   Alt  VOW  SAT,    AND  ALL   VOW  DO  J 
WBATXVXI  BX  YOVR  BlftTH,    YOU^RX  SURE   TO  BE 
A  FXER  .or  THE  VXRtT  If  AGNITCDB  TO  ME. 

Stefnet. 


BO  YLE  has  obferved,  that  the  ex- 
cellency of  manufaflureSf  and  the 
i^ility  of  labour,  would  be  much  pro- 
moted, if  the  various  expedients  and 
contrivances  which  lie  concealed  in  pri- 
vate hands  were  by  reciprocal  commu- 
nications made  generally  known ;  for 
there  are  few  operations  that  are  not 
performed  by  one  or  other  with  forae  ' 
peculiar  advantages,  which  though 
fingly  of  little  importance,  would  by 
conjunflion  and  concurrence  open  new 
inlets  to  knowledge,  and  give  new 
powers  to  diligence. 

^  There  are,  in  like  manner,  fevcral 
moral  excellencies  diftributcd  among 
the  dif!trent  claifes  of  a  community. 
|t  was  faid  by  Cujacius,  that  he  never 
read  more  than  one  book,  by  which  he 
was  not  inftrufted ;  and  he  that  fhall 
enquire  after  virtue  with  ai-Jour  and  at- 
tention, will  feldom  find  a  man  by 
whofe  example  or  fentiments  hp  may 
not  be  improved. 

Every  profelTion  has  fome  eflentjal 
and  appropriate  virtue,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  honour  or  i'uc- 
cefs,  and  which,  as  it  is  more  or  lefs 
cultivated,  confers  within  it*s  fpherc  of 


aftivity  different  degrees  of  merit  mnd    - 
reputation.     As  the  aftrologers  ranse  v 
the  fubdiviiions  of  mankind  under  the   >, 
planets  which  they  fuppofe  to  influence 
their  lives,  the  moralift  may  diftribute    ' 
them  accoidiifg    to  the  virtues  which 
they  necelTarily  praflife,    and  coniidcr 
them  as  diiHnguifhed    by  prudence  or 
fortitude,  diligence  or  patience. 

So  much  are  the  modes  of  excellence 
fettled  by  time  and  place,  that  men  may 
be  heard  boafting  in  one  flreet  of  that 
which  they  would  anxioufly  conceal  in 
another.  The  grounds  of  fcom  and 
eileem,  the  topicks  of  praife  and  (It ire, 
are  varied  acconiing  to  tlie  feveral  vir- 
tues or  vices  which  the  courfc  of  life  has 
difpofed  men  to  admire  or  abhor }  btit 
he  who  is  felicitous  for  his  own  im- 
provement muft  not  be  limited  by  local 
reputation,  but  fcleft  from  every  tribe 
of  mortals  their  chara6leri(lical  virtues, 
and  conftelhte  in  himfelf  the  fcattered 
graces  which  fhine  fmgle  in  othci*  men. 

The  chief  praife  to  which  a  trader 
afplres  is  that  of  punctuality,  or  an 
exaft  and  rigorous  obfervance  of  con»- 
mercial  engagements ;  nor  is  there  ai^ 
vice  of  which  he  fb  much  d^-eads  the  im- 
putatian> 
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putadoni  m  of  negUgence  and  inftabi- 
lity.  This  is  a  quality  which  the  iBte- 
'  res  of  mankind  requires  to  be  diffiifed 
through  all  the  ranks  of  li^,  but  which 
many  ftem  to  condder  as  a  vulgar  and 
ignoble  virtue,  below  the  ambition  of 
greatneft  or  attention  of  wit,  fcaixely 
requifite  among  men  of  gaiety  and  fpi- 
rit,  and  fold  at  it's  higbeli  rate  when  it 
is  facrificed  to  a  frolick  or  a  jeft. 

Every  man  has  daily  occafion  to  re- 
mark vvtiat  vexations  arife  from  thisjpri* 
Til^  of  deceiving  one  another.  The 
active  and  vivacious  have  fo  long  dif-^ 
dained  the  i«ftraint%  of  truth,  that  mo* 
mifes  and  appointments  have  loft  their 
cogency,  and  both  parties  nede£^  their 
ftipulations,  becaufe  each  concludes  that 
the}'  vdU  be  broken  by  the  other. 

Negligence  is  firf^  admitted  in  fmall 
•liairsy  and  ftrengthened  by  petty  in- 
dulgencies.  He  that  is  not  yet  harden- 
cd  by  cudom,  yentures  not  on  the  vio- 
lation of  important  engagements,  but 
thinks  himfelf  bound  by  his  word  in 
cafes  of  jpropcrty  or  dangeij  though  he 
allows  himfelf  to  foi^et  at  what  time 
he  is  to  meet  ladies  in  the  park,  or  at 
what  tavern  his  friends  are  expe^ing 
liiro. 

This  laxity  of  honour  would  be  more 
tolerable,  if  it  could  be  retrained  to 
the  plar-houfc,  the  bail-roonrtt  or  the 
card-table;  yet  even  there  it  is  liifficient- 
ly  troubleiome,  and  darjficns  thofe  mo- 
ments with  expc6lation,  fufpcnlc,  and 
reientment,  which  arc  fet  afide  for  plea- 
fure,  and  from  which  we  naturally  hope 
for  unmingled  enjoyment,  and  total 
relaxation.  But  he  that  fuffers  the 
/  lighted  breach  in  his  morality,  con 
fcldoiti  tell  what  (hall  enter  it,  or  how 
wide  it  fhall  be  made;  when  a  paflage 
is  cpen,  the  influx  of  corruption  is 
every  n^omcnt  wearing  down  oppofi- 
tion,  and  by  flow  dcgices  deluges  the 
heait. 

Aliger  entci^td  the  woild  a  youth  of 
lively  imagination,  extenfive  views,  and 
untainted  principles.  His  curiofity  in- 
cited him  to  rartgc  from  place  to  place, 
and  try  all  the  varieties  of  converfation  j 
his  elegance  of  addicfs  and  fertility  of 
ideas  gained  him  friends  wherever  he 
appeared  j  or  at  lead  he  found  the  gc- 
nci*al  kindncfs  of  rcctption  always 
fliewn  to  a  young  man  whofc  birth  and 
fortune  gavt.  him  a  claim  to  notice,  and 
who  has  neither  by  vice  cr  folly  deliroy- 
•d  hie  privileges.    Aiiger  was  plcaled 


with  this  general  fmile  of  mankind^'aRcl 
was  indubious  to  prefenre  it  by  conn-' 
pliance  and  officioufnefs,  but  did  not 
luifer  his  defire  of  pleaiing  to  vitiate  his 
integrity.  It  was  nis  eftablilhed  maxima 
that  a  promife  is  never- to  be  broken  y 
nor  was  it  without  fome  rehi^hmce  that- 
he  onc^  fufiVi^  himfelf  to  be  drawn 
away  from  a  feftal  engagement  by  the 
importunity  of  another  company. 

He  fpent  the  evening,  as  is  ufual  m 
the  rudiments  of  vice,  in  perturbation^ 
and  impertedl  enjovment,  and  met  his 
difappoiwted, friends  in  the.  morning 
vrith  confufion  and  excufes.  His  -csm— 
panions,  not  accuftomed  to  fuch  Icm- 
pulous  anxiety,  laughed  at  his  uneafi* 
nefs,  compounded  the  offence  for  a  hot* 
tie,  gave  him  coi&raee  to  break  his  word 
again,  and  anin  levied  the  penalty. 
He  ventur^  Sic  &nit  experiment  upon 
another  fociety*  and  found  thcin  equally 
ready  to  confider  it  as  a.  yeoial  tauh, 
always  incident  to  a  man  of  quicknefs 
and  gaiety,  till  by  degrees  he  began  to 
think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  follow  the 
lad  invitation,  and  was  no  longer  ihock- 
ed  at  the  turpitude  of  falfehood.  He 
made  no  difficuhy  to  promife  his  pre- 
fence  at  difibuit  places,  and  if  liftleisnefs 
happened  to  creep  upon  him,  woukl  fit 
at  home  with  great  tranquillity ;  and  has 
often  funk  to  deep  in  a  chair,  while  he 
held  ten  tables  in  continual  expe^tions 
of  his  entrance. 

It  was  fo  pleafant  to  live  in  perpetual 
vacancy,  that  he  foon  difmiffed  his  at- 
tention as  an  uielefs  incumbrance,  and 
refigned  himfelf  to  careleflhefs  and  dif* 
fipation,  without  any  regard  to  the  fu- 
ture or  the  paff,  or  any  other  motive  of 
a£lion  than  the  impullc  of  a  fudden  dCf 
fire,  or  the  attraction  of  immediate  plea- 
fure.  The  abfent  were  immediately 
forgotten,  and  the  hopes  or  fears  felt  by 
others  had  no  influence  upon  his  con- 
dufl.  He  was  in  fpeculation  complete- 
ly juff,  but  never  kept  his  promile  to  a 
creditor }  he  was  benevolent,  but  al- 
ways  deceived  thofe  friends  whom  he 
undertook  to  patronize  or  afTift  |  he  wai 
prudent,  but  fuffered  his  affairs  to  be 
embarrafftd  for  v<rant  of  regelating  his 
accounts  at  ftatcd  times.  He  courted  a 
young  lady,  and  when  the  fcttlements 
were  drawn,  took  a  ramble  into  tlic 
co\«ntry  on  the  day  appointed  to  fign 
them.  He  refolved  to  travel,  and  fent 
his  chefts  o.'.  fhiphoard,  but  delayed  to 
follow  them  til!  he  lofl  his  paffage.   He 
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watiuroiiiaiiecl'af  anevideiice  in  a  caufe 
of  great  importance)  and  loitered  on 
the  way  till  the  trial  was  paft.  It  is 
iaid>  that  when  he  had,  with  £reat  eat- 
pence,  formed  an  intereft  in  a  borough^ 
his  opponent  contrived,  by  fo.ne  ageuts, 
who  knew  his  temper,  to  lure  him  away 
on  the  day  of  ele«ion. 

Hit  benevolence  draws  him  rato  the 
commiflion  of  a  thoufand  crimes,  which 
others  lefs  kind  or  civil  would  efcape. 
His  courtefy  invites  application;  his 
promjies  produce  dependence  j  he  has 
his  pockets  filled  with  petitions,  which 
be  intends  fome  time  to  deliver  and  en- 
force, and  his  table  covered  with  letters 
«f  reqaeft,  with  which  be  purpofes  to 


comply;  but  time  flips  imperceptibly; 
awaj,  while  b^  is  either  idle  or  bufy  i 
bis  niends  loTe  their  opportunities,  and 
charge  upon  bim  their  mifcarriaget  and 
calamities. 

Thiscbara£ler»  bowever  contemptible, 
is  not  peculiar  to  Aliger.  They  wbofe 
activity  of  imagination  is  often  (hifting 
the  fcenes  of  expectation,  are  frecjuent* 
ly  fubjeCl  to  fuch  (allies  of  capnce  at 
make  ajl  their  actions  fortnitoiUydeftroy 
the  value  of  their  friend/hip,  obftm^ 
the  efficacy  of  their  virtues,  and  &t 
them  below  the  meaneft  of  thofe  that 
periift  in  their  re(blutionf 9  execute  what 
they  defign,  and  perform  what  they  ha?t 
promiTed. 
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riOM  If*  ArPLICTION  IS  THE  FOOR  tXtMPT  ) 

ME   THINKS  EACH  EYE  SURVEYS  HIM  WITH  CbMTXMFTt 

VNMANLY  roVERTY  SUBDUES  THE  HEART, 

CAKXBRS  EACH  WOUND,    AND  SRABPENS  BVXaT  PAtT* 


AMONG  thofe  who  have  endea- 
voured to  promote  learning,  and 
rcftify  judgment,  it  has  been  long  cuf- 
tomary  to  complain  of  the  abuie  of 
words,  which  are  often  admitted  to  sig- 
nify things  Co  different,  that,  inttead  of 
•flilling  the  underttanding  as  veliides 
of  knowledge,  they  produce  error,  dif- 
fention,  and  perplexity,  bccaufe  what 
is  aflirmed  in  one  fenfe  is  received  in 
another. 

It  this  ambiguity  (bmetimes  embar- 
rafles  the  mod  Iblemn  controverfies,  and 
obfcures  the  demonftrations  of  fcience, 
it  may  well  be  expcftcd  to  infeft  the 
pompous  periods  ot  declaimers,  whofe 
purpofe  is  often  only  to  amufe  with  fal- 
lacies, and  change  the  colours  of  truth 
mnd  lalfehood  $  or  the  mu(ical  compo- 
£tion8  of  poets,  who^  ftyle  is  profeflcd* 
ly  figurative,  and  whofe  art  is  imagined 
to  confift  in  difiorting  words  from  their 
original  meaning. 

There  are  fSr  words  of  which  the 
reader  believes  himfelf  better  to  know 
•the  import  than  c£  poverty  5  vet  whoever 
ftudies  either  the  poets  or  pnHoibpbert, 
will  find  fucfa  aa  accoumt  of  the  coa* 


F«  tiwis« 

dition  exprefled  by  that  term  as  bis  ex* 
perience  or  obfervation  will  not  eafily 
difcover  to  be  true.  Inftead  of  the 
meannefs,  diftrefs,  complaint^  anxiety^ 
and  dependance,  which  have  hitherto 
been  combined  in  his  ideas  of  poverty, 
he  will  read  of  conteiit»  innocence,  and 
cheerfulneTs,  of  health  and  fafety,  trao* 
quillity  and  freedom  j  of  pleafures  not 
known  but  to  men  Unincumbered  witb 
poflWIions ;  and  of  fleep  that  fheds  hit 
Dalfamick  anodynes  only  on  the  cottage* 
Such  are  the  bleffing*  to  be  obtained 
by  the  reiignation  of  riches,  that  kings 
might  defcend  from  their  thrones,  and 
eenerals  retire  from  a  triumph,  only  to 
ilumber  undiftturbed  in  the  elyfium  of 
poverty. 

If  thefe  authors  do  not  deceive  us, 
nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  that 
perpetual  conteft  for  wealth  which  keeps 
the  workl  in  commotion  $  nor  any  coni* 
plaints  more  jufUy  cenfurcd  than  thofe 
which  proceed  from  want  of  the  gifts 
of  fortune,  which  we  are  taught  by  the 
crtbt  matters  of  moral  wifdom  to  con* 
nder  as  golden  (hackles,  by  which  tht  a 
wearer  is  at  ooce  difkbled  j^d  adorned  i  r 
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as  lufcious  pdTifbns  which  may  for  a  time 
pleafe  the  palate,  but  foon  betray  their 
malienity  by  languorand by  pain. 

It  IS  the  great  privilege  of  poverty  to 
be  happy  unenvied,  to  be  healthful 
without  phyfick,  and  feciire  without  a 


flacnce>  and  efteem ;  or  by  (bme  of  loA 
elevated  and  refined  fentimentSj  as  nc- 
celTary  to  fcnfual  enjoyment. 

The  pleafurcs  of  luxui  y,  many  harci 
without  uncommon  virtue,  been  able  t* 
delpife,  even  when  affluence  and  idle- 


guard  ;  to  obtain  from  the  bounty  of  •  neis  have  concurred  to  tempt  them;  and 


nature,  what  the  great  and  wealthy  ai-e 
compelled  to  procure  by  the  help  of  ait- 
ifts  and  attendants^  of  flatterers  and  of 
ipies. 

But  it  will  be  found,  upon  a  near- 
er view,  tliat  they  who  extol  the  happi- 
nt&  of  poverty,  do  not  mean  the  i3mc 
itatewith  tbofe  whodeplore  it'smiieries. 
Poets  have  their  imaginations  filled  with 
ideas  of  magnificence  j  and  being  ac- 
cuflomed  to  contemplate  the  downfal  of 
empires,  or  to  contrive  forms  of  lamen- 
tations for  monarchs  in  diftreis,  rank,  all 
the  dafTes  of  mankind  in  a  ftatc  of  po- 
verty, who  make  no  approaches  to  the 
dignity  of  crowns.  To  be  poor,  in  the 
tpick  language,  is  only  not  to  command 
the  wealth  ot  nations,  nor  to  have  fleets 
and  armies  in  pay. 

Vanity  has  perhaps  contributed  to 
this  improprie^  of  fiyic.  He  that 
wifhes  to  become  a  philofopher  at  a 
cheap  rate,  eafily  gratifies  his  ambition 
by  fubmitting  to  jwverty  when  he  does 
not  feel  it,  and  by  boafting  his  contempt 
v£  riches,  when  he  has  already  more 
than  he  ei^oys.  He  who  would  rtiow 
the  extent  of  his  views,  and  grandeur 
«f  his  conceptions,  or  difcover  his  ac- 
quaintance with  fplendor  and  magnili- 
•ccncc,  may  talk  like  Cowley  of  an 
bumble  flation  and  quiet  oblcurity,  of 
the  paucity  of  nature's  wants,  and  the 
inconvenicncies  of  fupcrfluity,  and  at 
laft,  like  him,  limit  his  defires  to  Ave 
'bundred  pounds  a  year;  a  fortune  in- 
deed not  exiib^rant  when  we  compare  it 
with  the  cxpences  of  pride  and  luxury, 
bat  to  which  it  little  becomes  a  philofo- 
pher to  affix  the  name  of  poverty,  fincc 
no  man  can,  with  any  propriety,  be 
-termed  poor,  who  docs  hot  fee  the  great- 
er part  of  mankind  richer  than  himfelf. 

As  little  is  the  general  condition  of 
human  life  underfJood  by  the  panegyrifts 
mnd  hiflorians,  who  aouife  us  with  ac  ■ 
counts  of  the  povertv  of  heroes  and 
(ages.  Riches  are  of^no  value  in  them- 
lelvies,  their  u(c  is  difcovered  only  in 
that  which  they  procura.  They  ar«  not 
coveted,  unlefs  by  narrow  underftand- 
ings,  wfa^h  cu\fe\f^  the'  means  with 
•tfaeeod^Mit  fbrthctiyto^fpo^^,  w- 


therefore  he  who  feels  nothing  from  in- 
digence but  the  want  ^of  gratifications 
which  he  could  not  in  any  other  condi- 
tion make  confiftent  with  innocence, 
has  given  no  proof  of  eminent  patience. 
Efteem  and  influence  every  man  defires, 
but  they  are  equally  pleafing  and  equally 
vnluahle,  by  whatever  means  they  are  ob- 
tained; an^l  whoever  has  found  the  art  of 
fecuringthem  without  the  hclpof  monejr, 
ought,  in  reality,  to  be  accounted  rich, 
fmce  he  has  all  that  riches  can  purchafe 
to  a  wife  man.  Cincinnatus,  though  hi 
lived  upon  a  few  ceres,  cultivate  by 
his  ONvn  hand,  was  fufiiciently  removed 
from  all  the  evils  generally' comprehend- 
ed under  t)ie  name  of  poverty,  when  his 
reputation  was  fuch,  that  the  voice  of 
his  country  called  him  from  his  farm  ts 
take  abfolute  command  into  his  hand| 
nor  was  Diogenes  much-  mortified  by 
his  refidence  in  a  tub,  where  be  was  ho- 
noured with  the  vifit  of  Alexander  the 
Great. 

The  fame  fallacy  ha«  conciliated  vene- 
ration to  the  religious  orders*  WhertWi 
behold  a  man  abdicating  the  hope  of 
terrel^rial  poffefTions,  and  precluding 
himlclf  by  an  irrevocable  vow  from  the 
purfuit  and  acquifition  of  all  that  hit 
feUow-bcings  confider  as  wdrthy  of 
wifhes  and  endeavours,  we  are  imme- 
diately ftriick  with  the  purity,  abfhac- 
ticn,  and  finnnefs  of  his  mind,  and  re- 
gaid  him  as  wholly  employed  in  fecur- 
ing  the  interefts  ot  futurity,  and  devoid 
of  any  other  care  than  to  gain  at  whatever 
price  the  furcft  pa^ge  to  eternal  reft. 

Yet  what  can  the  votary  be  jufty 
faid  to  have  loft  of  his  pcpfent  happj- 
ncfs  ?  If  htf  rcfides  in  a  convent,  » 
converfes  only  with  men  whofi  condi- 
tion is  the  fame  with  his  own}  hch» 
fix)m  the  njunificence  of  the  foundff 
all  the  necefTaries  of  life,  arid  is  &» 
fi-om  that  defiitutum  tubicb  Hodccr  de- 
clares to  hft  fucb  otttnpfJsment  to  vw- 
iuct  as,  till  it  be  rg/nofued,  fufferitb  ntt 
the  mind  efman  to  admit  any  otber  care* 
All  tcmjrtations  to  envy  and  Competi- 
tion are  fhut  out  froju  his  rctreat|  he  «• 
not  pamed  with  the  fight  of  unattai^ 
ebic  dignity,  doi-  pAiked  with  tbe  ntf^' 
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ler  rf  infokncc,  or  the  (mile  of  forced 
^liliarity.  If  he  wanders  abroad,  the 
^6lity  of  his  chara£ler  amply  compen- 
iates  all  other  diftm£lions,  tie  is  fctdom 
feen  but  with  reverence,  nor  heard  but 
withfubmiffion. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  death, 
though  often  defied  In  the  Held,  feidom 


fails  to  terrify  when  it  approaches  thj 
bed  of  ficltnefs  in  it's  natural  horror;  jm 
poverty  may  eafily  be  endured,  whilt 
alTocIated  with  dignity  and  reputation, 
but  will  always  be  fhunned  and  dreaded 
when  it  is  accompanied  with  ignominj 
and  contempt. 


N^  CCIII.    TUESDAY,    FEBRUARY    25,   1752* 


CUM  VOLIT  XLLA  DIES,    <^T7A  NIL  NIII  COXPOlIt  MUJVS 
JV8  HABIT,    INCKATI    SPATIUM  MIHX  PINXAT  MVl* 


Ovi»« 


COMI,    SOON  OR  LATI,    DEATH*S  VNDZTEltMIN^fi  OAT> 
Tail  MORTAL  EEXNG  ONLY  CAN  DECAY* 


Welsteo. 

nobler  pleafure  of  looking  back  upon  I 
diltrei's  firmly  fupported,  danger*  re^  \ 
lotely  eCkcounteredy  and  oppobtion  art- 
fully defeated,  ^neas  properly  com* 
forts  his  companions,  ^enr  aner  the 
horrors  of  a  ftorra  they  have  landed  on 
an  tmknown  and  deibiate  country,  mth 
the  hope  that  their  roifcrtes  will  be  at 
fomr  diflant  time  recounted  with  delight* 
There  are  few  higher  gratifications  una 
that  of  refleftion  on  furmtmnted  evils, 
when  they  were  not  incurred  nor  pro- 
tra£led  by  our  fault,  and  neither  rt- 
proach  us  with  cowardice  nor  guilt. 

But  this  felicity  is   abnolt    always 

abated  by  the  reflexion,  that  they  wiih 

whom  we  fhouki  bemoii  plasCtA  to  /hare 

it  are  now*  in  the  grave.     A  few  yieart 

^  ihake  fuchhavock  in  hy man  generations. 

But  fo  full  is  the  world  of  calamity,     that  we  focn   fee  ourfelves  deprived  of 

#•- r  ^1^/-^     . — 11. _  J    '  {})ofe  with  whom  we  enteird  the  world, 

and  whom  the  participation  of  pltafiirea 
or  fatigues  had  endeared  to  our  remem- 
brance. The  roan  of  enterprise  re- 
counts his  adventures  and  expedients, 
but  is  forced,  at  the  clofe  of  the  relation, 
to  pay  a  figh  to  the  names  of  thofe  that 
contributed  to  his  fuocefs;  hethatpaffea 
his  life  among  the  gayer  part  of  man« 
kind,  has  his  remembrance  flored  with 
remarks  and  iiepartees  of  wits,  wbofe 
fprightlincfs  and  merriment  are  now  lofl 
in  i>crpetual  (ilence;  the  trader,  wbofe 
induftiy  has  flipplied  the  want  of  inheri- 
tance, repines  in  folitary  plenty  at  the 
abfence  of  companions  with  whom  he 
had  planned  out  amu  Cements  for  bis  lat- 
ter years ;  and  the  fcholar,  wbofe  merit, 
after  a  long  ferips  ef  efforts,  raifes  him 
£rom  obicurity,  iooks  rouDtl  in  vain 
3  L^  .      from 
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TT  kerns  to  be  the  fate  of  man  to  feek 
X  all  his  Gonfolations  in  futury.  The 
ilanc  preicrtt  is  feidom  able  to  fill  deline 
Wr  imagination  with  immediate  enjoy- 
ment, and  wc  are  forced  to  fupply  it's 
deficiencies  by  recolle<^ioD  or  anticipa- 
tion. 

Every  one  has  Co  often  dete^ed  the 
fallacioufnefs  of  hope,  and  the  incon- 
venience of  teaching  himlelf  to  expeft 
what  a  thoufand  accidents  may  preclude, 
that,  when  time  has  abated  the  confi- 
dence with  which  youth  rufiies  out  to 
take  pofleflion  of  the  world,  we  endea- 
vour, or  wifh,  to  find  entertainment  in 
the  review  of  life,  and  to  repole  upon 
real  fails,  and  certain  experience^  This 
is  pexhaps  one  reaibn,  among  many, 
.why  a^  deliffhts  in  narratives. 


,  that  every  lbui*ce  of  pleafure  is  polluted, 
and  every  retii-ement  of  tranquillity  dif- 
turbed.  When  time  has  lupplicd  us 
with  events  iuflficient  to  employ  our 
thoughts,  it  has  mingled  them  with  fo 
many  difaftei-s,  that  we  fhrink  from  theii* 
remembrance,  dread  their  intrufion  upon 

Cour  minds,  and  fly  from  them  as  from 
enemies  that  purfue  us  with  tortni-e. 

CNo  man  part  the  middle  point  of  life 
can  fit  down  to  feait  upon  the  pleafures 
of  youth  without  finding  the  banquet 
in)bittered  by  the  cup  of  forrow  j  he 
may  revive  lucky  accidents,  and  pleaftng 
extravagancies  j  many  days  of  harmlefs 
*  frolick,  or  nights  of  honell  fctUvity, 
will  perhaps  recur  ;  or,  if  he  has  been 
engaged  in  fcenes  of  a^'^ion,  and  ac- 
quainted with  affairs  of  difficulty  and 
Ticiffitudes  of  fortune^  he  may  enjoy  th» 
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frhm  hit  exaltation  for  his  old  friends 
or  eneroiesy  whofe  applavfe  or  roortifi- 
cation  would  heighten  his  triumph. 

Among  Martial^s  requifites  to  happi- 
sefd  isy  Res  non  porta  labors f  fed  r/- 
it'^SPtf— an  eftate  not  gained  by  induftry, 
but  left  by  inheritance.  It  is  neceflary 
to  the  complttion  of  every  good,  that  it 
Be  timely  obtained ;  for  whatever  comes 
at  the  clofe  of  life,  will  come  too  late  to 
give  much  delight  {  yet  ail  human  hap- 
pincfs  has  it^s  £fe£ls.  Of  what  we  do 
not  gain  for  ourfelves  we  have  only  a 
ftint  and  imperfeft  firuition,  becaufe  we 
camiot  compare  the  difference  between 
want  and  pofFeiTion,  or  at  leaft  can  de- 
rive fitwn  It  no  conviftion  of  our  own 
abilities,  nor  any  increafr  of  felf-eftecro  j 
what  we  acquire  by  braveiy  or  fcience, 
by  mental  or  corporal  diligence,  comes 
at  laft  when  we  cannot  communicate^ 
and  therefore  cannot  enjoy  it. 

Thus  every  period  of  life  is  obli^ 
to  borrow  it's  happinels  from  the  time 
to  come.  In  youth  we  have  nothing 
poft  to  entertain  us,  and  in  age  we  de- 
rive little  from  retrofpc^^  but  hopciefs 
forrow.  Yet  the  future  likewife  has  it's 
iimits,  which  the  imagination  dreads  to 
approach,  but  which  we  fee  to  be  not  far 
diuant.  The  lofs  of  our  friends  and 
companions  imprefles  hourly  upon  us 
the  neceility  of  our  own  departure  t  we 
know  that  the  fchemes  of  man  are 
quickly  at  an  end,  that  we  muft  foon 
lie  down  in  the  grave  with  the  forgotten 
multitudes  of  former  ages,  and  yield 
4>ur  place  to  others,  who,  like  us,  fhall 
be  driven  awhile,  by  hope  or  fear,  about 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  then  like 
vs  be  bft  in  the  fhades  of  death. 

Beyond  this  termination  of  our  ma- 
terial exiftence,we  are  therefore  obliged 
Co  extend  our  hopes }  and  al  ..oft  every 
man  indulges  his  imagination  with  (bme- 
thing  ^hich  is  not  to  happen  till  he  has 
changed  his  manner  ot  being: "  feme 
amufe  themfelves  with  entails  and  fet- 
tlements,  provide  for  the  perpetuation 
of  £uniUes  and  honours,  or  contrive  to 
obviate  the  diHipation  of  the  fortunes 
which  it  has  been  their  buiinefs  to  accu- 
mulate \  others,  more  refined  or  exalted, 
congratulate  their  own  hearts  upon  the 
future  extent  of  their  reputation,  the 
reverence  of  diftant  nations,  and  the  gra- 
titude of  unprejudiced  polterity. 


They  whofe  fouls  are  fb  chained  dowa 
to  coffers  and  tenements,  that  they  can- 
not conceive  a  ilate  in  which  they  (hall 
look  upon  them  with  lefs  rollcitude,  are 
feldom  attentiveor  flexible  to  arguments: 
but  the  votafies  of  fame  are  capable  of 
reflexion,  and  therefore  may  be  cal}e4 
to  reconfider  the  probability  of  their  cx- 
pe^tions. 

Whether  to  be  remembered  in  remote 
times  be  worthy  of  a  wife  man's  wifh, 
has  not  yet  been  fatisfa^lorily  decided ; 
and,  indeed,  to  be  long  remembered, 
can  happen  to  fb  finaU  a  number,  that 
the  bulK  of  mankind  has  vt:ry  little  in- 
tereft  in  the  queflion.  There  is  never 
room  in  the  world  for  more  than  a  cer- 
tain quanfify  or  meafure  of  renown. 
The  nectffary  bufinefe  of  life,  the  imme- 
diate pleafures  or  pains  of  every  condi- 
tion, leave  us  not  ieifure  beyond  a  fixed 
proportion  for  contemplations  .which  do 
not  forcibly  influence  our  prcfent  wel- 
fare. When  this  vacuity  is  filled,  n9 
charaflers  can  be  admitted  into  the  cir- 
culation of  fame,  but  by  occupying  the 
place  of  fome  that  mu(t  be  thrufl  into 
oblivion.  The  eye  of  the  mind,  likex 
that  of  the  body,  can  only  extend  it's  . 
view  to  new  oKje6i8,  by  lofing  fight  of  J 
thofe  which  are  now  before  it.  ^    ^ 

Reputation  is  therefore  a  n-et;or  which  \ 
blazes  a  while  and  difappears  for  cvcrj  / 
and  if  we  except  a  few  tranfcendent  and 
invincible  names,  which  no  revolutions 
of  opinion  or  length  of  time  is  ahleto 
fupprcfs  5  all  thofe  that  engage  our 
thoughts,  or  diveriify  our  converfation> 
are  every  mcment  hading  to  obfcurityi 
as  new  favourites  are  adopter!  by  faihion. 

It  is  not  theretore  from  this  wbfkl 
that  any  ray  of  comfort  can  proceed  to 
cheer  the  gloom  of  the  laft  hoiy.  But 
futurity  has  ftill  it's  profpc^fts }  there  is 
yet  happinefs  in  rcferve,  which,  if  we 
transfer  our  attention  to  it,  will  fupport 
us  in  the  pains  of  difeafe,  and  the  wn* 
guor  of  decay.  Thi^  happinefs  we  majT 
expc6l  with  confidt*nce,  becaufe  it  is  out 
of  the  power  of  chance,  and  may  be  at- 
taineti  by  all  that  fincerely.  denre  and 
eameftly  purfue  it.  On  this  thcTffore 
every  mind  oueht  finally  to  refl.  Hope 
is  the  chief  bicfring  of  man,  and  that 
hope  only  is  rational  of  which  we  art 
certain  that  it  caonot  deceive  us. 
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N«  CCIV.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  ag,  1752. 


NIMO  TAM  DIVES  HABUIT  FAVIN-TIS, 
CRAITINUM  VT  POtSXT  ilBl    POLLIClRI. 

OP  niATXN^t  VROTXCTION  WHO  CAN  BE 
•  •  CONFIDINT   TO  UTTIR    THIS  — 
TO-MORROW  I  WILL  SPIKD  IN   BLISS? 


SSNSCA*. 


d 


SE  GF  D,  Lord  of  Etliiopia,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  world  :  to  the  fons 
of  Prefumption,  humility  and  fcnr;  and 
to  the  daughters  of  ^'orrcoi;,  content  and 
acquiefc^nce. 

Thus,  in  the  twenty -feventh  year  of 
his  reign,  fpoke  Seged,  the  monarch  of 
forty  nations,  the  diftributor  of  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Nile—*  At  length,  Stg^ 
thy  toils  are  at  an  end  j  thou  ha(l  re- 
conciled difaffefVion,  thou  haft  lup. 
prelTed  rebellion,  thou  haft  pacified  the 
jealeufies  of  thy  courtiers,  thou  haft 
chafed  war  fron\  thy  confines,  and 
crefted  fortrefles  in  the  lands  of  thy 
enemies.  All  who  have  offended  thee, 
tremble  in  thy  prefence,  and  wherever 
thy  wice  is  heard »  it  is  obeyed.  Thy 
throne  is  furrounded  by  armies,  nu- 
merous as  the  locufts  of  the  fummcr, 
and  reftlefs  as  the  blaifs  of  peftilence. 
Thy  magazines  arc  flored  with  ammu- 
nitionjthy  treafuries  overflow  with  the 
tribute  of  conquered  kingdoms.  Plen- 
ty waves  upon  thy  fields,  amd  opulence 
Slitters  in  thy  cities.  Thy  nod  is  as 
le  earthauake  that  fhakes  the  moun- 
tains, and  thy  fmile  as  the  dawn  of 
the  vernal  djy.  In  thy  hand  is  the 
fbength  of  thoufands,  and  thy  health 
is  the  health  of  millions.  Thy  palace 
is  gladdened  by  the  Tone  of  praife,  and 
thy  path  perfumed  by  the  bi-eath  of  be- 
nediftion.  Thy  fubjefts  gaze  upon 
thy  greatnefs,  and  think  ofdanger  or 
raifery  no  more.  Why,  Scgcd,  wilt 
not  tnou  partake  the  blcflin  s  thou 
btftoweft  ?  Why  fliouldft  thou  only 
forbear  to  rejoice  in  this  general  felici- 
ty ?  Why  fliould  thy  face  be  clouded 
with  anxiety,  when  the  meancft  of 
tbofe  who  call  thee  fovereign  gives  the 
day  to  fcftivity  and  the  night  to  peace  ? 
At  length,  S^ed,  refleft  and  be  wife. 
What  IS  the  gift  of  conqueft  but  fafc- 
ty,  whj  arc  riches  coUe6led  but  to 
purchafe  happinefs?* 
$^pi  then  ordered  the  houie  of  plea- 


F«  Lbwis* 

fure,  built  in  an  ifland  of  the  Lake  Danu 
bea,  to  be  prepared  for  his  receptiua* 
«  I  will  retire,*  fays  he,  <  fcr  ten  dayi^ 

<  from  tumult  and  care,  from  coiinwB 

<  and  decrees.  Long  ouiet  is  not  ths 
«  lot  of  the  governors  or  nations,  but  a 

*  ccfTaiion  ot  ten  days  cannot  be  denied 

*  me.    This  (hort  iaterval  of  happineft 

<  may  furcly  be  fecured  fix)m  the  into:* 

*  niption  of  fear  or  perplexity,  foirbw 

<  ordifappointment.     I  will  exclude  dl 

*  tiouble  frem  my  abode,  and  remote 

<  from  my  thoughts  whatever  may  coa- 
«  fule  the  harmony  of  the  concert,  or 

<  abate  the  fweetnefs  of  the  banquet.    I 

<  will  fill  the  whole  canacity  of  my  (bnl 

*  with  enjoyment,  and  try  what  it  is  t» 

<  live  without  a  wiih  uniatisfied.^ 

In  a  few  days  the  orders  Mrere  per- 
formed, and  Seged  haftcd  to  the  palace 
of  Dambea,  which  ftood  in  an  ifland 
cultivated  onlv  for  pleafure,  planted  witk 
every  flower  tnat  fpreads  it's  colours  te 
the  fun,  and  every  Ihrub  that  Ihvds  fra- 
grance in  the  air.  In  one  part  of  Uiit 
extenfive  garden  were  open  walks  for 
excuriions  in  the  roomings  in  anothefy 
thick  groves,  and  61ent  arbours,  and 
bubbling  fountains,  for  repofe  at  noon. 
All  that  could  folace  the  fenfe,  or  flatter 
the  fancy,  all  that  induftry  could  extort  ) 
from  nature,  or  wealth  nimiih  to  art^ 
all  that  conqueft  could  feizc,  or  bene- 
ficence attrail,  was  colle6ted  together, 
and  every  perception  of  delight  was  ex- 
cited and  gratified. 

Into  this  delicious  region  Seged  fum- 
moned  all  the  perfons  of  his  court  who 
feemed  eminently  qualified  to  receive  or 
communicate  piieafure.  His  call  was 
readily  obeyed  ;  the  young,  the  fair,  the 
vivacious,  and  the  witty,  were  all  in 
hafte  to  be  fated  with  felicity.  They 
failed  jocund  over  the  lake,  wnich  feem- 
ed to  fmooth  it's  furfiice  before  them  t 
their  paffagc  was  cheered  with  mufick, 
and  their  hearts  dilated  with  expe^U- 
tion. 
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Seged  landing  here  with  his  band  of 
pleaiurey  deteimmed  from  that  hour  to 
oreak  off  ail  acquaintance  with  difcon- 
tcnt,  to  give  his  heart  for  ten  days  to 
eafe  and  jollity,  and  then  fall  back  to 
the  common  ftate  of  man,  and  fuffer  his 
life  to  be  divcrfified,  as  before,  with  joy 
and  forrow. 

He  immediately  entered  his  chamber, 
to  coniider  where  he  fhould  beg;in  his 
circle  of  happinefs.  He  had  all  the  art- 
ifts  of  delignts  before  him,  but  knew  not 
whom  to  call,  fince  he  could  not  enjoy 
©nc,  but  by  delaying  the  performance  of 
mother.  He  chofe  and  rejefted,  he  re- 
folved  and  changed  his  rcfolution,  till  his 
iacultics  were  haraffed,  and  his  thoughts 
confuted;  then  returned  to  the  apart- 
ment where  his  prei'ence  was  expert ed, 
with  languid  eyes  and  clouded  counte- 
nance, and  fpread  the  infeftion  of  un- 
eafinefs  over  the  whole  afltnnbly.  He 
cbferved  their  dcpreiEon,  and  was  offend- 
ed, for  he  found  his  vexation  increafed 
-l>y  thofe  whom  he  expcded  to  diflipate 
^tnd  relieve  it.     He  retired  again  to  his 

Erivate  chamber,  and  fought  for  confo- 
ition  in  his  own  mindj  one  thought 
4owed  m  upon  another  j  a  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  images  feized  his  attention ;  the 
moments  crept  imj)erceplibly  away 
through  the  gloom  of  penfivenefs,  till 
'havinff  recovered  his  tranquillity,  he  lift- 
ed up  nis  head,  and  law  the  lake  bright- 
ened by  the  fetting  fun.  *  Such,*  iWid 
Scged,  fighing,  <  is  the  longeft  day  of 
•  human  exiftcnce:  before  we  have  learn-, 
«  ed  to  ule  it,  we  find  it  at  an  cn.i.' 

The  regret  which  he  felt  for  the  lofs 
of  fo  g^eat  a  part  of  nis  .firft  day,  Uyok 
from  him  all  difpofition  to  <njoy  t!:c 
evening  j  and  after  having  endeavouivd, 
for  the  fake  of  his  attendants,  to  force 
an  air  of  gaiety,  and  excite  that  mirth 
which  he  could  not  (hare,  he  refolved 
to  refer  his  hopes  to  the  jiext  morning, 
and  lay  down  to  partake  with  the  flaves 
of  labour  and  poverty  the  bleffing  of 
flecp. 

He  rofe  early  the  fccond  morning,  and 
refolved  now  to  be  happy.  He  there- 
fore fixed  upon  the  gate  of  the  palace 
an  edi£l,  importing,  mat  whoever,  dur- 
ing nine  days,  fhould  appear  in  the  pie- 
fence  of  the  king  with  a  dejef^ed  counte- 
nance, or  utter  any  expreffion  of  difcon- 
ttnt  or  forrow,  fhould  be  driven  forever 
from  the  palace  of  Dambea. 

This  cdi6^    was    immediately  made 
'  kaown  In  evet'y  chamber  of  the  couit. 


and  bovrer  of  the  gardens.  Mirtii  wii 
frighted  away,  and  they  who  were  before 
dancing  in  the  lawns,  or  fmging  in  tbt 
ibades,  were  at  oi.ce  engaged  in  the  care 
oi  reglilating  their  looks,  that  ^cgei 
might  find  his  will  pun£hiaily  obeyed, 
and  fee  none  among  them  liable  to  ba» 
nifhment. 

Seged  now  met  every  face  fettled  in  a 
fmile  i  but  a  fmile  that  betrayed  iblici- 
tude,  timidity,  and  conftraint.  He  ac«> 
cofled  his  favourites  with  familiari^  and 
foftnefs ;  but  they  durfl  not  {peak  witji- 
out  premeditation,  lefl  they  fhould  be 
convifted  of  difcontent  or  forrow.  He 
propofed  diverfions,  to  which  no  objec* 
tion  was  made,  becaufe  obje^on  would 
have  implied  uneafinefs  j  but  they  were 
regarded  with  indifference  by  the  cour* 
tiers,  who  had  no  other  dcfirc  than  to 
figniizc  themfelves  by  clamorous  exul- 
tation. He  offered  various  topicks.of 
converfation,  but  obtained  only  forced 
jefts,  and  laborious  laughter  j  and  after 
many  attempts  to  animate  his  train  to 
confidence  and  alacrity,  was  obliged  to  - 
confcfs  to  himfelf  the  impotence  of  com- 
mand, and  refign  another  day  to  grief 
and  difappcintment. 

,  He  at  Irol  relieved  his  companions  from 
their  terrors,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his 
chamber,  to  afcertain,  by  different  mea* 
fures,  the  felicity  of  the  fucccedinp  days. 
At  Icngtli  he  threw  himfelf  on  toe  bed, 
and  clofed  his  eyes,  but  imagined,  in  hit 
flecp,  that  his  palace  and  gardens  were 
overwhelmed  by  an  imindation,  and 
waked  with  all  the  terrors  of  a  man 
flniggling  in 'the  water.  He  compofed 
himfelf  again  to  refl,  but  was  affrighted 
by  an  imaginary  irruption  into  his  king- 
dom, and  fbriving,  as  is  ufual  in  dreams^ 
without  ability  to  move,  fancied  himfelf 
betrayed  to  his  enemies,  and  again  fbut- 
ed  up  with  horror  and  indignation. 

It  was  now  day,  and  fear  was  fb 
iirongly  impreffed  on  his  mind,  tliat  be 
could  fleep  no  more. .  He  rofe,  but  bit 
thoughts  were  filled  with  the  deluge  and 
invafion,  nor  was  he  able  todifcngage  bit 
attention,  or  mingle  with  vacancy  and 
eafe  in  any  amufement.     At  length  bis 

Eerturbation  gave  way  to  reafon,  and 
e  refolved  no  longer  to  be  haraffed  by 
vifionary  miferics  j  but  before  this  rc(b' 
lution  could  be  completed,  half  the  day 
had  ehipfcd :  he  ftlt  a  new  convi£lion  of 
the  uncertamty  of  human  fcheme«» 
and  could  not  forbear  to  bewail  the 
weakneis  of  that  being  whole  ^uiec  waa 
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lb  be  hftcmxptcd  iyy  Tapours  of  the 
ikncy.  Having  been  firft'difturbed  by 
a  dreani>  he  af&rvrards  grieved  that  a 
dream  coiild  difturb  him.  He  at  laft 
difcovered,  that  his  terrors  and  grief 
were  equally  vain,  and  that  to  lofe  the 


*5t 

prefent  in  lamenting  the  pajl:  was  vo- 
luntarily to  protraft  amelanchdly  idfion. 
The  third  day  was  now  declining,  and 
Seged  again  molved  to  be  happy  on  th* 
morrow. 


N«».  CCV.    TUESDAY,  MARCH  3,  1752. 


■  VOLAT  AMBIGUZt 

MOBILII  ALIS   HOItA,    NEC  VLLI 
lEJBtTAT  V&LOX  FOATUNA   PID<M« 


6enkca* 


•  N  PICKLE  W1NC8  THK  MINUTES  HASTE, 
AND  rOftTUKX^S  FAVOVftS  NEVER  LAST. 


ON  the  fourth  morning  Seged  rofe 
early,  refrelhed  with  fleep,vigorous 
with  health,  and  eager  with  cxpeAation. 
He  entered  the  gahlen,  attended  by  the 
princes  and  ladies  of  his  court,  and  fee- 
ing nothing  about  him  but  airy  cheer- 
fulnefs,  begjan  to  (ay  to  his  heart— 
*  This  day  fliall  be  a  day  of  pleafure.' 
The  fun  played  upon  the  water,  the 
birds  warbled  in  the  groves,  and  the  gales 

Suivered  among  the  branches .  He  roved 
•6m  wallc  to  walk  as  ehancc  direfted 
bim,  and  Ibmetimes  littened  to  the  fongs, 
fometimes  mingled  with  the  dancei-s, 
fometimes  let  tooie  his  imagination  in 
flights  of  merriment,  and  fometimes 
uttered  grave  refle6Uons,  and  fententious 
maxims,  and  feafted  On  the  admiration 
with  which  they  v/cre  received. 

TTius  the  day  rolled  on,  without  any 
accident  of  vexation,  or  intrufion  of 
melancholy  thoughts.  All  that  beheld 
him  caught  gladnefs  from  his  looks,  and 
the  fight  of  happinefs  conferred  by  him- 
felf  filled  his  heart  with  fatisfa^lion :  but 
having  paffed  three  hours  in  this  harm- 
lefs  luxury,  he  was  alarmed  on-  a  fud- 
flen  by  an  univerfal  fcream  among  the 
women,  and  turning  back,  faw  the 
whole  aflcmbljr  flying  in  ccnfufion.  A 
Young  crocodile  had  riftn  .  out  of  the 
lake,  and  was  ranging  the  garden  in 
wantonnefs  or  hunger.  Seged  beheld 
him  with  indignation,  as  a  difhirber  of 
his  felicity,  and  chafed  him  back  into  the 
lake,  but  could  not  perfuade  his  retinue 
to  fUy,  or  firee  their  hearts  from  the 
terror  which  had  fetzed  upon  them. 
The  princefTcs  inclofed  thcmlclvcs  in  the 
[Mlace,  and  could  yet  fcarcely  believe 
ihnafplnt  Im  &f«ty.    Every  attiDtioQ 


F.  Lewis. 

was  fixed  upon  the  late  danger  and 
efcape,  and  no  mind  was  any  longer  at 
leiiure  for  gay  fallies  or  carelefs  prattle. 

Seged  haid  now  no  other  employment 
than  to  contemplate  the  innumerablt . 
cafualties  which  fie  in  ambiflh  on  every^ 
fide  to  intercept  the  happinefs  of  man, 
and  break  in  upon  the  hour  of  delight 
and  tranquillity-  He  had,  however, 
the  confolation  of  thinking,  that  he  had 
not  been  now  difappointod  by  his  own 
fault,  and  that  the  accfdent  which  had 
blafted  the  hopes  of  the  day  might  eafiljf 
be  prevented  by  future  caution. 

That  lie  might  provide  for  the^leafuro 
of  the  next  nreming,  he  refolved  to  re- 
peal his  penal  edift,  fince  he  had  abeady 
found  that  difcontent  and  melancholy 
were  not  to  be  ijrighted  away  by  the 
threats  of  authority,  and  that  picafure 
would  only  refide  where  fhe  was  ex- 
empted from  controul.  He  therefore 
invited  all  the  companions  of  his  retreat 
to  unbounded  pleafantry,  by  propofing 
prizes  for  thofe  who  (hould,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  diftingui(h  themfelves  by 
any  fettlve  performances  j  the  tables  of 
the  antechamber  were  covered  with  gold 
and  pearls,  and  robes  and  garlands  de- 
creed the  rewards  of  thof^  who  could 
refine  elegance  of  heighten  pleafure. 

At  this  difplay  of  riches  every  eye 
immediately  fparkled,  and  every  tongue 
was  bulled  m  celebrating  the  bounty  and 
magpnificence  of  the  emperor.  But  when 
Seged  entered,  in  hopes  of  uncommon 
entertainment  from  univerfal  emulation^ 
he  found  that  any  palTion  too  fb-ongly 
agitated  puts  an  end  to  that  tranquillity 
which  is  neceffary  to  nhrth,  and  teat  the 
mind  that  it  to  be  moved  by  the  gentle 
TcntilattoDt 
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vtttilationA  of  gatety»  muft  be  iirft 
linoothffd  by  a  total  calm.  Whatever 
we  ardently  wiih  to  gain,  we  mull  in  the 
fitme  degree  be  afraid  to  lofe,  and  fear 
ted  pkafure  cannot  dw«:Il  to|;ether* 

AUwas  DOW  care  and  folLcitude.  Uo^ 
thine  was  done  or  fpoken  but  with  fo 
viiQ)Te  an  endeavour  at  perfe^lion,  as  al- 
way  failed  to  deli^lit^  though  it  (bme- 
times  forc^  admiration  t  and  8e?ed 
taRild  not  but  6b(bve  with  forrow,  that 
1ms  prises  had  more  influence  than  him- 
lelf.  As  the  evening  approached^  the 
conteftgrew  more  eameft»  and  thofe  who 
%vere  forood  to  aUow  themlf  Ives  excelled, 
begai^  to  difcover  the  malignity  of  de- 
^tat,  firft  by  angry  ghncts,  and  at  laft 
Vy  contemptuous  murmurs.  Seged  like* 
wife  fliared  the  anxiety  of  the  day}  for 
confidering  himfeif  as  obliged  to  diftri- 
Wte  with  exa6l  juftice  the  prices  which 
had  been  fo  zealoufly  fought,  he  dui  tt 
never  remit  his  attention)  but  pafTed  his 
time  upon  the  rack  of  doubt  in  balanc- 
ing different  kinds  of  merit,  and  adjuft- 
iog  the  claims  of  all  the  competitors. 

At  laft,  knowing  that  no  exadtncfs 
•ould  fatisfy  thofe  wb.ofe  hopes  he  fhoukl 
tfi(appolnt,  and  thinking  that  on  a  day 
fet  apart  for  happineft,  it  would  be  ci-uel 
to  opprefs  any  heart  with  forrow,  he  de- 
clared that  all  had  picafed  him  alike, 
^nd  difmiffed  all  with  prefents  of  equal 
mlue. 

Seged  foon  faw  that  his  caufion  had 
Hot  been  able  to  avoid  ofTcnce.  They 
who  had  believed  themfelves  fecure  of 
riie  hightrft  prizes,  were  not  picafed  to  be 
fcvclled  with  the  crowd  5  ancl  though,  by 
the  liberality  of  the  king,  they  received 
more  than  his  promife  had  intitled  them 
CO  cxpe6l,  they  departed  unfatisficd,  be- 
caufe  they  were  honoured  with  no  dif- 
^n^Hon,  and  wanted  an  opportunity  to 
triumph  in  the  mortification  of  their  op- 
ponents.    <  Behold  here,*    faid  Seged, 

•  the  condition  of  him  who  places  his 

*  happiDcfs  in  the  happinels  of  others!' 
He  then  retired  to  meditate,  and  while 
the  courtiers  were  repining  at  his  diftri- 
butions,  faw  the  fifth  fun  go  down  in 
Mifcontent. 

The  next  dawn  renewed  his  refolu- 
tion  to  be  happy.  But  having  leamed 
kow  little  he  ccu'.d  etfcifl  bV  fettled 
Ibhemes  or  preparatoiy  meaiures,  he 
thought  it  bcft  to  give  up  one  day  en- 
tirely to  chance,  and  left  every  one  to 
pleaf&aiid  be  pleafcd  his  own  way. 

This  feiaxatioD  of  regularity  dlHuf- 


ed  a  gentnl  comphecnce  dHmi|gli  ^ 
whole  court)  ind  the  emperor  imagined 
that  he  had  at  laft  found  the  iecret  of 
obtaining  an  interval  of  felicity.  Bat 
as  he  was  roving  in  this  careleis  aflem* 
bly  with  equal  careleflhefsj  be  overheard 
one  of  his  courtiers  in  a  clolc  arbour 
murmuring  alone— <  What  merit  has 
*'  Seged  above  us,  that  we  (houki  thus 

*  fear  and  obey  him ;    a  ma&  whom, 

*  whatever  he  may  haVe  formerly  per- 

*  formed,  his  luxury  now  (bews  to  have 

*  the  fame  weaknefs  with  ourfelves.* 
This  chaige  a/fefted  him  the  more,  as 
it  was  uttered  by  one  whom,  he  had  al- 
ways obierved  among  the  moft  abje^  of 
his  flatterers.  At  flrft  his  indignatiofl 
prompted- him  to  feverity  "J  but  refle^n^ 
that  what  was  fpoke  without  intentiort 
to  be  heaid  was  to  be  eonfldered  as  onlf 
thought,  and  was  perhaps  but  the  fud« 
den  burft  of  cafual  and  tempoi'ary  vex- 
ation, he  invented  fome  decent  pretence 
to  fend  him  away,  that  his  retreat  might 
not  be  tainted  with  the  breath  of  envy  > 
and  after  the  ftruggle  of  deliberatkA 
was  paft,  and  all  deftfe  of  revenge  ut- 
terly fupprefl'ed,  paflfed  the  evening  not 
only  with  tranquillity,  but  triuroph» 
though  none  -but  himfelf  was  confciooi 
of  the  viftory. 

The  remembrance  of  this  cleroencf 
cheered  the  beginning  of  the  fevenn 
day,  and  iK>thing  happened  to  difturfc 
the  pieafure  of  Seged,  till  looking  on  the 
tree  that  Hiaded  him,  he  recolle^cd,  thit 
under  a  tree  of  the  Ikme  kind  he  bad 
palTed  the  nirijt  after  his  defeat  in  the 
kingdom  of  Uoiama*  The  reflexion 
on  his  lofs,  his  diihonour,  and  thf 
miferies  which  his  fubjc6ls  fuffered 
from  the  invader,  filled  him  with  fad* 
uefs.  At  laft  he  fliook  off  the  weight 
of  forrow,  and  began  to  fblace  himlcif 
with  his  ufual  pleafures,  when  his  tran- 
ouillity  was  again  difturbed  by  jcalpu- 
hcs  which  the  late  conteft  for  tne  priip 
had  produced,  and  which,  having  in 
vain  tried  to  pacifv  them  by  perfuaiwat 
he  was  forced  by  hlence  to  command. 

On  the  eighth  morning  Seged  was 
awakened  early  by  an  unulual  hurry  in 
the  apartments,  and  enquiiing  the cauif# 
was  told  that  the  Princefs  Balkis  wa> 
feized  with  ficknefs.  He  rofe,  and  call- 
ing the  phyficians,  found  that  they  had 
little  hope  of  her  recovery.  Here  was 
an  end  of  jollity :  all  his  though^i  ^^ 
now  upon  his  daughter,  who6  cy^*  *** 
doied  on  the  tenth  jlay*      ,  . 
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*lnch  were  the  inp  wWch  Scgcd  of 
Ethiopia  had  apnfopriated  to  a  fliort  re- 
fth^tioO  from  tne  fatigue*  of  war  and 
liie  carts  of  gorernment.    Tbif  Alrra^ 


tlve  he  hat  bequeathed  to  flittire  gene* 
rations,  that  no  man  hereafter  mzf 
prefuvnc  to  fay— «  This  day  fcatt  bl  t 
*  day  of  happmels/ 


N<^CCVL    SATURDAY,  MARCH  7,  175^ 

»tO»eMTI  K»lt»Vl«  TVDtTf   ATt.Ot  tAMU  kSf  Utt^ 

9T  Soma  ttMtiA  roTtSf  aaixma  tivikx  ^.^aoka. 
nvi*  iiAtoxM*»  %t  Awr%6vr%y  amp  still  trx  samx» 

LO«T  TO  ALL  ttlitt  or  BONOVa  AND  OF  FAMB> 

TROW  TIT  CAw'fT  LOV«  TO  MAWNT  TBI  OBXAT  MAM^S  BOAtft^ 

AJB».TBIKS^M»  fVtrSB  B00»  BVT  WITB  A  LOAD* 

Bowttk* 


WH£  H  DiogenH  wal  once  alked 
what  kind  of  wide  he  liked  bcft, 
%e  anrwered—- <  t*hat  which  b  drunk  at 

•  the  coft  of  others.* 

•  Tliough  the  chara6^er  of  Dbgenes 
Bas  never  excited  any  general  zeal  of 
imitation,  there  are  many  who  refemhle 
him, in  his  tafte  of  wine  j  many  who  are 
iruga)',  though  not  abftemious;  whofe 
gppetites,  tliough  too*  powerful  for  rea- 
son,  arc  kept  under  reftiairtt  by  atarice^ 
and  to  whom  all  delicacies  lofb  their 
ilavoiir  when  they  cannot  be  obtained 
but  at  their  own  ex  pence. 

Nothing  produces  more  Angularity  of 
inanners  and  inconl^'ancr  of  life,  than 
ihe  confli6l  of  oppofi^e  victs  in  the  fame 
mind.     He  that  uniformly  purfues  any 

Jmrpofe,  whether  good  or  bad,  has  a 
ettted  prihciple  o?  a^liohj  artd  as  he 
may  always  nnd  affociates  who  are  tra- 
velling the  fn.me  way,  is  countenanced 
^y  example,  and  (heltered  in  the  multi- 
tuc\e;  hut  a  man  actuated  at  once  by 
different  defires,  muft  move  in  a  dii*ec- 
tion  peculiar*  tb  himfelf,  and  fuffer  that 
reproach  which  we  ire  naturally  inclin- 
ed to  beftow  on  thofe  who  deviate  from 
the  reft  of  the  world,  even  without  en- 
quiring whether  they  are  worfe  or  better. 
Yet  this  conf!i5l  of  defire  fomctlmes 
produces  woriderful efforts.  To  riot  in 
farr fetched  dlOics,  or  furfeit  wirh  on- 
exhaulled  variety,  and  yet  pra^ife  the 
moft  rigid  cconouy,  is  Airely  an  art 
which  may  )uftly  draw  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind uponthcm  whofe  induftry  or  judg- 
hient  hjLS  enabled  them  to  attain  it.  To 
him,  irtifeed,  who  is  content  to  break 
©pen  the  chcfts,  or  mortgage  the  ma- 
nors of  his  artceftors,  that  he  may  hire 
tiie  minillen  of  cxcefs  it  the  mgheft 


pnce,  ^tuttony  is  an  eafy  fcience;  ftk 
we  often  heai^  the  votaries  of  luxury 
boafting  of  the  elegance  which  they  owt 
(o  the  tafte  of  others,  relating  with  rap* 
ture  the  fucceffion  of  difhes  with  which 
their  cooks  and  caterers  fupply  thcmj 
and  expe^ing  their  (haie  of  praife  with 
the  dilcoverei-s  of  arts  and  the  civtlizsrf 
6f  nations.  JBut  to  Hior^en  the  way  to 
convivial  happinefs,  by  eating  without 
coft,  is  a  fcci-et  hitherto  in  few  hands* 
but  certainly  defsrveS  the  curiofity  of 
thofe  whoie  principal  enjoyment  is  their 
dinner,  and  who  fee  the  fun  rife  with 
no  other  hope  than  that  they  ihall  £fl 
their  bellies  before  it  fets. 

Of  them  that  ha^e  witliiA  my  know^ 
ledge  attempted  this  fchcmeof  happinefif 
£he  greater  part  have  been  immediately 
obliged  to  defift}  and  fome,  whom  thcit 
firft  attempts  flattered  with  (Uccefs,  were 
reduced  by  degree^   to   a    few  tableSf 
fi*om  which  they  were  at  laft  chafed  to 
make  way  for  others  ^  and*  having  long 
habituated    themfelves    to    fupei^uous 
plenty,  growled  away  their  latter  yeart 
m  dijbontented  Competence. 
,    None  enter  the  regions  of  luxury  wlt^ 
higher  expe^tions  than  men  ot  wit, 
who  imagine  that  they  (hall  never  want 
a  vVelcome  to  that  compaiiy  whofe  idea* 
they  can  enlam>   or  whofe  imagina* 
tions  they  ean  elevate,  and  believe  uem* 
(elves  able  to  pay  for  their  wine  with 
the  mirth  which  it  (qualifies  them  to 
•  produce*     Full  of  this  opinion,   they 
Crowd,  viath  little  invitation,  v^crever 
the  fmell  6f  a  fealt  allures  them,  but 
are  feldom  encoura^d  to  repeat  their 
vifits,  being  dreaded  by  the  pert  at  ri» 
vals,  and  hated  by  the  dull  as  difturbert 
of  the  compa&y. 
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No  man  has  been-  fb  happy  in  gain* 
lag  and  keeping  the  privilege,  of  hving 
^  luxurious  houfei  as  GuTofulusy  who 
after  thirty  yeai-s  of  continual  revehy, 
has  now  eilabli(hed»  by  uncontroverted 
prefcription,  his  claim  to  partake  of  every 
entertainment^  and  whole  prelence  they 
who  afpire  to  the  praiie  oTa  iiimptuous 
table  are  careful  to  procure  on  a  day  of 
importanccy  by  fending  the  invitation  a 
fortnifi;ht  before. 

Gulofuhn  entered  the  world  with- 
out any  eminent  degree  of  merit;  but 
was  careful  to  freqtiimt  houies  where 
perlbns  of  rank  reforted.  By  being 
^ea  feen,  he  became  in  time  known  j 
and  from  fitting  in  the  fame  room,  was 
fufFeitd  to  mix  in  idle  converfatipn,  or 
aflified  to  fill  up  a  vacant  hour»  when 
better  amufement  was  not  readily  to  be 
bad.  From  the  coffec-houfe  he  was 
fometimes  taken  away  to  dinner ;  and 
is  no  man  i-efufes  the  acquaintance  of 
him  whom  he  fees  admitted  to  famili- 
arity bv  others  of  equal  dignity,  when 
he  had  oeen  met  at  a  few  tables,  he  witli 
kfs  difficulty  found  the  way  to  more, 
till  at  lafl  he  was  regularly  expelled  to 
appear  wherever  preparations  are  made 
ior  a  feaft,  vidthin  the  circuit  of  his  ac 
quaintance. 

When  he  was  thus  by  acclilent  initi- 
ated in  luxury,  he  ^It  in  himfclf  no  in- 
cKnation  to  retire  from  a  life  of  To  much 
'f>leafure,  and .  therefbrc  vei-y  ferioufly 
Confidered  how  he  might  continue  it. 
Great  qualities,  or  uncommon  accom- 
plifhments,  he  did  not  find  neceffory; 
foi*  he  had  already  feen  that  merit  rather 
enforces  refoe^^  than  attracts  fondnefs  { 
and  as  he  tnought  no  folly  greater  than 
that  of  lofing  a  dinner  for  any  other  gra- 
tification, he  often  congratulated  himfclf^ 
that  he  had  none  of  that  dilgufling  excel- 
lence which  iinprefTes  awe  upon  great- 
aefs,  and  condemns  it*s  pofTeUbrs  to  the 
ibciety  of  thofe  who  are  wife  or  brave« 
and  indigent  as  therafelves. 
-  Oulofulus  having  never  allotted  much 
of  his  time  to  books  or  meditation,  had 
Y10  opinion  in  phllofophy  or  politicktt 
and  was  not  in  danger  of  injuring  his 
intcreH  by  dogmatic^  pofitions,  or  vio- 
lent cowradi^ion.  If  a  difpute  arofe« 
lie  took  care  to  liften  with  earnefl  atten- 
*tion  I  and  when  either  fpeaker  grew  ve- 
liement  and  loud,  turned  towards  him 
with  eager  quicknefs,  and  uttered  a 
^rt  phme  of  admintloni  as  if  Air* 


nrifod  by  fuch  cogency  of  ai^goment^ 
ne  had  never  known  before.  By  this 
filent  conceflion,  he  generally  preferved 
in  either  controveitiS  fuch  a  con  virion 
of  his  own  fuperiority,  as  inclined  htm 
rather  to  pity  than  irritate  his  adver^'» 
and  prevented  thofe  outrages  which  are 
(broetimes  produced  by  the  rage  of  de- 
feat, or  petulance  of  triumph. 
•  Gulotulus  was  never  enibarrafled  but 
wheahe  was  required  tckdeclare  his  fen- 
timents  before  he  had  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  to  which  fide  the  mafhr  of  the 
houfe  inclined,  for  it  was  tiis  liivariabte 
rule  to  adopt  the  notlona'of  thole  that 
invited  him.' 

It  will  fometimes  happen  that  the  in- 
folence  of  wealth  breaks  into  contcmp* 
tuoufnefs,  or  the  turbulence  of  wine  rs- 
quires  a  vent}  and  Gulofulus  feldom 
fails  of  being  fingled  out  oo  fuch  emer- 
gencies, as  one  on  whom  any  expcti* 
racnt  of  ribaldry  may  be  faWy  tried. 
Sometimes  his  lordlhip  finds  himfclf  in- 
clined to  exhibit  a  fpeclmen  of  raiJleiy; 
for  the  diverfion  of  his  ^efl,  and  Gu- 
lofulus always  fuppUes  him  with  a  fnln 
Jeft  of  merriment.  But  he  has  learn- 
ed to  confider  rudeneis  and  indignities 
as  familiarities  that  entitle  him  to  great- 
er freedom :  he  comforts  himfcIfT  ^^ 
thofe  who  treat  and  infult  him  pay  for 
their  laiighter,  and  that  he  ke«>s  bis  mo* 
ney  while  they  enjoy  their  jeft. 

His  chief  policy  confifts  in  feleRing 
fome  difh  frdn  every  courfc,  and  re- 
commending it  to  the  company,  with  air 
air  fo  deciUve,  that  no  one  ventures  to 
contradict  him.  By  this  prafticc  Ix 
acquires  at  a  feafl  a  kind  of  diftatori^ 
authority}  his  taffe  becomes  the  ftapdam 
of  pickles  and  leafbning,  and  be  is  ve- 
nerated br  the  profeflbra  of  epicurifini 
as  the  only  man  who  underflaods  the 
niceties  of  cookeiy. 

Whenever  a  new  fimce  Is  imported,  or 
anr  innovation  made  in  the  culiiwiy 
fyitem,  he  procures  the  earliefl  intern- 
gence,  and  the  mofk  anthentick  ^^^^^ 
and  by  communicating  his  knowleoge 
under  proper  injunctions  of  ^^^* 
gains  a  right  of  tailing  his  own  difh 
whenever  it  is  prepared*  that  he '»*X?J' 
whether  his  direaioi^  have  been  foly 
underftood.  . 

By  this  method  of  life  OtibfulM  "* 
fb  imprelTed  on  his  imagination  ^Jj^ 
aity  of  feafting,  that  he  has  no  ^p^ 
topick  of  talk,  or  fubjea  of  mcflfW 
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iloii.    ftis  cafenclar  \i  a  bill  of  £uie } 

he  meafurcs  the  year  by  fuccefliTe  dain- 

\       tics.     The  only  common  places  of  his 

\     memory  are  his  meals ;  and  if  you  aflc 

^  him  at  what  time  an  event  happened,  he 

confitlcrs  wliether  he   heard  it  after  a 

dinner  of  torbot  or  vcnifon.    He  knows, 

indeed,  that  thofe  who  value  themfelves 

ixpon  fenfe»  ieaming,  or  piety,  ipeak  of 


him  with  contempt;  btrt  he  conliders 
them  as  wretches  envious  or  ignorant, 
who  do  not  know  his  happinefs,  or  wiih 
to  fupplant  him  \  and  (leclares  to  his 
friends,  that  he  is  fully  fatlsiied  with 
his  own  condu6V,  iincc  he  has  fed  every 
day  on  twenty  diihes,  and  yet  doubled 
his  eftate. 


N«»CCVn.    TUESDAY,  MARCH    10,175a. 

SOlVt   SKNKtCZNTBM  MATURE  SANVS  ZqjUUM,   NK 
rSCCZT  AD  XXTREMVM  ftIOXM>US, 

Hon. 

'THE  VOICE  or   REASON  CRIBS  WITH  WIH14IKC  FORCBj 
JLOOSE  FROM   THE   RAPID  CAR   YOVR   ACEO  HORSE, 
LEST,    IN  THE  RACE  DERIDED,    LEFT  BEHIND^ 
HE  BRAO  Uli  JADED  LIMBS  AND  BVRST  HIS  WIND. 

FtAlfOfS* 


StJ  C  H  is  the  emptinefs  of  human  en- 
joyment, that  we  are  always  im- 
patient of  the  prefent.  AtUinment  is 
tbllowetl  by  ii«ele^»  and  poflVflion  by 
difgud;  and  the  malicious  remark  of 
Ae  Greek  epigrammatift  on  marriage 
may  be  applied  to  every  other  courfe  of 
Kfe,  that  it*s  two  days  of  happinefs  are 
the  firll  and  the  laft. 

Few  moments  arc  more  pleafing  than 
thofe  in  which  the  mind  is  concerting 
ibeafures  for  a  new  undertaking.  .From 
the  firllhint  that  wakens  the  fancy,  till 
tiie  hour  of  aflual  execution,  all  is  im- 
provement and  progfrefs,  triumph  and 
Kliciry.     Every  hour  brings  additions 
to  the  original  icheme,  luggefts  fome 
ne>y  expedient  to  fecure  fuccefs,  or  dif-- 
covers  confeauential  advantages  not  hi- 
therto   foreiecn.      While  preparations 
-Ire  made,  and  materials  accumulated, 
/^day  glides  after  day   through   elyfian 
'     ttroij^^,  and  the  heart  daaces  to  the 
V,  feng  of  hope. 

Such  is  the  pleafure  of  jrojefting* 
that  many  content  themfelves  witn  a  lu^-"" 
ceffion  of  vifionary  fchemes,  and  wear 
out  their  allotted  time  in  the  calm  amufe- 
Inent  of  contriving  what  they  never  at* 
tempt  or  hope  to  execute. 

Others,  not  able  to  feaft  their  ima- 
gination with  pure  ideas,  advance  fome- 
what  nearer  to  the  groifneis  of  a^ion, 
with  fi^reat  diUgente  colled  whatever  is 
tequinte  to  their  defign,  and,  after  a 
tboja£ind  refbarches  and  confultations, 
Aft  {xaXA\i»i  asiay  ^y  death,  as  they 
r:.:.-v 


ftand  in  frociyffu  waiting  for  a  proper 
opportunity  to  begin. 

If  there  were  no  other  end  of  life, 
than  to  find  fome  adequate  foUce  for 
everyday,  I  know  not  whether  any  con- 
dition could  be  preferred  to  that  of  the 
man  who  involves  himfelf  in  his^iPnC 
thoughts,  ani  never  fu€crs  experience  1. 
to  Ihew  him  the  vanity  of  Ipeculation  \  I 
for  no  fooner  are  notions  reduced  trJ 
pra^ice,  than  tranquillity  and  confi- 
dence forfake  the  breaft ;  eveiy  Aaj. 
brings  i^tafk,  and  often  without  bring- 
ing abilities  to  psrfonn  it:  difficulties 
embarrafs,  imcertainty  perplexes,  op- 
polition  retards,  cenfarc  cxafperates,  or 
neglefl  depreflls.  We  proceed,  be- 
citufe  we  have  begun  5  we  complete  our 
deiign,  that  the  labour  already  fpent  may 
not  be  vain:  but  as  expeaation  gra- 
dually dies  away,  the  gay  fmile  of  ala- 
crity difappears,  we  are  compelled  to 
implore  fcverer  powers,  and  trult  the 
event  to  patience  and  con(hncy. 

When  once  our  labour  has  begun,  the 
eorofoit  that  enables  us  to  endure  it  it 
the  profpeft  of  it*s  end;  for  though  in 
every  long  work  there  are  fome  joyous 
intervals  of  felf-applaufe,  when  the  at- 
tention is  recreated  by  unexpe£^ed  faci» 
lity,  and  the  imagination  Toothed  by  in- 
cidental exeellencies ;  yet  the  toil  with 
which  performance  ftruggles  after  idea» 
ts  fo  irkfome  and  diigutting,  and  fo 
frequent  is  the  neceflity  of  refting  be-, 
low  that  perfe£lion  wliich- we  imagined 
within  oui-  rea«;h9  that  feldom  M)y  man 
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o^aint  mofe  frioi  Ut  iodfiavourt  than 
a  paintul  convi^ion  9f  his  defers,  and 

^  a  continual  refuicitation  of  deli;  es  which 
l^  fceU  himfelf  unable  to  gratify. 

So  ceitainly  it  wearinels  the  conco* 
mitant  of  our  undertakings^  ti\at  ifveiy 
xQAMy  in  whatever  he  is  oigaged,  con- 
folcs  himfelf  with  tbe  hooe  of^chang^  \ 
if  he  has  made  his  w.;y  by  afliduity  to 
publick  employment,  he  talks  among 
his  frjends  of  the  delight  of  retreat  j  if 
by  the  neceflity  of  fditary  application 
he  is  fecluded  from  the  work!,  he  liftens 
with  a  beating  heart  to  diftant  noi(esy 
lon^  to  mingle  with  lining  beings,  and 

,  refolres  to  take  herpafterliis  fiu  of  dt- 
verfions,  or  difplay  his  abilities  on  the 
univerfal  theatre,  and  enjoy  the  pleafure 

fiftin£lion  and  appbuie. 
very  dedre,  however  innocent,  grows 
;erous,  as  by  loiig  indulgence  \t  be- 
»  ^ieeadant  in  the  mind.    When 
ave  been  much  accuftomed  to  con- 
anr-thlng  as  capable  of  ghring  bap- 
Sinefs,  it  is  not  eafy,  to  reftrain  our  ar- 
our,  or  to  forbear  fome  precipitatk)n 
in  our  adrasces,  and  trre^larity  in  our 
ypurfuits.  He  that  has  cultivated  the  tree, 
J  watched  the  fwelling  bud  and  opening 
/  bloflbm,  and  pleaibd  himfelf  with  com* 
)    puting  how  much  evenr  fun  and  (hower 
S    add  to  it*f  growth,  icarocly  Itays  till 
V  Ae  fruit   hat  obtained  it's  maturity, 
Wtit  dgfesU  bis  own  caret  by  eagemefs 
to  reward  them.    When  we  have  dili- 
gently laboured  for  any  purpofe,  we  are 
willing  to  believe  that  we  have  attained 

[it,  and,  becaufe  we  have  ahieady  done 
much,  too  fuddenly  conclude  that  no 
aaore  is  to  be  done. 

'  AH  attraction  is  increa(e(l  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  attra£tinff  body.  We 
never  find  ourielvee  fo  deurous  to  iinilh, 
as  in  the  latter  part  of  our  work,  or  Co 
impatient  of  delay,  at  when  we  know 
that  delay  cannot  be  long*  Thus  nn- 
ieafonable  importtmity  of  difconteut 
ma)'  be  partly  imputed  fo  languor  and 
wearmefs,  which  muft  always  oppreft 
thofe  more  whofe  toil  hat  been  longer 
continued;  but  the  greater  part  ufually 
proceeds  from  fref^uent  eontemplation 
•f  that  eafe  which  is  now  confaiered  at 
within  reach,  and  whtchf  when  it  hat 
once  flattered  our  hopes,  we' cannot  fuf- 
ierto  be  withheld. 

<  In  icme  of  the  nobkft  eompofitiont 
«f  wit,  the  conchifion  £aHs  below  the 
¥ifMir  and  fpiritof  the  firft  books ;  and 
Mtgieniiitte  not  to  be  degraded  by  the 


imputation  of  hnimn  fciTiasts  tl»  cftftk 
of  this  declcnfion  it  commofily  iouj^ht 
ip  the  itru^re  of  the  work,  and  plau«> 
fible  reafons  arc  given  why  in  the  de- 
fective part  left  ornannent  was  necedary, 
or  lefs  could  be  admitted.  But,  ptr* 
haps,  the  author  would  have  con^dcd* 
that  his  fancy  was  tired,  and  his  per- 
f^verance  broken ;  that  he  kn^  his  de«» 
(ign  to  be  unfiniihed,  but  that  when  hm 
(aw  the  end  fo  near,  he  could  no  loogcr 
refufi:  to  be  at  reft..  . .  «^ 

Againft  the  in(^iltations  of  this  frigul  ^ 
opiate,  the  heart  (hould  be  fecured  by  all^ 
the  con (iderat ions  which  once  concurred 
to  kindle  the  ardour  of  enterprizr. 
Whatever  motive  firft  incited  action,  has 
ftiU  greater  force  to  ftimulate  pci^ve'» 
ranee  j  fince  he  that  might  have  laiiTlilll 
!lf  fliil  Ih  blamelefs  ohfcuiity,  cannot 
a^l^rwards  defift  but  wixh  infamy  and 
reproach.  He  whom  a  doubtful  pro« 
mife  of  diftant  good  could  encourage  to 
fet  difiiculties  at  defiance,  ought  not  to 
remit  his  vigour,  when  he  has  ahnoft 
obtained  hi^  recompence.  To  &int  or 
loiter,  when  only  the  lait  cfTorts  are  re«4^ 
quired,  is  to  (leer  the  (hip  through  tem« 
peAs,  and  abandon  it  to  the  winds  in 
Sght  of  land ;  it  it  to  break  the  gfo«n4 
and  fcatter  the  feed,  and  at  lali  to  negje^ 
the  hai-veft. 

The  mailers  of  rhetoiick  dlre^  ^at 
the  mod  forcible  argumeilfs  be  produced 
in  the  latter  part  of  an  oration,  left  tbcf 
ftiould  be  efniced  or  perplexed  by  foper- 
venient  images.    This  precept  may  ba 
juftly  extended  to  the  ieries  of  life:  no* 
thing  is  ended  with  honour,  which  does 
not  conclude  better  than  it  began.     ^ 
is  not  fuffieient  to  maintain  the  iirftj^ 
gour  i  for  excellence  lofct  it*s  effe^  5p8|\ 
the  mind  by  cuftom,  at  light  after  4^ 
time  ceafet  to  dassle.  Admiration  mv$r  ' 
be  continued  by  that  novelty  which  firft 
produced  it,  and  how  much  ibevtr  is 
j^iven,  there  niuft  always  be|reaibn  1^ 
ima^ne  that  more  rentems,   ^AA^^^\  lA 

We  not  only  are  moft  fenfiMe  of  d| 

laft  immdions,  but  fnch  it  the  nawil^ 

lingneu  of  mankind  to  adaait  tranfcea* 

dent  merit,  that,  though  it  be  difficult 

to  obliterate  the  reproach  of  mifcarriagu 

by  wV  (ubf^uent  atdbierement^  hcMP- 

ever  ifluftrlous,  yet  theitpntation  rai64 

by  a  long  train  of  fucscfr^  may  be^fantlly 

mined  by  a  fingle  failure  {  for  weaEIS^ 

,  or  error  w'dl  be  ahvayt  rcmembcisd  by  \ 

^  that  malice  and  envy  which  it  gradi^i^ 

.  for  the  pnfcniJMi.rf  (hit  diftfO^ 

Digitized  bfGOOgle    HWtt*- 


A  ,.  -» 


T«E  R AMBI/Elt. 


Ht  laft  upon  tlu  greauft  perfiarmanceH 
it  if  nt<dBStfy|&  proport'ioo  cycfuUyow 
labour  tp  our  ftrehgCKl  ITtBe  defign 
«jPil|iliftl  UBfif  pai-Uy^equally  dfttntialt 
Mid  therefore  iwt  to  be  repant^d,  the 
^y  timt  for  cautiofi  i$  before  we  tn* 
gage ;  tbe  powers  of  the  mind  muft  be 
wn  impartiaJly  tftifsated,  and  it  muil 
Vc  remembered,  that  not  to  complete 
the  plan,  i$  not  to  have  begun  iti  and 
that  nothing  it  done,  whik  any  thing  i« 
emitted. 

But,  if  the  taikconGfts  in  tbe  repeti- 
tion^  ^^^  ^^^*  ^^  ^"^  ^^  which  de- 
fives  it's  «mcacy  from  the  reft>  it  may 
he  atttmpud  with  lefs  (crupk,  becauie 


4ik 


there  ie  alwuyts  opportunity"  to  refrtsl 
with  honour.  The  danffer  is  only,  IcH 
we  expeSi  from  tlie  world  the  indulgenoa 
with  which  moft  are  difpofed  to  trett 
themfelves }  and  in  the  hour  ot  httlcfs^ 
o^s  imagine,  that  the  diligefice  tA'  one 
day  wiU  atone  for  the  idieneis  of  another^ 
and  that  applaule  begun  by  approbation 
will  be  fiontinued  by  habit. 

Hf  that  It  himlelf  weary  wiH  fooii 
weary  the  publtck.  Let  him  thertibra 
lay  down  his  employm^mt,  whatever  it 
be,  who  can  no  longer  exert  hit  formet 
activity  or  attention ;  let  hira  not  cade 
four  to  (tmffg^e  with  ceni\«*e,  o»'  obji 
patcly  inteftthe  liagc  till  a  general  hiA^ 
commands  him  to  depart. 


N»  CCVni.   SATURDAY,  MARCH  14,  1752. 

Dioo.Iaimt* 

BE  CONE,    T£   B|.OCKHtADt,    HSKACLITVS  CXitt, 

AND  LEAVK  MY  LABOURS  TO  TBS  LXARN*0  AMD  WISaf  , 

BT   wit,  by   knowledge,    STVDIOUfl  TO  BE  BEAD, 

S  tCOBN  THE  MtlLTlTUDE,  AI.IVE  OB  DEAD* 


TIME,  which  puts  an  end  to  all 
human  pleafures  and  (brrows,  has 
^^Mwifa  eoQcIudeii  the  hbours  of  the 
Itambler.  Having  fupported,  for  tv|ro 
yeart,  the  anxious  employment  of  a  pe- 
ftodicd  writer,  and  multipPiedmyeflays 
to  four  Volumes,  I  have  now  dctermin* 
cd  to  defift. 

The  reafons  of  this  refi>1ution  it  is  of 
little  importance  to  declare,  (ince  jufti- 
^cation  is  unneceflfary  when  no  obje6Hon 
is  made.  ]^  am  far  from  fuppofing,  thlit 
the  cefllation  of  my  performances  will 
nife  any  inquiry,  wr  I  have  never  been 
nrach  a  favourite  of  the  publidc,  nor 
can  boaft  that,  in  the  progrefs  of  ray  un* 
dertaking,  I  have  been  animated  by  the 
Rewards  of  the  liberal,  the  cai-efTci  of  the 
great,  or  the  praifes  of  th«  eminent. 

But  I  have  no  defign  to  ffratify  pride 
by  fubmlfnon,  or  malice  by  lamentation} 
Bor  think  it  reafbnable  to  complain  of 
me^t^  from  thofe  whole  regard  I  never 
ibucited.  If  I  have  not  been  diftin- 
ftniftwd  by  the  diftributors  of  literary 
AOQours,  I  have  feldom  defcended  to  the 
jBrfs  by  which  favour  is  obtained.  I  hav^ 
(^  ito  w  omeort  of  fjifluoil  riie  and  fttU, 


without  any  attempt  to  add  a  moment 
to  their  duration.  I  have  never  com- 
plied with  temporary  curiofity,  nor  en- 
abled my  readers  to  difcufs  the  toptck 
of  the  day ;  I  have  rai-elv  exempli  ficd- 
my  aflertions  by  living  charatters  j  in 
my  papers,  no  man  could  look*  for  ccn* 
fures  of  his  enemies,  or  praifes  of  him'* 
itflf ;  and  they  only  were  czpe6Ud  to  per- 
ufe  them,  whofepaffions  left  themltiiure 
fbr  ab{b'a6led  truth,  and  whom  virtue 
could  pleafe  by  it's  naked  dignity. 

To  fome,  however,  I  am  inddified  for 
encouragement,  and  to  others  for  afllft- 
ance.  The  number  of  my  fricnids  wta 
pcver  great,  but  they  have  been  Rich  aa 
w^uld  not  fuffer  me  to  think  that  I  was 
wilting  in  vain,  and  I  did  not  feel  miick 
dcjeflion  from  the  want  of  popularity. 

My  obligations  having  not  been  fre^ 
mient,  my  acknowM2;mcnts  nwy  bo 
loon  difpatched.  I  *can  reftore  to  all 
4ny  correipondents  their  productions, 
with  little  dknimrtion  of  the  bulk  of  my 
volumes,  though  not  without  the  loft  of 
fome  pieces  to  which  particular  bonoun 
kave  been  paid. 

The  parts  kom  which    I  daim  n» 
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other  praife  than  that  of  having  given 
ftiem  an  o||»portQnity  of  appearing,  are 
the  four  biUets  in  the  tenth  paper,  the 
iecond  letter  in  the  fifteenth,  the  tnirtiefh, 
the  foity-fourth,  the  ninety-ieventh, 
mod  the  hundredth  papers,  and  the  fe- 
cond  letter  in  the  hundred  amd  (eventh. 

Having  thus  deprived  myfdf  of  many 
cxcuies  which  candour  misht  have  ad- 
mitted for  the  ineauality  of  my  compo- 
fitions,  being  no  lon^r  able  to  allege 
the  neceflity  of  gratifying  corrcfpond- 
ents,  the  importunity  with  which  pub- 
lication was  iolicited,  orobftinacy  with 
which  con-cftion  was  reje6l«d,  I  muft 
remain  accountable  for  all  my  faults, 
mild  fubmit,  without  lubterfuge,  to  the 
cenfurcs  of  cnuclfm,  which,  however, 
I  Ihall  not  endeavour  to  foften  by  a 
foiTOal  deprecation,  or  to  overbear  by 
the  influence  of  a  patron.  The  fuppli- 
cations  of  an  author  never  yet  repncvctl 
him  a  moment  from  oblivion  ;  and, 
though  greatnefs  has  (bmetimes  fheltcr- 
cd  guilt,  it  can  afford  no  prote^lion  to 
ignoi-ancc  or  dulncfs.  Having  hitherto 
attempted  only  thepropaption  of  truth, 
I  will  not  at  laft  violate  it  by  the  confef- 
ilon  of  teiTors  which  I  do  not  feel ;  hav- 
ing laboured  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
virtue,  I  will  not  now  degrade  it  by  the 
mcannefs  of  dedication. 

The  fceming  vanity  with  which  I  have 
fomctlmcs  fpoken  of  myfelf,  would  per- 
haps require  an  apology,  were  it  not  ex- 
tenuated by  the  example  of  thofe  who 
have  publiihed  cflays  before  me,  and  by 
the  privilege  which  every  naraclefs  writer 
has  beer,  hitherto  allowed.  *  A  maik,* 
fays  Calliglione,  *  conftrs  a  right  of 
«  a£ling  ami  fpeaking  with  lefs  reffraint, 

•  even  when  the  wearer  happens  to  be 

*  known/  He  that  is  difcovered  with- 
out his  own  confent,  may  claim  fome 
indulgence,  and  cannot  be  rigoroufly 
called  to  juftify  thofe  fallies  or  ftolicks 
which  4ii$  difguife  muft  prove  him  deiir- 
ous  to  conceal. 

£ut  I  have  been  cautious  left  this  of- 
fence fliould  be  frequently  or  grofsly 
committed  j  for,  as  one  of  the  pnilofo- 
phers  dircfts  us  to  live  with  a  friend,  , 
as  with  one  that  is  fome  time  to  becom^ 
an  ei^emy,  I  have  always  thought  it  the 
duty  of  an  anonymous  author  to  writ^ 
as  if  he  cxpefted  to  be  hencafter  known. 

I  am  willing  to  flatter  myfelf  witji 
Iiupcs,  tliat,  by  colle6ling  thefe  papers, 
.1  am  not  preparing,  for  my  future  lifa, 
either  Iharne  or  repentance.    Tha^  aU 


are  hapoily  imapned,  of  accurately  p«<-' 
lifhed,  tnat  the  fame  fentiments  have  n&t 
fometimes  recurred,  or  the  fame  expref- 
fions  been  toofrequently  repeated,  I  have 
not  confidence  in  my  abilities  fuffieient 
to  warrant.  He  that  cohdemns  himfelf 
to  compofe  on  a  ftatcd  day,  will  often 
bring  to  histafk  an  attention  diflipated» 
a  memory  embarraffed,  an  imagination 
Overwhelmed,  a  mind  difba^led  with 
anxieties,  a  body  languifhing  with  dif. 
eafe :  he  will  labour  on  a  barren  topick^ 
till  it  is  too  late  to  change  it ;  or,  in  the 
ardour  of  invention,  difRifehis  thought* 
into  wild  exuberance,  which  the  preT- 
fmg  hour  of  pubPication  cannot  luficr 
judgment  to  examine  or  reduce. 

Whatevei*  fhall  be  the  final  fentenee 
of  mankind,  I  have  at  leaft  endeavoured 
to  deferve  their  kindnefs.  I  have  Im- 
boured  to  refine  our  language  to  grun* 
matical  purity,  and  to  clear  it  from  coK 
loquial  barbarifms,  licentious  idioms^ 
and  irregular  combinations.  Something, 
perhaps,  I  have  added  to  the  elegance 
of  i^s  conftru6lion,  and  fomething  to  the 
harmony  of  it*s  cadence.  When  com* 
mon  words  were  lefs  pleaiing  to  the  eart 
or  lefs  diftinft  in  their  fignif?cation,  I 
have  familiarized  the  terms  of  philo^by 
by  applying  them  to  popular  ^deas,  but 
have  rarely  admitted  any  word  not  au. 
thorized  by  former  writers ;  for  I  bdirpt 
that  whoever  knows  the  Englifh  tongue 
in  it's  pi  efent  extent,  will  be  able  te  cm- 

5refs  his  thoughts  without  fuither  help 
'om  other  nations. 
;  As  it  has  been  my  piincipai  de/ign  te 
'  ipculcate  wifdom  or  piety,  1  have  allot* 
Jted  tew  papers  to  the  itlle  fport«  of  ivq^ 
Tgjnation.  Some,  perhaps,  may  be  found, 
of  which  the  bigheft  excellence  is  harm  • 
lefs  merriment  i  but  fcarcely  any  man  is 
fo  fteadily  ferious  as  not  to  complain, 
that  thefeverityof  di^latorial  iofbiKlion 
has  been  too  feldom  relieVed,  and  that 
he  is  driven  by  the  ftcmnefs  of  the  R«m* 
bler^s  philofophy  to  more  cheerfiil  and 
airv  companions,  . 

Next  to  the  excurfions  of  fancy  are  the^ 
difquiiitions  of  critlcifm,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  only  to  be  ranked  among  the 
fubordinate  and  inflrumental  arts.  Ar* 
biti-aiy  decifion  and  general  exclamation 
I  hjv^  carefully  avoided,  by  afferting 
nothing  without  a  reaibn,  andeftablifh* 
(ng  all  my  principles  of  judgment  en 
unalterable  and  evident  tiitth. 
.  In  the  pictures  of  lifi:  I  have  never 
been  fo  (tiidious  of  novelty  or  furprize. 
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4»  to  de[Nttt  wholly  from  all  rercmblaiKe ; 
a  fault  which  writers  deitrvccUy  cefe- 
brated  frequently  commit,  that  they  may 
raife,  as  the  occafion  requires,  either 
mirth  or  ad}horrencc.  Some  enlarge* 
ment  may  be  allowed  to  declamation, 
and  fbme  exaggeration  to  burlefque;  but 
as  they  deviate  further  from  reality,  they 
become  lefs  ufcful,  becaufe  their  leflbns 
will  fail  of  application.  The  mind  of 
the  reader  is  carried  away  from  the  con- 
templation of  his  own  manners;  he  finds 
in  himfelf  no  likenefs  to  the  phantom 
before  him;  and  though  he  laughs  or 
rages,  is  not  reformed. 

The  eflays  profeifedly  ferious,   if  I 
I^Tc  been  :^>le  to  execute  my  own  in- 


4^J 

tcntions,  will  b;  found  cxiftly  conform- 
able to  the   precepts    of   Chriftianity, 
without  any  accommodation  to  the  licen* 
tioufnefs  and  levity  of  the  prefent  age, 
I  therefore  look  back  on  this  part  of  my 
work  with  plcafure,  which  no  blame  or 
praife  of  man  fliaUdimini(h  or  augment* 
jU  (hall  never  envy  the  honours  which 
[|wlt  and  learning  obtain  in  nny  other 
^  caufe,  if  1  can  be  mimbered  among  the 
writers  who  have  given  ardour  to  virtue^ 
and  confidence  to  truth. 

AlrSv  in  fJLMLl  fif»  irri^i^  iV  ajCAtiC*. 

Celeftial  powers!  that  piety  re^rd, 

From  you  my  labours  wait  dieir  laft  rewand* 


9.    I    N    I    S. 
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TO    THE    BOOKSELLER. 


aiit. 


INeed  not  acquaint  you  by  what  Occident  thefe  Letters  were  pot 
into  my  hands,  and  what  paiDS  I  have  taken  in  tranflating  them  ; 
J  will  only  fay  that,  having  been  long  a  fcholar  to  the  late  moft  learned 
Mr.  Dadichy,  interpreter  of  the  Oriental  languages,  1  have  acquired 
ikill  enough  in  the  Perfian  tongue  to  be  able  to  give  the  fenfe  of  them 
pretty  juftly  ;  though  I  mud  acknowledge  my  tranflation  far  inferior  to 
the  Eallern  fublimity  of  the  original,  which  no  Englifh  expreflion  can 
come  up  to,  and  which  no  £ngTi(h  reader  would  admire. 

I  am  aware  that  fome  people  may  fui'ped  that  the  charaderof  a  Per- 
fian \ifi3itious^  as  many  fuch  counterfeits  have  appeared  both  in  France 
and  England.  But  whoever  reads  them  with  attention  will  be  con- 
vincedy  that  they  are  certainly  the  work  of  a  perfe^  flranger.  The  ob* 
lervations  are  {ojTeign  and  out  of  the  'way,  fuch  remote  hints  and  tm* 
ferfe8  notions  are  taken  up,  onr  pre/ent  hapfy  contliiion  is  in  all  refpeAs 
fo  ill underftood,  that  it  is  hardly  poifibie  any  Engiifhman  ihould  be  the 
author. 

Yet  as  there  is  a  pleafure  in  knowing  how  things  here  affect  a  fo- 
reigner, though  his  conceptions  of  them  be  ever  fo  extravagant^  I 
think  yon  may  venture  to  expofe  them  to  the  cjts  of  the  world  ;  the 
rather,  becaufe  it  is  plain  the  man  who  wrote  them  is  a  lover  of  liber- 
ty, and  mnil  be  fuppofed  more  impartial  than  our  countrymen  when 
they  fpeak  of  their  own  admired  cuiloms  and  favourite  opinions* 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  it  \iz great  pity  they  are  not 
recommended  to  the  publick  by  a  dedication  to  fome  great  man  about  th§ 
court,  who  would  have  patronized  thero/ir  the  freedom  ivith  avhich  th^ 
are  written :  but  the  tranflator  not  having  the  honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  any  ho^y  there,  they  muft  want  that  ineflimable  advantage,  and 
trttft  entirely  to  the  candour  of  the  reader. 

I  am>  Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  Servant. 


PERSIAM 
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PERSIAN     LETTERS. 


LETTER  L 


SILXM,  TO   MIRZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


THOU  kiKmeft,  ftiy  dfeveft  Mimy 
the  reafons  that  moved  me  to 
leave  my  conntryy  and  vifit  England  $ 
thou  waft  thy/elf,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
canfe  of  it.  The  relations  we  received 
from  our  friend  Uihec,  of  thofe  parts  of 
Europe  which  he  had  feen,  railed  in  us 
an  ardent  dtRrt  to  know  the  reft^  and 
particubrly  tbisfmumu  i^Umd,  of  which, 
sot  having  been  thei-e  hunfelfy  he  could 
give  us  b«t  imperfeA  accounu. 

By  his  perfuafion  we  determined  to 
travel  thittsr  j  hut  when  we  were  juft 
ready  to  let  out,  the  fublime  orders  of 
the  Sophi  our  mafter  detained  thee  at  the 
ftct  of  hit  facred  throne. 

Unwilling  as  I  was  to  go  alone>  I 
yielded  to  thy  importunities,  and  was 
content  to  live  fingle  among  ftraneers 
and  enemies  to  the  ^ith,  that  I  might 
be  able  to  gratify  thy  third  of  know- 
ledge. 

My  fcjzfpt  waa  profperous;  and  I 
£nd  this  country  well  wonrthy  our  curio- 
fity.  The  recommendations  given  me 
br  Uibec  to  Ibme  CngliAi  he  knew  at 
rait,  are  a  great  advantage  to  me ;  and 
I  haft  tikfii  fttch  pains  to  learn  the  lan- 


#aoit  Loit]>m« 
guage,  that  I  am  already  more  capable 
of  converlation  than  a  great  many  fo- 
reigners I  meet  with  here,  who  have  it* 
£dcd  much  longer  in  this  country,  ef- 
peciallv  the  French,  who  feem  to  falue 
themfelvirs  upoa  fpeaking  no  tongue  but 
their  own. 

I  (hall  apply  myfelf  pdncipaBf  |» 
ftudy  the  Et^ufi  gm/erjtment,  fo  diifi> 
rent  fi*om  th^  of  Periia,  and  of  which 
Uibec  has  conceived  at  a  diftance  fo  great 
an  idea. 

Whatever  in  the  manners  of  this  pep* 
pie  appears  to  me  to  bt  Jb^guiar  wndfim* 
ta/Hcalf  I  will  alfo  give  thee  fome  ac* 
count  of ;  and,  if  I  may  judge  by  What 
I  have  (ten  already,  this  is  a  fubjeft 
which  will  not  eafily  be  exhaufted. 

Con^unicate  my  letters  to  U{bec« 
and  he  will  explain  fuch  difficulties  to 
thee  af:  mar  appear  to  occur;  but  if  any 
thing  (hould  Teem  to  you  both  to  be  utt» 
accountable,  do  not  therefore  immedi- 
ately conclude  itfalf€\  for  the  habits  tsA 
reafinmgs  of  men  aie  fo  very  different, 
that  what  appears  the  excefs  oi  foUj  in 
one  country,  ma^  in  another  be  efteem* 
ed  the  higheft  njuifdom. 


LETTER  n. 


TIIB  firft  obje^  of  a  ftranger's 
curioiity  are  the  public  fpe&cles. 
X  wat  carried  laii  night  to  one  they  call 
«i  opva,  which  is  a  Gon6«t  of  nuifick 


8SLIIC,  TO  MIUZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 

yitOM  &OVD0K, 

brought  fi-om  Italy,  and  in  every  re» 
fyeSifortigH  to  this  country.  It  wa« 
performed  in  a  chamber  as  magnificent 
at  the  refplendent  palace  of  our  env- 
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peror,  and  m  fbll  of  handfoine  women 
as  hU  renglio:  they  had  no.e«micht 
among  them,  but  iherQ  was  one  who 
fimg  upon  the  thfte,  and  by  the  luxuri- 
ous tendernefs  of  lus  airs,  £eemed  fittef  to 
make  them  wantoathan  keep  them  chafte . 

Inftead  of  the  habit  proper  to  fuch 
creatures,  he  wore  a-  fuit  of  armour,  and 
called  himfcif  Julius  Ca^fer. 

I  aiked  who  Ji^s  Caef^  wa$,  and 
whether  he  had  been  famous  for^nging. 
,  They  told  me»  he  was  a  warrior  that 
had  conquered  all  the  world,  and  de- 
bauched ^alf  the^^omen  in  Rome.     ' 

I  washing  to. txprefs  my  admiration 
at  fceingnim  lb  properly  reprtfcnted, 
when  I  neai*d  two  ladies  who  fat  nigti 
roe,  cry  out  as  it  were  in  an  extai*y^»*  O 
«  that  dear  aeaturc!  /  am  tffing  for 
*  lonje  of  bimJ' 

At  the  fame  time  I'  heard  a  gender 
«MB  fty^  aioud,  that  both  the  mu6ck 
»Wl  fieg«r>  weft  deteftdble. 


*  *  You  muft  not  mtnd  him/  £ud  my 
firiend,  <  he  is  of  the  other  party ^  and 

*  comes  hcrt  only  as  aJ^** 

*  How,*  faid  I,  *  haye  you  parties  in 

*  mufick  r— *  Yes,'  replied  he  j  « it  is  a 

<  rule  with  us  to  judge  of  nothing  by 

<  our  lenfes  and  underftandiiigi  but  to 

<  hear,  and  fioe,  and  think,  o«Iy^s  we 

*  chance  to  be  differently  eogaged.* 

*  I  hope,'  faid  I,  *  that  a  itranger  may 
^  be  neutral  in  tbefe  divifions  {  and,  to 

*  (ay  the  truth,  your  muficlc  is  ^ery  hr 

*  from  inflaming  me  to  a  fpint  of  £ict 
f  tion;  it  is  mudi  more  ukely  to  lay 

*  me  ai\eep.  .  .Ours  in  Perfia  /ers  us  aJI 

<  a  (lancing ;  but  1  am  quite  unmored 

*  with  this.' 

*  Do  ^xlX.  fancy  it  moving j"*  returned 
my  tritnd,  '  and  you  will  foon  be  mo^'cd 

*  as  much  as  others :  it  it  a  trick  you 
«  may  learn  when  you  will,  with  a  little 

*  pains }  we  have  mod  of  us  kamt  it 
'  in  our  turns.* 


LETTER  III. 


I  Was'  this  momin?  prcftnt  at  a  di^tr- 
jbn  extremely  diifwient  from  the 
op^ra,  of  which  I  have  ^ivcn  thee  a  de- 
icription,  and  they^teU  me  it  is  peculiar 
to  this  .country.  Ttte  fpe6^at(3rs  were 
Placed  in  galleries  of  an  open  circus  | 
bidow  them  was  an  ai'ea  filled,  not  with 
Eunuchs  and  muficians;  but  with  bulls 
^d  beais,  and  dogs  and  fighting-men. 
The  pleafure  was  to  fee  the  animals 
woq-y  and  gc/tc  orie  another,  and  the 
men  give  and  receive  many  wounds, 
4«^ch  the  delighted  beholders  rewarded 
with  fliowcrs  of  money,  greater  or  lefs 
tn  proportion  as  the  combatants  were 
fnore  or  lefs  hurt.  I  had  feme  com- 
^aflion  for  the  poor  beafts,  which  w^re 
Ibrcibly  incenfea  again  ft  each  other  j  but 
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•  raoM  i.aitfto!t. 

friend  agreed  with  hira  in  general,  and 
allowed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  encourag- 
ed in  a  civilized  (cite  :  but  a  gtntleroan 
who  wai  placed  juft  above  them  caft  a 
very  four  look  at  both,  and  did  not  iicem 
at  all  of  their  opinion.  He  was  dre/Ted  in 
a  fliort  black  wig,  had  his  boots  on,  aiv! 


held  in  his  han^  a  long  whip,  w^idb 
when  the  fellow  fought  "ftoutly,  he  would 
crack  very  loud  by  waiy  of  approbatiofu 
One  would  have  thought  by  his  afpeft 
that  he  had  fought  fome  prizes  himlel^ 
or  at  leaft  that  he  had  received  a  good 
part  of  his  education  in  this  place.  Hi* 
diicourfe  was  as  rough  as  )us  figurp^hut 
did  not  app^'  to  roe  to:>vant  fenici^  *  ^ 

*  fuppofe,  Sir,'  faid  he  to  my  fricn4 

*  that  you  have  been  bred  at.  coitf^od 
,     inexcitcd  by     <  therefore  T  am  not  furprized  thaj j«» 

iny  rageor  fenfe  of  injury,  could  fyi\\     *  do  not  reliihthe  Bear-jMdenrl^t  ie* 

the  blood  of  othrt'S,  and^loft  their  own,     '  —  ^  "  -^-^   ^f.^^*^^ ^  — -i-  ^'^^p 

ieemed  to  me  to  defeiTc  no  pity.    How- 


ever, I  looked  upon  it  as  a  proof  of  the 
martial  genius  of  this  people,  alid  Ima- 
gineil  I  could  diicover  in  that  ferocity  a 
^irit  of  freedom.  A  'Frenchman  "who 
iaf  neai*  me  was  nnich  oiFcnded  at  die 
•barbarity  of  the  fight,  and  rcprot»**fced 
•my  friend  who  broui^ht  n\c  thither  with 
ichie  fiingtiihary  dtfp<>iition\)f  the  Kngli/h, 
•in  delighting  -in  llich  fpccliH^lcs.     Xfy 


me  tell  yoth,  that  if  more  people  caire 
hither,  and  fewer  loitered  m  tbedraw- 

<  ingToom,  it  would  not  be  worfe  for 

<  6&  England :  we  are  indeed  a  crui- 

*  Ux^fieftfiy  s\s  you  are  pleafed  to  ciU 
'  It ;   but  1'  could  wi(h,  upon  certain 

*  occafions,  v^c  w^j^,  not  quite  fo  ^f^*' 
»  This  gtrtflc^fVanrf'efitiWnacy'inluf 

*  mann^  win  ftfttrfi  tfi  bydegrccs  iWo 

*  flav«M,and*rclhaII|;fnw4sohBtiW»*^ 
>  ii^4ive3iifeft:wIke#we-^n«r)(H^^ 
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"iatjititiyeSt,  - Y^u  fine  gcauhnqi  mre; 
«  foe  the  ta6bejcfatndem  Kjomci'^UBdc- 
ing  eunttcbf  ^dboormpuon  i  but  I,  smr 
:  fM^tb«&j«S  a»cid!it«tRan)e»  gladiatot*: 
-tndlibcit^i  ;Aadm«'forthabackitiKi 
;  t]r^bich.thej<arc^^;tilea-d''iipibrakl8 
-us  wicb^  £  aan  telThim'cf  ai^fMth- 
,  icMig  whbattfaBsf-ncdmcis  vety  pcdaJ' 


^«&  dkat  «a«d  Riiich  more  barhantf* 
**fy^jSvt  beihAl  the  bk>od  of  miUioiiis 

<  o^  las  iubJBAsjOQtof downright  wtn. 

<  toanelty  and  butchered  his  innocent 
'AMigbbourswltbout  any  caufe  of  quar« 
'.  r<i»  ^odlr  ta  have  the  glory*  of  being 
*'  efteenwd  the  grgmttfi  frttu-figbtir  ia 
'  Eurppe.*  f 


LETTER    IV. 

•ELIM,   TO  NnilZA.  ATISPAHAN. 


FKOM    LONDON. 


IT  \%  the  law  of  England,  that  \vhcn 
a  ilcbtor  is  infolvcnr,  his  creilitors 
may  fliut  him  up  in  prilbn,  and  ];ctp 
him  tiiere  if  they  pleal'e  for  all  his  11 1«^ 
unlefs  he  pays  the  whole  of  'w.iat  he 
owes.  My  curioilty  led  me  the  other 
day  to  one  of  thofe  prifo^s :  my  iJ&arr  is 
flill  heavy  with,  t)i¥  remembrance  of  the 
obje^s  I  faw  there.  Among  the  va-. 
rinis  cauffe  of  their  undoing,  ibme  are^ 
of  fo  cxtraDrdinary  a  kind,  that  I  can- 
not help  relating  them  to  thee.  One  of 
the  prilbnjrs,  who  carried  in  his  looks  ^ 
the  inoiir  fcttl,x!  mslaacholy,  told  me  he 
hnd  been  iiiarter  of  an  caiV  fortune,  .and. 
lived  vcr)-  happily  a  goo^  V/hlle,  till  he* 
became  act^ualntect  widi  a  Tawyer^  who. 
in  looking  t)Terfome  old  writings  bf  his 
fiunify,  nnhickily  difcovered  certain 
(Archments  that  jpx^  him  a  right  to  an  ^ 
eftate  in  the  poncfllon  of  'one  of  his 
neighbours!  upon  which  he  was  per- 
fpaded  to  gt)  to  law  \  and,  after  profecut- 
ing  hb  fuit  for  twenty  years  with  a  vex- 
sftionthat  had  almoft  turned  his  brain, 
he  made  the  lawyer's  fortune,  reduced 
ills  neighbour  to  beggary,  and  had  no 
(boner  sained  his  caife,  but  his  credi- 
tors fcizcd  on  both  cftat.s,  and  fent 
him  to  enjoy  his  viflory  in  a  gaol. 

A  fecond  informed  mc  that  he  was  a 
dtizen,and  bom  to  a  confiderableedate  j 
Intf,  being' covetous  to  unprove  it,  had 
married  a  very  rich  heii-efs,  who  was  {^ ' 
vaftly  gittteA  in  her  expences,  and 
found  io  many  ways  of  Jow^,  credit  to 
ticffetf  and' her  h'ufband,  that  (he  qirlck- 
Iv  ftnt  him  from  his  new  houfe  near  the 
^  ciurt,  totfie  lodgings  in  which  I  ifeund 
ffitn.  «  Wliy  did  not  Ji)\\  divorctf  her,' 
(kid*  I  to  him,  *  wl\cn  you  found  that 
*'  herextraVagance  woulu  be  your  ruin  ^ ' 
^*.Ah,  8ir!'  replied  he,  «  ?'%^!d' 
*Sha\'ehecn  a  happy  man  if  T  conTd/fiave, 
•''caught  iktr  with 'a  gtiHanrj  i  A\u^t 


*  then  have  got  rid  of  her  by  law :  but, 
^  to  ray  ibriow,  Ifhe  was  virtuous  as  well 

*  as  ugly }  her  only  paihons  were  cqui- 

*  page  and  gaming.'  I  was  infinitely 
furpliied  that  a  mat)  (hould  wilh  to  find 
his  v/ifean  rdiilterjfs,  or  that  he  (houkl 
be  obliged  to  keep  her  to  his  undoing 
only  becaufe  (lie  was  not  one. 

Anothci-  faid  he  was  a  gentleman  of 
z  good  family,  and  having  a  mind  to 
riie  in  the  ftate,  fpent  fo  much  money 
to  purchafe  a  feat  in  parliament,  that 
though  he  fuccecdcd  pretty  well  in  his 
views  at  couit,  the  falary  did  not  pay 
the  debt ;  and  bcinfir  unable  to  get  him- 
felf  diofe  again  at  tlie  next  elcaiou,  he 
lo(V  his  place'  and  his  Hberty  both  »- 
gcther. 

The  next  that  1  fpoke  to  was  reputed 
the  beft  fcholar  in  Europe  j  he  under- 
ftood  the  Oriental  langtiages,  and  talked 
to  mc  in  very  good  Ai*ablck. 

I  aiked  how  ir  was  poflible  that  ia 
learned  a  mah  (houM .  be  in  want,  and. 
whciher  all  the  books  he  had  read  cotdd 
not  keep  him  out  of  gaol.  *  Sir,*  faid 
he,  <  thofe  books  are  the  very  thing* 

<  that  brouglu  me  hither.     Would  to 

<  God  I  had  been  tt-ed  a  coblert  I  fhould 

*  then  have  pofTeffsd  fome  ufcful  knoW- 

*  ledge,  and  might  have  kept  my  fe- 

<  mily  from  darving:    but  the  vrorfd 

*  which  I  rend  of,  ami  that  I  lived  in, 

*  were  (o  v^ry  diiferent,  that  I  was  un- 

*  done  by  the  force  oi  Ijieculation.* 
Thefw'  was^  another  who  had    been' 

bred  to  merchun^lire  j  but,  being  of  too 
lively  an  imagmation  for  the  dmnefs  of 
trade,  he  applied  jhimfelf  :o  poetry,  anrf 
rtezlt?6Vin^  his  othci'  bufirteft,  was  |bcn 
ittTuced  to  fhe^ft^rc  I  faw  him  In:  but  Yt 


ftudy,  hehad  qah-^ 
ted  poxry,  and  tnken  to  tiic  siathwuft- 
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ticks,  hj  {he  means  of  which  he  hKl 
fiMimi  out  the  longitodet  and  exp^Gbtd 
to^obcain  a  great  rrvvard  which  tha  go- 
wnunent  promifedto  tha  dilcowvr. 
I  perceived  he  was  not  in  hit  periaft 
tends,  and  pitied  fuch  an  odd  ihrtof 
phrenzy;  hut  my^  oanipaffion  was  infi* 
nitely  greater  for  fome  unhappy  peooie 
who  were  (hut  up  in  that  mileraolc 
place^  by  having  bft  their  fortunes  in 
i»ie  piihlick  funds,  or  in  private  proje^^ 
of  which  this  age  and  country  have 
been  very  fruitful,  and  which,  under 
the  fallacious  notion  of  great  advan* 
tage,  diiew  in  the  unwary  to  their  dc- 
ftrailion.    I    aikcd    in  what  dangfrn 


thrr  wan  eoiifuied,  wlio  had  beat  Ac 
iinrWiofthafewnldwdmcaf  but,  to 
my  gitat  furprtie,  ww  tBiarmed  that 
tW  4$airiwrr  0f  Mk  wiokcd  projcas' 
hfdkk  reaiofi  dMi  mak  nm  in  Eng- 
laftd  to  be  afraid  of  a  gaol.    «  Good 

<  Jtafwr  iaid  I,  «  on  it  be  poffible 
'  that,  ia  fr  ooaauy  gBvoQMd  bv  laws, 
*  tha  tonocant  who  are  cheated  our  of 

<  all  ihottld  be  put  in  priibn,  aod  the 
«  viUains  who  cheat  them  left  at  11- 

<  bmy  f  *  With  this  refleaion  I  ended 
my  enquhies,  and  wiflied  royfelf  £ds 
out  of  a  land  where  inch  a  mockery  of 
jitftice  it  carried  on* 
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I  Was  the  other  day  in  a  houfc  where  I 
law  a  fight,  very  ftran^  to  a  Pcrfian  ( 
there  was  a  number  or  tables  in  the 
room,  round  which  were  placed  (everal 
ietts  of  men  and  women  x  they  iecn\ed 
wonderfully  intent  upon  (brae  bits  of 
fatMiid  paper  which  they  held  itT  their 
hands.  I  imagined  at  firft  that  they  were 
I>erfbnnii>gro^e  magical  cemnanY.  and 
that  the  figures  I  law  traced  on  tnc  bits 
of  paper  were  a  mythical  talifman  or 
chann :  what  more  confirmed  me  in  this 
belief  was  the  grimaces  and  diftortions 
of  their  countenances,  mudi  like  thofe 
of  our  magicians  in  the  ad  of  conjuring^ 
But  enquiring  of  the  gentleman  that  in- 
troduced me,  I  was  told  they  were  at 
,  play,  and  that  thh  was  the  favourite  di- 
vefuon  of  both  fexes. 
*  We  have  aiiite  another  way  of  <//- 

<  nftrtimg  our(elves  with  the  women  in 

*  Perfia,*  anCwered  I.    *  But  I  fee  no 

<  (igns  of  mirth  among  them :  if  they  are 
'  meny,  why  don^t  tney  laugh  or  fing, 
'  or  jjump  about  ?   If  I  may  judge  of 

*  theirhearts  by  their  looks,  half  otthefe 

*  revrilen  areready  to  hang  themfel  ves !  * 
•*-*  Tlmt  may  be,'  faid  my  friend  j  *  for 
«  very  likely  they  are  Mng  more  than 

*  they  are  worth.'—*  HowP  iaid  I, 
«  do  you  call  th^plaj  r— 'Yes,'  replied 
he,  '  they  never  are  thoroughly  pleafed 
^*  ttolefs  their  whole  fortunes  are  at  (bke : 

*  thofe  cards  you  (ee  them  hold  are  to 
'  decide  wbetlwr  he  who  it  now  a  man 

*  qfquaUt^  (hall  be  a  htggar,  or  another 


who  is  now  a  higt^^  and  haa  but  juft 
enough  to  fumim  out  one  ni^*a 
play,  (hall  be  a  man  ofquaGiy.^ 
<  Theiy,'  (aidi,  « isintheri^t; 
for  be  ventures  nothing:  but  what 
excule  can  be  thought  on  for  the/vna- 
erT  Are  the  nobility  in  En^and  (b 
indi£Kn«)t  to  wealth  and  honour,  to 
expofethem  without  theleaft  necelEty? 
I  mu(t  believe  that  they  are  nneraUy 
fure  of  fwmnn^,  and  Uiat  mofe  ihi; 
play  with  have  the  oddsagmn/l  tbem* 

*  If  the  chance  was  only  e^pudi  an- 
fweredhe,  *  it  wouUbetoieiaUej  but 

their  adverfaries  engage  them  at  great 
advantage,  and  are  too  wife  to  leate 
any  thing  to  Fortune.^, 

*  This  comes,'  faid  I,  '  of  your  be- 
ing allowed  the  ufe  of  wine.  If  thefe 
gentlemen  and  ladies  were  not  quite 
intoxicated  with  that  curfed  liquor, 
they  could  not  pofHbly  z^  fo  abfordly. 
But  why  does  not  the  government  talct 
cate  of^them  when  Siey  are  in  that 
condition?  Methinks the fi^llows that 
rob  them  in  this  manner  ihould  be  * 
brought  to  juftice.' 

*  A&s,'  anfwered  he,  <  thefi  cheat/ 
are  an  innocent  fort  <^  people :  tbey 
only  prey  upon  the  vicei  apd  htxmy 
of  a  few  particulars  t  but  there  are 
others  who  raife  dhtes  by  the  aperies 
and  rmn  of  their  country,  who  game. 
not  with  their  onim  money,  but  with, 
that  of  tbe^«^/cri^,and(icurely^'9. 
anoay  the  fuoftance  of  the  orphan  xuL 
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*  trader.  TiUjufticeitdone\ij)onthere>     *  Uvi  Hh  gntltmeM^  vthtn /hci-j^ 

*  the  othcn  have  a  right  to  impuxiity}     *  birs  Hiwkki  prmttJ' 


LETTER  VI. 


SELtM^  TO  MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


THOU  wouUft  be  aftoniihed  to 
hear  Tome  women  in  this  countiy 
tallc  of  love  ^  tbei^  dUcourfes.  about  it 
lart  as  refined  at  their  notionf  of  Paia- 
di6t  and  they  exclude  the  pkafure  of 
Che  fendrt  our  of  both.  But  howerer 
iatttfied  thejr  xmj  be  in  the  world  to 
come  with  lueh  vifionary  jojrsy  it  i»  my 
opimoiiy  that  the  niceft  of  chem  all,  if 
ihe  were  toenjov  h«r  paradife  hene^  would 
make  it  a  Mahbmctan  one«  I  had  lately 
«  conver&tion  en  this  fubjeft  with  one 
of  thefc  Plsimckt,  for  that  is  the  title 
they  affe^lt  in  anfwer  to  all  her  prettr 
jreaibnings,  I  told  her  the  following  tale 
^  a  fair  lady  who  wa$  a  Platomdt  like 
berfelf. 

THE  LOVES  OF  LUDOTICO  AND 
HONORIA. 

THE  city  of  Genoa  has  been  always 
famed  above  any  town  in  Europe 
fer  the  refinemt^t  of  it's  gallantry.  It 
is  common  there  for  a  gentleman  to 
profeis  himfelf  the  humble  fervant  of  a 
oaodfome  woman,  and  wait  upon  her  to 
every  publkk  place  for  twenty  years  to- 
other, without  ever  feeing  her  in  pn vate,  ' 
or  beioff  entitled  to  any  greater  tkvours 
than  a  kind  look  or  a  touch  of  her  fair 
hand*  Of  all  this  iighing  tribe»  the  molt 
enamoured,  the  mod  conftant,  and  the 
rooft  refpe(Hul>  was  Siznor  Ludovico. 

His  miftrefs^  HiHtona  GrimakU,oniy 
idaughtcr  to  a  fenator  of  that  name, 
was  the  greateft  beauty  of  the  age  in 
iwhich  ihe  lived,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  coyeft  and  rooft  reierved.  So  nsat 
was  her  nicety  in  the  point  of  love, 
that  although  ^  could  not  be  in&nfi- 
bk  to  the  addrefles  of  Signor  Lndo- 
vico,  yet  Ihe  could  not  bring  berfelf  to 
think  of  marrying  hef  lover,  which,  ihe 
laid,  was  admitting  him  to  freedoms  en- 
tirely inconfiftent  with  the  rsfped  that 
charader  requires.  1  n  vain  did  he  tell 
her  of  the  violence  of  his  paffion  for 
her :  (he  anfwei  e(i,  that  her^s  for  him 
was  ifo  leis  vioknt ;  but  it  was  his  mind 
l^e  ioved,  and  ^puld  pnjoy  thi^  without 
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going  to  bed  to  him.  Ludovico  was 
ready  to  dcfpair  at  thefe  difcourles  ^ 
his  miftrefs :  he  could  not  but  admi» 
iiich  fine  fentiments,  yet  he  wiflied  /he 
had  not  beta  quite  fo  perfect.  He  writ 
h^  a  very  mdancholy  letter,  and  ftie  re- 
turned him  one  in  verie  full  of  fublime 
expreiltoro  about  love,  but  not  a  word 
that  tended  to  (iitisiy  the  poor  man*a 
imipatience.  At  las  he  applied  hioK 
felt  to  her  father  |  and,  to  *sagm  him 
to  make  uie  of  his  aotberity,  ottered  to 
take  HoQoria  without  a  portkm.  The 
lather,  who  wat  apbin  man,  was  migfau 
tily  pleaied  with  tots  piXH>olaI,  and  made 
no  difficulty  to  pfxmiile  him  fuccefs. 
Acconlinglv  he  very  roundly  told  his 
daughter,  taat  fli^  rouft  be  married  the 
next  d^y,  or  go  to  a  nunnery.  Thia 
dilemma  ftartled  her  very  miich.  In 
fpitc  of  all  her  repugnance  to  the  mar- 
riage bed,  (he  found  fomething  about 
her  ftill  more  averie  fo  the  idea  of  a  cloi- 
fter.  An  abfolute  ieparation  from  Lu- 
dovico was  what  (he  could  not  heart 
it  was  even  worie  than  an  abfolute  con- 
jun^ion.  In  this  diftrefs  (he  did  not 
know  what  to  do :  flie  turned  over  above 
a  hundred  romances  to  fearch  for  pre- 
cedents {  and,  after  many  druggies  with 
herfclf,  relblved  to  Anrender  upon  terma. 
She  therefore  told  her  lover  that  flie  con- 
fented  to  be  his  wife,  provided  flie  might 
be  fo  by  degrees;  and  that,  after  the  c^ 
remouy  was  over,  he  would  liot  pretend 
at  once  to  all  the  rights  and  pnvile^ 
of  a  huiband,  but  allow  her  moddby 
)etfpi^  to  make  a  gradual  and  decent  re- 
treat. Ludovico  did  not  like  iuch  a  ol* 
aitulation  \  but,  rather  than  not  have  her« 
he  was  content  to  pay  this  laft  compli- 
ment to  her  caprice.  Thejr  were  mar-, 
ried,  and  at  the  end  of  the  wft  month  be 
was  very  happy  to  find  lumieif  arrived 
at  the  full  enjoyment  of  her  lips. 

Whilehe  was  thus  gaininggroundinch 
by  inch,  his  fsther  died,  and  left  him  a 
great  eilate  in  the  iiland  of  Coriica.  H'rs 
presence  vlras  Bece&rj  there;  but  he 
Cvu|4ttot  think  of  ptftistgfrom  Hoooria. 
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Tbey  embarked  togstherj  and  Ludovicb 
iud  good  hopes,,  that  hejjurjj^d  not  oiT- 
ly  take  pofie/nQ».Af  hU^eiuue,  i»u4  of 
his  wife,  too,  at  hit  an  ival.  Whether  it 
was,  that  Venus,  who  is  faid  to  be  born 
out  of  the  Tea,  was  more  poweif'nl  tkei-e 
thau  at  land,  or  from  the  freedom  which 
is  ufual  aboard  a  (hip^  it  is  rure»  tliat,. 
dui'in^  the  voyage,  he  was  indulged  In 
greater  liberties  than  ever  he  'had  prc- 
iumcd  to  take  before :  nay,  it  is  con^ 
dcBtly  afleited,  that  they  weie  foch  li- 
berties as  have  a  natural  and  irreiilt. 
ible  tendency  to  overcome  dii  fcrupks 
whatlbever»  But,  vrhikj'  hft-was  (kilitt^ 
on  with  a  fair  wind,  imi  almoii:  in  the 
port.  Fortune,  who  cook  a?^Ieafbr«  to 
pcdecute  him,  brou^it  ha  Amcan  cor- 
iair  in  theirway,  tJiat  ^uiekly  put  ah 
end  to  their  doliianie,  by  making  them 
his  ilaves.  ' ' 

Who  con  exprtfs  the  affli£lion  and 
defpair  of  this  w^ing  couple^  at  h  fud- 
den  and  ill-timed  a'captiintyM  Luilovido 
fiiw  bimieiF  depifved- of  bis  virgirt* 
bride,.  OB  the  very  poiat  fl#  obtaimAg 
ail  fait  wiihes;  and  Hont)ria  had  reafon 
•to  apprehend,  that  fti6  was  fallen  into 
rougher  hands  than  his,  and  fuch  as 
no  confidcrations  could  reftrain.  But 
the  martyrdom  ftie  looked  for  in  that 
inftant  was  unexpe6tedly  deferred  till 
-they  came  to  Tunis.  The  corfair, 
leelng  her  fo  beautiful,  thought  her  a 
fiuftre&  worthy  of  his  prince ;  and  to 
him  he  prefented  her  at  their  landing,  in 
fpice  of  her  own  and  her  huiband*s 
tears.'-^-^-O  unfortunate  end  of  alt  her 
•^re  and  beroical  fentimentsi  Was 
it  for  this  that  her  favonrs  were  lb 
Jone  and  fo  obftinately  dented  to  the 
tender  Ludivooo,.  to  have  them  ravifbcd 
i&  a  noomeiit  bv  a  rude  barbarian,  who 
did  not  ib  much  z&  thank  her  for  them  ? 
£ut  let  usdeave  her  in  the  feraglio  of  the. 
Dcy,  and  fee  what  became  of  Ludovico 
•ft^  this  cruet  ieparadon. 
.  The  coi^r  noding  him  unfit  for 
«D7  labour^  made  ufe  of  him  to  teach 
Jiis  cktkiren  mufick,  tn  which  he  was 
perfbaiy  well  /kilied.  This  forvice 
would  not  have  been  very  painful,  if  it 
.  bad  not  been  for  the  remembrance  of 
Honoria,  and  the  thought  of  the  bruta- 
lities fhe  was  expo(ed  to  t  thefc  were  al- 
.ways  in  his  beta  nig^  and  diy,  ind  he 
imagined  that  Ihe  had  by  this  time  kiUcfi 
hedelf  rather  tbaa  fpHiMO  n>  fe  grofe 
J  vioiation.  But-«^iie  he  was  thus  tor- 
mentiag  bimfgif.iDr  one  vomaa».  be 


gav«  cqiad  unaa^oe^  to  iiwuliw  "Hh 
^ader*»  wife  law  hios  often  .from  ho* 
.widow,  and  fell  vabldinAyJn  dove  with 
him.  The  African  ladies  are  utter 
(bangers  to  delicacy  and  refinement. 
She  made  no  fcmple  to  acquaint  him 
with  her  ckfites,  and  fent  her  favourite 
(ia^e  to  Intxoduce  him  by  night  into  her 
ch'amblerl  Ludovico  woukl  fain  have 
been  excu fed,  being  aftiamed  to  commit 
Aioh  an  ififidclUy  &  hii^dear  UonoriaPs 
but  tlie  'ttave  informed  hhn,  that  if  he 
hoped  to  live  an  hour,  he  mufl  eomffy 
with  her  hulyViinclittatibm^  for  that  tti 
Afrkk  iVfufak  of  tbatk^pd  witreaWaya 
•  revengett  with  -  fWwd:  of  -pbiDJIt;  *  No 
OoAftMcy.  cbM  <>e;^nJ^'lDOttgh  «o 
refill  fo  ^nibli;  a.nMm(uMS»'faa:flievvi«f« 
weiat  to  the  reMkatovs-'sOf  t^ttime  ap- 
pointed, ;whertf1ie  fomndi'fiiii^afek  inft- 
nitely  more  oomplymf  than  hit  fantaftl- 
cal  Italian.  But  hi  the  Tntdft~of  their 
cndeartnenu  they  herifd  tlfreotfair  at  the 
door  of  his  wife's -apoitment*  Upon  the 
alarm  of  hie  coming/  t^jfrtglitcd  lovttr 
-taade  the*  beft  Dt  W«  nof  out  of  the  win- 
dow} whicb,  not  being  very  hj^f  hchad 
the  good  fortune  .to,^et  offT  unhurt. 
Tlie  corlair  did  pot  ieebim ;  but,  by  tile 
confulion  his  wife  was  In,  he  fufpeded 
'that  fomcbody  had  heen  with  her.  HH 
jealoufy  direaed  him  to  Lodovico  $  and 
though  he  had  no  other  pnKf  than  bmit 
fufpicion,  he  was  determined  to  panilh 
him  feverely,  and  at  the.  fajne  time  i(f- 
cure  himfelf  for  the  future. '  He  there- 
fore gave  orders  to  his  eunucha  to  pat 
him  in  the  fame  condition  with  thoxf- 
iblves,  which  inhuman  command  wtfs 
performed  with  a  Tcrkifh  rigoiir  hit 
more  defperate  and  compleat  nian  any 
fbch  thing  had  been  ever  pra£fciied  in 
Italy.  '  But  the  change  this  operatioii 
wrought  upon  him  fo  improved  his 
.voice,  that  he  becanoe  the  iineft  finger 
in  aih  Afirick.  His  rnpotation  was  h 
greats  that  the  Dey  of  Tanis  lent  to  beg 
him  of  hie  mafter,  aod  preferred  him 
to  a  place  in  his  own  ler^io.  He  had 
now  a  free  accefs  to  his  I-|onDria,and  aa 
opportunity  of  contriving  her  eibapifi 
to  that  end  he  fccretly  bifed  a  flikt  to  be 
ready  to  carry  them  off,  and  did  not 
doubt  but  he  ihoukl  find  her  very  will- 
ing to  accompany  his  flight.  It  wu 
not  long  before  he  faw  her,  and  you 
tmj  imagpne  the  exceft  of  her  joy,  at  (b 
'ftranfireand  agiickble  a  furprize. ' 

<  tan  it  be  pofilbk,'  cried fl)e,  'can  it 
.«  bepuOibletlHtliireyoui&thiaplaea! 

*Omy 
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II 


^  OmydearLudovico!  I  (hall  expire  in 

•  the  pleafure  of  your  embraces.  But 
«  by  what  magick  could  you  get  in, 
^  and  deceive  we  vigilance  of  my  ty* 
«  rant  and  his  guards  ?' 

*  My  habit  will  inform  you,*anftrered 
he  in  a  fofter  tone  of  voice  than  ihe  had 
be^  ufed  to.     '  I  am  now  happy  in  the 

•  lofs  which  I  have  fuftained,  dnce  it  fiir- 

•  nifhes  me  with  the  means  of  your  de- 

•  livery.  Tnift  yourfelf  to  me,  my  dear 
^  Honoria,  and  I  will  take  you  out  of  the 

•  power  of  this  barbarian,  who  has  fo 

•  liitJe  regard  to  your  delicacy.  You  may 

•  now  be  happier  with  me  than  you  was 
'  before,  as  I  fliail  not  trouble  you  with 

•  ihofe  Of arfejblicitations  which  gave  you 

•  fo  much  uneafinefs.  We  will  love  with 

•  the  purity  of  angels,  and  leave  fenfu- 
'  al  enjoyments  to  the  vulgar,  who  have 
<  not  a  rdifh  for  higher  pleafures.* 


*  Howl'  faid  Honoria, '  arc  you  really 

*  no  man?'—*  No,'  replied hej  *  but! 

*  have  often  heard  you  fay,  that  your  love 

*  was  only  to  my  mind,  and  tnat,  I  do 
«  aflureyou,is  ftill  the  fame.'—*  Alasl' 
faid  (he,  '  I  am  forry  mine  is  altered: 

*  but,  iince  my  being  here,  I  am  turned 
'  Mahometan,  and  my  religion  will  not 

*  fuffer  me  to  run  away  with  an  unbe- 

*  liever.     Mynewhufbnid  has  taught 

*  me  certain  doctrines  unknown  ta  me 

*  before,  in  the  praftxe  of  which   I 

*  am  refolved  to  live  and  die.     Aaieul  I 

*  tell  thee,  my  confcience  will  not  permit 

*  me  to  have  a  longer  convcrfaiion  with 

*  fuch  an  infidel.' 


Thus  ended  the  loves  of  Ludovico 
and  Honoria. 


LETTER    VII. 

SELIM,  TO   MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


riOM   tOKDON* 


IHave  received  thy  anfwers  to  my  let- 
ters with  a  plesifure  which  the  dif- 
tance  I  am  at  from  my  friends  and 
country  rendered  greater  than  thou 
%rouldK  believe :  I  find  thee  very  im- 
patient to  be  informed  of  the  govern- 
ment and  policy  of  this  countiy,  which 
I  promifed  to  fend  thee  feme  account  of: 
but  though  I  have  been  diligent  in  my 
enquiries,  and  loft  no  time  fmce  my  ar- 
rival here,  I  am  unable  to  anfwei*  the 
queftions  thou  demanded  of  me,  other- 
wife  than  by  acknowledging  my  igno- 
rance. 

•  I  have,  for  in  dance,  been  often  af- 
fured  that  the  EnglUh  parliament  h  a 
check  to  the  king^s  authority j  and  yet  I 
am  well  informed,  that  the  only  way  to 
advancement  at  coun,  is  to  gain  a  feat 
in  jKirliament. 

The  houfe  of  commons  is  the  repre-* 
ientative  of  the  nation^  neverthelefs  there 
are  many  ereat  tonv/is  which  fend  no  de- 
puties thither,  and  many  hamlets  almoft 
tininhabited  that  have  a  right  of  fend- 
ing t<W9.  Several  members  have  never 
fcen  their  ele6^ors,  and  feveral  are  ele6l- 
ed  by  the  paniiamifrt  who  were  rejefted 
by  the  people.  All  the  dehors  fwear 
tiot  to  feU  their  voices,  yet  many  of  the 
candidate))  are  undone  by  the  earpence 
of  buyiftg  tbem.  This  whole  affeir  is 
involved  in  deep  myftery  and  incxplica- 
l»le  difficulti^* 


Thou  aikeft  if  commirce  be  as  flou- 
n(hing  as  formerly.  S>)me  whom  T  have 
confulted  on  that  head  fay,  it  is  now  in 
it's  meridian;  and  there  is  really  y  ap. 
pearance  of  it's  being  fb,  for  luxury  is 
prodigiously  increased,  and  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  how  it  can  be  fupported 
without  an  inexhanftlblc  trade:  h\}iothers 
pretend,  that  this  'very  luxury  is  a  proof 
of  it's  decline;  and  they  add,  that  the 
frauds  and  nnllaimies  in  all  ihe  tradhtg 
companies  are  fo  many  inward  poifons^ 
which,  if  not  fpeedily  expelled,  wilfde- 
ftroy  it  entirely  in  a  little  time. 

Thou  wouldft  know  \i  property  be 
fo  fafely  guarded  as  is  generally  believed* 
It  is  certain  that  the  whole  power  of  fli 
king  of  England  cannot  force  an  acre 
of  land  from  the  wcakeft  of  his  fubje6ts; 
but  a  knarvijb  attormy  will  take  awiy 
his  whole  eftaie  by  thofcvt;ry/<i:'.'/ whirh 
were  defigned  for  it's  fccority.  N^y, 
if  I  am  not  mirmformed,  even  th«  i** 
who  are  chofen  by  the  peopk  to  lie  the 
great  guardians  of  property,  have  fonr  - 
times  taken  more  from  them  ia^on^  fftl- 
fi6n  of  parliament,  for  the  n%t  nft lei's 
expences,  than  the  moit  abiblute  mo- 
narch could  venture  to  raile  upon  the 
moft  urgent  occafions . 

Thefe,  Mirra,  are  the  covfra(fi'9innt 
that  perplex  me.  My  judgment  is  b  * 
wildered  in  unccnainty;  I  doubt  my 
obfervaiions,  and  diftruft  ihcrel*- 
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tiont  of  others.  More  time  and  better 
iiifbrmation  may,  perhaps,  clear  thcai 
vp  to  me}  till  then,  modefty  forbids  me 
Ip  impo^  my  conjedure«  upon  t^>  afr 


ter  the  manner  of  Chriftian  trardletli 
whofe  prompt  decUions  ate  the  4[c% 
ratliev  of  folly  tbw  peii^tiYtioii^ 


LETTER    VIII. 


8ELI&i,  TOMIRZA  AT  ISPAUAN* 


raoM  loftBowa 


AS  I  now  tinderftand  Engliih  pretty 
well,  1  went  laft  n»g|it  with  foroe 
friends  to  ice  a  pl»y.  The  piincipal 
chaia^cr  was  a  young  fellowj  who,  in 
the  fpacc  of  three  or  four  hours  that  the 
tftion  laftcd,  cuckolds  two  or  three  hnf- 
fiands,  and  debauches  as  many  Yirgint. 
i  had  heard  that  the  Engliih  theatre  W9t 
famous  for  killing  people  upon  the  ftage, 
but  this  author  was  more  foi  propt^at^ 
iff^than  dfjlroying. 

There  were  a  great  many  ladies  at  tlie 
rept^fent-4iicn  ©r  this  modeft  perform- 
ance; and  though  they  fometimcs  hid 
their  faces  with  their  fans,  (1  fuppofc 
ifx  fear  of  (hawing  that  they  did  not 


blufli)  yet  in  eeneral  they  feemed  to  bt 
nmch  delighted  with  thefye gentUman's 
heroical  exploits.  *  I  muft  confefs,* 
laid  I,  '  this  entertainment  is  far  moie 

*  natural  than  the  oy^ttz-y  and  I  ^o  not 

*  wonder    that  the    ladies  are  m9Vtd 

*  at  it;'  but  if  in  Perila  we  allowed  oor 
women  to  be  prefent  at  fuch  fpc^Ies 
as  thefe,  what  would  ilgnif  y  our  bolt^ 
our  bars,  our  eunuchs?  Though  wc 
ihould  double  our  jealoufy  and  carr, 
they  would  foon  get  the  better  o^  all  xt* 
Umint,  aod  put  in  pra£\ice  thofe  leiToui 
of  the  ftage  which  it  is  fo  much  plca« 
faoiertoACT  than  to  9£H0(«9« 


LETTER    IX. 

8ELIM,  TO  MiaZA  AT  ISFAHAN. 


vaoM  ioNfeir< 


A  friend  ctrHcd  me  lately  to  an  af^ 
fembly  of  the  beau  moudet  which  is 
•  meeting  of  men  and  women  of  the  fir(l 
faihion.  The  crowd  was  fo  very  great, 
that  the  two  fexes  proinifcuuuily  prefTed 
one  another  in  a  manner.that  feemed  ve* 
ry  extraordinary  to  Orient&l  e^es.  T  ob- 
ferved  a  young  man  and  a  beautiful  young 
woman  fitting  in '  a  window  together, 
and  whifpering  one  another  with  fo 
much  eameHnel'Sy  that  neither  the  great 
noife  in  the  ix>om,  nor  number  of  paf- 
fengers  who  rubbed  by  them  conti- 
nually, gave  them  the  lead  difturbance: 
they  looked  at  one  another  with  the  moft 
animated  tendernofs;  the  lady  efpecially 
(ad  in  her  eyes  fiich  a  mixture  oi  foft- 
nrfs  and  de/ire,  that  I  expected  every 
inoment  to  fee  them  iviibdrano, in  order 
to  fatisfy  their  mutual  impatience,  in 
9  manner  that  even  the  Europion  U- 
hertv  would  not  admit  of  in  ib  publick 
a  place.  1  made  my  friend  take  notice 
of  them,  and  aiked  him  bo*w  long  tbey  • 
tad  been  married?  He  fmiled  at  my 
miftakci  an4  told  mC|  thfy  wei:e  mt 


married;  that  the  loifyt  indeed,  hadbce« 
married  about  a  year  and  a  hsif  to  a  ©M 
that  ftood  at  a  httle  diftance;  but  thst 
the  gentUmfm  was  an  unmarried  man  v 
quality,  who  made  it  his  bufmd's  to  cor- 
rupt other  men's  wives.  That  be  bw 
begun  the  winter  with  this  ladyj  snd 
that  this  was  h^rfirft  affair  of  thatfoifi 
her  hir(band  and  ihe  having  married  ftf 

As  I  had  heard  of  manv  employed  ><» 
the  fame  manner,  and  coufd  notjperceift 
that  they  did  any  thing  elfe,  I  aiked  roy 
friend  if  there  was  any  fimmatyt  iny/«*« 
lick  foundation  J  for  educating  young  n**** 
of  quality  to  this  prrfeJliQM\  and  whether 
they  could  carry  on  the  bnfinefs  without 
f req  ucnt  interruptions  from  the  refpcft»»« 
hulbands.  « I  will  explain  the  whole 
«  matter  to  you,'  fays  he.     *  The«*« 

*  indeed  no  publick  ioundationoracadc* 
'  my  for  this  purpofe;  bat  it  depend* 

*  upon  the  private  car©  of  their  fevcrsi 
'  parents,  who,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex* 

*  preflion,  negative^  breed  them  up  to 
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*  lircly  unfit  for  wtf  otb^r:  for,  left 
•'their  ionsfliodld  be  diTerted  fix>m  the 

*  profeflion  of  gaUantfy  by  a  dull  ap- 

*  plication  to  gravgr  ftudies,  they  give 

*  them  a  very  fuperiicial  tinfluie  of 

*  learning,  but  uice^care  to  inftru^l 

*  them  thoroughly  in  the  more  Ihcwiflt 
<  psMts  of  education,  fuch  as  muficky 

*  dreflSng,  dancing,  &C*  by  which 
'  meant,  when  they  come  to  be  men, 
'  they  naturally  prefer  the  ^y  and  eafy 

*  converlation  of  the  fair-fex,  and  are 
«  well  received  by  them.  Asforthehuf- 

*  bands,  thty  are  the  peo|>le  in  the  world 

*  who  give  them  the  lead  difturbance; 

*  but,  on  the  contrary,  generally  live  in 

*  the  ftriAeft  intimacy  with  thofc  who 

*  intend  them  xht  favour  of  cuckoldom. 

*  The  mairiage  contraft  bcinghcreper- 

*  petual,  though  the  caufes  of  it  are  of 

*  (hort  duration,  the  moll  ienfiblemen 

*  arededrous  of  having  fome  afTifhince 

*  to  fupport  the  bwrdemfomi  perpetuity, 

*  F«r  m(hince,  every  man  marries  ei- 

*  ther  for  monej,  or  for  love.    In  the 

*  firft  cafe  the  money  becomes  his  own 

*  as  foon  as  the  wife  does  5  fo  that,  hav- 

*  iflg  lad  what  Ar  *waiUcd,  from  ber^ 
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*  he  is  very  willing  ftie  fbould  bavi 

*  wbat^  ivantedUom  ony  body  rather 
'  than  iVom  him.  He  '»  quiet  at  home, 
«  and  fears  no  reproaches, 

*  In  the  latter  cafe,  the  beauty  ht 
'  married  foon  grows  familiar  by  unin* 

*  terruptcd  poikftion :  his  own  greedi* 

*  nefs  furfeited  him;  he  is  aihamed  of  hit 
'  difgud,  or  at  leaft  9f  his  indiflTerence^ 

*  after  all  the  tranfports  of  his  fith  de* 
'  fire)  and  gladly  accepts  teims  of  do* 

*  meftick  peace  through  the  mediaiioH 

*  rfa  lover. 

*  There  are,   indeed,    fome  excep* 

*  tions:    fome  hufbands,  who,  prefer- 

*  ring  an  old  miftaken  point  of  honour 
'  to  real  peace  and  quiet  at  home,  dif* 
'  turb  their  wives  pl»furet}  but  the/ 

*  are  very  ftw,  and  are  very  ill  looked 

*  upon/ 

I  thanked  my  friend  for  explaining 
to  me  (o  extraordinary  a  piece  of  do-^ 
mefiick  acommy\  but  could  not  help 
telling  him,  that,  in  my  mind,  our 
Perfun.  method  was  more  reafonable, 
of  having  feveral  ivives  tinder  the 
care  of  one  eunuch -,  rather  than  9nt 
vo'fe  under  the  care  oifevetal kvtrs% 
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#Koi«  ii^rtnQNk 


WS  have  ofbn  read  together,  and 
admired  the  little  hifbry  of  the 
Troglodvtet,  related  by  our  country- 
man Ufbec*,  with  a  fi^it  peculiar  to 
his  Writings.  Unequal  as  I  am  to  the 
iinltation  of  fo  excellent  an  author,  I 
have  a  mind,  in  a  continuation  uf  that 
flory,  to  fhew  thee  by  what  fteps,  ind 
through  what  changes,  the  original  good 
of  focicty  is  overturned,  andmankii^d 
become  wickeder  and  more  miferable  in 
a  (bte  of  ^vernment/  than  they  were 
when  left  m  a  ftate  of  Aature. 

CONTINUATION   OF  THE   HISTOET 
OP  TUS  THOGLODYTBS. 

nnHE  Troglodytes  were  fo  afltaed 
*•  with  the  virtue  of  the  good  old 
man  who  refufed  the  crown  Which  they 
had  offered,  that  they  determined  to  re- 
Aiain  without  a  king.    The  Ipve  of  the 


publlck  was  fodrong  in  every  particuUl*^ 
that  there  #as  no  need  of  authority  to 
enforce  obedience.  The  law  of  iiat\u:c 
and  uncorrupt^  reafon  vt^as  engraven 
on  their  hearts  \  by  that  alone  they  go- 
verned all  their  a6lions,  and  on  that 
llone  they  eflablSfhed  all  theii*  happiness. 
But  the  raoft  perfeA  felicity  of  mortal 
men  is  fubje^  to  continual  diilurbance. 
Thofe  barbarians f  whom  they  had  de- 
feated fome  time  before,  (tirred  Up  by  a 
dcfire  of  revenge,  invdded  them  again 
^ith  gieattfr  forces.  They  fell  upon 
them  unawares,  carried  oft  their  flocks 
and  herds,  burnt  their  houfes,  and  led 
their  Wom^n  captive:  every  thing  was 
in  confufion,  and  the  want  of  order  made 
Aem  incapable  of  defence.  Thty  foon 
found  the  necefKty  of  uniting  under  ft 
ilngle  chief.  As  the  danger  required 
vigour  and  alacrity,  they  pitched  upon 
a  young  man  of  dliitinguiined  courage^ 
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and  placed  him  at  their  head.  He 
led  them  oA  with  Co  much  fpirit  an(i 
good  condu6l,  Ihat  he  foon  forced  the 
coemy  iq  retire,  and  recovered  all  the 
rpoil. 

The  Troglodytes  ftrewed  flowers  in 
his  wayj  and,  to  reward  the  fervice  he 
had  done  them,  prelcnted  him  with  the 
fhoft  beautiful  of  the  virgins  he  had  de- 
livered f r<  m  captivity.  But,  animated 
bjf  his  fortime,  and  unwilling  to  'part 
with  his  command,  he  advifed  them  to 
ina!;e  ihemfelvcs  amends  for  the  lofles 
Ihey  had  fuftained,  by  carrying  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country;  vvhick,  he 
laid,  would  not  be  able  to  refift  their 
ViflorioiJS  arms.  Dcfirous  to  punifh 
thole  wicked  men,  they  very  gladly 
came  into  his  piopofal.  But  an  old 
Troglodyte,  (landing  up  in  the  aflcriibly, 
endeavouitd  to  perfuade  them  to  gent- 
ler councils.  •  The  gooilnefs  of  God,'' 
faid  he,  *  O  my  countrymen !  has  given 
«  us  fhength  to  repulfe  our  enemies,  and 

•  they  have  paid  very  dearly  for  moleft- 

•  ingus.'    What  more  do   you  defire 

•  from  your  victory  than  peace  and  fe- 

•  curity  to  yoivrielves,  repentance  and 
«  (hsme  to  your  invaders  ?    It  is  pro- 

•  pofed  to  invade  them  in  your  turn, 

•  and  you  are  told  it  will  be  eafy  tofub- 
«  due  them..    But  to  what  end  would 

•  yuu  fubdue  thero,  when  tUej  are  no 
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*  longer  in  a  condition  to  hurt  you  ?  "Di 
*•  you  deiire  to   tyrannize  over  them  ? 

'  Have  a  care  that,  in  learning  to  be 
«  tp-ants,  you  do  not  alfo  learn  to  be 

*  JUrves,     If  you  know  how  to  value 

*  liberty  as  you  ^ght,  you  will  not  de- 

*  prive  others  of  it;  who,  though  un- 
'  juft,    are  men  like  yourfelves,   and 

*  fliould  not  be  oppreffed.' 

This  ,  wife  remon  ft  ranee  was  Mt 
heeded,  in  the  temper  the  people  wert 
then  in.  The  fight  of  the  defolations 
that  had  been  caufed  by  the  late  irrup- 
tion, made  them  refolve  on  a  violent  re- 
venge. Btfides,  they  were  now  grown 
fond  of  war,  and  the  young  men  cfpc- 
cially  were  eager  of  a  new  occafion  to 
fignalize  their  valour.  Greater  pow- 
ers were  therefore  given  to  the  generalj 
and  the  event  was  anfwerable  to  his  pro- 
mifes ;  for  in  a  ihoit  time  he  fubdaed* 
all  the  nations  that  had  joined  in  the 
league  again  ft  the  Troglodyt^.  The 
merit  of  this  fuccefs  fo  endeared  him 
to  that  grateful  people,  that,  in  the  heat 
and  riot  of  their  jpy,  they  unanimoufly 
chofe  hjm  for  their  king,  without  prc- 
fcribing  any  bounds  to  his  authority.' 
They  were  too  innocent  to  fufpeA  any 
abufe  of  fuch  a  generous  trull;  and 
thought  thkt,  when  virtue  was  on  the 
throne,  the  mod  abfolute  govemmtDC 
was  the  bed. 


LETTER    XI. 


8ELIM,  T.OMIRZA  AT  ISFAHAN, 


FROM  tOKDOir* 


TH  E  firft  aft  of  the  new  king  was 
to  difpofeof  the  conquered  lands. 
One  ftiajre  of  them,  by  general  confent, 
he  allotted  to  himfelf,  and  the  reft  he  di- 
videti  among  thofe  who  were  comj>anion8 
of  hi«  vi6loiy.  Diftin£lion  of  rank  and 
inequality  of  condition  were  then  firft, 
introduced  among  thp  Troglodytes : 
fome  grew  rich,  and  immediately  coni- 
parifon  made  others  poor.  Fjou)  this, 
fmgle  root  fprung  up  a  thou  (and  mif.; 
chiefs;  pride,  envy,  ayarice,  difcontent, 
deceit,  and  violence.  Unheatd-of  dif- 
ojders  were  committed;  nor  was  any  re-: 
gai'd  paid  to  the  decifions  of  ancient  cuf-. 
torn,  or  the  dilates  of  r.atural  juftice.. 
Particulars  could  no  longer  be  allowed 
to  judge  of  right;  it  becdine  neceilat^  to 
dcttfjrine it  b>  lUted  luwfi.    The  whole 


nation  applied  to  the  prince  to  make 
thofe  laws,  and  take  ca^e  of  their  execu- 
tion. But  the  prince,  Unequal  alone  to 
fuch  a  difficult  talk,  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfetotheoldeftandwifeftofhisfub- 
je6ls  for  afliftance.  He  had  not  yet  fo 
forgot  himfelf,  by.  being  (eated  on  a 
new-ere£led  throne,  ms  to  imagine  that  he 
was  become  all-fufficient,  or  that  he  was 

Slactd  there  to  govern  by  hi«  caprice, 
t  was  therefore  his  greateft  care  how  to 
fupply  his  own  defedls  bytbf  cousfeU 
of  tWe  who  were  moft  famed  for  their 
knowledge  and  abilities. 

Thus  a  fenate  was  formed,  which, 
with  the  king,  compofed  the  legiflature  ^ 
and  thus  the  people  freely  bound  them- 
(elves,  by«onliuuiog  to-fuchr^latiottf 
as  the  king  and  fenate  ihould  decree. 
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SELIM,  TO   MIRZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


FBOM  tOVfiOK. 


THE  inftitution  oF  laws  among  iht 
Troglodytes  was  attended  with 
this  inevitable  ill  effect,  that  they  began 
to  think  every  thing  wasright  which  was 
not  legally  declared  to  be  a  crime.  It 
feemed  as  if  the  natural  obligations  to 
▼irtue  were  deftroyed,  by  the  fore  gn 
influence  of  human  authority;  and  vice 
WIS  not  ihunned  as  a  real  evil,  but  grew 
to  be  thought  a  forbidden  good. 

One  Troglodyne  faid  to  himfclf— *  I 
'  have  made  advantage  of  the  fimpli- 

*  city  of  my  neighbour,  to  orer. reach 
'  him  in  a  bargain:  he  may  reproach 
'  roe  perhaps,  but  he  cannot  puni(h  me  J 
'  for  the  law  allows  me  to  rob' him  with 
'  bis  own  confent.* 

Another  was  aflced  by  his  friend  for 
a  fum  of  money,  which  he  had  lent 
him  fome  years  before. 

*  Have  you  any  thing  to  ihew  for 

*  it?'  anfwered  he. 

A  third  was  implored  to  remit  part  of 
his  tenant's  rent,  becaufe  the  man,  by 
unavoidable  misfortunes,  was  become 
▼eiy  poor.  *  Do  not  you  fee,'  fcplied 
he,  '  that  he  has  Itill  enough  to  main- 

*  tain  his  family?  By  ftarving  them  he 
'  may  find  money  to  pay  me,  and  the 
^  Jaw  requires  him  fo  to  do.' 

Thus  the  hearts  of  the  Troglodytes 
were  hardened.  But  a  greater  mii'chief 
ftili  enfuedj  the  laws,  in  their  firft  fram- 
ing, were  few  and  phiin,  fo  that  any 
snan  could  eafily  underftand  them,  and 
plead  his  own  caufe  without  an  advocate. 

Some  inconvemefices  were  found  to 


flow  from  this :  the  rules  were  too  gea 
neral  and  loofe;  too  much  was  left  t« 
the  equity  of  the  judge)  and  many  psr« 
ticular  cafes  Teemed  to  remain  undeter- 
mined and  unprovided  for.  It  was  there- 
fore propofed,  in  the  great  council  of 
the  nation,  to  fpccify  all  thofe  feverai 
exceptions;  to  tie  the  judges  down  to 
certain  forms;  to  explain,  corre^>,  add 
.to,  andrcfcrve,  tMrhatlc.ever  might  feem 
capable  of  any  doubtful  or  different  in- 
terpretations. While  the  matter  was 
yet  in  deliberation,  a  wife  old  fenAtor 
fpoke  thus— 
*  You  are  endeavouring,  O  Troglo* 

<  dytes!  to  amend  what  is  defeat ive  in 

*  your  lawS}  but  know  that,  by  multi* 

*  plying  laws,  you  will  certainly  multi- 

*  ply  dtfe^ls.     Every  new  explanatioil 

*  will  pro<luce  a  new  ohjedion,  and  at 
'  '  lali  the  very  principles  will  be  loft  oii 

*  which    they  were  originally  formed. 

*  Mankind  may  be  governed,  and  well 
'  governed,  under  any  laws  that  are  fix- 

*  ed  by  ancient  ufe :  besides  their  being 

*  known  and  underftood,   they  have  a' 

*  fan^ity  attending  them  which  com-^ 

*  mands  obedience;   but  every  varia- 

*  tion,  as  it  di (covers  a  weaknefs  in 

*  them,  fo  itlcfTens  the  refpe6l  by  which 

*  alone  they  can  be  cfFi^lually  mainl 

*  tained.     If  fubtleties  and  di(tin£lionf 
'  are  admitted  to  conftitute  right,  the/ 

<  will  equally  be  made  ufe  of  to  evade 

*  it;  and  if  juftice  is  turned  into  a  fci- 

*  ence,  injuftice  will  foon  be  made  a 

*  trade.* 


LETTER   XIII. 


SELIMy  TO  MIUZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


AS  the  old  man  foretold,  it  came  to 
pafs.  The  laws  were  explained 
^oto  cotttradiffions^  and  Sgefted  into 
confufum,  Men  could  no  longer  tell 
what  was  their  right,  and  whiit  was  not. 
A  fet  of  Troglodytes  undertook  to  find 
it  out  for  all  the  reft:  but  they  were 
£u  lron»  doing  it  out  of  pure  bencvo* 


raOM   I.0ND0K* 


lence;  their  opinion  s  were  fold  at  no  Httltf 
price;  and,  how  falfe  foever  they  might 
prove,  in  the  event  of  the  caufe,  the  mo-< 
ney  was  never  to  be  returned:  nay,  thfe 
longer  the  d  i  fpute  could  be  protra6led,th6 
more  the  parties  concerned  wereto payi 
This  point  being  once  well  eftabliflied^ 
caufei  that  before  were  difpatched  is 

half 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


t6 


l^feRSIAN   LETTBRS^ 


balf  an  tiouf,  now  laded  half  i  cen* 
fury.  Theri  were  three  courts  placed 
one  aboYe  another;  on  the  door  of  the 
loweft  wai  writ,  *  Lanv^  on  that  of 
the  feconil,  <  Equity^"  and  on  the 
bighefty  «  Common  Senfe:  Tbefe  coiirti 
bad  no  conne6lion  with  one  anotheri 
and  a  quite  different  method  of  proceed- 
ing.  No  man  could  go  to  the  la(l  with- 
out ptfling through  one  of  the  former; 
and  the  journey  was  fo  tedious,  that 
very  few  could  fupport  the  fatigue  or 


the  expence.  But  there  wai  one  ptf« 
tieular  more  ftrange  than  all  the  reft. 
It  was  very  feldom  that  a  man  could 
read  a  word  of  the  parchment  by  which 
he  held  his  eftatet  and  they  made  their 
wills  in  a  language  which  neither  they 
nor  their  heirs  could  underftaod* 

Such  were  the  refii^ments  of  the 
Troglodytes,  when  they  had  quitted  the 
fimpIicSty  of  natitre;  aodfu  bewildered 
were  they  in  the  labyrinih  of  their  own 
laying  out« 
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6ELIM>   TO  MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


rxoM  toNDaif* 


THE  religion  of  the  Troglodytes 
had  been  hitherto  as  fnupleas  their 
manners.  They  loved  God  as  the  au- 
thor of  their  happinefs;  they  feared 
him  as  the  avenger  of  injuftice}  and 
they  fought  to  pleafe  him  by  doing 
good.  But  their  morals  being  corrupt- 
ed, their  religion  could  not  long  con- 
tinue pure:  fupertlit ion  found  means  to 
introduce  itfelf,  and  compleated  their 
depravation.  Their  fiifl  king,  who 
bad  been  a  conqueror,  and  a  law-giver, 
died,  after  a  long  reign,  extremely  re- 
gretted and  revered  by  his  fubjcfls. 
His  fon  fucceeded,  not  bv  any  claim 
of  heteditary  right,  but  the  free  elec- 
tion of  the  people,  who  loved  a  family 
that  had  done  them  fo  many  fervices. 
As  he  was  fenfible  that  he  owed  his 
crown  to  their  veneration  for  the  me- 
anory  of  his  father,  he  endeavoured  to 
carry  that  veneration  as  high  as  pof. 
fible.  He  built  a  tomb  for  him,  which 
be  planted  round  with  laurels,  and 
caufed  verfes  to  be  folemnly  recited  in 
prai/e  of  his  atchievemenis.  When  he 
perceived  that  thefe  hctiours  were  well 
received  in  the  opinion  of  the  pnblick, 
be  thought  he  might  venture  to  go 
farther.  He  got  it  to  be  propofed  in 
the  fenate,  that  the  dead  monarch  (hould 
be  deified,  after  the  example  of  many 
nations  round  about  them,  who  had 
paid  the  fame  compliment  to  their  kjngs. 
The  fenators  were  become  too  good 
courtiers,  not  to  give  into  fo  agreeable  ^ 
a  piece  of  flattery,  efpecially  ss  their 
own  honourwas  concerned  in  raifmg  the 
-  cbarafier  of  their  founder  \  and  the  peo- 
f  le,  feduced  by  their  gratitude,  thought 
that  thoft  vh-tucs,  which  had  rendered 
Jum  the  proieAof  ai)d  father  of  hit 


cotintry,  very  juftly  entitled  him  to  I 
fuboidinate  (fiare  of  divinity. 

It  is  net  to  he  conceived  how  many 
evils  this  alteration  produced. 

Then  fiHt  the  Troglodytes  were  made 
to  believe  that  their  Ood  was  to  be  gained 
by  richdonation«»of  that  his  glory  wa| 
concerned  in  the  worldly  pomp  and  pow* 
er  of  his  prieltsi  <  A  temple,*  faidtbofe 
priefts,  *  is  like  a  court;  you  muft  gaiii 

*  the  favour  of  the  minifters,  oryoaf 

*  petitions  will  not  be  received.'  Aithe 
people  remembered  that  their  new  deilf 
hadoncebeenaking.thisdoftiinefeemed 
plaufible  enough,  and  the  priefts  grc«^ 
abfolute  on  the  (Irength  ot  it.    They 
procured  forthemfelvesexceflivewealthi 
exemptions  from  all  publick  burdentt 
aind  almoftatotal  independence  upon  the 
civil  authority.     That  the  comparifon 
between  the  temple  and  the  court  might 
bold  the  better,  a  great  number  of  ce* 
remonies  were  invented,  and  a  msg* 
nificcnce  of  drefs  was  added  to  tbeffl  a* 
effential  toholtnefs.   The  women  dW* 
warmly  into  this,  and  were  /Hll  more 
zealous  than  the  men  in  their  attach- 
ment to  the  exterior  pirt  of  devotion. 
By  degrees   the  'wvifijflt  God^  *b«* 
their  fathers  had  worfhipped  alone, ««» 
wholly  forgot}  and  all  the  rows  of  «• 
peojolc  were  paid  to  the  idol,  ""^^^^^ 
pcrftitious  worfliip  was  better  adaptw 
to  human  paflTions,  and  to  the  g*i*>  °* 
the  priefts.  Expiations,  luftratioo«i  »*" 
crifices,  proceflions,  and  y^^T^^^^ 
made  up  the  whole  of  religion.    ib«»« 
the  piety  of  the  Troglodytes  was  turn- 
ed afide  from  reality  to  form:  and  it 
was  no  longer  a  confequence,  thftt^eTT 
reasons  man  waa  a  rcry  honeft  man. 
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LETTER    XV. 


8BLIM«  TO   MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


TtOM  tOlfPOir, 


IN  my  laft  letter  I  told  thee  how  much 
the  Troglodytes  were  depraved  in 
their  notions,  iind  in  their  man  ncrs,  from 
their  idolatry.  By  the  arts  of  the  prieiU 
hood,  their  corruption  encrcafed  every 
day:  and  <virfii/,  inftcad  of  bein^  af- 
fifted,  wa», overturned  by  uli^ign  tifelf^ 
It  waf  comnaon  for  a  Troglodyte  to  fay— 

*  I  will  plunder  my  neighbour  or  the 

•  publick:  for  the  aogrr  of  our  God 

*  may  be  appeifed  by  an  offering  made 
.  ♦  oat  of  the  fpoil.* 

Another  quieted  his  confcience  in  th  is 
manner;  <  I  am,  indeed,  a  very  great 

•  villain,  ard  have  injured  mybenefac- 

*  tor$  hut  I  am  a  conftant  attendrron 

•  all  proeeffions,  and  have  crawled  thrice 
<  round  i\\t  tt-mple  upon  my  lcne^s/ 

A  third  oonfefl'ed  to  a  prieft,  that  be 
bad  defrauded  his  ward  of  an  eftate. 
«  Give  half  of  it  to  our  order,'  /aid  the 
confeifor,  *  and  we  will  freely  endow 
f  you  with  the  reft.' 

But  the  mifchief  did  not  ftop  even 

kerc.     From  fanflifying  trifles,    they 

proceeded  to  quarrel  about  them:  and 

the  peace  of  the  foeiety  was  difturbfd, 

'  tQ  know  which  impertinence  diould  be 


preferred.  This  was  the  work  of  thf 
pritfts,  who  took  upon  them  to  declare 
what  was-moft  agreeable  to  their  go<l| 
and  declared  it  differently,  as  it  hap. 
pened  that  their  palTions  or  intf  refts  rOi. 

Suired.  Buthow  flight  foever  the  fouo* 
ation  was,  a  diiputeof  this  nature  ne- 
ver failed  to  be  warmly  carried  on.  No* 
body  concerned  himfeif  about  the  mo^ 
rals  of  another;  but  every  man's  opi^ 
nions  were  enquired  into  with  the  utmoft 
rigour:  and  woe  to  thofe  who  held  an^f 
that  were  difliked  by  the  ruling  party| 
for  though  neither  fide  could  tell  the rea^ 
Ton  why  they  differed,  the  difference  wis 
never  to  be  forgiven.  An  aged  Tro* 
glodyte  endeavoured  to  put  a  ftop  tothit 
pious  fury,  by  reprefenting  to  tbem» 
that  their  anceftors,  who  were  better 
men,  had  ilo  dtfputes  about  religion { 
but  ferved  their  God  in  the  only  unity 
required  by  him,  an  unity  of  afiec- 
tion.  All  the  poor  man  got  by  this 
admonition  was,  to  be  called  an  atbeift 
by  all  the  contending  fe^««$  and,  after 
AiiFenpg  a  thoufand  perfecutions,  com« 
pel  led  to  take  refuge  in  another  land. 


LETTER    XVI. 


SELIM,   TO    MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


rROM  t  Off  vow. 


THE  court  had  a  deeper  intereft  in 
the  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  idolatrous 
prieflhood  among  the  Troglodytes,  than 
was  at  firft  attended  tp,  or  forefccn. 
The  very  nature  of  their  office  particu- 
larly attached  ^hcm  to  the  crown .  They 
werefervants  of  i  deified  king:  and  it 
was  no  very  great  ftretch  of  their  func- 
tion, to  deify  the  living  monarch  alfo. 
Accordingly  they  preached  to  all^the 
people,  with  an  extraordinary  warmth 
of  zeal,  that  the  family  then  reigning 
was  M*vmi\  that  they  held  the  crown, 
not  by  the  will  of  the  foeiety,  but  by 
a  pre-eminence  of  nature;  that  to  refift 
their  pieafure,  was  refiftingGod;  and 
that  every  man ,  enjoyed  his  life  and 
tflate  by  iheir  grace,  and  at  their  dif- 
pofaJ.    In  cpmcquence  oi*  tbcie  doct 


trlnes,  \\\%  facred  majefiy  did  juft  what 
bethought  fit.  He  was  of  a  martial 
genius,  and  had  a  ft rong  ambition  to 
enlarge  his  territories.  To  this  end  he 
raifed  a  mighty  army,  and  fell  upon  hit 
neighbours  without  a  quarrel. 

TheTroglodytes  loft  their  blood,  and 
fpent  their  fubftance,  to  make  their 
prince  triumphant  in  a  war  which  could 
not  poflibly  turn  to  their  advantage;  for 
the  power  and  pndeof  their  tyrant  in* 
crcafed  with  his  fuccefs.  His  temper, 
too,  became  fiercer  and  more  fevere,  by 
being  accuftomed  to  fliughter  and  de« 
▼aftation;  fo  that  his  government  grew 
odious  to  hts  iubje£ts.  Yet  the  daz. 
zling  glory  of  hisvi£^ories,  and  thedivi. 
nity  they  were  taught  to  find  about  him, 
kept  them  ia  awe»  |md  fupponed  hit 
authority. 
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arathority.  But  Proyidence  would  not 
fufFer  him  any  longer  to  vex  mankind : 
he  perifhed,  with  a  great  p^rt  of  his 
army,  by  the  united  valour  of  many 
Bationsi  who  had  allied  themfelvet 
againft  hit  encroachments.  Content 
with  having  puniHisd  the  aggrcflbr  and 
Hutbor  of  the  war^  they  iuMnediately 


offered  a  peace  to  the  Troglodytes,  upon 
condition,  that  all  (hould  faie  reftored 
which  had  been  taken  from  them  in  the 
former  wars.  That  nation,  humbled 
by  their  defeat,  very  willingly  parted 
with  their  conquest  to  purchase  their 
repofe. 


LETTER    XVII. 


SELIM,   TO    MIRZA   AT    ISPAHAN. 


Fxoif  loirvoir* 


UNDER  their  third  king,  who  foe- 
ceeded  to  hit  father  ^pon  a  new 
BotioD<  of  hereditaiy  and  divine  right, 
the  i'piritof  the  government  was  wholly 
changed.  He  was  young,  and  of  a 
tem(>er  much  addi6led  to  eaie  and  plea 
fure;  yet  bred  up  with  higii  conceits  of 
kingly  power,  and  a  royal  difit- gard  to 
hit  people's  good.  Xh^'re  was  a  mix«> 
ture  of  bigotry  in  his  difpolition,  which 

fave  the  pritftt  a  great  advantage  over 
im;  and  as  his  predecelT'r  had  govern- 
cd  by  them,  they  now  g  verntd  by  him* 
Tb'  people,  too,  in  imitation  of  their 
prince,  foon  contraded  another  charac* 
terji  they  began  to  polidi  and  foften  all 
their  manners.  The  youngTroglodyies 
were  fent  to  travel  inio  Perfia;  i  hey  came 
back  with  newdrcffes,  newr^fip.ements, ' 
new  follies, and  new  vices.  Like  a  plague 
imported  from  a  foreign  country,  luxu- 
fy  fpread  itJcIf  from  thefe  traveller* 
overall  the  nation.  A  thoufand  wtj^ts 
were  created  every  day,  which  n^'ure 
neither  fuggclled  nor  could  fopply.  A 


thoufand  uneafineflea  were  felt,  whicli 
were  as  unnatural  at  the  pleafuret  that 
occaiioned  them.  When  the  minds  of 
the  Troglodytes  were  thus  relaxed,  thrir 
bodies  became  weak.  They  now  com- 
plained that  the  Aimmer  was  too  hot, 
and  the  wmter  too  cold.  They  loft  tht 
ufe  of  their  limbs,  and  were  earned 
about  on  the  (boulders  of  their  flivcs. 
The  women  brought  their  children  with 
more  pain,and  even  thought  themfdm 
too  delicate  to  nurfe  them:  they  \oA  th«ir 
beauty  much  fooner  than  before,  and 
vainly  ftiove  to  repair  it  by  the  helpof 
art.  Then  firft  phy  ficians  were  called  in 
from  foreign  lands,  to  contend  with  t 
variety  of  newdiftempcra,  which  imem- 
peraoce  produced:  they  came)  aodtk 
only  advantage  was,  that  thofe  who  bad 
learned  to  live  at  a  great  e^pencc,  now 
found  the  fecret  of  dying  at  a  greater. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  theTro* 
glodytes,  when,  by  the  benefit  of  a  lad- 
ing v)cace,  they  tafted  the  fwccti  of 
plenty,  and  grew/o/r'te. 


LETTER    XVIII. 


S£LIM,    TO 


THE  ancientTroglodytes  were  too 
bufy  in  the  duties  and  cares  of  fo- 
ciety,  tocHYploy  much  of  their  thcughtt 
in  fpeculilion.  They  were  fkilfol  in 
■nechanicks  and  agnculture,  the  only 
licieoces  for  which  they  had  any  ufe. 

Expeiience  taught  them  the  proper- 
tict  of  many  medicinal  herbs,  roots, 
mkI  plants,  with  which  they  cured  the 
lew  ailments  that  they  wer^  rubje6l  to 
in  their  ferene  and  temperate  life. 

At  their  leifure  they  amufed  t  hemfelves 
with  rnoiick  and  popiry,  amd  Aing  the 


MIRZA   AT    ISPAHAN. 

FROM  lOKPOlf* 

praifes  of  the  Divine  Being,  the  beiotiei 
of  nature,  the  virtues  of  their  countiy 
men,  and  their  own  lovei.  They^f"'* 
ed  a  wonderful  force  of  imagination  lO* 
great  number  of  fables  whrch  they  in- 
vented, under  moft  of  which  was  ccn- 
cealcd  fomc  moral  (^ntiment;  but,  wj 
hiftory,  they  contented  thttMve»vfi^ 
fome  (hort  accounts  of  publick  traii** 
anions,  drawn  from  the  memory  oHW 
oldeft  men  arao.»g  tkem,  and  written 
without  any  artj  having  Ho  yvtf  o"* 
putM,  no  feditions,   no  plots,  "^  '"J 
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irtgurt  of  ftlttt  to  record.  The  altera*, 
tioo  of  their  government  and  manners 
fnodoced  a  change  alfo  in  this  refpe^i. 
A  great  many  people"  withdrew  themr 
itives  entirely  from  the  offices  of  life, 
and  became  a  burden  to  tbeir  family 
and  country,  under  a  notion  of  ftudy 
and  meditation.  One  fet  of  them  very 
tnodeftly  undertook  to  explain  all  the 
iecrett  of  nature,  and  account  for  her 
operations.  Another  left  nature  quite 
behind,  and  fell  to  reafon  about  imma- 
fcriai  fubftances  and  the  properties  of 
fpirits.  A  third  profefled  to  teach  reafon 
by  a  rule;  and  invented  axguments  tq 
confute  common  fenfe*.  Thefephilo- 
fophtrs  (for  fo  they  ftilcd  them(elves) 
were  to  be  known  from  all  mankind 
by  a  certain  air  mad^  op  of  baflifulnefs 
and  prefomption.  Todiftinguifti  tbem* 
felret  from  the  vulgiu*,  they  forget  how 
to  fay  or  do  one  common  thing  like 
other  men. 

This  rendered  their  behaviour  vei^ 
Aukward,  and  they  were  confcions  of 
it;  for #hich  reafon  they  came  Iiitic  in- 
to company:  yet  in  private  their  pride 
fwelled  to  iuch  a  pitch,  that  they  ima- 
gined they  were  arrived  at  the  very  top 
of  human  merit,  and  looked  down  with 
contempt  on  the  greateft  generals  and 
belt  fervants  of  the  ftate.  Among  the 
various  fpeculations  that  this  modem 
fafhion  of  philofophizing  produced,  there 
were  two  more  pernicious  than  the  tt&. 


and  ^hicb  greatly  conti-fboted  to  the 
corruption  and  ruin  of  the  people*  One 
was,  that  vice  and  virtue  were  in  them- 
felvas  indifferent  things,  and  depended 
only  on  the  laws  of  evtry  country t  the 
^  other,  that  there  was  neither  reward  nor 
punidinient  after  this  life.  It  has  al- 
ready been  obferved  how  many  defcda 
the  TrogloJytes  found  in  their  hwa^ 
and  how  many  quibbles  were  invented 
to  elude  them.  But  ftlll  there  was  Tome 
relh  aint  upon  their  a£lionS)  whilea  fsnCe 
of  guilt  was  attended  with  remorfe,  and 
the  npprehenfion  of  fufFering  In  another 
Oate.  But  by  tbefe  two  do<^rincs  meti 
were  left  at  perfcft  liberty  to  Hn  out  of 
the  rea:h  of  the  law;  and  virtue  was 
deprived  of  glory  here,  or  tSe  hopes  of 
recompence  hereafter.  There  was  a 
third  notion,  lefs  impious  indeed^  but  of 
very  ill  coi  lisquence  to  fociet}','  which 
placed  all  goodnefs  and  religion  in  a  r#« 
t/ttfi  and  eontfmfUtive  «u>tfy  of  life. 

The  effcA  of  this  was,  to  draw  off 
-many  of  the  beft  and  worthieft  mea 
from  the  ierviceof  the  pobHck,  and  ad* 
miniftration  ot  the  commonwealth,  at  a 
time  when  their  labours  were  moft  want, 
ed  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  general  corrup* 
tion.  It  is  hardtofay^  which  wasmoft 
deftru6live5  an  opinion  that,  like  the 
former,  emboldened  vice  j  or  fuch  a  one 
as  rendered  virtue  impotent  and  ulelefa 
to  mankind* 
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iBLIAl,  TO   MIR.ZA   AT   III^AUAK. 


raoti  LOMOON. 


WHILE  the  princi)]iles  of  the 
people  were  thus  depraved,  and 
their  underftandings  taken  off  from  their 
proper  objefts,  the  court  became  the 
centre  of  immorality,  and  every  kind  of 
follyi  Though  flattery  had  been  al- 
ways buiy  there,  yet  the  former  kings, 
who  were  frcqtiently  at  war^  had  b^n 
.tifed  to  a  certain  military  freedom ;  and 
.there  were  not  wanting  men  about  them 
who  had  courage  to  ten  them  truth;  but 
the  effeminacy  of  the  prefent  fet  of 
courtiers  took  from  them  all  fpirit,  as 


well  as  virtue;  and  they  were  as  ready 
to  fuffer  the  bafell  things,  as  to  a6l  the 
moft  nnjull*  The  king,  wholly  de^* 
voted  to  his  pleafures,  thought  it 
fuf&cient  for  him  to  vrear  the  crown^ 
without  troubling  himfelf  with  any  of 
the  cares  and  duties  belonging  to  it* 
The  whole  eaercife  and  power  of  the 
govei-  ment  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
a  grand  vizir,  thcfirrt  of  that  title  which 
the  Troglodytes  had  ever  known.  It 
feemed  very  (Irange  to  them  at  the  be- 
ginning to  fee  the  royalty  transferred  to 

^  This  paffageis  not  to  be  undcrftood  as  deflgojng  any  reflc^on  upon  men  of  true  iesrti^ 
ingf  hut  as  a  cei^ure  of  the  difiercot  kinds  offaifi  learning -y  fuch  as  the  fubtleties  of  meta* 
phyiicks  and  loficky  and  the  natural  philofopby  of  Defcartes  and  o  iiert,  who  prtfume  to 
espliin  and  account  for  all  things  hy  fyfltmt  dra^o  out  of  their  own  im^giDaclon*    * 

J>  their 
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their  fellotr-fiibje^,  tnd  nrany  thought 
it  was  debafing  it  too  much.  The  priofts 
themfelvet  wei-e  at  a  lofs  how  to  make 
out  that  this  fort  of  monarchy  was  di- 
vine s  however,  they  found  at  laft  that 
the  grand  vizir  was  8  ^od  by  office, 
though  not  by  birih«  It  this  diftinc- 
tion  did  not  r:\ti8fy  the  people,  the  court 
and  the  prieils  were  nor  nu'ch  concern- 
ed about  ir.  But  a  prime  miniiler  was 
not  the  only  novelty  thefe  times  pro- 
duced. 

The  Troglodytes  had  always  been 
remarkable  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  ufed  their  women.  They  had  a 
greater  efteem  for  them  than  anv  other 
pf  the  daftern  nations :  they  aamitted 
them  to  a  conftant  fhare  in  their  conver* 
fation,  and  even  entrufted  them  with 
their  private  affairs  }  but  they  never  fuf- 
pe£led  that  they  had  a  genius  for  pub- 
lick  bufinefs^  and  tjiat  not  only  their  own 
families,  but  the  ftate  itielf,  might  be 
governed  by  their  dire^lion.  They  were 
DOW  convinced  of  their  miftake.  Seve- 
ral ladies  appeared  together  at  the  helmt 
the  king's  miftrefs,  the  miftrefs  of  the 
vizir,  and  two  or  three  miftiedes  of  the 
vizir*«  favourite  officersy  joined  io  a  po- 


litiatfl  confederacy,  and  manmd  at!  inlt< 
ters  as  they  pleafed.  Their  Torers  gave 
nothing,  and  a£led  nothing,  but  by  their 
recommendations'  and  advice.  Some- 
times, indeed,  they  differed  among 
themfelvci:,  which  occafioned  great  con« 
fufions  in  the  ftate  ;  but,  by  the  paclfick 
labours  of  good  fubjefls  and  the  kmg's 
interceflion,  fuch  unhappy  divifions 
were  compofed,  and  bufmels  went  qui- 
etly on  anin.  If  there  wa^  any  defeA 
in  the  politicks  of  thefe  female  rulers, 
it  was,  that  they  could  never  compie- 
hend  any  other  point  or  purpofe  in  the 
art  of  government  but  fo  much  proft 
to  tbemfehjes. 

The  hiftory  of  the  Troglodytes  has 
recorded  fome  of  their  wile  and  witty 
fayings. 

One  of  them  was  told  that,  by  the 
great  decay  of  trade,  the  principal  bank 
of  the  city  would  be  broke.     «  Whs* 

*  care  I  ?'  faid  (he;  <  I  have  hud  my 

*  money  out  in  land.* 

Another  was  warned,  that  if  belter 
meafures  were  not  taken,thc  Troglod)  tes 
threatened  to  revolt.  <Iam  glad  tohearit,* 
replied  (hej  *  for  if  we  beat  them,  there 

*  ^ill  fome  rich  conlircations  fall  to  ffic/ 


LETTER    XX. 


seUM,  TO  MIRZA   AT  ISl^AHAll, 

r%ou  tOKtOK. 

dared,  that  the  miniftera'of  the  king 
were  the  ftrvants  of  the  people,  and 
ceuM  not  be  protefted  by  the  court,  if 
they  were  found  difloyal  to  tlie  nation. 
Under  thefe  ^fe  regulations  the  (hat- 
tcj-ed  ftate  recovered  itfelf  again }  their 
affairs  were  managed  with  moredifa*- 
tion,  and  many  publick  grievances  wer* 
redreflcd.  They  thought  that,  in  h' 
miting  their  monarchy,  they  had  cut 
the  root  of  all  their  ef  ils,  and  iatfemi 
themfelves  with  a  permanent  felicity* 
But  they  quickly  dlfcovcred  that  thtf 
new  fyftem  was  not  without  it's  incofl- 
veniences.  Very  favourable  opportu- 
nities were  fometimes  loft  by  the  una- 
voidable ftownefs  of  their  councils,  and 
icrvefl  to  the  prince  then  reigning,  otit  it  was  often  necelfary  to  trjuft  n>ore 
of  refpe£l  to  the  family  he  was  of  j  but  people  with  the  Iccret  of  pOt>lick  bull- 
that  he  ftiould  wear  it  under  certain  ii-     ncfs  than  could  be  relied  oft  with  fecu* 


PAINFUL  etperience  had,  by  this 
time,  taught  the  Troglodytes  what 
their  fathers  were  too  happy  to  fufpeft, 
tiMt  human  nature  was  not  perfeft 
enough  to  be  tf  ufted  with  knlimiU J pow* 
tr :  they  faw  an  evident  neceflity  of  re- 
ftraining  that  wjiich  had  been  given  to 
their  kings,  as  well  for  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  itfelf,  as  for  the  good  ot  the 
commonwealth. 

The  whole  nation  unanimoufly  con- 
curred in  this  refulution>  and  that  un»< 
nimity  could  not  be  relifted  t  they  there- 
fore conHdered  by  what  means  to  re- 
form their  government,  and  did  it  with 
equal  vigour  and  moderation*  It  was 
decreed  that  the  crown  (hould  be  pre- 


mitations  which  divided  his  authority 
with  the  fenate. 

To  prevent  the  mifchiefs  that  might 
srlfe  from  evil  minifters,  and  the  too 
arcat  power  of  any  f;AVomi:e,  rhcy  dt- 


rity.  There  were  many  evils  which 
the  nature  of  their  government  oblig« 
them  to  connive  at,  and  which  grew  W 
it  were  cut  of  the  very  root  of  it.  *^ 
abufe  i^i   liberty  was    infcparable,  ^"^ 

»tw»y 
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tmimy  points,  from  liberty  itfelfi  and  de- 
generated into  a  Ihamelefs  licentiouf- 
nefs.  But  the  principal  mifchief  attend- 
ing  on  this  change,  was  the  diviiion  of 
the  fenate  into  parties.  Different  judg- 
mentSiy  different  interefts  and  pailions, 
were  perpetually  claAiing  with  one  ano« 
thcTi  and  by  the  unequal  motion  of  it*t 
wheels  the  whole  machine  went  but 
licavily  along. 

Yet  one  advantage  arofe  from  this 
diforder,  that  the  people  were  kept  alsrtf 


and  upon  their  guard.  The  anifflofitie» 
and  emulation  of  particulars  fecured 
thecomnumwealthi  ai,  in  a  feraglio,  the 
honour  of  the  hu(band  is  preferved  by 
the  malice  of  the  eunuchs,  and  mutuau 
jealoufies  of  the  women. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Troglodytct^ 
might  have  been  happy  in  the  liberty 
they  had  gained,  if  the  fame  puhlick 
fpirit  which  eftahliflied,  could  have  coi^- 
tmued  to  maintain  it. 


LETTER    XXI. 

SBLIM^  TO  lltltZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


raoM  loNDoif. 


THERE  was  In  the  fenate  a  cer- 
tain man  of  great  natural  cur* 
ning  and  penetration,  fa^lioys,  enter* 
prizing,  verfed  in  bufinefs,  and,  above 
all,  Tery  knowing  in  the  clifpodtion  of 
;he  times  in  which  he  lived.  This  man 
ame  fecretly  to  the  king,  and  enter- 
tained him  with  the  following  difcourfe. 

*  I  perceive.  Sir,  you  are  very  much 
caft  down  with  the  bounds  that  have 
been  fet  to  your  authority  $  but  per- 
haps you  have  not  loft^o  much  as 
you  imaKine.  The  people  are  very 
proud  of  their  own  work,  and  look 
with  great  fatisfa^tion  on  the  outHde 
of  their  newere6led  government;  but 
thofe  who  can  fee  the  infide  too,  find 
every  thing  too  rotten  and  fuperficial 
to  lad  very  long. 

*  The  two  things  in  nature  the  mofl 
repugnant  and  inconiiflent  with  each 
other,  are  the  love  of  liberty,  and  the 
love  of  money}  the  laf^  is  fo  flrong 
among  youf  fubje^s,  that  it  is  impofli- 
ble  the  former  can  fubfift.  I  lay.  Sir, 
they  are  not  HONEST  enough  to  be 
FRBB.  Look  round  the  nation,  and 
fee  whether  their  manners  agree  with 
their  conftitution.    Is  ^re  a  virtue 


which  want  does  not  difgrace,  or  a  vico 
which  riches  cannot  dignify?  Has  not 
luxury  infe^ed  all  degrees  of  men- 
amongfl  them?  Which  way  is  that  lux- 
ury to  be  fupported  ?  It  muft  nccefTa- 
rily  create  a  dependence  which  will 
foon  put  an  end  to  this  dream  of  liber- 
ty. Have  you  a  mind  to  fix  youi^  pow- 
er on  a  fuix!  and  laliing  bafis  ?  Fix  it 
on  the  vices  of  mankinds  fet  up  pri- 
vate intereft  aeainlt  publick }  apply  to 
the  wants  and  vanities  of  particulars  i 
(hew  thofe  who  lead  the  people,  that 
they  may  better  find  their  account  in 
betraying  than  defending  them.  This, 
Sir,  IS  a  fhort  p)an  of  fuch  a  condufk 
as  would  make  you  really  fuperior  to 
all  reftraint,  without  breaking  in  upon' 
thofe  nominal  ftcurittes^  which  the 
Troglodytes  are  more  attached  to  a 
great  deal  than  they  are  to  the  things 
themfelves.  Jf  you  plrafe  to  truft  the 
management  to  me,  I  ihall  not  be 
afraid  of  being  obnoxious  to  the ^/V?V 
of  liberty,  for  in  a  little  while  I  will 
extingui(h  every  fpark  of  it}  ncr  of 
being  liable  to  the  jufticf  of  the  na- 
tion, for  my  crim^  itfeif  ihall  be  my 
frotefiion^*  ' 
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SBLXM,  TO   MIBZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


THERE  It  a  very  pretty,  fa?r-com- 
plexioned  girl,  who  lodges  in  a 
houfe  over-againii  me.  She  was  al- 
ways flaring  at  me  from  her  windoW| 
ind  iccmed  to  foUcil  my  regards  by  a 
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thoufand  little  airs  that  I  cannot  dt^ 
fcrihe,  but  which  touched  me  llill  more 
than  ail  her  beauty :  at  1^  I  became  fo 
enamoured  of  her,  that  I*rtioW^  j^de* 
mand  bcr  in  marriage.  Accor.t1iig^4;I 
D  %  *  ^  T    went 
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went  td  vWt  her  \n  form,  ai>d  was  rc- 
i:eived  by  her  mother,  a  widow  gentle- 
woman, who  deHred  very  civilly  to  know 
lily  biifinefs. 

«  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  I  have  a  gardeir 
'  at  irpahan  adorned  with  the  fine  ft 
«  fldwers  in  the  eaftj  I  have  the  Perfian 

•  jafmiDe,  the  Indian  rofc,  the  violet  of 

<  Media,  and  the  t«iip  of  Candahar: 

•  but  I  haye  lately  beheld  an  EnoliOi  lily 
«  more  iair  than  all  thefc,  and  hr  more 

•  iweet,  which  I  debre  to  tranlplant 
«  into  my  garden.    This  lily,  Madam, 

•  is  now  in  your  pofleflion  j  and  I  come 
^  a  fuppliant  to  you,  that  I  may  obtain 

The  old  lady,  not  conceiving  what  I 
meant,  began  to  affure  me  veiy  faith- 
fully  that  I  was  milhiken,  for  (he  had 
Aeith  r  lily  nor  rofe  bf longing  to  her. 

*  The  lily/  returned  I,  'is  your  love- 

•  ly  daughter,  whom  I  come  to  aflc  of 

•  you  for  my  wife.' 

*  What  do  vou  propofe  to  fettle  on 
«  her?'  replied  (he.     *  Thai  is  the  firft 

•  point  to  be  confidered.' 

*  I  will  do  by  her  very  handfomely,* 
aihrwercd  I ;  •  I   will  feftle  upon  her-^ 

•  tnw  black  euntubSfZix  expert  old  mid- 

•  wife,  and  fix  or  feven  very  adroit  fe- 

•  male  (laves:* 

«  Two  blacks f    anfwered  (he,    *  arc 

•  well  enough}  but  I  (hould  think  tnvo 

•  French  footmen  would  be  gentceUr, 

*  However,  Sir,  we  wilT  not  cjuairel 
^  about  hirequtfagi.    The  queftion  is, 

•  yi9[i^xtro^fionyQ\xt\i\r\koim'Mi\g,* 

*  Do  not  trouoleyourfelf  about  thaf/ 
ittumed  If  <  (he (hall  have  mm/ enough, 

•  I  warrant  yoo  j  plenty  of  rice,  aAd  the 

•  ht?tfierbet  in  all  Perfia.' 

^  <  Do  not  tell  me  of  rice  nti^  Jherbetf* 
ftid  the  old  woman ;  '  I  a(k  what  jViff- 

<  (are  you  will  give  her?' 

Tbis  wprd  (lopped  mc  (hort,  for  I  did 


not  know  what  tjmtimn  figniM.  M 
iail  Ihe  explained  herielf  bjr  demandiBg 
of  me  bow  her  (Uugbter  wat  to  Isnr 
if  I  ihould  die« 

*  I  have  an  Inditii  wtic,*  anfwered  Ii 
<^  that  intends  to  bum  herfelf  as  (bon  as 

*  I  expire  {  but  I  would  not  recommend 

*  that  mf  thod  to  your  daughter.^  . 

^  How!*  faid  (he ;  *  you  are  married 
«  then  ali-eady!— «yca,'  faid  Ij  *inPer% 

*  fia  weare  allowed  to/«i(<a8manyvro« 

*  men  as  we  can  keep;  and  fome,  I  am 

*  fure,  of  the  moll  fafliionable  men  ii) 

*  Enghnd,   do  the  fame,  only  leavuig 

*  out  tke  ceremonjJ" 

*  It  is  a  very  wicked  praftice,*  an- 
fwered file:  'but  fince  it  is  your  religion 

*  fo  to  do,  and  that  my  daughter's/wftrai 

*  is  too  fmall  to  get  a  hu(band  aiitoog 

*  Chrifttans,  I  am  not  much  averfc  »a 

*  give  her  to  you  upon  reafoi' able  terms, 

*  becaufc  I  am  told  you  arc  very  ricb-^ 
She  had  fcarcc  (poke  thefe  words, 

when  my  little  milh-efs,  who  had  beeu 
Ititenini;  to  our  difcrurfe  behind  tbfl 
fcreen,  came  out  from  her  conccal'nent, 
and  told  her  mother,  that  if  fo  mafl/ 
women  were  to  live  together,  (be  was 
Aire  there  would  be  no  peace  in  tbs 
familv,  apd  therefore  (he  deiired  bef 
to  in(i(l  on  a  good  pin  monffy  (thst  it 
to  fay,  as  the  term  was  explained  to  me^ 
a  great  independent  aUo<waMce)  in  c9k 
her  hofbandand  (be  (hould  difagree^ 

*  What,*  faid  I,  « young  lady,  do  yoU 

*  think  i[vt&Ay  cS  feparatiifg  your  in- 
«  terefts  from  miner  And  muft  I  ^J 
«  obliged  to  pay  my  wife  fir  Uiing  m 

*  nvitb  me,  as  much  as  I  (hould /^r  /i^- 

*  ingiveU? 

*  No,  by  Hall!  I  vrill  never  ved  a 

*  woman  who  is  fo  determined  to  rthd 

*  againft  her  hufband,  that  (he  ari'uU\ 
«  for  it  in  th^v^y  potttraftof  hern»«^ 

*  riagel* 
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9ELIM,  TO  MII^ZA  AT  ISPAHAH. 


THERE  is  at  London  %*x^xxvt  of 
Aleppo,  who  has  rcfide^l  here  fome 
years  as  a  private  agent  for  fome  mer- 
chants of  that  city,  and  paflTes  for  a  Jew  \ 
^ev  call  him  Zabulon,  but  his  true  name 
ii  Abd<illab,  the  fon  of  Ahderamen.  He 
hat  revealed  himfelf  to  me,  and  I  have 
Contra^d  a  gi-eat  intimacy  with  him« 


naoM  loNtoir^ 


There  never  was  in  honeflcr,  m^J' 
friendly,  or  more  valu;|ble  man:  butbf 
it  as  much  a  bigot  to  all  the  eaftcm  w>* 
tior.s,  and  ay  much  a  ft  ranger  ^^''?J 
thing  iti  England,  at  he  was  the  lirn 
hour  of  his  arrival.  For  wy  P*^« 
MiiTa,  I  fct  out  with  a  refolutioo  W 
give  up  mf  hcitditij^'  pr^^^^i^'JJ"? 
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ioftn  WJ  mind  tohtf  3r  different  opinioni» 
at  my  body  to  Aiffer  difierent  climates, 
^y»  if  I  may  i«y  fo,  I  l>egao  my  tra- 
vels  acood  while  before  I  went  abroad^ 
by  reading,  enquiring',  and  reafoning:, 
tbout  the  manners  and  inltJtutions  of 
other  countries.  I  hadlivediong  enough 
Vpder  the  yoke  of  an  arhitrarv  gotern- 
mcnt  to  fee  the  mifery  of  it,  and  value 
liberty:  T  am  now  come  into  an  liland 
where  that  liberty  is  happily  eftabiifhed, 
smd  where  I  may  learn  to  Jcnow  it  by 
it'teiTeds,  This,Mirza,  istheftudy  that 
I  ^urfuej  and  it  demands  the  titmoil  at* 
(ention  I  can  ^ive.  In  abfolute  monar- 
chies all  depends  on  the  character  of 
ibeprincc,  or  of  hit  mtniftcrsi  and  when 


that  is  known  I  you  have  little  more  to 
learn:  but  in  mixed  governments  the 
mschioe  is  more  complex,  and  it  requivei 
a  nicer  obfervation  to  undcrfbaod  ho«^ 
the  fprings  of  it  are  difpofed,  or  ho«r 
the}  ftiutuaUycbeck  and  aHift  each  other. 
WKen  I  talkto  Abdallahon  this  fub* 
}e€tt  he  tells  me  it  is  not  worth  my  wbiU 
to  trouble  myfelf  about  Hi  for  thattn^ 
form  of  gfoverttm^'nt  is  good  if  it  bimm 
4tdmin^ered.  Butthequeilionis,  whick 
is  moft  likely  to  be  ftveU  adfnjmfierid\ 
that  IS,  which  has  htfi  fecured  il(elf, 
by  wliolcfome  provifjon  anti  refhaints^ 
again  ft  the  danger  of  4  b94  aimu^ 
Jratmf 


LETTER    XXIV.^ 

»^LIM>  TO   MIRZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


rioML«icn««, 


As  I  was  walking  in  the  fields  near 
this  city  the  other  morning,  a  dil- 
banded  A)l  Usr,  fomewhat  in  ye-ars,  im- 
pk)rfd  my  charity;  and,  to  excite  my 
romptflion,  bared  his  bofom,  on  which 
were  thefcai-s  of  many  wounds  all  re- 
ceived in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  J 
Sladly  relieved  his  wants:  and,  b^ing 
efirous  to  inform  myfelfof  every  thi:ig, 
|eil  into  difcourfe  with  him  on  the  war 
in  which  he  had  ferved.  He  told  me  he 
had  been  prefeot  at  the  taking  of  ten  or 
twelve  ftrong  towns^  and  had  a  (hare  in 
the  danger  and  glory  of  almoii  as  many 
yi£lories.  '  How  then,  faid  I,  *  comes 

•  it  to  pa(s  that  thou  art  laid  afide?  Thy 

•  ftrength  is  indeed  in  it's  decli  e,  but 
<  not  yet  wafted}  andlfliould  think  that 

♦  jcxpericnce  would  well  ftipply  the  lofs 
«  .of  youth.'— •  Alas*.  Sir,'anfweredhe, 
f  I. have  a    ^ood  heart,  and  tolerable 

*  limbs,  but  \  want  three  inches  more 

*  of  ftature :    I    am   brave  and    able 

*  enough,  thank  God,  but  not  quite 

•  handfome  enough  for  a  foldier.* 

^  flow  then  didit  thou  ferve  {o  long?' 


returned  I.  *  InFIan<ler«,$ir/  faidhe, 

*  there  were  fomtr  ibouCandsoffuchtlU 
<  looking  fellows,  who  did  very  wvll 
'  in  a  (lay  of  ba'ttle,  but  would  make 
'  nofigureataievie^Af.     Bcfiiles,  I  hav6 

*  no  'votf  for  any  county,   city,  or  bo^ 

*  rough  ,in  England  •,  and  thcreforecouM 
«  not  hope  for  preferment  in  the  arm^ 
«  wtrre  I  ever  I'o  'ijoeltmmkJ*  This  lA 
obje^^ion  appeared  to  me  very  odd;  but 
of  all  the  novclt'res  I  have  met  with  ta 
Europe,  noneever  ftirprized  mc  fo  much, 
as  that  a  qualification  for  military  Xes^ 
vice  fhould  be fuppofed to  confift in  fmog^ 
locks  and  a  certain  degree  of  tallnefs, 
more  than  experienced  courage  and  har- 
dy Itrength. 

,  If  women  were  to  raife  and  employ 
troops,  I  fhould  not,  indeed,  mtich  won- 
der at  fucha  choice  I  but  God  grant  out 
invincible  Ailian  an  army  of  vcteraii  UA.^ 
diers,  though  there  vrcre  not  k  man 
among  them  above  five  feet  high,  or  « 
face  that  wotfld  not  frighten  an  enemy 
with  the  very  looks  of  ill 


X.ETTER    XXV. 

9ELIM,   TO   MiaZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


THST^E  IS  a  fct  of  people  in  thit 
country,  whole'  a^livity  is  more 
'i^felefi  than  the  idlenefs  of  a  monk, 
irhey  aielikethofe  troublefbme  dreams 
which  often,  agitate  and  ptrplex  us  in 
^  t^ff  bui  leave  no  imprei&QA  be* 


FROM    tONDOV« 

Jiir.d  th?m  when  we  wake.  I  have  feni 
thee  an  epifiph  made  for  ons  of  thiofa 
men  of  ^uiineit t  whf>  ended  his  life  and 
labour ^  not  I'>ng  ago. 


'  Here  lies  - 


-,  wholivedtbree'* 


'  i(30iVAa4ten>ears  in  acoatinud  hurry. 
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He  had  the  honour  of  (itfing  in  fix  par- 
liamenis,  of  being  chairman  in  twenty- 
fife  committees,  and  of  making  three 
hondrecl  and  fifty  fpeeches.  He  attend* 
td  confbntly  twice  a  week  at  the  leveea 
of  twelve  different  minitters  of  ftate; 
and  writ  for  and  againlt  them  one  thou 
iiind  papeift.  He  compofed  fifty  new 
projech  for  the  better  government  of 
tbe  chujrch  and  ftate.    He  left  behind 


him  memoirs  of  his  own  IKe,  In  fift 
volumes  in  folio. 

*  Reader,  if  thou  fliouldft  be  movedto 
dropatearforthelofaof  fo  consider* 

ABLf  A  PERSON,  it  will  be  a  81HGV* 
LAR  favour  to  the  deceafed;  for  no* 
body  elfe  concerns  himfeif  about  it,  or 
temembers  that  fuch  a  man  was  ever 
born.* 


LETTER   XXVI. 

&BLIM,    TO   MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


PBOM  tONDOir. 


IWent  with,  my  friend  the  other  day 
to  a  great  hall,  where  aU  the  courts 
of  law  were  fitting  together.  *  Behold»* 
hid  he»  '  the  temple  ofjvfiicf,  the  lanc- 
tuary  of  privilege  and  light,  whith  our 
mightieft  monarchs  have  nut  been  able 
to  violate  with  impunity.  Behold  the 
lowcft  of  our  commons  contending  here 
with  the  htgheft  of  our  nobles,  unawed 
by  their  dignity  or  power.  See  thofe  ve- 
nerable fages  on  the  bench,  whofe  ears 
are  deaf  to  folicitation,  and  their  hands 
untainted  with  corruption.  See  tlfothofe 
twelve  men,  whom  we  call  the  ^'«r^j 
the  great  bulwark  of  our  proper: y  and 
frteiom.  Bat  then  caft  your  eyes  on 
thofe  men  in  black  thatfwarm  on  every 
fide:,  thefe  are  the  priefts  of  the  temple, 
who,  like  molt  other  priefts,  have  turn- 
ed their  miniftry  into  a  trade;  they 
have  perplexed,  confounded,  and  en« 
cumbered  law,  in  order  to  make  tliem- 
ielves  more  necefiary,  and  to  drain  the 
purfcspf  the  people.*—*  I  have  heard,' 
Uid  I,  *  that  the  laws  of  England  are 
wifely yr^m^/ and  impartialiy  admini- 
Jiired.^'^^  The  old  Gothic  pile  wc  are 
now  in,'  replied  my  friend,  *  will  give 
you  a  juit  idea  of  their ^n^«r/r  the 


*  foundations  of  it  are  deep  and  very 

*  lafling;  it  has  ftood  many  ages,  and 
'  with  good  repairs   may  ftand  many 

*  more;  but  the  archite^ure  is  loaded 
'  with  a  multiplicity  of  idle^and  ufeltl^ 
'  parts:  when  ycm  examine  it  critically, 
'  many  faults  and  imperfc^ons  i^ll 

*  appear;  yet  upon  the*  whole  it  hsia 

*  mighty   awful  air,  and  ftrikes  you 

*  with  reverence.    Then  as  to  the  ad- 

*  minifiration  of.  our  laws,  the  difier- 

*  ence  between  us  and  other  countries 

*  is  little  more  than  this,  that  then 
<  they  fell  jufticc  in  tbi  grofs^  and  here 

*  we  fell  it  by  retail.  In  Pcifia  the  cadi 

*  pafTes    feptence  for  a  rouiid  fum  of 

*  money :  in  England  tlie  judge  indeed 

*  takes  nothing;  but  the  attorney,  the 
«  advocate,  every  olficer  and  rettincr  on 
«  the  court,  raifes  tieble  that  fum  upon 
«  the  client.    The  condition  of  juft ice  it 

*  like  that  of  many  women  of  quality; 

*  they  themfelves  are  above  being 
«  bought,    but  every   fervant  about 

*  them  mud  hefeedy  or  there  is  no^/^- 
«  ting  at  them.     The  difinterefted  Ipirit 

*  of  the  lady  is  of  no  advantage  tcf  the 

*  fuitcr;  he  is  undone  by  the  rapine  of 
«  berdeftndanti.^ 


LETTER   XXVII. 

SELIM^  TO   MIRZA   AT   ISPAHAN. 


FsoM  townoif* 


I  Told  thee,  in  my  laft  letfer,  a  con- 
verfation  I  had  with  my  friend  u)K>n 
the  pra6lice  of  law  in  this  country. 

*  What  is  peculiar  to  us,' continued  he, 

*  injudicial  proceedings,  is,  that  no  dif" 
«  cretioMtiy  powtr  is  lodged  either  in  the 
«  judge  or  the  jury;  but  thcv  are  to  di- 

*  re£l  and  determine  altogetner  by.  the 
«  Utter  qftbt  iaw. 

•  In  FVance,  and  other  parts  of  Bu- 
'  ^pe>  ibe  judge  is  UvlSM  with  fuch  a 


*  power  to  vary  from  the  law  in  certain 

*  points,  according  to  the  dilates  of  his 

*  confcience,  and  the  reafon  of  the  calit. 

*  But  in  England,  confcience,  reafooi 
•'right,  andjttftrce,  are  confined  w'^ 
«  words  of  ihe  law,  and  the  eft:*bliflied 
«  meaning  thereof.     No  doubt  this  is 

*  produAive  -of  many  hardships;  p'f* 

*  ticulars  muft  often  fuffer  by  it;  y€t  in 

*  the  main  it  is  a  wholefome  wftraint, 
<  and  beneficial  to  liberty :  for  i^  ,|* 

<  generaU/ 
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*  gcneraMy  found,  that  in  other  coun» 

*  trie»y  where'  they  are  not  (b  Aii£lly  tied 

*  down>  the  jadgt*s  confcience  is  apt  to 

*  depend  too  much  on  the  king's,  and 

*  the  fule  of  equity  is  a  vei7  uncertain 

*  mcafurey  which  pafRon,  p^judice,  or 

*  inteie((,  can  eafily  change. 

•  Thefe  latter  times  have,  indeed,  a 

*  good  deal  departed  from  the  ancient 

*  methods  of  Judicature  in  matters  of 

*  property,  by  encouraging  applications 

*  to  the  Chancery^  which  is  a  court  of 

*  equity,  where  be  who  prefides  in  it 

*  judges  alone,  without  any  jury,  and 
'  with  a  much    greater  latitude  than 

*  otiier  courts  J  but  whether  more  evil 

*  than  good  does  not  attend  on  this 

*  pra£^ice,  may  well  be  queftioncd.  Thus 

*  much  is  certain,  that  cavifes  arc  not 

*  Jbortetudhs  it,  though  one  might  have 

*  expefled  that  advantagi  from  it  at 
«  leaft.'— *  I  hare  been  told,'  faid  Ij^ 
<*  that  whatever  time  they  may  take  lo 
'  paiCng  through  that  courty  they  have 
'^  often  a  furtherjourney  to  make  before 

*  they  come  to  a  final  dtcifjon.'— *  It 

*  is  true,'  replied  he,    *  they  may  be 

*  canied  frcm  ihence  by  an  appeal  to 

*  the  Uoufe  of  Lords,  who  judge  in  the 

*  laftrefort.   AndiftheconlHtutionhad 

*  not  lodged  theie  a  judicature  fuperior 

*  to  that  of  \\\tchanctUory  fo  much  of  the 

*  propcity  of  the  fuhjcft  would  entirely 

*  depend  upon  his  opinion,  that  the  par- 


liament  would  have  reafon  to  out  in  a- 
gain  their  claim  to  a  right  which  dry 
demanded  in  the  ret^^n  of  Edward  Ilf, 
of  nominating  this  (tfficer  tbetnfd'vcs* 
*  When  an  appeal,*  faid  I,  '  is  made 
to  the  lords,  by  what  rules  do  tbe^ 
judge  ?  If  by  no  other  than  thoie  of 
natural  equity,  I  cnn  then  underftaod^ 
that  every  lord  who  has  common  fertle 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  fuch 
a  judicature:  but  if  they  proceed  by 
the  rules  of  the  courts  below,  and  ac- 
cording to  principles,  ulnges,  and 
determinations  eftabiifhed  there,  thalt 
is  zfcience  ot  which  few  are  capable; 
and  in  that  fenfe  they  cannot  hcjtufgft 
horn.  Two  or  ihree,  at  moft,  of  their 
body,  would  then  have  competent 
knowledge  for  the  performing  a  duty, 
which  the  conftitutiou  of  England  ex- 
pels from  aft.  And  whcn/ofroj  are 
to  judge,  their  being  too  much  JivUtd 
in  affection  or  intereft,  at  fume  junc- 
tures of  time;  at  others,  their  bein^tc^ 
much  united^  might,  I  (hotild  thmk, 
have  very  bad  coniequenccs.  But  what 
if  the  chancellor  himfelf  Oiould  ever 
be  the  onjy  lord  in  the  bouft  enough 
poiTeHed  of  that  kmnuUdge  to  lead  the 
left,  where  would  He  then  the  ufe  of 
appealing fronn  his  decrees?' 
To  this  my  friend  anfwered  nothings 

and  I  thought  that  bis  filence  wanted  a» 

explanation. 


LETTER    XXVIIL 


8EL1^,   TO   MIRZA 

A  French  gentleman  was  boaftingthe 
other  day,  in  a  company  where  I 
was,  of  the  academies  founded  by  the 
late  king  for  the  fupport  and  reward  of 
srtt  and  fciences. 

*  You  have  a  pleafant  way,*  faid  he, 

*  here  in  England,   of  encouraging  a 

*  man  of  wit.  When  he  is  dead,  vou 
<  build  hira  a  fine  tomb,  and  lay  him 
'  among  your  kings;  but  while  he  is 

*  alive,  he  is  as  ill  received  at  cuurt^  at 

*  if  he  came  with  a  petition  againft  the 

*  miniftry.     Would  not  the  money  yoa 

*  have  laid  out  upon  the  monuments  of 

*  two  or  three  of  your  poets,  have  been 

*  better  beftowed  in  ^'ving  them  bread, 

*  when  they  were  living,  and  wanted 

*  it?'—*  This  might  have  been  former- 

*  ly  the  cafe,*  replied  the  Englilhman; 

*  but  it  is  not  fo  now,  A  m«n  of  true 
'  genius  is  at  prefent  fo  much  favoured 

*  by  the  publick,  which  is  tbcbcft  of  ail 


AT   ISPAHAN. 

VROM   LOMOOlt* 

pHronf  >  his  works  are  fo  greedilf 
bought  up,  and  fuch  rqgard  is  (hewn 
bim  every  way,  that  he  has  no  need  ti» 
depend  upon  a  court  for  prote£lioo»  or 
for  fubfillcnce. 

*  And,  let  me  add,  that  the  honourt 
which  are  paid  to  a  deceafed  roan  of 
wit  have  fomething  in  them ^ more,, 
generous  and  difmterefted.  thaA^en* 
nons  bedowed  on  (lavi(h  termsi  an4  it 
the  price  of  continual  panegyrick, 

*  We  have  a  *very  great  poet  now  alivBf 
who  may  boa  It  ol  one  giory  to  %bich 
no  member  of  the  French  aoademy  <:a«i 
pretend;  viz.  that  be  never  flatteped* 
any  man  in  potver^  but  has  beftowcd 
immoral  prarfes  upon  tboje  *vbom,  lor 
fear  of  offending  men  w  po^wer^  If 
they  had  lived  m  ■  France  under  the 
fame  circnmftances,  no  poet  there 
would  have  dartd  tapraife.* 
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LETTER   XXIX. 


SELiUy 

TH£RB  is  a  Chriftian  dealer,  who 
at  my  fuit  arrival  here  look  ihc 
trouble  to  t ifit  mc  very  often,  with  no 
'«ilherview,  at  I  could  find,  but  inerely 
to  loake  a  Cbrtftian  of  mc;  in  which 
|de6gn  he  has  been  fmgle  hitherto,  fuch 
a  seal  being  very  much  out  of  fafhion. 

Bat,  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  I 
\ras  told  the  other  day,  that  his  ^r^^- 
meat  in  the  church  had  been  \^xt\y  flopped 
at  tbe  inftance  of  the  mufti  of  ibis  city, 
on  a  ruppofiiion  of  his  being  turned  Ma> 
bometan,  and  that  all  the  proof  bi ought 
agatnft  him.  was  the  commerce  he  for- 
nerl?  had  wiih  me. 

When  I  heard  ihis,  I  waited  on  thci_ 
pmifti,  and  oiFtfred  to  teft:fy  that  the  tf*  the    cbara^erifHck  oi    his   accuffrsf 
dodctr  was  a  Chriftian,  as  far  as  I  could     «  And  ho^  do  they /rc*i?r  ihemfcif  c»  9 
jtklge  by  all  I  law  of  him,  during  ihc     *  be  Cbrijiianj*f* 


TO   MIIL2A   AT  ISPAHAN* 

tioi4  4oy^^# 

time  of  ouraequaintancf:  but  he  refuleJ 
to  admit  my  tr (limony  in  this  cafe,  be- 
cauff,  as  he  fiid,  I  was  myfelf  a  ffil/he^ 
liefer y  and  infifted  on  the  doftor'g  1  up- 
|x>red  apaflacy,  as  an  undoubted  fad> 
w\i\z\\  Jhocktd  him  Keyond  meafure. 

«  If  he  is  a  MuJulmMy"  faid  I,   •  be 
'  muft  be  ciYcutncifed:  there  is  a  nnfihif 

*  mark  of  orthodoxy  in  our  religioi^ 

*  but  I  (hould  be  giad  to  know  what  is 

*  the  <viftble  mark  of  j'ours.     If  it  be 

*  micknefs,   or  charity,    or  juftice,    or 

*  temperance,  or  piety,  ail  thcie  aremoft 
'  confpicucus  in  the  do^on  but  I  fin^ 

*  that  none  of  thefc  can  :pro'vi  him  t^ 
be  a   Cbriflian.     What,  therefore,  ^£ 


LETTER   XXX. 


> 


THE  principles  and  praf^ice  of  to- 
leration  prevail  very  ftrongly  in 
this  country:  I  myfelf  have  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  it  -very  much  to  my  advant^e. 
The  better  fort  of  people  are  no  more  of- 
lended  at  tbe  difference  of  my  faith  from 
theirs,  than  at  the  differenceof  my  dreis  t 
the  inob,  indeed,  feem  furprized  at  me 
for  both,  and  cannot  comprfhend  bow 
it  is  poffible  to  make  fueh  miftake?,  but 
tbey  rather  contemn  than  hate  me  for 
them;  and  I  have  yet  been  aflPronted  by 
siobody  but  a  drunken  prieft,  who  de- 
nounced damnation  againil  me,  for  xe- 
fufingto  pledge  him,  to  the  prof perity 
9f  the  Church  rf  England,  m  a  liquor 
forbidden  by  our  law. 

This  has  not  always  been  the  temper 


8EL1M,    TO   MIRZA  AT  ISFAHAt9. 

FROtt  toMOoir. 
of  the  EngliOi,  They  have  formerly 
wagwl  war  againtl  Mahometans,  00J7 
becaufe  they  werefoj  they  have  kindled 
£res  ngaiult  hereticks,  though  what  was 
hercfy  in  one  age  ha(  been  orthodoxy  in 
another)  nay,  they  have  involved  their 
country  in  all  tbe  miferiea  of  civil  dif- 
cord)  upon  points  of  no  greater  ornnent 
than  whether  a  table  ought  to  be  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  church,  or  at  on 
fed  of  it« 

I  muft  own  to  thee,  Mirxa,  there ii 
nothing  I  abhor  fo  much  as  pcrfecutioDt 
it  /eema  to  me  no  lefs  ridiculous  in  it^ 
principles,  than  <ireadfiil  in  it^s  effieAt. 
One  would  think,  thatllte great  dtverfity 
of  opinions  am  ^ng  mankind  ftioald  irf- 
dine  men  a  little  to  fufpc^i  that  thcsr 


^  It  IS  fuppofed  this  letter  alludes  to  th*  obje^ont  mtAt  to  the  promotion  of  the  latt 
Dodor  Rundle.  [Or.  Thomas  Rundle,  prebendary  of  Puiham,  an^  archdeacon  of  Wilti^ 
being  recommended  to  the  King  by  Lord  Chancel.or  1  albot,  to  whom  he  was  ch^^aiat 
§nr  the  Uikoprkk  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  death ot'Bilhop  Sy«SIL  hig  appoioiment was  ftreoo- 
ovfly  opfofed  by  BiftiopGibfan,  from  the  nolion  of  ihedodors  being  a  Oeift.  In  canlcqueoQa 
of  this  oppofition,  the  Lord  Chancellor  wa»  at  length  induced  p  withdraw  hiS  recosunen* 
datJonj  Dr.  Benfon  wa»  promoted  to  tbe  Englifti  biihoprtck,  and  Pr«  Rundle  (0  the  bi« 
Hioprick  of  Dcr/y  in  Ireland,    He  dicdi^fxil  14.  J743.  j 
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Mm  Auty  pollibly  be  wrong,  efpecrally 
IB  dirputes  not  very  cflentiaf  \.  but  to 
^rfoe  ftll  others  #ith  rage  and  tiolente, 
mftead  of  pity  or  perfuafioo,  is  fuch  a 
ftrain  of  pndeand  toUy  as  can  fcarce  be 
Hccounted  for  from  enuiufiafin  itie4f»  I 
biyre  read  in  a  Spanifli  author  of  a  eer- 
lajn  ndulman  who  faoibled  about  Spain 
With  r^o|^  and  lantei  and  wbomfoefer 
he  met  with  in  his  wayi  he  required  to 
acknowledge  and  believe,  that  his  mir'> 
\rtC%  Dokinea  del  Tobofo  was  the  htnd- 
Ibmcft  woman  in  the  werld»  It  was  in 
Vain  for  the  other  to  reply>  that  he  had 
ito  knowledge  at  all  of  Dulcinea,  or  had 
n  particular  fancy  to  another  w^man  ) 
the  madman  made  no  allowances  f*r 
ignorance  or  prQudice,  but  inftamly 
knocked  him  down»  and  never  left  beat- 
ing him  till  be  promised  to  maintain  the 
perfc^ons  of  the  faid  lady  above  aU 
ber  rivaisk  Such  has  been  the  condtift 
t>f  many  priefts  and  prieft-nd  princes  i|^ 
propagating  their  Jpiritual  mcUMOiionp]^ 
each  had  his  fevml  Dolcinea,  and  re* 
ibtved  that  every  body  Should  admire 
tier  as  much  as  himfelf  f  but  as  this  was 
not  eafily  brought  about,  the  contro* 
Yerfy  was  determined  by  force  of  arms; 
kiay,  thongh  it  happened  that  all  admired 
the  fame,  they  would  even  quarrel  about 
ilia  faikioQ  of  her  doathsi  and.  nioft 


bloody  battles  have  been  fought  to  de* . 
cide  which  Colour  became  her  befi* 
AlaSy  Miraa!  how  abfurd  is  all  this  I 
The  beauty  of  true  religion  if  fufficientlf 
fllewn  by  it^s  proper  ludre  $  it  needs  no 
knight- errant  to  Combat  for  it;  noria 
any  thing  fo  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
affection  as  conftraint*  Whoever  ia 
compelled  to  profels  a'faitb  without 
convi£iion)  though  it  was  but  indifferent 
to  him  beforCf  muft  grow  to  think  it 
odiousf  as  men  who  are  forced  to  marry 
where  they  do  not  approve)  loon  chance 
dtilike  into  averfion.  I  will  end  thit 
fubjeft  with  putting  thee  in  mind  of  u 
Ceremony  which  is  celebrated  once  E 
year  by  the  conunon  people  of  Pei  fia». 
in  honour  of  our  prophet  AH*  There 
are  two  bulls  brought  forth  before  the 
crowd}  the  ftrongett  of  which  is  called 
All,  and  the  weaker  Omar*  They  art 
made  to  light ;  and  as  Ali  is  very  fure 
to  get  the  better,  the  fpe6lators  go  away 
hk^ly  fatisfied  with  this  happy  decifioa 
ofthe  difpute  between  us  and  the  here* 
tical  Turks. 

Juft^in  this  light  I  regard  all  religious 
wars.  Whefher  the  combatants  are 
two  bulls  or  two  bishops,  the  czk  ia 
exactly  the  fame^  and  the  determiiMoi| 
jtift  as  abfurd. 


LETTER  XxXIv 

hKLlMy   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAITv 


Ttt&Kfr  it  tbthing  mote  aftontih«> 
ingto  a  Muflulman  than  many 
^articvlars  relating  to  the  tate  of  matri- 
toony,  as  it  it  managed  in  Europe:  our 
fraltice  of  it  is  £o  totally  different^  that 
wtvan  hardly  think  it  poffible  for  men 
to  do  dr  fufl^  filch  thiitgs  at  happ^^n 
litre  everv  day. 

The  following  flory,  wMeh  wat  given 
Ipe  for  a  true  one,  will  fet  this  in  a  very 
fnll  light  t  1  with  thou  mayeft  find  it  as 
mtertaining  as  I  am  furttfae«  wilt  find 
it  new» 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Pirft» 
ICing  of  fingland^  lived  two  gentle- 
ment  whoie  troe  names  I  will  conceal 
Under  the  (tigncd  ones  of  Acaflo  and 
teptimias.  They  were  netghbours, 
their  cftatet  lay  t^ether,  and  they  had 
ft  fricndihip  for  each  other,  which  had 
grown  up  from  their  earlief^  yodth* 

Aofto  had  an  eidy  feii^  whom  we 


l^toiii  tetfbolfk 


Will  call  Polydole)  and  Septimios  ail 
only  daughter,  named  Emilia.  Though 
the  boy  was  but  foimten  yearft  old,  and 
the  giH  but  twelve^  the  piients  were  fo 
defiroiVs  of  contraAlng  an  alliance  be» 
t%een  their  famiiies,  and  ^f  uniting  the 
two  bordcting  eftatcsi  that  they  married 
thtm  before  either  was  of  age  to  con- 
fummate  the  marriage,  or  even  to  U'n* 
deifland  the  nature  of  their  contra£t« 
As  foon  as  the  ceremony  vtas  perform* 
ed,  they  fent  the  young^  gentlelbad 
abroad,  to  finifh  his  education. 

After  four  years,  which  he  had  fpent 
in  France  and  Italy,  he  was  recalled  by 
the  news  of  his  fsther^s  death,  whicti 
made  it  neceflary  for  hfm  to  return  to 
England. 

Emilia,,  who  was  now  abont  fixteen^ 
beggn  to  think  he  had  been  abfent  long 
enough,  and  received  him  with  a  great 
deal  of  fatisffeftion.    Shr^hadiheaitl  a 
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fine  chara£lf r  of  him  from  thofc  who 
kntw  him  in  his  travels  $  and  when  (he 
faw  hira,  bis  perfon  was  fo  improved^ 
that  Aie  thought  herfelf  the  happietl  of 
^onten  in  being  his  wife. 

But  t^s  fentimenti  for  her  were  very 
dilPerent. 

There  was  in  his  tempci'  a  fpirit  of 
oontradifliun,  which  cauld  not  bear  lo 
have  a  wife  impofed  upon  h  m.  He 
complained,  that  his  father  had  taken 
advantage  of  bis  tender  age,  to  draw 
him  into  an  engagement  in  which  hit 
judgment  could  poflibly  have  no  part. 
He  confeffed  that  he  had  no  objc6lions 
l»  the  pcrfonorchara^er  of  Emilia;  but 
infilied  on  a  liberty  of  choice,  and  de- 
clared that  he  looked  upon  kis  marriage 
to  be  forced  and  null.  In  lliort,  he  ab- 
iblutely  refufed-to  confumrotte,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  endeavours  c>f  their  friends, 
tnd  the  conjugal  offcfkion  of  the  poor 
young  lady,  who  did  her  utmonto 
vanquiih  his  averfion.  When  (he  found 
that  all  her  kindnel's  was  thrown  away, 
the  natural  pride  of  her  fex  made  her 
dcfire  to  he  ieparated  from  him,  and  (he 
joined  with  him  in  a  petition  for  a  di- 
vorce. The  (irft  parliament  of  the  year 
forty  was  then  fitiing :  the  affair  was 
brought  before  them,  and  it  was  believ- 
ed that  a  divorce  would  have  eafily  been 
obtained  at  their  mutual  demand.  But 
the  btOiops  oppofed  it  with  great  vio« 
fence,  as  a  breach  of*  the  law  of  God| 
^hich  ihey  faid  would  admit  of  no  di- 
vorce, but  in  cafes  of  adultery*  They 
wete  an(wered,  that  the  marriage  was 
fiot  <ompleati  and  that  the  ceremonious 
parr,  which  was  all  that  had  paffed  be- 
tween  them,  might  as  propeily  be  dif* 
peitfed  wUh  by  the  legiflature,  as  any 
other  form  of  law  t  that  the  voung 
gentleman's  averfion  was  invincible^  and 
ioconfideni  with  the  obligation  laid  upon 
bim  {  that  therefore  it  would  not  well 
become  the  fathers  of  the  church  to  put 
him  under  a  manifell  temptation  of  com** 
mitting  adutttryj  and  that  nothing  could 
be  imagined  more  unjuft)  than  to  con- 
demn the  lady  to  perpetual  virginttyj 
under  the  notion  of  a  marriage,  which, 
it  was  plain,  was  a  mere  illufion.  Thefe 
ftiguments  Teemed  convirxing  to  all  the 
vvorld  except  the  biHiopS;  but  they  pei- 
iiiled  in  their  ufual  undmmityt  and  were 
lo  powerful  by  ^\^tfa'Vonr  oi  the  courtf 
tltat  the)  can  ied  ihcir  point  in  the  Houle* 
of  Lfftlsj  and  the  unfortunate  Polydorc 
and  Emilia  weie  dccloied  to  be  MteJUfi^ 


though  ro  union  had  ertrbeenbetweeii' 
them,  either  in  body  or  in  mind.  Tb# 
huib«nd  immediately  paid  back  his  wife^s 
portion  to  her  father;  and  firmly  refolv- 
ed  that  from  that  time  forwards  he  woukl 
never  fee  her  more.  His  natoral  obfti- 
nacy  was  irritated  by  the  conftraint  that 
was  put  upon  him ;  and  be  took  a  pride 
to  ihew  the  world  that  there  was  no 
power,  ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  which  could 
oblige  him  to  a6V  like  a  married  man 
againft  bis  indtnation.  The  poor  ladjr 
retired  to  a  feat  of  her  father's  in  the 
country,  and  endeavoured,  by  long  ab- 
fence  from  her  hufband,  to  forget  that  he- 
had  ever  plcafedor  offended  her.  Two 
years  afterwards  the  civil  war  broke  out 
between  the  king  and  parliament.  Po- 
ly dore  was  fo  enraged  againfk  the  hi  (hope 
for  obtt[u6ling  his  divorce,  that  it  de-> 
terminod  him  in  the  chufing  of  his  party^ 
and  made  him  take  up  arms  againft  the- 
J^ing.  Septimius,  the  father  of  Emilia, 
was  as  zealous  a  reyalit^,  to  which  his 
hatred  of  Polydore  contributed  as  much 
as  any  thing )  for  it  was  hardly  pofTible 
that  two  fuch  bitter  enemies  (bouid  be  of 
the  fame  fide.  In  i\\t  courfe  of  the  war, 
the  king  being  worHed,  the  eftares  of 
many  of  bis  party  were  con fifcatedi  and 
Septimint  having  been  one  of  the  moft 
aAive«  was  alfo  one  of  thofc  that  (ofllered 
moft.  He  was  compelled  to  retire  into 
France  with'  what  he  could  fave  out  of 
the  wreck  of  his  eftate ;  and  carried  with 
him  his  daughter,  who  was  quite  aban* 
doned  by  her  hulband  and  his  family. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  army  of^ths 
parliament  began  to  form  itielf  into  dif^ 
fcrent  fa^ions.  Cromwell,  at  the  bead 
of  the  Independents,  acquired  by  de«- 
grees  fuch. an  influence,  that  thePre(by«.* 
icrians  were  no  longer  a  match  forJhim*. 
Polydore,  who  was  devoted  to  thai  fed, 
threw  up  his  coinmidion  in  difcontent  ^ 
and,  happily  for  nis  reputation,  had  na 
(hare  in  tbofe  violent  proceedings,  which 
ended  in  the  deftru^ion  of  the  king, 
and  the  ancient  conftitution* 

He  continued  quite  ctna6live  for  fooie 
yf  ars  \  but  at  laft,  growing  vi^eary  of  %. 
life  tkat  agreed  fo  ill  with  his  vivacity, 
he  determined  to  go  and  ferveln  theLoV« 
Countries  under  the  great  Prince  of 
Cond^,  who,  in  the  year  X654,  com- 
manded the  armies  of  Sp^in  againtt  hia 
country.  Two  reafons  inclined  Poly* 
dore  to  this  party  |  firft,  the  defire  he  bad 
to  learn  his  trade  under  a  general  of  fo 
gi^eatrej^uutioii^  and^iccondly,  becayfe 
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tromwetl  had  refufed  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  that  prince,  though  moft 
agreeable  to  the  interefts  of  EngTaiid.' 
He  found  his  Highnefs  employed  in  be- 
ilegi'ng  Arris,  and  wt«  received  by  hhn 
with  high  marks  of  efteem.  Doring 
the  (lege  he  often  (ignalized  his  courage^ 
iind  fupported  the  opinion  that  was 
^read  all  over  Europe  of  the  valour  of 
the  parHameht  officers.  But  the  Mar- 
flial  Torenne,  with  La  Fert^  and  Ho- 
quincourti  having^  attacked  thebefiegers 
in  their  lines,  relieved  Arras,  and  would 
have  deftroyed  the  Spanifh  army,  if  the 
Prince  of  Coiid6  had  not  faved  it  by  a 
retreat,  which  was  one  of  the  greateil 
a^lions  of  his  life.  In  this  battle,  Poly-' 
dore  was  taken  prifoner^  and  fcnt'ta 
Pans  with  many  other  Spanifh  officers, 
to  continue  there  till  they  (hould  be  ran- 
fomed  or  exchanged.  In  the  journey, 
he  contraded  a,  great  intimacy  with  the 
Count  d^Aguilar,  brigadier  under  the 
Count  de  Fuenfaldagna,  and  one  of  the 
Krft  gentlemen  in  Spain.  As  they  tra- 
velled together  feveral  days,  they  verv 
naturally  acquainted  one  another  with 
the  principal  incidents  of  their  lives. 
Polydore  related  to  Aguilar  the  whole 
ftory  of  his  marriage  with  EmiHa,  and 
declaimed  with  great  heat  again  ft  the 
folly  of  tying  two  people  thus  together, 
whowiOied  nothing  fo  much  as  to  be  loofe. 
«  No  doubt,'  laid  the  Count,  *  it  is 

•  mofl  ^bfurd  :  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 

•  find  nothing  very«  reafonable   in  the 

•  whole  affair  of  marriage  as  we  have 
'  made  it»     I  do  not  know  what  it  may 

•  he  to  other  men,  but  to  me  it  fecms 

•  horribly  unnatural  to  be  confined  to 
«  any  Angle  woman,  let  her  be  ever  fo 

•  agreeable.' 

•  If  I  h«d  thfiff  a  woman  frtdy^ 
anfwered  Polydore,  « I  could  be  always 

•  conftant  to  her  with  pleafure;  but  to 

•  have  a  companion/^  life  forced  upon 

•  me,  I  had  rather  row  in  the  gallies 

•  thaB  fubmit  to  it.* 

•  You  are  mifbken,  my  dear  Poly- 

•  dore,'  replied  the  Count,  *  in  fancy- 

•  ing  \t  fo  cafy  to  be  conftant  even  to  a 

•  wife  of  one's  own  chufing.  I  have  had* 

•  ibme  experience  of  thn  kinH,   and 

•  know  that  the  firft  choice  is  only  good 
*'  till  we  have  made  a  fccond, 

•  To  prove  this  to  you,  I  need  only 

•  give  you  the  hiftory  of  my  amours. 

•  That  you  may  not  think  I  am  telling 

•  you  a   romance,  I  will  begin  where 
^  romancci  always  end}  with  theartidt 


of  my  marriage,  I  was  married  tf 
four  and  twenty  to  a  lady,  whom  t 
chofe  for  her  beauty  and  good  fenfe, 
without  troubling  myfelf  about  her 
fortune,  which  was  but  fmall.  The 
three  or  four  firft  years  that  we  lived 
together,  was  the'  happieft  period  of 
aiy  Hfet  I  prefcrved  all  the  ardour  of 
a  lover,  with  the  freedom  and  tendei*- 
ncfs  of  a  huiband.  She  loved  me  f^iH 
more  fondly  than  I  did  herj  and  if  I 
had  not  left  her  till  ihe  gave  me  oc-' 
cafion,  I  believe  I  (hould  have  been 
conllant  to  this  day.  But  I  was  not 
able  to  hold  out  any  longer :  all  her 
chai^ms  were  become  (b  familiar  to  me^* 
that  they  could  not  make  the  leailim- 
preffion;  and  I  went  regularly  to  hef 
bed,  as  I  did  to  fupper,  with  an  appe- 
tite quite  palled  by  too  much  plenty^] 
In  this  dull  way  I  drudged  on  for  a 
tedious  twelvemonth,  till  the  fight  of 
a  relation  of  my  wife's,  who  came  op- 
portunely to  lodge  in  my. own  houfe^ 
routed  me  out  of  my  lethargy,  8ht 
was  a  beautiful  creature  of  eighteen^ 
ju((  taken  out  of  a  convent  to  he  mar- 
ried. She  knew  nothing  of  the  world, 
but  had  a  natural  quicknefs  that  went 
ftnher  than  experience,  How-vcru 
as  there  was  fomething  a  little  auk-' 
ward  in  her  exterior  carriage,  the 
Countefs  d* Aguilar  thought  it  (»ioper 
to  keep  her  with  her  for  fome  lime  be- 
fore her  marriage,  till  (he  had  inftroft- 
el  her  how  to  bthave  hci  fclf  wfubiuk, 
I  thought  my  inftru^ions  might  he 
of  ufe  to  her  as  well  as  my  wife's,  to 
teach  her  how  to  behave  hertelf  in' 
fri<vatei  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
make  them  more  agreeable. 
*  She  liked  me  better  and  better  every 
leffonj  and  in  proportion  as  her  p:if- 
fion  encreafed  for  me,  (he  conceived  a 
(Wronger  averfion  for  the  man  whowas 
defigned  to  be  her  hulba:ntl :  and  in- 
deed (he  had  no  greit  reafon  lo  be' 
fond  of  him,  for  lie  was  a  peevifh, 
flupid,  bigotted  old  fellow,  who  did 
nothing  day  or  night  btit  pray  and 
fcold.  Her  friends  prclTcd  the  con- 
'clufion  of  her  maiiingf  j  and,  a«  un-^ 
willing  as  (he  was  to  come  into  it,  fhf 
could  not  refill  their  importunities,* 
Yc  ,  to  comfort  m«i,  fhe  very  hin  Iv  l<:i* 
me  know,  that  (he  would  give  her 
virginity  to  me  in  Ipite  of  ^ll  'heir 
teeth)  and  moreover,  that  I  (houl^ 
have  it  on  the  'WtJduig  tii^bt ,  I  re« 
prefentcJ  to  her  tlie  improbAbiiiTN  ot 
B^  «h€r 
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SO 

btr  perfbrfinDjKyirr&,a  promife  ztfitcb 
a  time  j  but  we  bid  roe  tnift  to  her 
managemeDt,  and  J.  Ihould  be  (atif- 
fifd. 

*  The  wedding  night  came;  and  whea 
the  company  was  retired,  the  bride- 
groom was  furprized  to  fee  the  bride 
difTolved  in  tears.  He  be^ed  to  know 
the  caule  of  her  affli6^ion )  but  flie 
would  not  ielt<  h  m,  except  be  fwore 
that,  wben  he  kntw  it,  he  woul4  da 
his  utmoft  to  rennove  it. 

*  The  poor  iMtn,  in  the  vehemence 
of  his  love,  aflfured  her  thst  be  would 
do  any  thing  to  make  her  eafy,  that 
was  not  contrary  to  the  honour  qf  a 
cavalier t  or  the  tnjunBiotu  of  our  hofjf 
mother  church,* 

"'No,'*  faid  (he;  «  the  thing  I  re- 
<'  quire  o^  you  will  recommend  you 
•*  exiremely  to  the  churcbt  as  it  is  only 

*  to  give  me  leave  lo  accompliih  a  vow 

<  I  made  to  the  BleiTed  Virgin,  in  a  fit 

*  of  ficknefsi  when  my  life  was  ingreat 
♦«  danger." 

*'  Heaven  forbid,  my  pretty  child,*' 
replied  th;;Don«  "that I  fliould hinder 
you  from  performing  a  facrcd  vow, 
^  to  the  hazard  of  your  foul  P* 

"  Well  then,"  faid  (be,  "  I  will  own 
to  you  that,  in  my  flight,  I  vowed, 

*  that  if  I  could  but  eet  well  again, 

*  and  live  to  be  married,  I  would  con- 

<  fecrate   my  wedding  night   to   the 

*  BleiTed  Virgin,  by  paifmg  it  in  the 
'  bed  of  my  waiting  woman,  the  vir- 

<  tuous  Ifabella.  And  (his  very  mom- 

*  ing,  while  I  flept,  our  Lady  appear- 

<  ed  to  me  in  a  dream,  and  threatened 
'  me  with  another  (it  of  ficknefa,  if  I 

*  did  not  keep  my  word,'* 

<«  If  it  be  (o,*'  replied  the  huib^nd* 
'*  there  is  no  doubt  but  tbfVirmn  muft 
'<  be  ferved  before  a»#..^Ana  fo,  my 

*  deal",  I  wi(h  you  a  good  night.*' 

*  Now  you  muft  know,  that  the  vif"* 
tuous  Ifabella  was  truftcd  with  all  the 
fecrets  of  her  miftrefs,  and  had  gone 
between  us  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  our  amour. 

*  Accordingly,  Madam  went  to  bed  to 
her  waiting-woman,  who  bad  taken 
care  to  inform  me  of  this  de/ign,  and 
concealed  me  in  a  clofet  within  her 
chamber;  from  whence,  as  foon  as 
everybody  was  adeep,  I  was  admitted 
to  the  place  of  Ifabtlla,  and  received 
the  full  acquittance  of  a  promife  I 
little  expe^ed  to  fee  performed. 
'  The  uo^ularity  oi  ihii  adveAtureio 


delighted  me,  dut  f  cedd  nolhilp»  l|t 
the  vanity  of  my  heart,  discovering  it 
to  the  Duke  de  I'lnfantada,  the  moft 
intimate  of  mv  friends.  He  was  very 
thankful  for  tke  confidence  I  repoled 
in  him  \  and,  to  reward  me  for  it,  be* 
trayed  it  inftantly  to  my  wife,  wbom^ 
it  (eeros,  he  had  long  made  love  to 
without  fuccefs.  Aslie  thought  that 
the  greateft  oblUde  to  his  dcbns  was 
her  fondnefs  for  me,  he  hoped  to  re- 
move it  by  convincing  her  of  my 
falfenefs}  but  though  the  news  of  it 
had  like  to  have  broke  her  hearty  it 
was  not  able  to  change  it^ 

*  She  reproached  roe  m  a  naanner  that 
made  my  fault  appear  much  rooro 
inexcufable.  **  I  might  consplain,** 
faid  (he,  <*  of  the  affront  you  have  done 

'*  my  honour  in  debauching  my  relation; 
^  but,  alas!  I  am  only  fenhble  to  the  in« 

*  ]^^y  y®"  ^^yt  done  my  love.  Yon 
'  are  f^rown  weary  of  me,  and  I  know 
'  it  is  impoifihle  to  regain  your  hearty 
<  fince  the  (inffie  reafon  or  your  dif« 
'  like  muft  ftiTl  continue;    which  is^ 

*  that  I  am  yoiir  wife.  If  any  part  of 
'  my  behaviour  had  oflPended  you,  I 
'  miebt  have  changed  it  to  your  btif* 
'  fa^ion;  but  this  is  a  fault  which,  in 
'*  fpiteof  all  my  care,  will  .grow  worie 

evcnr  dav."  I  endeavoured  to  pa- 
cify her  by  afllirances  of  my  iutuve 
fidelity ;  and,  really,  I  wu  fo  affcAed 
by  her  behaviour,  that  J  ferioufiy 
meant  to  keep  my  word,  But  our  in* 
clinations  are  vei-y  little  in  our  pow« 
er  X  myrefolution  foon  yielded  to  thn 
charms  of  the  CouQtcfs  Attamira» 
one  ef  the  handfomeft  women  about 
the  court,  but  the  vaineft,  the  mod 
intereftcH,  and  the  moft  abandoned* 
She  made  it  a  point  nf  honour  to  (e* 
duce  me,  out  ef  a  defire  to  mortify 
mv  wif^,  with  whom  (he  had  quar« 
relied  upon  fome  female  comptotioa 
of  precedency  or  drefs« 

*  Her  avarice  was  equal  to  her  pnclet 
and  (he  made  me  paf  dearly  ^  he? 
favours,  though  her  hullMai^waa  ono 
of  the  riciieft  men  in  Spai&.  I  har£y 
ever  went  to  h^  without  a  prefent  of 
fome  kind  or  other ;  and  roy  fartono 
began  to  fu0er  by  my  e«  pence  i  y^  I 
was  fo  bewitched  to  her,  that*  thougH 
I  heartily  defpiied  her,  I  could  not 
help  loving  her  to  madnefs, 

*  One  day,  when  I  came  to  (fie  he* 
after  an  abfencf  that  had  raifed  wf 
dcficcft  to  the  hifthcft^«itcb|  ftt  ciceiv. 
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^  c6  IM  wiib  a  ftitlenneft  »tid  iU-hu- 
«  in«ur  that  tortured  roe  beyontl  ^prei^ 
^  fion.    I  conjured  her  to  ac<)uaint  rm» 

<  wilhthecauleof  it;  and  (tie  told  me, 

*  that  the  lad  time  (he  was  at  court,  ihe 

<  bad  feea  the  Couoteft  d^Aguilar  with 
^  a  diamond- necklace  on,  which  I  had 
^  gif«n  her  the  day  before:  that  my 

*  madking  Aich  prefentt  to  another  wo- 

*  masy  in  the  mtdft  of  our  intrigue,  waa 

<  an  infolt  (he  wat  determined  not  to 

<  bear;  and  that,  ftnce  I  wa«  grown  Co 

<  fond  a.  huiband,  (he  could  not  but 
'  make  a  conscience  of  difturbing  our 

<  conjugal  feUcity. 

*  I  offered  her  any  fatisfadion  (he 
f  would  alk)  and  the  maltciout  devil 
f  had  the  impudence  to  tell  me,  that  no- 
'  thing  couUi  fatitfy  her,  but  my  taking 
'  away  that  necklace  from  my  wife,' 
'  and  giving  it  her.  I  entreated  her  to 
'-  accept  «f  another  of  twice  it*s  talue; 

*  but  (he  replied,  thai  her  honour  was 

*  concerned {  and  in  (hort  4hewoukl  have 

*  that,  and  that  alone.  Overcome. with 
'  her  importunities,  I  went  home,  and 
^  ftole  it  for  her ;  but  n>ade  her  promife 
'  me  folemnly  to  be  very  cautious  that 

*  my  wife  ihould  never  fee  it  in  her  pof- 
«.  feOion. 

*  About  three  days  after,  word  was 

*  brought  me,  that  the  Countefs  d*A- 

*  guilar  had  fainted  away  in  the  anti- 
^  chaaiber  of  the  queen,  and  was  gone 

*  home  in  great  diforder  to  her  mother's 
'  the  Countefs  of  Pacheco. 

*  I  went  immediately  thither  in  fuch 

*  a  fright,  as  convinced  me  I  loved  her 
''  better  than  I  thought  I  did:  but  ima. 
^  gine  my  coofufion,  when  (he  infurm- 

<  ed  me,  that  (he  lud  fainted  at  the  light 

*  of  her  own  diamonds  on  the  neck  of 

*  the  Countefs  Aliamira!  She  added, 
^  that  it  was  no  royflery  to  her,  nor  to 
^  any  body  el(e,  how  that  lady  came  by 

*  th«ms  andthat|tofaveiler^elfthemor- 
'  tilication  of  any  more  fuch  publick 

*  affronts,  (he  woiud  no  longer  live  with 
^  me  as  my  wife,  but  leave  me  at  full 

*  liberty  |o  pleafe  myfelf,  as  my  licenti- 
.  ^  ous  inclination  (bould  dire^l. 

.J  •^'  I  iife4.  niy  utmoft  eloquence  to  pre- 
'  vail  on  hicr  tb  come  home  to^e  again ; 

<  but  il^  remained  inflexible,  and  faid 

*  no  more  to  all  my  proteibtions,  but 

*  that  if  M  paft  conduct  had  not  been 
^  able  to  fix  my  heart»  (he  deijpair^.pf 
'^  doine  it  for  the  future, 

<  Aner  living  without  her  half ayear, 
i  I  wai  onlcriatHKritigiaieatin'FUa* 
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*  ders,  and  was  very  glad  of  an  .^cot* 
'  fion  to  leave  Madrid,  where  the  it<* 
<  gret  of  her  feparation  was  (iich  a  paift 

*  to  me,  that  it  entirely  ftink  my  fpi^ 
^  rit8«     Since  my  arrival  in  the  anny^ 

*  I  have  writ  to  her  three  or  four  iettersv 

*  but  (he  d'udained  to  make  me  any  «q-* 
'  fwer  i  and  I  have  reafen  to  beliew^ 
'  that  her  high  fpirit  has  by  ^bia  tioii 
«  got  the  better  of  her  lore.  ^ 

*  For  my  part,  I  endeavonrtOBOmA 

*  myfelf  the  beft  I  can  with  other  rm* 
'  men;  and  I  defire,  my  dear  Polyddft, 

*  that  we  may  be  always    rociprocat 

*  confidante  of  every  intrigue  that  w« 

*  engage  in  during  our  (Uy  in  France.* 
Polydore  thanked  him,  and  alTured 

him  that,  on  his  part,  he  (hou|d  meet 
with  no  relerve.  When  they  came  tm 
Paris,  his  (irft  care  was  to  enquira 
what  was  becofloe  of  Septimims  and 
Emilia,  whom  he  had  heard  noaeroont 
of  for  many  years.  He  was  rnformed^ 
that  ^ptimivs  was  dead,  and  his  dau^« 
ter  gone  from  Paris.  His  cnrScStf 
made  him  write  to  his  ftiends  in  £ng. 
land,  to  a(k  if  flip  was  there.  They 
anfwered  him,  thaUverybody  believed 
flte  was  dead  in  France,  having  receir* 
ed  no  news  of  her  a  great  whik.  Po« 
lydore  was  mightilv  pleafed  with  thia 
account,  and  fancied  him felf  very  happf 
in  being  a  widower,  though  he  iia4 
given  himfelf  no  trouble  to  fvppon  th« 
chara£^er  of  a  ha(bind .  The  two  fricndi 
had  not  refided  long  at  Paris  before  thef 
were  exchanged  for  fome  French  officer* 
who  were  taxen  prisoners  by  the  Princt 
of  Conde.  They  returned  to  the  army  | 
but  the  fcaibn  not  permitting  them  to 
come  to  any  aftion,  ihey  agreed  to  pais 
the  winter  at  B<  aifels,  in  the  court  ci 
the  archduke.  They  bad  not  been  theiv 
above  a  month,  before  A^iiar  act 
quainted  his  £ngli(h  friend  that  he  h%d 
begun  an  intrigue  with  a  French  lady^ 
who  lived  in  a  very  retired  ipanner, 
which  he  believed  was  owing  to  her  eir- 
cumftantesj  that  he  had  fJKn  her  twq 
or  three  times,  by  n^ans  of  a  wo« 
man  ar  whofe  houfe  (ho  lodoed,  wh#(^ 
good  offices  he  had  fee  r-*d  by  a  hand-r 
lome  bribe.  He-added,  that  he  WQtdit 
oarry  polydore  to  fee  her  the  next  viflt 
that  he  made.  Accordingly,  they  wefif 
together  to  Madeniot(elle  Dalinco«rl» 
for  that  was  the  name  of  Agui)ar*« 
new  miftrefs.  At  their  continff  in,  Da« 
lincourt  feemed  orach  furprixed,  change 
€d  colour^  ajwl  wu  not  me  ta  ^Mdc  r 
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word.  The  cmintf  alarmed  at  her  dif- 
ordert  furpeftcd  fonne  lover  had  been 
«rith  herj  and  told  her»  with  an  airof  dif* 
content,  that  he  wak  forry  he  came  at 
fo  wrong  a  tinie.  She  endeavoured  to 
ibake  off  her  confaiion,  and  replied , 
that  be  was  always  very  welcome ;  but 
that  the  gentleman  he  brought  with 
lum  bad  To  much  referrblance^of  a  bro- 
ther of  hers,  who  was  killed  in  Flan* 
^iert,  that  at  firft  fight  (he  coulJ  not  help 
being  ftruck  with  it  in  the  manner  they 
bad  feen.  She  added,  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman wat  as  like  her  brother  in  rnind^ 
aa  he  was  in  form,  die  (hould  he  migh- 
tily pleafed  with  his  acquainunce.  She 
ipoke  this  with  fuch  an  a<r  of  fincerity, 
that  the  count  began  to  think  hisjea- 
Joufy  was  without  foundation. 

After  fome  gfsneral  difcour^,  (he  ap- 

Jilicd  to  Polydore,  and  afked  him  how 
ong  behad  been  engaged  in  the  Spaai(h 
^rvioe;  with  many  other  more  particu- 
lar enquiries,  which  (eemed  to  intiihate 
a  defire  to  know  him  better.  Polydore 
wat  very  glad  of  it,  in  hopes  to  /ervehis 
friend;  and  the  count,  who 'had  no 
fufpicions  on  that  fide,  did  his  Otmoft  to 
•Hgage  |hem  in  a  friendfhip  which  he 
imagined  would  turn  to  his  advantage* 
At  night,  when  the  two  gcmtlemen 
weht  home  together,  Aguilar  aflceti  his 
companion,  what  he  thought  of  Dalin- 
coUrt^s  perfon  and  underftanding.  *  Bet- 
«  ter  of  the  laft  than  the  firil,*  anfwered 
be,   '  thobgh  both  are  certainly  agree- 

<  able.  I  cannot  help  thinking,*  conti- 
nticfd  be,   *  that  her  perfon  is  not  auire 

*  new   to    me;   but  1  cannot  recoiled 
«  where  I  met  with  her»  except  it  was> 

*  at  Paris  when  I    was  there  a  boy.' 
•p»-*  You  will  do  well  to  improve  your 

*  acquaintance  now,**  replied  the  count; 

*  and,  to  give  vou  an  opportunity  of  do- 

*  ing  it,  I  will  Itnd  you  there  to- mor- 

<  row,  to  make  my  excufes  for  being 

*  obliged  to  hunt  with  the  archduke^ 

*  inftead  of  waiting  on  her,  as  I  in^ 

*  tended*    I  know  my  dear  Polydore 

<  will  employ  all  his  wit  and  eloquence 
.-<  to  fet, his  friend^s  pafTionin  the  beft 

'  light;  and  while  he  is  with  her,  I  (hall 

*  have  lefs  uneafinefs  in  being  away.^ 
J^olydore  promifed  him  all  the  fervices 
lie  could  do  him;  but  faid,  he  wi(hed 
lie  had  got  a  miftrefs  too,' to  make  the 
party  even. 

The  next  day  he  went  to  her,  and 
faid  a  great  deal  in  pi-aife  of  Agtiilar, 
to  difcovcr  what  ihe  thought  of  hinh 


She  anfwefcd  him  with  terms  of  a  eolc^ 
efteera,  but  nothing  that  gave  him  the 
leaft encouragement  to  believe  (he  was  in 
love.  He  then  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
her  of  the  violence  of  the  count*s  paiBoiT 
for  her;  but  (he  aifut^d  him,  that  thitf 
was  the  only  (ubje^l  (he  did  not  care  td 
bear  him  talk  of.  He  returned  to  bit 
friend,  quite  difcouraged  at  her  manner 
of  proceeding,  and  told  him  there  wai 
nothing  to  be  hoped  for.  The  count 
(hewed  him  a  letter  he  had  }uft  received 
from  his  coR(idante,  the  lady  of  the 
houfe;  which  advifed  him  not  to  think 
of  gaining  Dalincourt  by  a  timorous 
ref|^;  but  to  o(Fer  her  at  once  a  band* 
fome  i^tlemeirt,  which  the  ftraitnefs  of 
her  fortune  wonld  make  her  li(len  to 
much  more  kindly  than  flie  did  to  his 
fine  fpeeches. 

*  This  indeed  may  do  fometbing/ 
faid    Pplydore;    *  for  I  found,  by  her 

*  difcourfe,  that  flie  had  been  redicedy 

*  by  a  feries  of  misfortunes,  to  a  con- 

*  dition  very  much  beneath  her  birth.' 
In  conoluiion,  they  agreed  to  make  a 
trial,  whether  (he  was  to  be  bought  or 
not;  and  Polydore  was  made  the  bearer 
of  a  letter  which  contained  a  very  libe- 
ral propofal.  She  read  it, -looked  at 
Polydoie  fome  time  withmit  faying  z 
word,  and  at  laft  burft  out  into  a  fioodf 
of  tears. 

*  I  tlwught,'  faid  (he,  recovering  her 
voice,  *  that  it  had  not  been  in  the  power 
'  of  my  ill  defttny  to  make  me  moreun- 

*  happy:  but  I  now  find  that  my  mif« 

*  fortunes  have  Conk  me  lower  than  X 

*  ever  was  aware  of;  fincc  two  gentle- 

<  men,'  whofe  edcem  I  wi(hed  to  gain, 

*  think  fo  meanly  of  me,  as  to  imagine 
*'mc  a  proper  perfon  to  nce\ye/ucb  a 
'  Utter,  But  know,  Sir,  that  I  am  as 
^  much/a  Granger  to  inf  amyr  as  I  am  to 

*  happinefs;  and  have  a  (pirit  fupenor 

*  to  all  the  wrongs  that  your  infolentfe< 

*  can  put  upon  me.  Had  not  you  difr 
'  graced  yourfelf  by  the  fcandalous  em-.>' 

*  ploy  me  nt  of  endeavouring  to  feduc* 

*  me  with  a  dirty  bribe,  I  (hould  hav# 
«  been  happy  in  feeing  you  often  herej 

<  but  mutt  now  deiire  you  to  trouble 

*  me  no  more,  and  to*  tell  your  friend,  a^ 
'  my  anfwer  to  his  letter,  that  I  woulrf 

*  ioonergi've  my  felt  to  a  fbotman,  thaa 

*  /til  mylclf  to  a  prince.* 

PolyJore  was  infinitely  (truck  v/ith 
this  reception;  every  word  (he  utteredf 
pierced  him  to  the  heart;  and  he  looked 
upon  ha  a»  «  nurads  sf  virtusi  fuob  «i 
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lie  oerer  had  any  notion  of  befoir.  He 
Kiurned  to  the  count  in  great  confufion, 
and  acquainted  him  with  the  ill  fuccefa 
of  his  commiflion.  Agoilar,  niore  in 
love  with  her  than  tvtT,  writ  a  moft  Tub- 
miifive  letttr  to  beg  her  pardon,  but  ihe 
inftantly  fent  it  back  unopened.  When 
be  found  all  his  courtfhip  waa  ineffec- 
tii:i),  he  left  Brufleis  in  dei'pair,  and  re- 
tired to  a  irilla  of  one  of  his  friends, 
where  he  refolved  to  ftay  till  the  opening 
of  the  campaign.  In  the  mean  while,' 
Polydore,  who  continued  ftill  at  Bruf- 
icls,  was  in  a  fitdation  little  eafier  than 
bis  friend.  Mademoifelle  Dalincovrt 
took* up  all  his  thoughts  j  he  repeated  to 
himfelf  a  ihoufand  times  the  laft  wordt 
he  heard  her  fpeak,  and  admired  the  fpi- 
rit  that  appeared  in  them  to  a  degree  of 
adoration. 
Not  being  able  to  bear  her  abfence 

I  any  longer,  he  fent  to  beg  that  he  might 
fee  her  once,  again,  -  upon  a  bofmeft 
wholly  relating  to  himfelf.  She  ad- 
mitted him,  and  began  the  converfation, 

I  by  An£)ly  forbidding  him  to  name 
the  count  in  any  thing  be  had  to  fay  to 
her.  *  I  have  no  inclination  to  name 
'  him,*  replied,  hej  *  for  I  would  wil- 

*  lingly  forget  that  I  ever  knew  him. 

*  I  am  fenublc  that  I  wrong  him,  in 

*  declaring  to  you,  that  I  love  you 
«  moi%  than  lifej  yet,  as  his  pafTion  is* 
<*quite  deftitute  of  hope,  why  IhouM 
«  not  I  folicit  you  for  a  heart  to  which 

*  he  hjjs  no  pretenfions?    But,  be  my* 

*  condu6l  right  or  not  in  regard  tohira,' 

*  to  you,  Madam,  it  (halleyerbemolV 

I    «  honourable,    I  come  to  offer  you  my 
I    '  whole    fortune- upon  fuch  terms  as' 

*  your  viitue  need  not  biuHi  at,    I  am 

*  a  widower,  and  free  to  marry  whom 

<  I  pleale;  my  eibte  is  fufficient  for  us 

*  bothy  and  I  am  happy  to  think  it  in 

*  my  power  to  raife  you  to  that  rank 

*  whicn  yM  were  born  to.   This,  Ma- 

*  dam,  is  the  only  reparation  by  which 
I    *  I  can  atone  for  the  affi-ont  J  did  your 

^  character  J  and^  if  you  refufe  to  ac- 

<  cept  of  it,  my  defpair  will  be  equal  to 

*  my  love.* 

The  lady  anfwered  htm,  withblu(he$, 
that  (he  was  highly  fenfible  of  the  fen* 
timentt  he  exprefTed  for  her)  that  fl^e 
liked  bif^perfon,  andadodired  his  under* 
ftaodingi  but  thati  to  her  misfortune, 
ihe  was  married  already  ^  and  therefore 
could   fay   nothing  to   his    propofal. 

*  Oood  Heaven  r  cried  Polydore,  *  you 

*  are  married  t    An4  who  then  if  ypur 


«  huiband?'— «  Tlie  moft  unworthy  of 
«  mankind,*  anfwered  (he;  *  one  who" 
'  has  abandoned  me  to  the  malice  of 
'  my  fortune,  and  does   not  know  at 

*  this  time  what  is  become  of  met  nor 
<  troubles  himfelf  about  it.*<7-*  He  ia 
«  indeed  unworthy,'  replied  the  lover^ 

*  who  is  poiTefled  of   fuch  a  treafare» 

*  apd  can  negle£t    it.    But,  Madam, 

*  employ  me   in  your  revenge :   com- 

*  maud  my  fword  to  pierce  tht  moB« 

*  fter*s  heart,  aiul  tear  it  from  his  bo- 

*  fom!'— «  No,*  faid  (hc|  *  your  fafcty 
'  is  more  dear  to  me  than  tne  delire  of 

*  rti/ctt^Q.  Ail  I  afk  of  you  if,  to 
^  (^ear  that  you  will  never  be  like  that 

*  hufband;    but    continue  to  love  me 

*  equally  when  you  know  me  betters 

*  upon  this  condition,  1  will  grant  yoa 

*  all  the  favours  which  my  duty  will 

*  allow;  and,  perhaps,  your  future con^ 
f  dii6l  may  prevail  upon  me  to  throw  off 

*  all  rcftraint.' 

The  happy  Polydore  fwore  every 
thing  (he  dcfired,  and  (he  permitted 
him  to  fee  her  when  he  pleafed;  but,  be* 
ing  informed  by  him  of  the  treachery 
of  lier  friend  at  whofe  houfe  (he  lodged, 
they  agreed  to  make  their  appointmenta 
at  another  place. 

They  cbntinoed  this  commerce  for 
(broe  time  without  any  interruption,  till 
the  Count  d'Aguilar  had  notice  of  it 
from  his  confidante,  who  peiceived  It 
in  fpite  of  all  their  caution. 

Never  was  rage  equal  to  his  at  thta 
difcoveiy.  He  writ  to  Polydore,  re*' 
proaching  him  with  his  breach  of  friend^ 
(hip  in  the  bittereft  terms,  and  required 
him  to  meet  him  with  his  fword,  biehind 
the  walls  of  a  nunnery  that  was  {ituate4 
about  two  leagues  out  of  BruflTels,  Po* 
lydore  accepted  of  the  challenge,  and 
met  him  at  the  place  appointed  s  be 
attempted  to  juftify  himtelf}  but  th< 
count  had  not  ^  patience  to  hear  him 
out;  they  fought  with  great  fury  a  good 
while,  till  the  fortune  of  Polydore  pre* 
vailed,  and  the  count  fainted  away  with 
the  lofs  of  blood  from  two  of  tht 
wounds  which  he  had  received.  Tha 
other  feeing  him  frtll,  thought  him 
dead,  and  madcf  off  with  the  utmoft  pre* 
cipitation. 

Ju(l  at  that  inftant  came  by  a  coacH. 
and  fix,  which  was  driving  towaMg 
the  nunnery :  a  lady  who  was  in  it  (ee* 
ing  a  gentleman  lymg  weltering  in  hil 
blood,  IVopped  her  coach,  and  went  to 
try  if  (he  could  z&&  bimY^Auheifight 

Bigitized  by  VjOOQIc  gf 
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•f  the  Uetf  fWe  fetched  a  fcreain,  tnd 
Idl  upon  the  body  in  %  fwoon.  Her 
Jcnrants  concluding  it  to  be  Tome  one 
Ike  wat  much  concerned  .for»  carried 
them  both  into  the  nunnery*  where 
the  lady  loon  came  to  herfelf,  and  the 
cpoot  aJIb  began  to  (hew  (igns  of  life,  hia 
^fpirita  beifig  agitated  by  the  motion. 
He  was  immediately  pot  to  bed,  and  a 
Ivrgeon  fcnt  for^  who  declaied  hta 
ivouoda  to  be  dangerous,  but  not  mor- 
tal. While  they  continued  uncertain 
•f  his  cure*  the  lady  who  brought  him 
into  the  nunnery  watted  conilantly  day 
Md  night  at  his  bedfide,  and  nurfed 
him  with  a  care  that  would  not  yield  to 
a  moment  of  repofe.  As  her  face  was 
always  covered  wiih  a  veil,  he  took  her 
to  be  one  of  the  nuns i  and  was  ado- 
titflied  at  a  charity  To  officious.  When 
be  grew  better^  his  curiofiiy  increafcd, 
^nd  be  ardently  preifed  her  to  let  him 
know  to  whom  he  owed  fuch  great  ob- 
li^atioiis*  '  Are  you  a  nun,  Madam?* 
Aid  he.    '  I  hope  you  are  not  {  for  it 

*  W9uld  affli^  me  infinitely  if  I  was 

*  never  to  fee  you  more,  after  leaving  a 

*  booTe  where  you  have  done  me  fo  ma- 
•^y  favours/—*  The  lady  for  whom 
^  yottXbught/  anfwered  (he,  *  will  make 
^  you  fooQ  forget  the  lofs  of  mej  and, 
'  thoogh  t  am  not  a  nun,  you  will  never 

*  fte  me  out  of  the  limits  of  thefe  walls/ 

*  How,  Madam  1*  faid  he,  <  was  you 

*  not  9Mt  of  them  when  you  found  me 

*  on  thegnmnd,  and  faved  my  life?' 

<  Yes,'  replied  (hej  <  I  was  returning 

*  from  a  y\6t  to  a  convent  in  the  town  i 
^  but  1  will  take  care  not  to  ftir  from 

*  beaca  while  you  are  at  BruiTels,  be- 

*  caufe  you  are  the  only  man  in  the 
^  world  1  would  avoid/ 

Thst  fpeecb  fo  furprize^  him,  that 
fm  (bose  time  he  was  not  able  to  make 
ber  any  anfwer.  At  laft  he  told  her, 
tbat  htfaAions  and  her  words  entirely 
disagreed,  and  that  he  could  not  think 
lUDfelf  fo  hateful  to  her  as  /he  faid, 
%hen  be  reflected  how  kindly  (he  hacT 
nJed  him.    - 

*  Tbtfe  riddles  (ball  ht  cleared  to 

*  you,'  anfwered  flie^  •  when  yo«  are 
«  -peffeAir  recovered  t  till  then^  content 

*  Yourielf  with  knowing  that  I  cannot 

*  nale  you,  but  am  as  much  determined 

*  to  avoid  you  as  if  I  ct>u  Id/ 

Tbua  ended  a  con  verfatton  which 
left  the  Count  \n  a  perplexity  not  to  bt 
ibicribcd. 

H»  iiiai  bee stftmote  for  a  few  days^ 


but  when  (be  beird  that  hit  (hrengtll 
was  quite  returned,  (he  came  to  him  ona 
morning,  and  fpoke  thus— « 
*  If  you  will  know  who  (he  it  that 

*  was  fo  affli£led  when  your  life  was  in 
'  danger}  that  nurfed  you  fo  carefully 

*  in  your  illi>efs}   ana  is  refolved  to 

*  quit  you  for  ever  when  you  are  wcll^ 

*  think  of  your  former  gallantries  at 
'  Madrid,  of  your  prefen;  padion  for  a 
'  miflrefs  that  defpifes  you,  and  your 

*  ingratitude  to  a  wife  that  always  loved 
'  you  J  think  of  all  this,  and  yoo  will 
*•  not  wonder  any  longer  ai  my  a£^ions  , 

*  or  my  words.     Yes,  Aguilar,  I  am 

*  that  wife,  whofe  fate  it  is  to  be  ac^ 

*  quair.ted  with  all   your  infidelities» 

*  and  to  fmart  for  all  your  follies !' 
As  (he  faid  this,  (he  lifted   up  her 

veil,  and  (hewed  the  a((oni(hed  Couot 
a  well  known  face,  which  he  little  ex* 
pe6^ed  to  have  feen  in  Flanders.  All 
the  pafltons  that  can  agitate  the  heart  of 
man,  (hame,  remocTe,  lc»ve,  gratitude, 
invaded  his  in  that  moment.  He  threw 
himfeif  at  Iter  feet,  and  with  many  tears 
implored  her  to  forgive  him. 

She  railed  him,  and  atTured  him  of 
her  pardon }  nay  more,  of  her  afTedioo. 

*  But  my  perion,*  faid  (he,  *  I  am  de* 
<  termined  (hall  be  ever  feparatcd  hotpT 

*  yoQu    I  have  had  too  many  proois  of 

*  your  inconftancy   to  hope,  that  rrf 

*  obligations  can  engage  you:  yoo  w:  ? 

*  never  be  faithful  to  ine  alone,  .^Idl 

*  difdain  to  (hare  you  with  anot^ir.  It 

*  is  happinefs  enough  for  me  iLT^bavt 
'  been   the  inftrument   o£   pj^ferving 

*  your  life,  though  you  .ifqued  it  for 

*  the  fake  of  another^woman ;  and  all 

*  the  return  I  afkof  you  is,  to  thinkof 
'  me  fumetimes  with  kindneft,  but  m- 

*  ver  to  attempt  to  f:e  me  moreP 
Aguilar  was  on  the  rack  to  hear  hef 

talk  m  fo  refolute  a  ftile)  but  he  flattered 
himfeif  it  was  owing  to  her  {ealoufy  of 
Madcmoifelle  J^aiinCoiirt*  Being  inpa* 
tientto  make  her  eafy  on  that  besd,  b^ 
difpatched  one  of  his  fervants  with  H 
letter  to  acauaint  that  lady  with  his  ft« 
covery.  He  begged  her  eameftly  td 
come  to  him  at  the  niamtrf\  and,  if 
po(rtbIe,  to  bring  her  lover  with  hcr» 
rolydore  bad  abfconded  a  few  dajs, 
till  he  heard  that  the  CoUnt  was  oat 
of  danger;  after  which  he  contiflued 
very  publijckly  hia  adiirellcs  to  Dalia- 
court. 

While  the  me(fi?nrer  was  briogiPg 
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cf  hit  Mrife  by  wbat  accident  (he  came 
into  Flanders.. 

*  Yon  know/  faid  (he,  *  that  after 

*  my  difcovery  of  jrour  amour  with  the 

*  Counters  Altamira,  I  retired  to  my 

*  mother**  houfe,  and  remained  there 
*'till  your  departure  for  the  army. 

*  Soon  afterwards  I  had  the  misfor- 
'  tune  to  lofe  my  mother^  and  whatpar- 

*  ticularly  aggravated  my  grief,  was 

*  the  knowlcdjre  that  her  concern  at 
'  your  ill  uf^ge  of  me  had  haftened  her 

<  death. 

*  Thefe  afflictions  made  Madrid  fo 

*  uneafy  to  me,  that  I  could  not  bear  to 

*  ftay  in  it  any  longer.  Luckily,  about 
«  that  time  I  received  a  letter  from  my 

*  coufin  Eugenia  Donna deMontalegre, 
'  a  religious  of  this  houfe,  to  inform 

<  me  of  her   being   elected  abbefs;  it 

*  tnftantfy  occurred  to  me  that  no  place 

*  could  be  more  proper  for  my  retreat 

*  than  a  monaftery,  of  which  (he  was 

*  the  head:  fo,  asfoon  as  I  could  fet- 

<  tie  my  affairs,  I  left  Spain,  and  put 

*  myfelt  into  a  penfion  under  the  go- 

<  vemmentofDonnaEugenia;  in  which 

*  manner  I  have  lived  ever  fince.' 

She  had  fearce  finilhed  this  account, 
when  they  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
•f  Polydore  and  Dalincourt.  Madame 
d*  AugiUr  changed  colour  at  the  (ight 
©f  her;  but  her  hu(band  embracing  Po- 
lydore,  aHured  him  that  he  no  longer 
looked  upon  him  as  a  rival,  but  was 
glad  to  reHen  his  mi^refs  to  a  friend  who 
To  well  deferved  her.  Then  he  related 
to  him  the  manner  in  which  his  wife  had 
tended  and  preferved  himj  and  expref- 
fed  fo  much  gratitude,  fo  much  love, 
that  if  any  thing  could  have  fliaken  her 
refolution,  this  would  certainly  have 
done  it.  Mademoifelle  Dalincourt  feem* 
ed  much  affected  at  this  relation,  and 
told  thecountefs  (he  was  infinitely  con- 
cerned that  (he  had  been  the  innocent 
caufe  of  her  hufband*s  dancer)  but  that 
'  file  hoped  this  accident  would  be  a  means 
of  making  them  happy  for  the  future, 
and  put  an  end  to  bis  infidelities,  and 
ber  refentment. 

*  My  happinefs  too,*  added  (he,  '  is 

*  now  at  ftakei  and  I  have  need  of  your 

*  friendfhip to  fupport  me in^  difcovery 

*  which  I  tremble  to  Begin,  but  which, 

*  in  juftice  to  my  honour,  I  am  obliged 

*  to  delay  no  longer."* 

At  thefe  Words  (he  knelt  down,  and 
taking  hold  of  Polydore*s  hand— <  Be- 
i  hold/  (aid  Ac,  <  my  dear  huibandi  in 


*  that  Dalincourt,  whom  you  have fwom 

*  to  love  eternally;  behold  your  wife 
'  Emilia,  .thatf  milia  whom  you  left  a 
'  bride  and  a  virgin  at  fixteen;  whom 
'  you   imagined  dead,  and  who  will 

*  not  live  a  moment  if  you  refufe  to  ac- 
'  knowledge  and  receive  her! 

'  You  cjnnot  now  complain  that  t 

*  am  a  wife  innpofed  upon  you:  you. 

*  chufe  me  freely  out  of  pure  inclina* 

*  tion;  our  parents  iiad  nothing  to  da 
'  in  it;  love  only  engaged  us;  and  from 
<  love  alone   I    dtfire  to  poffefs  you* 

*  This  is  my  claim;  and  if  you  are  wiU 

*  ling  to  allow   it,  I  am  blefifed  to  tb« 

*  height  of  all  my  wi(he8.* 
Polydore  gazed  on  her  with  a  filent 

admiration;  he  examined  every  feature 
over  and  over;  then  throwing  his  arms 
round  her  neck,  and  alinoft  ftifling  her 
with  kilFes-*-*  Are  you  reallv  Emilia?* 
cried  he;   *  and  have  I  coD(irmed  mf 

*  former  marriage  by  a  ftfw  choice,  by  a 

*  choice  which  1  never  will  depart  from^ 

*  and  which  makes  me  the  happieft  of 

*  men?    O  my  angel,  what  wonders  do 

*  you  tell  me!    How  is  it  poflible  that  I 

*  find  you  here  at  Bru({4fls,    when  I 

*  thought  you  in  your  grave?     Explain 

*  all  this  to  me;  and  let  me  know  how 
'  much  I  wronged  you  formerly,  that 

*  I  may  try  to  repair  it  ail  by  my  fu- 

*  ture  conduct.' 

Count  Aguiiar  and  his  lady  joining 
with  him  in  a  defire  to  know  her  hifto- 
ry,  (he  related  it  as  follows* 
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EMILIA. 

Y^U  may  remember > Polydore,  that 
"■■  as  foon  as  we  were  parted,  I  went 
to  live  in  the  country  with  my  father^ 
being  afhamed  to  appear  in  pubJick  afk> 
ter  the  a(Front  iQrour  capricious  avcr(ioii 
bad  put  upon  me. 

My  pride  was  deeply  wounded,  bur< 
with  fhame  I  own  it,  my  love  was  the 
pafiion  that  fuffered  mo(t.  I  was  bred 
Up  to  confider  you  as  my  huiband;  X 
had  learned  to  love  yon  from  a  child| 
and  your  perfon  wae  fo  wonderfully 
agreeable,  that  I  could  not  look  upon 
you  with  indifference.  Nay,  fuch  wa* 
my  partiality  in  your  favour,  that  I 
could  not  help  admiring  you  for  your 
fpirit  in  alFeiting  the  freedom  of  your 
choice;  and  juftified  you  in  my  heart  for 
a  procetding  which  openly  I  was  obliged 
F  10 
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to  difappfove.  In  this  wretched  ftate 
of  mind  I  leniained  fome  jreart,  till  the 
unfortunnte  event  of  the  civil  war  de- 
prived my  father  of  his  eftate,  and  drove 
him  out  to  feek  refuge  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try. We  fettled  at  Paris,  where,  with 
three  or  four  thoufana  pounds,  which 
we  found  means  to  carry  off,  part  in 
money,  and  the  reft  of  it  m  jewels,  we 
maintained  ourfeUes  well  enough  in  a 
private  way,  which  pleafed  my  melan- 
choly better  than  any  other.  In  this  1  e- 
treai,  where  we  faw  no  company,  hut 
two  or  three  French  women  that  lodged 
in  the  houfe  with  us,  I  amufed  myielf 
with  learning  the  French  tongue,  which 
I  had  fome  knowledge  of  before  I  came 
to  France }  and  by  fpeaking  nothing  elfe 
for  three  or  four  years,  I  became  fo  very 
perfi.S  in  it,  that  it  was  difficult  to  dif- 
cover  by  my  accent  that  I  was  not  bom 
at  Paris.  I  mention  this,  becaufe  it  has 
fmce  been  of  uie  10  me,  in  making  me 
paTs  more  eaiily  upon  you  for  the  French 
woman  I  peribnated.  The  third  year 
of  our  refidence  at  Paris,  my  father  be- 
came acquainted  with  a  widow-lady, 
the  true  Madame  Dalincourt,  whoiie 
name  has  fince  made  me  full  amends  for 
many  injuries  I  have  to  charge  her  with 
in  ihe  fequel  of  my  ttory.  This  woman 
was  a  native  of  Brabant,  but  married  a 
French  gentleman,  who  dying  voong, 
left  her  m  very  narrow  circumftances. 
She  had  a  fifter  ntuch  younger  than  her- 
felf,  but  not  fo  handfome,  who  had 
Jived  with  her  at  Paris. 

My  father  was  at  that  time  near  three- 
fcore,  and  the  widow  turned  of  forty  j 
yet  her  charms  were  ftil  1  powerful  enough 
to  engage  him  in  a  pailion  for  htr, 
which  nothing  but  dotage  could  excufe. 
It  went  fo  far,  that  (he  drew  him  in  to 
mmrry  her,  and  to  fettle' upon  her  three 
thousand  pounds,  leaving  me  no  more 
than  the  wortb'of  my  own  jewels,  which 
fcarce  amounted  to  a  thcnifand.  But 
hertvarice  was  not  fatisfied  with  all  this. 
There  was  a  French  nobleman  who  had 
long  courted  me  for  a  miltrefs,  and  not 
finding  me  fo  complying  as  he  wiihed, 
thought  the  beft  way  was  to  buy  me  of 
my  mother-in-lav<r,  whom  he  knew  to 
be  capable  of  fuch  a  bargain.  He  of- 
fered her  a  prefent  of  two  thoufand 
crowns  to  introduce  him  by  night  to  my 
apartment.  The  wicked  creature  ac- 
cepted of  his  bribei  and,  taking  herop- 
portunity  when  my  father  was  eone  in- 
to the  country,  brought  him  ute  one 


night  into  my  chamber,  where  (he  ima« 
eined  he  would  find  me  faf^  afleep.  But 
It  happened  tht^t  I  and  Made moi Telle  du 
Frefne,  the  fitter  of   Dalincouit,  had 
been  engaged  in  reading    a   romance, 
which  kept  us  up  beyond  our   ufual 
hour 5  and  as  her  room  was  on  the  ether 
fide  of  the  houfe,  not  to  ditiurb  the  fa- 
mily in  pafling. through,  (he  went  to  bed 
to  me.    The  romance  ran  fo  ftronglyin 
my  head,  that  I  could  not  deep  for  think- 
ing of  it ;  and,  perceiving  that  the  moon 
ihonc  very  brighily,  I  got  up,  flipped  on 
a  night  gown,  and  went  out  to  take  a 
walk  in  a  little  garden  that  lay  contigu- 
ous to  my  chamber.      1  had  not  been 
there  above  half  an  hour,  before  I  beard 
Du  Frefne  call  out  for  help;  and,  com- 
ing in  to  her  afliftance,  faw  my  lover 
(Iruggling  with  her  at  fuch  advantage, 
that  I  was  almoft  afraid  I  came  too  late. 
I  joined  my  cries  to  her's,  and  the  noife 
we  made  fo  alarmed  the  marquis,  that 
he  thought  it  bed  to  retire  as  foon  as 
poflihle;  efpecially  when  he  difcovcrtd 
his  miftake,  and  inat  my  infamous  mo- 
ther-in-law had  put  him  to  bed  to  her 
own  ugly  fiftcr  inftead  of  me. 

But,  to  be  revenged  of  her  for  what 
he  took  to  be  a  defign  of  impoflng  upon 
him,  h '  revealed  to  us  the  part  (he  nad 
in  this  affair;  and  bid  me  tell  her,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  enjoyment  of  Ma- 
demoifelle  Du  Frefne  worth  a  quarter 
of  the  money  he  had  given  her.     After 
making  this  confefTion,  he  went  off;  and 
was  hardly  got  fafe  out  of  the  honfe, 
when  two  or  ihiee  of  our  fervants  cams 
in  to  us,  to  know  what  was  the  matter. 
The  ftory  foon  reached  my  faiher^searij 
and  I  was  fo  angry  at  my  ftep-mother 
for  her  inncntion  againft  my  honooft 
that  in  the  heat  of  my  paflion  I  told  bun 
all  that  the  marquis  had  revealed;  afld 
Du  Frefne  cbnfirmed  it;  which  impru- 
dence we  had  both  reafon  to  repent  of. 
My  father  was  fo  (hocked  and  afli^^ 
at  it,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  fever 
which  proved  mortal.  He  vras  no  fooner 
dead,  but  his  loving  widow  turned  her 
iifter  and  me  out  of  doors,  and  it  wai 
with  great  difficulty  th«  I  carried  off 
my  money  ancii  neceffary  apparel.    Ij 
this  diftreis,  which  was  the  sreateft  I 
ever  knew,  Du  Frefne  propoied  to  me 
to  go  with  her  to  Bruffels,  ^^*^J^ 
had  an  old  aunt  whom  fhe  expCcUd 
fomething  from,  and  that  would  hc^' 
,ling  to  receive  us.  I  gladly  acxepted  bee 
propoiali  my  fptrit  b^g  too  kiff^  V>  t^' 
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turn  to  England  in  the  condition  I  was 
reduced  to.  When  we  came  to  BruiTels, 
"we  found  that  her  aunt  was  dead,  but 
had  left  her  the  bell  part  of  what  (he 
had,  which  amounted  to  a  reafonable 
fubfiftence.  We  agretd  that  I  (hould 
board  with  her  under  the  name  of  Ma- 
demoifelle  Dalincourt,  and  pretend  I 
was  a  relation  of  her  former  brother- in- 
]aw$  (he  npt  caring  to  fay  any  thing  of 
the  iaft  alliance,  which  had  been  attend- 
ed with  fuchillconfequencestous  both. 
Upon  this  foot  I  lived  with  her  very 
quietly,  till  the  Count  d'  Aguilar  found 
me  out}  and,  by  corrupting  my  merce- 
nary friend,  obtained  more  frequent 
accefs  to  me  than  I  defired. 

You  remember  the  diforder  I  was  in 
when  he  brought  you  firft  to  fee  me:  I 
knew  you  inftantly;  for  ray  love  had 
traced  your  image  too  ftrongly  in  my 
mind  to  be  effaced  by  any  length  of 
time;  whereas  your  indifference  quickly 
made  you  lofe  all  memory  of  me,  and 
the  alteration  of  almoft  fifteen  years  had 
changed  my  perfon  entirely  from  what 
it  was  when  you  faw  me  la(t.  I  thought 
I  ihould  have  died  with  the  furprizej 
and  was  going,  as  foon  as  I  could  fpeak, 
to  difcover  myftlf  to  you;  but  perceiv- 
ing that  you  did  not  remember  me,  I 
checked  myfelf,  and  invented  a  pretence 
to  covermy  confufion.  It  ftruck  me, 
that  I  might  pofKbly  make  fome  advan- 
tage of  the  difguife  in  which  you  faw 
mej  atleaft,  I  was  fure  of  the  fatisfac- 
ti .n  of  converfin^.with  you  freely,  and 
knowing  what  bad  happened  to  you  fince 
our  parting.  When  you  came  to  roe 
again  as  the  confidant  of  the  Count 
d* Aguilar,  it  was  no  fmall  revenge  and 
pleafure  to  me,  to  fee  you  ignorantly 
,  belpin£[  another  man  to  debauch  your 
own  wife)  and  I  could  have  found  in 
my  heart  to  have  let  you  facceed  in  your 
friendly  mediation,  as  a  puniihment  for 
the  injuries  you  had  done  me :  but  my 
virtue  foon  rejected  that  temptation,  and 
I  thought  of  nothing  but  how  to  gain 
yourefteem* 

When  you  brought  me  the  bafe  pro- 
pofal  of  Count  A^ilar,  it  appeared  to 
ine  fucb  a  mark  of  your  contempt,  that 
I  fully  refolved  not  to  fee  you  any  nu>rt* 
But  when  you  exprefled  a  repentance  of 
that  fault,  and  declared  t  refpe6lful 
paffioD  for  me,  even  to  the  offering  me 
ittuuriagej  I  yielded  to  the  dt^tes  of 


my  love,  and  admitted  you  to  all  free* 
doms  but  one;-  that  I  told  you  your 
future  condu6l  might  obtain ;  and  I  be* 
lieve  (faid  (he  bluming)  you  will  hard- 
ly now  ha\ce  the  fame  reluctance  to  ac- 
cept it  as  you  had  formerly.  But  though 
I  had  thus  engaged  you  by  your  pro- 
mife,  and  dill  more  by  your  inclination, 
my  happinefs  was  far  from  being  fixed. 
While  the  name  of  £mil  ia  was  conceal  - 
ed,  I  could  not  tell  how  the  knowledge  . 
of  it  might  affeCl  you.  It  was  dill  m 
your  power  to  make  me  miferable,  by 
being  angry  with  my  innocent  deceit  ^ 
but  hnce  you  have  been  fo  good  to  ap- 
prove it,  and  acknowledge  me  for  your 
wife,  I  fhall  make  it  my  whole  iludy 
and  ambition  to  deferve  that  title,  and 
nevtrthink  of  my  paft  misfortunes,  but 
to  enhance  my  prefent  happinefs. 

Thus  Emilia  ended  her  narration^  and 
received  the  compliments  of  Count  A- 
guilar  and  his  ladv,  who  both  expreffed 
the  higheft  joy  at  tier  good  fortune. 

Polydore,  on  his  fide,  endeavoured' 
to  perfuade  the  countefs  to  follow  the 
example  of  Emilia,  and  be  recon- 
ciled to  her  hu(band.  She  anfwered 
him  coldly,  That  (be  had  too  much  ex- 
perience of  the  temper  of  the  count  to 
truft  to  a  fudden  (it  of  fondnefs,  which 
would  wear  itielf  out  in  a  few  months* 
That  (he  was  neither  fo  young,  nor  fo 
handfome  now,  as  before  their  repara- 
tion; how  then  could  (he  flatter  herfelf» 
that  he  would  like  her  better  when  (he 
was  really  leis  amiable;  that  what  (ho 
had  done  for  him  might  fecure  her  hit 
efleem,  but  (he  had  received  abundant 
proof  that  his  efteem  could  but  ill  (ecure 
his  love.     '  I  know,*  faid  (he,  *  the 

*  weaknefsof  my  heart:  were  I  to  live 

*  with  him  again,  I  (hould  be  jealous  of 

<  him,  even  though  he  did  not  give  me 

<  caufe;  and  that  would  certainly  make 

*  us  both  unhappv.     It  is  better  for  me 
^  to  leave  him  to  his  pleafures,  and  en* 

*  deavour  to  fecure  my  own  tranquillity, 

*  by  retiring  from  a  world  which  1  aai 

*  unfit  for.' 

Polydore  finding  it  in  vain  to  argue 
with  her,  and  admiring  thegreatoefs  of  . 
her  mind,  took  his  leave  of  the  county 
and  returned  to  Bfuffelt,  where  his 
marriage  with  Emilia  was  confummaied 
ahhoft  i<wentj  years  after  it  was  con* 
trmaedl 
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I  Went  yeftcrday  with  one  of  my  ac» 
quaictance  to  fte  a  friend  of  his  who 
lias  a  houfe  about  twenty  miles  from 
London.  He  had  formerly  been  a  citi- 
2cn  and  tradefman,  but  growing  rich  on 
a  fuddcn  by  fome  lucky  hit  in  the  more 
profitable  trade  of  rtock-jobbing,  he  as 
faddenly  fet  up  for  a  ju.lge  in  architec- 
ture, painting,  and  all  the  arts  which 
men  of  quality  would  be  thought  to  un- 
derftan^,  and  built  this  houfe  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  his  learning.  When  we  came 
ill,  though  it  was  in  the  midft  of  winter, 
vre  were  carried  into  a  room  without  a 
fire-placej  and  which  boked,  if  poffible, 
ftill  colder  than  it  felt,  «  I  fuppofe,' 
faid  I,  f'  thU  Jhne  vault  that  we  are  in 

*  is  defigned  to  be  tbf  huryingplace  of 

*  the  family:  buti  (hould  be  glad  to  fee 
«  the  rooms  in  which  they  /io;/,  for  the 
«  chilnefisof  thcfe  walls  is  inlupportablc 

*  to  a  Perfian  conftitution.' 

« I  fee,*  faid  my  companion,*  that  you 

*  have  no  tape,  or  elfe  you  could  not  be 
f  cold  in  a  fcUoon  fo  beautifulzs  this.' 

Before  I  had  time  to  make  him  any 
anfwer,  the  maftei*  of  the  houfe  came  in  j 
but,  inftcad  of  carrying  us  to  a  firfc,  as  I 
hoped  he  would,  he  walked  us  al>out  all 
his  va(t  apartments,  then  down  into  the 

.  ofHceft  under  ground,  and  lait  into  a 
garden,  whfre  a  north-eaft  wind,  that 
blew  very  keen  from  o^z  heath  to  which 
it  was  laid  open,  finifhcd  what  they2j- 
loon  had  begun,  and  gave  me  a  cold, 
which  took  away  my  voice  in  the  very 
inftant  that  I  was  going  to  complain  of 
v^hat  he  made  me  i  offer.  At  length  wc 
ended  ourobiervations,  and  fat  down  to 
dinner  in  a  room  when-,  by  good  for- 
tune, the  rules  of  architefture  allowed 
lit  to  be  warm:  but  when  the  meat  was 
ferved,  I  was  in  great  cot)fufion  not  to 

'  know  how  to  afk  for  any  di(h  of  all  I 
faw  before  me;  for  it  feems  the  gentle- 
man ate  in  the  French  <waj,  and  nothing 
came  yp  to  his  table  in  it*s  natural  forms 
my  uneafirtefs  was  ftill  greater  when» 
upon  tafting  five  or  ^jt  different  compo- 
iitions,  I  £und  they  were  all  mixed 
with  the  fleik  of  larded  hoe;  which  I 
ID^ld  not  touch  without  pollution. 
After  lofio^  my  dinner  in  this  man* 


ne^  I  was  entertained  all  the  evening^ 
with  a  converfation  between  the  gentle- 
man of  the  houfe  and  another  man,  (who 
they  told  me  was  an  architeft)  fo  ftuflRBd 
with  hard  words  and  terms  of  arr^  that 
I  could  not  underftand  one  part  in  fivf 
of  it.  They  talked  much  of  certaio  mea 
called  inrtuofi^  whom,  by  the  near  rela- 
tion their  title  bore  to  njprtue^  I  took  at 
firft  to  be  A  feit  of  rigid  moralijfs:  but, 
upon  enquiry,  I  difcovercd  that  they  were 
a  company  of  fiddlers,  iunucbst  painters, 
builders t  gardeners ^  and,  above  all,  gen- 
tlemen that  had  travelled  into  Itafy,  who 
immediately  came  home perfe6k  virtmq^ 
though  they  went  o^^tbe  dullejf fello-ws 
in  the  world.  This  order  of  men,  which 
is  pretty  numerouib  (as  I  could  colled 
from  the  difcourfe  of  thefe  t<wo  adepts) 
aflTume  a  CorUif  legijlative  authority  oTer 
the  body  of  tneir  countrymen;  they  bid 
one  man  pu|l  down  his  houfe,  and  build 
another,  which  he  c^n  neither  pay  for 
nor  inhabit;  they  take  .^i  diflike  to  th« 
furnitureofafeconrl,  and  command  him 
to  change  it  for  a  diflferent  one  more  ex., 
pen  five  and  lefs  commodiousi  they  or- 
der  a  third  to  go  and  languiih  at  an  ope* 
ra,  when  he  had  rather  be  hallooing  in 
a  bear-garden:  it  is  even  feared  they 
will  take  upon  them  to  decide  whatfoit 
of  woman  every  man  Ihall  be  in  love 
nvitbf  and  prcfcribe  a  particular  colour 
of  eyes  and  hair  for  the  only  objed  of 
utiiverfal  inclination  * 

I  dc fired  to  be  informed  whether  tHs 
jurifdiSion  had  been  ancient  in  this  king- 
dom, having  met  with  oo  traces  of  it  m 
hillory. 

*  No,'  faid  he,  *  it  W  Co  modem,  that 

*  all  the  laws  of  it  are  changed  once  ia 

*  every  ftven  years;  and  that  which  be- 
f  fore  was  the  only  thing  rfght,  becomef 
'  at  once  a  high  arimi  and  mijdemea* 

*  nour. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  kind  of  epidimical  madnefs^  and  I 
am  afraid  to  return  to  my  own  country, 
for  fear  I  (hould  carry  it  with  me  thi- 
ther, as  thofe  who  have  been  in  Italy 
bring  the  infe^on  alQOg  with  them  inr 
to  England. 
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LETTER    XXXIII. 


SELIM.   TO  MHtZA  AT  ISFAHAN. 


THE  RE  IS  a  lady's  houfe  w^cre  I 
often  pafs  roy  lime,  though  I  have 
very  little  intimacy  with  her,  bccaufe  it  ' 
is  really  being  in  a  publick  place,  and 
making  a  vifit  to  half  the  town.  The 
ftrft  timel  went  thither,  I  congratulated 
her  on  the  prodigious  number  of  her 
friends;  and  told  her  that  (he  muft  cer- 
tainly be  poflcflcd  of  moft  extraordinary 
perfe6lion8  to  attra6l  fuch  a  variety  of 

r:ople,  and  pleafe  tbem  all  alike.  But 
foon  foundihat,  in  all  that  crowd  of 
viHtams,  there  was  hardly  6ne  who  came 
thither  on  her  account^  but  that  their 
reafon  for  coming  was  the  fame  as  her^s 
for  receiving  them,  becaufe  they  had 
nothing  elfe  to  do. 

.  The  laft  time  I  was  there,  I  met  a 
gentleman,  whofe  character  I  was  ftill 
a  ftranger  to,  though  I  was  very  well 
acquainted  with  hit  face. 

*  I  want  to  know,*  faid  I  to  a  lady 
who  fat  next  me,  '  what  is  the  merit  of 

*  that  gentleman  over-againft  us,  which 
'  recommends  him  fomuch  to  all  the 

*  world?  It  feems  to  me  that  he  does 
'  nothing,  fays  nothing,  means  nothing, 

*  and  is  nothing;  yet  I  always  fee  him 
'  in  good  company!* 

*  His  character,*  faid  (he,  *  may  be 

*  comprehended  in  very  few  words;  he 

*  \%^  good- Matured  man,'* 

*  I  am  miehty  gla4  to  hear  it,'*  re- 
turned I;    '"for  I  want  fuch  a  man  very 

*  much :  there  is  a  friend  of  mine  in 

*  great  difhrefs,  and  it  lies  in  his  power 
^  to  do  him  fervice.* 

*  No,^  faid  die,  *  he  is  of  too  indo- 
.«  lent  a  temper  to  give  himfelf  the  trou- 
^  ble  of  fervine  any  body,' 

*  Then  what  fignifies  his  ^00^. ^la/ifr^^* 
anfweredl;  *  or,  how  do  you  know 
«  tbat,hCj^tf/a»y?' 


rtoM  Loi«»eir« 

During  this  dialogue  between  us,  the 
reft  of  the  company  had  turned  their  dif- 
courfe  wholly  upon  fcandal;  and  few 
reputations  were  fpared  by  them,  that 
were  good  enough  to  be  thought  ivortk 
attacking, 

Tht  good-natured  mzn  fat  iitently  at« 
tentive,  and  with  great  humanity  let 
them  abufe  his  abfent  friends  as  much 
as  they  thought  Ht. 

^  When  that  was  over,  he  began  to  en- 
tertain us  with  his  forrow  for  the  death 
of  a  noble  perfon,  who,  he  faid,  had 
been  bis  patron  and  bcnefa6lor:  but» 
methought,  he  talked  of  it  mightily  at 
bis  eafe\  and  the  lady  who  had  given 
him  his  character,  whifpered  me,  that 
notwithftanding  -  bis  obligations  i^nd 
love  to  the  deceafed^  he  was  now  making 
court  to  bis  worft  enemy,  as  obfequi- 
oudy  as  he  ever  had  to  bim. 

At  that  inftant  there  came  in  a  certain 
colonel,  who,  as  foon  as  he  faw  my 
gentleman,  ran  up  to  him;  ahd,  em- 
bracing him  very  tenderly—*  My  dear 

*  Jack,*  faid  he,  <  thou  (halt  be  drunk 

*  with  me  to-night!* 

'  You  know  I  have  been  ill,'  faid  the 
other  gently  5   <  and  drinking  does  not 

*  agree  with  me.* 

•  No  matter  for  that,*  replied  the  co- 
lonel ;    <  you  muft  pofitiveiy  be  drunk 

*  before  you  (leep,  for  I  am  difappoint- 

*  ed  of  my  company,  and  will  not  be 

*  reduced  either  to  drink  by  myfelf,  or 

*  to  go  to  bed  fober,* 

Tit  good-natured Ttton  could  nof  reiift 
fuch  obliging  felicitations:  he  kindly 
agreed  to  the  propofal;  and  all  the  room 
expre(red  their  apprehenilons,  that  his 
good-nature  vrould  be  the  death  of  bioi 
fome  time  or  other. 


LETTER    XXXIV. 


8BLIM»  TO  MIRBA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


IHad  laft  si^fkit  fo  extraordinary  a 
dream»  and  it  made  fuch  an  impref^ 
|K>n  on  mj  oHiid,  that  I  cannot  forbeir 
mtiof  theean  a^optt  9f  it^ 


rioic  lonoo'n. 

I  tRbught  I  was  transported,  on  If 
fodden,  to  the  palace  of  Kpahan.  Our 
inigfaty  lord  was  fitting  on  a  throne,  the- 
ffleiuiQr  of  wliicl^  meyet  coaidiurdly 
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bear:  at  the  foot  of  it  were  his  emird, 
and  great  officers,  all  proftrate  on  the 

? [round  in  adorat!oriS,and<xpe6)ing  their 
ate  from  hit  commands.  Around  him 
fiood  a  multitude  of  his  guards,  ready 
to  execute  any  orders  he  (hould  gite,^ 
and  ftriking  terror  into  the  hearts  of  ail 
bis  fubje^ls.  My  foul  was  awed  with 
the  majefty  of  the  fcene;  and  I  (aid  to 
myfelf— *  Can  a  king  of  England  com- 
^  pare  himfelf  to  this?  Can  he  whofe 
'  authority  is  confined  within  the  nar- 

*  row  bounds  of  law,  pretend  to  an 

•  equality  with  a  monarch  whofe  power 
'  has  no  limits  but  his  wil!?*  v 

1 1  had  fcarce  made  this  refleflion, 
when,  turning  my  eyes  a  fecond  time  to- 
wards the  throne,  inftead  of  tht/opbi,  I 
faw  an  eunuch  Tea  ted  there,  who  feemed 
to  goTem  more  defpotically  than  he. 
The  eunuch  was  foon  changed  into  a 
woman,  who  alfo  took  the/ior^and  the 
fword|  to  her  fucceeded  another,  and 
then  a  third:  but  before  (he  was  well 
•ftablilhed  io  her  feat,  the  captain  of 


the  guards  that  ftood  around  us  marclie«f 
up  to  the  throne,  and  feized  upon  it. 
In  that  moment  I  looked,  and  beheld 
the  fopbi  lying  (Vrangled  on  the  floor 
with  hisa;/xir,  and  three  of  hisyW/ajv^J-. 
Struck  with  horror  at  the  fpefVacle,  I 
left  the  palace;  and,  going  out  into  the 
city,  faw  it  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  the 
foidiers,  who  pillaged  all  it*s  richea* 
and  cut  the  throats  of  the  defencelers 
inhabitants.  From  thence  I  made  my 
efcape  into  the  country,  which  was  a 
wafte,  uncultivated  defart,  where  I 
found  nothing  but  idlenefs  and  want. 
*  O,"  faid  I,  *  how  much  happier  is 

*  England,  and  how  much  greater  are 

*  it*s  kingsl  Their  throne  is  eUabliibed 

*  uponjultice,  and  therefore  cannot  be 

*  overturned.   They  are  guarded  bv  the 

*  afFe6lions  of  their  people,  and  hare 

*  no  military  violence  to  fear.     They 

*  are  the  mod  to  be  honoured  of  all 
<  princes,  becaufe  their  government  is 

*  beft  framed  to  make  their  fubjcfis 

*  rich,  happy,  and  fafe*^ 


LETTER    XXXV. 


SELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


raOM  tOHDOK. 


I  Mad  Tome  difcourfe  to-day  with  an 
Englifh  gentleman,  who  has  an  af- 
fe6^atton  of  being  thought  a  great  phi- 
bfopbers  his  preteniions  to  it  confift  in 
nothing  elfe  but  refining  away  all  the 
happinefsof  his  life.  By  a  great  force 
of  reafoning,  he  is  arrived  at  a  total  dif- 
relijh  o^  himfelf ,  and  ascompleat  an  in- 
difference  to  others,     '  I  am  quire  wea- 

*  ry  of  living,^  faid  he  to  me.     *  I  have 

*  gone  through  every  thing  that  bears 

*  the  name  of  pleafure,  and  am  abfo- 
'  lutely  difgufted  with  it  all.  I  have 
'  no  tafte  for  the  common  amufements 
'  of  wine,  women,  or  play,  becaufe  I 
<  have  experienced  the  folly  of  purfuing 

*  themf  and  as  for  bufinefs,  it  appears 


<  to  me  to  be  more  ridiculous  than  an^ 

*  of  the  three.     The  buftle  of  the  town 

*  difturbs  my  quiet,  and  in  the  country- 

*  I  am  dying  of  the  fpleen.  I  believe  I 
'  fhall  go  with  you  into  Perfia,  only 

*  to  change  the  fcene  a  little^  and  when 

<  I    am  tired   of  being  there,  take  a 

<  dofe  of  opiums  and  remove  to  the  other 

<  woild.' 

I  hope,  Mirza,  that  thou  and  I  fluU 
never  know  what  it  is  to  ht  fo  iv'tfe^ 
but  make  the  beft  of  thofe  comforts  and 
delights  which  nature  has  kindly  be- 
ftowed  upon  us,  and  endeavour  to  dif* 
fufe  them  as  wide  as  poflible,  by  the 
practice  of  thofe  virtues  from  which 
they  flow. 


LETTER    XXXVL 


SELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


THERE  IS  another  zentleman  of 
my  acquaintance,  who  is  a  pbiio' 
ftpker,  but  of  a  fpecies  ver^  different 
from  him  I  defcribed  to  tbeemiDy  laft« 


FROM  lONAOK* 


He  is  polfelFed  of  a  confiderable  eftate, 
which  his  friends  are  as  much  maftersof 
as  bet  his  children  love  him  out  of  % 
principle  of^m/i/M&i  by  far  more  en. 
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dealing  than  that  of  dm^i  and  hit  fer- 
¥ants  coiifidcr  him  as  z,  father^  whom  it 
would  be  unnatural  for  t  hero  not  to  obey. 

Hit  tenants  are  never  hurt  by  drought 
«r  rain,  becaufe  the  goodneft  of  their 
lord  makes  amends  for  the  inclemency 
of  the  iky. 

The  whole  country  lookt  gey  about 
his  dwelliogy  and  you  may  trace  all  his 
footftept  by  his  bounties. 

*  Is  it  notftrange^*  I  have  often  heard 
him  fay,  '  that  men  (hould  be  fo  deli- 

*  cate  as  not  to  bear  a  difagreeahk  fic^ 

*  tun  in  their  houfes,  and  yet  force 
«  every  face  they  fee  about  them  to  wear 
<  a  c/ouii  of   uneafinefs  and   difcon- 

*  tent? 

*  Is  there  any  objeA  fo  pleafing  to 
'  the  eye,  a^  the  fight  of  a  man  whom 
'  you  have  obli^d?  or  any  madck  fo 

*  agreeable  to  the  ear,  at  the  voice  of 

*  one  that  owns  you  for  his  benefa^lorT 
He  has  alfo  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion  $ 

which  it  fofar  from  calling  a  gloom  over 


his  mind,  that  it  is  to  tbat  chiefly  ht 
owes  his  conftant  ferenity.     '  Were 

*  there  no  reward,*  fa  id  he  to  me  in  our 
laft  converfation,  *  for  virtue  after  this 

*  life,  a  wife  man  would  praflife  it  for 
'  it*t  own  beauty  and  reafonableneft 

*  bire^  yet  the  wifeft  man,  in  tbat  cafe, 

*  might  be  unhappy  from  the  perverfity 

*  of  accidentt!  but  he  who  adds  to  the 

*  pUafures  of  virtue  the  bopes  of  relh 

*  gion,  has  no  excufe  for  (inking  under' 

*  any  mitfortune;   and,    without  the 

*  extravagance  of  philofophical  pride, 

*  may  always  find  a  refource  in  hie 
'  mind,  as  much  fuperior  to  all  human 

*  events,  as  the  infinite  extent  of  eter* 
'  nity  is^  beyond  the  ihort  bounds  of 
'  human  duration/ 

Such  are  the  notions  of  this  man  con- 
cerning bappinifi^  and  it  is  probable 
they  arc  not  very  lurongf  for  he  himfelf 
is  ntiCTOut  ofbumour,  nor  is  it  poffiblt 
to  be  fo  in  bis  company*^ 


LETTER    XXXVir. 


8ELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


I  Went  laft  night  with  my  friend  to 
fee  a  lady  whofe  houfe  is  the  fa- 
vourite refort  of  the  moft  agreeable  peo- 
ple of  both  fexes.  The  lady  herfelf 
received  roe  with  a  good  breeding,  wrhich 
1  found  was  the  refult  of  good  fenfe: 
ihe  treated  me  as  a  flranger  that  came 
tefee^  not  like  a  tmnfier  that  came  to 
be  feew\  and  feemed  more  defirous  to 
appear  in  a  good  light  herfelf  <o  me, 
though  a  Perfian,  than  to  fct  me  in  a 
ridiculous  one  to  her  cempany.  The 
conrerfation  turned  upon  various  fub- 
je6lt,  in  ail  which  flie  bore  a  conHdera- 
ble,  but  not  a  petulant  or  over- bearing 
part;  and  with  modefty  (hewed  herfelf 
a  miftrefsof  moft  of  theliving  languages, 
and  not  unacquainted  with  ancient  and 
modern  hiitory. 

The  reft  of  the  company  had  their  due 
fliare  of  the  converfation,  which  was 
carried  on  with  fpirit  and  good  manners. 
One  gentleman  in  particular  diftingui(h- 
ed  himfelf  by  the  fuperiority  ot  his  wit, 
accompanied  with  fuch  delicacy  and 
ptlittnefs,  that  none  who  heard  him  felt 


FROM  Lei«DOM« 

themfclves  hurt  by  that  preemmenc* 
which  he  alone  feemed  not  to  be  con* 
fcious  of. 

His  wit  was  all  founded  on  good 
fenfe;  it  was  wit  which  a  Perfian  could 
comprehend  as  eafily  as  an  Enghfhmanf 
whereas  moft  that  I  have  met  with  from 
other  men,  who  are  ambitious  of  being 
admired  for  that  accomplifhment,  ie 
confined  not  only  to  the  tafte  of  thei|r 
own  countrymen,  but  to  that  of  their 
own  peculiar  fet  of  friends.  When  this 
gentleman  had  entertained  us  for  an 
hour  or  two,  with  the  jufteft,  as  well 
at  livelieft  remarks,  both  on  perfont 
and  things,  that  I  ever  hear^,  he  went 
away}  and,  to  comfort  us  for  lofmg 
him,  there  came  in  tbe  man  of  great 
good- nature t  whom  I  defcribed  to  thee 
in  one  of  my  former  letters. 

This  courteous  per/on  hearing  all  of 
us  very  warm  in  praifc  of  the  otber*s 
wit,  joined  in  with  us,  but  ended  hit 
pane^yrick  with  a  plain,  though  indi- 
rect mflnuation,  that  there  was  a  fati' 
ricalturn  in  it,  which  rendered  it  Very 


*  Thii  it  evidently  tbe  portrait  ef  our  noble  author*!  fathers 
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iangerouSf  and  that  the  gentleman  could 
not  pofliMy  be  To  witty  but  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  good -nature. 

I  could  not  help  beingr  quite  sng^j^  at 
fo  impm^nent  and  ill -grounded  a  re- 
flection, on  a  man  for  whom  I  bad  con- 
ceived a  great  efteem,  and  deiired  to 
know  why  he  fuppofed  him  to  be  ilU 
natured^  only  becaufe  he  was  not  dull, 

*  Has  he  abofcd,'  faid  I,  •  apy  wonhy 
'  man  ?  has  he  defamed  any  woman  of 

•  good  charafter?  If  all  the  edge  of  his 
^  wit  is  turned  on  thofc  whoare  juftly. 

•  the  obje6ls  of  ridicule,  his  wit  is  as 
'  great  a  benefit  to  private  li/gf  as  the 

*  iMforil  of  the  magillrate  is  to  the  pub- 

My  gentleman,  fearing  to  be  drawn 
into  a  difpute  which  he  could  not  carry 
on  without  expofing  the  fecret  envy  of 
his  heart,  chan^d  the  difcourfe;  and 
for  the  reft  of  his  ftay  among  us,  which 
was  not  very  long,  kept  a  moft  (kriR 
(ilence,  and  gave  no  other  indications 
Qf  life,  but  that  of  laughing  whenever 
^  any  body  laughed,  and  nods  and  gef. 
^  tures  of  approbation  to  whoever  fpoke. 

The  moment  he  was  gone,  I  told  my 
friend  that  I  did  not  much  wonder  to 
lee  that  gentleman  in  mixed  company^ 
where  it  was  enough  that  he  gave  no  of- 
fence; but  that,  in  a  C€it&.  fociety  as 
this  was,  he  fliould  be  received  only 
from  a  general  notion  of  his  good-na^ 
turtf  which  was  fupported  by  no  one 
a^ion  of  his  life,  feemed  to  me  entire. 
]y  unaccountable.  For,  even  allow- 
ing his  pretenfions  to  that  tifle,  I  was 
furprized  thatfuch  a  chaia£ler  (hould 
be  iofcarcef  as  to  make  it  fo  very  va- 
litable. 

*  I  can  eafily  conceive,*  continued  I, 

•  that  the  notorious  reverfc  of  that  vir- 
'  tue  would  be  a  good  reafon  to  turn  a 

*  man  9Ut  of  compafy^  but  I  cannot 

•  think  that  the  pofftflioij  of  that  virtue, 

•  deiiitute  of  all  oihtrs,  is  a  reafon  fc  - 

•  iitting  bim  into  it.* 

*  If  you  will  keep  mv  fccrct,*  replied 
my  friend,  '  I  will  tell  you  the  whole 
'  truth)  but  if  you  diicoverme,  I  (hall 

*  pafs  for  ill-natured  myfelf.      You 

*  muft  know  then,  that  there  are  about 

*  this  town  tea  tboufand  fuch  fellows 


*  as  this,  who,  without  a  grain  of  fenli 

*  or  merit,  make  their  way  by  recipro- 

*  cally    complimenting    one   another. 
«  Their  numbers  make  them  formida- 

*  ble,  efpecially  fupported,  as  they  art, 
«  by  the  fair-fo.     They  foeak  into 

*  good  company,  like  dogs^  after  rom« 
'  man  of  fen(e,  whom  they  feem  to  be- 

*  long  to;  where  they  neither  hark  nor 

*  A/Vr,  but  cringe  And  fawn  i  fotbit . 

*  neither  good  manners  nor  humanitr 

*  will  allow  one  to  kick  them  out,  tin 

*  at  laft  they  acquire  a  fort  of  right  by 

*  fttff trance.     They  preferve  their chs- 

*  raster  by  having  no  will  of  their  own, 

*  which  in  reality  is  owing  to  their  bav« 
^  ing  no  ditiinjguiihing  judgment:  tbef 

/  are  all  poflefied  of  fome  degree  d 
'  cunning;  and  their  paffions  are  too 

*  low  and  dull  to  break  in  upon  it,  or 
^  hurry  them  into  the  indifcretions  of 

*  men  of  parts.  Befides,  they  4cnow 
'  that  they  are  in  a  conftant  ftate  of 

*  probation,  where  the  leaft  tranfgitf- 
'  (ion  damns  them:  they  cairy  no  com- 
'  penfation  about  them;  for  aQrot 
'  faults  will  not  be  bomt,  where  theit 

*  are  at  beft  but  negati*ue  virtues.  The 
'  fmall  number  of  people  of  fenfe  ire 

*  foiced  to  fubmit  in  this,  as  in  roioy 

*  other  filly  cuftoms,  to  a  tyranDtcsl 
'  majority,  and  laviili  undeiervedly  tbc 
<  valuable  character  of  ^ood-nature,  to 
'  avoid  be  ng  as  unjuftly  branded  with 

*  that  of  ill-nature  themfelves." 

•  Might  not  another  reafon  be  given 

*  for  it  V  anfwered  1.    *  Are  not  vemtf 

*  zi\6  ftif-lo*ue  the  great  caufes  of  not 

*  only  the  toleration,  but  the  privilegei 

*  thefc  people  enjoy?  aud  does  not  fe- 

*  curi^from  ceniure,  certainty  ofsp- 

*  pl.nilT,  or  the  difcovery  of  an  eminent 

*  fa*  erioriiy,  prevail  with  thoie  of  the 

*  belt  parts  to  really  like,  what  they 
•only  pretend  to  fuflfer,  the  convcria^ 

*  tion  of  thofe  of  the  worft?'— '  Very 
«  poffibly.' replied  my  friend:  <atleaft. 

*  the  <vamty  of  the  wifeft  is  certainly  the 

*  comfort  of  the  weakcft,  and  feemi  ts 

*  be  given  as  an  allay  to  fuperior  an* 
'  derSandings,   like  cares  to  ibperior 

*  fUtions,  to  preferve  a  certain  degree 

*  of  equality  that  ProTidcnce  inlawed 

*  among  mankind.* 


LBTTER 
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LETTER   XXXVm. 

SBUMy   TO  IflRZA  AT  ISFABAff^ 


7»01i  LOK»Oir« 


I  Had  yefterday  tYie  pl^fure  of  a  fpec. 
tacle,  than  which  nothing  fis  more 
Ibiking  to  a  foreigner,  becaufe  he  can 
Jiave  a  rieht  idea  of  it  no  where  elfe  s  1 
iaw  the  three  eftates  of  the  kingdom  af- 
lembledin  parlTament.  The  king  was 
•n  his  throne  in  all  hit  majefty  ^  aronnd 
him  ht  the  peers  in  their  difeent  robes; 
at  the  bar  flood  the  fpeaker  of  the  com* 
sionSy  attended  by  theliotire.  Accuf- 
lomed  as  I  am  to  the  Aiblime  court  of 
•ur  great  emperor,  I  beheld  this  fcene 
With  much  more  reverence^  but  it  was 
feverence  mixed  with  love.  Now,  and 
ftever  till  now,  did  I  fee  a  true  image  of 
dfuU  gonHmmmtt  the  fupport  and  per- 
fcAion  of  human  fociety«  A  tyrant^s 
court  is  no  more  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  this  aflembly,  than  a  lion^s  den 
with  a  temple.  Here  fuch  laws  as,  af- 
ter mature  and  free  deliberation,  have 
•btained  the  concurrence  of  the  nobUf 
and  (mmOMSf  rccdvt  the  rtyai  ajhrt'. 


nor  can  any  bind  the  people,  which  have 
liof  thc*authority  of  that  inpU  fitrtQiotu 
A  gentleman  who  came  with  me  made 
me  obferve,  th&t  when  the  commons 
ient  up  the  fubfidies  eranted  to  the 
king,  ne  tbanhrd  tbm  ror  them,  as  an 
Acknowledgment  that  he  had  no  pov? er 
to   raife   them  without  their  confent. 

*  Anciently,*  added  he,   *  fuppiies  of 

*  money  and  redrefs  of  grievances  went 

*  together ;  but  fuch  is  the  preTenrtjap- 

*  pinefs  of  our  condition,  tnat  we  have 
«  moti  money  than  ever  to  beftow^  and 
«  no  ^ievances  at  all  to  be  rcdreffrti/ 

*  1  have  heard,*  Yaid  I,   *  that  when 

*  thefe  gif^s  are  moft  liberal,  they  have  > 

*  a  natural  tendency,  like  plentiful  ex« 

*  halations  drawn  from  the  earth,  to  fall 
'  again  upon  the  place  from  whence 

*  tney  came.* 

'  He  was  goinjg^  to  anfwet'  me,  when 
the  houfe  rofe,  and  put  an  end  to  wy 
enquiries'. 


LETTER  KXXr^. 


THIS  morning  I  received  a  viHt 
from  the  gentlenuh  under  whofe 
condud  I  had  been  at  the  houfe  of  lords. 
After  fome  general  difcourie  upon  that 
fihjc€tf  he  alked  me  what  1  thoughi  of 
their  nobility. 

<  I  am  too  great  a  ftranger/  anfwer- 
cd  I,  *  to  have  formed  a  right  opinion 

*  of  what  they  are)  but,  if  you  pleafe,  I 
^  will  tell  you  freely  what  1  think  they 
^  ihouldbe* 

*  An  Englifh  nobleman  (hould  be  a 

*  ihrtiuous  aflerter  of  the  privileges  of 

*  the  people,  btfcaufe  he  is  perpetuallt 
«  entrnM  with  tlie  care  of  them  j  and 

*  at  the  fame  time  defirou^  to  preserve 

*  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown,  Decauie 
^  it  is  the  l<wrce  firom  which  his  honour 
f  k  derived. 

*  He  ihould  have  an  ef^ate  that  misht 
'  lethinA  above  dependanci?}  and  employ 
f  the  fuperfluitieSi  it  fuch  there  were» 


aSLIM,    TO  MIRZiV  AT  ISPAUAN* 

raoM  toifDOn/t 
not  in  improving  luxury,  but  in  ex* 


tending  charity, 

*  He  mould  make  his  dignity  eaiy  to 
his  inferiors  by  themodeltyand  rim^ 
plicity  of  his  behaviour;  norewr  think 
him  lei  f  too  great  for  tlie  lowcit  oSice% 
of  friendQiip  and  humanity. 

*  He  (houla  cUim  no  frvvilege  that 
,  might  exempt  him  from  the  ftri^cfl 

rules  of  juilice  )  ai)d  afford  \i\f- proieC' 
tiot,  not  to  men  fbKoxlous  19  ihe  Itttu^ 
but  to  every  modeil  viitue  and  uleful 

f  an.' 

*  The  chara51er  you  hav<^  drawr,' 

replietl  my  friend,  •  though  il  I'cfitr^, 

•  yet  is  not  imetpnary :   lome  there  arc 

♦  to  whom'  ftillitmay  belong;  and  it 

*  eminently  exifts  in  a  young  nobleman, 

*  ^andfm  anv-1  heir  te  a  hte  illuftiioi-ft 

•  commander*,   whofe  na**tT,  even  \i\ 

*  Periia,  is  nat  unknown*^ 


*  Dukr  tf  Marlborough* 
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LETTER   XL. 

SELIM,    TO  UIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN, 


rR«M  loKPoir* 


THE  Englift  are  bleft  with  fome 
privileges  which  no  other  nation 
now  In  the  world  enjoys  in  fo  high  a 
degree.  One  is,  that  they  cannot  be 
long  deprived  of  their  liberty  upon  Ai- 
ipicion  of  any  crime,  not  even  of  treafon 
itlclff  without  being  brought  to  a  trial : 
another  is^  that  they  cannot  be  t$rturedt 
cither  to  force  a  confeifion  of  what  is 
laid  to  their  charge,  or  a  dKcovery  of 
their  accomplices.  It  is  a  wonderful 
iting,  that  even  in  oiany  free  ftates, 
^eft  two  eflential  rights  of  human  na-. 
ture  have  not  been  fecured :  for  can  any 
thing  be  more  repugnant  to  natural  }uf- 
tice,  than  to  puniHi  without  proof  of  a 
crime?  Or  is  there  a  gp-eater  punifli- 
ment  than  lone  imprifonment  and  the 
infliflioii  of  violent  pain,  either  of  which 
it  worfe  than  death  to  an  innocent  man? 
from  both  ihefe  evils  the  Engliih  are 
ffuarded  by  their  excellent  laws ;  which 
nave  alfo  provided,  that  none  mall  un- 
dergo  the  vexation  and  fliame  of  a  trial 
in  a  criminal  caufe  without  the  confent 
of  twelve  of  their  countrymen,  who  are 
called  the  grand  jury  \  nor  can  fen- 
tence  be  pafled  upon  them,  but  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  twelve  more  of  their 
equals,  with  as  ftronjg  provifions  (in 
trials  for  treafon  efpecially)  again  ft  any 
influence  of  fear  or  corruption,  as  hu- 
man laws  art  able  to  frame.  To  thefe 
glorious  privileges  is  added  the  right  of 
^ing  taxed  by  pone  but  their  reprefenr 


t^tivet,  of  advifing  the  king  in  a  parlia^ 
mentary  manner  upon  all  matters  of  go- 
vernment, of  enquiring  into  the  conduft 
of  minift«rs,  of  aiTsigning  the  euilty, 
and  taking  *hem  out  of  the  (helter  of 
the  throne,  liberty  of  fpeech  in  parlia* 
ment,  and  liberty  of  writmg  and  pub» 
lilhing  with  all  decent  freedom  what 
every  man  thinks  upon  puH  ck  aflfairs. 

Whco  I  confider  all  tbele  advantage 
and  reflefk  on  the  ftate  I  aM  in  when  in 
my  own  country,  expoied  ilpon  tha 
lighted  fufpicion  to  be  (hut  up  m  a  pri-. 
fon,  to  be  tortured  there,  and,  if  ever 
brought  out  from  thence,  to  be  tried  by 
a  partial  judge,  poilibly  by  my  accuftr 
himfelf,  to  have  my  eftate  taken  from 
me  at  the  emperor*8  pleafure,  having  n9 
means  of  redrefs  againft  him  or  bis  mi* 
nifters,  and  deprived  of  the  power  eren 
to  complain;  when  I  refle£^  pn  all  this* 
I  cannot  but  look  upon  the  loweft  fob^ 
jeft  of  England  with  envy,  and  with 
refpea,  as  I  fliould  on  a  being  of  aa 
oirder  fuperior  to  mine. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  were  there  a 
Englifiimai)  wick^  and  fooliik  enough, 
to  give  up  the  Icaft  of  tbcfe  rights  for 
any  temptation  of  fortune  o%  power,  I 
(hould  look  down  upon  him,  howeref 
exalted  by  titles  or  wealth,  wjth  more 
contempt  than  upon  the  loweft  fl^vc  in 
my  fcraglio :  for,  if  unmnlBig  fi^^ 
be  the  word  of  m^isfortunes,  njdmi^ 
fervitudc  is  the  l^^lell  of  crimes. 


I.ETTER    XLI. 

CBUMf  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISP^HAITv 


ABO U T  ^  fortnight  ago,  I  went, 
in  compaiw  with  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, to  ^e  a  place  in  this  city, 
<called  rhe  fxebangi,  which  is  the  gencr 
ral  rendezvous  of  all  the  merch^ntSi  not 
pnly  of  England^  but  the  whole  trading 
%rorld.  I  never  ypt  pame  into  an  afem* 
^^with  fo  much  |:efpe6l  as  into  this. 

•  Thefe,'  faid  f  to  my  friend,  «  are  the 

*  moft  ^fi^tfp  and  therefore  the  moft 
^  bmmi^h^  9^  vof^kiad.    They  «r9 


f  aOM  tOKBOVf 

?  met  here  to  earry  on  the  commoti 

*  happinefs;  their  ^«fiM  are  the  ii^^f" 

*  t^e  of  the  publick)  and  their  iabmf 

*  makes  the  fofii  of  human  life.* 

I  had  fcarcefpoke  thefe  words,  ^»*** 
he  carried  me  ovt  into  a  ^uigbbCMff^ 
afleft  where  lalfo (aw  Ibme  bufy ftj^* 
but  which  looked,  methought,  vcryoif- 
feient  from  die  ^bers.  ^  The^/  »» 
he,  •  are  a  fort  of  tradirs^  whoie  whole 
^  hufiqcr9  ii  coi)fi4pd  within  ^.^ 
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*  pafs  of  this  alley,  where  they  create  a 

*  kind  of  ebb  and  flow,  which  thtf 

*  ktoow  bow  to  turn  to  good  account ; 
^  but  which  18  deftrufiive  to  all  trade, 

*  except  thiir  o*wti.  Nay,  they  have 
'  fometimes  raffed  fuch  violent  ttrnfefti 
^  bere,  that  half  the  weakh  of  the  nation 

*  hat  been  funk  by  it.* 

*  They  are  then  a  fort  of  mi^^fnaoV 
afifweredl. 

■  A  moft  Sabolkd  om  truly,*  it- 
,  plied  he  s  *  and,  what  it  moft  wonder- 
••ful,  the  IHi^ersvftbe  art  have  the  fc- 
<  citt  to  ^nder  themfelves  mi^blih 


*  though  hey  are  always  «Kr/ftA^^. 
'  fettt  tire,  they  never  appear  to  vuljprf 
«  eyes }  but  ibme  of  their  imps  are  frc* 

*  quently  difcovered,  and  by  their  mo^ 
^  tions  the  fkilful  In  this  trafSck  fteec. 
<  their  courfe  and  regulate  their  ven- 

*  turet/ 

While  lie  was  fairing  this  to  me,  there 
^ame  up  to  us  an  ill-Iooked  fellow,  and 
aiked  if  we  had  wjJhcM  to  fell. 

My  friend  whifpered  me  in  the  car. 
that  this  was  mt  imp:  I  ftarted ;  called 
on  Mahomet  to  proteA  me^  and  mad< 
the  beft  of  my  way  out  of  the  alley* 


LETTER   ^Llti 

ftELIM,  TO   MIRZA  AT  IStAttAJii 


THAI*  Abda]]ah»  whom  1  men- 
tioned in  a  former  letter,  is  gonft 
from  England.  Thou  wilt  be  affeaed 
With  the  vir(ue  of  the  man^  when  I  tell 
thee  the  caufe  of  his  departure.  He  fent 
laft  week  to  defire  I  would  come  to  him. 
I  can^e,  ^nd  found  him  opprefled  with 
the  deepeft  forrow.  ^  Ah,  Selim,*  faid 
he  to  me,  *  I  muft  leave  thee:  1  mu(t 

*  go,  and  difcharge  my  duty  to  the  beft 

*  of  fathers}  I  muft  give  my  all  for  him 

*  to  whom  I  owe  it.*  At  thefe  words, 
he  put  a  letter  into  my  hand,  which  he 
had  juft  received  the  day  before:  I  found 
by  It,  that  his  father,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant, in  a  voyage  from  Grand  Cairo 
to  Aleppo,  was  taken  by  a  cruizer  of 
the  lile  of  Malta }  and,  being  unable 
himfelf  to  pay  his  ranfom,  had  written 
to  his  fon  to  do  it  for  him.    *  Thou 

*  knoweft,*  faid  he  to  me,  *  that  I  am 

*  not  rich  i  to  raife  the  liim  demanded 

*  for  my  father*s  liberty^  I  muft  fell  all 

*  my  ei^s,  and  leave  myfdf  without 
«  the  means  of  a  fubfiftence,   except 

*  what  my  labour  can  procure  me.  But 

*  my  own  diftrefs  is  nbt  what  concerns 
«  me  moft }  the  ftar  of  poverty  cannot 
«  fright  me  from  my  duty  5 1  only  grieve 
'  for  the  fate  of  my  poor  wife,  whom 

*  the  ruin  of  my  forttme  will  expofc  to 

*  indigence  and  ftiame*    It  is  for  her 

*  fake  that  I  have  fent  for  you  $  and  I 

*  conjure  you,  by  all  our  friendihip,  by 

*  the  prophet  and  the  Ood  whom  we 
<  adore,  not  to  refiife  me  the  ftrft  favour 
«  I  ever  aflctd.^  When  he  had  Aiid 
thifi  he  opened  the  dwr  of  ahotbei^ 


radu  tbrtHovi 


room,  where  I  faw  a  beautiful  woman 
in  the  Turkiih  habit,  who,  with  a  mo-» 
defty  peculiar  to  our  eaftcrn  ladies,  en-« 
deavoured  to  conceal  herfelf  from  myi 
regards!   *  Come  hither,  Zelis,*  iaid  my. 
friend,  *  and  fee  the  man  whom  I  havci 
choien  to  protea^^ou:    fee  him  who 
muft  (hortly  be  your  hulband,  in  the 
room  of  tht  unfortunate  Abdallaih.' 
Then,  turning  to  me,  and  weeping  bit* 
tcrly— *  Thb,'  cried  he,  «  O  Sclim!  is 
the  grace  for  which  I  am  a  fuppliant  i 
permit  me  to  wc^t  her  to  a  man  who  I 
know  will  ufe  tier  Well  $  I  am  refolVed 
to  divorce  her  this  verv  inftant,  ac- 
cording to  the  power  allowed  ro^  bf 
our  law,  if  you  will  confent  to  talu 
her  for  your  wifef  nor  could  the  fopbv 
himfelf  make  you  a  prelent  of  greater 
value.    If  the  charms  of  her  peribli 
are  not  fufficient  to  recommend  her  tcT 
you,  know  that  her  mind  is  ft  ill  fah^i' 
and  more  accompliftied.    I  brought 
her  with  me  into  England  three^eare 
ago,  in  all  which  time  ftte  has  hardly 
ftirred  out  of  my  hou(e,  lior  deiired 
any  company  but  mine.     It  is  impof- 
fible  to  be  happier  with  a  wife  than  I 
have  been  with  her;  nothing  fliould 
ever  haVeprevailed  on  me  to  part  wkfar 
her,  but  the  deQrt  t»  Separate  her  froni* 
my  misfortunes,  and  to  procure  her  sf 
maintenance  agreeable  to  her  birth  ancf 
merit,  which  I  am  no  longer  able  ttf 
provide  for  her  mylelft* 
He  had  fcarce  ended,  when  the  iady« 
tearing  her  hair,  and  beating  the  white^ 
breAd  I  ever  iawi  implored  him  not  tv 
Ga  ,     think 
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^ink  of  a  reparation,  001?  painful  to 
ber  ,tha|A  »Ay  nailery  that  poverty  could 
reduce  her  to. 

Af^r  m  \ny  paffionate  expre(Ront  of 
her  love t  (he  declared  that  (he  would  ap- 
coropany  him  to  Malta,  and  beg  her 
hreafi  with  i^im  afterwards,  if  it  was  ne- 
oc(fai7p  rather, than  ftay  behind  in  the 
moft  affluent  condition.  But  he  pofi- 
lively  refufed  to  let  her  go,  and  inhfted 
upon  giving  hf  r  to  me,  as  the  only  ex- 
pedient to  make  him  eafy.    *  To  ctriy 

*  her  with  roe,'  (aid  he,  *  would  be  eJ^poT* 

*  ing  her  to  fuch  dangers  and  wants,  as 
<  I  cannot  endure  even  to  think  of:  but 

*  ItCt  cao  I  bear  the  thought^of  leaving 

*  her  here,  in  a  nation  of  infidels,  among 

*  womenwho bavigivimufmodt/fytWDd 

*  men  who  profe&  ^  mtfir/  nvar  upon  it 

*  wherever  it  is  to  be  found*  Yourhoufe 

*  IS  the  only  afylum  to  which  her  virtue 

*  can  fafely  retire.    As  your  wife,  (he 

*  will  be  protected  from  any  infiilt,  even 

*  in  tbh  landifBcinthfUfniJsJ'  To  thefe 
words  of  Abdallah,  Zclis  replied  with 
many  arguments t  hysx  with  moi^e  tears. 
I  continued  /erne  time  a  filent  witnefs 
of  this  extraordinary  difputej   but  at 


laftt  foeii^  h\m  determined  to  divorce^' 
her,  I  told  him,  I  would  aoccpt  her  jif 
a  treafure  committed  to  my  bands,  not 
tor  my  ownufe,  but  to  iecure  it  for.iay 
Onad  (  that  (be  fliould  remain  with  mo 
under  the  cbaraAer  of  my  wife,  but  I 
would  always  be  9  ftnuiger  to  ber  bed  f 
and  if  at  his  return  he  fouMi  himlelf  in 
circumifances  futiUcient  to  maintain  herg 
I  would  rt ((ore  her  back  tt;ais  Xfi  him 
untouched  |  or,  in  ca(e  they  mcMild  mor 
tually  dedre  it,  carry  her  with  roe  to 
ipy  rei;agiio  in  the  eaiL  Th^  were 
both  much  comforted  with  this  aflfur* 
ance  $  and  Zelis  coniented  to  (lay  with 
roc,  fince  Abdallah  commanded  it.  The 
poor  man  embarked  for  Malta  the  fol« 
lowing  week,  with  his  whole  fortune  on 
board  for  his  father'^s  ranfom,  and  left 
me  fo  tpuch^  at  \i\%  filial  piety,  that  I 
made  an  offer  to  pay  narf  of  it  myfetfi 
but  he  told  me  I  had  done  enough  for 
iixm  in  taking  care  of  what  was  deareft 
to  him  upon  earth,  and  tefuied  any 
farther  fuccour  from  me. 

N.^.  This  ftory  is  reiiimed  in  Letter 
txxvt. 


LETTER   XLIir. 

tELIM,    to   MlizA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


I  Lately,  fell  into  diicourfe  with  an 
Eoglifhrnan,  who  has  well  examin- 
^  od  the  oon(Utotion  of  his  country.    I 
begped  him  to  tcU  nw  what  he  thought 
of  the  pneTent  (bie  of  it.    *  Twa  princi- 

*  pal  eiils,*  anfwered  hcf  <  are  making 

*  way  /or  arbitrary  power,  if  the  court 

<  (hould  ever  be  inchned  to  take  advan-^ 

*  ttgeofthem,viz.theabufeof  our  wealth 
^  and  <he  abuft  of  our  eloquence  t  the  laft 
'  ts,  if  poflible,  more  mifcbievous  than 

*  tke  firft ;  for  it  fedutes  thofe  whomr 

*  money  could  not  corrupt:  it  is  the 

*  moUt  pernicious  of  all  our  rednemenls, 

*  and  the  moft  to  be  dreaded  in  a  free 

*  country.    To  fpeak  truth  is  the  pri- 

*  viltge  of  a  freeman  ;  to  do  it  roundly 

<  and  plainly,  is  his  glory  :  thus  it  was 

<  that  the  ancient  Romans  debated  every 
'  thing  that  concerned  the  commoi;i* 

*  wealth,  at  a  time  when  they  beft 
'  kaew  how  to  govern,  before  Oreece 

*  had  infe^led  |hem  with  rhetorick. .  A« 

*  notbino.  was  propounded  tothcmwi^h 
^  ^\i'fpx\&,  they  eafily  judged  what  was 
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<  moft  for  their  .honour  and.  intern* 

<  But  the  thine  called  Eloqpence.lim 

<  is  of  another  kind:  itis,leittnen|l^ 

*  of  enfoicTng  truth,  tbanof impt^ng 

<  falMoodi  it  does  not  depend  on  a 

*  true  knowledge  of  the  ona^ter  in  dr- 

*  batt^  for  .generally  it  aims  at  oothing 

*  niore  than  i  ipecious  Appearance:  nor 

*  is  wifdom  a  nsceflary  quality. in  the 

*  compodtion  of  an  orator  |  he  can  <k> 

*  without  it  verjr  well*  provide  he  has 

<  the   happy    nciltty    of  difcouriinff 

<  fmoothlyt  and  aflerting  boUUy**.  > 
own  to  thee,  >Iirza^  this,  account  fuf- 
prized  nac  I .  we  have  no  knowlfdgejtt 
the  eaA  of  iitcfa  an  eloqiience  at  tbift  ohid 
defcribed  \  it  is  our  coftom  to/jpeak  n^* 
tu rally. and  pertinently,  Without  eves 
imagining  that  there  waa  an  art  in  it)  or 
that  it  was  poffible  to  talk  ^xij  ypon  a 
fubje£lwhichwedonotnnderl^aQd«   . 

*  Pray,  Sir,'  iaidl,  « tvhan  thclifto^'* 

*  .tors  yottOteli  me  of  iiave.been.fnugii| 
«  two  or  three  times  in  afye^  do  not  you 

*  treat  them  3fj4|^(^tmvft  contempt  r 
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**.*  Quite  the  contrary,*  anfWered  be  j 

*  the  whole  merit  and  pride  of  their  pro- 
^  feinon  18  to  decet*ve:  they  aie  to  lay 

*  falfe  colours  upon  every  thing ;  and 
^  the  greater  the  impofition  isythe  ereater 

*  their  reputation.  The  orator  who  can 
^  only  perAiade  us  to  a6^  againft  feme  of 
*.  our  lelTer  intereftsy  is  but  a  gmus  of  iht 
'  ft€mdrate\  but  he  who  can  compel  ut 
'  by  his  eloquence  to  violate  the  mod 
'  eflentialf  is  oftabUmam  imUed,  and  wi  1 1 

<  certainly  rifi  ^ny  bigb.  I  fuppofe  it 
^  may  be  your  cuftom  in  Perfia  to  beftow 

*  employments  on  fuch  perfons  as  have 
'  particularly  qualified  themfelves  for 

*  them  4    you  put  the  care  of  the  army 

*  and  the  marine  into  the  hands  of  ibl- 

*  diers  and  feamen;  you  make  one  man 

<  fecreury  of  ftate*  l>ecaufe  he  has  been 

*  bred  in  foreign  courts,  and  underftands 
'  tbeintereilsof  your  neighbouring  prin- 
^  ces)  to  another  you  truft  the  revenue, 

*  becaufe  be  is  Ocilful  in  ceconomy^  and 

*  hat  proved  bimfelf  above  the  tempta- 

*  tionofembezzling what  pafles  through 
^  hit  bands,*—'  Yes,*  replied  I»  *  this  is 

*  (urely  the  right  nqtethodj  and  I  con- 

*  dude  it  mutt  be  yours,*—*  No,*  faid 
he;   *  we  are  above  thofe  vulgar  preju-, 

*  dices ;  fuch  qualiEcations  are  not  re- 
^  quifite  among  us:  to  be  fit  for  any  or. 

*  all  of  thefe  pofts,  one  mufi  be  a  good 
^  JPealur  in  paHiammt;*'^*  HowT 
fiud  1 1  *  becauie  I  make  a  fine  harangue 


*  upon  a  treaty  of  peace,  am  I  tlierefore 
«  fit  to  fuperinteno  an  army  ?*— «  We 

*  think  fo,*  anfwered  bet    *  And  if  ( 

*  can   plauiibly  defend  a  minifler  ot 

*  flate  from  a  reafonable  charge  brought 

*  againft  him,  have  I  thereby  a  title  to' 

*  be  taken  into  the  adminiftration?*— 

*  Beyond  difpute,  in  this  country,,*  an- 
fwered he.  <  Why  then,  by  Mahomet!* 
faid  I,  *  your  governm^-nt  may  well  be 
^  fick :  what  a  diftempered  body  muit 
'  that  be  whofe  members  are  fo  moR« 

*  flroufly  out  of  joint,  that  there  is  no 

*  one  part  in  it's  proper  place  I    If  mjr 

*  tongue  ihould  undertake  to  do  the' 

*  ofHce  of  my  bead  and  arms,  the  ab- 
'  fui  dity  and  the  iropotency  would  be 

*  juft  the  fame.* 

*  Yet  thus,*  faid  he,  •  we  go  on  s 

*  lamely  enough  I  muft  confe fs  j  bOt  (lilf 
^  admiring  our  own  wife  policy,  and 
«  laughing  at  the  reft  of  the  world.* 

•'^u  may  laugh,*  replied  I,  *  asyot{ 
'  think  fit  I  but  if  the  fultan  my  mafter 
'  had  among  his  counfellors  fuch  an 
'  oraior  as  you  defbribe,  a  fellow  that 

*  would  ptate  away  truth,  equity,  ancf 
^  common- (enfe^  by  the  tomb  of  our 

*  holy  prophet  1  he  would  make  zmuti 

*  of  him,  and  fet  him  to  watch  over  the 

*  fi^oglio  inftead  of  thtjfaie.* 

Ac  thefe  words  I  was  obliged  to  take 
my  leave,  and  our  difcoorfe  was  broke 
off  (ill  another  meeting. 


•   LEtT£R   XLIV.     ' 
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THE  nrxt  d^y  1  fnw  my  friend 
again,  ^nd  he  lefy m tilth efubjt^ 
©f  eloquence,  '  Vi>u  cannot  irjvr^gtnc,' 
iSiJd  he  to  me,    *  of  what  fat:il  confe- 

*  qiiirnce  ihis  art  of  hamn^Ting  ha*  been 

*  i^  all  free  ffates  :  good  taws  have  b^tn 

*  cftsblifhed  by  wife  mtu,  who  were  far 

*  from  being  eloquent  j   and  eloquent 

*  men,  who  were  far  from  being  wife, 

*  ha^e  every  where  dedroy^d  <jr  cor- 
<  rypted  them*    Vncfk.  into  bfftoryj  yoii 

*  will  findf  ihat  the  fame  pcrioi^  whkh 

*  cirried  doquence  to  ii*s  perfeftlon^ 

*  was  almofl  always  mortal  x^  liberty, 

*  Th^  repvblick^  of  Gre^cf ,  and  that  <>f 

*  Ho«TiOp  did  not  r*e  thevr  moft  ccJebi-at  - 

*  ed  orators  till  the  very  moment  that 

*  their  C0ftfti(utioh«   were  overturned. 
'  And  b«w  mdccU  IhjuJd  it  be  other ^ 


<  wife  >    When  oirce  it  beeomes  a  fi* 

*  fhion  to  advance  men  to  dignity  and 
'  power,  not  for  the  good  counfel  that 

<  they  give,  but  for  an  agreeable  man<* 

*  ner  of  recommending  bad  ones,  it  is 

<  impoffibie  that  a  government  (6  ad* 
'  minTftered  can  long  fubfid.  It  any 
'  thing  complained  of  as  amift?  Inflead 

*  of  redrefs,  they  give  you  an  oration.  . 

*  Have  you  propofed  a  good  and  need- 
'  fuI  law?    In  exchange  for  that  you 

*  receive  an  oration*   Hat  your  natural 

<  reafon  determined  you  upon  any  point  t' 
'  Up  gets  an  orator,  ana  (6  eonfounda 

*  you,  that  you  are  no  longer  able  to' 

*  reafon  at  all.    Is  any  right  meafure 

*  to  be  obflrti5^ed^  or  wrong  one  to  be 
'  advanced  >  There  it  an  orator  alwaya- 
'  ready,  and  it  is  moft  charmingly  per-« 

'  formed 
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•  formed  to  the  delight   of    all 

•  Ue:<rei8.'. 

•  I  do  not  know,'  faid  T,  *  what  plca- 

•  fui-e^ou  may  find  in  being  deceived  ; 

•  but  I  dare  fay,  dmuid  theie  gcntle- 

•  men  undertake  to  inilru^  a  n.eichant 

•  in  his  buiinefs,  or  a   farmer  in  his 

•  work,   wiiht>ut  underftanding   either 

•  trade  or  hufb.indry,  they  would  only 

*  be  laughed  at  for  theii  pains )  and  yet 

♦  when  they  attempt  to  perfuade  a  na- 

*  tion  to  commit  a  thoufand  fenfelefiS 

*  fau)t$9  they  are  liDened  to  wth  great 

*  atteotion,  and  come  off  with  abund- 

•  ance  of  applaufe.  But,  for  my  part,  I 
^  tbinic  ihey  defcrve  nothing  but  hatred 

•  ami  contempti  for  daring  to  piay  with 

*  fiich  facred  things  as  truth,  juftice,^ 

*  and  pubiick  good,  in  fo  wanton  apd 

*  diifoiuie  a  manner.' 

*  Moi\  certainly,'  anfwered  he,  *  they 
^  art  very  dangerous  to  all  foc?eiy  5  for 

•  what  is  it  they  profefs  ?  Do  not  they 
«  make  it  their  boaft  that  they  have  the 

*  po.wer  to  foothe  qr  enflame  j  that  is, 

*  in  prppcr  terins,  to  make  us  partial  01; 

*  to  make  ut  mad  ?   Are  either  of  ihefe 

•  temper^  gf  the  mind  agreeable  to  the 
f  duty  of  a  judge,  or  of  a  coonfellor  of 

*  ftatc  ?  I  maintain,  that  it  would  be 
^  juft  as  proper  for  us  to  decide  a  quef- 

*  lioa, of  right  or  wrong  after  a  debauch 


'  of  wine  or  a  dofe  of  opium,  as  aftcl* 

*  being  heated  or  cooled,  to' the  degree 

*  we  often  arc,  by  the  addrcfs  of  one  of 

*  thefeikilfulfpeakcrs. 

•  Wifely  was  it  done  by  the  Venetians^ 

*  to  baiiim  a  member  of  their  fenate^' 

*  (as  I  have  read  they  did)  only  becaule 
'  they  thought  he  had  too  much  elo* 

*  quence,  and  ^inecf  too  great  an  af* 
'  Cendant  in  their  councils  by  that  be- 

*  witching   talent.      Witbout  fach   a 

*  caution  there  is  no  fafcty ;  for  we  are 

*  led,  when  we  fancy  that  we'  a£>  moft 

*  freely ;  and  the  man  who  can  raafter 

*  our  affeflions  will  have  but  little  trou* 

*  ble  with  our  rcafon.    But  to  fhew  you 

*  the  power  of  oratory  in  it*t  ftrongeft" 
'  light,  let  us  fee  what  it  does  with  re- 

*  ligion  :  in  itfelf  it  it  (impleand  bene- 

*  ficcnr,  full  of  charity  and  humility  { 

*  and  yef,  let  an  eloquent  Jefuit  get  up 

*  into  a  pirlpit,  what  monibous  fyften»s 
«  will  he  draw  out  of  it!    What  pride^ 

*  what  tyranny,  will  he  make  it  autho« 

*  rize!    Hoiv  much  rancour  and  malign. 

*  nity  will  he  graft  ubon  it !  It  then  the 

*  laws  of  God  may  be  thus  corrupted 

*  by  the  taint  of  eloouence,  do  we  won- 

*  der  that  the  laws  ofmen  cannot  tfcapc?' 
— •  No,'  faid  1 5  *  no  mifchiefs  are  to  be 

*  wondered  at,  where  the  reafon  of  man* 

*  kind  is  fo.abufed.* 
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THE  converfation  I  repeated  to  thee 
in  my  laft  letter,  was  heard  by  a 
gentleman  that  fat  near  us,  who,  I  have 
been  told,  has  found  his  account  fo  much 
in  eloquence,  as  to  be  intcrefted  in  the 
defence  of  it.  Accordingly>  he  attacked 
my  friend,  and  told  him,  be  was  afraid 
he  had  forgot  his  hi  (lory,  or  he  would 
have  recollected  that  Demollhenes  and 
Cicero,  the  two  greateft  orators  that  ever 
were,  employed  their  rhetorick  in  the 
fcrvice  o4  their  country.  *  I  m^ght, 
«  perhaps,'  anfwered  he,    *  make  fome 

*  objc^ions  to  the  integrity  of  both  ; 

*  but,  allowing  what  you  fay,  it  amounts 

•  to  no  more  than  this,  that  eloquence 

•  may  he  of  fervice  to  mat^kind  in  the' 

•  polTcflion  of  very  good  men  5    and  fo 

*  mav  arbitrary  power,   of  the  greateft 

•  .fenricc  :   bi.t  yet  we  fay  in  England, 

*  ihat  it  is  wiicc  xwt  to  truii  to  u  i  be* 
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*  caufe,  as  it  is  generally  managed,   it 

*  becomes  a  moft  grievous  oppreffion# 

*  And,  I  am  fure,  I  can  (hew  you  in  Kf- 

*  tory  as  many  orators  that  haveabuled 

<  their  eloquence,  as  kings  that  have 

*  abuf^d  their  authority:  for,  befidestbe 

*  wickedncfs  common  to  human  nature^ 

<  the  vanity  of  making  a  bad  caufe  ap- 
'  pear  a  good  one  is  in  itfelf  a  dangerous, 
'  tetnptation.  When  a  man  fees  heis 
'  able  to  impofe  on  the  judgments  of 

<  others,  he  muft  be  a  very  honeft  and 

*  very  modeft  one  indeed,  if  he  never 

*  does  it  wrongfully.'—'  Alas,  Sir!'  re- 
turned his  antagonift,  '  the  generality  of 

*  men  are  too  weak  to  bear  truth!  'Thfj 

*  mult  be  cheated  into  happinefs.'-— 

*  I  am  fure  they  are  often  cheated  out  rf 

*  jV,'  replied  roy  friend :  •  nor  can  I 
'  wholly  agiee  to  your  propufition  \tk 

*  the  feafe  yoa  unJerftaoa  it*    It  may 

?  be 
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*  be  ncceflary  for  the  govern mciit  of 
'  mankind   not  to  teU  them  the  <wbole 

*  trathj  fomething  may  be  pi-qper  to  be 
'  hid  behind  the  veil  of  policy;  but  it  is 

*  feldom  neceffary  to  tell  them  lyes. 

*  Thcfe  pious  frauds  dirt  the  inventions 
of  very  imfious  nien\  they  are  the 
tricks  of  thole  who  make  the  publiclc 
good  a  pretence  for  ferving  their  pri- 
vate vices.  Let  u^  conHder  how 
mankind  was  governed  in  thofe  ages 
and  ftates  where  they  are  known  to 
have  betn  the  happi^ft.  How  was  it  in 
Athens,  while  the  laws  of  Sobn  pre^ 

*  fervcd  their  force?  Was  it  then  thought 
'  neceffary  to  lys  for  the  good  of  the 
'  common  wealth?  No^  the  people  were 

*  truly  informed  of  every  ihmg  that 
concerned  them;  and  as  they  fudged 
by  their  natural  underftanciing,  their 
determinations  were  right,  and  their 
actions  glorious:  but  when  the  orators 
bad  got  the  dominion  over  them,  and 
they  were  decei*ved  upon  the  principle 
you  eftablifli,  what  was  the  confe- 
quence?  Their  leaders  became  factious 
and  corrupt,  their  government  venal, 
their  publick  councils   uncertain  and 

^  fluffcuatlngy  either  too  'weahlj fearful^ 


'  or  too  rajblf  bolI\  till  attaft,  from  ge- 

*  nerous,   high-fpirited   freemen,    the|r 

*  funk  into  prating^  contemptible  flavef* 

*  In  Rome,  the  cafe  was  much  the  fame; 

*  as  long  as  they  were  a  great  and  fre^ 

*  people,  they^nderftood  notthefepoH- 

*  tical  refinements.  All  governments  in 

*  their  firft  inftltution  were  founded  io 

*  truth  and  juftice,  and  the  firft  rnlcr» 

*  of  them  were  generally  honcft   men  | 
'  bat,  by  length  of  tim?,  corruption  if 

*  introduced,   and  men   come  to  look 

*  upon  thofe  frauds  as  neceflary  to  go- 

*  vernmcnt,  which  their  forefathers  ab- 

*  horred  as  deftruflive  to  it.'—*  It  does 

*  not,'  faid  I,  '  belong  to  me  to  decide 

*  in  this  difpute:  but  h  feems  to  be  hlghr 

*  iy  important,  that  this  po*wer  of  de*- 

*  ceiinng  for  tbe  puliuk  good  (hoM  be 

*  lodged  in  fafe  hands.    And  I  fuppof^ 
'  that  fuch  among  you   as   are  truftcij 

*  with  it,  are  very  conjlant  ^n^umform 

*  in  their  principles.     Though  the  ra- 

*  lours  may  vary,   the  ground  of  tlieiir 

*  condu£l  is  ftill  thefitmc.     What  with 

*  them  is  the  tffential  ^x^^  fundamenttd 
'  intereft  of  the  nation  »tfau,  will  cer- 

*  tainly  be  fo  next  yean  difgrace  or  fa* 

*  vour  can  mak$  no  diffqrcucet* 


LETTER   XLVI. 


SpLIM,    TO   MIK2A   AT  ISPAHAN. 


I  Was  the  other  day  in  company  with 
a  clergyman,  who  has  the  education 
of  feveral  young  noblemen  committed 
to  his  care,  A  truft  of  this  importance 
made  me  regard  him  as  one  of  the  moii 
^onfidtrablt  men  in  £ngland.     *  This 

•  iage,'  faid  I  to  mylclf,  *  has  much 
^  to  anfwer  for:  the  virtue  and  happincfs 

*  of  the  next  agewill  in  a  great  meafure 
'  depend  on  his  capacity.'  I  was  very 
jdeiirous  to  enter  into  diicouf  fe  with  hinn> 
that  I  might  know  if  he  was  equal  to  hit 
^office,  anid  tried  all  the  common  to* 
picks  of  converfation;  but  on  none  of 
thcfe  was  I  able  to  draw  a  word  from 
bim.  At  (a4,  upon  fome  point  being 
darted,  which  gave  him  ocpafion  to  quote 
jL  Latin  poet,  he  opened  all  at  once,  and 
poured  foith  fpch  a  deluge  of  hard 
words,  compofed  out  of  all  the  learned 
languages,  that  though  I  underllood  but 
little  of  his  meaning,  I  could  QOt  help 
»4fXMnng  b4  elocu^ont 


FKOM  LOMDOir* 

As  his  fcholars  were  many  of  them 
born  to  an  hereditary  (hare  in  the  le- 
giUature,  I  concluded  he  muft  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  (ht  Englifli 
conftitution,  and  able  to  iniiru^  ihem 
in  the  knowledge  of  it  i  but,  upon  alk» 
ing  him  fome  quedions  on  thai  fiibje<£i, 
I  founds  to  my  very  great  furprite,  that 
he  was  moie  a  liranger  to  it  than  my«- 
felf,  and  had  no  notions  of  govetnment, 
but  what  he  drew  from  the  imaginarf 
tepublkk  of  a  Greek  philofopher.  *  Well/ 
fiiid  1,  *  you  at  lt;aliin(lru6^your  (cho- 

*  lais  in  Grecian  and  Roman  H/irtu§^ 

*  you  light  lip  in  them  ^fpmtofitberfy% 

*  you  exercife  them  in  jtf/Itce  and  ma^ 
'  vanimity^  you  form  tiicm  to  a  refcnv- 

*  biance    of  the  great  charaBers  they 

*  meet  with  in  ancient  authors.'— 'Far 

*  from  it,'  faid  a  gentleman  in  conv- 
pany  ;  *  they  aie  accullomed  to  trgmbU 
<  at  a  rodf  to  tell  /jr//  in  excufe  of 
I  jrifling  (aultSi  to  (^ty  their  eompe^* 
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*  mottJ,  to  htfiks  and  coward^s  the 
^  Natural  vigour  of  their  fpirits  is  broke, 

*  the  natural  ingenuity  of  their  tempera 

*  vamifted  over,  the  natural  bent  of 

*  their  genius  curbed  and  thwarted}  the 

*  'whole  piirpoie  of  their  education  is  to 
^  acquire  iome  Greek  and  Latin  words^ 
«  by  this  only  they  are  allowed  to  try 

*  their  parts;  if  they  are  backward  in 
f  this,  they  are  pronounced  dunces,  and 

*  often  made  to  from  diicouragement 

*  anddefpair.* 

<  I  (hould  think,^  faid  I,  *  if  tvord* 

*  only  ai-e  to  be  taught  them ,  they  fhould 
^  ]earn  to  fpeak  Englifh  with  grace  and 
^  elegance,  which  is  particularly  necef- 

*  fary  in  a  government  where  eloquence 

*  has  obtained  fo  great  a  fway.'*— *Xhat 
i' 'article  is  never  thought  of,'  anfwered 
j|ie:  *  I  came  myfelf  from  the  college  a 
'  perfed  mafter  of  one  or  two  dead  Ian- 

<  g«aeesj  but  could  neither  write  nor 

<  readmy  vwu^  till  it  was  caught  me 
^  by  the  letters  and  converfation  of  4 


<  lady  about  thi  iMvf  ,  wImib,  lad^If 

<  for  my  iducatnot  I  fell  m  love  with/ 
*  I  have  heard,'  faid  I,   *  that  it  i$ 

'  ufual  for  yonng  gentlemen  to  finidi 
'  their  fhidies  in  other  countries;  and 

*  indeed  tt  feemt  neceffary  enon^  by 
'  the  account  you  have  given  me  of 

*  them  here:  but  if  I  may  judge  bythi 

*  greateft  part  of  th6fe  whom  I  have 
'  feen  at  their  j-etum,  thefireiga  majfers 

*  are  no  better  than  the  KngliS),  and  the 
« foreign  mjirejes  not  fo  good.    Were 

*  I  to  go  back  to  Perfia  with  an  Engliih 

*  coat,  an  Englifli  footman,  and  aa 
'  Englifli  comgb^  it  would  amount  to  jo(| 

*  the  improvement  made  in  France  by 

*  one  hnf  of  the  youth  who  travel  thi« 
\  ther.*— *  Add  tothefe,  a  tafteforrau- 

*  fick,*  replied  the  gentleman,  *  with 

*  two  or  three  terms  of  building  and  of 

*  painting,  and  you  would  want  hot 
'  one  tafie  more  to  be  as  accomptijkei^ 

*  fome  of  the  finefV  gentlemen  that  It;^ 
^iendtus  back.* 


LETTER   XLVn. 


SELIM^  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


FROM  coaiidering  the  education  of 
Englifh  gentlemen,  we  turned  our 
difcourfe  to  that  of  EnglKh  ladies,  I 
miked  a  okarried  man  that  was  in  com- 
pany, to  inftruft  me  a  little  in  the  courie 
of  it,  being  particularly  curious  to  know 
the  methods  which  could  render  a  wo- 
man in  this  country  fo  uifl^rent  a  crea- 
ture from  one  in  Pcifia.  *  Indeed,  Sir,* 
faid  he,  *  you  muft  aik  my  f^e,  not 

•  me,  tb-'t  queftioni  thcfc  are  myfteries 

♦  I  am  not  allowed  to  pry  into;  when  I 
«  prefume  to  give  my  advice  about  it, 

<  me  tells  me  the  education  of  a  lady 
'  is  above  the  capacity  of  a  man,  let 
4  him  be  ever  fb  wife  in  bis  own  af- 
,«  ^irs.^— '  I    ihould  think,*    faid   I, 

<  that  as  the  purpoleofwomens  breed - 

<  ing  is  nothing  elfe  but  to  teach  them 

*  to  fUafe  men^  a  man  ihould  be  a  bet - 

♦  ter  judge  of  that  than  any  woman  in 
'  <  the  world.    Bat  pray,   Sir,  what  in 

<  general  have  you  o'bferved  of  this 
^  myfterkus  inflitutionf    I  do  not  eri- 

<  quire  into  the  fecrets  behind  the  altar ^ 
'  but  only  the  outward  forms  of  djf- 

*  cipline  which  are  expofcd  to  the  eyes 
«  of  all  the  world.*— *  Why,  Sir,*  re- 
plied hci  *  the  firft  great  point  which 


Faoif  tevoov* 
'  every  mother  aims  at,  it  to  make  bcr 

*  girl  a  goddift  tf  (he  can.* 

.  /  A  ^dds!*  cried  I,  in  great  aib* 
oiihmeat. 
«  Yes,*  faid  he;  *  you  have  none  of 

*  them  in  the  eait ;  but  here  we  ban 
'  five  or  fix  in  every  itreets  there  nem 

*  were  more  divhdhes  in  Egypt  than 

*  there  art  at  this  time  in  the  town  of 

*  London.     In  order  therefore  to  ft 

*  ihcm  for  that  eharaffer^thty  jJtnaM 

*  to  ibro*w  of  human  uaimn  as  much 
'  as  pofilble  in  their  looks,  geftures, 
'  words,  actions,   drefs,  ^c.*«-*  But 

*  it  it  not  apt  to  return  again?*  faid  I. 

*  Yes,*  replied  he  5  *  it  returns  indeed 

*  again,  but  ftraneely  diftorted  and  de« 

*  formed.  The  fame  thing  happens  to 
'  their  mndt  as  to  their  >&^^}  both 
^  are  cramped  by  a  violent  confioeroent, 

*  which  makes  them  fwell  out  tH  the 

*  njurong  tlace.  You  cannot  conceive 
'  the  wild  tricks  that  women  play  firom 
^  this  habitual  perverfion  of  their  fiicul^ 

*  ties;  there  is  not  a  iingle  quality  be« 
<  loneing  to  therii  which  they  do  not 

*  a|^Iy  to  other  purpofes  than  Piovi* 

*  dence  deiigned  it  for :  hence  it  is  dial 

*  they  are  vaia of  being <rMwv(h^ 
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*  tfHamed  cihdag  mgdifii  hence  they 
'  fimU  OD  the  man  whom  they  dyUftef 

*  mnd^o^m^/  on  him  they  kv€ ;  hence 

<  th^  lullevoy  ieptiment  of  their  own^ 

*  SMid  not  only  oB  'with  tbefaJbioHt  hut 

*  ttaXLj  think  with  it,  Allthisisiaught 
^  them  careliilly  from  their  childhood,  or 
^  elfe  it  would  be  impofllble  fo  to  copt 
'  quer  their  natural  difpofitiont.* 

*  I  do  not  know/  laid  I»  *  what  the  ^ 
^  u(e   it  of  thefe  inftrudions;  but   it 
'  feemt  to  me,  that  in  a  country  where 

*  the  women  are  admitted*  id  a  Familiar 

*  and  confbint   (hare  in  every  active 

<  fcene  of  life,  particular  care  fliould 

<  betaken  in  their  educatbn»  to  ad- 

*  tivati'thur  nqfoM,  and  form  theif 


*  hearts^  that  they  itiay  be  ednal  to  th« 
«  part  they  have  to  ad.    Where  great 

*  temptations  mail  occur,  great  vlrtuet 
^  are  required  i  and  t\it  giddy  JStuationI 

*  in  which  tiiey  are  placed,  or  love  to 

*  pUce  themfelves,  demand  a  more  than 

*  ordinary  flrength  of  brain*    In  Pdrfis^ 
^  a  woman  has  no  occafion  for  any  thing 

<  but  beauty,  becaufe  of  the  confinement 
'  which  (he  lives  under,  and  therefore 

*  that  only  it  attended  to:   but  btn^ 

*  methtnks,  good  fenfe  is  fo  very  necef- 
'  fary,  that  it  it  thebulinefs  of  a  lady  td 

*  improve  and  adorn  her  underftanding 
'  with  as  much  application  at  the  other 

*  fex,  and,  generally  fpeakingi  hj  mi* 

<  thodiMMchtbifam^* 


LETTER    XLVltU 


•SLIM,  TO   MI1.ZA   AT  IfPAHAV. 


FaoM  toNdon* 


IWas  this  morning  with  Tome  gentle- 
men of  my  acquaintance,  wl^  were 
talking  of  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made  not  long  ago  of  fetting  up  a  prefs 
at  Coniiantinople,  and  the  oppoGtion  it 
bad  met  with  from  the  Mum,  They 
*^  applied  to  me  to  know  what  I  thought  of 
it,  and  whether  in  Perfia  alfi>  it  was  our 
religion  that  deprived  ut  of  (6  uieful  an 
art. 

I  told  them*  that  policy  had  more 
part  than  religion  in  that  affalri  that 
the  prefs  was  a  very  dangerous  engine, 
and  the  abufet  of  it  made  us  jMy  ap- 
prebend  ill  confeouences  from  it. 
*  *  You  are  in  tne  ri^ht,*  faid  one  of 
the  company;  '  for  this  (ingle  realbn, 

*  bttauft  your  gi^emmint  is  adeJ}>otick 

*  9tu,     But  in  a  free  country' the  prefs 

*  mav  be  very  ufeful,  as  lor^g  as  it  it 
^  under  no  partial  re(traint:  for  it  it  of 

*  irreal  confeijuence    that    the   (people 

*  mould    be  informed  of  every  tlii  ng 

*  that  concern t  them;  and,  without 
'  printing,  fuch  knowledge  could  not 
'  cirtulate  either  (b  eafily  or  fo  faii. 

*  And  to  argue  againd  any  branch  of 

*  liberty  from  the  ill  v&  that  may  be 
'  made  of  it,  is  to  argue  ag?inft  liberty 

'  *  itielf,    fince  all  is  capable  of  beinr 

*  abulid.  Nor  can  any  part  of  fvt^ 
^  dom  be   more  important,  or  better 

.  <  worth  contending  for,  than  that  by 

*  which  the  fpifit  of  it  is  prtftrvtd^ 
f  fufportidt    and    Sffufed.      By   this 

*  appeal  to  the  jodpncnt  of  the  peo))li. 


*  we  lay  (bme  reflraint  uponthofemiiii4 
^  (lers  who  may  have  found  means  to 
«  fecure  themfelves  front  anjf  other  Up 
«  incorruptible  tribunal  y  and  (bre  they 

*  have  no  reafon  to  complain  if  the  pub- 

*  lick  exercifes  a  right  which  cannot  be 
'  denied    without  avowing  that  theii' 

*  condu£l  will  not  bear  enquiry.    For 

*  thoueh  the  beft  adminidration  may  be 
^  attacked  by  calumny,  I  can  hardlr 

*  believe  it  would  be  hurt  by  it,  becauie 

*  I  have  known  a  }|reat  deal  of  it  em- 

*  ployed  to  very  little  purpoie  ag^inft 
'  gentlemen  in  oppofition  to  minifters 
'  who  had  nothinz  to  defend  them  but 

*  the  force  of  truth.  I  do  not  mean  by 
'  this  tojullifyany  fairrilitfes  upon  tho 

*  perfonal  charaatrs  either  of  magi- 

*  ftrates  or  private  men,    or  any  lioei 

*  propirly  Jo  calUd.     Againft    fuch 

<  abufes  ofthe  prefs  the  laws  have  pso* 

*  vided  a  remedy  $   and    let  the  laws  . 

<  take  their  courfe)  it  it  for  the  intereft 

*  of  liheny  tlicy  fh 'uld  do  (b,  as  well  a* 
'  for  the  fecuiity  and  honour  of  sovern' 

*  ment  i    but  let  them  not  be  (trained 

*  into  oppreflion  hyforctd  con/hu^ion^ 

*  or  extraordinary  oQs  ofpo*wer^  alike 

*  repugrnant  to  natural  juftice,  and  to 
«  the  fpirit  of  a  free  (late.     Such  arbi* 

*  trary  pra^icet  no  p-ovocationcan  juf* 

*  tify,  no  preccdemt  warrant,  no  dan* 

*  gcr  excute.*  ^ 

The  ^ntleman  who  fpoke  tiiut  wai 
contradicted  by  another  of  the  compa- 
ny, whO|  with  great  warmth^  and  many 
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arguiT)fnf8»  Ri«inUined>  that  the  licenti* 
oufnefs  of  the  prefs  was  grown  of  late 
to  fuch  a  dangerous  Height  as  to  require 
ixtraordinary  remedies \  and  that,  if  it 
were  put  under  the  infpedtion  of  fome 
difcreet  and  judicious  perfon,  it  woM 
be  far  more  beneficial  to  t^epublick. 

•  I  agree  to  it/  anfwered  he,  •  upon 
*  one  condition,  tiz*    That  there  may 


*  be  likewife  em  inJ^eSotfor  thi  Pffw 

•  l»LB,  as  well  as  one  for  the  nwrtMi 

*  if  notiing  is  to  belicenfed  on  one  fide, 

♦  and  e'uery  thing  on  the  other,  it  would 
«  be  valtly  better  for  us  to  adopt  the 

•  eaftem  policr,  and  allow  no  printing 

*  here  at  all,  than  to  leave  it  uadd-yiir* 
«  m  fetrtial  e^e&me^^ 


LETTER    XLIX* 


tBLlliy  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


THE  fame  gemlenfRin,  who,  is  I 
told  thee  in  my  laft,  argued  fo 
ftrongly  for  the  liberty  of  the  prefsj  went 
on  with  his  difcourie  in  the  following 
manner, 

*  If  we  have  fo  nwch  feaibh  to  be 

*  unwilling,  that  what  we  j6/iii/ (hould 

*  be  under  the  infpeBion  of  the  court, 

*  how  mi.(^  more  may  we  complain  of 

*  a  new^wer  affumed  within  theie  taft 
^  fifty  years  by  all  the  courts  in  Europe, 
«  of  inJfteBingprvvate  Utters^  and  in- 

*  vading  the  iihert^  of  the  fofi?  The 
<  feciecy  and  fafety  ot  correfpondence  is 

*  a  point  of  fuch  confequence  to  man- 
'  kind  that  the  leaft  interruption  of.it 
'  would  be  ciiminal,  without  an  evident 

*  nectjfity^  but  that  of  courfe,  from  one 

*  year   to   another,  there  fhould   be  a 

*  conftafm  breach  of  it  publickly  avow- 

*  ed,  is  fuch  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 

*  focirr^,  as  one  cannot  but  wonder  at 

*  evenmthii  age^^ 

*  You  may  well  wonder,*  faid  I  to 
liim,  <  when  I  myfelf  am  quite  amazed 

*  to  hear  of  fu'  h  a  thing  $  the  like  of 
«  which    was  never    pra^ifed  among 

*  «/,  whom  you  Englifli  reproach  with 

*  being/^v//.     But  1  beg  you  to  in*  ' 

*  form  me  what  it  was  that  could  in- 

*  duce  a  free  people  to  give  up  all  the 

*  fecrets  of  their  buiinefs,  and  private 
'  thoughts,  to  the  curiofity  and  difcre« 
*■  tion  of  a  miniiler^  or  his  inferior  tools 
?  in  office?' 


FROM    LONB«H> 


*  They  never  gave  them  tip,'  anfwer- 
cd  he  $  *  but  rhofe  gentlemen  have  cx- 

ei«i  cd  this  power  by  their  own  au* 

thority,  unda*  pretence  of  Afcovering 

plots  againfl  the  fbte.' — «  No  dotibt,' 

feid  one  of  the  company,  «  it  is  a  great 

'  advantage  andeafe  to  the  government, 

to  be  acquainted  at  all  rimes  with  tl^ 

fentimcnts   of  confiderable    perfoM, 

becaufe  it  is  poflible  they  may  have 

fome  ill  intent/—*  It  is  very  true,' 

replied  the  other;  «  and  it  might  be  ftill 

'  a  greater  eafe  and  advantage  to  the 

government  to  have  a  Ucenfed  J^  ii 

every  houfe,    who  (houlJ  report  the 

moft  private   converfations,   and  let 

tlic  minifter  thoroughly  into  the  fe* 

crcts  of  every  family  in  the  kingdom. 

This    would    effcaually  deleft  and 

prevent  confpiracies:  but  would  an/ 

body  com^  in  to  it  on  that  account? 

*  Is  it  not  making  a  bad  comph'ment 
to  a  government,  to  flippofe  that  it 
could  not  be  fecured  without  fuch 
meafures  as  are  inconCflent  with  the 
end  for  which  itisdefigncd? 

*  But  fuch  in  generalis  the  wre»cheJ 
turn  of  modem  policyj  the  moll  fa- 
cred  ties  of  focicty  are  often  infringed 
to  promote  fome  prefent  intereft,  with- 
out confidering  how  fatal  it  may  prove 
in  it*s  remoter  confequences,  and  how 
gpreatly  we  may  want  thofe  ufeful 
barriers  we  have  fo  lightly  brokcft 
down.* 


LETTER    L. 


8ELIM,   TO  MIRZA  AT  tSPABAN. 


F»OM  tOlttOlf.' 
faw  a  Brliifc 


1Hj»d  lately  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a     monarchs  can  fhew|    I 
ftgi.t  which  lined  my  mind  beyond    fictt  liridcr  fjiJ  faH.     Nothing  can  be 
all  the*  maguiiicehce  that  ©ur  eaAsm    ima^tiied  auMC  poopous,  or  moie  tu- 

gaif 


PERSIAN    LETTBItS. 


mIH  Tbe  raft  fite  of  the  (hips,  and  the 
uuli  of  the  failors,  exceed  any  others 
now  ill  the  uiitvcrfe ;  nor  are  they  lefs 
veqowned  for  their  intrepidity.  The 
Mrhole  fpeflacle  gave  me  the  higheft  ideas 
«f  the  ttrength  of  this  nation^  a  i^rength 
not  confined  to  their  own  coafts,  hut 
equally  formidable  to  the  moft  didant 
|>art8  of  the  globcf 

Were  I  a  lining  of  England,  I  would 
never  receive  an  amhaflador  with  any 
folemiiity  but  inthe  cabin  o^^Jirft-raii 
mam  oftwar.  There  ts  the  true  leai  of 
his  empire;  and  from  tliat  throne  he 
fnight  awe  the  wbcle  world,  if  he  un- 
dertiood  how  to  exert  his  maritime  f0w 
fr  in  it's  bxW  (Irength,  an  i  was  wife 
enough  to  aim  at  no  other.  But,  by  an 
unaccountable  miftake  in  their  policy, 
many  kings  of  England  have  feeroed  to 
forget  that  their  dominions  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  an  ijlands  they  have 
been  as  ffeeply  engaged  in  the  aftiirs  of 
the  continent  as  the  moft  expofed  of  the 
dates  there;  and  neglefled  the  Tea,  to 
|rive  a|l  their  attention  to  expenfive  and 
f  villous  wars  undertaken  at  land.    Nay, 


S3 

what  >is  ihranser  (HU,  they  have  been 
fond  of  acqtd/uions  made  upon  the  con- 
tinent) not  confidcring  that  ^W/uch  or- 
qmJUionSt  inftead  of  encreafing  their  real 
ibength,  are  only  fo  many  nveak  and 
'vuinerable  parts,  in  which  they  aie 
liable  to  be  hurt  by  thofe  enemies  who 
could  not  poflibly  hurt  them  in  their 
natural  ftate,  as  the  ibvereigns  of  a 
powerful  idand.  Their  cafe  is  the  re- 
verfe  of  that  cxprefTed  by  the  poets  of 
Greec<;  in  the  fable  of  Ant«tis,  He 
was  (fay  thole  poets)  tbe  fin  tf  tbt 
earth  \  and  as  long  as  he  fought  upon 
her  furfacc,  even  Hercules,  the  ftrong- 
eft  of  heroes,  could  not  overcome  him  j 
but  being  drawn  from  thence,  he  was 
eafily  vanqui(hedi  the  Enelifti  (in  the 
iame  poetical  Ityle)  are  the  fins  of  tbt 
fiay  and  while  they  adhere  to  their  mo» 
ther,  they  afe  invinc  ible;  but  if  they  can 
once  be  drawn  out  of  that  fituation^ 
their  ftrength  forfaRes  them,  and  they 
ai'e  not  only  in  danger  of  bting  cru/bed 
by  x\it'\T  enemies y  but  may  bf  bugged  $$ 
death  even  by  ih^'ir  friends* 


LETTER    LL 

f SUM,  TO  IflRZA  aV  ISPAHAN. 


I  Am  returned  to  this  city,  from  which 
'  I  have  made  a  long  excurfion,  and 
am  goinff  to  give  thee  an  account  how  I 
have  pafled  my  time.  A  friend  of  mine, 
who  lives  in  a  part  of  England  diftaut 
from  the  capital,  invited  me  to  fpend  the 
fummer  at  his  houfe:  mycunofi^y  to 
fte  (bmething  new,  and  a  natural  love 
to  fields  and  groves  at  this  (ea^  of  tlie 
year,  made  me  glad  to  accept  of  his  pro- 
posal • 

The  firft  thing  that  ftni^k  an?  in  kav- 
tng  London,  was  to  find  all  th&  country 
cultivated  like  one  great  garden.  This 
is  the  genuine  eflfeA  of  that  happy  liber- 
ty  which  the  Eogliih  enjoy  t  where  pro- 
ptity  is  fecure,  induftry  will  exert  itfelfj 
and  fuch  is  the  force  of  iiiduAry,  that, 
without  any  particular  idvantages  of  foil 
or  climate,  the  lands  aboxit  this  city  are 
of  a  hundred  times  greater  profit  to  their 
owners,  than  the  ben -tempered  and  moft 
fertile  fpots  of  Afia  to  the  fubje^ts  of  the 
Sophi  or  the  'I'urk. 

Another  circumftance,  which  engag- 
ed iny   attention  throughout  all   my 


rten  loifDoif. 
journey,  was  the  vaft  number  of  fine 
feats  that  adorned  the  way  as  I  travelled 
along,  and  ieemed  to  exprefs  a  certain 
rnrai  greatnefi  extremely  becoming  a 
free  pcopie.  It  looked  to  me  as  if  ihen 
who  were  poflefted  of  fuch  magnificent 
retreats  were  above  depending  on  a 
couit,  and  had  wifely  fixed  thelcene  of 
th^ir  pride  and  pleafi  re  in  the  centre  of 
their  own  eftates,  where  tiiey  could 
really  make  thtmielvts  moft  confider- 
able.  And,  indeed,  this  notion  is  true 
in  fa6l;  for  it  has  always  been  the  po- 
licy of  princes  that  wanted  to  be  abtb. 
lute,  to  draw  gentlemen  away  from  their 
country- feats,  and  ulace  them  about  a 
court,  as  well  tP  d^prve  them  of  the 
popularity  which  hofpitaiity  mit^ht  ac- 
quire, as  to  render  them  cold  to  the  in- 
terett  of  the  country  >  and  wholly  devot- 
ed to  themfelves.  Thus  wc  have  often 
been  told  by  our  friend  L'ft)ec,  that  the 
court  and  capital  of  Fi-ance  is  crouded 
with  ncbility,  while  in  the  i>rovinces 
there  is  fcarce  a  manfion-houfethatis  not 
falling  to  mini  an  infallible  fign  of  Aie 
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decay  ami  doimftU  of  te  oobilicir  k- 
feli!  Thalewhoremeo)herwh«t£ngUnd 
was  fort}*  years  affo»  £petk  with  much 
uneaiiQefs  of  the  change  they  obfeire  in 
tiiis  paiti^iltr;  and  complain,  that  their 
fouatiymen  aic  making  haiU  to  copy 


the  French,,  by  abandoouig  Aeir  fastSlf 

(tzXMf  and  living  too  coniiwtly  ta  town: 
but  tbia  is  not  vet  fenfible  to  a  fbreigntf . 
Thou  maye^  exped  the  fennel  J[mj 
journey  in  other  letters* 


LETTER    LII. 


lILIMy  TO  MIUZA   AT  ISPAMAV. 


FBOM  I,0ir»O|l« 


t 


IT  hai>petaed  when  I  fet  out  from 
lK)nm>n,  that  the  parliament,  which 
)lad  fat  feven  years,  was  juft  di^Tolved,  and 
fictions  for  a  new  one  were  carrying  on 
11  over  England.  My  firlt  day's  fta^ 
_jad  nothing  in  it  remai-kable,  more  than 
what  I  obTerved  to  thee  in  my  hft. 
j^ut  when  1  came  to  the  town  where  I 
was  to  lodze,  1  found  the  ftreets  all 
crouded  witn  men  and  women*  who  gave 
me  a  lively  ivlea  of  what  I  have  read  of 
the  ancient  Bacchanals,  fnftead  of  ivy» 
they  carried  oahen  boughs,  were  exceed- 
ing drunk  and  mutinous^  but  at  the 
fame  time  mighty  sealous  for  religion. 
My  Perfian  habir  drew  them  all  about 
me,  and  I  found  they  were  much  puz- 
zled  what  to  make  of  me.  Some  faid 
I  was  a  German  minifter,  fent  by  the 
couit  to  corrupt  the  ele6^ors{  upon 
which  fuggeftioh,  I  had  like  to  have 
been  torn  in  pieces  :  others  fancied  me 
•  Jefuit;  but  at  left  they  agreed  I  was  a 
pmtmtebatUtn  and,  as  fuch>  conduced  me 
to  my  irn  with  great  rtfpef^.  When  I 
was  fafcly  delivered  from  this  dauges*, 
I  took  a  reiulution  to  lay  afide  my  fo- 
reign dreft,  that  I  mi|(ht'travel  with  lefs 
diiturbance}  and  fell  mto  difcourfe  upon 
what  had  jpafled  with  ^  gentleman  that 
accompanied  i^e  in  mj  journey,     It 


ieeined  to  me  very  ftrange,  that  in  la 
affair  of  fo  great  importance  as  the  choice 
of  k  guardian  for  their  liberties»  men 
Aiould  drink  themfeives  out  of  their  rea- 
fon.  I  a/ked,  whetherriots  of  this  kind 
were  common  at  ihefe  tiroes.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  the  whole  hufinefs  of  the 
candidates  was  to  pervert  and  confound 
the  underftandin^  of  thofe  that  chu/e 
them»  by  all  imaginable  ways:  that 
fr  >m  the  day  they  began  to  make  tl*dr 
inteieft,  there  was  nothing  but  idlenefs 
and  debauchery  among  the  oommos 
pople:  the  care  of  their  families  is  ncg- 
le^edj  trades  and  manufadures  areata 
ftand;  and  fuch  a  habit  of  difordcr  is 
brought  upon  them,  that  it  reqniiu  the 
beft  part  of  ffvtn  years  to  fettle  them 
again.    *  And  yet,'  continued  he,  *thit 

*  evil,  great  as  it  b,  may  be  reckoned 

*  one  of  :be  /ro/?  attending  the|e  ^iffairs. 
'  Could  we  brmg  our  eUAors  to  con* 
'  tent  thcmielves  with  being  made  dnmk 

*  for  a  year  together,  we  might  hope  ta 

*  prefervc  our  conftitution^  but  it  is  the 

<  fikeff  4Mifidemti  corruptum^  the  cool 

*  bargaining  £or  a  (ale  of  their  liberties. 

*  that  will  be  the  certain  undoiingof 
'  thi»  natjon,  whenever  a  wtcl^  i 

<  Aei-  ihait  be  the  purcbaftr/ 


LETTER    LUL 


tlLllfy  TO  MIR9IA   AT  Kf FASAM. 


THE  next  day  brought  us  intoi^ 
county  town,  where  the  ele^ion 
for  the  city  and  the  ihire  were  canving 
on  together.  It  was  with  fome  difficulty 
tliat  we  made  our  way  through  t>yo  or 
three  mobs  of  dil&rent  p^Mtjes,  that 
obliged  us  By  turns  to  declaire  ourfidves 
for  their  rcfpeAive  fa£^ions.  Some  of 
them  wore  in  their  hats  tob^coo-laveti 


rsow  LOft0di«« 
and  ieenied  pnncipillT  concerned  for 
the  honour  oT  that  noble  plant,  which 
thev  (aid  had  been  ttucked  bj  the  mi^ 
oiftry  I  and  in  this  I  heartily  jo^ied  widi 
them,  being  myielf  a  great  admirer  of 
it's  virtues,  like  moft  of  my  coumiy- 
men.  When  we  came  tp  our  ino»  I 
entertaiM  myielf  with  adclng  mr  fcl« 
)ovf-traveller  ipteftiopt  abovt  deponi. 
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^Tbe  tliiB^  wit'fi^  ntw  tome,  that  is 
UMiDV  potnts  I  could  not  believe  him. 
Aft  (or  inibnce«  it  feems  verj  odd,  that 
«  corporation  fbould  take  fuch  a  fudde^ 
liking  to  aroan^B  face,  whom  they  never 
Aw  before,  aa  to  prefer  biro  Q>  a  family 
diat  had  /erved  them  time  out  of  .mind : 
yet  thia,  I  was  afiured,  yery  often  hap- 
Ipcncd}  and,  what  was  ili-an^er  IHU,  on  , 
the  recommendation  of  another  perfpn, 
"who  was  no  heiter  known  to  them  than 
Iitinii^.  My  indruaor  added,  that 
there  war  in  England  one  man  fo  ex- 
tremely ^/ic^,  tbot^  be  never  4^t£t' 
sdfopmtrityf  that  a  line  from  him,  ac- 
compttnied  with  two  or  three  bits  of  a 
particular  fort  of  paper,  was  enough  to 
jUre£^  half  the  na*i«kn  in  the  (^O'ce  of 
their  repreientative«. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  repeat  to  thee 
^  the  tricks  which  be  told  roe  other 
yntlemen  were  forced  to  life,  to  get 
tbemieivcs  ele^ed.  One  way  of  being 
well  with  a  corporation  (which  a  Per- 
:£an  would  hardly  conceive)  is  to  kifs  all 
their  *wnf£S»  .  My  comi^anion  contdTed 
to  me,  that  he  himfdf  had  formerly  been 
€>hliged  logo  through  this  laho'ious  io- 
iicitation,  ^nd  had  met  with  fume  okl 
women  in  his  way,  who  made  him  pay 
dear  for  their  intereft.  *  But  thefe  mt- 
.<  tboJt,*  faid  he,  *  and  other  arts  of 
*  popularity,  are  growing  out  of  faihion 
«  every  day.  Wt  now  court  our  elcc- 
^  torsy  as  we  do  our  miftreies,  by  ftnd- 
'  ing  a  notary  to  tbem  with  a  propofal; 
^  if  they  like  the  leitleroent,  it  is  no 
«  matter  how  they  like  the  van  that 
^' makes  itj  but  i£  we  difagrec  about 
«  $kaif   other  pcdrnfions  an  of  very 


littls  uft.  And  ti^walie  iht  cwBpa* 
riion  the  jufter^  the  members  thus 
cho^n  hare  no  more  regard  to  tlirir 
venal  conftituents,  than  hi^ads  id 
married  to  their  wives.*  I  aiked,  if 
they  had  ao  laws  againft  comiptiom 
'  Yes,'  faid  he,  *  very  ftrongones;  but 
corruption  is  Wronger  than  the  laws. 
If  the  m^flrates  in  Pciiia  wene  «a 
fell  wiije,  it  would  iignify  very  tittlfe 
that  your  law  forbids  the  drinking  it. 
How  is  it  poflible,*  faid  I,  •to  bnbei 
whole  nation  to  the  undoing  itlbtf'?'*^ 
It  \%  not  potlible,*  anfwered  he$  <  feat 
the  misfortane  of  our  govemmcnt^tt, 
that  the  majority  of  tHfc  reprc&ntativa 
body  is  cboien,  not  by  the  wk(^  aa« 
tion,  but  by  t/m^U tad^twy  meag^ft 
efit.  There  are  a  number  af  boroaght, 
which  have  at  oreleiK  no  other  ttitSt 
\\myfendimg  memb^s  /p  far^mmM^ 
and  whofe  inhabitants  think  the  right 
oifilHag  themfdl^s  tuad  their  coumlff 
the  only  valuable  privilege  eS  Eogliflt. 
men.  Time  has  produced  thisevif^ 
which  was  quite  tmfoiefecn  ia  the  ori- 
ginal frame  of  our  conAitutions  antl 
time  alone  can  furni/ii  occafions  and 
means  of  applying  an  adequate  i^«>e- 
4y.  .  Before  it  .can  be  thomitghly 
cured«  one  of  (wo  very  unlikely  things 
muftcometo  pais:  either  a  caurf  muft 
be  fo  difimevefted  as  to  caert  ail  it^ 
power  for  the  redrtffinganevil  adwi- 
tageous  to  itlelf|  or  a  pi^wlar  party,  fti 
flrong  as  to  give  laws  to  the  eoort, 
mgft  have  vinue  enaogh  to  yentuiv 
^/g^'V  ^^^y  as  wf IJ  as  ^/W. 
ingyjtbe  tro'um^  iorthe  iakeof  r^EMTV. 
mgibi  CONSTITUTLON.' 


LETTER    LIV. 


SBLIM>  TO  MIR3^A  AT  ISPAHAN. 


OK  tht  third  day  our  travels  wtre  at 
an  end,  and  I  arrived  at  my  friend^s 
houiewith  ali  thcplsafare  ^hich  were- 
leeive  from  retirement  and  rspofe,  i|fter  a 
life-  of  tumult  and  fatigue.  I  was  as 
weary  of  ele^lions  as  if  I  had  been  a 
candidate  my(Vlft  and  coDld  not  help 
ip^prefling  ipy  fui^riae  that  the  general 
diforder  oa  thefe  occafione  had  not 
Wought  ibme  fatal  mi&hief  upon  the 
natiDn. '  That  svain  not  iindoae  by  it»* 
npfNliDj  i^m^  *  k  entiftly  owing  ii> 


TSOM  Loitabw. 


the  happv  circamftasca  of  oar  beifig 
an  iflaiid.  Were  we  feaied  on  the 
continent,  every  eleAion  of  a  new 
parliament  would  infallibly  draw  oit 
an  invafion.*— •  It  is  not  only  from 
enemies  abroad  that  yau  are  in  daa- 
ger>*  at)lwered  1}  i  one  would  think 
that  the  violence  of  demeAiflk  f^uds 
(hpuld  of  it(elf  overturn  your  conlK* 
tutioo,  as  it  has  fo  ounv  otherst  and 
how  yoa  have  beoi  able  to  efcaue  ia 
Icmg,  IA  the  wonder  of  all  who  have 
<  bcdl 
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*  been  bred  vp  utWIer  abfolute  monar- 

*  chies  i  for  they  are  taught,  that  the 

*  fupcrior  advantage  of  their  form  of 

*  government  confifh  in  the  ftreng^h  of 
<  union {  and  that  in  other  dates,  where 
^  power  18  more  divided,  a  pernicious 

*  confafion  mull  enfiJe.' — •  They  argue 

*  rightly  enough,*  faid  the  gentleman 
who  came  along  with  n>c ;     'but  they 

*  carry  the  argomerit  too  fv.  Nodonbc, 
^  factions  are  the  natural  inconveniences 

*  of  all  free  govemmeiits,  as  oppreffion 

*  is  too  apt  to  attend  on  arbitrary  pow- 
^  cr.     But  the  difference  lies  here,  that 

*  in  an  abfolute  monarchy,  a  tyrant  has 
•^  notjiingtoreftraiii  him;  whereas  par- 
'*  ties  are  not  only  a  controul  on  thofe 

*  that  |rovern,  but  on  each  other;  nay, 

*  they  are  even  a  controvl  ttpon  tbem- 

*  fii*V€it  as  the  leaders  of  them  dare  not 

*  give  a  loofe  to  their  own  particular 

*  paDions  and  defignfl,  for  fear  of  hurt- 

*  ing  their  credit  with  thofe  whom  it  is 
* 'their  intereft  to  manage  and  pleaie. 

*  Bciides,thatitisea6ertoinfedapnnce 
«  with  a  (uirit  of  tvranny,  than  a  nation 

*  with  a  Ipirit  of  faftioBj  and  where  the 

*  discontent  is  not  general,  the  mifchief 

*  will  be  light.    To  eneage  m  whoFe 

<  people  in  a  revolt,  the  higheft  provo* 

*  cations luuA  be  given;  in  fuch  a  cafe, 

<  the  diforder  is  not  chargeable  on  thofe 

<  that  defend  their  libertib,  but  on  the 

*  aggrefibr  that  invades  them.     Parties 

<  in  fociety  are  like  tempeft«  in  th^  na- 

*  toral  woi'ldt  they  caufe,  indeed,  a  very 

*  great  difturbance;  and,  when  violent, 

*  tear  up  every  thing  that  oppoles  them; 

*  but  then  they  purge  away  many  no xt- 

*  ous  qualities,  and  prevent  a  ftagna- 

*  aon  which  would  be  fatal.  All  nations 


that  live  in  a  quiet  fbnrerf  miy  bepriN 
perly  faid  to  ftagnate;  and  ha|ipy 
would  tt  be  for  them,  if  they  were  roolM 
and  put  in  motion  by  that  f^irit  <£ 
fa^ion  they  dread  {o  much;  for,  let  the 
confeqnences  of  refiftano*  be  what  ther 
would,  they  can  produce  nothing  worn 
than  a  confirmed  and  cibbiiihed  lervi- 
tude:'but,  generally,  fuch  a  feroieiit 
in  a  nation  throws  off  what  is  moft 
oppreflrve  to  it,  and  fettles  hj  degrees 
into  a  better  and  more  eligible  liate. 
Of  this  we  have  received  abundant 
pri>ofi  for  there  is  hardly  a  privilege 
belonging  to  us  which  has  not  beea 
gained  by  popular  difcontent,  and  pre- 
^'ved  by  frequent  oppofition.  1  may 
add,  that  we  have  known  many  in- 
ftances,  where  parties,  though  ever  (a 
entiamed  again  ft  each  other,  have  onit* 
ed,  from  a  fenfe  of  comnnon  danger, 
and  joined  in  feoiring  their  comfnoa 
happineff .  And  this  is  more  eifilf 
done,  when  the  points  that  were  oace 
the  ^reat  fubjeds  of  heat  and  dtvifioi 
are  either  wjra  out  by  time,  or  changed 
by  the  cleiierand  hmmt  temperate  me- 
dium through  which  they  are  fees: 
for  in  that  cafe,  parlies,  which  thought 
that  they  Aood  at  a  very  great  diftaoce 
from  one  another,  may  find  themidvet 
brought  very  near;  and  the  only  ftps* 
rmtUn  remaining  would  be  the  ifeisid 
and  gnterlafiing  one,  between  bn^ 
men  and  knavej^  w^i  mun  andjM. 
That  this  may  happen,  experience 
Aews;  and  this,  I  think,  ou^tta  free 
us  from  the  reproach  of  facnficingour 
country  to  our  divifions;  and  make 
thofe  defpair  of  fuccefs,  th|a  htfi  1$ 


LETTER    LV. 


SELIM,  TO  MIR 

FOR  the  firft  month  of  my  being  In 
the  country,  we  did  nothing  from 
morning  till  night,  but  difpiite  about 
the  government.  The  natural  beauties 
round  about  us  were  little  attended  to, 
fo  much  were  we  taken  up  with  our  en- 
quiries into  political  defers.  My  two 
companions  dirae[reed  in  many  points; 

-though  I  am peiiuaded thev  both  meant 
the  fame  thing,  and  were  aimofl  equally 

•^ood  fubjefts  and  good  citizens.  I 
f«metimes  fancied,  that  X  had  leaiited  a 


ZA  AT  ISFAHAM. 

raoif  ttNDOjr, 
great  deal  in  thefe  debates;  but  when  I 
came  to  put  my  learning  together.  I 
found  mvfelf  not  much  wifer  than  be- 
fore. The  roafter  of  the  houfe  was  irt- 
clined  to  the  fide  of  the  court,  ff6t  from 
any  interefted  or  ambitious  views,  but, 
as  he  faid;-from  a  principleof  <xtf£]jg^/iti 
this  word  is  one  of  thofe  diftmdioils 
which,  for  little  \fi%  than  a  century,  have 
divided  and  perplexed  this  nation.  The 
oppofite  party  are  calletl  tmes.  They 
have  at  ftrong  an  antipathy  to  cached^, 
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m  Ae  folloWtn  of  Hali  to  thofe  of  Of- 
iiian.  I  defired  my  friend  to  give  me 
ioine  certain  mjwk  by  which  I  might 
know  one  from  the  other.  <  The  wbigSf* 
iaid  he,  *  are  they  that  are  now  in  pLace^ 

*  and  the  toriis  are  ihcy  that  zttout,' — 
«  I  underftand  you,'  returned  I  j  *  the 

<  difference  is  only  tben-^  fo  that  iFthey 

*  who  are  now  toriest  were  emplo^ei, 

*  they  would  inftantly  become  'wbigs\ 

*  and  if  the  lohigs  were  removed,  they 
^  would  be  toriesJ''^*  Not  fo,*  anfwcrcd 
lie  withfome  warmth;  '  there  is  a  gieat 

*  difference  in  their  principles  and  their 
«  condu6l/— *  Ay/  faid  I,  *  let  me  hear 
'  that,  and  then  I  (hall  be  able  to  chufe 

<  my  party.*—*  The  fortes t*  faid  he,  *  are 

*  for  advancing  the poiver  of  t  he  (roivff, 

*  and  making  the  d>f;^the  tools  of  their 

*  ambition.  When  they  were  in  power, 
'  they  tweakened  owf  ancient  allies,  dtf 

*  graced  our  arms,  hurt  our  trade,  loft 
^  our  honour^  and  were  affiftaut  (a  the 

*  grcatnefs  of  France.* 

•  You  furprixe  me!*  replied  I;  *  for 
^  I  have  heard  all  this  imputed  tofomey 

*  who  you  affure  me  are  good  nvhigJi 

*  nay,  the  very  pillars  of  avhiggi/m,* 

*  I  will  explain  that  matter  to  you  im- 
••  mediately,'  laid  the  geniletnan  that 
came  down  with  me.  *  Whiggifm  is  an 
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*  indelible  cbaraffir^    like'  ipifcopaefw 

*  for  as  he  who  ha^  once  been  a  bi/bopp 

*  though  he  no  longer  perform  any  of 

<  the  offices  and  duties^  of  his  fun6lion> 

*  is  a  b'tft)op  neverthelefs;  fo  he  who  hat 
'  once  been  a  whig,  let  him  ad  never 

*  fo  contrary  to  his  principles,  is  never* 

*  thelefs  a  'wbig\  and  as  all  true  church- 

*  men  are  obliged  in  confeience  to  ^w- 

*  knofwlet^e  the  firft,  fo  all  true  whigt 

*  are  in  duty  bound  io  fuppori  the  la£.* 

•  Very  well,*  faid  I ;  *  but  are  there 

*  none  whotlfffi^r  from  this  ortbodox  bt* 

*  lirf?*^*  Yes,'  faid  he,  •  certain  ob^ 

<  ftinate  feople^  but,  like  other  SJfent* 

*  erSt  they  are  punifhed  for  tbeir  f^pa- 

*  ration,  by  being  excluded  from  aS 

*  places  of  truft  and  profit.* 

•  A  heavy  punifhmcnt  indeedr  an- 
fwered  I,  *  and  more  likely  to  dsmimjk 

*  tke  feS  than  any  other  kind  of  perlc- 

*  cution.    But   if  you    will    allow  a 

*  fhanger  to  gire  any  advice  in  your  af- 

*  fairs,  I  think  you  fhould  pull  down  at 

*  once  thefe  enjigns  of  party,  which  are, 

*  indeed ,yi2^  colours  hung  out  by/ar- 
'  tion;  and  let  up,  inflead  of  them,  on& 

*  national ftandard,  which  aJF  who  leave, 

*  by  whatever  name  they  may  cal 
*■  theinfelves,  ihould  be  coniidered  an^ 
«  ufedas^i^/#r/.* 


LETTER    LVI. 


5ELIM,  TO  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


IWent  with  my  country  friend,  fome 
days  ago,  to  make  a  vilit  in  a  neigh- 
bouring county,  to  the  prelate  of  that 
diocefc.  His  chara6tcr  is  fo  extraordi- 
*nary,  that  not  to  give  it  to  thee,  would 
be  departing  from  the  rule  I  have  laid 
down,  to  let  nothing  that  is  ftngular 
efcape  my  notice.  In  the  firfl  plaLC,  he 
refides  confbintly  on  his  drocefe,  and  has 
done  fo  for  many  \ears:  he  alks  nothing 
of  the  court  for  htinfelf  or  famil^r;  he 
boards  up  no  wealth  for  his  relations^ 
but  lavs  out  the  revenues  of  his  fee  in  a 
drcent  hofpitality,  and  a  charily  void  of 
ottentation.  At  his  firft  entrance  into 
the  world,  he  diftingtfifhed  himielf  by  a 
Teat  for  the  liberty  of  his  country,  and 
had  a  confiderable  fhjre  in  bnnging  on 
the  Revolution  that  preferved  it.  His 
principles  aever  altered  by  bis  yrefcr- 


raoM  toH/SOK* 
ment:  he  never  proflituted  his  pen,  nor 
dcbafcd  his  charad<r,  by  party  difputet 
or  blind  compliance.  Th.iugh  he  is 
vvarmlv  ierious  in  the  belief  of  his  reli- 
gion, he  is  moderate  to  all  who  differ 
from  bijB :  he  knows  no  dillin<Slion  of 
party»  but  extends  his  good  offices  alike 
to  whig  and  tory^  a  friend  to  virtue  un- 
der any  demmination;  an  enemy  to  vice 
under  any  colours.  Hts  health  and  old 
age  are  the  tSsSis  of  a  temperate  life 
and  a  quiet  confcience  t  though  he  is 
now  ipuie  years  above  fouvfcore,  nobody 
ever  thought  he  lived  too  long,  unleit 
it  wab  otst  of  an  impatience  tofucceed 
bvn. 

This  excellent  perfon  entertained  m« 
with  the  greateft  humanity,  and  feemed 
to  take  a  particular  delight  in  being  ufe- 
fill  and  ioibru^vc  to  a  raranger.  To  tell 
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thm  tto  mtk,  Mim,  I  wtt  (^  aft6M 
with  the  )Metf  and  Tutut  of  thin  teach- 
er*; the  Chnftian  religion  appeared  to 
flu  !•■  amiable  inbit  cbarader  aad  man* 


nersy  that»  if  thcf  tod»of  edocadoo  lia< 
not  rooted  Mohometifm  in  tnj  heart*  ht 
waM  eertaialy  hmt  wude  a  convert  «£ 
me. 


LETTER    EVIL 


•tjbll(t»  TO  aiflLZA  At  ISPAHAN. 


TM^oU  LOifpthr^ 


T^yCT  long^ftiy  in  the  country  gave 
XVx  mc  leifure  to  read  a  good  6c%U 
I  applied  myfclf  to  hiftory,  paiticularly 
that  ofEnglandj  for  rightly  to  underdand 
what  a  nation  is,  one  fliould  previoufly 
learn  what  it  bos  bent.  If  I  complain- 
cd  of  the  different  accoimts  which  are 
given  by  the  BngtiHi  of  themlelves  in 
their  prefent  circum^nces,  I  have  no 
lefs  reaiiNi  to  complain  of  their  hii^ri- 
ens*,  pafl  tranfa^ions  are  fo  varioofly  re- 
lated, and  with  fuch  a  mixture  of  pre- 
judice on  both  fideSy  that  it  is  as  hard  to 
know  truth  from  their  relations,  as  reli-P- 
gion  from  the  comments  of  divines. 
The  great  article  in  which  they  differ 
inoff,  IS  the  ancient  power  of  the  crown, 
and  that  of  the  parliament:  according 
to  fome,  the  latter  is  no  moVe  than  an 
encroachment  on  the  former;  but,  ac- 
cording to^bersj  it  is  as  old  as  the  ino- 
narchy  ttfelf. 

This  point  is  debated  with  great 
warmth,  and  a  multitude  of  proofs  ai- 
Jedgcd  by  either  party:  yet  the  import* 
ance  of  the  controverly  is  not  fo  great  as 
fome  may  conceive  it.  For  many  hun- 
dred years,  the  point  is  out  of  difputej 
but  fuppolfe  it  were  otherwife,  would  it 
follow  from  thence,  that  the  parliamen- 
tary powers  are  ufurpations  ?  No,  Mir- 
la,  no|  if  liberty  were  but  a.  year  old, 
the  EngHfh  would  have  juft  as  good  a 
right  to  claim  and  to  preferve  it,  as  if  it 
had  been  handed  down  to  thfem  from 
many  ages ;  for,  allowing  that  their  an- 
cettors  were  (hives  through  weaknefs  or 
want  of  fpirh,  is/Utvefy  fo  *valuable  att 


inbirkamee,  that  it  neveiMnuft  be  paoed 
with?    Is  a  long  prefcnption  nerefury  tv 

five  force  to  the  natural  rights  of  ntan^ 
ind?  If  the  privileges  of  the  people  of 
England  be  conceffitm  from  the  crown^ 
is  not  the  power  of  the  crown  itfelf  m 
cone^n  from  the  people  ?  However,  it 
mud  be  confeffed,  that  though  a  long 
poflTeifion  of  abfolute  power  can  give  no 
right  to  continue  it  againtt  the  natural 
claim  of  the  people  in  behalf  of  their  lt«. 
berties,  whenever  ti>at  claim  iball  be 
made;  yet  a  long  poAe^ion  of  freedooi 
ferves  to  efiablifh  and  ftrengthen  oHgi. 
nal  right,  or,  at  leaft,  m&es  it  more 
ihameful  to  give  it  up.  I  will  thercfofe 
(ketch  out  to  thee,  aa-  (bort  as  I  can^  m 
my  next  letters,  the  refult  of  what  I  have 
read,  and  what  I  have  thought  on  this 
fubje^,  not  with  the  minute  eza£tne£i 
of  a  political  critick,  who  of  all  criticka 
would  tire  thee  mo(V,  hut  by  fuch  a 
genera]  view  of  the  feveral  changes  this 
govemrbent  has  uiulergone,  as  may  Ut 
the  true  ftate  of  it  pietty  clearly  before 
thee.  Further  than  this  it  would  be  al« 
mod  impofHble  for  a  (Granger  to  go  upoa 
that  fubjeft,  or  for  one  fo  didant  as 
thou  art  either  to  receive  or  defire  infor- 
mation :  nor,  indeed,  were  it  more  feaiible, 
(hould  I  think  it  of  ufe  to  engage  in 
a  inuch  Iarj|*er  detail.  It  is  with  enqui. 
ries  into  the  conftitutions  of  nations,  aa 
with  enquiries  into  the  conliitution  %^  the 
univcrfe;  thofe  who  are  moft  nicely  ca- 
rious about  particular  and  trifling  parts» 
are  often  tWe  who  iee  lead  of  the 
whole. 


*  Tlie'ttanlhtorfuppofes  tfuc  the  aethor  meant  Dr.  J«ha  Hoogh,  Biihop  of  Wbr. 
ceffer.  [This  veaerableprdate  died  March  %%  1743,  aged  nioe^-cluee}  haMog  been  a 
bHhofakaoft  fifty<*tktct  years.] 
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11*  has  been  an  ufual  piece  of  vanity 
in  the  writers  of  every  nation,  to  re- 
prefent  the  original  conftitutions  of  their 
refpeflive  ftates*  as  founded  on  deep-laid 
fyttems  and  plans  of  poHcy,  in  which 
they  imagine  that  they  difcover  the  utmoft 
refinements  of  human  wifdom  ;  where- 
as, in  truth,  they  are  often  the  efFe^ls  of 
downright  chance,  and  produced  by  the 
force  of  certain  circumftances,  or  the 
iimpfe  diftatcs  of  nature  itfelf,  out  of  a 
regard  to  forf»e  prefent  expediency,  and 
y<mh  h'ttle  providence  to  the  future. 

Such  was  the  original  of  the  celebrat- 
ed Gothitk  government,  that  was  for- 
merly fpread  all  ovfcr  Europe.  It  was 
produced,  not  in  a  cabinet,  but  a  camp  { 
and  owes  much  Icfs  to  the  prudence  of 
a  Icgiflatpr,  than  to  the  neccflity  of  the 
times  which  gave  ft  birth. 

The  people  that  introduced  it  into 
Britain,  and  every  where  elfe,  were  a 
'miiltitude  of  foldiers,  unacqiiainted  with 
any  thing  but  war  :  their  Itader,  for  the 
better  carrying  it  on,  was  invcfted  with  a 
•fort  of  regal  power;  and  when  it  hap- 
pened that  the  war  continued  long,  ne 
, acquired  a  prefcriptive  authority  over 
thofe  who  had  been  accuflomed  to  obey 
his  orders;  bnt  this  authority  was  direft- 
cd  by  the  advice  of  the  other  officers, 
and  dependant  on  the  good  Irking  of  the 
ai-my,  from  which  alone  it  was  derived  : 
in  like  manner,  the  firtt  revenues  of  this 
leader  were  nothing  more  than  a  .title  to 
a  larger  (hare  in  the  common  booty,  or 
'the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  fol- 
diers out  o^  the  wealth  acquired  under 
his  coftimand  ;  but  had  he  attempted  to 
take  a  horfe  or  cow,  or  any  part  of  the 
plunder,  from  the  meaneft  foldier,  with- 
out his  fi-ee  con  fen  t,  a  mutiny  would 
certainly  have  enfued,  and  the  violation 
,of  property  .been  revenged.    From  thefe 
principles,  we  may  naturally  draw  the 
whole  .form  of  the  Saxon  or  Gothick 
government.     When  thele  invaders  be- 
came mafters  of  kingdoms,  and  not  only 
ravaged  them,    but  fettled   there,    thie 
geneial  was  changed  into  a  king,  the 
f  fficert  into^nobks,  the  council  ot  war 


raoM  LONOOK* 
into  a  council  of  ftate,  and  the  body  of 
the  foldiery  itfelf  into  a  general  aflem- 
bly  of  all  the  freemen.     A  principal 
•ftiare  of  the  conquefts,  as  it  had  been  of 
the  fpoils,  was  freely  allotted  to   the 
prince,  and  the  reft  by  him  diftribvted 
according  to  rank  and  merit  among  hit 
troops  and  followers,  under  certain con*> 
ditlons  agreeable  to  the  Saxon  cnftomt. 
Hence  the  diffei-ent   tenures, r*  and   the 
fervices  founded  upon  them  j  hence  the 
vaflalage,  or  rather  fervitude,   of  the 
conquered,  who  were  obliged  to  till  the 
lands  which  they  had  loft,  for  the  con*, 
querors  who  had  gained  them,  or  at  Heft 
to  hold  thhtn  ot  thofe  new  proprietors 
on  fuch  hard  and  flaviOi  terms  as  the^ 
thouglit  fit  to  impofe.     Henc^  lik^ife 
the  riches  of  the  clergy,  and  their  early 
authority  in  the  Rate  i  for  thofe  people, 
being  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  in  the 
fame  degree,  and  heated  wiih  the  aeal 
of  a  new  converfion,  thought  they  could 
not  do  too  much  for  their  teachers,  but, 
with  a  confiderable  fljare  of  the  con- 
quered lands,  admitted  them  to  a  large 
paiticipatien  of  dominion  itlelf.    Thus, 
without  any  fettled  defign,  or  fpecuJa- 
tive  fkill,  this  conftitotion  in  a  manner 
formed  itfcif  j  and  it  was  the  betttr  f4r 
that  reafon,  as  there  was  more  of  nature 
in  it,    and    little  of  p^&tkal  mjfiery^ 
which,  wherever  it  prevaik,  is  the  banc 
of  publick   good.     A  goveminent  io 
eftabi  filed  cwuld  admit  of  no  pretence 
of  z  power  in  the  \C\n7,  trcmf< aidita  to 
laiVi  or  an  unalterable  right  in  the  luft- 
ceflion.     It  couW  neVer  Come  into  tBe 
heads  of  fuch  a  people,  tiiat  they  We|e 
to   fubmit  to  a  tyranny  for  cmfcunie 
fahe\   or,  that  their  libertiea  «vere  net 
every  way  z^facred  as  the  prerogative 
of  their  prince.     They  could  never  be 
brought  to  underftand,  that  there  was 
fuch  a  thing  as  r^afin  of  ftate  diftinft 
iroin  the  Ciinnnen  reaton  ot  roaokinil  { 
much  lefs  would  they  allow  pernicious 
meafures  to  pafs  unqueftioned,  or  un- 
punifhed,  under  the  ridiculous  fan6lion 
of  that  name. 
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tlLIll»  TO    MIUZA   AT   ISPAHAir* 


moM  i^ovntt. 


I  Give  thee  in  my  Uft  a  (hort  account 
of  the  fir(i  rife  and  CQnftruAton  of 
the  Saxon  Kovemmcnt,  op  very  plain, 
tndfimple  foundations.     It  was»  per- 
iia|M»  the  moft  frn  of  all  the  limited 
SRonarchiet  that  have  been  known  in  the 
«vorld.  The  nobles  and  people  had  fuch 
«  (hare  in  the  legiflaturei  and  I'uch  a 
iweiffht  tn  the  governmenr,  that  the  king 
^ould  do  nothing  but  with  their  aflllt- 
ance,  and  by  their  advice.     He  could 
not  opprefs  them  by  force,  hecaufe  they 
were  armed  and   he  ^as  wt^   unlefs 
»rhen  they  employed  their  arpu  in  hi« 
fenrice  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom* 
He  could  not  cpnruj>t  them  \  for  all  of- 
fices of  power  or  judicature  were  then 
tUBwe^  the  eftate  of  the  crown  was 
iield  unalienable,  and  only  fufficcd  to 
maintain  the  expence  of  the  royal  houfe- 
hold  and  civil  government.     No  caufes 
were  tried  but  by  juries,  even  in  fpiri- 
tual  matters }  fo  that  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  the  people  could  not  be  touch- 
ed. W/ife«/  their  vwn  co-^feraiien^  ei- 
ther by  the  king,  the  nobles,  or  clergy. 
To  all  this  was  joined  the  btH  palife  that 
any  nation  ever  enjoyed,    except  the 
Chinelc,  among  whom  many  of   the 
iame  regulations  have  been  eilablifhed 
y4^jL  cpifarmit^  very  furprixing,  as  it 
b  itertiin  that  neither  copied  ^he  other. 
Such  was  the  Saxon  cohftitution,  when 
by  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  two  or 
three  great  kings  it  had  received  it*» 
inal  pe rfe6Vion.     The  only  eifential  de- 
lta of  ft  WIS,  the  exeeJiivt  immunities 
Mnted  tp  churchmen,    i^hich   made; 
2iem  too  independent  upon  the  civil 
authority,  and  very  burthen  fome  to  the 
iate.    This  form  of  government  con- 
tinued unaltered  ifi  it*s  principal  parts, 
till  the  Norman  invaiion,  which,  lifce  a 
foreign  weight  roughly  laid  upon  the 
ilpriags,  diiurbcd  an4  obftrnOed  it's 


proper  motions :  yet,  by  degrees,  itm 
covered  itfelf  again  {  and,  how  illfoever 
the  Saxon /fp^/r  might  be  treated,  ooder 
the  notion  ol  a  conquefl,  the  Saxon  ch* 
ftitution    was   never  wholly   fubdoc4f 
The  new  comers  reliflied  da  very  no  bet- 
ter  than  the  old  inhabitants:  and  gladly 
joined  with  them,  upon  a  len(e  of  mu- 
tual intereft,  to  force  a  confirmation  of 
their  freedom  and  the  ancient  laws.  In- 
deed, there  was  lb  great  a  conitmnity  be* 
tween  the  government  of  Normandvan^ 
that  of  England,  the  cuftomi  of  bcdi 
nations  were  (o  much  the  fame,  that, 
unlefs  the  Normans,  by  conquering  this 
ifland,  had  loft  their  original  rights,  and 
fought  on  purpofe  to  degrade  theiplelvct 
and  their  pofterity,   it  was  impoflibte 
their  kings  could  have  a  right  to  abfo- 
lute  po^iver.     So  far  was    that  natioa 
from  owning  any  fuch  rijght,  that,  ia 
conjunction  with  the  EngUidb,  they  de* 
manded   and  obtained   of   their  kin^ 
charters  declaring  their  libenies,  not  ai 
gratUt  derived  from  lYit  fo'o^ttrt  or  vmn 
<vations  forced  from  the  niHaknefs^  but 
as  acknvwledpnemU  due  from  the  jj/- 
tice^  of  the  crown.    As  fuch  the  bdft 
and   greateit   princes  confidered  thofe 
chartei  %  \  as  fuch  they  confirmed  ao4 
ohierved  them :   and  when  they  wof 
difputed,  orbroken  b^  others  of  a  dif- 
ferent  charafter,    civil   wars    enfued, 
which  ended  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
crown.    But  the  misfortune  wss,  thst, 
in  til  thefe  fhiigsles,  the  byhefs  ani 
nobles  treated  for  ttepiofle,  not  the  peo- 
ple y«r  themfek}es\  and  therefore  tbeif 
interefts  were  much  neglcCM,  and  die 
advantages  gained  from  the  king  wefB 
much  more  beneficial  tp  the  church  aM 
nobility  than  to  thofe  who*  were  nod^ 
their  patronage. 

I  will  fay  more  OB  this  head  wkct  \ 
writt  next. 
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TtOV  wilt  he  Turprized  to  heai*  that 
the  period  when  the  Engliih  nation 
Aijoyed  the  great^ft  hdppineuy  after  the 
Norman  invafion,  was  under  the  influ* 
ence  of  a  'woman.  As  much  at  we 
Pcrfians  iliould  defpife  a  female  ruler» 
it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth,  that  the  government  came  to  an 
e^ual  baloMUt  which  it  it*t  true  ftate  of 
pcrfeftion. 

Though  the  Commons  of  England 
had  regained,  bj  degrees^  and  in  a  dif- 
ferent Jbape^  that  fliare  of  the  legifia- 
tiire»  which  was  in  a  great  meafure  loft 
by  them  under  the  firft  Norman  kings, 
vet  their  power  wat  not  To  great  as  it  had 
been  in  thd  Saxon  witenagemote,  or 
eeneral  aflfembly,  nor  their  condition  fo 
nappy  in  many  refpe£lt  \  for  the  chief 
llrength  of  the  government  refided  in 
the  great  lords  and  the  clergy,  who  fu- 
gremeiy  dire^ed  all  publick  affairs. 
The  proceedingt  of  the  Commons  could 
not  be  free  in  their  reprefentati*ve  hoJy, 
while  in  their  coUeSi've  body  they  were 
weak  and  opprefled.  The  laws  of  vaflai- 
age,  the  authority  of  the  church,  the 
poverty  and  dependancy  in  which  they 
lived,  hung  heavy  upon  them ;  fo  that 
thev  were  obliged  to  aft  in  fubferviency 
to  the  nobles  and  biihopt,even  when  they 
fliewed  moft  vigour  againft  the  crown, 
following  the  pamons  of  both  upon  many 
occaiions  in  the  parliament  and  in  the 
field,  and  making  or  unmaking  kings 
at  tbefe  tbeir  inmediate  maJlerfdeCirtd. 
But,  in  return  for  their  fervicet,  they 
often  obtained  a  redrefs  of  their  griorv- 
ancet,  revenged  themfelvet  upon  bad 
mini^rt,  and  obtained  good  laws  for 
the  commonwealth.  To  whatever  pur- 
poiet  tbeir  ftrength  might  be  ufed, 
though  to  the  purpoles  of  faftion,  by 
being  ufed  it  increafed.  The  crown  at 
laif  imf  aflifted  the  growth  of  it,  in 
oppoiition  to  that  of  tnt  church  and  the 
nooility.  The  bonds  of  vaflalage  were 
broke  or  lightened  \  the  baront  were  by 
different  laws  encouraged  and  enabled  to 
part  with  tbeir  lands }  the  weight  of  oro- 
perty  wat  transferred  to  the  Tide  of  the 
people.  Many  accidents  concurred  to 
the  fame  effeft.  A  reformation  in  re- 
.  Itgion  waa  begun»  by  which  that  mighty 
fabrtck  of  cborch  power,  erefted  on  tKe 
mil  ^f  publtfic  liberty^  aadydomed 


>ioiii  ioif»ov« 


with  the  fpoilt  of  the  crown  iti^lf,  wat 
happily  attacked  and  ovtrtuhied;  A 
great  pslrt  of  the  immenfe  pofleifiont  of 
the  clergy  wat  taken  away^  and  moftof 
it  fold  to  the  commont  upon  eafy  term!. 
They  had  noW  a  very  confiderable  Oiai^ 
of  the  lands  of  Enj^Iandi  and  a  ftill 
greater  treafurein  their  commerce, iiHiich 
they  were  beginning  to  extend  and  inw 
prove.  Their  riches  fecured  their  in- 
dependency }  the  clergy  feared  them^ 
and  the  nobles  could  not  huH  them. 
In  this  ftate  Queen  Elizabeth  found  tbe 
fariiamenti  the  lords  and  commoni 
were  nigh  upon  a  level,  and  the  churcb 
in  a  decent  fubordinatlon.  She  was  the 
head  of  this  well-proportioned  body^ 
and  fupre mely  direfted  all  it^s  motions* 
Thus,  what  in  mixed  forms  of  govern* 
ment  feldom  happens,  there  was  no  con* 
teft  for  power  in  thejegiflature}  becauft 
no  part  was  fo  high  as  to  be  uncontrooU 
ed,  or  fo  low  as  to  be  opprefted.  A  re* 
formation  of  religion  was  compleatly 
eftabliflied  by  this  excellent  princefs  | 
which  entirely  refcued  the  nation  froni 
that  foreign  joke  the  pope  had  impolca 
upon  it  for  lo  many  centuries,  and  from 
the  dominion  of  fuperftition,  tie  nvorfi 
of  ail /la*uery.  The  next  great  bene- 
fits  that  Aie  confened  upon  her  fubjeftfj 
were  the  extenfion  of  commerce  into  au 
parts  of  ^the  world,  and  the  foundation 
of  their  maritime  power ,  which  it  tbeir- 
true,  natural  greatnefs.  Under  her  it 
began;  and  flie  lived  to  carry  it  to  AicH 
a  height,  as  to  make  them  really  lords 
ofthefea,  an  empire  more  glorious  than 
that  of  the  Sophi  our  mafter,  and  richer 
than  that  of  the  Mogul.  In  doing  this, 
(he  did  more  for  England  than  her  great- 
eft  predeceftbrs  had  ever  done;  far  moxt 
than  thofe  who  conqueredFrance,  though 
they  could  have  fecured  it  to  their  pofte- 
rity.  Thefe  were  the  arts  by  which  fhf- 
ruledt  and  by  thefe  (he  was  able  to  pre- 
ferve  her  authority )  nay,  and  to  extend 
it  fiirther  upon  certain  occafions  than 
very  abfblute  princes  could  do,  even 
while  fhe  aflifted  her  people  in  the  cor- 
roborating and  confirming  their  liberty* 
The  ftrength  of  ber  pom>er  was  tbeir  fis* 
tisfa&ionx  and  every  other  happineft 
followed  tbat^  as  every  misfortune  and 
difgrace  it  Turc  to  attend  on  ^ir  dii^ 
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1  Ended  my  laft  letter  with  thefelldity 
of  Elizabeth's  reign.     Very  differ- 
ent  was  that  of  her  fucceiTor  James  the 
Firft:    for  hi»  chaia6ler  and  condu£l 
were  the  revcrfe  of  hfr's.     He  endea- 
voured to  break  the  halance  of  the  g^o- 
vcrnment,  by  her  fo  wifely  fixed  ;   and 
wanted  to  be  greater  than  bfr,  without 
one  quality  that  could  rcn(*er  him  ca- 
pable of  filling  her  place.    He  had  nei- 
ther courage,  ability,  nor  addrefs  :    he 
was    contemned    both    at    home    and 
abroad  j  his  very  favourites  did  not  love 
him,  though  he  was  governed  by  them 
in  every  thing ^  nor  (\h\  they  maintain 
their  dominion  by  his  aff<-6llons  lb  much 
as  by  his  fears.  Ytx  this  tneane/f  of  kings 
made  gtear  advances   towards  abfolute 
poiuet'^  and  would  have  compleatiy  ob- 
tained it,  if  he  could  have  found  means 
to  havr  introduced  ihc/ame  luxury  into 
the  natidn  as  he  did  into  thefoi/r/,  with, 
the  conlt^nr  attendant  of  luxury,  the 
fame  corruption.     But  the  virtue  in- 
fuied  by  El.z^beth  into  the  mafs  of  the 
people,  and  the  indigence  of  the  crown, 
Itopt  the  contagion   fiom   fprcading  fo 
far :  the  commons  rcfided  it,  though  the 
lords  and  the  biihops  did  not;  and  fome 
check  was  given  to  the  defigns  of  the 
king,  yet  not  enough  for  the  fifcuring  of 
libei"iy,  or  preventing  the  evils  bis  con- 
duSi  prepared   for  the  following  reign. 
The  clergy,  whom  he  attached  to  his 
jnterefts  by  favouring^  theirs,    or  what 
they  took  to  be  theii  s,  more  than  a  ijuife 
prmce  nvould,  or  a  good  prince  ought  to 
have  done,  were  ver^*  aififtant  to  hiVn, 
by  preaching  up  notions  which  he  and 
they   feem   to  have  borrowed  from  our 
religion,  of  a  right  divine  in  kings,  nei- 
ther detived  from  human  laws,   nor  to 
be  limited  by  them  5    and  other   fuch 
Mahometan  tenets,  that  haJ  never  been 
heard  of  before  in   this  country:    yet 
there  were  many  whodifliktd  thefe  in- 
novations,  and  their  oppofiiion  hindered 
them    from   taking   ilcep  ro^    in  any 
minds  but  thofc  of  the  royal  fjiiniU. 
Thefe  obftinate  proicitants  and  patriots 
were  branded  with  the  name  of  Pmitans, 
and  much  hated  by  Jame?,  ard  Chirks 
hts  fon>  who^  upon  the  dtceaii:  of  tiie 


former,  fucceeded  to  his  kingdomsi  his 
notions,  and  his  defigns. 

He    had    many  he.ter  qualifications 
than  hh  fatlier,  but  as  wrong  a  judg- 
ment, and  greater  obftinacy.     He  ear- 
ned his   afie^lion   for  the  cJtrgy,   and 
abhorrence  of  the  Puritans,  to  an  exccfs 
of  bigotry  and  rage.     He  agreed  fo  ill 
with  hisoailiaments,  that  hcfoongrtw 
weary  of^them,  and  refol vcd  to  be  nou- 
bled  with  no  more;  none  were  called  for 
twelve  years  together,  and  all  that  time 
he  eovemed  as  defpotically  is  the  Sophi 
of  Perfia.    The  laws  were  either  openly 
infringed,  or  explained  in  the  manner  he 
directed  :  he  levied  money  upon  his  fub- 
jefts  againft  privileges  exprefsly  confirm- 
ed by  himlelf..  In  fhort,  his  paffion  for 
power  might  have  been  fully  giatified, 
if  his  more  prevailing  one  to  bigotry 
had  not  engaged  him  in  a  fenfelefs  un- 
dert.iking,  of  forcing  the  fame  form  of 
worfhtp  upon  his  fubjefts  in  Scotland, 
as  he  had  declared -himfeif  fo  warmly 
for  in  England.     It  is  fafer  to  attack 
men  in  their  civil  rights,  than  their  re- 
ligious opinions :    the  Scots,  who  had 
acquiefced  under  tyranny,  took  up  arms 
againft  perfccutlon.    Their  infurreftion 
made  it  neceflary  to  call  a  parliament; 
it  met,  but  was  inftantly   diffblvcd  hy 
the  intemperate  folly  of  the  court.    AH 
hones  of  better  meafurcs  were  put  an 
end  to  by  this  laft  provocation.    The 
Scots  marched  into  England,  and  were 
received  by  theEnglifli,  not  as  enemies, 
but  as  brothers  and  allies:  the  king)  un- 
able to  oppofe  them,  was  cpmpeJJed  to 
afk  the  aid  of  another  parliament. ,  A 
parliament   met,    exafperated  with  tbe 
oppreffions  of  fifteen  years  t  theprincip** 
members  were  men  of  the  greaicft  capa- 
city, courage,  and  virtue,  firn>ly  united 
among  themfelves,  and  whom  the  court 
could  neither   corrupt   nor,  intiaiM* 
They  rclblved  to  make  ufc  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  redre/s  their gritvoMcesAtidJif' 
cure  their  Uberty\  thekii;ggrai»u<lev«y 
thing  that  was  neceiTary  to  ejihci  ofl|w'* 
ends,   except   fuch  ficurities  as  XR\^ 
have  been  turned  agmnfl  bimftlfx  ^ 
what,  perhaps,  was  really  f<wif||frg>^ 
the  appcaiaace  of  atnfiramt^  lod  iM* 
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fire  gained  neither  gratitude  nor  confi- 
dtnees  the  nation  could  no'longer  tniil 
the  king  •,  or,  if  it  might,  particular 
men  could  r)ot  j  and  the  fupport  of  thofe 
particular  men  was  become  a  national 
.concern  t  they  had  expofed  themfelves 
by  ierving  the  publick ;  the  publick 
therefore  judged  that  it  was  bound  in 
juftice  to  defend  them.  Nor  indeed  was 
it  pofTible,  when  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion was  begun,  after  fo  long  a  denial 
of  juttice,  to  keep  a  people,  fore  with  the 
remembrance  of  injuries,  received  and 
fatisfaAion  refufed,  within  the  bounds 
of  a  proper  moderation.  3uch  a  fo- 
hriety  is  much  eaiier  in  fpeculation  than 
it  ever  was  in  pra^ice.  Thus,  partly 
for  the  fafety  ot  their  leaders>  and  partly 
from  a  jealoufy  of  his  intentions  too 
juftly. conceived,  the  parliament  drew  the 
fword  againft  the  king :  but  the  fword, 
when  drawn,  was  no  longer  theirs ;  it 
was  quickly  turped  agamft  them  by 
thofe  to  whofe  hands  they  trufted  it :  the 
honelieft  and  wife(l  of  both  parties  were 
outwitted  and  overpowered  by  villains  \ 
the  king  pel ifhed^  and  the  conftitution 
periflied  with  him. 

A  private  man,  whofe  genius  was 
called  forth  by  the  tibubles  of  his  coun- 
try, and  formed  in  the  exeicife  of  fac- 
tion, ufurped  the  government.  His 
charafler  wns  as  extraordinary  as  his 
fortune  :  he  had  an  air  of  enthufiafm, 
which  gained  all  thofe  who  were  real 
enthuAa()s,  (the  number  cf  whom  was 
great  in  thole  days)  and  put  him  at  their 
head.  That  he  w^s  one  himfelf  in  fome 
degree  may  be.fuppofed,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  prudence. with  which  he  con- 
du£led  all  his  deiigns)  be(«\ife  the  fame 
(park  of  enthufiaim  which  makes  com- 
mon men  mad^  may,  in  certain  conjunc- 
tures, only  capacitate  others  of  fuperior 
abilities  to  undertake  and  perform  ex- 
traordinary  things, .  Whether  Crom- 
well was  one  ot  thefe,  or  a5led  entirely 
from  political  cunning,  the  times  he  lived 
in  could  not  difcoverj  and  muchlefs  can 
the  prefent.  Thus  far  is  certain,  that,, 
by  an  uncommon  appearance  of  zeal,  by 
great  addrefs,  and  great  valour,  he  iir^ 
inflamed  iht  fpirit  of  liberty  into  extra- 
vagance, and  afrerwaids  duped  and 
awed  It  into fuhouj^n.  He  trampled  pn 
4he  laws  of  the  nation,  hut  he  raiied 
the  glory  of  it ,  and  it  is  hard  to  fay, 
which  he  deferved  moft,  a  ha/ter  or  a 
^r^tvn. 

If  the  enthulialls  of  his  own  party 
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would  have  permitted  him  to  have  taken 
the  tide  ot  king  as  well  as  the  power,  it 
is  probable  the  royalty  might  have  been 
fixed  in  his  family  by  a  well-modelled  and 
laD^ing  eftabliibment.  He  ihewed  a  great 
deiire  to  carry  that  point }  and  I  have 
heard  him  compared  in  this  inftance  tm 
Julius  Caefar,  a  great  Roman  general^ 
who,  like  him,  having  maftered  hia 
country  by  it*8  own  arms,  and  being 
poifefled  of  more  than  the  po<wer  of  a 
iingt  was  fo  fond  of  adding  the  name 
to  It,  that  it  coft  him  his  life.  But  the 
two  cafes  were  totally  different.  What 
in  the  Roman  was  a  weak  vanity,  and 
below  the  relV  of  his  chara^er,  was  in 
the  Engliihman  folid  good  fenfe.  The 
one  could  not  take  that  name  without 
deftroying  tie  forms  of  the  Roman  conJH» 
tution  \  the  other  could  not  prefei-ye  tb4 
forms  of  the  Englifb  conftitutitm  without 
taking  that  name.  He  therefore  did 
wifely  in  feeking  it$  but  not  being  able 
to  brine  his  own  friends  to  confent  to  it» 
or  to  oo  it  againft  their  oppofition^  hft 
could  make  no  fettlement  of  the  govern- 
ment to  out-laft  his  own  life :  for  it  it 
hardly  poflible,  from  tbenatureof  things* 
that  a  dominion  newly  acquired  ihould 
long  be  maintained  in  any  country,  if 
the  ancien^  forms  and  names  are  not 
kept  up.  Immediately  aftei-  the  death 
of  this  great  man,  all  order  was  loft  in 
the  ftate  1  various  tyrannies  were  fet  up, 
and  fleftroyed  each  other;  but  ^11  (hewed 
a  repub&ck  to  be  impraSicabU.  At  laft 
the  nation^  growing  weary  of  fuch  wild 
confufion,  agreed  to  recal  the  banifhed 
ion  of  their  murdered  king,  not  for  bis 
fake,  hut  for  the  fake  of  the  monarchy^ 
which  all  the  nation  defired  to  refiore\ 
and  ib  inconfiderate  was  the  zeal  ot  thofe 
times,  that  they  reftored  it  without  any 
limitations,  or  any  conditions  made  f<M 
the  publick.  Thus  the  fruits  of  a  tedi« 
ous  civil  war  were  lightly  and  carelefsly 
thrown  away  by  too  hafty  a  pafBon  for 
repofe*  The  conftitution  revived  indeed 
again,  but  revived  as  fickiy  as  befor4t 
the  ill  humours,  which  ought  to  have 
been  purged  away  by  the  violent  remi^ 
dies  that  had  been  ufed,  continued  at 
poevalent  as  ever,  and  naturally  broke 
out  in  the  fame  diflempers. .  The  king 
^yanted  to  fet  himfelf  above  the  law  ;  \ 
wicked  men  encouraged  this  difpofitioni 
and  many  good  men  were  weak  enough 
to  comply  with  it,  out  of  averfion  to, 
thofe  principles  of  rcfiftance  which  ihey 
had  feen  fg  fatally  abufedOOQlc 

LETTE 


6/^ 


FEltSIAN    LtTTULt. 


LETTER   LXII. 


fILlMy    TO   MIIt.ZA  AT   ISFAHAlf. 


FtOM  tONPOir. 


THE  methods  ptirfued  by  Charlet 
the  Second,  in  the  conduct  of  his 
jroiremnient,  weie  in  many  refpe^s  ilif- 
ferentfrom  his  fithcr's,  though  the  mif- 
po(e  of  both  was  much  the  iiame.  Tlie 
father  always  ^Utid  his  parliamencs ; 
the  Ton  endeavoured  to  corrupt  them  : 
the  father  obftinately  refufed  to  change 
his  mifiiHers,  becaule  he  really  eiltemed 
them  as  honeft  men  ;  the  fon  very  eafily 
changed  bisf  becaufe  he  thought  they 
wtvt  all  oHki  di(honei^,  and  that  his  de- 
figns  might  as  well  be  carried  on  by 
•oe  kmofVi  as  by  another :  the  father 
was  a  tool  of  the  clergy,  and  a  perfecu- 
tor,  out  of  zeal  for  his  religion |  the  Ion 
was  almoft  indifferent  to  religion^  but 
ierved  the  paiHons  of  his  clergy  againft 
the  diflTentcrs  from  motives  ot  policy  ; 
the  father  defn-ed  to  be  abfolute  at  home, 
but  to  make  the  nation  refpe^lable  ' 
abroad;  the  fon  aflilted  the  King  of 
France  in  his  invafions  on  the  liberties 
•f  Europe,  that,  by  his  help,  he  might 
mafterthofe  of  England;  nay,  he  was 
cfven  a  penfioner  to  France,  and,  by  fo 
vile  a  prottitution  of  bis  dignity,  fet  an 
««»mple  to  the  nobility  of  his  realm,  to 
^1  tbeir  honour  likewife  for  a  feufion  5 
«n  example,  the  ill  efFd^s  of  which  have 
been  felt  too  ienfiMy  ever  fmce. 

Yet,  with  all  thcfe  vices  and  imper- 
fed  ions  in  the  chara^er  of  Charles  the 
Second,  there  was  fomething  fo  bewitch- 
ing  in  bis  behaviour,  that  the  charms  of 
it  prevailed  on  many  to  connive  at  the 
faults  of  his  government :  and,  indeed, 
nothing  can  be  fo  hurtful  to  a  country, 
which  has  liberties  to  defend,  as  a  prince 
who  knows  how  at  the  fame  time  to 
make  himielf  dejpotki  and  agrtuible: 
this  was  eminently  the  talent  ot  Charles 
the  Second;  and,  what  is  moft  furpris- 
ing,  he  pohVfled  it  without  any  great 
^Cj^  of  underftanding. 

But  the  principal  inftniment  of  his 
bad  intentions,  was  a  general  depravity 
•f  manners,  with  which  he  took  pains 
to  infea  his  court,  and  they  ^he  nation. 
All  virtues,  both  public k  and  private, 
were  openly  ridiculed ;  and  none  were 
tUowtd  t*  have  any  ulents  for  wit  of 


hufinels,  who  pretended  to  any  (cnfe  of 
honour,  or  regard  to  decency. 

The  king  made  great  ulie  of  thefe  new 
notions}  and  they  proved  very  pernicious 
to  the  freedom,  as  well  as  morals,  of 
his  fubje^s  1  but  an  indolence,  natural 
to  his  temper,  was  fome  check  to  hia 
defigns;  and,  fond  aa  he  was  of  arbi- 
trary power,  he  did  not  purfue  it  any 
farther  than  was  coniiftent  with  hia 
pieafure  and  repcfe. 

His  brother,  who  bore  a  great  fway 
in  his  government,  had  changed  his  re- 
ligion abroad,  as  the  king  himlclf  had 
alfo  done :  ^but  with  this  difference,  that 
the  latter  retained  almoft  as  little  of  that 
which  he  embraced,  as  of  that  which  h« 
forfook ;  whereas  the  former  was  a  bigot 
to  popery,  and  known  to  be  fuch,  while 
the  change  of  the  king  was  a  fecret  to 
moft  of  his  fubie6U.  The  fear  of  a^  /•- 
f'tjb  fuccejfor  railed  great  difcontent,  and 
great  diforders  in  the  nation  s  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  paflfed  a  bill  for  excluding 
that  prince  from  the  crown^  founded  un- 
doubtedly  in  juftice  and  reafon;  but  the 
iirmnefs  of  the  king  in  tbatJingU  pohtt^ 
the  complaifanceof  the  lords,  the  jcaloufy 
the  church  entertained  of  the  difleni- 
ers,  the  fcruples  of  thofb  who  thought 
hereditary  right  iiMui  and  indeftafiu^ 
and,  above  all,  the  fear  of  being  in*  . 
Tolved  in  a  new  civil  war,  which  alarmed 
many  well- meaning  people,  from  a  roix-^ 
ture  oifaBum  that  had  difcovered  itirlf 
in  fome  of  tht  charaBersy  and  in  (bme 
•f  tht  nuitfures,  by  which  the  national 
cauie  wai  then  carried  on,  fruftrated  the 
attempt  to  changt  the  fucceffion^  as  the 
obftinacy  of  thole  engaged  in  that  at- 
tempt did  all  expedients  to  limt  thi/uc- 
affor.  The  unhappy  advantages  all 
this  give  to  the  king  made  him  a  great 
deal  more  abtblute  in  the  laft  years  ^  his 
reign  than  in  all  the  foregoing  ones; 
and,  upon  his  demife,  brought  bis  bro^ 
ther  in  feace  and  triatmpb  to  the  thnme. 
He  bad  iu>t  been  long  leated  therc^  be- 
fore be  convinced  the  rooft  attached  tQ 
his  party,  that  the  apprehenfions  coo* 
cetvcd  of  him,  and  the  defign  of  ex- 
f  hiding  him^  had  beta  lao  jt^.    AU 
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ifhat  the  fpirit  of  1>igotry  «ould  add  to  a 
temper  in  itfclf  hatjk  and  violent^  ap- 
peared in  hit  government:  all  ihtt* 
^oeak  underfiandittg,  madly  ctrnJucled^ 
f  ould  undertake,  wa»  undertaken  :  ar- 
tiiirary  power  wat  the  means  ufed,  and 
the  end  defigned  was  a  change  of  reli- 
gion, Happy  was  it  for  England  that 
this  end  (o^  plainly  declared  iifclf :  it 
rouzed  even  thofe  whom  no  danger  to 
thirty  could  have  ever  alarmed,  and 
taught  the  preachers  o(  non-rejtftance  t9 


refift.  A  revolution  wat  evidently  ne* 
ceffary  to  faye  the  whole}  and  that  no*: 
cefTity  produced  one. 

King  James  the  Second  loft  his  crown, 
and  the  nal!iort  gave  it  Co  their  deliverer, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  t  the  government 
was  fettled  on  a  firmer  foundation, 
agreeable  to  the  ancient  Saxon  principles 
from  which  it  had  declined;  and,  by  a 
bapphefs  peculiar  to  itfelf,  ^rvitjhimgir 
from  ihcjhech  it  hid  fujiiimed. 


LETTER   LXtIL 


SELIM,    TO   MIRZA   AT   ISFAHAR. 


THE  firft  advantage  gained  by  the 
EngliCb  nation,  in  the  change  of 
their  government,  was  the  utter  ex- 
tin^on  of  thofe  vain  and  empty  phan- 
toms of  hereditary  inJifeafibU  rights 
and  a  power  fuperior  to  latv^  which 
Kine  James  the  Firft  had  conjured  up, 
to  the  great  difturbance  and  terror  of 
his  people. 

With  James  the  Second  they  were 
expelled  J  nor  can  they  ever  be  brought 
back  again  with  any  profpef^  of  fuc- 
cefs,  but  by  that  famify  alone,  which 
tlmms  from  bim:  for  which  reafon,  it 
will  eternally  be  the  intereft  of  the  |)eo- 
pie  of  England,  not  to  fufFer  fuch  a 
eUdm  to  -prevail  \  but  to  maintain  an 
ertablifhment,  which  is  founded  on  the 
baiis  of  their  liberty,  and  from  which 
their  liberty  cannot  be  feparated  unlefs 
the  rights  of  both  are  deftroyed. 

As  the  parliament  plainly  dilfjpofedof 
the  crown  in  altering  the  fuccefiion,  the 
princes  who  have  reigned  fince  that  thne 
could  pretend  to  none  but  a  parliament 
tary  tttU\  and  the  fame  force  as  the 
legiflature  could  give  to  that,  it  alio  gave 
jto  the  privileges  of  the  fubjeft. 

The  word  ioyaUy^  which  had  long 
been  mifapplied,  recovered  it*s  original 
mnd  proper  fenfe:  it  was  now  ilnderftood 
CO  mean  no  more  than  a  due  obedience 
to  che  authority  of  the  king,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws  \  inftead  of  a  bigotted 
compliance  to  the  will  of  the  king,  in 
iDppofition  to  the  laws. 

How  great  an  advantage  this  would 
be,  vfill  appear,  by  refk6(ing  on  the 
mifchiefs  cha|  have  been  broufi;ht  upon 
^ii  country  in  particular,  mnn  the 
wrong  ktctpcttation  ef  urtam 


vaoM  roN»oK* 
But  this  is  not  tlie  only  benefit  tha(  etw 
fued  from  that  happy  revolution^  The 
prerogative  of  the  crown  had  been  till, 
then  To  ill  defined,  that  the  full  extent 
of  it  was  rather  Itopped  by  the  degree 
of  prudence  in  thp  govemment,  or  of 
impatience  in  the  people,  than  by  the 
letter  of  the  lawt  nay,  it  (eemed  as  if  in  , 
many  inft^nces  the  law  allowed  a  power 
to  the  king,  entirely  deftru6llve  to  it-i- 
felf.  Thus  princes  had  been  often 
made  to  believe,  that  what  their  fubjc^s 
complained  of  as  oppreHion,  was  a  legal 
exercifeof  the  rights  of  the  crown  :  and 
no  wonder  if,  in  difputable  points,  thejr 
decided  the  queftion  in  favour  of  their 
own  authority. 

But  now  the  bounds  of  prenmtive 
were  marked  out  hyexprefs  reftriaionsf 
thecourfeof  it  became  regularand  fixedt 
and  could  no  longer  move  obliquely,  t* 
the  danger  of  the  general  fytUm. 

Let  me  alfo  obferve  to  thee,  that  where- 
as  before,  t$  govern  by  parliaments  m^!^ 
the  policy  only  of  good  and  wife  princetf 
after  this  period,  it  may  be  conlidered 
in  a  different  li^ht,  becaufe  all  expedi* 
ents  of  gvvermng  otberwfe  are  phunlf 
impracticable,  and  it  may  not  always 
imply  a  conforming  the  government  If 
the  fenfe  qf  the  people.  I  will  exfiain 
this  to  thee  moredirtinAlv  when  I  write 
again.  In  the  mean  while,  let  roe  a  lit. 
tie  recal  thy  thoughts  from  pa  ft  events, 
and  the  btjhry  rf  England,  to  the  re* 
membrance  and  love  of  thy  faithful  Se- 
Itm,  who  is  not  become  fo  much  an 
Englifliman  ^s  to  forget  his  native Porfia; 
but  perpetually  fighs  for  his  friends  and 
country,  amidil  all  chat  engages  hit  ac« 
tentioo  in  a  fureign  land. 
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LETTER    LXIV. 


8ELIM»    TO   MIRZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


FROM  tCMfDOir. 


THE  ancient  revenues  of  the  kingt 
of  England  confided  chiefly  in  a 
large  dcmefne  of  lands,  and  certain  rights 
and  powers  referved  to  them  over  the 
lands  held  of  the  crown  5  by  means  of 
which  they  fupported  the  royal  dignity 
without  the  immediate  aflilHnce  or  the 
people,  except  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
fions.  But,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  ex- 
travagance of  princes  and  the  rapaciouf- 
nefs  of  favourites  having  wafted  the  bcft 
part  of  thfs  eftatt,  and  their  fucceflfort 
endeavouring  to  repair  it  by  a  tyrannical 
abufe  of  thole  rights  and  powers,  fome 
of  them  which  were  found  to  be  moft 
grievous,  were  bought  ofFby  the  parlia- 
jnsnt,  with  a  fixed  ertablifhment  for  the 
mainienance  of  the  houfliold,  compoled 
of  cert^iri  taxes  yearly  raifcd,  and  ap- 
propriated thereto- 

But,  after  the  ixpulfion  of  the  Stuarts, 
tbe  cxpence  of  the  govcinment  being 
augmented  for  the  defence  of  the  fuc- 
ceUion,  the  crown  was  con  trained  to 
apply  to  parlit^mtnt,  not  only  tor  the 
maintenance  of  it's  hou(hold,  which  was 
fettled  at  the  beginning  of  every  reign, 


and  in  every,  reign  confiderabl^  encreaf^ 
ed\  not  only  for  extraordinary  fupplieSy 
to  which  end  parli:*  nents  anciently  were 
catted;  but  for  the  ordinary  fervice  of 
the  year. 

Thus  a  continual  dependance  on  the 
people  became  neceffaiy  to  Icings  ;  and 
they  were  fo  truly  the  femmnts  of  the 
publick,  that  they  received  the  *wages 
.of  it  in  f  rm,  and  were  obliged  to  the 
parliament  for  the  means  of  exercifing 
the  royalty,  as  well  as  for  the  right  they 
had  to  claim  it.  Nor  can  this  fJutarr 
dependance  ever  ceafe,.  except  the  par'- 
lument  itfelf  (hould  give  it  up,  bv  em« 
powering  the  king  to  raife  money,  with- 
out hmiting  the  fum^  or  J^ectfying  the 
fernjicei.  Such  conceffions  are  abfurd 
in  ih.ir  own  nature  ;  for  if  a  prince  ia 
afraid  to  tru/l  hrs  pet^ple  with  a  power 
of  fupplying  hts  neceflTnies,  upon  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  them,  the  pecpfe 
h^ve  no  encouragement  to  tnift  their 
prince,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  hit 
minifters,  with  fo  blind  and  undetermin* 
ed  an  authority. 


LETTER    LXV. 


8ELXM,    TO   MIRZA    AT   ISPAHAN. 


YOU  havefeen  in  my  laft,  that,  from 
the  time  of  Kmg  James's  expul- 
fion,  annual  meetings  of  parliament  were 
^become  neceffary  to  the  carrying  on  of 
the- government.  But  that  the  repre- 
fbntatives  of  the  people,  from  too  long 
«  delegation  ot  their  authority,  might 
not  forget  by  lAfbom,  and  fir  ivbat,  it 
vrtk  given  them  j  and  that  the  people 
might  be  enabled  to  correa  a  badcboUi^ 
which  experience  (hould  prove  to  be 
fuch}  it  was  i«)ought  expedient  not  long 
tifter  to  pafs  a  law  for  thechufmga  new 
farlioMHit  at  the  end  of  every  tbrti 
^years.  This  term  has  been  fince  pro- 
longed to /even,  I  think  for  very  good 
reaA>ns$  becaufe  the  country  intereft 
could  not  fupport  the  redoubled  expence 
of  cootefting  with  court- corruption  ib 


FROM  L0K»Olf« 


much  oftener  than  now,  and  there  are 
no  good  giounds  to  fuppol'e  that  the 
efforts  on  that  fide  would  be  much  left 
for  a  triennial  than  a  feptennial  pu'lia- 
ment,  a  majority  in  that  being  equally 
nrceiTary  to  a  court  as  ii)  tins:  fo  that 
the  attacks  would  be  the^ame^  or 
near  the  fame,  and  the  rellftance  much 
weaker  on  the  fide  of  the  peopie.  If 
then  the  good  propoted  by  Shortening  the 
term  be  very  uncertain,  it  muft  be  con- 
fidered  that  very  great  and  certain  eviU 
attend  upon  fre'iuent  ele^iont,  vis.  the 
enflaming  of  party  divifions,  depraving 
the  morals  of  the  people,  and  mai^y  other 
inconveniences  of  no  light  weight.  How* 
ever,  this  is  a  point  about  which  I  have 
found  the  ben  men  dilFer,  and > which 
thou  wilt  there^re  coofidcr  as  more  pro- 
blematical 
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VTerattical  than  otYiert  I  have  m^nttooed 
before.    I  now  return  to  my  hiftory.  - 

Among  other  advantages  ^ined  ta 
liberty  at  tbu  it's  happy  reflorattotif  a  free 
exercife  of  their  religion  was  allowed  to 
fhoTe  who-  differ  from  the  rites  of  the 
^ngiiih  church}  which  has  been  con- 
tinued and  fecured  to  them  ever  iince» 
With  fome  (hort  interraptions,  which 
even  the  party  that  caufed  them  it  now 
ajbamedof.  Nor  has  any  thing  contri- 
buted more  than  this  to  the  peace  and 
happinefs  of  the  government,  by  gaining 
it  the  affection  of  all  it*t  fubje^,  and 
taking  from  the  fpirit  of  fa^ion  a  pre- 
tence,  and  a  ftrengtb»  of  which  it  has 
often  made  a  very  bad  ufe. 

I  mufi  alfo  obferve  to  thee,  that  from 
this  period  ad iffirrent  temper  has  ihewn 
itfelf  in  the  ri>r^  of  England.  They 
are  become  better  friends  to  liberty, 
better  fubje£ls,  better  Engliflimen,  than 
they  had  ufually  been  either  before^ or 
fince  the  Keformation.  Sojic  among 
them  have  written  in  defence  of  the  re- 
ligious andcivil  rights  of  mankind,  with 
as  free  a  fpirit,  and  ^i  much  forceof 
learning  and  argument,  as  any  layman 
has  evtrdonei  a  merit  peculiar  to  them- 
fel  ves,  and  to  nvbicb  no  other  clergy  in  tht 
*wboU  nuorld  can  pretend.  The  gene- 
rality of  tliem  are  now  very  mo&ate^ 
jquiety  and  ufeful  members  of  the  common^ 
<wealtb,  in  due  fubmiifion  to  the  civil 
authority,  and  defiring  nothing  but, 
what  they  deferve,  i\itproteBknofgo- 
^yernment  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  juft 
rights.  They  who  would  deny  them 
that,  are  them  fel ves  perfecutors^  iAfiwr~ 
hers  oj  governments  and  <uerj  bad  mem' 
herj  of  the  commowweakh. 

This  fucccflion  was  facilitated  and 
fecured  by  the  union  of  Scotland  witli 
England}  and  Great  Briuin  became  in- 
finitely ftronger,  by  being  undivided^ 
entire,  and  <whoJ/y  an  ijland. 

One  condition  of  that  union  wai»the 
admitting  fixteen  Scotch  peers,  chofen 
by  the  whole  body  of  the  peerage,  into 
the  Eoglifli  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  upon 
a  tenure  visry  different  from  the  reft,  be- 
ing to  fit  there  only  for  the  duration  of 
the  parliament,  at  the  end  of  which  a 
new  ele£lion  muft  be  made.  I.f  thofe 
•Ic^Uons  wctfra  and  mmjbunced,  thii 


«7 

alteration  In  the  Englifli  conftitutioii 
may  prove  vgry  much  to  it*s  advantage^  . 
becaufc  fuch  a  number  of  independent 
votes  will  balance  inpr  part  of  the  Houfi 
tfPeert  over  which  the  court  may  hava 
obtained  too  great  an  influence;  but  if 
they  fliould  ever  be  chofen  by  corrupiioth 
and  have  no  hopes  of  jetting  there  agam 
except  by  an  unconJHtutional  depeudene$ 
on  the  favour  of  a  court,  then  fuch  ft 
number  added  to  the  0/i&#rj  would  griev« 
oufly  endanger  the  conftitution ;  andtha 
Honfe  of  Lords,  inftead  of  being,  as  it 
ought,  a  me£ating  po<wer  between  tha 
crown  and  the  people,  would  become  a 
fort  of  antichamber  to  the  court,  a  mere 
office  for  executing  and  autborixing  the 
purpofes  of  a  tmm/ler, 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Mirza,  traced 
thee  out  a  general  plan  of  the  Englidi 
conftitution  I  and  I  believe  thou  wilt 
agree  with  me,  upon  the  whole,  that  a 
better  can  hardy  be  contrived-^  the  onljr 
misfortune  is,  that  fo  good  a  one  cofi 
hardly  beprefemjed* 

The  great  difiin£lion  between  the  an« 
cient  plan  of  it  and  that  which  has  taken 
place  fince  the  expulfion  of  the  Stuarta 
istbis,thatthefirft  was/(/}/^^}  but 
better  fecured,  becaufe  the  nobility  and 
people  had  the  fnuord  in  their  hnnds\ 
whereas  the  la  ft  is  more  regular,  fub- 
je£^  iofe^werdiforders,  and  in  the  frame 
of  it  more  free,  but  ill.  fecured,  the 
fword  being  only  in  the  hands  of  the  king  * 
to  which  is  added  a  vaft  encreafeof  the 
^wealth  of  the  crown,  and  a  mighty  in* 
fluence  gained  to  it  by  the  debts  of  the 
publick,  which  have  brought  on  new 
taxes,  new  powers  for  the  raifing  thofe 
taxes,  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  and  a 
prodigious  multiplication  of  officers. 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  court}  from 
all  which  the  court  has  acquired  new 
means  of  corruption,  without  any  new 
#^//^ii/recurities  againft  that  corruption 
being  yet  gained  on  the  (ide  of  the  peo^ 
pic.  And  this  fort  of  power  is  fomuclt 
more  to  be  feared  than  any  other,  as  it 
cannot  be  exercifed  without  depran/ing 
the  ffiorals,  and  deba/ifig  the  Jpirit,  of 
the  whole  people;  which  in  the  end 
would  not  only  en^avetbem,  faiut  render 
their  (ervitude  voluntary^  defer<vtd,  and 
rtmidUeft. 
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LETTER    LXVI. 


S&L1H»  TO  MII^ZA,  AT  ISrA4IAN. 


f'ftr  fi^rmtfr  re%nt,  when  parliaments 
X  were  laid  afitftlor  any  tength  of  tim^, 
Se  whole  authority  of  the  fate  was 
fedgeili|i  a  privy  council,  by  the  advice 
ilif  ^rt6li<Jn  at  which  all  affain  were 
earned  on.  But  thcfc  counWIurt,  bein^ 
ihi/ht  bv  ^'king,  and  dipendtng  on  his 
favour,  were  too  afrttoadvifefuchthings 
only  as  they  knew  would  be  mofV^giee- 
S&ble^  and  thus  the  interefts  of  the  aation 
Wei  t<S^tc^  ^crificed  to  the  profit  and  ex- 
Be6lation8  of  a  few  particulais.  Yet 
mB,  as  on  extraordinary  •ccafions  the 
king  might  be  forced  to  call  a  parlia^ 
ine'nt,  rhe  fear  of  it  was  foroe  check  to 
ttielr  proceedings^  and  a  degree  of  cao- 
Kon  was  natural  to  men  who  fbrefaw 
they  fliouldfooner  or  later  be  catted  to  an 
account.  But  let  u,s  fuppoie,  that  any 
future  prince  could  whblly  infUence  the 
iUSlion  of  a  parL'ameftt,  and  make  the 
members  oTit  dtpendnttonbwtfdf^  what 
itrovld  he  the  difference  between  thai 
parih^Hiftt  and  a  privy  council  f  WouM 
ft  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  or  of 
tiie  court?  Wotild  the  intereft  of  the 
t>eDple  be  confidered  in  it,  or  that  of 
weirrcpecfeiMatives?  They  would  only 
differ  in  this  ntpt^,  that  Ofie,  having  nb 
power  above  it,  m^bt  hi  abjolkt^  fret 
from  ail  rtJlrMni\  which,  with  the 
terror  of  a  parliament  hanging  over  it>  the 
other  never  amid. 

This  is  the  onfy  imaginable  method, 
hy  vhich  the  liberty  of  the  Englifli  na- 
tion can  be  attacked  with  any  fucccf^* 
But  thou  wilt  afk,  To  what  end  <ho\iI<i 
an  attack  of  this  natuvc  be  made  }  Why 
/hould  a  king  of  En|;hind  go  about  to 
dv'flroy  a  conftitution,  the  maintenance 
of  which  wx)ttld  render  him  both  great 
and  happy  ?  ■  • 

I  reply,  that  a  king  indeed  can  Ime 
no  reafonable  inducement  to  make  (bch^ 
an  expeiiment;  but  a  minifter  may  fin<l 
it  riecedanr  fmr  his  own  fupport:  and 
happy  w^d  it  have  been  tor  many 
CDuntriesy  i  t^  nu^'s  intcfeft  had 


TaoM  toF»oir«. 
beeA  confidered  by  the  ^nMMf  half  Cm 
warmly  as  xhtfervaiiff  by  the  ma/er. 

If  a  man  who  travels  through  Italy 
was  to  aflc,  what  advantaee  all  i  he  wcaltb 
|n  religious  boufes,  and  all  the  idolatrous 
worihip  paid  there,  are  to  the  fatnt»they 
are  dedicate  to)  the  anfwer  muft  bc» 
Of  none  eU  all.  But  the  priefls,  who 
are  really  gainers  by  them,,  know  ihac 
they  abuie  rhe  people  to  very  good  pur- 
pole;  and  make  ufe  of  a  ^enerMe  meame, 
hot  from  any  regard  tbey  have  to  it, 
but  to  raife  their  own  greatncfs,  fwell 
their  own  pride,  aad  awer  and  fiatrt 
their  own  extortiotu 

It  is  only  therefore  by  the  weakneTs 
of  piinces,  the  arts  of  minil^ers.  and 
the  feduftion  of  the  people  againft  their 
own  inierefh,  the  conrtitotion  of  Eng. 
l^nd  can  ^ilfa,  and  probably  will  pc- 
fiHi  at  htik.  This  will  happen  Iboner  or 
Kiter,  as  more  or  leis  care  is  taken  by 
thoic  whofe  duty  it  is  to  watcK  over  it. 
I  an*  not  ignorant  that  theve  are  ibme 
vifionary  men,  who  dteam  of  ichemes  to 
perpetuate  it  beyon^  all  poflihiiiry  of 
fntuiY  change:  but  I  have  alwaya 
thought  the  lame  of  political  proje&  to 
render  a  government,  as  of  chemical 
projefls  to  render  a  min  mmortal.  Such 
a  grand  elixir  ctnnot  be  found;  an<l 
thofe  who  would  tamper  with  ibtes,  in 
hopes  of  nrocmring  them  that  immorta* 
Bt^f  are  the  mod?  unfit  to  prefcribe  t<^ 
|Kem  of  all  men  in  the  wot  Id.  But, 
a|t  the  fame  time  that  I  know  tMs,  lalib 
know,  that  the  date  of  a  govemnRnt 
rpay  be  prohngid  bv  proper  and  falutarx 
temedies,  applied  oy  thofe  who  under- 
ftand  it*8  true  nature,  and  join  to  fpe» 
enlative'wifdom  experience  and  temper. 
Nor  iiould  I  think  it  at  all  a  better  ex- 
tixft  fbralfiiUng  (o  ruin  the  con(H<]|rtioii 
#f  my  country,  that  it  mm/l  C9neet$  am 
endi  and  perhaps  begins  to  decetf^  than 
for  joining  in  the  murder  of  my  father, 
that  he  mufi  die^at  )af,  and  bepas  W 
gronuoU^ 
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Sltlli,   TO    MIB.ZA   AT  ISF^AUAR* 


THE  Other  TDomingp,  a  fHenci  >of 
mine  came  ta  me,'  thd  told  nrtj 
with  the  air  of  one  who  brin^  an  togr^ 
able  piece  of  news,  that  thei«  was  a  lady 
who  moil  paifionately  dell^ed  the  ple^ - 
fare  of  my  acquaintance,  and  had  cona^ 
flfiiifioned  him  to  carry  me  to  fee  her.  t 
will  not  deny  to  thee, < that.  iD^.Taiiitjp 
was  ^  litde flatter^  with  this  meflfaget  I 
fancied  (he  had  Teen  me  in  f^me  pvublick 
pftace,  and  had  takeii  a  lUkin^  tp  b^  pei;- 
|bni  not  hcingaWe  to  gompj-ehen^what 
other  motive  could  make  her  feodTor  9 
man  (he  was  a  (tinnger'to,  \jn  fo  rree.^n4 
"extraordinary  a  manrter.  I  painted  hcHa 
my  own  imagination  very  young  a"d  very 
fandfome,  and  fet  out,  with  n>oit  pleaf* 
ing  expe£lationsr  to  fee  the  conqjueft  I 
tmd  niade:  but  when  I  arrived  at  the 
jpiace  of  aifignation,  I  found  alktleold 
■woman,  very  dirty,  encircled  by  fpuf 
or  (ive  ftrange  fehowsy  one  of  wIknii 
liad  a  paper  in  his 'hand,  whijch  he  was 
reading  to  her  with  all  the  emphafis  of  an 
author,  - 

My  cam'ing  in  erbtigid  him  to  break 
qfff  yfhkh  pvit  him  a  good  deal  out. of 
iumour{  but  the  lady,  undeirftanding 
vho  I  was,  received  me  with  great'  fa« 
tisfa^ion,  and  told  me,  (he  had  long 
fi^d  a  curiofity  ro  be  acquarnt^  with  a 
Mahometan':  *  Fpr  you  muit  know,*  fai(j 
flie,  *  that  I  haveappIjeH  n^yfetf  paiti- 
*  cularly  to  the  (ludy  of  theology ^  and 
'^  by  profound  meditation  and  enquiry 


tao«  ioiltioK;. 

*  hom  -tife*  ffMui90tt-'9ffm  0p  CSfyHedtm  by* 

*  fome  extraordinary  notion  itf'dfffnitVI 
<  nn  tf^^^WlknKn  attVlMWii^sK^r. 
'  ticalf  each  in  a  way  peculiar  to  him- 
f  r^lf^  th^  ye  fo  ^ood  to  do  me  the 

*  Dbnourof  inftru£bng  me  in  their  fe- 

*  treral  points  of  fakh,  and  fubroit  tlieir 

*  «finianst  to  my  judgment.     Thui, 

*  Sir,  Ihavccompofed  apnr:iteryk1em, 

*  which  ma  ft  necelFjrJiy  he  pei-fefter 
'  than  any,  hec3ul^  it  is  ^ollefled  out  of 

*  ajl  J  bm  to  com  k'itat  It,  I  want  %  I  Lule  of 
'  the  KbrUff,  a  book,  which  I  haw  licard 

*  fjioi^cn  of  mighty  hnndiomdy  bj[ 
'  many  Uarnod'  ipea  of  my  acqyain^ 
'  t^ncc:  and  I  alHir^ytiii,  Sjf,  I  Uioiildf 

*  have  a  Vi;i7good  opinion  of  Mahomet 

*  hjmfelf,  if  ht,  «^ere  not  a  litds-  tvtQ hsird 
'  upon  the  Indies »     £c  fu  kind  therefore 

*  to  imiiffff  me  in  jcitr  mjjlirkj,  and 

*  you  ^lall  fifid  me  very  dstdk  and  \fery 

*  M^t^Tm,*  replied  I  In  enear  cpTjfu- 
fiQikf  '  Idid  ncA  come  to  ^nglaiid  a^  1 
'  mij^mkry,  aiul  wai  uevci    vciied  in. 

*  r4iigkitsJifpi/tat'wH.     Htit  if  a  Peribrv 

*  t&li  won  111  cnieit^iii  yoiir  I  could  teli 
'  you  one   that  lEiq  CiilleiD  iidies  at% 

*  in^^hiy  fund  oiJ" 

*  A  Ptfj fian  taler  ciJctl  flie;  *  hjve yo*' 

*  fhc  infoknce  lo  offer  me  a  ?er^3U  is/*/ 
■  Really  1  SJr^  I  am  n^t  wfcd  to  be  ia 

At  thcfe  words,  (he  retired  into  bier 
clolet,  with  her  whole  train  of  mttapbj' 


have  formed  a  religion  of  my  owa>   Jislam^  apd  kft  my  friend  and  me  to  go 
*  much  better  than  the  *vll^gkr  lone  in    av^y,  at  unworthy  of  any  further  com* 
«  all  refpe^t.    I  never  admit  any  body     munioo  with  h^« 
<  40  vy  houfe«  who  is mn  diiHnguifhed 


LETTER    LXVin. 


SELIUj   TO   MIKZA   AT   ISrAUAV. 


WO  U L  I>S  T  thou  know,  Mirta, 
the'piiefifnt  ftite  of  Htirojpc  ?  I 
iWlgive-it  thee'in  a  very  firi^wbras. 

There  k  o«f  iTiTfibA  in  it/ which  thinks 
^  hdffain|^  bist  how  to  frt^  tipoti  ihe 
Wber^f  while  the  others  are  entirely  taken 
Dp  ^m^ffijpij^'  upon  tntiyiJviii. 


There  is  p»^  «/i/ir^«  where  panicolart' 
tal^fe^  pridcHn  the  etory  of  their  coun- 
t^y;  wteic  \n  fbe  otSeri  no  glory  h  con- 
fidered/but  that  of  railing  or  improving 
a  vail  cftat«. 

There  is  onf  nathn  which,  though 

aBleih-'neg^chitioh,'  putt'  it*8  principal 

K  a;  cOnfi?len''» 
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confidences  ihifwori^  while  ibi others 
trnft  wholly  to  tbefimi  though  much  left 
capable  of  ufing  it  with  advantage. 

There  is  om  fuOion  which  invariably 
purfues  a  great  plan  rf general  dMunkn^ 
while  1^  $tbirs  are  purfuing-  little  in- 
Ufejlt^  thropgh  a  labyrinth  of  changes 
and  contradi^ms, 
.   What^  Mim^  doft.tbQU  think  will 


be  the  confe({oenee  ?  It  tt  not  probablt 
that  this  matien  will  in  the  and  be  lord  of 
all  the  reft/  It  ceruinly  muft.  Obe 
thinj^  only  can  hinder  it,  which  it,  that 
the  tc9s'  of  falling  under  that  yoke»  when 
the  peril  appears  to  be  imminent,  msy 
raife  a  diifeteut  fpiiit  in  all  thofe  natku^ 
9nd  work  out  meir  (afety  from  theiv 
dango^  itfelf • 


LETTER    LXIX. 


8ILIM>  TO  MIUZA  AT  ZaPAHAtf* 


IWu  the  other  day  in  a  coffee- houfe* 
where  I  found  a  man  declaiming 
npon  the  prefent  ftate  of  Perfia,  and  io 
warm  for  the  interefts  of  Tamas  KouU 
Kan,  our  invincible  general*,  that  if  it 
bad  not  been  for  his  language  and  drefs> 
I  ihould  have  taken  him  for  a  Perfian. 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  are  you  acquainted 

*  with  Tamas  Kouli  Kan,  that  you  con- 

*  cem  youifelf  thus  about  him  V 

*  No,'  faid  he,  *  I  was  never  out  of 

*  England  i  but  I  love  the  Periians»  for 

*  being  enemies  to  the  Turks.' 

*  What  hurt  have  the  Turks  done 

*  you,'  anfwered  I,  *  that  you  bear  fuch 
<  enmity  againft  them  V 

*  Sir,'  replied  he,  *  I  am  afraid  thfy 

*  (hould  hurt  the  emperor ,  whofe  friend 

*  I  have  always  declared  myfelf.' 

I  enquired  of  a  gentleman  that  fat 
by  me,  who  this  fhiend  op  the  em* 
FER.OR  might  be;  and  v<ras  told  that 
lie  was  a  dancv^mafter  in  St.  James^a 
Street. 


FaOM   t01IDfF« 

*  For  my  part,*  faid^a  jroung  geodev 
man  finely  drefled,  that  ftood  Jipping  a 
di(h  of  tea  by  the  fire-fide,  *  I  do  not 

*  care  if  Tamaa  Kouli  Kan,  and  the 

*  great  Turk,  and  all  the  perHans  asx! 

*  emperors  in  Europe,  were  at  the  boti 

*  tom  of  the  iea,  provided  Farinelli  be 

*  butfefe.'  j 
The  indifference  of  this  gemleiM 

furprized  me  more  than  the  importaj^ 
of  the  other. 

*  If  you  are  concerned  for  FarinelTi,* 
faid  a  tnird,  (who  they  told  mc  wai  4 
chemift)  *  perfuade  htm  to  take  my 

*  drop ;  and  that  will  fecure  him  from 

*  the  humidity  of  the  Engliih  air,  wbkh 

*  may  very  much  prejudice  his  voice.' 

*  Will  It  not  alio  make  a  fnan  of  him 

*  ^^otnT"  faid  a  gentleman  to  the  doc- 
tor.   *  After  the  miracles  we  have  bten 

*  toin  it  has  performed,  there  is  notbio^ 

*  more  wanting  hxxtfuch  a  ctireto  coi|« 

*  pleat  it's  reputation,' 


LETTER    LXX, 


8ELIM,  TO   MIK.ZA  AT   ISFAHANt 


A  Friend  of  mine  was  talking;  to  me, 
foroe  days  ago,  of  the  fpint  of  en- 
thufiafni,  which  appeared  (o  ftrongly  in 
the  firft  profeflbrs  of  our  religion}  and, 
as  he  pretended,  in  theprophtt  himfelf : 
to  that  cbiefiy  he  afcribcd  their  mighty 
conquefts)  and  obferved,  that  there 
needed  nothing  more  to  render  them  in- 
vincible, fuch  a  fpirit  being  condantly 
attended  with  a  contempt  of  pleafure  and 
of  eafe,  of  danger  and  of  pain. 


«  If,'  faid  he,  « thecnthufiaftsoftbif 

*  countiv,  in  the  reipi  of  Charles  th^ 

*  Firft,  nad  b«en  united  among  them- 

*  felves,  like  the  Arabians  under  Ma* 

*  homet  and  his  fucceflbrs,  I  "f**^*  "J 
<  doubt  but  they  might  have  conquered 

*  ail  Europe:  but  unhappily  their eo- 
«.  thufiafm   viras    direaed   to   diffc»| 

*  points;  fome  were  bigots  to  the  Chnw 

*  of  England}  fomc  to  Calvinj  fom«  ^* 

*  particular  whimfiet  of  their  ownj  o» 


\  *  By  thefe  wordi  it  appeini  that  thelb  Lcttcn  nere  wtittca  before  Tamas  K^J^^ 
ufarped  the  throne.  *  "        '      *1 

•  irti 
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*  iett  pf  them  ran  mad  fo^*  a  repuhlick* 

*  others  were  no  Icfs  out  of  their  wits 
«  in  the  love  of  monarchy;  fo  that,  in- 

*  ftead  of  making  themfelves  formidable 
«  to  their  neighbours,  they  tumcd  the 

*  edge  of  their  fury  againft  each  other, 

*  and  deftroyed  all  peace  and  order  here 

*  at  home.  Yet,  as  much  as  our  an« 
'  ceftort  fuffered  then  by  the  wrong  di- 
.^  region  of  their  zeal,  I  wifli  the  pre- 

*  fent  ag€  may  not  fuffer  more  by  the 

*  total  want  of  it  among  us.    There  Is 

*  fo  cold  and  lifelefs  an  unconcerii  to 

*  every  thing  but  a  narrow,  private  in. 
«  tereft}  wf  are  fo  little  m  eaii>eft  about 


*  religion,  virtue,  honour,  or  the  |oo4 

*  of  our  country  j   that,   unlefs  lome 

*  /park  of  the  ancient  fire  (hould  reviv^» 

*  1  am  afraid  we  (hall  jeft  away  our  H- 

*  hehies,  and  all  that  is  fcrious  to  our. 

*  happinefs.     If  the  great  Mr.  Hamp-  [ 
<  den  had  converfed  with  pur  moJera 

*  race  or  wits,  he  would  have  been  told^ , 

*  Hhat  it  was  a  ridkubus-enthujiafm,  to 

*  trouble  hirafelf  about  a  trifling  Aim  of 

*  money,  becaufc  it  was  raifed  againft 

*  the  privileges  of  the  people;  and  that 

*  he  might  ^^/' a  thoufand  times  more 

*  than   he  difputed  for,  by  a  prudiKt 

*  fuhmiJIton^ 


LETTER    LXXL 


|ELIlf»  TO  MIRZA  AT   ISPAHAN. 


THERE  is  a  new  fdence  produced 
in  Europe  of  late  yeai-s,  entirely 
unknown  to  any  former  age,  or  to  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  which  \i  called 
TREATY  LEARNING.  I  have  been  let 
into  a  g;eneral  idea  of  it  by  a  very  inge- 
nious  friend  of  mine,  who  has  acauired 
a  coniiderable  tatent  in  it,  having  lerved 
an  appreiiticeihip  of  twenty  years  under 
different  makers  in  foreign  courts,  and 
made,  in  a  political  fenfe,  the  tour  oflBu- 
^e.  He  tells  me,  it  is  a  very  extcnfive 
fhidy;  for  not  only  the  rights  of  every 
pnnce,  but  their  inclinations  to  the  rights 
ef  any  other ^  are  therein  fet  forth  and 
comprehended.  This  has  branched  it- 
felf  out  into  an  infinity  oifeparate  and 
ficret  articlej,  engagements,  counter^ 
engagements,  mentor lals,  rsmonft ranees, 
fUclarations\  all  which  the  learned  in  this 
fcience  are  required  to  know  fcrfeftly 
by  heart,  that  they  may  be  ready  upon 
occalion  to  ap^)ly  them,  or  elude  their 
application,  asthemtereft  of  their  matters 
|hali  demand. 

H^  fhewed  me  ten  or  twelve  volumes 
lately  published,  confiding  only  of  the 
treaties  which  have  been  made  iince  the 
begifVning  of  this  centui-y,  four  or  five 
of  which  were  quite  fiUea  with  thofe  of 
England. 

*  Sure,*  faid  I,  'this  hu^e  heap  of 

*  negociations  could  never  Tiavc  been 
^  employed  about  -he  b'lfmtfs  of  this 

*  little  fpot  of  earth  for  fo  fmall  a  fpace 

*  of  time  as  thirty  years  !  N  >— the  af- 

*  fiiirs  of  all  Europe  muft  be  fettled  in 
f  ik%mtf9r  the  tuxt-oMtitry  at  hqfi,^^ 


*  For  the  nextfejjion  of  parliament !  as- 
fwei-ed  he 5  •  the fe  political  machines  am 
feldom  mountea  to  g[o  longer  than  thd^ ' 

*  period,  without  being  taken  to  pieces^ 

*  or  ne^u  fwound-upJ* 

«  But  how,*  faid  I,  *  could  England^ 

*  which  is  an  idand,  be  enough  concem^^ 

*  ed  in  what  paflTes  on  the  continent,  xm- 

*  undergo  all  this  labour  in  adjuttinc 
«  it?' 

f  O,'  replied  he,  *  we  grow  wearf 

*  of  being  confined  ivitbin  the  nam-ise 

*  merge  of  our  onsm  interefts ;  we  thought 

*  It  looked  more  confiderabie,  to  expm* 

*  tiate,  and  give  our  talents  room  topU^, 

*  But  (his  ^as  not  the  only  end  of  our 

*  continual  and  reftlefs  agitation:  it  may 

*  fi-equently  be  the  intereft  of  a  minifteft 
^  if  he  finds  things  in  a  calm,  to  treble 

*  the  ^waters,  and  v^rork  up  a  rtorm  aSout 
'  him;  if  not  to  perplex  and  confound 

*  th'^fe  ahonje  him,  yet  to  embanafs  and* 

*  inrimidate  the  competitors  or  rivals  of 

*  hs  power, 

*  Pel  haps  too  thei-e  might  beaftUr 
'  deeper  mdtlve:  thefe  engagements  are 

*  for  the  moft  part  pretty  chargeable; 

*  and  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  make 

*  them  good,  complain   that  they  are 

*  much  the  poorer  for  them;  but  it  is' 

*  not  fure,  that  thofe  who  form  them  ai« 

*  fo  too.' 

«  As  far,*  faid  I,  '  as  my  little  ob* 

*  fervation  can  enable  me  to  judge  of 

*  thefe  affairs^  the  multiplicity  of  yo^ir 

*  treaties  is  as  hurtful  as  the  multiplicity 

*  of  your  laws.     In  Afia,  afetuplain 

*  nv$rds  are  found  fufficiciit  to  fettle  the 
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*  differences  of  particulars  in  a  ftate,  6r 

*  «f  one  ftate  with  another.    But  here 

*  y^U  ruh  into  *volumis  up^  boih:  and 
«  what  is  the  efl^a  of  it?  Why,  aFter 

*  greiit  trouble  and  great  expekcet  you 
'  are  as  far  from  ^cifiom  as  beforej  nay, 
^  often  more  puczled  and  confounded. 

*  'The  only  dittinaion  fcems  to  be,  that 
"^  iriyoiirlaw^int&f  peiplexing  at  thejr 


*  are,  there  is  at  lift  ii  rule  rf  eqaiy  t» 

*  refort  toj  but  in  the  other  HifpuTes,  the 
'  laft  appeal  i&  to  the  iniquitous  rule  of 

*  firce\  and  printes  treat  6y  the  mouths 

*  of  their  great  gufUy  whih  foan  de- 

*  molifh  all  the  paper  on  l->cth  rides,  aitd 

*  tear  to  pieces  cvtry  cotwtb  ef^  uegs* 

*  ciation/ 


LETTER    CXXIL 


«BLIMy  TO  MIltZA   AT   ISrAHAN. 


ri<oM  LowDoir. 


I  "Was  lately  at  a  tavern  with  a  felt  of 
company  veiy  oddly  p«it  ttgethert 
there  was  a  country  gentleman,  a  man 
of  honeft  principles,  httt  ewtfeaiely  a 
bigQt  to  his  i-digioR,  which  was  that  of 
the  Chvrch  of  Rome  { t)iere  was  a  lawyer, 
^ho  was  a  very  good  Protelbnt,  mode- 
rate  Co  thoie  wh«  differed  from  him  In 
'p<nnts  of  belief,  bwt  lealous  in  thecaufc 
olF  tiviUiberty  ^  there  was  a  courtier,  who 
fomcd  not  tn  believe  any  thing,  and  to 
1^  angry  with  every  body  that  did. 

This  laA  very  rudely  attacked  the 
iitth  of  the  poor  countty  gentleman,  and 
iild  open  to  him  the  frauds  of  the  Ko- 
tDan  i^rieflhood,  who,  byiAow  but  regu- 
lar degi;tes,  had  erected  fuch  a  tyranuy 
over  the  minds  and  fpii  its  of  the  people, 
that  nothing  was  too  grofs  for  them  to 
smpoTe,  or  too  arrogant  to  aflume.  lie 
ftt  foYth  the  vaft  difference  between  a 
>(/^in  the  prijnitive  ages  of  Chnfti- 
a^ity,  aad  a/^,  with  a  tripJe  crown 

S^n  hi«  heady  and  half  the  wealth  of 
luriftendom  in  his  treafury^  He  la- 
iHented  the  (implicitjr  of  thofe  who,  with- 
out looking  back  to  the  «ri,g;Mui/ of  things, 
rna^ine  tMt  all  is  rur^f  which  they  find 
e;ftaSlxJhed\  and  miltake  the  corruptions 
^aMtm  for  thtijfiem  it/efft  he  in- 
^gw  agi&inft  the  pufillanimity  of 
Oiberiy  whb  tliough  li^y  fee  the  cor- 
i^iptioAs,  ^t^'detefl  them,  yet  fulfer 
diem  to-lponCJnuc  wrrefiermed^  only  be- 
^nfe  th«y  bai^ei^'teleratedfiUiiit  as 
%t  any  evits^%  kp  detkgerouSf  by  being 
gfowh  bahitu4l. 

He  cdndudedby.  deelaiming  v^f^ 
^S^uently  ou  the  uie  and  advantage  of 
fitetbiniiugt  that  is,  of  doubting  and 
esM^niining^cvefy  article  pfopofed  \9  otir 
Ig^licjr,  which  auone  could  dete^l  thefe 
iiripoiUiDiiit 'ajhd  coofipviui  theiiip^^ 


poTes  of  their  autbcfsi  mixing,  in  tbc 
courfe  of  his  talk,  with  theic  juft  re- 
fled  ion«,  manv  lice«tious  *wuhcifm$ 
aMnt  M&hat  aur^Ugkn  and  aU^iefi^ 
fif  have  «ver  accounted  facrcd  and  v€- 
nersiWe. 

Hts  antagonift  had  little  to  reply;  but' 
entrenched  himfelf  In  the  hetefRty  of/i^- 
mittingt9  the  autbbritj  of  the  Cburcby  and' 
the  danger  of  allow  hg  piiyate/i^A^jil 
to  call  in  qutition  ber  deci/tons. 

The  difpute  would  have  been  turned 
into  a  quarrelt  by  the  teal  of  oae  and 
the  afperity  of  the  oiber^  ba^l  not  thtf 
lawyer  very  feafonably  interpoled,  who,' 
addr  fling  himfeJf  to  the  advocate  for 
freedom,  deiired  to  know  whettt^  2f- 
berty  in  temporals  was  not  of  import! 
anee  to  mankind,  as  w^ll  al  lAertj  ia 
fpiritueds,     •  How  tlien  comes  it,   that 

*  you,  who  are  (b  warm  for  the  main. 
'  tensmce  of  the  iafl,  are  fo  notoriotiiltr 
«  indifferent  to  the  firfl  ?  To  whatlha^ 

*  we  alcribe  the  mighty  difference  be- 

*  tween  your  POLITICAL  and   REti- 

*  Gious  FAITH?  and  whence  is  it  that 

*  the  former  is  lb  eaff^  and  the  latter  fd 

*  mt ratable  P  Can  tbofe  who  are  thiri 
«  quick  fighied  in  the  frauds  of  fr(*i^- 
'  afiiced  doninion,  fee  no  juggling  at'  all 

*  in  their  civU  rulers  f  Ai«  the  mf^S^ 

*  tiotts  iefs  glarinj^t  or  more  tohrrablet 

*  which  tbej  both  acoiiieice  in  and  fiipw 
,  '  port,  than  thofe  which  they  fo  vio- 
''  iently  oppde  \  JjsX  us  take  the  very 

'  imflance  you  \iist  given.  1\  a  pop$ 
<  more  unlfke  to  a  cbrifiam^^^  thjiA' 

*  zfole  minijler  to  zn*of^j-  epafree 

*  fiatef  If  you  hok  bafk  to  thi  QrJgikd 

*  of  things,  wh^t  trac^  ^witi  yoifflnd 
'  o(  fucb  an  o0cet -In  vvh||t  ancient 

*  conliitution  can  ybu  difcov^^^  foun- 
f  JatioiHi  oifticb  ^pf^^f  U  t^  thii^ 
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a  moft  mamfeft  corrapdon,  growing 
out  of  ten  thoafancl  corniptionti  ana 
naturally  produAive  of  ten  thou&ntl 
mow  F  If  you  fay,  thcic  are  nrnfteriis 
tf  fintt^  and  therefore  n»tt9  baxa^ 
wimed\  I  am  fure  the  mj^eriis  -ydVL 
attack  have  yet  a  hetter  title  to  yoor 
i«fpcAy  and  lefs  mifchief  will  atteiici 
on  their  remaining  not  fubjeft  to  rs- 
fawVy. 

*  Or  will  yvu  borrow  the  arguments 
of^our  adferiary,  and  plead  the  «f- 
c^fy  affuhmfion^  and  the  danger  of 
■irttng  up  teafin  again  ft  autoirk/F 
If  fo»  I  woohl  only  put  you  in  mind, 
that  all  authority  fivwi  frnm  ret^H^ 
and  ought  to  loie  it*s  force  in  propoN 
tfon  as  it  devia'cs  from  tt'a  fource. 

<  It  isn  jeft  to  fay,  that  mankind  can- 
not  be  governed  without  thefa  impoJL 
ttQMJi  they  were  governed  happily  be- 
fore ihifi  wtre  fM'vtftteJf  much  more 
happil  V  than  they  have  been  ever  fince : 
as  well  it  may  be  (aid,  that  Chriftian 
piety,  which  was  eftabltflied  in  plain- 
dealing  and  fimplictty,  muft  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  knavery  and  pag^nirv 
mtroduced  in  late  ages  by  the  Churcn 
of  Rome.  But  the  truth  is»  that  moil 
men  do  in  the  Ibte  juft  what  you  fay 
has  been  done  in  the  Chmxns  they 
mabaasM  abufes  ty  fre/criflhft^  and 
make  the  had  condition  things  are  in 
an  argument  for  letting  them  gro^ 

*  I  cannot/  feid  I,  <  debate  with  the 
{gentleman  who  has  attacked  the  abufes 


'  ofecckfiotK^al  pb«»n-  titxm  the^pdfii. 
^  cttlar  faAs  he  has  afitrted;  nor  wiil*I 
^  wholly  deny  the  conchifions  he  draws 
'  from  thofe  fa^ls.    fiut  it  fcems  to  roc, 
'  that  he  hasoftsn  confounded  twothm^t 
'  entirely  difpenent;  a  juft  regard  to  ^H- 
'  gioniwithootwhichn^focietycanlortg 
^  fubfifty  and  a  weak  attachment  to  wh&c 
^  either  folly  or  knavery  may  hav«  graft* 
'  ed  upbn  religion,  and  fani^ified  under 
'  that  name.    Tadiftmguifk  tbefe,  Is 
'  the  part  of  a  man  ot  ianie,  and»  good 
man)  but  to  attack  b^th  whbout  adv 
diAtnaion,  to  attack  the  Mt  bccaute 
of  the  laft»  is  fit^leaft^M  fiarfroni  troa 
wifilom  as  fupcrftkioi»  itielf.    Can  « 
wot-fe  corruption^  or  a  more  drtadfai 
difonler,  arife  in  any  Kovemnaciit,  tham 
an  open  contempt  oTrriigiott,  avoai*^ 
and  profe(2ed  ^  A  nation  where  thiin 
prevails,  is  on  the  brink  of  deftrvfilion. 
What  degree  of  ae^eft  or^m^on 
'  is  due  tooarticular  religious  opiniont» 
even  to  thoie  which  art  aot  4f$aAii^ 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  now  to  dif- 
pute ;  but  this  I  am  fure  t^^  that  \ 
bihui  cmfide»eg   in  igmporai  Bfhirt 
agrees  very  ill  with  doahi  inj^iftkmak. 
A  free  enquirer  into  points  of  ^lecil- 
lation  (houldy  beyond  all  others,  he 
afhamed  of  a  tame  complianoc  in  poinia 
of  afUon.  .  , 

'  The««r^f»(Mf  maybepafivtfpom 
delufion,  or,  at  leaft,  from  inadver- 
tency; but  the  great^  mm/Ur  and 
njDorfl  armimd  in  fociety  k  a  rft)|^* 
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EVEJIY  aation  ha^  fooie  peculiar 
excellence,  by  which  it  is  diftin- 
fuiftKd  £rom  tt^s  neighbours,  and  of 
]mch  without  vanity  it  may  bo:^.  Thus 
Italy  produces  the  fineft  Jhig9Ti\  Eng- 
Jind  tlic  ftoaicft  b^xirs^  G^ermany  the 
^rofbuodeft  thmlo^ant\  and  France  is 
incomparable  ^r  it*s  xooas.  This 
iaft  advantage  carries  the  pahn  from  all 
«bertft}  «nd  that  natioo  has  great  realbti 
tD  be  proud  of  it,  as  a  talant  of  univer- 
.M  cavmaey,  and  for  which  all  oth^r 
•oouqMies  do  them  homage  >  on  this 
;ib9lt 'pofedion  depeads  4he  pleafiire, 
^  Aagalficcncej  thepride^  nay  the  re- 


Fapip  aaii;apir* 
puUtion,  of  evopy  court  in  Europe. 
Without  a  good  French  cook,  there  is  m* 
amb-^flVdor  can  pofiibly  do  bis  malbrS 
butlAH's,  no  fecretaiiy  of  ftate  can  hoM 
his  oflke,  no  isaa  of  quality  can  ibp- 
port  bis  rank  and  dignity.  A  friend  df 
mine,  who  fiaquently  has  the  hoaour 
to  dine  at  the  uUes  of  tbi  gremy  £ik 
which  he  pays  no  higher  .price  th»i  bU 
JWfte  U  faritmmrmif  has  fomctimea 
obliged  me  vnth  a  bill  of  fari,  aiid<ia 
near  as  he  could)  an  eftinate  af  tbb 
diafge  which  theie  gentcd  eoteitaiii. 
menu  are  attended  with.  I  |0ld  ^hUA, 
that  their  dinaers,  pat  ma  ia  mind  of 
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wluit  I  htd  heard  ibout  tbdr  poUtiekf : 
they  zrt  artificial,  unfubftatttUu,  uid  u/t- 
•nuboUfome,  but  at  the  fame  time  raoft 
rmwufy  expenfive.  *  Sure/  laid  I, 
'  your  great  men  muft  have  Jtgrftions 
piodigicMiily  (harp  and  ftrong,  to  carry 
ofFfuch  a  load  oi  vju-ioos  meats  as  are 
Cenred  up  to  them  every  day !  they  muft 
notonly  be  made  with  iW/r  and  i^tfr/x, 
but  vnxhjiomacbs,  very  different  from 
other  people  T 

♦  Not  in  the  leaft/  anfwered  he. 
They  fddom  touch  any  of  the  dainties 
that  are  before  them ;  thofe  dainties, 
like  the  women  in  your  ieraglios,  are 
more  intended  for  tmament  than  ufe. . 
There  is  always  a  plain  diih  fet  in  a 
comer,  a  homely  jomtof  Engltlh  beef 
or  mutton,  on  which  the  matter  of  the 
feaft  nuiices  his  dinner,  and  two  or 
three  choice  friends,  who  are  allowed 
to  have  a  cut  with  him  .out  of  fpecial 
grace  and  favouri  while  the  reft  are 
Emguifbing  in  vain  for  fuch  a  hap- 
pinefs,  and  piddling  upon  ortolans  and 
trumet* 

♦  I  have  fcen  a  poor  country^enile- 
maD  fit  down  to  one  of  thefe  fine  din- 
ners with  an  extreme  diilike  to  the 
French  cooJceryj  yet,  for  fear  of  be- 
ing counted  unpolite,  not  daring  to  re- 
fufe  any  thing  that  was  offered  biro,  but 
cramming  and  fweatingwiihthe  ftrug- 
gle between  his  averfion  and  civility/ 

♦  Why  then,'  faid  I,  •  this  continual 
extravagance  ?  Why  this  number  of 
victims  daily  facrifiiced  to  the  daemon 
of  luxury  ?  How  is  it  worth  a  man*s 
while  to  undo  hlmfelf,  perhaps  to  un- 
do hit  country,  that  his  board  may  bf 
graced  with  fatis  of  perigord,  when 
his  guefts  had  rather  have  the  fowl 
from  his  barn-door?  Your  compa- 
rison of  the  ferigliowill  not  hold;  for 
though  indeed  th^  is  an  unnecefTary 
variety,  yet  they  are  not  aXl  ferved  up 
to  us  together\  we  content  ourfelvet 
with  one  or  t^im  of  them  at  a  meal, 
and  leferve  the  reft  for  future  enter- 
tainments.* 

I  concluded,  with  repeating  to  him  a 
ftory»  which  is  taken  out  of  the  annals 
«f  our  kings. 

«  Schah  Abbas,  at  the  beginning  of 

*  hit  reigu»  was  more  hixurioua  than 
«  becaroefo  great  a  prince.    One  might 

*  have  judged  of  the  vaftnefs  of  his  .em- 

*  pica  by  the  variety  of  diihea  at  bis 
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<  table:  fome  were  fent  htm  fnNB  <te 

*  Euphrates  and  Perfian  Gulph,  otlicffm 

<  from  the  Oxus  and  Cafpian  Sea.    One 
'  day,  when  he  gave  a  diiirerto  his  no- 

<  bles,  Mahomet  Ali,  keeper  of  the  Three 
«  Tombs,  was  placed  next  to  the  beft 

<  diOvof  all  the  feaft.  out  of  refpcd  for 

*  the  fan6lity  of  his  ofiice:  bi:t  inftead 

*  of  falling  to,  and  eating  heartily,  zs 

*  holy  men  are  wont  to  do»  he  fetched  a 
'  dilinal   git>an,  and  fell  a  weeping. 

*  Schah  Abbas,  furprized  at  bis  beha- 

*  viour,  defired  him  to  explain  it  to  the 
*■  company:  he  would  fain  bare  been 

*  excufcd;  but  the  fophi  ordered  him,  oa 

*  pain  of  his  difpleafure,  to  acqaaiiit 

*  them  with  the  caufe  of  his  diforM*. 

•*  Know,  then,"  faid  he,  «*  O  mo* 
**  narch  of  the  earth  t  that  when  I  (aw 
"  thy  table  covered  in  this  manner,  it 
**  hroi>ght  to  my  mind  a  dream,  or  ra« 
*'  ther  V  1(100,  wliich  was  fent  me  firom 
"  the  prophet  whom  I  ferve.  On  tbt 
*'  feventh  night  of  the  moon  Rhamazan, 
''  I  was  deeping  under  the  (bade  of  the 
'*  facred  tombs,  when,  methougfat,  the 
<*  holy  ravens  of  the  lan^luary  bore  me 
*<  up  on  their  vrings  into  the  air,  and  ta 
**  a  few  morrents  conveyed. me  to  the 
«*  loweft  hekven,  where  the  meflcngcr 
<*  of  God,  on  whom  be  peace!  was 
<*  fitting  in  his  luminous  tribunal,  to 
<*  receive  petitions  from  the  earth.  A- 
*'  round  him  ftood  an  infinite  throng  of 
*'  animals,  ofevery  fpecies  and  quality, 
^*  which  all  joined  in  preferring  a  com- 
^  plaint  againft  thee,  Schah  Abbat,  fisr 
<'  deftroying  them  wantonly  and  tyran* 
<*  nically,  beyond  what  any  necefiitj 
«<  could  juftify,  or  any  natural  appetite 
•*  demand. 

«*  It  was  alledged  by  them,  that  tea 
*'  or  twelve  of  them  were  often  mur- 
<<  dered,  to  compofe  one  diih  for  the 
*<  nicenefs  of  thy  pabte;  fome  gave  their 
<<  tongues  only,  fome  their  bowcU, 
'<  fome  their  fit,  and  others  their  braina 
<*  or  blood.  In  fitort,  they  declared, 
*<  fuch  conftantwafte  was  made  of  them, 
'*  that,  unlefs  a  ftop  was  put  to  it  ia 
**  time,  they  (hould  perifti  entiidy  bf 
*<  thy  gluttony.  The  prophet,  hearing 
*'  this,  bent  bis  brows,  and  ordered  fix 
*<  vultures  to  fetch  thee  alive  before 
<<  him:  they  inftantly  brought  thee  to 
*<  his  tribunal,  where  he  commanded 
*<  thy  ftomach  to  be  opened,  and  ex- 
*<  axnioed  whether  icifasbi§^;er  or  men 
M  capacifMi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PERSIAN    LttT'EKS. 


<<  capacious  than  thole  of  other  men : 
«<  vvhen  k  wfm  foood  to  be  juft  of  the 
**  conuDon  fizcy  be  permitted  all  the  ani* 
<<  mal9  to  make  reprifals  on  the  body 
^<  of  thei^deftroyerj  but,  before  one  in 
<<  ten  tboufand  could  get  at  thee»  every 
«  particle  of  it  was  devoured;  (b  ill- 


75 

**  proportioned  was  the  offender  to  the 
*'  offence." 
*  This  ftoi^  made  fucb  an  impreffion 

*  oft  the  fopht,  ^t  he  would  not  ftiffer 
<  above  one  diih  of  meat  to  bt  brought 

*  to  his  t^ble  tfrer  after/ 


LETTER    LXXIV. 


TO  IBRAttIM  MOLLAC,  AT  ISPAHAK* 


YE $9  holy  Mollac,  I  am  more  and 
more  coiivinced  of  h ;  Infidelity  is 
Certainly  attended  with  a  fpirit  of  infa- 
tuation. The  prophet  hurts  the  under- 
ftandings  of  thofe  who  refiife  to  receive 
his  holy  law;  he  puniflies  the  hardneis 
of  their  hearts,  by  the  depravation  of  their 
judgments.  How  can  we  otherwiie  ac- 
count for  what  I  have  feen  iincemy  arriv- 
al among  Chriftians? 

I  have  feen  a  people,  whofe  venr  be- 
ing  depends  on  commerce,  fufier  Uixtay 
and  the  heavy  loadoftaxit  to  ruin  their 
manufa6lures  at  home,  and  turn  the  ba- 
lance agatnft  them  in  foreigp  trade  I 

I  have  feen  them  glory  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  wealth,  when  they  are  re- 
duced every  year  to  cany  on  the  expences 
of  ipovernment  by  robbm^  the  vttyfund 
which  is  to  eafe  them  of  a  debt  oxjify 
millionsl 

I  have  feen  them// Mf/>fef//,  augmtnt 
{htir/orcefp  exprefs  continual/for/ofan 
ittvajSoMf  and  fuffer  continual  depreda- 
tions upon  their  merchants  from  a  con* 
teroptible  enemv}  yet  all  the  while  hue 
themfelves  in  the  notion  of  bebog  ■  bleft 
with  zprtfound  and  lafting  femce! 
^   1  have  fccn  them  wrapped  up  in  full 


raoM  toftDOK« 

fecurity,  upon  the  flourifhtng  ftate  o^ 
pMkk  credit^  only  becaufe  thev  bad  a 
frodipoujjiock  of  papify  which  now, 
indeed,  they  circulate  as  money;  but 
which  the  firft  alarm  of  a  calamity  may^ 
in  an  inftant,  make  men  taper  ox  z^\i\\ 

I  have  feen  them  confUntly  bufied  in 
pqffinglanus  for  the  better  regulation  of 
their  poUce^  and  never  taking  any  cart 
of  their  executiofi\  loudly  declaring  the 
abufes  of  theii*  government,  and  quietly 
allowing  them  to  encreafe! 

I  have  ieen  them  diftreffed  for  loenttiif 
bands  to  carry  on  their  hufbandry  and 
manufa&ures}  yet  permitting  thoufands 
of  their  peojple  to  Imc  deftroyed,  or  lien* 
dered  ufelefs  and  hurtful  to  fociety,  by 
the  abominable  ufe  oifpirituotis  liquors! 

I  have  feen  them  lAake  fuch  a  prwn^ 
fimfot  their  pwtr^  as  would  relieve  all 
their  wants  if  well  applied;  and  fuffer  a 
third  part  of  them  Xofiarve^  from  tht 
roguery  and  riot  of  thofe  entrufted  with 
die  care  of  them  t 

But  the  greateft  of  all  the  moomiers  I 
have  ieen,  and  which  moft  of  all  proves 
their  imfatnaiioff^  is,  thsitthey  profefi  TO 
MAINTAtM  LIBBRTY  BT  COKilVl'*> 
TlOtf.  ,         • 


LETTER    LXXV, 


•  BLlIf,  TO  MIEZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


T  Felicitate  thee,  Mlm,  on  thy  new 
^.  dignity ;  I  bow  myielf  reveTenuy  be- 
fore thee,  not  with  the  heart  of  a  flat- 
terer, but  a  friend)  the  favmir  of  thy 
mafter  fliines  upon  theej  he  has  raifed 
thee  to  the  right-hand  of  his  throne; 
tht  treafures  of  Perfia  are  committed 
X%  thy  cuftodys  if  thou  behaveft  thy« 


PROM   10MD0N< 


ielf  honeftly  and  wilely,  I  /hall  think 
tb(«  much  gneUif  from  thy  adjanct^ 
menti  if  otherwiie,  much  btver  than  be- 
fore. Thou  haft  undertaken  a  charge 
very  important  to  thy  prince  and  to  his 
people;  both  are  equally  concerned  in 
thy  adminiftratioBy  both  hav^  equally  a 
nght  to  thy  fidelity,  {f  evgr  thou  (halt 
JU  Itparatc 
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ieparate  their  intereft$»  if  thou  (halt  iet 
up  the  one  againft  the  other,  know,  it 
will  end  in  the  ruin  of  both.  Do  not 
imagine  that  thy  mafter  will  he  richer 
by  draining  his  lubje^s  of  their  wealth : 
fuch  gains  are  irreparaMt  loJfes\  they 
may  fervc  a  prefent  ibrdid  pui  pofe,  but 
dbry  up  the  iburces  of  opulence  for  futu- 
rity. 

I  would  recommend  to  thy  attention 
and  remembrance>  the  laying  of  a  fa- 
mous Engtifli  treafurer  in  the  happy 
reign  of  (^een  Elizabeth.     •  I  do  not 

•  love,'  laid  that  tmly  able  minifter, 
«  to  fee  the  ti^afuiy  fwcU  like  a  diftem- 

•  pered  fpleen,  when  the  other  parts  of 

•  the  Hate  arc  in  a  conrumt)tioft,*  Be 
it  thy  care  to  prevent  fuch  a  decay  j  and, 
to  that  end,  not  onlv  fave  the  pubiick 
all  unneceflary  expencc,  but  fo  digefl 
and  order  what  is  needful,  that  ttrpUxi' 
tj  mr.v  not  fciveto  cover  fraud,  norm- 
catacity  lurk  behind  conjufion.  Rather 
fubrait  to  any  difficulty  and  diftrefs  in 
tlic  condu^  of  thy  miniftry,  than  antU 
dfate  the  revenues  of  the  government 
without  an  abfolute  neceflity^  for  fuch 
expedients  are  a  temporary  eaft,  but  a 
fermanent  defiruStiott, 


In  relieving  the  people  from  their 
Uxes,  let  it  alfo  be  thy  glory  to  relieve 
them  from  the  infinite  number  of  tax- 
gatherers^  which,  Ux  worfe  than  liie 
Turkifh  or  Ruffian  armies,  have  W- 
raffed  7S\^  plundered  our  poor  CMmtiy. 

As  thou  art  the  diftriUuior  of  the 
bounties  of  the  crown,  mak-  them  the 
reward  of  fervice  and  merit;  not  tnehire 
of  parafites  and  flatterers  to  thy  mitcr 
ox  thyftlf  But,  above  all,  as  thou  art 
now  a  fublici  perfon,  elevate  thy  ni»ii4 
beyond  any  private  'vie^w^  try  to  en- 
rich the  pubiick  before  ihvfelf 5  aod 
think  lefs^ofedabliihing  thy  family  at 
the  bead  of  thy  country,  th-n  of  fcniug 
thy  country  at  the  head  of  Afia. 

If  thou  canft  Iteadily  pedcvtreinfiKh 
a  conduct,  thy  prince  will  want  the 
moje  than  thou  dofibifn:  if  thou  build- 
elt  thy  fortune  on  any  other  bafis^  how 
high  ibever  it  may  riii!,  it  will  be  totter- 
ing fiom  the  nueaknefs  of  ifsfouMjA- 
tiom* 

He  alone  >s  a  mnifler  offtate^  wboie 
fervices  are  necejfary  to  tbt  publuk\  the 
reft  are  the  creatures  of  caprice^  and  iccl 
their  fiavery  even  in  their  po^wer. 


LETTER    LXXVL 


8ELIM;   to  MIRZA  AT  ISPAHAN. 


THE  virtuous  AbdalUh  is  returned 
to  England,  after  having  been  abi- 
fcnt  fourteen  moons.  I  yelterday  re- 
ilorcd  to  him  his  lovely  Zelis,  the  wife 
whoni  he  had-  given  me  at  his  departure, 
and  whom  I  hadtifeated  like  nj^er. 
Nothing  ever  |pa«  Ip  living  as  the  fcene, 
when  I  joined  their  hfnds  again  aOuu;  a 
ieparation  which  they')iad  feared  woui| 
prove  eternal^.  The*  DofTcfTion  of  ti|f 
fineft  woman  in  the  world  could  not  gi|re 
me  fo  much  pleafare  as  this  a£t  of  hv« 
manity  and  juftice:  I  made  two  pe<^ 
happy,  who  deferved  itj  and  am  ifecured 
of  tne  affejlions  of  both  to  the  l^ft  mo* 
mcnt  of  their  lives. 

Whch  the  tranfports  of  their  joy  were 
a  little  over,  Abdallah  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing relation  of  all  that  had^happened 
to  him  fincthc  left  us* 
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THE   HISTORY  OF   ABDALLAH. 

YOU  know  that  I  failed  from  Bng- 
^  land  with  an  intent  to  redeeai  mj 
father  from  captivity.  As  foon  tff 
came  to  Malta,  I  went  and  threw myictf 
at  the  feet  of  the  grand  mafter,  belcecb- 
ing  him  to  take  the  ranfom  I  had  broogbti 
.  and  fet  am  father  free. 

He  anfVered  me,  that  the  perfon  (^ 
whods  I  Qte^  was  no  longer  in  a  coiMb- 
tion  to  be  ranfbmed,  being  condemDn 
to  die  the  next  day.  I  was  rea<hr  to  (fe 
myfelf  at  this  account;  and,  dewing t^ 
know  his  ofience,  w^  informed,  tBUr 
being  unable  to  redpegi  htfiifelf>  ^^ 
put  to  the  oar  like  a  common  flave,  witi>' 
out  any  regard  to  his  innocence  or  ^^ 
thatdtfringanengagememwith  iTof^'^ 


•  See  Page  451 
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iOi  ihip;  he  had  perfuaded  the  other 
Glares  toauit  their  oars,  and  fi^htagainft 
the  Chriftians$  but  that«  being  over- 
powered, he  wai  brought  to  Malta,  and 
condemned  to  be  broke  upon  the  wheel, 
as  an  example  to  the  other  captives  in 
thegallies:  but  this  dreadful  lentence 
mras  to  be  executed  upon  him  the  morn- 
fug  after  my  arrival,  and  no  random 
could  be  accepted  for  his  life.  - 

« O  Heaven!'  faid  I,  •  did  I  come fo  far 

•  to  no  other  purpose  but  to  be  witncfs  of 
^  the  death  of  my  wretched  father,  and 

•  a  death  fo  full  of  horror!  Would  the 
^  waves  of  the  fea  had  fwallowed  me 
'  up,  before  I  reached  this  fatal  and 

•  accurfedihore!— OAbdeiamen!  Omy 
^  father!  what  avails  to  thee  the  piety  of 
«  thy  fon?  How  fliall  I  bear  to  take  my 

•  leave  of  thee  for  ever,  at  our  fii-ft  meet- 

•  ing,  after  an  abfence  which  fecmcd 
'  fo  long  ?     Can  I  ftand  by,  and  give 

•  thee  up  to  torments,  when  I  flatteiT.d 

•  myfelf  that  I  arrived  to  bring  thee  li- 

•  berty  ?    Alas  !  my  prefence  wijl  only 

•  aggravate  thy  fufFerings,  and  make 
«  the  bittemefs  of  death  more  inlup- 

•  portable!' 

In  this  extremity,  I  ofTered^he  ?rand 
anaOer,  not  only  to  pay  down  all  the 
ranfom  I  had  proroifed  before,  but  to 
-  yield  myielf  a  voluntary  flave,  artd  fervc 
m  the  gallics  all  my  life,  if  Abderamen's 
Blight  be  fpared. 

He  feemed  touched  with  my  propofal, 
and  inclined  to  pity  me;  but  was  told 
by  a  Jefuit,  who  was  his  con  ft  (Tor,  that 
an  example  of  feverity  was  neccfTaryj 
and  that  he  ought  to  pardon  my  father 
on  no  other  terms  but  renouncing  Ma- 
hometil'm,  and  beipg  converted  imnx^i- 
ately  to  the  Cburcb  o/Jlomi. 

*  No,'  cried  I,  •  if  that  is  to  be  the 

•  price  of  a  few  unhappy  years,  it  is 
<  better  both  of  us  (hould  pei  i(h  than 

•  accept  themf  But  can  you,*  faid  I 
to  the  prieft,  '  who  profefs  an  hojinels 

•  fuperior  to  other  men,  can  you  obJli  uft 

•  the  mercy  of  your  prince,  and  compel 

•  him    to    dedroy    a    wretched    mail, 

•  whofe  only  crime  was  the  natui-al  love 

•  of  liberty  >  Is  this  your  wav  of  mak- 

•  ing  converts  to  your  faith,  by  the  tcr- 

•  rcr  qf  racks  and  wheels,  inllead  of 

•  reafon?* 

^y  reproaches  fignified  nothing  bpt 
to  incenfe  him,  and  I  quitted  the  paiare 
}n  defpair.  I  was  going  to  the  prilon, 
%o  ice  my  father,  for  tlic  firil  and  lall 


time,  when  a  Turki(h  flave  accofted  me, 
and  bade  me  follow  him.  I  refufed  to 
do  it)  but  he  aflbred  me  it  was  of  mo* 
ment  to  the  life  of  Abderamen.  I  foU 
lowed  him,  and  he  led  me  by  a  hack- 
way  to  a  woman's  apartment  in  the  pa- 
lace. I  continued  there  till  paft  mid- 
night without  feeing  any  body,  in  agi* 
tations  not  to  be  conceived:  at  laft there 
came  to  me  a  lady  richly  drcfled  in  the 
habit  of  my  own  country.  After  look- 
ing at  me  attentively  fome  time — •  O 

*  Abdallahr  faid  (he,  '  have  you  forgot ' 

<  ^S^oraide,  the  After  of  Zelis?* 

Thefe  words  ibon  brought  her  to  my 
rf  mcmbrance,  though  I  had  not  feen  her 
for  many  years.  I  embraced  her  tender- 
ly, and  defired  to  hear  what  fortune  had 
carried  her  to  Malta. 

« You  know,'  faid  ihe,  «  that  my  fa- 

*  mi]y  is  of  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  and 

*  that  I  uas  married  youne  to  a  rich 

*  merchant  of  Aleppo.     I  had  by  him 

*  two  children,  a  fon  and  daughter;  and 

*  4ived  very  happily  Ibme  years,  till  my 

*  hu(band*s  biifinefs  carrying  him  to 
«  Cyprus,  I  perfuaded  him  to  let  mego, 

<  andmakeavif)t  to  my  relations  in  that 

*  iAand.     In  our  paflage  a  violent  ftorm 

*  arole,  which  drove  us  weftward  be- 

*  yond  the  ifle  of  Candiaj  and  before 
«  we  could  put  into  any  harbour,  a  Mai- 
«  tefe  pirate  attacked  us,  killed  my  huf- 

*  band,  and  carrietl  me  to  Malta.     My 

*  beauty  touched  the  he*rt  of  the  g^rtnd 

*  mafter,  which  is  the  more  furprizingt 

*  as  I  took  no  pains  to  fet  it  off,  think- 

*  ing  of  noihine  but  the  lofs  I  had  fu- 
«  ftained.    He  bought  me  of  the  knight 

*  whofe  priie  I  wssj  and  I  thought  it 

*  fome  comfoit  in  my  cap-ivity,  that  I 

*  was  delivei^d  from  tie  hands  that  had 

*  been  Itained  in  my  h\  iband's  blood. 

*  The  pafTion  of  my  new  lord  was  fo 
'  exceflive,  that  he  ufed  me  moiT  )ike  a 

*  princefs  than  a  tlave.     He  could  de- 

*  ny  me  nothing  I  aiked  him;  and  was 

*  fo  liber^^l,  that  he  never  approached  inc 

*  without  a  pi-efent.  You  fee  the  pomp 
«  and  magnificence  in  which  I  live.   My 

*  wealth  IS  great,  and  my  power  in  this 

*  place  fuperior  to  any- body'?.     Hmr 

*  then.    A>>daUah,  what  my  friendship 

*  h?s  done  for  you,  an<l  rem^rmbcj-  ttie 

*  obligation  you   have  to  rr.e.    I  have 

*  employed  ?A\  my  intereft  with  my  loxcr 

*  to  iave  the  life  of  Abdeiamen:  he'has 

*  con  fen  ted  to  itj  and,  moreover,  to  let 

*  hira  free  upon  the  payment  of  the  »an- 

J-  »  *  U>m 
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f  fom  you  propo«ed»    But,  in  recom- 
pence,  for  th»aid  which  I  have  given 

*  you,  you  mu(i  promife  to  aflift  roe  in 

*  an  aflrair  that  will  probably  be  at- 
'  tended  with  fomc  danger.'  1  aflured 
ber»  there  was  nothing  I  would  not 
rifque,  to  do  the  (ifter  of  Zelii  any  fer* 
?ice. 

*  You  fltallknow,*  £ud  (he»  '  what 

*  it  ia  I  require  of  you,  when  the  time 

*  comes  to^utit  in  execution;  till  (hen, 

*  rcroaioatMalta,  and  wait  my  orders/ 
At  thefe  words,  (he  delivered  to  roe  a 

pfurdon  under  the  ital  of  tlie  giand  ma,^ 
rter,  and  bid  me  carry  it  inftantly  to  my 
father.  I  was  fo  tfanfported  that  I, 
CDvld  not  (tay  to  thank,  her:  I  ran,  I 
flew,  to  the  prlfon  of  Abderamen;  andj 
ibewingtbe  order  I  brought  with  roe  to 
his  guards,  was  admitted  to  the  dun- 
geon wliere  he  lay. 

The  poor  old  man,  expe^ing  nothing 
bat  dca<b,  and  believing  I  was  the  offi- 
cer that  came  to  carry  him  to  the  place 
of  execution,  faintett  away  before  I  had 
time  to  difcovcr  to  him  either  my  perfon 
or  my  errand.  While  he  lay  in  that 
ftate  of  infenfibility,  I  unbound  his 
cbains,  and  bore  him  into  the  open  air; 
where,  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  ht 
recovered.  «  O  my  faihcrP  faid  I  to 
him,  when  I  perceived  that  his  ienfet 
were  returned,  *  do  you  not  know  your 

*  fon  Abda  lah,  who  is  come  hither  to 
'  fave  your  life,    who    has   obtained 

*  your  pardon,  and  redeemed  you  from 

*  captivity  ?*  The  furprize  of  joy  that 
feized  him  in  that  inibnt,  at  my  fight 
and  words,  was  too  fudden  and  violent 
for  his  age  and  weaknefs  to  fupport. 
He  ftruggled  fome  time  to  m^ke  an 
anfwer;  but  at  lad,  ftrainini^  mc  in  his 
ai'ms,  and  muttering  fome  half- fonned 
founds,  he  funk  down,  and  expired  on 
my  bofom. 

When  I  faw  that  he  was  dead,  I  loft 
all  patience;  and,  covcjfin^  mylcjf  with 
dim,  bewailed  my  foIiy,  in  not  tilling 
him  my  jood  tidings  by  degrees. 

By  this  time  it  was  broavl  dayj  and 
the  whole  town,  being  informed  of  my 
afBiflion,  was  gathered  about  me  in 
great  crowds.  The  grand  mafterhim- 
ftif,  taking  pity  of  me,  fent  to  tell  me, 
that  he  would  permit  we  to  bear  away 
my  father's  body  to  Aleppo, and <xcufc 
me  the  ranibm  1  had  offered ,  fince  death 
bad  delivered  him  without  it.  This  in- 
|l«lgence  comfoortcd  me  a  little^  and  I 


would  have  embarked  immeditteljr  &r 
the  Levant,  if  I  had  not  been  RoMd  by 
my  promife  to  Zoraide.  Sererai  days 
pafled  without  my  bearing  any  news  of 
her.  I  had  already  hired  a  finall  veflel, 
and  put  onboard  the  remains  of  Abder- 
amen; when,  late  one  night,  I  wat 
waked  out  of  my  flcep  by  Zoraide^ 
in  the  habit  of  a  man,  who  told  me, 
that  (he  was  come  to  claim  my  promife. 
I  adced  what  (he  required  me  to  do, 

*  To  carry  me  to  Aleppo,'  anfwered 
(he,  <  that  I  may  fee  my  dear  chUdren 

*  once  again,  and  enrich  them  with  the 

*  treafures  which  I  have  gained  from 

*  the  bounty  of  my  lover.    Thofe  trea- 

*  fures  are  ufelefs  to  me  without  them; 
'  in  the  midft  of  all  my  pomp  and  out- 

*  ward  pleafure,  I  am  peipetually  pining 
'  for  their  lofs;  the  mother's  ttatt  is 
'  unfatisfied  within;  oorwill  it  let  me 

*  enjoy   a  moment^s  peace,  till  I  am 

*  rcitored  to  them  in  my  happy  Aative 

<  land,*  As  (he  faid  this,  (he  (hewed 
me  fome  bags  of  gold,  and  a  ca(ket 
filled  with  jewels  of  great  value.  *  I  muft 

<  infift,  Abdallah,* continued  (he,  'that 

*  you  fet  (ail  this  very  night,  and  take 

*  me  along  with  you.     The  weadier  is 

*  tempe(h]Ous,,  but  that  ,circumftance 
'  will  favour  my  efcape;  and  t  had  ra^ 

*  ther  venture  to  perifh  in  the  fea,  tbam 

*  live  any  longer  from  my  family.' 
The  fen(c  of  the.obligatiou  I  had  to 

her  made  me  confent  to  do  what  (he  de- 
fired,  how  perilous  foever  it  appeared  to 
me.  As  I  had  a  permiffion  from  thf 
grand  mafter  to  go  aviay  as  foon  as  I 
thought  (it,  I  put  to  fea  that  night  with* 
out  any  hindrance;  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing  hard  o(F  the  (hore,  in  a  little  while 
we  were  out  of  (jght  of  Malta.  The 
water  was  fo  rough  for  two  or  three  days, 
that  we  thought  it  imix>ffible  our  barque 
could  weather  it  out;  but  at  length,  the 
ftorms  abating,  we  purfued  our  voyage 
with  a  very  fair  wind,  and  arrived  fafe 
in  the  port  of  Scanderoon.  2oraide 
was  tranfported  with  the  thought  of  be- 
ing fo  near  Aleppo  and  her  children  | 
(he  embraced  me  in  the  moft  a|[edionato 
manner,  and  expteded  a  gratitude  for  - 
the  fervice  I  had  ^one  her  far  beyoo4* 
what  it  deferved.  But  how  great  waa 
her  difappointment  and  affli^bion,  whei^ 
we  were  told  by  the  people  of  Scande- 
roon,  that  the  plague  vtnt  i%  Aleppo^ 
and  had  deftroyed  a  third  part  of  the 
inhabitants » 
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*  Ah»  ^qwtched  Zenide  1*  cried  lhe» 
weopiD^y  *  where  are  now  a)!  thy^hopetf^ 

*  ot  being  bleft  in  the  iight  of  th^  two 

*  children  ?  Perhaps  thofe  two  chiidrsu 
<  are  no  more  5  or,  if  they  ftill  live,  it  is 

*  in  hourly  expectation  of  dying  with 

*  thereft  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Pcr- 
'  baps  at  this  moment  they  beeih  td 

*  ilcken,  and  want  the  care  of  their  mo- 

*  ther  to  tend  upon  them>  when  they 

*  are  abandoned  by  every  other  friend.' 
Thus  did  (he   tortuie  herfdf .  with 

dreadful  apprehenfions;  and,  often  turn- 
ing her  eyes  towards  Aleppo,  gave  hcr- 
ielf  up  to  all  the  agonies  of  grief. 

I  faid  every  thing  I  could  think  of  to 
relieve  her,  but  (he  would  not  be  com- 
forted. 

The  next  morning  the  fervants  I  had 
put  about  her  came  and  told  me  that  (he 
was  not  to  be  found :  they  alfo  brought 
rae  a  letter,  which  informed  me,  that, 
not  bein^  able  to  endure  the  uncertainty 
ihe  was  m  about  her  children,  (he  had 
iiolen  away  by  night,  and  gone  to  Alep- 
po to  (hare  their  danger  with  them  ; 
that,  if  (he  and  her  family  efcaped  the 
ficknefs^  I  (hould  hear  from  her  a^n  | 
but  that,  if  they  died,  (he  was  relolved 
not  to  furvive  them.  She  added,  that 
flie  had  left  me  a  box  of  diamonds 
worth  two  thoufand  piftoles,  beine  a 
fourtli  part  of  the  jewels  which  (he  had 
brought  from  Malta  by  my  alfiliance. 

You  may  imagine  how  deeply  I  wa« 
afieCted  at  reading  this  letter.  I  refolv- 
cd  to  ftay  at  Scanderoon  till  J  had  fome 
news  of  her,  notwithftandin^  my  paf- 
fionate  de(ire  to  return  to  Zelis.  I  bad 
waited  live  weeks  with  great  impatience, 
Wlien  we  received  accounts  that  the  in- 
fe6Uon  was  ceafed,  and  the  commerce 
with  Aleppo  redoi-ed  again.  I  imme- 
diately went  to  vifit  my  native  town  j 
but,  alas  I  I  had  little  pleafore  in  the 
fight  of  it,  after  fo  difmal  a  calamity. 
My  fixh  enquirywas  about  Zoraide  and 
her  children.  They  carried  me  to  her 
houfe,  where  I  found  her  fon,  a  youth 
of  fixteen,  When  I  made  myfelf 
known  to  him,  he  fell  a  weeping,  and 
told  me  his  mother  and  (ifter  Were  both 
dead.  I  very  fmcerely  joined  with  him 
10  his  grief,  and  o(fered  to  reltore  to  him 
tjic  jewels  (he  had  givep  rae»     •  fjp. 


Abdadabt*  Aud  he,  <  Itm  rich  enough 
in  what  linkerk  from  my  father  and! 
Zoraide.  But  thefe  riches  cannot 
codifort  me- for  her  death,  nor  any 
time  wear  out  of  my  remembrance  the 
uncommon  a(ie£lion  which  occa(]oned 
it.  O,  Abdallah!  what  a  mothar 
have  I  lo(t,  and  what  a  friend  areyos. 
deprived  off  When  (he  canfe  hither,' 
continued  he,  •  from  Scanderoon,  mf 
(ifter  and  I  bdieved  we  had  feen  a 
fpirit:  but  when  we  found  it  was  roaU 
ly  Zoraide,  otit  hearts  melted  withf- 
tendernefs  and  joy.  That  joy  was 
foon  bverj  for,  the  third  day  a(terher 
arrival  at  Aleppo,  I  found  myfelf 
iirizedwith  the  di(fempcr.  She  never 
quitted  my  bedfide  during  my  illnefs  j 
and  to  the  care  (he  took  of  me  I  owed 
my  life:  but  it  proved  fttal  to*  ber 
and  my  poor  (ifter,  who  both  caught 
*^the  inreftion  by  nuHing  me;  and, 
'  having  weaker  con(htution$,  v?ere  not 
able  to  fti-uugle  with  it  fo  well.  My 
fifter  died  firft,  aiid  Zoraide  quickly 
followed!  whtn  (he  perceived  herlclf 
ju(t  expiring,  (he  called  me  to  her,  and 
bade  me  cndciivour  to  (ind  you  out  at 
Scanderoon,  and  let  yoO  know,  that 
(he  bequeathed  to  you  the  portion  (he 
had  intend^  for  my  fifter,  amounting 
to  (ive  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  as  to 
the  man  in  the  worid  fhe  moft  efteem. 
ed:  (he  added,  that  to  you  (he  recom* 
mended  me  with  her  iate(t  breath, 
imploring  you  to  take  care  of  mc  for 
her  fake,  and  the  fake  of  her  fifter 
Zelis.' 

The  poor  boy  was  not  able  to  go  oa 
with  his  ftory  anjr  further.  I  accepted 
the  legacy,  and  did  my  utmoft  to  dif- 
charge  worthily  the  truft  conferred  upon 
me:  but  my  (irft  care  was,  to  bury  Ab- 
dcramen  with  all  thepomp  that  our  cuf. 
toms  will  admit.  After  (ome  time  fpent 
m  fettling  the  affairs  of  my  pupil,  Vnd 
my  own,  I  took  apa(rageon  board  an 
Engli(h  fliip,  «nd  arrived  happily  in 
London.  '  ' 

I  am  now  poflcft  of  a  fortune  that  It 
fufficient  to  maintain  Zelis  in  the  man- 
ner Ldefire;  and  have  notfaiag  aiore  to 
a(k  of  Heaven  but  asi  opportunity  of 
repaymgyou,  O  Seliai,  the  friendftitp 
wdgWdnoftyiMihayciic'wniiie. 
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8BLIM9   TO  MIRZA   AT  ISPAHAN. 


moM  i.«ii»«ir; 


IAm  goin^,  in  tht  confidence  of  friend- 
(kipf  to  give  thee  a  pifoof  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  natare,  and  the  unac- 
countable capiicioui'nefs  of  our  oaifions. 
Since  I  delivered  up  Zelis  to  t\r  huf- 
band,  I  have  not  enjoyed  a  monienf  s 
peace.  Her  beauty,  which  I  faw  with- 
out  emotion^  while  (he  continued  in  my 
poti/eTf  now  (he  is  out  ofit^  has  fired  nie 
to  that  degree,  that  I  have  almofl  lo(V 
my  reafon.  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  her  in 
the  poflHHon  of  the  man  to  whom  I 
gave  her:  if  (hame,  if  defpair,  did  not 
ninder  it,  I  (hould  a(k  him  for  her 
v^iffain.  lo  this  uneafmefs  and  diforder 
of  my  mind»  there  remains  but  one  part 
for  me  to  take:  I  muft  fly  from  her 
charms  and  my  own  weaknefs  \  I  mud 
retire  into  Perfia;  and  endeavour,  by 
abfcnce  and  different  obje£ls,  to  efface 
die  impreinons  (be  has  made.  Alas ! 
what  wall  I  find  there  ?  a  (eraglio  com- 
pofed  of  beautiful  Jla'ves'y  the  m^ree- 
nary  proftituttSf  or  reluffaut  'viSiims^  to 
grofs  and  tyrannical  lull!  What  rational 
commerce  can  I  hope  for  with  ibeje? 
what  true  affeSion,  what  foiid  ^tace^ 
what  heart'jeUdekgbt?  Bur,  were  Zclis 
my  wife,  in  fucb  a  'wife  I  fliould  find 
the  moft  endeared^  rooft  flea/mg^  moft 
faithful  friend.  All  the  precautions  of 
eaftern  jealoufy  would  then  be  gnnecef- 
fary  5  thofe  wretched  precautions  whieh, 
while  they  bar  the  door  apinft  difho- 
»our,  fhutout  efteem,  the  life  of  friend- 
Ihip;  and  confidence,  the  foul  of  love. 

Thou  wilt  be  furpriied  at  my  titJking 
thus;  but  what  I  feel  fur  Zelis,  an^ 


what  I  have  feen  in  England,  has  over- 
come my  native  prejudices :  I  hav*  leen 
here  wives,  over  whofe  conda^,  though 
perfcftl^  fice,  nligion,  bottour^  and  love^ 
are  itnfler  guards  than  legions  of 
eunuchs,  or  walls  of  brafs:  I  have  feen, 
by  conleq\ience,  mucb  happier  bujhands 
than  any  Perfian  can  poffibly  be.  We 
will  difcourfe  on  thi«  fubje6l  more  ful- 
ly when  I  am  with  thee :  and  it  will  be 
my  grcateft  pleafure,  to  try  to  remove 
out  of  thy  mind  all  thofe  prepofTtflions 
of  which  my  own  has  been  cured  by  my 
abode  in  this  countiy.  If  I  bring  thee 
home  truth,  I  am  fure  thou  wilt  think 
that  I  have  travelled  to  better  purpofe, 
than  if  I  came  back  fraught  with  the 
gold  of  Peru,  or  the  diamonds  of  Gol- 
conda. 

I  have  more  than  eoropleated  the  fbnr 
years  (lay  I  propofed  making  in  Eng- 
land J  and  am  now  determined  to  pafs 
through  France  as  far  as  Marfdlles,  and 
embark  from  thence  for  the  Levant,  as 
foon  as  the  bufmefs  with  which  I  aro 
charged  on  the  put  of  fome  of  my 
friends,  with  the  Turky  merchants 
there,  will  pennit.  It  is  my  fixed  rc- 
fplution  to  go  away  without  giviifg  Zelis 
the  leafl  intimation  of  the  caiife  of  mf 
dcpartui-e.  Abdallah  (hall  never  know 
that  I  am  his  ri'val\  it  would  take  too 
much  from  tht  charaftrr  of  ^friend, 
'I  hou  ait  the  only  one  to  whom  I  dare 
confide  my  folly  j  and  fmce  it  has  hurt 
nobody  mit  myfclf,  I  hope  thou  will 
rather pi(y  th^  blame  me  for  it. 


LETTER    LXXVIII. 
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IAm  juft  on  the  point  of  leaving  Eng- 
land: Abdallah  and  Zelis  have  rci- 
ceived  my  adieus,  llie  combat  is  paii; 
my  refol'itions  flrengthon,  and  thou 
maycft  expe£l  ere  long  to  fee  thy  friend, 
with  a  m»nd  a  good  deal  altered  by  his 
travels}  but  a  heart,  which  to  thee,  to 
h'iS  coimtty^  and  to  bis  <Ar/^,  is  ttiU  tbi 
fame* 


f RfM   L01l»0ir« 


It  would  be  nnjuft  and  ungrateful  in 
.  mc  to  quit  th'u  ijlaifd,  without  exprcf- 
fmg  a  very  high  ci^eem  of  tht  good fas/e. 
Jincerity^  and  good  nature ,  I  have  tound 
among  the  Engtijb:  to  thefe  quaiitie^  I 
might  alfo  add  pohtenefs,  which  certiin- 
ly  they  have  as  good  a  titje  to  as  amy  rf 
their  neighbours,,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
this  accooiplifbment  has  been  acquired 
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too  much  at  Aecxpcncc  of  other  Tirtues 
more  folicl  and  eflential.  Of  their  in- 
duflry^  their  commerce  is  a  proof;  and 
for  their  'uahur,  let  their  enemies  de- 
clare it.  Of  xhtxT faults  1  will  at  prefent 
fay  no  more,  but  that  many  of  them  arc 
nenjuly  introduced,  and  fo  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  the  people,  that  one  would 
hope  they  might  be  eafily  rooted  out. 
They  are  undoubtedly,  all  circumftancea 
confidcred,  2i  very  great,  z  very  pOnveT' 
ful  and  bapfi^  nation ;  but  how  long  they 
ihall  continue  fo,  depends  entirely  on  the 
prefemjaiion  of  their  liberty.  To  the 
confitution  of  their  government  alone 
are  attached  all  thefe  bleilings  and  ad- 
vantages :  (hould  tbat  ever  be  depraved 
or  corrupted,  they  muft  expeA  to  be- 
come the  moft  conteptptibU  znd  moft  un* 
happy  of  mankind.  For  what  can  fo 
much  aggravate  the  wretchednefs  of  an 


oppreiTed  and  ruined  people,  as  the  re- 
membrance of  former  freedom  and  pro- 
fperity?  All  the  images  and  traces  of 
their  liberty,  which  it  is  probable  no 
change  will  quite  deftroy,  muft  be  a 
perpetual  reproach  and  torment  to  them» 
for  having  fo  degenerately  parted  with 
their  birtb-right.  And,  if  ilavery  is  to 
be  endured,  where  is  the  man  that  would 
not  rather  chufe  it  under  the  warm  fun 
of  Agra  or  Ifpahan,  than  in  the  ndrtb* 
em  climate  of  England? 

I  have  therefore  taken  nw  leave  df  my 
friends  here,  with  this  affectionate,  well, 
meant  advice.  That  they  ihould  vigilant, 
ly  nvatch  over  their  conjfitution,  and 
guard  it  by  thofe  ftrong  bulwarks  which 
alone  are  able  to  fecure  it,  a  firm  union 
of  ail  honeft  men,  juflice  upon  pubHck 
offenders^  national  and  private  fru^ 
galitj. 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  is  incurred  by  retaining  it 
beyond  the  specified  time. 

Please  return  promptly. 
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